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Senna’s Pilgrimage to Forty-eight
Worshipping Places in the West in Recent Times

by Masatoshi HASEGAWA

Talking of pilgrimages in Japan, we first and foremost come to the images of
Thirty-three Holy Places of Kannon (Goddess of Mercy) in Kansai and Kanto
and those of Eighty-eight Holy Places of Kobd Daishi in Shikoku.

In addition to these well-known holy places, there were newly established
various types of holy places called Fudasho (amulet-issuing temples or shrines)
one after another since the mid-Edo period, with the advance of traffic conditions,
monetary systems and economic situation in general and promulgation of people’s
faith in holy places in particular.

And thus, pilgrimages became more popular among people than ever. Besides,
it should be noted that there were religious/enlightening movements by orders and
priests, such as the establishment of Fudasho, in the background of popularization
of pilgrimages.

As to worshipping the holy places related to the Jodo sect, there are three
types of pilgrimage as described in the following :

(1) the pilgrimage to the twenty-five holy places of Enkd-daishi (there are forty-
eight places in some cases) — making pilgrimages to the ruins in relation with
Honen, the founder of the sect;

(2) the pilgrimage to the “ Kantd Juhachi Danrin ”. (the eighteen temples with
institutes for priests learning Buddism in the east’ of Japan)

(3) the pilgrimage to the forty-eight holy places of Amitabha Buddha, which
Buddhists used to make in accord with the forty-eight wishes of Amitabha
Buddha.

In this essay, I studied particularly on the third type of pilgrimage mentioned
above, the pilgrimage to the forty-eight holy places of Amitabha Buddha, and
examine the pilgrimage to the * Saiho-shijuhachigansho ” (Forty-eight worshipping
places in the west) which was selected by Senna, a priest from the Seizan sect of
Jodo, around 1830.
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An outline of this essay can be given in the following major points:
(1) process and characteristics in selecting “Fudasho ” ;
(2) aims of the pilgrimage;
(3) pilgrim’s hymns and worship ceremonies at “Fudasho” ;
(4) encouragement and protection of the pilgrimage; '
(5) the characteristics of “ Nenbutsu Jizd ” (Buddhist invocation for blessing of
Jizo, a guardian deity of children and travellers, the deity being the guardian
Buddha for those who make pilgrimages to Fudasho.)
By examining and studying these points, I intended to clarify the significant
meanings in the history of enlightenment and faith in Nenbutsu of the pilgrimage
to “ Saiho-shijuhachigansho ”.





