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Abstract

Educators are beginning to work with students whose lives have been immersed in the 225t century media
culture. Many of these tools include cell phones, game consoles, laptops, iPads, handheld game devices and
television, just to indicate a few. This growing technology has been used mainly for enteltainment purposes by
the 215t century student and seen by others, especially educators, as a detriment to education and the
intellectual abilities of these students. This paper describes the potential uses of Short Message Service
otherwise known as text messaging in the high school English classroom, particularly how it might encourage
interactions and increase engagement in the classroom. Since Short Message Service SMS requires reading
and writing, exploration and further research in the ways this technology can assist adolescents in the

development of literacy abilities is critical to truly reach the 215t century student.
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Abstract

Educators are beginning to work with students whose lives have been imniersed in the 21
century media culture. Many of these tools include cell phones, game consoles, laptops, iPads,
handheld game devices and television, just to indicate a few. This growing technology has been
used mainly for entertainment purposes by the 21* century student and seen by others, especially
educators, as a detriment to education and the intellectual abilitics of these students. This paper
describes the potential uses of Short Message Service otherwise known as text messaging in the
high school English classroom, particularly how it might encourage interactions and increase
engagement in the classroont, Since Short Message Service SMS requires reading and writing,
exploration and further research in the ways this technology can assist adolescents in the

developmem of literacy abilities is critical to truly reach the 21* century student.
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Introduction

In a time when technology is so important to functioning in today’s society, there has been a
significant shift in this generation when compared to others and the students that are 4 part of
them. With this ideal in mind, there is no wonder why the learner from today, who can be
referred to as the 21% century learner or digital native (Prensky, 2004, p. 1), acquire knowledge
quite differently from the way studcnts did even just ten years ago. Marc Prensky attributes such
changes to a phenomenon based on the latest neurobiology research known as neuroplasticity.
Neuroplasticity describes how “the brain constantly reorganizes itself all of our childhood and
adult life* (Prensky, 2004, p. 1). The brain changes and organizes itself based upon the type of
input that is received, and so stimulation changes brain structures.

Such an idea could potentiaily explain this difference between how are students is
fearning now versus how older students learned before. “Our children today are being socialized
in a way that is vastly different from their parents” (Prensky, 2004, p. 1). Presnky goes on to list
an overwhelming amount of data to show such a difference: 10,000 hours playing videogames,
over 200,000 email and instant messages sent and received, over 10,000 hours talking on digital
cell phones; over 20,000 hours waiching TV, over 500,000 commmercial seen and unfortunately at
the very most 5,000 hours of time dedicated to reading books, and all of this is before a child
even goes info college” (p. 1). The stimulation and experiences this new generation of students
receive is quite different causing them to have a different brain structurc,

This thought pushes, not only for a crucial restructuring of how teachers teach, to ensure
they are realistically meeting students where they are, but also to appeal to these students’ new
and creative learning styles. Even the way tcachers think about approaches and pedagogies they

would traditionally use in their classroom must change. The 21" century fearner is unknowingly
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pushing for a change, a change that will cause schools to proactively and progressively
restructure the traditional school setting.

In comparison to a morc historical perspective for education progression, Kellner (2000)
states that, “10 dramatize the issues at stake, we should seriously consider the claim that we are
now undergoing one of the most significant technological revolutions for education since the
progression from oral to print and book based teaching” (p. 1). The culture of our society is
quickly changing duc to this technological revolution. Kellner (2000) goes on further to explain,
that the transition to print literacy and book culture had involved a dramatic transformation of
education this technological revolution too demands a major restructuring of our educational
system today, with the incorporation of newly developed curricula, pedagogy, literacies,
practices, and goals (p. 1). We now exist in an increasingly diverse, globalized, complex, and
media focused society. “Students are growing up in a different world- -a world of ubiquitous
technology” (Tomita, 2009, p. 185), and these emerging technologies can and will provide
unlimited possibilities for exciting new discoveries and developments into teaching pedagogies.

This rapid increase of the usc of tcchnology over the past decade has led 1o changes in the
ways our young people gather and process information. This presents an interesting challenge for
teachers in educating the students of today. Traditional classroom pedagogies that do not offer
flexibility, immediate feedback, amongst other things that appeal to the 21* century learner, may
not be enough to fully engage students. If hopes of creating a successful learning environment
for intellectual stimulation and critical thinking skills to develop is the goal, integration of
technology in the classroom is a road less taken we will have to cross more often. “Technology
provides a vehicle to foster the development of communitics, where Jearning is infused with

social interactions among students with teachers, and with others who have traditionally been
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considered outside the traditional structure of the school” (Tomita, 2009, p. 189). With this
emerging technologtcal revolution, educators must come to terms with the fact that the typical
student that is born into a society like this is quite different, especially as a learner. In his article
“Text Messaging and {mplications for its use in Education” (2009), Tomita explains that, “in a
rapidly changing world students will need to understand and master the usc of 21* century
technology tools to effectively communicate and collaborate together (p. 190). Such a statement
speaks to the claim that educators must incorporate and teach with these tools so students fully

understand the power these tools hold for their future success.

4
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Related Literature

The beginning of accepting learners as different as they are today began with eLearning.
Elearning allows students to access the educational curriculum in places outside of the
traditional classroom sctting with the use of technological devices. ELcarning, a phenomenon
that has been an important piece in reforming teaching pedagogies has opened the door to
another facet that can be categorized under the category of elearning, which is mLearning.
Mellow {2005) states that the 2004 Mobilearn confercnce in Rome says that “mbLearning is a
sub-sct of cLearning--as such it needs to be considered within a blended learning strategy in the
same way that any education institution or corporate training department needs to view all other
learning delivery methods” (p. 471). “The ‘m’ in mLearning generally refers to mobile the
delivery of content and learning interactions via mobile devices” (Mellow, 2005, p. 469). With
the cxclusion of laptops, this type of lcarning would include tools such as cell phones, iPads,
iPod touches, and any other tablet device that is considered both portable and mobilc (easily
transported). In an environment where mLearners are present, they “typically view content
and/or lessons in small, manageable formats” (McConatha & Praul 2007, p. 1). An mLearning
methodology gives educators a chance to reach today’s students and make learning truly
collaborative and interactive for students.

Kellner (2005) explains that traditional or modern education “emphasizes submission to
authority, rote memorization and what Freive called the ‘banking concept’ of education, in which
learned teachers deposit knowledge into passive students, inculcating conformity, subordination
and normalization” (p. 2). This means, the idea of teacher is the all-knowing expert, the student
is the amateur with little to no expertise, in other words, teacher speak, student listen, absorb, and

repeat. Which for ostensibie reasons leaves little to no room for creativity. As educators, we
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should want to enhance the creative minds or outside-of-the-box thinking our students possess.
Educators must teach their students to be critical thinkers, so they can take their creative thoughts
and process them, turning them into discoveries, inventions, and so mch more.

“In a traditional classroom environment, the instructor is solely responsible for
intcraction with the students. The instructor chooses to ask questions and decides which students
are altowed to comment on the lecture” (McDonald, 2010, p. 45). With the traditional
pedagogies of teaching, educators will unfortunately neglect the 21% century learner because
these individunals take in information quite differently than in the past. There is difficulty in
shifting from thc traditional pedagogics because, “pari of the challenge we encounter is due fo
the differences between students of the 21" Century and the facuity members at the front of the

classroom. The chart offered by Rodgers et al. (2006, p. 3) below illustrates these differences:

~ Students Faculty
Multitasking Single or limited tasks
o Fiiéftir_éé_, sound, video Text
Random access Linear, logical, sequential
Interactive and networked Independent and individual

Taking a closer look at these differences, the impact will unfortunately have a negative result on
the learning of these 217 century learners. These new learners have traits and characteristics to
their learning that their teachers may not necessarily be comfortable or familiar with. Qur
students are in a world of ubiquitous technology, where they have quick access to information in
multiple different forms from audio, video, and condensed text. With such information, teachers

can engage students and keep them interested in learning; therefore, faculty must “abandon the
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notion that a fccturc and reading assigniment arc cnough to teach a lesson” (Rodger et al., 2006,
p. 3). The teacher’s role in the classroom is shifting away {rom an independent and separated role
to a more collaborative one with their students.

