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The v e r n a c u l a r l i t e r a r y r e c o r d o f the Anglo-Norman i n v a s i o n and 
s e t t l e m e n t o f t w e l f t h - and t h i r t e e n t h - c e n t u r y I r e l a n d i s a sparse one. 
L e a v i n g t o one s i d e the n a t i v e annals and the more i n d i r e c t r e f l e c t i o n 
o f these events as a s t i m u l u s to the c o m p i l a t i o n o f the g r e a t c o d i c e s 
such as the Book o f L e i n s t e r and the Book o f the Dun Cow,^" o n l y two 
documents are e x t a n t i n the French language. One, l i t t l e marked by 
Anglo-Norman d i a l e c t f e a t u r e s , i s a poem from 1265 commemorating the 

2 
c o m p l e t i o n o f t r e n c h and bank f o r t i f i c a t i o n s a t New Ross. The o t h e r , 
more s u b s t a n t i a l work i s a c h r o n i c l e o f 3459 rhymed o c t o s y l l a b i c c o u p l e t s 
i n Anglo-Norman French, dated t o 1225 o r 1230; the s i n g l e manuscript i s 
inc o m p l e t e a t b e g i n n i n g and end. 

With the e x c e p t i o n o f the i n t r o d u c t o r y episode, the body o f the 
work commences w i t h events i n 1166, d e t a i l s the advent o f the Cambro-
Norman a d v e n t u r e r s and the f i r s t i m p o s i t i o n o f E n g l i s h power i n I r e l a n d , 
and may w e l l have ended w i t h the death o f a major f i g u r e i n 1176. A l t h o u g h 
more r e s t r i c t e d i n temporal span and somewhat more i n scope than G i r a l d u s 
Cambrensis' Expugnatio hibernica, d a t i n g from 1188-89, i t has s e r v e d 
h i s t o r i a n s as a major source f o r t h i s l a s t surge o f Norman expansionism. 
The manu s c r i p t was l a s t e d i t e d i n 1892 by Goddard H. Orpen as The Song of 

Dermot and the Earl and ser v e d as key evidence f o r much o f h i s Ireland 

Under the Normans.^ I n f a c t , M. Domenica Legge, i n her a u t h o r i t a t i v e 
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Anglo-Norman L i t e r a t u r e and i t s Background, c l a i m s t h a t "the e d i t o r had, 
4 

v e r y n a t u r a l l y , an exaggerated i d e a o f i t s h i s t o r i c a l v a l u e . . . . " A 
new e d i t i o n o f the work i s now i n p r o g r e s s as p a r t o f the s e r i e s of an­
c i l l a r y mediaeval documents accompanying the nine-volume A New History of 

Ireland. As members of the e d i t o r i a l team a t work on the Song (which 
appears t o be the working t i t l e , a lthough the p u b l i s h e d volume may w e l l 
c a r r y another) had p r e v i o u s l y p r o v i d e d a new e d i t i o n and t r a n s l a t i o n o f 
G i r a l d u s ' Expugnatio hibernica, w i t h f u l l h i s t o r i c a l n o t e s , we may e x p e c t 
a f r e s h and soundly based assessment o f the h i s t o r i c a l value o f the 
c h r o n i c l e . 5 The new volume w i l l , no doubt, a l s o c o n f i r m o r q u a l i f y j u d g ­
ments made by the e d i t o r s o f the Expugnatio. A.B. S c o t t w r i t e s : "To 
compare G i r a l d u s w i t h the anonymous author o f the Song of Dermot and the 

Earl i s t o compare a wayward but t r a i n e d s c h o l a r , possessed o f wide 
e x p e r i e n c e of the w o r l d o u t s i d e I r e l a n d , w i t h a s k i l f u l but naive c r a f t s ­
man" ( x x x i i i ) . In a s i m i l a r v e i n he s t a t e s : "As a chanson de geste i t 
[The Song] belongs to a q u i t e d i f f e r e n t genre t o the Expugnatio, and t h i s 
f a c t , t h a t i t i s a poem, and belongs t o a genre which has i t s own 
p a r t i c u l a r e t h o s , means t h a t i t has t o be used w i t h g r e a t c a u t i o n " ( x v i i i ) . 

The p u b l i c a t i o n , however, o f the new e d i t i o n o f the c h r o n i c l e s t i l l 
p e n ding, i t does seem p o s s i b l e to address some o f the concerns a t the 
h e a r t o f these l a t t e r comments ( " s k i l f u l , " " n a i v e , " "chanson de geste") 

and, i n so d o i n g , c o n s i d e r the v e r n a c u l a r work as a document r e f l e c t i n g 
s o c i a l h i s t o r y , t o the e x t e n t t h a t t h i s can be d i s t i n g u i s h e d from the 
m i l i t a r y and p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y which i s i t s p r i m a r y focus. What can the 
poem r e v e a l about the a t t r a c t i o n and r e s i s t a n c e o f i n v a d e r s and s e t t l e r s 
t o G a e l i c c u l t u r e i n I r e l a n d ? What can i t s unique s t a t u s t e l l us about 
the determinants and r e l a t i v e speed o f change and adjustment and about 
the p e r c e p t i o n and understanding o f these dynamics on the p a r t o f the 
c h r o n i c l e r , patron,and p u b l i c ? 

As concerns h i s t o r i o g r a p h i c a l method i n g e n e r a l , some n o t i o n o f 
the c h r o n i c l e r ' s c r i t e r i a of r e l e v a n c e can be gained from a c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
o f what he judges extraneous to h i s n a r r a t i v e framework. In g e n e r a l 
h i s focus i s s q u a r e l y on I r e l a n d , and events i n Wales, S c o t l a n d , and on 
the c o n t i n e n t , such as m i s s i o n s t o Henry I I o r P r i n c e John's r e v o l t , are 
recounted i n v e r y s u c c i n c t f a s h i o n . An e s p e c i a l l y r e v e a l i n g example i s 
found i n the l a s t some 400 l i n e s o f the work. They t e l l how the e a r l 
o f the t i t l e , R i c h a r d f i t z G i l b e r t de C l a r e , gave the c o n s t a b l e s h i p o f 
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L e i n s t e r t o h i s b r o t h e r - i n - l a w , Raymond f i t z W i l l i a m , Je Gros, u n t i l the 
daughter o f Robert de Quency, the l a t e c o n s t a b l e , came o f age ( w . 3032-
59) . An e a r l i e r passage, a l s o r e l a t i v e l y e x t e n s i v e , was devoted t o the 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f Robert's death ( w . 2807 f f . ) . L a t e r t h i s daughter 
m a r r i e d P h i l i p de P r e n d e r g a s t , who i s d e s c r i b e d i n v e r y p e r s o n a l f a s h i o n 
as a most i r a s c i b l e man to meet b e f o r e b r e a k f a s t but the most amiable 
a f t e r w a r d s . He assumed the c o n s t a b l e s h i p which came t o h i s w i f e on 
m a t u r i t y and h e l d i t l o n g and w e l l . F i n a l l y , " I do not want t o t e l l more 
o f him, I w i l l r e t u r n t o my m a t t e r " — De l u i ne v o i l ici c e n t e r , A ma 

materie voil repeirer ( w . 3058 f . ) . P h i l i p de P r e n d e r g a s t i s extraneous 
t o the c h r o n i c l e because he was not an a c t o r i n i t s p r i n c i p a l events 
between 1166 and 1176, although he l a t e r o c c u p i e d a p o s i t i o n o f some con­
sequence i n Anglo-Norman I r e l a n d , a p p a r e n t l y a c h i e v i n g a p r a c t i c a l 
b a l a n c e w i t h the major f a c t i o n s . 

