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New Atlantis and the Desition of the Renaissance Utopia

Fumiaki TAKAHASHI

Abstract

There have been a number of scholars who evaluate Francis Bacon’s New Atlantis quite
highly in terms that it inaugurated a sub-genre of the utopian literature, that is to say, the
scientific utopia. However, on the other hand, its primitive and naive treatment of science and
its progressive nature has been also a controversial topic in the terrain of utopian literary
criticism. In this paper, we will discuss the relationship between Bacon's work and the develop-
ment of the literary forms of the Renaissance utopia, and reconsider its historical significance in
the traditions of utopian literature.
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