The direct style of traditional teaching lacks interactivity and immediate feedback, which
is so important to this gencration of students. This antiquated style of teaching is ineffective for
the 21 century learner, With the technological revolution, there is a definite need for a thorough
restructaring of the education system and in efforts to learn how we really need to reach our
students. “Furthermore, the technological revolution of the present era makes possible the radical
reconslruclion and restructuring of education and society argued for in the progressive era by
Dewey and in the 1960s, and 1970s by Tvan Itlich, Paolo Freire, and others who sought radical
education and social reform” (Kellner, 2005, pg 1). Students are different now and the divide is a
digital one. The divide exists between the two different generations of teacher and student, which
mist be confronted. To do so, educators must become familiar with the characteristic differences
with learning and processing, as well as the everyday life experiences of these 21 century
students.

According to Holzen et al., (2006) in the article “Teaching the 21¥ Century Learner” the
21* century learner can be difficult to relate to by traditional or older educators because of the
different relationship they have with information, interactions, and learning, explaining:

The 21" Century Learner has many education traits that older educators may not be

familiar or comfortablc with. These traits include gravitating toward group activities,

thinking its cool to be smart, busy with extracurricular activities, identifying with their
parents’ values and feeling close to them, respecting social conventions and institution
being fascinated with new technologies, and being comfortable with racial and ethnic

diversity. (p. 2)

Education needs to be rclcvant to the demands of the new millennia. Teachers and school

systems must attempt to close the digital divide that separates teachers from their students, By
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doing so they will have the opportunity to explore and acknowledge the positive impact
mbLearning will have for their classrooms, “educators need to be fleet of foot and adapt their
material and methods of teaching to best fit this new breed of learners” (Mello, 2005, p. 470).
Ml earning is considered to have potential for growth in education and as a nation the use of
technology in our schools, in our classrooms has to be considered. This i1s no easy task to
accomplish; it brings challenges and requires not just teachers but those at the state and national
tevel to find a way to successfully integrate technology in the educational system. “This Great
Transformation poses tremendous challenges to educators to rethink their hasic tenets, to deploy
the media in creative and productive ways, and to restructure schooling to respond constructively
and progressively to the technological and social changes that we are now experiencing”
(Kellner, 2005, p. 1). Efforts thus far have been made at a national level to include technology in
the educational standards.

The Common Core Standards is an example of how the importance of technology in the
classroom is showing up in education, The Common Core Standards is a state-led initiative
coordinated by the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and the Council of
Chief State School Officers (CCS). These Common Core Standards were developed in
collaboration with teachers, school administrators, and experts, to provide a clear and consistent
framcwork to preparc our children for college and the workforce (CCS). These individuals sce
the significance of techunology being an integral piece worth educating our stidents about, The
standards have been adopted by over 45 states, including the District of Columbia and the US
Virgin Islands. The integration of technology and media standards in these common corc

standards shows the significance this area has had and will continuc to have on our society.
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Technology is a world that our student are living with, and fostering that environment will help
lead to a more interactive clagsroom.

Duc to this technological rcvolution the 21st century learner is a quick thinker and expect
quick responses, “the hypertext minds of 21" Century Learners crave interactivity, {they] are
good at reading visual images, have strong visual-spatial skills, tend toward parallel processing
and inductive discovery, look for fast response times which leads to short attention spans”
{Holzen ct al., 2006, p. 2). Inferactivity in the classroom helps promote a more active learning
environment and “the presence of interactivity in the classroom is reported to yield benefits in
relation to the promotion of more active learning environments, the building of learning
communities, the provision of greater feedback for lecturers, and contributes towards students
moiivation” (Markett et al., 2006, p. 281). This type of interactivity in the classroom can be
obtained through the implementation of different technological tools that are beneficial for the
classroom. Since this new interest in implementing more technological tools in the classroom,
standards have been put in place to help carry this learning opportunity into the classroon.
Reasoning for the implementation of standards, regarding tecchnology into the Common Core
Standards is stated as:

New technologies have broadened and expanded the role that speaking and listening play

in acquiring and sharing knowledge and have tightened their link 1o other forms of

communication. The Internet has accelerated the speed at which connections between
speaking, listening, reading, and writing can be made, requiring that students be ready to
usc these modalitics ncarly simultaneously. Technology itself is changing quickly,

creating a new urgency for students to be adaptable in response to change. (CCR p. 48)
With such a difference in the way our students arc thinking and expected to be thinking, this idea

of technologies in the classroom inexorably affects the education field. Instead of having

emphasis placed on the amount of information memorized and absorbing, emphasis must be
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placed on the importance of making connections, thinking through issues and solving problems;
molding critical thinkers to ensure they will be successful through college and in their career.

Students who are said to be college and career ready in reading, writing, spcaking,
listening, and language will need to be able to use technology and digital media both strategically
and capably. For example: “Students {need tc be able to] employ technology thoughtfully to
enhance their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language use” {(CCS p. 7). To assist the
quick and fast paced mind of our studcnts, there is technology we can utilize that could help in
reaching these learners to ensure college and career readiness.

Cell phones are popular devices that could be used to reach diverse learners. The rising
popularity of Short-Message-Service (SMS) or text messaging is defined as “the act of typing
and sending a brief, electronic message (less than 160 characters) via a wircless network to
another person so that they can view the short message on any number of mobile or handheld
devices” (Ruby & Ruby, 2011, p. 298). SMS is one of the most popular communication 1ools,
with “2 4 biilion users worldwide. Around 90% of teens exchange SMS with their peers, with an
average character length of 71 characters (Tomita, 2009, pg. 186). This popular form of
communication is used daily by Americans of all ages, but predontinantly used by “digital
natives,’ a group who are deeply involved in the American school system — its studenis, who are
apart of the ‘net generation.” Marc Prensky coined the term digital native in his work “Digital
Natives, Digital Immigrants”, published in 2001. These “digital natives™ are born during or after
the gencral introduction of digital technology, and with these individuals interacting and growing
with digital technology at such an early age, hold a greater understanding of its concepts. ‘Net
generation’, a term coined by Diane Oblinger refers to individuals who were born in or after

1982 who have never known a world without computer technology.
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Using SMS, as a form of communication requires a different set of skills, the literacy
skills these students are using by texting include both reading and writing. Something more here
needs to be explored. Exploration of techniques on how to use tools students can participate
frequently with such as texting can have a significant impact on the engagement in the
classroom. Activities such as text messaging can be utilized for input while simultaneously
allowing students to communicate with the class, in a new and exciting way. “Teachers can
capitalize on teens aflinity for mobilc phones to use them in the classroom 1o support content
creation, student-centered learning and collaboration, as well as authentic learning and the
differentiation of instraction” (Orthober & Thormas, 2011, p. 56).

This technological revolution is not just for the enhancement of everyday life, but in the
cducation field as well. The article “Tcaching the 21* Century Learner” (2006) speaks to the idea
of the relationship change student’s have with learning and retaining information in comparison
to those who went to school 10-20 years ago. It further explains, “those born after 1982 —have a
different relationship with information and learning than do previous generations, as a result of
their access to the internet and computer-enable technologies™ (Holzen et al., p. 1). Challenges
that arise are problems such as trying to create or find ways to implement SMS technologies in
the classroom, productively and creatively o appeal to the technological and social changes of
today.