Other i n f o r m a t i o n which e i t h e r l i e s o u t s i d e the temporal frame o f 
the c h r o n i c l e o r which o c c u p i e s w i t h i n i t a p l a c e a p p a r e n t l y out o f 
p r o p o r t i o n t o i t s s i g n i f i c a n c e on the l a r g e r p o l i t i c a l scene has l e d me 
to the c o n c l u s i o n t h a t P h i l i p and h i s w i f e Maud were the p a t r o n s o f the 
poem. T h i s e v i d e n c e can be b r i e f l y r e c a p i t u l a t e d . ^ Only f o u r marriages 
are mentioned i n the h i s t o r y : those o f R i c h a r d de C l a r e ( a l s o c a l l e d 
Strongbow i n E n g l i s h sources, a l t h o u g h the e p i t h e t p r o p e r l y belongs t o 
h i s f a t h e r ) and A o i f e , daughter o f K i n g D i a r m a i t o f L e i n s t e r (the k i n g 
o f the t i t l e ) , o f Robert de Quency and Strongbow's daughter by an e a r l i e r 
m a r r i a g e , o f Raymond f i t z W i l l i a m and B a s i l i a , the E a r l ' s s i s t e r , and o f 
P h i l i p and Maud. The members o f t h i s group were i n t e r r e l a t e d by b l o o d , 
m a r r i a g e , tenure o f o f f i c e , and by g e o g r a p h i c a l p r o x i m i t y , as the de 
Quency h o l d i n g s i n the D u f f r y and the P r e n d e r g a s t l a n d s a t Fernegenal 
were c l o s e t o the E a r l ' s e s t a t e s i n Oi C h e n n s e l a i g i n s o u t h - e a s t e r n 
I r e l a n d . T h i s a l s o e x p l a i n s why the h i s t o r i c a l events of the r e g i o n are 
p a r t i c u l a r l y w e l l covered and why some, r e l a t e d t o l e s s e r f i g u r e s , are 
g i v e n prominence through a n t i c i p a t i o n s , complemented by f u l l e r mention i n 
the c o r r e c t c h r o n o l o g i c a l sequence. 

The f u n c t i o n s o f the c h r o n i c l e as r e g i o n a l h i s t o r y , h i s t o r y o f 
p u b l i c o f f i c e , and f a m i l y h i s t o r y become even c l e a r e r when we t u r n t o 
R i c h a r d de C l a r e , g r a n d f a t h e r o f ( i n my o p i n i o n ) the p a t r o n e s s . The 
c h r o n i c l e g l o s s e s over any d i f f i c u l t i e s c o n c e r n i n g h i s Welsh and Norman 
e s t a t e s t h a t he may have had w i t h Henry I I b e f o r e and d u r i n g the I r i s h 
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adventure and a t t r i b u t e s them to mischief-makers ( w . 2241 f f . ) . But 
w h i l e u n i f o r m l y p o s i t i v e , the account does not appear to have i n f l a t e d 
the r o l e p l a y e d by Strongbow i n the i n v a s i o n . The same can be s a i d , w i t h 
c e r t a i n r e s e r v a t i o n s , o f the f i g u r e o f Maurice de Pr e n d e r g a s t , f a t h e r o f 
the p a t r o n P h i l i p , and among the f i r s t t o respond t o the c a l l to s e r v i c e 
i n I r e l a n d . While G i r a l d u s makes o n l y one r e f e r e n c e to him as a vir 
probus et strennus, the c h r o n i c l e makes him a p r i n c i p a l f i g u r e i n the 
f i r s t phase o f the i n v a s i o n , on o c c a s i o n even an independent one. 7 Two 
s i g n i f i c a n t e p i s o d e s , one bef o r e and one a f t e r the E a r l ' s a r r i v a l i n 
I r e l a n d , w i l l be d i s c u s s e d below. 

The account o f events i n I r e l a n d i n both t h i s work and i n G i r a l d u s ' 
conforms t o the p a t t e r n o f o t h e r e a r l y French c h r o n i c l e s o f near-contem­
p o r a r y e v e n t s , i n which the "home c o n t i n g e n t " i s g i v e n j u s t s l i g h t l y more 
than i t s due. T h i s i s a q u i t e o v e r t and consci o u s b i a s . But t h i s 
r e c o g n i t i o n o f p r e f e r e n t i a l treatment can l e a d us t o a c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f 
a deeper l e v e l a t which the poem o p e r a t e s . I t w i l l a s s i s t i n d e f i n i n g 
the ethos o f the work, the w o r l d view and value system t h a t a r e i m p l i c i t 
i n the c h o i c e o f m a t e r i a l , p r e s e n t a t i o n of p e r s o n a l i t i e s , e x p l a n a t i o n o f 
mot i v e s , and p o s s i b l e r e c o g n i t i o n o f o t h e r , more a b s t r a c t f a c t o r s 
d e t e r m i n i n g the h i s t o r i c a l p r o c e s s . 

In an i n t r o d u c t o r y p o r t i o n r e a c h i n g back t o 1152 the c h r o n i c l e 
r e c o u n t s how D i a r m a i t mac Murchada, k i n g o f L e i n s t e r , staged the a b d u c t i o n 
o f D e a r b h f h o r g a i l , w i f e o f Tigernan Ua R u a i r c , l o r d o f B r e i f n e , as an 
ac t o f vengeance. But w i t h the nominal a c c e s s i o n i n 1166 o f R u a i d h r a i Ua 
Conchobair t o the h i g h - k i n g s h i p , " h i g h - k i n g w i t h o p p o s i t i o n , " D i a r m a i t ' s 
f o r t u n e s changed s i n c e Ua R u a i r c was a l l i e d w i t h R u a i d h r a i . D e a r b h f h o r g a i l 
and her c a t t l e were r e s t o r e d , and D i a r m a i t ' s r e s i d e n c e was burned. A t 
t h i s p o i n t he sought out Henry I I o f England i n A q u i t a i n e and o b t a i n e d 
the e q u i v a l e n t o f l e t t e r s p a t e n t t o r e c r u i t Norman k n i g h t s and f o r c e s . 
The a c t i o n thus f a r (vv. 12-295) i s r e a d i l y comprehensible i n e x c l u s i v e l y 
I r i s h terms — i n the terms o f a romance, one might say. But when 
D i a r m a i t swears f e a l t y t o Henry I I , we move i n t o the Norman w o r l d . The 
k n i g h t s D i a r m a i t i s empowered t o muster w i l l be engaged i n r e s t o r i n g a 
l e g i t i m a t e r u l e r w i t h p o w e r f u l s p o n s o r s h i p t o h i s r i g h t f u l l a n d s . Y e t 
those who f i r s t f o l l o w e d D i a r m a i t t o I r e l a n d were drawn from the Welsh 
marches o r , l i k e P r e n d ergast, from the F l e m i s h colony e s t a b l i s h e d a t Rhos 
i n Pembrokeshire under Henry I , and would have been those who had s u f f e r e d 
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most as l a n d - h o l d e r s from the resurgence o f n a t i v e Welsh p o l i t i c a l power 
and Welsh accommodation w i t h Henry I I . These k n i g h t s were a t loose ends 
i n a k i n d o f p o l i t i c a l no-man's-land, and u n l e s s they c o u l d be drawn o f f 
to Henry's c o n t i n e n t a l wars, they would be l e s s o f an i r r i t a n t t o h i s 
appeasement and c o n s o l i d a t i n g p o l i c i e s i n the West i f m a n f u l l y employed 
i n I r e l a n d . T h i s haphazard approach was t o b e d e v i l A n g l o - I r i s h a f f a i r s 
f o r some time, r e s u l t i n g i n an i n v a s i o n , s e i z u r e , and s e t t l e m e n t t h a t 
were l a r g e l y u n d i r e c t e d and i n i t i a l l y i n c o m p l e t e , but f o r those i n v o l v e d , 

8 
r e l a t i v e l y p r a g m a t i c . 

