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Imagination and Irony

Tetsunori TAKAHASHI*

Abstract

Since the formulation by S.T. Coleridge, it has generally been accepted that the harmonizing
power of Imagination is superior to the combining power of Fancy, and that the origin of the
harmony is considered to be in the mind of a poet. In American Renaissance, we can find this
aethetics of identity in the works of R.W. Emerson and N.Hawthorne, for example. E.A. Poe,
on other hand, criticizes such a view of creation by regarding both Imagination and Fancy as the
power of combination, and tries to shift the point of the analysis from the mystic creativity of
the mind of a poet to the composition of language. His claim should be understood as, not a
simple objection to romanticism, but the critique, the demystification of the romantic concept of
the harmony and unity. In this essay we would like to define Poe’s critique as ‘irony’, to use N.
Frye’s term, and make a close examination of the scope of it through a reading of his works,

comparing with Emerson and Hawthorne.

Keywords : imagination, irony, American Renaissance

I

SeT-a—nNVYyJREERDELLFEED
BEfr e LTo [ERE] (fancy) 1 [F8HB 1]
(imagination) Z%HEL, ZHIZ &> TREAD
TR T 2HE*E T2 0XTAMEEER
BET2H0] 2AMSE, pigx®sZL%El
BEORBLRELI:, ZOL I HFEMELEES
BERT A u v YEREAIL, 20 RO
WETEL RET ZEBTELY, ZORLE
BEixAi, FEROSKEID Y, TS50
B I o TEAHINIH—LBHEICDH S, T
tht, BEROVEWNETIIR, T
BRCERTHZ X 2RO Z %5
HBBRITOEFB T T2EMOBHME 2> T
5, ZOHE, H—PHEIEROERRE
ELTEELBSELTY, Z20RER, [Fi—

TR 810 A 18 HZHE
*REEELY S — - B

D#R L FEM ] (a tone and spirit of unity) &
FoTHEBEBORRBREFHH T 5 EEDOIFHIRT
(the poetic genius), ThbbFEEICHZ &
HEEIN TR 7oz, 3V vy VI,
i [FRRFZDO0oET2HE] TH
ZEREL,[ ZOFNRT BEHABE ORI
HLLRPEEDFEELIEL, N2 BT 5]
BRI, [FeiEfyr] v mERFAL
BRI EWIHEELERLEEo TS, &
ORBICBWT, F—HIEGET VI EED
BEEIRIZZ TIC Ko TEML AN B L AR ENTWL
%Y,

—REZT AV A NFF R EREENRS 19
HR7 AV A0urEED, SEEOTOK
—%2FKT B IOR—MHOXREEZHEELTY
2, [BA®I? OFET, [FHINLTHES
BREEV - EBROTEELSRAEDTR LT
| BB THIEWCLS (547) 3 —a v XD
TH» 5> DEi#EEHS R- W23V b, &

— 259 —