Dissenting opinions discuss challenges that say the integration of technology of schools
requires moncy, time and support for training and providing access. Fortunately, Markett et al.
(2006) challenge such an issue by stating, “within an education setting, using mobile phones as
an interactive tool requires minimal technical and financial support: the majority of students

possess the necded hardware and software and communicalion oceurs via cXisting mobile
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networks, which are maintained independently by mobile service providers” (p. 282). Meaning,
there is no technology training necessary and the cell phone should not be an intimidating device
to use.

Dissenting vicws also have valid concerns of whether or rot SMS or text messaging is
harmful to a student’s grammatical development, since those messages are, “compact, and often
times riddled with acronyms or purposely incorrect spelling designed for speed-of input”
(McConatha and Prauvl, 2007, p. 4). However, such an asswmplion is countered with an
explanation of a classroom that used mobile devices and came together to share content and
messages {McConatha and Praul, 2007, p. 4). Educators have to understand that these are
teaching opportunities to assist our students if such a grammatical mistakes do arise, “literacy is
not limited to only typographic litcracics, but includes digital literacies as well. Both require
different skills, each specific to its intended audience” (Tomita, 2009, p. 190).

Other opponents views state that, “this type of communication is destroying the way our
kids, read, think, and write” (Tom-ita, 2009, p. 188). Critics also say that SMS tools do not
require critical thinking skills or analysis and that this activity is destroying the idea of the
written word. 1n contrast to these claims, “researchers have indicated that SMS is an area for
further exploration in education, suggesting possible areas of investigation such as: in class
discussions, two-way service interactions, creative ‘free spaces’ for text-based play, language
learning vocabulary and study support, and learning support {(Markett et al., 2006, p. 282).

Tomita {2009) shows more through research done by Dr. Beverly Plester, a research
psychologist and professor at Coventry University, that states, “new research shows a stronger
causal relationship between text abbreviations and literacy skills”(p. 188). This idea shows the

skills thesc students possess with English are grealer or betler than assumed. Students are writing
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frequently everyday through texting and it gives exposure to written word. “Plester argued that
text messaging (SMS) provides more exposure to written word, which positively relates to
greater literacy attainment” (Tomita, 2009, p. 188). Teachers just need to be willing to tap into
this knowledge they possess and use it to have more in-depth conversations about creating and
sharing writing. However, more research needs to be conducted to speak about the effects text-
messaging tools have on literacy skills to make definite claims cither way.,

In Tomita’s articlc “Text Messaging and Implications for its use in Education”™, he shows
his readers that text messaging is encouraging and has students writing more now, than any other
generation in the past. He explains how this allows educators to communicate and facilitate
unusual but useful discussions about topics such as writing to and for an audience or community.
I also helps promote discussion about writing for 4 purpose and in a specific genre. This new
outlet simply puts a creative yet productive twist to the typical English classroom discussion
{Tomita, 2009, p. 184). With this creative tool, there are varieties of ways that SMS technologies
can be implemented and used in the secondary English classroom. If implemented successfully
ways these techniques can encourage students to increase interaclivily in a new and interesting
way within the class.

Implementation of SMS technologies has occurred frequently at the college level in a
variety of courses. Due to the enormous sizes of lectures, professors in the UK decided to
implement the usage of cohort texting during the class period, to integrale a different type of
communal and interactive experience among students. For some classes at the college level, it is
comnton to have an amount of students exceeding 100 in one lecture. This can be both
intrmidating and frustrating for some students (Bradley et al., 2010, p. 2), and consequently does

not meel the student’s needs. This large style of lecture is not very appealing to every learning
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style and professors in the UK have created an alternative to make the classroom more
intcractive with the use of 21 century technologies such as SMS.

SMS technologies as a method of interactivity increase engagement and excitement
within the lecture for the material presented to the class. “The project team involved with this
experiment aimed to use TxtTools to support the staff in their efforts to engage students and
energize the lecture™ (Bradley et al,, 2010, p. 2). The goal of this would be to cnablc all of the
students to actively engage in classroom discussion by asking guestions, which would come in
anonymously creating an unthreatening and unintimidating environment. Cach student would be
abie to ask questions throughout the lecture as they arisc, The student’s questions would
automatically scroll up on a list on the computer screen for real time analysis and rcsponsc, the
teacher would then choose to ¢ither discuss those questions during the lecture it was asked in or
save them to address them for next class, via email, or any other outlet that is seen fit. This
project would appeal to different learners and offer students a new learning encounter that would
create a well-rounded class experience for all those involved.

After this study was completed, the conductors of this study found that eighty-six percent
of the students said that they liked using TxtTools, “students apprectated the fact that they could
ask a questions without disrupting the lecture [anonymously]” (Bradley et al., 2010, p. 9). The
use of text messaging in class saved time for both the students and the lecturer. Sixty-four
percent of the students thought that tcxt messaging helped them to actively intcract with the
learning material, allowing (he students to ask immediate questions and slaie concerns as they
arose without disrupting the lecture and the flow of the class, This shows how beneficial the

implcmentation of SMS technologies such as TxtTools can be if implemented in the classroom.
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Students from this study also felt that when the professor displayed the anonymous
questions that were sent in by the students during class, it encouraged more students to actively
engage in the lecture. It also offcred a variety of perspectives that were not always available.
This activity quickly showed how, and what everyone else processed and understood in the
lecture. If there were major misunderstandings, the professor would observe them and address
the questions that showed obvious confusion of a topic, which the students reatly appreciated.

Seventy-nine percent of the students and the lecturer in this case study felt that the usage
of TxtTools helped students comprehend the material better, being that the SMS aspect of the
class added a different dynamic to the class environment. It increased interaction with the
material rather than just listening and absorbing, making it more exciting and relatable so
students remembered and comprehended more. Txi{Tools also helped enhance the students
learning experience. For students who are scared to ask questions it gave them an outlet to do so
anonymously and helped create a more comfortable, easy flowing and less chaotic fearning
environment. The only place of concern fell within thirty seven percent of the class. This thirty-
seven percent were wortied about the cost sending and receiving text messages would have on
them financially; that is if the student did not have an unlimited text-messaging pfan through
their service provider. Overall the implementation of this program was a success and showed
many positive aspects of how it could create an inclusive and interactive learning experience. If
this type of technology can work at the college fevel, further investigation of the suceess of using
SMS technologies in the high school English classroom should be the next venture of
exploration.

Integration at the secondary level can happen in a number of different ways inside the

English classroom. Educators can also encourage the students to usc this form of shorthand while
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journaling, taking notes, writing informal emails, or on other micro blogging sites such as
Twitter. Teachers can also allow students to write first drafts and brainstorming using their
phone to tex1 into a note section or any type of note taking application on their cellular device.
This encourages students to get their ideas out in a method that is familiar to them. As long as the
expectations of the final draft papers and other assignments are clear, allow them to create
however they find it helpful to them. These students have a different relationship with learing
and information, so they should not be restricted 1o one way of producing and/or creating
information required for class. Restrictions can stifle creativity, since it leaves less room for
exploration for students.

There are both learning and teaching opportunities arising with the popularity of text
messaging. As an educator of the 21st century student, I have to grab onto those opportunities
and use them to help students and teach them about the concepts they are already unconsciously
using. All of these practices can help motivate students to do more in the classroom, because it
becomes related to something they already can utilize.

After seeing studies where the implementation of texting and materials such as TxtTools
in the collcge level classroom, I began to ask questions about implementing this type of program
at the secondary level, specifically in high school. Would the implementation of SMS technology
have the same impact on the secondary education level of student? Could using SMS
technologies hinder or help the interactivity of the high school classroom? How could we
implement this program without harm to the overall communal experience of high school? There
are many ways we can implement and make use of the technologies our students are consumed.

