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Conditions of Selection for a Community health worker
(ASC) in the rural areas of Senegal

— From a case study of a Japan Overseas Cooperation
Volunteer who supported ASC activities— |

IWASA Maya"

Abstract

The author was involved in training and educating ASCs (Senegal’s equivalent of community
health workers) as a Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteer in Senegal. This paper considers
the appropriate selection condition for ASCs, based on the problems concerning “personnel
selection” experienced by the author during activities.

The subjects of this study were five persons who became ASCs in Village A in a rural area
of Senegal from September 1998 to January 2000. A comparative analysis was conducted on
these five persons.

As a result of analyzing the processes of selecting ASCs in Village A, the following important
selection conditions were identified : 1) It is good for a ASC to be from a village where a health
center is located, or if not, for his/her hometown to have a good relation with the village where
a health center is located ; 2) An ASC should be a person who has no work in from his/her
20s to 40s, and yet in the case of a woman is not planning to become pregnant in the near
future ; 3) An ASC’s family should not hold an important position in the village ; and 4) The
economic condition of the ASC’s family should be stable, for example the ASC’s spouse has cash

earnings.

Key Words : personnel selection ; Senegal ; ASC ; Community Health Worker ; JapanOverseas

Cooperation Volunteers

1) Public Health Nursing, College of Nursing Art and Science, Universityof Hyogo



