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Computer Literacy and the Newly Enrolled University Student:

An Assessment and Survey of University Entrants’ Computer Skills in 2012

MATSUYAMA, Emiko
TANABE, Ryo

It is becoming evident that is an ever-widening gap in computer literacy in newly admitted
university students. In 2003 Information Education become a compulsory subject at all high schools,
each school planning a syllabus based on government guideline.

However, at the present time, there is a wide gap between students who have enough basic PC
knowledge to utilize information technology and those who do not have even the most basic typing
skills.

In such a situation, it has become necessary to consider what kind of Information Education should
be offered to the students in their freshman year in order for them to considered the question, “What
is the reason for such a wide gap in the ability of students to use Information technology?”

In 2012, in order to clarify the present situation regarding the students’ PC ability on admission,
new entrants to Shukutoku University were required to answer a questionnaire and to do a typing
assessment test. This was analyzed in order to identify a cause for the ability gap and also formed a

basic for a discussion of the subject “Information Education” at the university.
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