Educators just have to find a way that this technology can be organized around student learning.
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Peter Mellow (2005) in his article “The media gencration: Maximise learning by getting
mobile”, discusses three models for SMS mobiic phone use with mLcarning that arc described
below:

i A ‘Push’ system, where the institution pushes out messages to all students in a

course. Cost is to the institution and using an example of a paper with 200
students recciving four text messages a week, the cost would be $1,000 a
semester. This may be use for course announcements (e.g., exam room change,
tutorial cancellation}. However, with study notes, not all students would want,
to use the information contained in that message and it could be perecived as
‘mobilc phonc Spam’. The question also arises; do we require informed consent
to deliver these messages to students?

ii. A ‘Pull’ system where students order specific information based on a menu of all
listed content on a webpage or a paper handout. Cost is per message to the
student. This is simnilar to ordering a ringtone or a screen tattoo for their phone,

fil. An interactive mode! where questions are either sent out or order, then answered,
and replied to by the student o check the answers and receive feedback. This is
the most expensive model as it may require many messages back and forth,
leading costs to rise. (p.471)

Each of these models is a suggestive way to incorporate SMS technologies in the classroom and
can be used as a base model for an educator to begin working with such technology.
Collaboration with your students can be useful in dectding which method they would prefer to
cnsure the technology is used effectively and purposcfully. MI .earning can be a powerful method

in engaging students in the classroom. Now this is not saying that this method is the main and
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only one to vse in the classroom, MLearning methodology should be eniployed as a secondary or
assistive tool to utilize and incorporate into lessons and classroom culture. It can be used to
enhance and broaden the learning experience for the student so the information is relatable and
meaningful to themn as well.

Using these tools can create a positive learning community. Peter Mellow (2005) states
that, "phones are no longer toys; they arc powerful communication tools, it we choose 1o use
them” (pg. 470). This type of technology offers so much more to our students than just a device
they talk to friends or family members on. This is a device that can change the structure of the
classroom, appealing to the digital native and their urgency for immediate feedback. These
cellular devices give teachers another way to creatively engage and communicate with their
students. These tools also generate an opportunity to enhance teaching and learning in a way that
will build an amazing collaborative experience for teachers. This experience will be alongside of
their students, as teachers continue to explore and navigate their way through using such devices
in their classrooms,

Learning should be circular instead of a dircct line of teacher pushing knowledge to
student. Students have so much knowledge and understanding of these tools. This would be an
optimal time to gauge a student’s critical thinking skills. Allowing our students to have a
significant hand in their learning will assist in creating something that is both relatable and
engaging, creating a chance for intcraction in multiple forms. “When onc considers constructivist
learning theory’s emphasis on communication and technology’s ability to promote student to
student, student to content and student to teacher inferaction text messaging has great
instructional potential” (Thomas and Orthober, 2011, p. 55). Most learning pedagogies from

constructive learning theortes can be adapted for a mobile learning environment,
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One characteristic of being an effective teacher means the teacher has an open mind and
is an advocate of life-long learning. This integration of technology into the classroom gives
educators the opportunity to combine pedagogies creating one that involves ones they are
comfortable with paired with mLearning methodology {(one that you may not be as familiar
with). Teachers have to be adaptable and be willing to adjust materials and methods they have
used for teaching to best fit a particular group of students, which is something most teacher do on
a clays to class, semester to semester and so on basis. Specifically, Peter Mellow (2005)
discusses the idea of chunking, &« method teachers use on a day-to-day basis. Cellular devices
“are suited for ‘chunking’ due to their smaller screen size and storage capacity. The distillation
of material in ‘knowlcdgeable bytes’ to be consumed by the lcarner, offer truc flexibility of
‘time, place and pace’. The diversity of media that can now be delivered by these devices adds
more depth to their application” (pg. 470}.

Educators have to make the information that is taught relatable and creative so students
truly remember and learn, not just memorize, regurgitate, and repeat what is forcefully put into
their minds. In Mark Windschitl’s (2002) article, “Framing Constructivism in Practice as the
Ncgotiation of Dilemmas”, he gives examplcs ot what education reformers who were advocates
of progressive schooling have done in attempts to create the best learning experience for
students. Windschitl (2002) states that John Dewey, an American philosopher, psychologist, and
cducational reformer, “intended that educative expericnces be social, connected to previous
experiences, embedded in mcaningful contexts, and related to students’ developing
understanding of content” (p. 134), demonstrating that even 50-60 years ago educators wers
working towards creating pedagogies that consisted of student based interest learning. SMS is a

form communication refated to rcading and writing, and as eduocators, it is their job (o teach
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stuctents to be able to distinguish between the texting community and the formal community, not
threaten students with poor grades to fix something teachers are not truly teaching them how to
fix or differentiate.

It is essential for cducators to seriously consider this new age, as it is already demanding
a major reconstruction of the traditional classroom and popular pedagogies of teaching. A
reformation of teaching pedagogies is in no means an easy task for any educator but the key to
doing so is to understand the strengths and the weaknesscs of the technology used. With
knowlcdgce of thosc strengths and weaknesses, decisions on how to combine other pedagogical
practices that can fill in the gaps to achieve specific and learning goals can be made.

Suggestions to better implement such programs at the high school level would be to use
them at the beginning or at the end of the class period. Since programs such as TxtTools can
always be accessed, students could even send questions they have throughout the day and night
aboul homework, essays or projects. There would need to be some type of response etiquette set
up at the discretion of the teacher and the students, a community that is created, understood, and
respected amongst those within. Every individual is different so if the classroom can come to an
agreement about appropriate times to ask and give appropriate times for response, making the
interactive approach better for those involved. Guidelines and restrictions would need to be put
in place as well; also at the discretion of the teacher.

Creating a community in the classroom where students and teachers can frequently
communicate is a positive thing. If offcred as an option 1o students despite the separation by 3:00
PM, it has the potential to, depending on the implementation to enhance the overall learning

experience of the students as well as the classroom. Using this type of technology in the
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classroom as a resource will also get students excited about Jearning because they are given
things to do that appeal to them, using matetials and tools that are relatable and personal to them.

According to the article “Using short message service to cncourage interactivity in the
classroom”, “interactivity in the classroom can promote an active learning environment, facilitate
the building of a learning community, provided feedback and increase student motivation”
(2006, p. 57). Activities that can exhibit this type of interactivity include, but are not limited to
reflection and discussion as well as assessment. Software and programs that allows students to
respond fo a question for class discussion and respond to each other as they continually
brainstorm and think is supported by the simple nature of texting. It gives students time to
process their thoughts, practice analysis, and respond in an immediate fashion in multiples. That
way, classrooms are not only hearing the student who always raises his or her hand but also
recciving feedback from multiple people in the classroom simultaneously. With this ideal,
conversation can develop and {low without any awkward pauses or extra prompting, “it
encourages shy, non-participatory or self conscious students, increases learner-content
interaction, promotes classroom accountability, and encourages student intcraction” (Markett ¢t
al., 2006, p. 282). “Some students may not feel comfortable making comments in the classroom,
either because a student 1s shy, or because of students who dominate classroom discussion”
(Thomas & Orthober, 2011, p. 57). Texting can help motivate students engage more in the
classroom, giving them a space for all students to participate in classroom discussion in multiple
shapes and forms.

In more detail, another facet worth exploring with use of cellular devices is assessment.

“Mobile phones can be an effective means of testing student performance; students who took

tests by mobile phone performed comparably with students who did so by conventional methods
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{Thomas & Orthober, 2011, p. 57). Services such as Class Pager will allow you to send group
text messages to your students and students respond back without either party seeing each other’s
real celi phone number. Services such as Socrative or Flubaroo allow you to give multiple
choice, short answer quizzes, ask for reflective short answer respounses, and exit tickets.
Subscribers of Poll Everywhere can poll student’s responses to questions, which can also be used
to create quizzes. Using programs such as these are designed so well that they provide adequate
data representation, whether it is through a graph or excel documcnt that you can analyze and
keep forever in a paper or paperless formats. You can use such data o display growth to
colleagues, parents, administration, and most certainly your students so they can see where they
started and how far they have come. If anonymity is a concern, students have the opportunity to
include their name or rot as they submit answers, in some cascs a rame {o a response would be
necessary but this too is something left to the discretion of the teacher and his or her classroom to
decide.

