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Abstrak 

Pengumuman obituari berbayar dalam akhbar merupakan struktur generik berkonteks 
dengan fungsi agama dan komunikatif sosio budaya. Struktur generik ini 
mencerminkan perbezaan dalam kalangan penduduk dari pelbagai strata sosial untuk 
menonjolkan status sosial mereka. Analisis dalam sekitaran Pakistan ini dijalankan 
kerana kajian yang meneroka pengumuman obituari bagi mengenalpasti faktor sosio-
budaya dan sosio-ekonomi tempatan yang mempengaruhi tujuan komunikasi mereka 
masih terbatas. Genre analisis ini dijalankan untuk mengenalpasti tujuan komunikatif, 
peranti stilistik, perwakilan gender, pilihan kandungan dan ciri bukan linguistik genre 
ini. Data diperolehi melalui huraian, kajian dan analisa mod wacana generic. Data 
kajian terdiri daripada 601 obituari berbayar terpilih daripada akhbar Bahasa Inggeris 
Pakistan; The Dawn dan The News International. Sejumlah 30 responden pelbagai 
latar belakang telah ditemubual.  Rangkakerja AL-Ali pada tahun 2005 yang 
disesuaikan daripada model analisis peralihan Swales pada tahun 1990 digunakan 
sebagai prototipikal. Analisis peralihan dan penaakulan induktif membantu 
pemahaman struktur dan maklumat pengumuman obituari yang dikaji. Langkah 
prosedur yang melibatkan tiga fasa; pengenalan, pemahaman dan pengesahan telah 
diguna pakai. Dapatan menunjukkan terdapat persamaan dan ketidaksamaan genre 
yang sama yang dihasilkan diperingkat global. Dapatan juga memperlihatkan bahawa 
beban komunikasi pergerakan genre ini bergantung kepada konteks amalan 
masyarakat dan agama, dan niat peribadi wacana masyarakat. Hasil kajian ini dapat 
menjadi satu model abstrak yang menjadi panduan kepada penulis genre professional 
dan tidak professional di Pakistan. Ia juga membantu meningkat kesedaran kearah 
pengunaan bentuk linguistik yang bersesuaian dalam kalangan pengguna Bahasa 
Inggeris di Pakistan, selain menyediakan satu model teori kepada pengkaji dalam 
subjek yang sama pada masa depan. 

Kata kunci:  Obituari, Genre analisis, Analisis peralihan, Tujuan komunikatif, 
Masyarakat wacana 
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Abstract 

Newspaper paid obituary announcements are contextualized generic structures with 
religious and socio-cultural communicative functions. This generic structure reflects 
differences among people from various social strata to project their social status. The 
analysis in the Pakistani milieu was conducted due to a lack of studies which explore 
these announcements to determine local socio-cultural and socio-economic factors 
which influence their communicative intents. A genre analysis was conducted to 
determine the communicative purposes, stylistic devices, gender representation, 
content selection and non-linguistic features of this genre. Data were obtained by 
describing, investigating and analysing the discourse generic modes. The data 
comprises 601 printed paid obituaries selected from Pakistani English newspapers; 
The Dawn and The News International.  A total of 30 respondents from various 
background were interviewed.  A methodological framework of Al-Ali in 2005 which 
was an adapted form of Swales‟ in 1990 moves analysis model, is used as a 
prototypical. Moves analysis and inductive reasoning lead towards the structural and 
informational understanding of these announcements. Procedural steps involving 
trilateral phases: identification, comprehension and validation have been adopted. The 
findings show a blend of similarities and dissimilarities with the similarly produced 
genre globally. It was also found that the communicational load of the textual moves 
of this genre is dependent on the contextualized societal and religious practices, and 
personalized intentions of the discourse community. The findings of this study could 
serve as an abstract model of guidance for the professional and unprofessional writers 
of this genre in Pakistan. It also helps to create awareness towards using appropriate 
linguistic forms among practitioners of English in Pakistan, and provides a theoretical 
model for future researches dealing with a similar subject matter. 

Keywords: Obituary, Genre analysis, Moves analysis, Communicative purposes, 
Discourse community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  iv 

 

Acknowledgment  

This research work might not have been accomplished without the support and 

contribution of certain individuals. From the core of my heart, I would like to express 

my thanks; 

To my mother, her prayers always encompass me in the circle of unseen blessings. 

