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Forever Tailing Off into the Ambiguous: A Study

of Henry James’s The Awmerican

Tetsunori TAKAHASHI*

Abstract

The hero’s apparent characteristic of ‘the American Adam’ and the connotation of his name,
Christopher Newman, impel us to read Henry James's The Awmerican as both a romance of
‘Innocence-experience’ opposition and a realistic representation of the American type, which
makes his position ambiguous in the perspective which presumes American literature of the late
19t century to be the development from romanticism to realism. Yet, in this case, using his
ambiguity as a clue for reexamining the perspective itself is more rewarding than treating him
an important exception. In this essay we will reveal the internal continuity between romanti-
cism and realism and, referring to Northrop Frye’s study of irony, analyze James’s ironic
attitude toward the former literary forms to show the possibility of understanding The American
as a critical reconsideration of American literary convention.
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