These are the tools that will help to transform the ways teachers teach having a positive
impact on the ways their students learn, transfornting the entire student-teacher learning
community in the classroom. “Rather than attempting to stop students from using the technology,
can instructors co-opt their current usage pattern into a more positive, curriculum oriented
approach?” (McDonald, 2010, p. 45). Consideration and exploration of other programs and how
they specifically impact the classroom learning community is significant to understand what

purpose each program can serve in a classroom and/or school.
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Rationale

After realizing the ubiquitous use of cell phones and how that has had an impact on both our
society in a cultural/social context but on education in a school environment. Whether we choose
to accept or deny the use of cell phones with our students today has no impact on how this type
of technology has affected our learners. As educators, we can chooese to focus on the negative or
take the “problem” and use such an elaborate tool such as a cell phone and use to help our
students in a productive and meaningful way. As an educator, it is important for me to research
all the possibie techniques to reach my students to ensurc they are successful in the learning
environment 1 create for them.

Using cell phones in the classroom is something I personally took a fond interest in
because 1 see the potential such a tool can have in the classroom if integrated appropriately. Not
having a classroom of my own caused great difficulty in hopes of trying out such a tool, but
fortunately my student teaching cooperating tcacher | worked with gave me the support and
students | needed to test out how the cell phone could be useful in the classroom. In hopes of
using, a program that would allow me to successfully integrate cell phones in a productive,
useful, and meaningful way so that it would not hinder or puncture the students learning in any
form.

Permission o work with two Advanced Placement Literature classes for the study shaped
my ideas of how and what [ would do for integrating the cell phone in the classroom. At the end
of the school year, each Advanced Placement student is required to take the AP ¢xam in that
subject matter which would potentially allow students to gain college credits that would transfer
into the University they choose to attend after high school graduation. The goal was to create

something that would help the AP students but also help guide me in finding a way to usc cell
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phones in the classroom successfully. In January, students took an initial survey that allowed me
to see which students would have access to the program I would use for this project, After my
own personal trial and errors with researching programs that were free and would allow 40+
more students to participate in the program that was best fitting for these purposes is a program

referred to as Socrative.



INTEGRATING CELL PHONES AS TECHNOLOGY IN THE HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH CLASSROOM 25

Description of Socrative

Socrative’s mission is that, “we are a team of educators, entrepreneurs, and engineers
passionate about improving education. We believe in super simple tech tools to enhance
classroom engagement, assessment and personalization” {socrative.com). Socrative is a student
response system that allows teachers to engage their classrooms through a series of educational
exercises and games via Smartphone, laptops, computers, and tablets. It is a very simple and easy
program to use and understand. It only takes teachers about three minutes to sign up and less
than 30 scconds for classes to [oad and begin the work. The website is simply socrative.com, or
you can download the app for your Smartphone through your applications store. The site has
systematic video demonstrations as well as written directions to get you started as the teacher.
After creating an account you are given a six-digit classroo.m number that your students will use
to [ogin when they access the Socrative student option. Below (Figure 1), you will sce the main
screen options for the teacher and the main screen for the student to join the room with the six-

digit number you were given during the teacher registration.
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Figure 1. Home screens for teacher and student (mmyfolio.kent.ac.uk)
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Socrative is a simple and smart application program that is accessible to any student who
has access to a web enable device (i.e., tablets, Smart phones, and computers). Activities can be
compieted collaboratively or individually and when beginning an activity the teacher has the
option to inform students to type their name in or not. The program does not register phone
numbers, so that cxchange is never an issue, If there are students who do not have access to a
compatible web enabled device, this is not a huge concern because students can share devices
(just type in a new name or indicator of new student) if a Smartphone, tablet, or computer is not
accessible. Not only is Socrative compatible with multiple devices but also it is compatible with
multiplc browscrs (internet explorer, fircfox, safari ctc.) and can be downloaded as an app in the
application store of Smart phones and tablets. Although Socrative is limited to 50 users per
activity, this should not be an issue at the secondary level, or even in smalier college classrooms.
At the end of each activity, the teacher can clear the room and start a new activity with new
participants if you have multiple classes during the day.

With Socrative, the teacher has three options to crcate activities. There are single
question activities that allow multiple choice (Figure 3), true/false, and short answer (Figure 2)
responses. With the single question activities, a question can be asked in any of these formats for
a quick response with displayable results as they come in. The second options are quiz-based
activities. This is where a teacher can choosce to start a pre-made or shared quiz, get an end-of -
class comprehension check with an exit ticket (Figure 5), or lastly use Space Race (Figure 4).
Space Race, adds a fun and competitive twist because 1t is a game option that allows teams of
students to answer qucstions in a fast paced manner, The last option is the library of where the
teacher creates, ediis, and import quizzes thal can be shared with other teachers. In this last

aption, teachers can create, delete, or edit their customized quizzes and space race games.
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With this program, teachers are allowed to “design [their| own evaluation exercises in
minutes by imperting qucstions or inputting them on the website” (socrative.com), The quizzes
are saved to your teacher account and can be accessed at anytime, anywhere. A teacher can
potentially start an activity no matter where they are, even in the case of an absence. Quizzes can
be made in a muliiple choice and/or short answer format. Quizzes can be shared with a code that
is given for each quiz so you have the option of sharing quizzes with other teachers and vice
versa.

The quiz option has multiple benefits for teachers. “Socrative,” quotes Kristina Buenafe,
a math tcacher at Boston Public High School, “saves me 80 minutcs per week in grading tine”
{socrative.com). The quiz option offered by Socrative saves a teacher grading time because after
the activity is completed, the multiple choice questions are automatically graded and an
aggregated repott can be downloaded and saved. The aggregated report allows the teacher to see
each of the questions and answers each student chose. The report also give a percentage score
and a total number correct, which is all in an excel file or Google spreadsheet that can be saved

to your computer for future reference shown in Figures 6 and 7.
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When creating quizzes there is a choice to enable four options before starting the quiz.
The first option is the pacing/timing of the quiz, it can be student paced so students can answer
questions freely at their leisure, progressing forward at their own pace, or you can do a teacher
paced quiz shown below in Figure 8. The teacher paced quiz allows for the teacher to be in
control of how long each student spends on each question because it gives you the authority to
skip to the next question. The second option is to enable feedback immediately, which lets the
students know if they got each question right or wrong before going to the next question. The
third option allows the teacher to enable an explanation, so if a student clicks the wrong answer
they will get a reason why that answer is incoirect shown below in figure 9. The fourth and final

option is for you to randomize answer choices, so no guiz is the same.
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Overvicw of the Study
At the beginning of the second semester at a southeast Michigan High School, students in two,

Advanced Placement (AP) Literature classes. Forty-four students agreed to participate in this
study with parent permission/signature on a letter sent home that was approved by the school
district.

The Advanced Placement Literature exam is a test that happens at the beginning of May.
The test has two sections: the first, is a 60 minute portion that consists 55 multiple choice
questions that are divided among four rcadings and the second scction is a 120 minute free-
response section where students write three essays {collegeboard.com). This information for the
AP Literature exam would be the basis of where the activities in the study came from.

After research and deliberation, Socrative was chosen to be the best-fif program to use for
this study. Due to the location of the classroom being on the bottom floor of the school, typical
scrvice from cell phone carriers was non-cxistent. Therefore, a program that allowed us to
strictly text was out of the question. Students did have access to the wireless Internct password
s0 those with appropriate devices were able to log on to the student section of website or
download the app and still participate. For those student who had absolutely no access to a
Smartphone, tablet, eclf phone with Internet, or iPod touch had the choice to share with a
classmate or utilize exira devices the teacher or I had that would allow that student to participate.