Even though D i a r m a i t makes e x p l i c i t , v i a d i r e c t d i s c o u r s e ( w . 431 
f f . ) , the promise o f l a n d o r pay, the Norman k n i g h t s are a s s i s t i n g 
D i a r m a i t i n r e c o v e r i n g h i s l a w f u l kingdom, and the p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n 
can be d e s c r i b e d i n s i m p l e b l a c k and w h i t e terms. D i a r m a i t ' s opponents, 
p e t t y I r i s h k i n g s and c h i e f t a i n s , are t r a i t r e s and feluns, t r a i t o r s and 
c r i m i n a l s ( w . 136, 141, 599) . The p i c t u r e o f D i a r m a i t i n the c h r o n i c l e 
i s , no doubt, an i n t e n t i o n a l l y rudimentary one. There i s n o t h i n g 
s p e c i f i c a l l y I r i s h about him. G i r a l d u s , on the o t h e r hand, has a scene 
o f D i a r m a i t gnawing the f e a t u r e s o f the severed head o f a defeated enemy 
(1 . 4 ) . Here, he i s s i m p l y and r e p e a t e d l y r e f e r r e d t o as the r i c h and 
p o w e r f u l k i n g , a t t r i b u t e s which would a p p l y e q u a l l y w e l l t o any c o n t i n e n -

9 
t a l European r u l e r . The e x p l a n a t i o n f o r t h i s view o f D i a r m a i t i s t o be 
found i n the f a c t t h a t he was the f a t h e r - i n - l a w o f the g r a n d f a t h e r o f the 
poem's p a t r o n e s s . Although D i a r m a i t i s a f a r from p a s s i v e f i g u r e as he 
l e a d s h i s t r o o p s back and f o r t h a c r o s s L e i n s t e r , he i s a r a t h e r unsub­
s t a n t i a l one. E s s e n t i a l l y a l e g i t i m i z i n g f i g u r e i n the c h r o n i c l e , he 
p r o v i d e s e x p l a n a t i o n and j u s t i f i c a t i o n o f the Norman presence i n I r e l a n d . 
T h i s i s most apparent i n the v e r y b r i e f mention o f h i s death i n 1171 
a t the e x a c t mid-point o f the e x t a n t t e x t (vv. 1730 f . ) . With h i s death, 
a page i s t u r n e d i n I r i s h h i s t o r y ; E a r l R i c h a r d i n h e r i t s the kingdom o f 
L e i n s t e r and he, t h e r e a f t e r , i s the l e g i t i m i z i n g power, u n t i l the l a t e r 
advent o f Henry I I . 

Rather than D i a r m a i t o r R i c h a r d , i t i s Maurice de Prendergast and 
h i s peers who s t i m u l a t e the g r e a t e s t engagement on the p a r t o f the a u t h o r . 
In one o f the f i r s t d i r e c t speeches i n the work, Prendergast speaks words 
o f encouragement t o h i s men before the i n i t i a l c l a s h w i t h the I r i s h . 
Three times he uses the word communal, "communal, c o l l e c t i v e " ( w . 665 
f f . ) . T h i s i s a c l u e to the ethos of the c h r o n i c l e . These were l a n d -
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hungry mercenary i n t r u d e r s i n a f o r e i g n s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l environment, 
i n i t i a l l y w i t h o n l y token a p p r o v a l from and a l l e g i a n c e to the d i s t a n t 
k i n g o f England. T h e i r s o l e recourse was to each o t h e r , and t h e i r 
s e c u r i t y l a y i n t h e i r common m i l i t a r y p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m . 1 0 Note, f o r 
example, the very e x p l i c i t r e f e r e n c e to the care given the wounded 
( w . 820 f f . ) . K n i g h t s l i k e Maurice de Prendergast, Robert f i t z Stephen, 
Raymond f i t z W i l l i a m , M i l e s de Cogan, M e i l e r f i t z Henry, and Maurice 
f i t z G e r a l d are the r e a l a c t o r s o f the c h r o n i c l e . I n most o f the m i l i t a r y 
engagements, although the e a r l o f D i a r m a i t may be the l e a d e r , i t i s one 
or another o f these who d e v i s e s a c l e v e r stratagem, makes a b o l d s o r t i e , 
o r i s otherwise e x p l i c i t l y i d e n t i f i e d as the best man on the b a t t l e f i e l d 
t h a t day (e.g., w. 765 f f.) . C o n c l u d i n g w i t h events i n 1176, the 
c h r o n i c l e d e a l s o n l y w i t h the h e r o i c phase of the Anglo-Norman presence 
i n I r e l a n d . I t , then, has no v i l l a i n s , u n l i k e G i r a l d u s ' h i s t o r y i n which 
he c o n t r a s t s the m i l i t a r y i n v a d e r c o n t i n g e n t , l e d by h i s r e l a t i v e s , w i t h 
the l a t e r i n t r i g u i n g r o y a l o f f i c e r s , l i k e W i l l i a m f i t z A l d e l i n and Hervey 
de Montmorency, sent out t o a d m i n i s t e r the I r e l a n d o t h e r s had c o n q u e r e d . 1 1 

None the l e s s , the f i g u r e s o f the Anglo-Norman c h r o n i c l e are s t e r e o t y p e d 
and n e a r l y i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e . None o f the v i g n e t t e s has the f a m i l i a r 
d e t a i l o f the p o r t r a i t o f P h i l i p de Prendergast. We do, however, l e a r n 
the name o f Prende r g a s t ' s h o r s e , B l a n c h a r d (v. 737), and the common war-
c r y of the i n v a d e r s — " S e i n t David!" (v. 745), r e f l e c t i n g t h e i r immediate 
Welsh g e o g r a p h i c a l o r i g i n s , more than t h e i r p l a c e i n E n g l i s h a f f a i r s o r 
t h e i r Anglo-Norman c u l t u r e . One o r another o f these heroes i s always near 
the c e n t r e o f the stage and, i n g e n e r a l terms, Raymond l e Gros assumes 
i n the second h a l f of the c h r o n i c l e the l e a d p o s i t i o n vacated by 
Pre n d e r g a s t . 

J u s t as Raymond a t one p o i n t withdrew w i t h h i s troops t o Wales 
because the e a r l i n i t i a l l y r e f u s e d him h i s s i s t e r i n marriage, so Maurice 
de Prendergast was not c o n t i n u o u s l y i n the s e r v i c e o f D i a r m a i t and, 
i n d i r e c t l y , the Norman cause. When D i a r m a i t had re g a i n e d most o f h i s 
kingdom, t h e r e appears to have been some k i n d o f f a l l i n g o u t between him 
and P r e n d e r g a s t , p o s s i b l y over pay. Prendergast t r i e d t o r e t u r n t o 
Wales, but D i a r m a i t ordered the master mariners o f Wexford t o r e f u s e him 
passage. I n an abrupt a b o u t - f a c e , Prendergast then o f f e r s t o e n t e r the 
s e r v i c e o f one o f D i a r m a i t ' s enemies, Mac G i l l a P a t r a i c , k i n g o f O s r a i g e , 
the v e r y opponent from h i s f i r s t encounter i n I r e l a n d ( w . 1089 f f . ) . 
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Soon he i s f i g h t i n g a g a i n s t h i s former a l l y Domnall Caemanach, D i a r m a i t ' s 
son. T h i s i s c l e a r l y a mercenary arrangement and i s perhaps b e s t under­
s t o o d as i l l u s t r a t i n g the n e c e s s i t y t o take s i d e s r a t h e r than t r y t o 
s u r v i v e i n m i l i t a r y and p o l i t i c a l i s o l a t i o n . P u t t i n g one's sword up f o r 
h i r e was c l e a r l y a c c e p t a b l e p r a c t i c e . The moral q u e s t i o n was not the 
j u s t i c e o f the cause s e r v e d , but the q u a l i t y o f the m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e 
r e n d e r e d . During t h i s p e r i o d , which earned Maurice the nickname among 
the I r i s h o f Osseriath, o f Osraige (v. 1146), o t h e r Cambro-Normans r e ­
mained i n o r e n t e r e d D i a r m a i t ' s employ. The c h r o n i c l e d i s c r e e t l y s h i f t s 
i t s f o cus t o the new a r r i v a l s from Wales, among whom Raymond l e Gros, 
and g i v e s no g r a p h i c account o f P r e n d e r g a s t ' s s o l d i e r i n g on b e h a l f o f 
the k i n g o f O s r a i g e . He seems t o have arranged m a t t e r s t o a v o i d any 
d i r e c t m i l i t a r y c o n f r o n t a t i o n w i t h the o t h e r Normans ( w . 1244 f f . ) . 
L a t e r , a f t e r the c h r o n i c l e i n a unique i n s t a n c e r e v e a l s Maurice's 
thoughts o f o t h e r s ' t r e a c h e r y (vv. 1266 f f . ) , he i s a b l e t o r e t u r n t o 
Wales w i t h h i s men by means o f a c l e v e r r u s e , d e s p i t e e f f o r t s by some o f 
Mac G i l l a P a t r a i c ' s men t o p r e v e n t them and r e c o v e r t h e i r wages ( w . 1324 
f f . ) . 

