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Construction of the Instructional Contents
in Moral Education

Hirotsuni SHINGU

It 1s no exaggeration to say that moral education in Japan has taken
place around the teacher’s course of study. Concerning this, since hours
were set aside for moral education in 1958, revisions have been made
practically every 10 years. Even though the term revision is used, change
was no more than the addition of terms such as moral values in practice
and ethic experience in order to enhance the paths in the education of
mankind. However, looking at reality, after each revision in the teacher’s
course of study, attention veered to changes in the instructional contents.
This created an illusion that it was the purpose of moral education. These
changes were nothing but superficial ones in the instructional contents
quite apart from the basic purpose.

Moral education is human education to awaken in ourselves our rela-
tionships with others. It is not to teach collectivity. The shifts away from
the fascinating aspects of mankind. The core lies in each individual and
his,/her links with others, like a net in multiple layers, interacting in life.

What is the core of moral? It is to gain awareness of one’s self as
being unique, with each second in life lived to the fullest. At the same time,
it means to be aware of others living likewise, and to live together with
a thoughtful heart. The soul lies in the spirit of respect for mankind.

Today’s moral education is working against the natural grain of
human beings. The whole is segmented, separated and then instructed. In
this study, focus will be on the five typical educational texts most frequently
used. Looking at reality, problems that arise will be identified, and those
questions that need to be addressed will be clarified.





