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Establishment of a Protestant Denomination in the Early Meiji Period:
The Case of United Church of Christ in Japan

Kiyomi MORIOKA

The first generation of Japanese Christians who organized Protestant churches at
Yokohama and Tokyo in the Restoration Period made special efforts to remain free of
any denominational orientations and controls brought by American missionaries, and
instead, tried to combine themselves with churches in the Kobe and Osaka arera set up
under the guidance of the American Board (Congregational) missionaries. After this
church union attempt resulted in a failure, they selected the second best, namely to form
a denomination by uniting with churches in the Tokyo area of the same Presbyterian
polity, and established United Church of Christ in Japan in 1877 under the leadership of
missionaries. The present paper pursues the dynamic process of development paying a
special attention to the enactment of the church constitution and interactions among

missionaries and Japanese leading Christians.
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