The quizzes and quick exercises option is the format used with the AP Literature classes.
After figuring out how students would participate with their devices, the implementation of the
program was quite simple. A past version of an AP Literaturc multiple-choice exam from
collegeboard.com was taken chunked into smaller parts by the types of reading students would
encounter and have to analytically read. The questions were geared towards the content, style,

and form of each passage. The passages and questions were taken directly from an 84 page AP
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Literature and Composition and AP Language and Composition course description document
that contained a practice exam from College Board’s website. During the first 12 minutes of
class after attendance was taken, students would stay in their seats and receive a reading, via
email from a past AP Cnglish exam. There would be a total of 12-chunked quizzes given, divided
into two quizzes a week, for a total of 6 weeks.

The students would have 12 minutes to both read the passage and answer the 10-12
questions about said passage that followed. The teacher would time the students and if they were
not finished, they were still allowed to complete the quiz but they had to keep personal track of
what question they were on when the time allotted was up to track their own progress. The
purposc of this format helps the AP students train for the strenuous time restraints there are while
taking the AP Literature exam. The total time given for this portion of the test is 60 minutes.
With four passages in this section that allows for about 14 minutes per passage, o to train
students for a shorter goal to complete a passage is a great way to practice.

Socrative’s quiz option was used as a training device to help students read and answer
questions. The student would have immediate feedback for their answer choice. At the end of the
12 minutes the class would have a 5-6 minutc discussion sbout the scores students had received.
This is the time when questions that multiple students got wrong were discussed. Due to the
immediate feedback technology, Socrative has, the teacher is allowed to follow along each
student’s progress, obscerving how many he or shc have gotten correct or incorrect. At the end of
quiz the teacher could download the resuits in an excel chart or Geogle spreadsheet and display
to the class.

For the quick exercises, students had the opportunity to respond in a short answer format,

asking questions or stating concerns as we began to train them to test for the AP exam in May,
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We would then look at the results from those responses as a class and discuss accordingly. We
would discuss the best testing techniques for the AP exam. Rcading strategies and multiple
choice question strategies were discussed to help students improve their time and ability to
confidently answer each question in the time allotted for the exam. The majority of the
discussion focused on strategies students could try out the next elass period, in hopes to find the

stratcgy or strategics that would work best for them come May for the AP exam.
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Participants and Setting

The ages of the forty-four students in the two classes ranged from 16-18 years old. There were
16 males and 28 females. Participation was voluntary, and all of the students (along with their
parcnt’s permission) agreed to participate (note: Human Subjects approval was secured, see
Appendix C). Those students who consented to participate and received parent/guardian
permission to do so were given the classroom code number and given the website URL before
when the activities began. The setting for the study was a medium sized urban high school with a
littlc Iess than 850 studcents in the Midwest of the United States. The school year consisted of two
semesters (four total marking periods). This specific high school was on block scheduling where
most classes met every other day for about 98 minutes, unless you were in an advanced
placement class, which met everyday of the weck,

This specific class was chosen because it was one with upperclassmen, and the likelihood
of them having the necessary devices was higher versus my sophomores. At this particular
school, due to a paper shortage it was common to see students using their cellular phones in
class, in the hallways, or at [unch. Students would utilize their phones to do things such as check

emails to receive assignments, worksheets, or guided qucstions in efforts for paper conservation.
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Data

Data was collected from four sources: (a) the initial survey (Appendix A) that was given prior to
the activity beginning to gain knowledge about the classroom demographics and access to the
tools necessary to complete the study; (b) the post survey (Appendix B) completed after the
study concluded for the necds of this paper; (¢) an open class discussion each class had about the
study, (d) and finally a follow up after school session. Six students (¢wo from one class and four
from the other) signed up to voluntarily come and discuss more in detail about specific
information or concerns that came up from the larger class discussions. For the large and small
group discussion patterns, main ideas, and trends from the conversations were kept track of in a

journal format.

Data Analysis

The data that was collected was analyzed using a qualitative research approach. Analysis
consisted of organizing the data from the surveys and discussions into managcablc pieces and
searching for themes to emerge between them. The analysis revealed interesting results,
especially in regards to the correlation between the amount of students who both enjoyed and
found the Socrative activity to be useful and the amount of students who would like such
activitics to be incorporated in other classrooms of different subject matters. The findings also
revealed an interesting result among the importance of anonymity for using such tools in the

classroom. Each of these findings will be discussed in the finding sections.
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Findings

At the conclusion of the study, all forty-four students in the two classcs completed both
surveys. Results of the questions from the survey before the study are in Table 1. The student’s
responses described demographic information as well as how much texting and/or cell phone
usage is a part of the student’s lives. After the first survey (Table 1) was completed, it was
concluded that 98% of the students used text messaging. It was also found that 68% of the
students used lext messaging hourly and 23% used text-messaging daily. The majority of the
class —95% had a cell phone, and 78% of these students received 20 or more text messages a day
and 68% sent 20 or more text messages a day. This speaks to the significant and importance ccll
phones and text messaging holds to these students.

'Table 1: Survey for demographics given hefore study

Question/Statement Number of Percentage of
students students (44 total)
My age is:
16 2 5%
17 32 72%
18 10 23%
My gender is:
MALE 16 36%
FEMALE 28 64&
Do you have a cellular device {i.e. mobile
phone)?
YES 42 95%
NO 2 5%
Do you use text messaging?
YES 43 98%
NO 1 2%
Do you have an unlimited text message plan?
YES
NO 40 1%
4 9%
Do you have a smatrt phone (i.e. Android or
iPhone)?
YES 33 75%
NO 13 25%
Do you think using your phone in class can be
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useful?
YES 41 3%
NO 3 7%
How often do you send text messages?
HOURLY 30 68%
DAILY 10 23%
WEEKLY 2 5%
[ DONT TEXT 2 5%
How many text messages do you reccive
daily?
5 OR LESS 4 9%
10 OR LESS 3 7%
20 OR LESS 3 7%
20 OR MORE 34 77%
How many text messages do you send daily?
5 OR LESS 4 9%
10 OR LESS | 2%
20 OR LESS 5 11%
20 OR MORE 30 68%
If you answered no to “Do you have an unlimited text message plan?”
Question/Statement Number of Percentage of
Students students (4 total)
Do you have access to an iPad?
YES 0 0%
NO 4 160%
Do you have access to an iPod touch? ' N
YES 1 25%
NO 3 75%

Do you have app!icationé?héf allow you to
text off either of the above devices?

YES 1 25%
NO 3 5%
If you answered no to “Do you have a Smartphone (i.e., Android or i Phone)?”
Question/Statement Number of Percentage of
Students students (11 total)
Do you have access to an iPad?
YLS 2 18%
~____NO 9 82%
Do you have access to an iPed touch? -
YES 5 45%
NO 6 55%

Do you have applications that allow you to
text off either of the above devices?

YES

NO

36%
64%

-]

36
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Access was of small concern with two out of the forty-four students (5%) who did not
have a celiular device. Of thosc students who did have cellular devices four of the forty-four
students (9%) did not have unlimited text messaging through their wireless carrier. With the
issue of students not having unlimited text messaging and the complication of having service due
to the location of the classroom another mode of using the cell phone in class was important 1o
the success of this integration. This issue is one of the significant reasons why Socrative was
chosen as the appropriate program to use for this study, so that complications with service plans
was not an issue, due to the fact that this program simply requires internet access or an app
download. Gaining access to the Internct would be a simple task to complete because of the
students’ abilily to log onto the school’s wireless Internet source. This would be an
unproblematic task for the 75% of students who had Smart phones, those who did not have
Smart phones, an iPod/iPad/tablet were given such a device by the teacher that she and [ had so
students coutd complete the study, which was approximately four students, If a student were
absent, he or she would have the opportunity fo participate by taking the quiz later.

