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The Use of Personal Documents Written and Left Behind by the War
Dead

Kiyomi MORIOKA

For the nearly two years up to the end of the Second World War (1943-45), a large
body of personal documents were written in varied forms by soldiers killed on battle
fields. After their death, some diaries, notes and poems were brought back to their close
relatives in home towns. Those personal documents, and their letters sent to and kept by
relatives and friends, were collected and selected for publication in the postwar period.
Up to the present, a good number of collected notes have been published. Most widely
read and therefore most famous among them is Kike Wadatsumi no Koe (Listen to the
Sounds Heard from the Ocean), selected notes of college and university students or
graduates who died as army or navy soldiers.

For the past several years, I made use of those notes published in book form as the
primary source of data for my life course study of Japanese men born during the period
from 1920 to 1923.

In the present paper, I examine firstly the value of published notes of the war dead
as research data, and also their shortcomings. Secondly, I discuss the method to make up
for the defects, by distinguishing three levels of making up, namely, micro level, meso
level and macro level, and emphasize the significance of the second level among the
three. Thirdly, I point out the issue of errors unconsciously made in transcribing and edit-
ing the original notes, and argue that of distortions deliberately made in discarding some
portions of the original, though found very rarely. Finally, I advocate the urgent need of
governmental measures to preserve those notes carefully, for the close relatives who
have maintained them with affective caution are already aged and will pass away within

one decade or so.





