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GG by FF: A Literal Phase Perspective

Tetsunori TAKAHASHI*

Abstract

F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby, in general, has been considered as the combination

of the novel of manners with the romance.

It is true when we read it from a traditional

viewpoint, noting its realistic descriptions of American society and culture in 1920s and romantic
binary oppositions of present-past, reality-dream, and so on. However, there is always an
aspect that connot be captured clearly by traditional readings, which is, in the case of The Great
Gatsby, formalistic, or symbolistic and modernistic. In this essay, we examine the aspect, the
Literal Phase, to use the term of Northrop Frye, and show another path to the core of the work.
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