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People in d i f f e ren t  pa r t s  o f  t he  wo r l d  can receive v e r y  
d i f f e ren t  impressions o f  t h e  same event. The  symbiot ic 
t heo ry  o f  news suggests t ha t  repor te rs ,  be ing  p roduc ts  o f  
t he i r  own social and  psychological environments, wi l l  
p resen t  news information i n  a manner consis tent  w i t h  these 
environments. I n  t h i s  s tudy ,  symbiot ic t heo ry  i s  used t o  
account f o r  d i f ferences in Canadian and  Caribbean 
newspaper coverage o f  t he  1983 Grenada cr is is .  

Les habi tants des d i f f k ren tes  par t ies d u  monde peuvent  
percevoi r  le m&me CvCnement de  f a ~ o n  d i f ferente.  Le 
thCorie symbiot ique de I ' in format ion suggere que  les 
journnal istes, Btant  le  p r o d u i t  de  l eu r  mil ieu social e t  
psychologique, presente les informations en fonct ion de leur  
environnement. Dans la prksente Ctude, la theor ie 
symbiot ique se r t  A Btabl i r  les dif fCrences, dans le trai tement 
de la c r i se  de Grenade en  1983, e n t r e  les journaux 
canadiens e t  ceux  des Caraibes. 

D u r i n g  the  Grenadian c r i s i s  o f  October and  November 1983, the 

media o f  the  wor ld  focused on the  Car ibbean w i t h  an  in tens i t y  t ha t  

has p robab ly  no t  occur red  since the  Cuban missile c r i s i s  o f  the  ear ly  

'60s. Repor t ing  o f  events in Grenada may have va r i ed  g rea t l y ,  t hus  

leaving c i t izens i n  d i f f e ren t  p a r t s  o f  t he  wor ld  w i t h  v e r y  d i f f e ren t  

impressions and  opinions about  t he  events.  T h i s  s t u d y  prov ides 

quant i ta t i ve  data documenting the  d i f ferences t h a t  may ex i s t  between 

Canadian and  Caribbean newspaper coverage o f  these events. 
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News As Biased Reality 

Our knowledge o f  what i s  occurr ing i n  the wor ld comes to  us 

d i rec t ly  i n  only a v e r y  small proport ion o f  cases. Most are 

mediated b y  the press which provide information extending fa r  beyond 

our immediate experience. Hence, the way i n  which the press reports 

the news is  extremely important if readers are to  have informed 

opinions (Cuthbert ,  1979). 

For coverage o f  local events, the reader has access to several 

sources o f  information, such as personal knowledge and interpersonal 

communication, which can substantiate o r  call in to  question the 

accuracy, balance and object iv i ty  o f  the news received. However, 

when events occur beyond the local environment, accurate news 

report ing becomes cr i t ical  as there may be no other information on 

which to  base inferences and judgements. 

Governments as well as pr iva te  citizens depend heavily on 

newspapers fo r  certain types o f  information. Though governments 

have access to  diplomatic and other channels, these do not  have the 

capacity to keep a government completely u p  to  date on wor ld events. 

Press repor ts  may therefore inf luence the formation o f  foreign policy, 

and th is  can have fa r  reaching consequences (Cohen, 1963). 

It is  incumbent upon the press t o  provide readers w i th  news 

tha t  i s  as fa i r ,  accurate, complete and balanced as possible. The 

question remains as to whether th is  goal is theoretical ly possible. 

Most research and th ink ing  suggest that  it is  no t  possible. Corcoran 

(1984) observes that  the mass media, i n  general, project a real i ty  

tha t  is uniquely craf ted and accepted b y  the public as meaningful. 

He states: 

The key concept here is the power o f  the  media to  define, 
no t  merely reproduce real i ty  th rough the i r  nar ra t ive  devices 
which act ively make th ings mean. Reality is no longer 
viewed as a given set o f  facts,. . . Instead, it is the resul t  
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o f  a part icular  way o f  constructing, t h rough  pre fer red 
meanings, a ' real i ty1 which would have credib i l i ty ,  
legitimacy and a taken-for-grantedness (pp.  49-50).  

Bennett (1982)  goes fu r the r  i n  stat ing tha t  the  pr imary role o f  

e press i n  society is  " real i ty  defining." He observes: 

. . .the news is a manufactured product ,  no t  necessarily i n  
the sense that  it is  contr ived o r  invented but i n  the sense 
tha t  it is the product  o f  a cu l tu ra l ly  encoded and socially 
determined process.. . (p.  2%).  

Two broad group o f  f indings prov ide  an explanation as to  why 

ased, reality-appearing repor t ing  occurs as a predictable 

lenomenon. Fi rst ,  the reporter  is socialized in to  h is professional 

le th rough various over t  and cover t  messages i n  h is  work 

wironment which communicate appropriate journalist ic behaviour 

'uchman, 1978; Gans, 1979) .  

Whatever the views o f  indiv idual  reporters,  they  are socialized i n  

newsroom where the limits o f  organizational tolerance are learned. 

>en reporters d i f f e r  from the norms and values o f  the organization, 

d iv idual i ty  must be submerged if they  are to  receive good 

signments, have stories published, and be promoted (Breed, 1955 

~d Geiber, 1964) .  I n  th is sense, reporters are 'organization men1. 