At the conclusion of the study, a second survey (Table 2) was given. Students were asked
to read a list of statements and rank their experience on a scale from one to five, The rankings
were as followed: (1) strongly agree, (2) agree, (3) ncufral; meaning studeats ncither agreed nor
disagreed, (4) disagree, and (5) strongly disagree.

The results show that all of the students (44 of 44) found the activities integrated via
Socrative to be useful, and 28 out of the 44 students enjoyed participating in the activities. The
results atso show that 38 out of 44 or 86% of the students agreed or strongly agreed and that
taking quizzes in this format was more efficient and convenient. Overall, students did not feel

that they participated more in discussion but also did not feel that participated any less either.
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One hundred percent of the students valued the immediate feedback the program provided for

them and while it did not aflect how much or how little they participated, it did enhance

discussions in the classroom. All of the students wanted to continue participating in the Socrative

activities in English class, but inconsistencies arose when students were asked about integration

in other classes across different subject matters, where 22 felt neutral, 14 disagreed, and only 7

agreed with cross subject integration. Other discrepancies or inconsistencies fell in the statement

about anonymity, contrary to popular opinion, the students did not value the anonymity the

program could provide.

TABLE 2: Survey resuits after study was conducted

Statement Strongly | Agree (2) | Neufral | Disagree | Strongly
Agree (1) 3) (4 Disagree
_ ®

1. Ienjoyed participating in the 21 17 6 0 o
Socrative activities

2. Ihad a clear understanding 37 7 0 0 0
of my expectations when
using this tool in class with
my phone or device _

3. 1 found the Socrative cell 38 6 0 0 0
phone activities to be useful

4. 1 would like other teachers | 7 22 14 0
to implement this type of
technology in my other
classes

5. T would like to continue 36 8 0 0 0
using the Socrative cell
phone activities in the class

6. T participated more in 0 10 11 20 3
discussion

7. I participated less in 0 0 3 22 19
discussion

8. 1 prefer the anonymity in the 0 i 0 29 i5
program we used

9. T would use this technology 0 1 32 12 0
different in the classroom

10. 1 would use this technology 0 12 32 1 0

1o different than how my
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teacher did in the classroom

[1. Taking quizzes using this 3 35 5 2 0
program was more efficient
and convenient

12. I valued the immediate 15 29 0 0 0
feedback from the program

13. This technology tool 9 22 13 0 0
enhanced discussion in the
classroom

From both the big and small group discussion data shows that the reason why students
did not agree with integrating these activitics in other classroom across subjcct matters was one
that dealt with the understanding of fransfer and how to do so. The majority of students’ answers
when asked for clarity about this discrepancy were as followed: “my teacher would never do
that”; or, “T don’t know how this could work with math”; or, “veah right that teacher doesn’t
even let us use the computers in their class”. All of such statements arc cvidence that the students
do not nceessarily feel like such activities could not be or should nor be nsed in other classroom
across subject matters; rather, the disagrecement lays within the students understanding of the
already set classroom culture, or the apparent inability to transfer how such activities could be
used in different subject matters.

The other discrepancy that was discussed is the idea of anonymity. Students were not
fond of information being anonymous displayed, they requested ownership and wanted their
name to be next to their score. When discussion around this topic began, it was determined that
when it was anonymous it takes the competition out of it. These students wanted to compete with
cach other for their own academically competifive nceds. If thetr name was not displayed, they

did not know whom they had to beat or whom they had already beaten with their scores.
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Discussion

Most of what the students’ surveys and group discussions revealed is supported by the
research in integrating technology and mobile phones in the classroom. Tomita states that,
“technology provides a vehicle to foster the development of communities, where learning is
infused with social interactions among students with teachcrs, and with other who have
traditionally been considered outside the traditional structure of the school” (2009, p. 189).
Tomita’s (2009) statement supports the positive impact this type of technology can have for
students. The majority of the students who took part in this study possessed a mobile phone,
found the activities to be useful, effective, engaging, and convenient. Students also valued the
immcdiate fecdback and felt that the activitics helped 1o further and enhance classroom
discussions on the related topics. This finding is supported by research that speaks to the 21
century learner’s learning styles, “the hypertext minds of 21 Century Learners crave
interactivity, [they| are good at reading visual images, have strong visual-spatial skills, tend
toward parallel processing and inductive discovery, look for fast response times which leads to
short attention spans” {Holzen et al., p. 2.

The classes used in this study were two upperclassmen courses with what is said to be the
most academically astute students, Since it is an advanced placement class could have had a
tremendous impact on some of the results for this stndy. Specifically, when it comes to the
discrepancy about anonymity. These students were very competitive. They enjoyed challenging
and competing with each other and prided their selves on their ability to beat out their
classmates. Though it was a friendly competition, it was a constant competition nonetheless. This
competitive nature is not as commonly outright and may have had a significant impact on their

devalued sense of anonymity. This could hold especially true if compared to a general education
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English Language Arts class or a lower level class, such as a freshman English course. This
thought could hold true with the non-increase for participation for students in class after the use
of Socrative. Students at this level are already expected and do fully participate in class
discussion. Since the class is supposed to resemblc a collcge level course, engagement is already
quite significant as well as participation. Perhaps, if this study were done with a non-AP course
group of students those numbers would change significantly.

This study was looking to gauge the amount of interest and engagement students would
have in class with SMS technologies. Howcver, other facets could have been explored to further
the understanding of the academic impact it had on the students. This study combined the
surveys from both AP Literature classes as one entire class. Something to further explore would
have been to split the two classes and compare and contrast the differences between the two AP
Literature courses. The study could havc been broken down even further into scparating female
and malc results within each class to do a comparative focusced study on the academic differences
between the two as well. Howcever, this was not done for the fact that this study was done to
understand interest and gauge engagement of how a program such as this could begin to be used
in the classroom.

Other discrepancies dealt with the fack of access to the necessary devices and a strong
wireless Internet signal. This played a significant part in finding a program that would suffice {or
this study and how the study would play out. One of the biggest concerns was that if the wireless
Internet connection happened to be low that day at the school, it would affect the students’
ability to progress through the quizzes. In addition, students’ personal access to the tools needed
for this study could potentially cause an issue f extra devices were unavailable. The tools needed

to participate in some of these activities are quite expensive and students should not be expected
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to have such items. But it is through programs like Socrative that allow students access through a
number of different outlets so everyone can participate no matter what type of phone or smart
device they possess.

For other programs, if these devices are required it places a limit on what can be done in
the classroom for instructional purposes. If all students had complete access to a smart phone or
similar device, perfect wireless Internet access the possibilities could be endless. There arc
always alternative routes to provide materials for students who do not have access to such
devices. Lack of access will consistently be an issue, depended upon how each program will be
integrated into the classroom.

Conclusion

Technology is a tool that can be used to add interactivity in the classroom fo increase
engagement of the 21% century learner or digital native. Technology creates an outlet for creative
and customized instructional opportunities; its uniqueness provides a relatable aspect for students
that can help increase productivity, motivation, and engagement in the classroom. Educators
today must stcp outside of the traditional teaching pedagogics and take advantage of the world of
opportunilies that are linked to crcativity technology can provide. In particular, the use of cell
phones in the classroom can be a stepping-stone in integrating a relatable tool in the class for
students, Orthober (2011) states that, “students are obviously motivated to use their mobile
phones, and early research...indicates that students find their use for school work fo be
beneficial” (2011, p. 68). From the study conducted in this paper the use of cell phones in the
classroom is a trend that has a positive outcome for classroom discussion and engagement,

Dissenting opinions, challenge the integration of tools such as cell phones in the

classroom because it is assumned that text messaging inhibits the literacy, writing, and students’
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grammatical understanding. Pespite such opinions, there is not enough research to support such
claims, and so more rescarch must be conducted to make that asscrtion. Not only is there a lack
of research to support these dissenting claims, but also there is research that provides positive
feedback on the integration of using cell phones in the classroom, such as this study and many
others. Ignoring the need for adapting to different learning styles s a disservice to the students.
There is scientific research that supports the claims that these students learn differently not by
choice, but becanuse of a concept known as neuroplasticity.

