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Toward Pedagogy on Weakness

Jun MORIYA

School of Human Science and Environment,
University of Hyogo
1-1-12 Shinzaike-honcho, Himeji, 670-0092 Japan

Abstract: Weakness is normally thought to be something undesirable or something to be
avolded. Nonetheless, as children are essentially weaker beings, pedagogy at least needs to look
at this "weakness" not negatively, but positively.

First of all, teachers are required to "listen" to children, who are in the weaker position. In order
to do so, teachers themselves need to accept their own weakness as a person. On the other hand,
quite a few Japanese children tend to deny their own weakness. They are afraid to express their
weakness. This denial of weakness makes it difficult for the children to be themselves, and this
has a negative effect on their development.

Based on the above considerations, this paper proceeds to inquire into the possibility of an
alternative approach to social relations where the weakness of each person is accepted. In doing
so, this paper refers to several discussions, such as, a philosophical consideration of education for
the disabled, the practice of "Beteru-No-Ie (Beteru's house), " an institution for the mentally

"

handicapped, and the practice of "learning community ( Manabi-No-Kyodotai )

Keywords: weakness, denial/acceptance of weakness, self-esteem, "learning community"("Manabi-
No-Kyodotai")
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