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Tennessee Williams’ Existential Vision

Hideki Fugita

Abstract

Tennessee Williams seems to be close to the existential school of thought. He shares with
modern existential thinkers a common concern for certain recurring themes : the encounter with
Nothingness, the disruption of everyday normality and significance under the influence of
anxiety, the awareness of the inevitability and imminence of death, and alienation. His
writings illustrate these various modes of the existential predicament and man’s affirmation of
life through the struggle to find value and meaning in the crisis situations.
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