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Tennessee Williams™ Victims

Hideki Fujita

Abstract

The theme of the hero suffering a violent death is a recurrent one in Tennessee Williams’
plays and short stories. Williams’ victim-hero is a lonely traveler who cuts himself loose from
society in search of truth ; and a lover who has compassionate relationships with another human
being ; and a savior who, like Christ, sacrifices himself for all mankind. Williams uses his
victim-hero as a image of modern man seeking to find meaning, self-definition and the authentic
life in a world in which everything is in a state of disintegration.
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