T h i s episode has a l a t e r pendant when P r e n d e r g a s t , a g a i n i n S t r o n g -
bow's s e r v i c e , a f t e r accompanying Laurence 0'Toole ( l a t e r canonized as 

12 
S t Laurence) on an embassy t o the Hiberno-Norse ( w . 1843 f f . ) , a c t s 
as envoy and g u a r a n t o r o f Mac G i l l a P a t r a i c , when he comes bef o r e the 
e a r l ( w . 2055 f f . ) . He e x t r a c t s an oath from each o f the Norman k n i g h t s 
t h a t the k i n g w i l l be unharmed. L a t e r , he must s t a n d down h i s peers 
w i t h d i r e c t t h r e a t s t o assure the I r i s h l e a d e r ' s s a f e w i t h d r a w a l . The 
i n c i d e n t c l o s e s w i t h Prendergast p r e s e n t i n g h i s f o l d e d glove t o the e a r l 
and o f f e r i n g t o make amends i f he has a c t e d out o f l i n e ( w . 2149 f f . ) . 
The f i r s t e p i s o d e o f P r e n d e r g a s t ' s term of s e r v i c e w i t h the k i n g o f 
O s r a i g e was p r e s e n t e d w i t h o u t judgment. The second i n c i d e n t , w i t h 
P r e n d e r g a s t s t a n d i n g by h i s word o f guarantor and w i t h h i s Norman pe e r s 
c a s t i n the q u e s t i o n a b l e moral r o l e , more than c a n c e l s out any n e g a t i v e 
i m p r e s s i o n caused by h i s temporary d e v i a t i o n from the cause o f r e s t o r i n g 
D i a r m a i t . G i r a l d u s ' work, on the o t h e r hand, does have a r e f e r e n c e to 
f a i r - w e a t h e r f r i e n d s (amicis hirundineis, 1.5), who abandoned D i a r m a i t , 
and i t i s tempting t o t h i n k t h a t Maurice and o t h e r s l i k e him may be the 
t a r g e t o f t h i s v e i l e d c r i t i c i s m . One may q u e s t i o n j u s t how important 
i n the l a r g e r p o l i t i c a l c o n t e x t was t h i s appearance o f Mac G i l l a P a t r a i c 
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and P r e n d e r g a s t before the e a r l . I t seems more t o belong t o the cat e g o r y 
of f a m i l y r e m i n i s c e n c e s . This i s the l a s t major scene w i t h P r e n d e r g a s t , 
although he i s mentioned as having been sent t o a i d Henry I I i n England, 
and h i s name f i g u r e s c o n s p i c u o u s l y i n the l i s t o f l a n d g r a n t s made i n 
L e i n s t e r ( w . 3072 f f . ) . 

The p o r t r a i t o f Maurice de Prendergast i s f l a t t e r i n g , but by no 
means p e r s o n a l i z e d . I t i s given r e l i e f , l i k e those o f h i s p e e r s , by the 
a t t r i b u t i o n o f b r i e f speeches g i v e n as d i r e c t d i s c o u r s e . L i k e the more 
a m p l i f i e d examples i n G i r a l d u s (1.23), these tend to be r a t h e r r h e t o r i c a l 
harangues o f encouragement o r a d v i c e . Dialogue, i n the sense o f responses 
to such speeches, i s r a r e . A speaker such as Maurice i s then g i v e n more 
prominence than the e a r l o r k i n g whose r e p l i e s are g i v e n as i n d i r e c t 
d i s c o u r s e , i f a t a l l (e.g., vv. 726-35, 1244-49, 1305 f f . ) . Other 
rudimentary s t y l i s t i c means t o add emphasis are t o repeat i n c i d e n t s a 
second o r t h i r d time i n b r i e f , two- o r f o u r - l i n e resumes, perhaps a 
s i m p l i f i e d c a r r y - o v e r from the n a r r a t i v e technique o f the chansons de 

geste ( w . 3 3 0 - 3 9 ) . 1 3 Another i s t o r e f e r t o l ' e s t o i r e o r la gent, 

the h i s t o r y o r p o p u l a r account, as a u t h e n t i c a t i n g sources f o r key even t s 
recounted (e.g., vv. 315, 327). These r e f e r e n c e s t o a u t h o r i t y do not 
n e c e s s a r i l y mean t h a t the c h r o n i c l e r has based h i s work on w r i t t e n 
documentation, w i t h the probable e x c e p t i o n o f the l i s t o f l a n d g r a n t s . 
The fragmentary p r e f a c e i s a t p a i n s t o emphasize t h a t the author had the 
s t o r y from Maurice Regan, D i a r m a i t ' s i n t e r p r e t e r , but i t seems u n l i k e l y 
t h a t there was a p r i o r w r i t t e n h i s t o r y o f D i a r m a i t o r o f the E a r l , and 

14 
even more u n l i k e l y o f both t o g e t h e r , i n e i t h e r I r i s h o r L a t i n . G i r a l d u s , 
on the o t h e r hand, quotes L a t i n documents i n extenso, and the debate con­
t i n u e s as t o which are a u t h e n t i c , which paraphrases, and which f a b r i c a t i o n s . 
The I r i s h w o r l d o f the c h r o n i c l e i s l a r g e l y a n o n - l i t e r a t e one, w i t h a 
s i n g l e e x c e p t i o n . D i a r m a i t seeks out Henry face t o face t o r e q u e s t 
s u p p o r t , but i t comes o n l y i n the form o f l e t t e r s p a t e n t , and t h i s , w h i l e 
no doubt a c c u r a t e , does make Henry somewhat o f a r o i f a i n e a n t . A l l 
the r e m a i n i n g agreements are v e r b a l ones, t y p i c a l l y made i n p u b l i c , as 
the c h r o n i c l e says veant t r e s t u t son barone — i n the s i g h t o f a l l h i s 
k n i g h t s (v. 505). I t i s the p u b l i c l y s a i d and seen which i s i m p o r t a n t . 
S i m i l a r l y , the work g i v e s no h i n t o f the pap a l b u l l L a u d a b i l i t e r t h a t 
empowered Henry I I to e n t e r I r e l a n d , o s t e n s i b l y t o reform I r i s h 
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l abuses, although Henry never invoked t h i s document and the 
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f i r s t g a i n s o f the i n v a s i o n c o u l d be secured w i t h o u t i t . And i f the 
agreement f o r the E a r l t o i n h e r i t L e i n s t e r on D i a r m a i t ' s death was 
committed t o parchment, the poem makes no mention o f i t . 