Love you mom! 

To my supervisors Dr. Anne and Dr. Hariharan, they tolerantly offered me years of 

generous professional guidance, cerebral push and strong support to complete this 

work. I am extremely indebted to both of them. My hearty thanks to both of you! 

To my life partner, her constant encouragement and affectionate attitude always kept 

me focused. Thanks Saadia for believing in me!   

To my six-years-old lovely daughter Reenad, who always spared me, though with 

unhappy looks, to continue on the things that kept her away from playing and having 

fun with me. Love you sweetie!   

And, above all of the mentioned, thank you to the Creator, the God Almighty for 

giving me the strength to achieve this goal. Thank you Allah for giving me much 

more than I deserve! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  v 

 

Table of Content  
 

 

Permission to Use …………………………………………………………….. i 

Abstrak ….……………………………………………………………………. ii 

Abstract …..………………………………………………………………….. iii 

Acknowledgment …………………………………………………………….. iv 

Table of Content …………………………………………………………….. v 

List of Tables ………………………………………………………………… ix 

List of Figures ……………………………………………………………….. x 

Abbreviations…………………………………………………………………. xi 

  

CHAPTER ONE INTRODUCTION ……………………………………… 1 

1.1 Introduction ………………………………………………………………. 1 

1.2 Background of the Study …………………………………………………. 5 

1.3 Statement of the Problem ………………………………………………… 8 

1.4 Objectives of the Study …………………………………………………... 12 

1.5 Research Questions ………………………………………………………. 13 

1.6 Rationale of the Study ……………………………………………………. 13 

1.7 Significance of the Study ………………………………………………… 15 

1.8 Scope of the Study ……………………………………..………………… 16 

1.9 Definition of the Terms …………………………………………………... 17 

1.10 Chapterization of the Dissertation ……………………………………... 21 

1.11 Chapter Summary ………………………………………………………. 22 

  

CHAPTER TWO REVIEW OF LITERATURE …………………………. 24 

2.1 Introduction ………………………………………………………………. 24 

2.2 Research Context ………………………………………………………… 25 

2.3 Conceptual Framework …………………………………………………... 30 

2.3.1 Genre Analysis ……………………………………………………. 32 

2.3.2 Genre Theories ……………………………………………………. 33 

2.3.3 Theoretical Underpinnings ………………………………………... 36 

2.3.4 Swales‟ Concept of Genre ………………………………………… 38 



  vi 

 

2.3.4.1 Communicative Purpose …………………………………. 39 

2.3.4.2 Discourse Community …………………………………… 40 

2.4 Newspaper Obituary ……………………………………………………... 41 

2.4.1 Establishing Obituary as Genre …………………………………… 42 

2.5 Analytical Framework of the Study ……………………………………… 45 

2.5.1 The Adopted Analytical Model …………………………………… 47 

2.5.1.1 Opening …………………………………………………... 50 

2.5.1.2 Heading …………………………………………………... 51 

2.5.1.3 Announcing the Occasion ………………………………... 52 

2.5.1.4 Identifying the Deceased ………………………………… 52 

2.5.1.5 Specifying Surviving Relatives ………………………….. 53 

2.5.1.6 Situating Circumstances of Death ………………………. 53 

2.5.1.7 Outlining Funeral and Burial Arrangements ……………. 54 

2.5.1.8 Outlining Arrangements for Receiving Condolences …… 54 

2.5.1.9 Closing …………………………………………………… 55 

2.6 Previous Research ………………………………………………………... 56 

2.6.1 Reviewed Studies …………………………………………………. 57 

2.6.1.1 Generic Features, Moves‟ Analysis and Communicative     

            Purposes ………………………………………………….. 57 

2.6.1.2 Use of Stylistic Devices ……............................................ 62 

2.6.1.3 Portrayal of Genders……..……………………………….. 67 

2.6.1.4 Socio-economic and Socio-cultural Influences ………….. 72 

2.6.1.5 Non-linguistic Features ………………………………….. 76 

2.6.1.6 Content Identification and Cross-cultural Comparisons …. 78 

2.7 An Overview of the Reviewed Studies …………………………………... 82 

2.8 Chapter Summary ………………………………………………………... 84 

  

