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Religion and Sex in the Works of

Tennessee Williams

Hideki Fujita

Abstract

Tennessee Williams’ works are characterized by a fusion of spirituality and sexuality.
Symbols and images which Williams uses to express the fusion are drawn from two sources,
mythical and mystical. In ancient myths, man’s sexual nature and his religious attitude are
inseparable. Williams’ saintly figures acting as priests of the pagan ritual of fertility are based
on this idea. The sexual experiences of Williams’ characters often have close resemblance to
mystical experience. They serve as a vehicle to escape from the prison of the self and to attain
union with the other. The communion of spirituality and sexuality represents attempts to bring
fertilizing and regenerative power to the world and offer solutions for spiritual isolation of

modern man.
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