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International Migration and Process of Formation
of Social Networks between Japan and China

Junko TAJIMA

“There were two disputes in Japan over its acceptance of foreign workers in the past;
one was in the early 1970s and the other, in the mid-1980s. The Japanese government has
not officially allowed unskilled foreign workers to enter the country. This may make you
believe as if no such foreign workers as immigrants and unskilled laborers existed in the
Japanese society. However, more and more foreign workers have come to Japan since the
1980s and this trend persists even today. It is the fact that these foreigners do stay in local
communities, especially at inner-city areas in major Japanese cities. On the other hand,
social networks are being formed linking regions abroad which they leave, with those
herein Japan where they come and stay, and many of them are increasingly settiing down
in such local communities of Japan.

In this thesis, the issue of international labor migration, which has been discussed
mainly in the field of economics, will be clarified based on the knowledge gained through
sociological approaches at community levels. On the other hand, the review of foreign
residents at major urban communities in Japan and of how social networks involving
them are being formed will also high light what social changes are taking place at the
level of local communities. With the reference of S.Castles’s Migration Systems
Approach used as theoretical approaches, the report will analyze international migration
of people between Japan and China.

Migration of people from mainland China into Japan started in 1972 when bilateral
diplomatic ties were normalized between the two countries. This trend has gained strong
momentum particularly since 1978 when China changed its diplomatic stance from
isolation to the open door policy. In the second half of the 1980s, on the other hand, there
was another phenomenon that higher-educated young urban residents were leaving China
to study or work abroad. As of today, there appear to be no direct relations between
rural-to-urban migration and migration abroad. However, as population migration is
increasing between Japan and China, social networks interconnecting the two countries

are being built, which serve as a driving force to bring more Chinese people into Japan.
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From 1988 to date, there is a continuing increment to migration from China to Japan.
The purposes of their visits to Japan appear to be diverse, from academic studies, to
vocational trainings, and visits with Japanese relatives and spouses. ‘When one Chinese
comes to Japan, he will begin to weave a network involving his relatives and those who
come from his province, creating a new flow of people. There is a chain reaction that the
more Chinese residents are coming to Japan, the more people they are bringing into this
country. Regardless of the Japanese government regulation, social networks are being
formed between Japan and China, bringing a certain size of population migration into
Japan.

Chinese who first came to Japan in the second half of the 1980s have now been in Japan
for more than five years; some who came to study are beginning to be settled in the
country by getting a job with Japanese employers or being married to Japanese spouses.
Such newcomers’ own networks into which his relatives and friends are woven are
widening worldwide. They are called xinhuagiao or new overseas Chinese, centering
around highly educated, who own different assets from laohuagiao or elderly overseas
Chinese, with respect to human assets. Some of them have already started businesses in
Japan by introducing funds from abroad, taking roots in Japanese local communities and
broadening their networks. These overseas Chinese with high potential and good
aspiration for promotion envision the world beyond Japan.

Partly because of political uncertainty in China, they maintain ties with their home,
while stretching out the reach of operations to other countries in pursuit of achieving

greater potential. With changing China, Chinese in Japan are also dramatically changing.