T h i s c o n t r a c t i s p r e s e n t e d by the c h r o n i c l e i n the s i m p l e s t f e u d a l 
terms. The e a r l p r o v i d e s the k i n g w i t h m i l i t a r y a s s i s t a n c e t o r e g a i n 
h i s kingdom. I n r e t u r n he r e c e i v e s D i a r m a i t ' s daughter i n marriage and 
the kingdom on the k i n g ' s death. He then g r a n t s l a n d t o h i s v a s s a l s i n 
r e t u r n f o r t h e i r m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . The Anglo-Norman poem makes n o t the 
s l i g h t e s t r e f e r e n c e t o j u s t how a n t i t h e t i c a l t h i s c o n t r a c t would have 
been t o I r i s h custom and law. I n p a r e n t h e s i s one may q u e s t i o n the 
i n t e g r i t y o f D i a r m a i t ' s motives. In e a r l y I r e l a n d , l a n d was the i n a l i e n ­
a b l e p r o p e r t y o f the f a m i l y . F i n t i u o r " k i n l a n d " c o u l d not be s o l d o r 
g i v e n away w i t h o u t the f u l l consent o f the f a m i l y . T r a d i t i o n a l l y , the 
I r i s h k i n g gave h i s s u b j e c t s c a t t l e and r e c e i v e d t r i b u t e i n k i n d f o r 
them. H i s s u b j e c t s d i d not h o l d t h e i r l a n d o f him i n any f e u d a l sense. 
I r i s h wars, i n t h i s e a r l y p e r i o d , were not f o r t e r r i t o r i a l conquest, but 
were b a s i c a l l y c a t t l e - r a i d s , designed t o i n c r e a s e d i s p o s a b l e w e a l t h and 
p e r s o n a l p r e s t i g e . None the l e s s , by the t w e l f t h c e n t u r y and perhaps 
l a r g e l y as a consequence o f the d e s t a b i l i z i n g e f f e c t s o f the e a r l i e r 
Norse r a i d s , w a r f a r e now had a d e f i n i t e element o f t e r r i t o r i a l e x p a n s i o n , 
e n t a i l i n g not o n l y the e x t e n s i o n o f p o l i t i c a l power but a l s o some " l o s s 
o f t i t l e " to the conquered l o r d s h i p s . Thus the o p p o s i t i o n between the 
k i n l a n d o f the I r i s h and the Norman concept o f swordland, h e l d by r i g h t 
o f conquest, was a l r e a d y b l u r r e d t o a c o n s i d e r a b l e e x t e n t . The Normans 
a l s o went on c a t t l e - r a i d s , but a prime concern remained l a n d and r e n t s . ^ 

With r e f e r e n c e t o those I r i s h k i n g s who chose t o submit t o Henry 
when he tou r e d the i s l a n d i n 1171 and e f f e c t i v e l y capped the power o f 
the E a r l R i c h a r d , M i c h a e l D o l l e y has w r i t t e n o f the "ambiguous p a t t e r n 
o f I r i s h s u b m i s s i o n s " : "The E n g l i s h k i n g thought he was g r a n t i n g away 
h i s own p r o p e r t y , w h i l e the I r i s h p r i n c e s thought they were merely ob­
t a i n i n g f o r t h e i r I r i s h f r e e h o l d s an e f f e c t i v e r o y a l guarantee a g a i n s t 
d i s p o s s e s s i o n " (p. 9 4 ) . For them, "coming i n t o Henry's house," t o t r a n s ­
l a t e the I r i s h i d i o m , was no d i f f e r e n t than acknowledging a s u p e r i o r 
I r i s h k i n g . Henry was t h i n k i n g i n terms o f homage, the I r i s h a t b e s t i n 
terms o f f e a l t y . T h i s , a t l e a s t , has been a t r a d i t i o n a l view. The r e c e n t 
e d i t o r s o f G i r a l d u s suggest t h a t the I r i s h may have both g i v e n homage and 
been aware o f i t s i m p l i c a t i o n s , ^ but we have no means o f a s s e s s i n g how 
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s c r u p u l o u s l y they planned to abide by the c o n d i t i o n s o f t h i s f e u d a l 
agreement. T h e i r own domestic a l l i a n c e s o f t e n l a s t e d no longer than a 
s i n g l e r a i d i n g season. 

W.L. Warren concluded h i s p r o v o c a t i v e essay on the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
o f t w e l f t h - c e n t u r y I r i s h h i s t o r y w i t h these words: "In the middle ages 
a f o r e i g n e r was not so much a man o f d i f f e r e n t race o r language ( f o r 
these t h i n g s were too common to be remarkable) — a f o r e i g n e r was a man 
who l e d a d i f f e r e n t way o f l i f e " (p. 19). With t h i s , he i s s a y i n g t h a t 
the Normans found the I r i s h very f o r e i g n — and no doubt vice versa. 

What a p p r e c i a t i o n o f t h i s fundamental change o f circumstances i s r e f l e c t e d 
i n a work sponsored by a f a m i l y u l t i m a t e l y F l e m i s h i n o r i g i n , Norman i n 
language and c u l t u r e , Welsh i n immediate antecedents, and now landed i n 
I r e l a n d ? One o f the most r e v e a l i n g and c o n s c i o u s r e f e r e n c e s i n the work 
to the exposed s i t u a t i o n of the Norman i n v a d e r s occurs toward the end o f 
the work: 

Sachez l e s t u z , en t e l e manere 
E s t e i t herberge l a t e r e 
E de c h a s t e l s e de c i t e s , 
De dunguns e de fermetes. 
K i ben e r e n t a r a c i n e z 
Les g e n t i l s v a s s a l s a l o s e s . ( w . 3202-07) 

Although t h i s i s e x p l i c i t l y a statement o f the Normans' need f o r s e c u r i t y 
a g a i n s t I r i s h r e p r i s a l s , i t i s a l s o a r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t r u r a l I r e l a n d ' s 
e s s e n t i a l l y p a s t o r a l economy and s o c i a l o r d e r were not marked by c a s t l e s 
o r c i t i e s , o t h e r than the t r a d i n g p o r t s l i k e D u b l i n , Wexford, and Water-
f o r d , e s t a b l i s h e d by the Norse ( c f . G i r a l d u s , 11.21). But the vantage 
p o i n t o f the l a n d hungry Normans was not t h a t o f the v i s i t i n g ethno­
grapher l o o k i n g to r e c o r d e x o t i c custom — a l t h o u g h G i r a l d u s does p r o v i d e 
some o f t h i s d e t a i l , however b i a s s e d , i n the T opographia Hibernica, and 

17 
i n t h i s i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d from most mediaeval h i s t o r i a n s . 

How f u l l a p i c t u r e o f I r e l a n d i s found i n the c h r o n i c l e ? As noted, 
the p o r t r a i t of D i a r m a i t seems t o have been p u r p o s e l y d e h i b e r n i c i z e d , 
but n o t t h a t o f h i s f o l l o w e r s . The I r i s h p r a c t i c e o f t a k i n g heads was 
an i n e s c a p a b l e f a c t and a f t e r one engagement 220 are brought be f o r e 
D i a r m a i t (v. 777) . On another o c c a s i o n , a d e f e a t e d k i n g i s beheaded 18 ( a l b e i t by Strongbow) , and h i s body thrown t o the dogs ( w . 2173 f f . ) . 
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There i s o c c a s i o n a l r e f e r e n c e t o the I r i s h s t y l e o f m i l i t a r y o p e r a t i o n s . 
U n l i k e the mounted Norman k n i g h t s and t h e i r men-at-arms, the I r i s h were 
on f o o t and wore no m a i l , and are then c h a r a c t e r i z e d by Prendergast as 
"naked" and " l i g h t " ( w . 672, 2879). The u s u a l weapons were s l i n g s , 
l i g h t j a v e l i n s , and a hand-axe o r s h o r t sword. Thus they were i l l -
e q uipped t o meet on l e v e l ground a massed Norman c a v a l r y charge, supported 
by a r c h e r s . T h e i r s m a l l advantage l a y i n g u e r i l l a - l i k e a t t a c k s , which the 
c h r o n i c l e r c a l l s " s w i f t as the wind" (v. 663). The I r i s h defences were 
r e l a t i v e l y s i m p l e : t r e n c h e s , banks, s t a k e s , and h u r d l e s (vv. 560 f f . , 
1014 f f . ) . Such e x p e r i e n c e gave them no means to l a y s i e g e t o the 
Normans' motte and b a i l e y c a s t l e s . These accounts o f m i l i t a r y o p e r a t i o n s 
l e a v e us w i t h an o c c a s i o n a l glimpse o f the I r i s h landscape, such as 
l e s gues, the f o r d s , les landes, the moors, although t h i s was a landscape 
f a r d i f f e r e n t from t h a t o f today and w e l l b e f o r e the e x t e n s i v e d e f o r e s t a ­
t i o n . Perhaps as an amusing touch. M i l e s de Cogan's l a n d g r a n t on Mount 
Brandon i n remote west K e r r y , f a r from the P r e n d e r g a s t s , i s c a l l e d the 
w i l d e s t s p o t , on mountain o r p l a i n , i n the w o r l d ( w . 1653 f.) . One 
wonders whether t h i s a l s o shows some awareness o f p r e - C h r i s t i a n and 
C h r i s t i a n r e l i g i o u s p r a c t i c e s on the mountain. Perhaps a s i m i l a r touch 
i s found i n the r e f e r e n c e t o a phantom army which threw the t r o o p s i n t o 
d i s a r r a y one n i g h t (vv. 970 f . ) , a not uncommon I r i s h l i t e r a r y m o t i f . The 

