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The Formation of Japanese Modern Courtesy and Etiquette (3)

Akira USUI*

Abstract : In this paper, I outline the formation of Japanese modern courtesy and etiquette in
the latter half of the Meiji period by examining manners and customs, school education, the
modern Emperor system, and etiquette books. In Section 4,1 study the formation of Japanese
modern courtesy and etiquette during the period from the turn of the century to the end of the
Meiji period, during which the Ministry of Education reorganized school ceremonies on na-
tional holidays, and drew out and issued the official manuals of courtesy and etiquette for stu-
dents (sahou—kyouju—youkou) in order to preserve order against the anomic state of Japa-
nese society, especially after the Russo—Japanese War, and people hoped that a “national eti-
quette” (kokumin—reihou) would be institued. Many books titled “national etiquette” were
published, but some of them made much of the position of a Japanese subject, and the other
took account of the viewpoint of a citizen. More etiquette books had treated of sociability as
well as orderliness, and a few of them developed an elaborated and rationalistic justification of

changing courtesy and etiquette.

Key Words : Japanese modern courtesy and etiquette, manners and customs, school educa-

tion, the modern Emperor system, etiquette books
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