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E B 1,987 | 1,465| 1,255| 1,200 1,065| 1,005 916
. S 241 199 139 123 98 78 53
E% W % 9 28 17 11 4 4 3
£ - 2,237 1,692 1,411 1,334 1,167| 1,087 972
H 55.6 46.0 37.5 35.8 30.1 27.2 25.0
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‘L EREMEE X

X— 6 BEREREIERBDHET 7, %)
e R B R # B L

0.5ha#i | 0.5~1.0 | 1.0~1.5|1.5~2.0 | 2.0hall L | 0.5ha& | 0.5~1.0 { 1.0~1.5|1.5~2.0 | 2.0hall L

19804F 905 364 229 132 82 98 40.2 25.3 14.6 9.1 10.8

19854F 781 293 216 119 75 78 37.5 27.7 15.2 9.6 10.0
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Revitalization of “the Town of Organic Agriculture”
by the Initiative of the Local Government:

Creating an Ecologically Sound Local Society in
Aya-cho, Miyazaki

Toshiko MASUGATA

Aya-cho in Miyazaki prefecture is now well-known, nationwide, as “the town of the

e

glossy-leaved forest,” “the town of organic agriculture,” and “the town of hand-made
things,” where the former town mayor, Minoru Goda as leader, worked with local
people to revitalize the town in their own way. As a result of their efforts, Aya-cho was
transformed into a beautiful place, where more than 1 million people visit every year.

In this paper, I attempted an analysis of the town development, focusing on the
following respects: why was it engaged in ecologically sound agriculture (organic
agriculture), one of the pillars of three main revitalization programs , from so early on ?;
how was the recycling system of organic waste adopted at the town level ? ;and further
more, how did the local people join the programs and the local culture based on their
daily lives?

Aya-cho was the first local government in Japan to try to establish an independent
organization for the inspection and certification of organic produce. Having promoted
organic agriculture under the leadership of the local government and with the participa-
tion of the local people, the town received a lot of publicity. Many residents worked
together to produce organic products or quality natural (genuine) products, and to create
and pass on local culture based on daily lives. A special characteristic of Aya-cho’s
promotion of organic agriculture is observed just in this kind development of organic
agriculture through activities of residents in each hamlet. The town could promote
organic agriculture and build the basis of an ecologically sound society by strong
administrative leadership in the following policies: setting-up the compost system for
organic wastes; introducing subsidies for the promotion of organic agriculture such as
guaranteed prices; creating a center for hand-made natural goods; and developing
distribution channels such as selling directly to co-ops and so on.

The inspection and certification system for organic products, however, faces
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problems such as the insufficient labelling of organic seals. Furthermore , the plan

has been made to construct huge steel towers for supporting of high-tension wire in the
glossy-leaved forest, the symbol of Aya-cho. For Aya-cho where the town government
took the initiative in promoting organic agriculture, how to succeed and create the
culture of glossy-leaved forest , without losing the idea of “genuine” products as the

former town mayor suggested, will be a major problem from now on.





