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Abstract

This study speculated how to vitalize in-school staff development using the Japanese version of
SICS (Self-evaluation Instrument for Care Settings). A questionnaire was distributed to the early
childhood care and education facilities that had obtained the booklet of Japanese SICS. As a
result, using Japanese SICS contributed to vitalize their staff development; discussions during
in-school teacher development sessions became more active, various opinions arouse, and
cooperative, reciprocal learning occurred among staff members. However, because of differences
between self-evaluation guidelines of early childhood facilities by Ministry of Education and
Ministry of Welfare, there are different approaches and directions of discussions between day
nurseries and kindergartens, and it was concluded that such differences should be adjusted to lead
discussions and staff development sessions for the future.
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