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Leprosy 1g a chronlc granulomatous

its various clinicael forms, it attacks super

including gkin, nmuccus mewbranes, and peripherazl nerves,

same time, there may be abnormallties of the feet z2s & result
of paresis of mugcleg, contractures and previous destruction
of of the foot.

Txtent of Dlgease

There are geveral million lepers in the world,

leprosy patients can live neerly normel lives with =
of medicel cere, Qthers have gevere reactlons, deformlities,

and Infections which regulre intensive medlcel care and sur-
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gery. WVMost leprogy patients hs

and must work to eke ocut & livellhood. FTor these nastlents
sn economical and efficlient way to decresse the lncidence of
foot problems 1s important.
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nfection is not centrolled. Proper foot wear and the coop-
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with 276 with uvlceration. This reveals a high number of

&t
anegthetlic arsss with ulceration of elght percent of these
The totsl number of
these, 414 had no ulcers and 196 or thirty-two percent had

1 S ) . L T S UIE: U Ty,
ulceres sseoclatsed with then.

ninety-gix vpercent, 276 of the 289 ulcers.

Anegthesia and hilgh pressure polnts were sesgeclated in
504 aress of which 198 or thirty-nine nercent were also
associated with ulceration., OFf the 289 ulcers, 19% or
glxty-seven percent were asgcsoclsted with anesthesla and
high pressure points,

There were z very lzrge number of aress with znegthegis
among those studled, so that even though only & smaell percen-

s

tage of theose with anesthesie had ulcers, nearly =211 of those

¥

with ulcere had anesthesia. Although there was only one

1 agsoclated with 2 high pressure peint end no anesthesia,
two-thirds of a2ll of the ulcers were agsoclated wlith both
snegthesia and high pressure polints. At the same time only
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noint combination.
e author would llke to emphasglze that patients with

anegtineslia of the foot glong with high oresgsure npointe
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account for & dlsproportionately larg

o

proporticon of ulcer

»nroblemeg., For the patlents studlied, anesgsthesis alone 1g
2lgo very definitely assoclated with increased problems
of Toot ulceration
ents
The findings of this study show that there were many

feet thet eppesred to be normel which were totally enesthetic.

Abgence of 2 part wag nearly slways surrounded by areszs of

iated with more ssvere disesse or reactlions which lower their
registance to infection. However, in general, there wasg

1little difference between the general health of the patlents

The findings of an incressed incldence of anesthesis
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the recommendation thet vpetientes with asnsstheslie of the feet
should be watched carefully for any

ghould be protected from injury especially if a

Sumnary

Among

oroblems facing many leprosy

E K1 + T e
patients 1s the
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of injury and ulcerstion of the foot.

The study of 600 feet of leprosy patients showed that there
was & low percentage of ulcers in aressg that were not anss-
thetic. Wearly all of the ulcers were in arezs of the feet



- that were aznegthetic. Although lege than one-tenth of the
sreag had both snesthesla and high pressure pelints, grester
tran two-thirds of the ulcers found were in areas with both
anesthesia and high pressure polints,

The Tindings of thig study glve support to those who
aedvocate the use of sgpecial Tootwear for leprogy patlents
with enesthesia of the feet and esgpecially for those with
snectheglia and high pressure points, |
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