s i t e , Dind R i g (probably Oenach Carmain a t C a r l o w ) , was a l s o a s s o c i a t e d 
19 

w i t h e x c e p t i o n a l m i l i t a r y events i n the I r i s h e p i c t r a d i t i o n . 
I n g e n e r a l , however, the c h r o n i c l e seems t o have r e s o l u t e l y p l a y e d 

down the use o f l o c a l c o l o u r , perhaps because i t was a l l too f a m i l i a r t o 
the p a t r o n s . Although the c h r o n i c l e has a w e a l t h o f I r i s h p e r s o n a l and 
p l a c e names, some o f the l a t t e r i n t h e i r N o r s e - I r i s h v e r s i o n , there i s 
o n l y a s i n g l e I r i s h word: langport f o r longphort, to d e s i g n a t e an I r i s h 
encampment (v. 1 0 0 0 ) . 2 0 

Although i t nowhere informs the account o f a c t u a l events, the 
c h r o n i c l e r had some awareness o f I r i s h p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , as when 
he says t h a t i n I r e l a n d there were as many k i n g s as counts elsewhere 
( w . 2191 f . ) . T h i s f a c t was a l l too apparent t o the Normans and ex­
p l a i n s i n p a r t t h e i r d i f f i c u l t y i n c o n s o l i d a t i n g m i l i t a r y g a i n s . 
H i s t o r i a n s e s t i m a t e up t o 100 l o r d s h i p s and s i x kingdoms of consequence 

21 
a t a time when the t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n was about a m i l l i o n and a t h i r d . 
The p o e t , l i k e G i r a l d u s , a l s o knew o f I r e l a n d ' s d i v i s i o n i n t o c h i e f 
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p r o v i n c e s , but he l i s t s s i x r a t h e r than the t r a d i t i o n a l f i v e ( w . 2193 
f f . ) . The a d d i t i o n , Desmond, l a y to the immediate west o f L e i n s t e r , 
scene o f most o f the c h r o n i c l e ' s a c t i o n . The poem a l s o r e f e r s t o the 
b r o t h e r s who f i r s t h e l d these p r o v i n c e s , an echo of I r i s h t r a d i t i o n s o f 
the Lebor Gabala Erenn (Book of Invasions of Ireland). L a t e r Anglo-
Norman h i s t o r i a n s would c i t e the repeated i n v a s i o n s from t h i s source as 
a j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r and p r e f i g u r a t i o n o f t h e i r own. 

The poem makes no r e a l d i s t i n c t i o n between the mixed Hiberno-Norse 
p o p u l a t i o n s o f the c o a s t a l towns and the n a t i v e I r i s h ; a l l are y r r e i s 

even i f they bear names l i k e A s k u l v mac T o r k i l . We do, however, have 
some o f f s h o r e exotica i n the norreis, Norsemen from the Western I s l e s , 
Man, and Norway, l e d by a l a t t e r - d a y b e r s e r k e r , Jehan l e Deve, John the 
Wode o r Mad ( w . 2257 f f . ) . In much the same way the i n v a d e r s are s i m p l y 
engleis s i n c e England i s t h e i r country o f r e s i d e n c e and i t i s t o t h a t 
k i n g they owed p e r f u n c t o r y a l l e g i a n c e ( w . 467, 691). T h i s i s as t r u e o f 
the h a l f - W e l s h , half-Norman G e r a l d i n e s as of the Flemings from Pembroke­
s h i r e . T h i s i s , however, not due t o an ignorance o f g e o g r a p h i c a l o r i g i n s . 
As a r h e t o r i c a l f l o u r i s h , the c h r o n i c l e r s t a t e s on one o c c a s i o n t h a t 
French, Normans, and Flemings a l l gave pledges f o r Robert f i t z Stephen 
(v. 2648). The make-up o f the dominant c l a s s i n England was not f o r g o t t e n 
and a l l e g i a n c e was to t h i s c l a s s and i t s c o l l e c t i v e economic and m i l i t a r y 
power. The French language was a medium f o r communication; i t was not 

22 
an e t h n i c i d e n t i f i e r . 

H i s t o r i a n s , I r i s h h i s t o r i a n s one s h o u l d add, have w r i t t e n o f the 
i s o l a t e d development o f the I r i s h m e n t a l i t y , o f i t s deep d i s t r u s t o f the 
b e t t e r o r g a n i z e d , m a t e r i a l l y more po w e r f u l o u t s i d e r s . Perhaps from the 
Norman p e r s p e c t i v e , Maurice Sheehy w r i t e s o f the Gaels' " t r e a c h e r o u s 

23 
s e n s i t i v i t y , i n s i d i o u s l y p a r a l y z i n g i n e r t i a and m e r c u r i a l e l u s i v e n e s s . " 
From the I r i s h p e r s p e c t i v e , on the o t h e r hand, he w r i t e s o f how c l e r i c s ' 
and p o e t s ' " i m a g i n a t i v e , concrete and backward look p r e s e r v e d and p e r p e t u ­
ated t h i s c u l t u r a l n o n - t e r r i t o r i a l u n i t y a g a i n s t the p h i l o s o p h i c a l and 

24 
j u r i d i c a l n o t i o n s o f the o r g a n i z e d s o c i e t y o f medieval Europe" (p. 36) . 

By 1225, the presumed date of the c h r o n i c l e , I r e l a n d was f i l l i n g up 
w i t h s e t t l e r s , b u r e a u c r a t s , and m i l i t a r y a d v e n t u r e r s . A f t e r 1175, 
Henry and then John began t o s i g n away l a n d t h a t was not even t h e o r e t i c a l l y 
t h e i r s to g r a n t , and t h e r e appears to have been more o f a f r e e - b o o t i n g , 
r a p a c i o u s s p i r i t ( d e s p i t e the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e changes and the i n c i p i e n t 



131 

c e n t r a l government i n Dublin) than i n the e a r l y years of the i n v a s i o n . 
Each succeeding wave of immigrants seems both t o have been absorbed by 
the n a t i v e I r i s h — f o r few save the c h i e f t a i n s were a c t u a l l y d i s p o s s e s s e d 
o f t h e i r l a n d and even then upper c l a s s i n t e r m a r r i a g e was f r e q u e n t — 

25 
and t o have been e x p l o i t e d whenever p o s s i b l e by the next incoming wave. 
Of a l l t h i s , the Anglo-Norman c h r o n i c l e , perhaps d i s a p p o i n t i n g l y , p r o ­
v i d e s v e r y l i t t l e e v i d e n c e . Th i s may j u s t p o s s i b l y be a t t r i b u t e d t o the 
poet, perhaps a r e l a t i v e newcomer from England, but appears more l i k e l y 
r e l a t e d t o the poem's sp o n s o r s h i p and t o the c o n c e p t i o n o f h i s t o r i o -
g r a p h i c a l r e l e v a n c e . J u s t as i n c o n t r a s t to G i r a l d u s t h e r e i s no mention 
o f e c c l e s i a s t i c a l matters l i k e the d e f i c i e n c i e s i n p a s t o r a l c a r e , o r 
I r i s h m a r i t a l customs, so denounced by G i r a l d u s and Rome, there i s , 
d e s p i t e the year o f c o m p o s i t i o n , o n l y b r i e f mention o f events a f t e r 1176, 
and these are l i k e the a n a c h r o n i s t i c i n c l u s i o n o f a p a t r o n i n a h i s t o r i c a l 
canvas d e p i c t i n g an e a r l i e r e r a . 