The brain frequently changes throunghout life due to the environment, experiences,
behavior, and many other factors. The student of today is growing up in a world of abiquitous
technology, with a rapid-fire style of communicating and instantaneous access to a variety of
information. These differences in our world ondoubtedly have had an impact on the way the
digital native learns and processes information. FEducators have to bridge the gap hetween past
and future so we can presently appeal to the student of today.

In regards to specifically using the cell phone in the classroom for educational purposes,
there is research that supports the ability and potential it has to crcate an, engaging, and
collaborative learning community. Although it s not research, there are also educational blogs
created by teachers who share and give honest feedback on a variety of things they have done in
their classes for example, www scoop.it/t/educational-tcchnology-for-teachers. This blog was
curated by Donna Browne, who discusses technology that is new and help{ul in the classroom.
These teachers share and communicate the effectiveness using cell phones and/or text-messaging
activities have had for their classes. Further research on the impact using cell phones in the
classroom has on learning growth for a student should be done in cffort to continuq]iy support

the integration of technology in the classroom. There is research that discusses using technology,
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specifically cell phones in the class as a student response system at the post-secondary level,
which speaks to the potential cell phones have as an educational tool. Significantly, more
qualitative and quantitative research at the high school and/or middle school leve! would be
useful. Rescarch at this level would be ideal to see how the ccll phone as a classroom tool works
at the secondary plane and how this technology affects that population of students.

Integrating and using technology in the classroom is challenge as we move forwaid in
attempt to finds productive, meaningful way for integration. The first step to doing so is to
cxplore the programs, such as Socrative and materials that arc out there and see in what way they
may fit with your students. The next step is to share that information with others. The cell phone
is a mobile device that s important and a key tool to utilize in reaching our students. Mellow
(2005) references Marc Prensky when he explains his thoughts on how it is our jobs as educators
to adapt materials Lo our students and using the ccll phone in class is no different than what we
are already doing cveryday.

And despite what some may consider ccll phones limitations our studcnts arc alrcady

inventing ways to use their phones to learn what they want to know. If we educators are

smart, we’ll figure out how to deliver our product in a way that fits into our student’s
digital lives fi and their cell phones. And instcad of wasting our energy fighting their
preferred delivery system, we'll be working to ensure that our students extract maximum
understanding and benefit from the vast amounts of cell phone-based learning they will
all, no doubt, soon be receiving.

(Mellow 2005)

Creating a collaborative learning community with other educators and schools will help ease the

challenge as we explore such technological reformation together.
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Directions: Please answer the following question to the best of your ability by circling the correct
response that applies to you. This is an anonymous survey.

1.

2.

10.

it.

12.

15.

16.

Age: 16 17 18
Gender: Male Female Prefer not to answer

. Do you have a cellular device (i.¢. mobile phone)? Yes No
Do you use text messaging? Yes No

. Do you have an unlimited text message plan? Yes No
Do you have smart phone (i.e. Android or iPhone)? Yes No
Do you think using your phone in class can be useful? Yes No
How often do you send text messages? Hourly Daily Weekly
Text messages you receive daily Sorless 10orless 20orless 20 or more
Text messages you send daily? Sorless 10orless 20orless 20 or more

*If you answered No to question 5 please answer the three questions below,**

Do you have accesses to an 1Pad? Yes No

Do you have access 10 an iPod touch? Yes No

. Do you have applications that allow you text off of cither the above devices?

Ycs No

*H you answered No to guestion 6 please answer the three questions below **

. Do you have accesses to an tPad? Yes No

Do you have access to an iPod touch? Ycs No
Do you have applications that allow you text off of either the above devices?

Yes No
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APPENDIX B PAGE 1
Survey Questions for whole class (After)

Directions: On a scalc from 1-5 (1 being strongly agree and 5 being strongly disagree) please rate
the following questions,
1. 1 enjoyed participating in the Socrative activities
1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Agree  Agree Neutral Disagree  Strongly Disagree

2. T had a clear understanding of my expectations when using this tool in class with my
phone or device
I 2 3 4 5
Strongly Agree  Agree Neutral Disagree  Strongly Disagree

3. Ifound the Socrative cell phone activities to be useful
1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Agree  Agree Neufral Disagree  Strongly Disagree

4. I would like other teachers to implement this type of technology in my other classes
i 2 3 4 5
Strongly Agree  Agree Neutral Disagree  Strongly Disagree

5. I would like to continue using the Socrative cell phone activities in the class
] 2 3 4 5
Strongly Agree  Agree Neutral Disagree  Strongly Disagree

6. 1 participated more in discussion
1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree
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APPENDIX B PAGE 2

7. 1 participated less in discussion
! 2 3 4 5
Strongly Agree Apree Nceuiral Disagree Strongly Disagree

8. 1 prefer the anonymity in program we used
I 2 3 4 5
Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree

9. T would use this technology different in the classroom
1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree

10. T would use this technology no different than how my teacher did in the classroom
1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree

11. Taking quizzes using this program was more efficient and convenient
t 2 3 4 ]
Strongly Agree Agree Ncutral Disagree Strongly Disagree
12. I valued the immediate feedback from the program

1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree

13. This technology tool enhaneed discussion in the classroom
1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree
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APPENDIX C

(All headers and names were removed to casure the anonymity of all involved.)

Kimaya Hudgins
khudgind@emich.edu

Pecember £1, 2012
Hello Families,

My name is Kimaya S. Hudgins and I am a senior at Eastern Michigan University studying Special
Education, Secondary Literature, Language and Writing, and Teaching English to Speakers of Other
Languages. I am Ms. Apple's student teacher for her 10" grade classes. | have had the pleasure of sitting
in on your child’s AP English classroom and have had the opportunity to get to know many of the
students in both classes. I have very much enjoyed my time at Michigan High School working with all of
the students.

As an Honors student at Eastern Michigan University, we are required to complete a senior thesis to
graduate with honors. This thesis should contribute to my work in my major andfor minor, T have decided
o complete my thesis for my minor in Sccondary Literature, Language, and Writing and have been
working on my thesis for the past 18 months. My hope with writing my thesis is to explore how to be a
better educator and how to incorporate 21% century technologies to improve student learning. With that in
mind, T would like to ask permission to have your student be an important piece of my research data,

I will need students to participate in responsc systems activities with usc of their Smart Phones, iPad,
iPhone, iPod touch, or any other tablet device. After we complete these activities in approximately three
to four school weeks, | will then ask the students to complete a survey and have a group interview with
three to four students. Al of the data I collect will be in my research analysis (o speak to the success of
the response system aclivities | have chose to integrate into the classroont.

t do not foresee any known risks with your student’s involvement in this voluntary project. It is one for
which you agree to participate. Y our student’s completion of this process is 100% voluntary and will have
no negative impact on your child’s grade. If you choose not to finish the process once started, you will not
be penalized in any way and you will nof have to provide a writlen or verhal reason for no Jonger
continuing with the process once started. In my research report and analysis, every student, the classroom,
school, and teacher will have a pseudonym so there is no way to trace responses hack to your student.

T would greatly appreciate you allowing your student to participate in my study. If you and your sindent
could please sign befow to ensure both of you agree to and understand the terms above, I you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to conlact me.
Thank you,
Hemeyee S, Hedlyins
Kimaya S, Hudgins

Parent Printed Name Namne Parent Signature Date

Student Signature Date
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