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Dialect questionnaire of Nanbu dialect
Nanbu dialect recognition of Hyogo and Okayama prefectures

Naoto TAKASHIMA', Mariko lwasaki”

ABSTRACT

A questionnaire survey of mainly young people regarding the Southern Regional Dialect was
conducted. The results indicate that the Southern Regional Dialect was well-known in the Northeast
(Tohoku) Region of Japan but was poorly understood there, and that it was little-known in other
prefectures. However, the respondents indicated that although they did not use words such as shakkoi and
nageru, which have become well-known throughout the country from appearing in the mass media, they
were able to understand them. This suggests that in order to improve the degree to which the dialect can be
understood in the Tohoku Region, it is necessary to inform people of the differences in the meanings of
words of the Southern Regional Dialect. If the responses obtained in this questionnaire survey can be used
to increase awareness for the Southern Regional Dialect in other prefectures and its comprehension the
Tohoku Region, it may mitigate the decline of regional dialects.
Key Words: dialect questionnaire, Tohoku dialect, Nanbu dialect, comparison with other prefectures
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