The p a t r o n s o f the c h r o n i c l e were not d i s s i m i l a r t o o t h e r Norman 
and Anglo-Norman f a m i l i e s t h a t encouraged v e r n a c u l a r h i s t o r i o g r a p h y . 
I t would appear t h a t the c h r o n i c l e ' s sponsors wanted a h i s t o r i c a l r e c o r d 
o f the f i r s t decade o f m i l i t a r y a c t i v i t y , the r a d i c a l change i n the 
f a m i l y ' s c i r c u m s t a n c e s , and a v i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e i r r i g h t o f p o s s e s s i o n 
— a l t h o u g h , u n l i k e many contemporary c h r o n i c l e s , the u n f o l d i n g o f 
h i s t o r y i s n o t c r e d i t e d t o the r e a l i z a t i o n o f the workings o f d i v i n e 

26 
P r o v i d e n c e . The commissioning o f the poem r e s u l t e d i n an i n s t a n t l y 
documented p a s t , but e x c l u d e d any r e f e r e n c e to what was l i k e l y a con­
s i d e r a b l y more complex and perhaps even t h r e a t e n i n g contemporary I r e l a n d , 
and c e r t a i n l y made no admission o f any i n c i p i e n t g a e l i c i z a t i o n — d e s p i t e 
Maurice's nickname O s s e r i a t h . Nor i s there much o v e r t r e c o g n i t i o n o f 
the f u l l y documented p a s t o f the host c o u n t r y and i t s p e o p l e , a l t h o u g h 
t h i s may have been an i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r i n the g e n e s i s o f the c h r o n i c l e . 
Although the t i g h t l y k n i t Norman f i e f s , g e n e r a l l y on the most a r a b l e 
l a n d , were as l a r g e r u n i t s r a t h e r randomly s c a t t e r e d among I r i s h h o l d i n g s , 
there i s no r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t a l a r g e p o r t i o n o f I r e l a n d was s t i l l not 
e f f e c t i v e l y a d m i n i s t e r e d through Anglo-Norman procedures; i n o t h e r 
words, not f u l l y conquered. P o s s i b l e contemporary problems w i t h D u b l i n , 
Winchester, o r Windsor are no more r e f l e c t e d i n the poem than Strongbow's 
i n i t i a l problems w i t h Henry I I . I n s t e a d , t h e r e i s f a m i l y h i s t o r y and 
h e r o i c e s c a p i s t l i t e r a t u r e a l l i n one, i n v e r s i f i e d form t o be read 
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a l o u d . The circumstances of such a re a d i n g a r e , r e g r e t t a b l y , beyond our 
r e c a l l . There are s p e c i f i c m i l i t a r y events b ut l i t t l e i n the way of 
i n d i v i d u a l i z e d c h a r a c t e r s . From a l a t e r p e r s p e c t i v e , a l t h o u g h w r i t t e n 
i n 1225 a t the e a r l i e s t , the work seems as c l o s e t o the events i t recounts 
as G i r a l d u s ' work o f 1189, based on h i s s t a y i n I r e l a n d i n 1183 and 
1185-86. But i t i s r e s o l u t e l y i n the p a s t t e n s e , not i n a mimetic 

27 
p r e s e n t . The dynamics are the simple ones o f m i l i t a r y a l l i a n c e and 
conquest, not the compromises of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n a t w o - t i e r e d s t a t e 
rendered m o r e - i n s t a b l e by a constant i n f l u x o f am b i t i o u s newcomers and 
a g r a d u a l e x c l u s i o n o f the n a t i v e I r i s h , e.g., from h i g h e r e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 
o f f i c e o r the f u l l coverage of E n g l i s h law. But by 1290 the f l o o d o f 
Norman a c t i v i t y would be over, and the ebb would have s e t i n . 

Warren has suggested o f G a e l i c I r e l a n d t h a t " s o c i e t y ' s s t r e n g t h 
l a y i n a g e n e r a l l y d i f f u s e d body o f s o c i a l customs and laws e n f o r c e d 
e n t i r e l y w i t h i n the c o n t e x t of c l o s e l y i n t e g r a t e d neighbourhood u n i t s " 
(p. 5 ) . S i n c e m i l i t a r y e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p , i f , o r i g i n a l l y , not o u t r i g h t 
t e r r i t o r i a l conquest, was al l o w e d , the homogeneous s o c i a l o r d e r was a 
major source o f s t a b i l i t y and s e c u r i t y . T h i s s o c i e t y p e r f o r c e remained 
s t a t i c u n t i l touched by a s o c i e t y t h a t accepted change as an i n e v i t a b l e 
i n g r e d i e n t i n l i f e . When, as a r e s u l t o f the V i k i n g r a i d s and l a t e r 
Anglo-Norman i n v a s i o n , t h i s change was i n e v i t a b l e , there was a surge o f 
a n t i q u a r i a n i n t e r e s t t h a t r e s u l t e d i n the g r e a t t w e l f t h - c e n t u r y c o m p i l a ­
t i o n s o f I r i s h l i t e r a t u r e and l o r e . Perhaps the most t e l l i n g q u a l i t y o f 
the Anglo-Norman c h r o n i c l e as concerns p e r c e p t i o n s o f change i s i t s d i s ­
r e g a r d f o r the p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l e v o l u t i o n o f e a r l y t h i r t e e n t h -
century I r e l a n d , w h i l e i t c o n c e n t r a t e d , q u i t e s u c c e s s f u l l y through ad­
herence t o i t s p r i n c i p l e s o f h i s t o r i o g r a p h i c a l r e l e v a n c e , on the " o r i g i n 

28 
s t o r y " o f the Norman-Irish s t a t e , the fundamental change o f 1169. 
Although i t would be an ex a g g e r a t i o n t o say t h a t the Prendergasts were, 
l i k e so many who f o l l o w e d them, a l r e a d y becoming "more I r i s h than the 
I r i s h themselves," we do f i n d a c l e a r example from an important immigrant 
group i n I r e l a n d of the wor l d view t h a t Frank O'Connor has so f r u i t f u l l y 

29 
e x p l o r e d as "the backward l o o k . " 

C o u n c i l of O n t a r i o U n i v e r s i t i e s 
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NOTES 

*T h i s a r t i c l e i s the a d a p t a t i o n o f a paper p r e s e n t e d a t the E i g h t h 
M e d i a e v a l C o l l o q u i u m , " P e r c e p t i o n s o f Change," h e l d i n February, 1985 
a t Scarborough C o l l e g e of the U n i v e r s i t y o f Toronto. 

