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Abstract

The author aims to present the method of practice and research of applied social
anthropology for environmental problems by showing one case on preservation of a wood in the
city area of Chiba Prefecture. Though one NPO group has made a great effort to conserve the
wood and to utilize it effectively for environmental education for a long time, their attentions
were mainly focused to the natural environment.

Since they were confronted with a critical environmental problem that the city government
decided to construct a new road across the wood which had been planned 44 years before and
abandoned, the NPO group had to find a better way to observe the wood itself and decided to
appeal more widely to all citizens. They rethought the purpose of conserving the wood as the
natural resources by adding socio-cultural elements to the value of the wood. They noticed that
they could utilize the wood as a more totalistic space which provided them the local knowledge of
antecedents who have observed these woods for their casual life and community. Such examples
are folk religious beliefs for trees and plants in the woods and native basic technical arts and

skills, and further the knowledge for making human relationship as the social capital.

Keywords: social anthropology for environment, conservation of city woods,
decoding the space memories, folk religious beliefs of trees and plants,

gods of exploitation, social capital
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