CHAPTER THREE METHODOLOGY ………………………………….. 85 

3.1 Introduction ………………………………………………………………. 85 

3.2 Research Design ………………………………………………………….. 86 

3.3 Analytical Framework ……………………………………………………. 89 

3.3.1 Moves Analysis …………………………………………………… 90 



 vii 

 

3.4 The Data ………………………………………………………………….. 92 

3.4.1 Data Collection ……………………………………………………. 93 

3.4.1.1 Published Obituaries ……………………………………... 95 

3.4.1.2 The Dawn ………………………………………………… 99 

3.4.1.3 The News International …………………………………... 102 

3.4.2 Interviews …………………………………………………………. 103 

3.5 Data Analysis …………………………………………………………….. 110 

3.6 Validity and Reliability …………………………………………………... 116 

3.7 Pilot Study ………………………………………………………………... 118 

3.8 Chapter Summary ………………………………………………………... 121 

  

CHAPTER FOUR DATA ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS  122 

4.1 Introduction ………………………………………………………………. 122 

4.2 Discourse Generic Moves and their Communicative Purposes ………….. 123 

4.2.1 Data Analysis ……………………………………………………... 123 

4.2.2 Findings …………………………………………………………… 124 

4.2.2.1 First Generic Move – Heading …………………………… 126 

4.2.2.2 Second Generic Move – Describing the Deceased ………. 130 

4.2.2.3 Third Generic Move – Announcing the Death …………... 132 

4.2.2.4 Fourth Generic Move – Funeral/Burial/Other Rituals‟  

            Details ……………………………………………………. 133 

4.2.2.5 Fifth Generic Move – Description of Survivors …………. 134 

4.3 Use of Stylistic Devices …………...……………………………………... 136 

4.3.1 Data Analysis ……………………………………………………... 136 

4.3.2 Findings …………………………………………………………… 137 

4.3.2.1 Euphemisms ……………………………………..………. 138 

4.3.2.2 Transliteration ……………………………………………. 139 

4.3.2.3 Hyperboles ……………………………………………….. 148 

4.3.2.4 Personification …………………………………………… 150 

4.3.2.5 Similes and Metaphors …………………………………… 151 

4.4 Portrayal of Genders……..……………………………………………….. 152 

4.4.1 Data Analysis ……………………………………………………... 153 



 viii 

 

4.4.2 Findings …………………………………………………………… 154 

4.5 Socio-economic Status and the Contents ………………………………… 157 

4.5.1 Data Analysis ……………………………………………………... 158 

4.5.2 Findings …………………………………………………………… 158 

4.6 Socio-economic Status and the Non-linguistic Features ………………… 170 

4.6.1 Data Analysis ……………………………………………………... 171 

4.6.2 Findings …………………………………………………………… 172 

4.7 Chapter Summary ………………………………………………………... 177 

  

CHAPTER FIVE DISCUSSION, CONCLUSIONS AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS ………………………………………………….. 

 

178 

5.1 Introduction ………………………………………………………………. 178 

5.2 Discourse Generic Moves and their Communicative Purposes ………….. 179 

5.3 Use of Stylistic Devices ……………..…………………………………... 186 

5.4 Portrayal of Genders…….……………………………………………….. 190 

5.5 Socio-economic Status and the Contents ………………………………… 198 

5.6 Socio-economic Status and the Non-linguistic Features …………………. 203 

5.7 Implications and Recommendations ……………………………............... 205 

5.8 Limitations and Delimitations of the Study ……………………………… 209 

5.9 Concluding Note …………………………………………………………. 211 

 

REFERENCES ……………………………………………………………… 

 

213 

Appendix 1: Illustrations of the Moves‟ Analysis 226 

Appendix 2: Samples of the Pakistani Newspaper Obituary Announcements 237 

Appendix 3: Raters‟ Information 294 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  ix 

 