* The I r i s h a n n a l s , by t h e i r c a p s u l e - l i k e , y e a r - a t - a - t i m e n a t u r e , 
cannot p r o v i d e an adequate overview. Indeed, i t i s one o f the many 
i r o n i e s o f H i b e r n o - B r i t i s h r e l a t i o n s t h a t an event which has s i n c e proved 
an i n e r a d i c a b l e p o i n t o f h i s t o r i c a l r e f e r e n c e s h ould have gone l a r g e l y 
unremarked by the e n t r i e s f o r 1169. In an I r e l a n d plagued by i n t e r n e c i n e 
s t r u g g l e and endemic t r i b a l w a r f a r e s i n c e the d e s t a b i l i z i n g Norse r a i d s , 
the appearance o f the "grey f o r e i g n e r s , " o s t e n s i b l y as a l l i e s i n the 
s e r v i c e o f a p r o v i n c i a l I r i s h k i n g , was not more noteworthy than the 
r e - a l i g n m e n t o f the Hiberno-Norse o f the c o a s t a l towns and t h e i r o c c a s i o n ­
a l Hebridean and Manx a l l i e s w i t h o t h e r s h i f t s on the chequered I r i s h 
p o l i t i c a l scene. As an e x c e p t i o n , Fragment I o f the Miscellaneous I r i s h 

Annals A.D. 1147-1437, ed. Seamus 6 hlnnse (Du b l i n 1947), does p r o v i d e a 

f a i r l y f u l l account o f e a r l y Anglo-Norman a c t i v i t y i n I r e l a n d . 
2 

An e d i t i o n o f the French t e x t i s g i v e n by F r e d e r i c Madden i n 
Archaeologia 22 (1829) 307-22. Samples from an E n g l i s h t r a n s l a t i o n can 
be found i n J.F. Lydon, "The M e d i e v a l E n g l i s h Colony" i n The Course of 

I r i s h History, eds. T.W. Moody and F.X. M a r t i n (2nd ed., Cork 1984) 
148 f . 

3 The Song of Dermot and the Earl, ed. and t r a n s . Goddard H. Orpen 
(Oxford 1892); Ireland Under the Normans, 4 v o l s . (London 1911-20). 

4 
M. Domenica Legge, Anglo-Norman L i t e r a t u r e and. its Background 

(Oxford 1963) 303. Other r e f e r e n c e s t o o r c r i t i c a l study of the c h r o n i c l e 
w i l l be found i n the f o l l o w i n g c h r o n o l o g i c a l l i s t i n g : reviews o f Orpen's 
e d i t i o n by P a u l Meyer, Romania 21 (1892) 444-51, and by F e l i x Liebermann, 
English H i s t o r i c a l Review 8 (1893) 129-33; J.F. O'Doherty, " H i s t o r i c a l 
C r i t i c i s m o f The Song of Dermot and the Earl," I r i s h H i s t o r i c a l Review 1 
(1938) 4-10, and M.J. de C. Dodds, i b i d . 244-46; S t . John D. Seymour, 
Anglo-Irish L i t e r a t u r e 1200-1582 (Cambridge 1929) 14-21; F.X. M a r t i n , 
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"The Normans: A r r i v a l and S e t t l e m e n t , 1169—c. 1300," i n The Course of 

I r i s h History (at n. 2) 123-43; W i l l i a m S a yers, "The Patronage o f La 
Conquete d'Irlande," Romance Philology 21 (1967) 34-41; Alexander B e l l , 
"Notes on 'The Song o f Dermot and the E a r l ' , " Modern Language Review 68 
(1973) 283-91; Joseph Long, "Dermot and the E a r l : Who Wrote the Song?" 
Proceedings of the Royal I r i s h Academy 75 C (1975) 263-72; see, t o o , 
n. 5 

5 Expugnatio hibernica, ed. and t r a n s . A.B. S c o t t and F.X. M a r t i n 
( D u b l i n 1978). 

6 See Sayers (at n. 4 ) . E a r l R i c h a r d ' s daughter, I s a b e l de C l a r e , 
m a r r i e d W i l l i a m the Marshal, and t h e i r son, W i l l i a m , sponsored the 
v e r s i f i e d biography o f h i s f a t h e r ; H i s t o i r e de Guillaume le Marechal, 

comte de S t r i g u i l et de Pembroke, regent d'Angleterre de 1216-1219, ed. 
Pa u l Meyer, S o c i e t e de l ' H i s t o i r e de France, 3 V o l s . ( P a r i s 1891-1901). 
C o i n c i d e n t a l l y , the town o f New Ross, which c e l e b r a t e d i t s new f o r t i f i ­
c a t i o n s i n v e r s e , was founded by I s a b e l de C l a r e . 

7 
Expugnatio, 1.3. G i r a l d u s may have had some b i a s a g a i n s t the 

Fle m i s h colony i n Wales, from which Prendergast was drawn, as a r e s u l t 
o f d i f f i c u l t i e s i n c o l l e c t i n g church t i t h e s ; Expugnatio, x i i i . The Song 

s h o u l d n o t , however, be viewed as any s y s t e m a t i c attempt t o r e f u t e the 
Expugnatio. 

8 
U s e f u l overviews o f these events are o f f e r e d i n the f o l l o w i n g : 

M i c h a e l D o l l e y , Anglo-Norman Ireland, c. 1100-1318 (Dublin 1972); M a r t i n 
(at n. 4 ) ; Donncha 0 C o r r a i n , Ireland Before the Normans ( D u b l i n 1972); 
A . J . Otway-Ruthven, "The C h a r a c t e r o f Anglo-Norman Settlement i n I r e l a n d , 
H i s t o r i c a l Studies: Papers Read Before the I r i s h Conference of Historians 

5 (1965) 75-84; Maurice Sheehy, When the Normans Came to Ireland (Cork 
and D u b l i n 1975); W i l f r i d L. Warren, "The I n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f T w e l f t h 
Century I r i s h H i s t o r y , " H i s t o r i c a l Studies 7 (1969) 1-19. For more 
r e c e n t c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , see the a r t i c l e s i n The English in Medieval Irelan 

Proceedings of the F i r s t Joint Meeting of the Royal I r i s h Academy and the 
B r i t i s h Academy, Dublin, 1982, ed. James Lydon (Dublin 1984). 

9 • . 
D i a r m a i t ' s a s p i r a t i o n s may w e l l have been t o move toward a more 

c e n t r a l i z e d s t a t e on c o n t i n e n t a l models, and t h i s would account f o r h i s 
unsympathetic treatment by the c o n s e r v a t i v e monastic a n n a l i s t s . 

1 0 T h i s sense o f community i s most e v i d e n t i n the poem on the con­
s t r u c t i o n o f f o r t i f i c a t i o n s a t New Ross, where the town c o u n c i l and 
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v a r i o u s g u i l d s , r a t h e r than any magnate, are the decision-makers and the 
e x e c u t o r s o f the p l a n where each c o n t i n g e n t spent an a l l o t t e d day on the 
p r o j e c t . 

^ Cf. Expugnatio, 11.11. 
12 

Vv.1843 f . , Un arcevesque unt anvee. Que seint laurence pus ert 

clame, have been taken as i n d i c a t i v e o f a date o f composition a f t e r 1225, 
the year o f 0'Toole's c a n o n i z a t i o n . But t h i s c o u l d e a s i l y have been a 
l a t e r c o p y i s t ' s amendment t o a l i n e Que othothil laurence ert clame. 

P h i l i p de P r e n d e r g a s t was c e r t a i n l y i n a p o s i t i o n t o have commissioned 
the c h r o n i c l e e a r l i e r ; see Sayers (at n. 4) 36. 

^ 3 While a d e t a i l e d comparison o f n a r r a t i v e s t y l e and i d e o l o g y i s 
beyond the scope o f t h i s a r t i c l e , the v e r n a c u l a r French c h r o n i c l e was by 
1225 a w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d l i t e r a r y genre, w i t h s t y l i s t i c o r i g i n s i n the 
e p i c , t r a n s l a t i o n s from L a t i n and the romance, but was q u i t e d i s t i n c t 
from the chanson de geste, d e s p i t e the e a r l i e r c i t e d comment by G i r a l d u s ' 
l a t e s t e d i t o r s . See Diana Tyson, "Patronage o f French V e r n a c u l a r H i s t o r y 
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