List of Tables 
 

Table 2.1 Pakistan‟s population by religion 28 

Table 2.2 Creating a research space model 45 

Table 2.3 Identified component moves of a normal death notice 49 

Table 2.4 Identified component moves of a martyr‟s wedding announcement 49 

Table 3.1 Analytical conceptualization 90 

Table 3.2 Collected obituary announcements with monthly publishing details 96 

Table 3.3 Details about the interviewees  107 

Table 3.4 Interview questions in English 108 

Table 3.5 Interview questions in Urdu 109 

Table 3.6 Validity and reliability related features of the current study  117 

Table 3.7 Application of Al-Ali‟s (2005) identified moves on the pilot data 119 

Table 3.8 Comparison of the occurrences of the moves 120 

Table 3.9 Moves and their sequence of occurrence in the pilot data units 120 

Table 4.1 Identified textual moves of the Pakistani obituaries with sequential   

                occurrence – Pilot study 

125 

Table 4.2 Identified textual moves and steps of the Pakistani obituaries with  

                sequential occurrence – Main study 125 

Table 4.3 Headings of the selected obituaries and the percentage of occurrence 126 

Table 4.4 Commonly used stylistic devices in the selected obituaries 137 

Table 4.5 Commonly used transliterated words in the selected obituaries 140 

Table 4.6 Gender-based percentage of obituaries with photographs of the  

                departed 

154 

Table 4.7 Gender-wise per month publishing frequency 155 

Table 4.8 Research question and its extended itemization 156 

Table 4.9 Research question and its extended itemization 165 

Table 4.10 Research question and its extended itemization 174 

 

 

 

 



  x 

 

List of Figures 
 

Figure 2.1 Broader theoretic outline of the current study 31 

Figure 2.2 Conceptual scaffold of the current study 32 

Figure 3.1 Outline of the research design 87 

Figure 3.2 Obituary announcement from the Dawn 98 

Figure 3.3 Obituary announcement from The News International 99 

Figure 3.4 Front page of the Dawn E-paper of November 8, 2012 101 

Figure 3.5 Front page of The News International E-paper of November 8, 2012 103 

Figure 3.6 Trilateral phases of analysis 111 

Figure 3.7 Moves analysis sample 113 

Figure 3.8 Procedural steps to report interview data 114 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  xi 

 

Abbreviations 
 
Creating a Research Space Model CARS 

English for Specific Purposes ESP 

New Rhetoric Approach NRA 

Pakistani Newspaper Paid Obituary Announcements PNPOAs 

Systemic Functional Linguistics Approach SFLA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  1 

 

CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Introduction 

The word genre has its source in the Latin genus which refers to "kind" or "sort" or 

"class" (Cohen, 1986, p. 203). Linguistically, the term refers to a conformist 

formulary communiqué. It is perceived that all arenas of intellect, academic or 

professional, have their own established genres and all standardized communicative 

practices are the outcomes of genre knowledge. Genres, according to Lüders, Prøitz 

and Rasmussen (2010, p. 947), cover the entire range of recognizable ways of 

communication. Similarly, Derrida and Ronell (1980, p. 65) point out that “there is no 

genre-less text; there is always a genre”. 

Though researchers with different theoretical and pedagogical backgrounds have 

dissimilar opinions vis-à-vis the concept of genre, (details will follow in the 

theoretical part of the second chapter) yet one thing is obvious, that is, the subject is 

“no longer restricted to a specific set of researchers in any one field or in any 

particular section of the globe, but has grown to be of a much wider significance than 

what was envisaged at one time” (Bhatia, 1997, p. 629). Similarly, genres are no 

longer exclusively about the traditional and customary kinds of literary texts or other 

forms of art. Ansary and Babaii (2005, p. 272) declare genres as frameworks for 

analyzing forms and rhetorical functions of non-literary discourse too. 

Currently, genres are intellectualized in broader standings. They are professed simply 

as about how people use language to accomplish their required tasks. Martin (1985, p.  
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APPENDIX 1 

Illustrations of the Moves’ Analysis 

(Every illustration consists of two pages. First page contain the announcement‟s exact 
shape as it appears in the newspaper. The second page displays the complete image of 
the newspaper‟s page containing the announcement.) 
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Extracted from The News International dated 11-07-2012 
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APPENDIX 2 

Samples of the Pakistani Newspaper Obituary Announcements 

(These randomly chosen announcements represent the natural data of the current 
study that consists of 601 obituary announcements of the selected newspapers) 
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