~t every  organization exists w i th in  a part icular  national system 

lose pr imary goal is self-preservation. 

Journalism researcher A lber t  Hester argues tha t  the function o f  

e news media i n  any system is the survei l lance o f  the environment 

the interests o f  the system (Hester, 1973 ) .  Since one's 

-ofessional behaviour occurs w i th in  an identif iable social, cultural, 

~d economic setting, pressures develop which natural ly  bend the 

rspect ive  o f  the indiv idual  and organization w i th in  which one 

wks. Th is  could be classified as the  t'systemic-symbiotic theory of 

!WS. It 

Th is  "symbiotic" perspective leads one t o  pred ic t  t ha t  news 

ories wil l  ref lect  the interests o f  the government i n  power (Sigal, 
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1973; Bennett, et. al., 1985). and the political perspective o f  media 

owners and managers (Merr i l l  , 1965; Halberstam, 1979). Especially i n  

relation to cul tural ly  held stereotypes and beliefs concerning foreign 

(part icular ly  T h i r d  World) news, newspapers would be expected to 

present views tha t  correspond to  conventional wisdom (Ri f fe  and 

Shaw, 1982). 

Second, reporters, desire to  serve the psychological and 

informational needs o f  the i r  audience. Therefore, the information 

conveyed wil l  also parallel conventional wisdom for  the audience and 

of fer  a sense o f  "well-being." Th is  "well-being" could be called 

'lpsychological symbiosis;" the news is presented i n  a fashion that  is 

ef f ic ient ly  read and digested, while corresponding to  a normative 

belief system held b y  one's cul ture.  

The concept o f  "cognit ive c o n ~ i s t e n c y ~ ~  has developed from work 

completed b y  prominent social psychologists such as Abelson, 

Aronson, Festinger, Fishbein, McGuire, Osgood, Rosenberg , and 

Singer, among others (Feldman, 1966). "Common to  the concepts o f  

balance, congrui ty,  and dissonance is the notion that  thoughts, 

beliefs, att i tudes, and behaviour tend to  organize themselves i n  

meaningful and sensible ways" (Zajonc, 1960). It is posited here that  

newsmen attempt to retain normative psychological balance among the i r  

readers, and attempt to reduce the occurrence o f  dissonance. I f  the 

audience receives what they psychologically desire from a newspaper, 

a favourable newspaper-reader relat ionship wil l  exist. Research 

analyzing media portrayals o f  Maurice Bishop have been support ive of 

th is  premise (Soderlund and Sur l in,  1986). 

Therefore, the theoretic approach used for  th is  study suggests 

tha t  th rough the combination o f  reporter  enculturationlsocialization, 

and, the desire to achieve psychological balance both w i th  one's 

readers and fo r  the benef i t  o f  one's readers, the process o f  news 

report ing wil l  inevitably resul t  i n  a biased presentation. 
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Research re la t ing  t o  c r i s i s  r epo r t i ng  has determined t ha t  the  

media do  tend  t o  c a r r y  a h i ghe r  p ropo r t i on  o f  inaccuracies and  

rumour  d u r i n g  per iods o f  c r i s i s  and  d isaster  (Scanlon, et. al., 1978). 

Because o f  t he  v e r y  na tu re  o f  such events it is d i f f i c u l t  t o  p rov ide  

accurate information. F indings suggest  t ha t  t he  media may n o t  even 

t ry t o  be  accurate, b u t  g i ve  r epo r t s  w i thou t  a t t r i bu t i on  o r  information 

about  the  source o f  t he i r  data, seeming t o  produce f igu res  "out  o f  

t h i n  a i r "  (Scanlon, et. al., 1978). 

Research Question a n d  Hypotheses 

The major research quest ion concerns t he  ex ten t  t o  which the  

amount and  d i rec t ion  o f  media coverage o f  t he  Grenada c r i s i s  var ied.  

Obta in ing h a r d  data on t h i s  p rov ides  a basis f o r  inferences about  

sources of the  coverage. It was assumed t h a t  va r ia t ion  would depend 

heavi ly  on  p rox im i ty  t o  Grenada, the  degree o f  involvement b y  the  

home c o u n t r y  o f  t he  par t i cu la r  medium, a n d  news sources. More 

specifically, it was assumed t ha t  t he  countr ies closest t o  Grenada 

were most in terested i n  the  immediate solut ion t o  t he  pol i t ical problems 

in t h a t  coun t ry ,  as a means o f  p ro tec t ing  t he i r  own pol i t ica l  and  

economic posit ions, than  were coun t r ies  f u r t h e r  f rom t h e  cr is is .  It 

was there fo re  hypothesized that :  

1. Amount of coverage would v a r y  w i t h  p rox im i ty  t o  a n d l o r  degree 

o f  d i r ec t  involvement in Grenada, (i.e., Car ibbean newspapers 

would o f f e r  more coverage than  Canadian newspapers). 

2 .  The  grea te r  the  p rox im i ty  t o  a n d  amcunt  o f  d i r ec t  involvement in 

Grenada the  more posi t ive the  coverage would be  towards the  

U. S. posi t ion and  invast ion, (i.e., Car ibbean newspaper would 

have  more posi t ive headlines than  Canadian newspapers). 

3. T h e  g rea te r  t he  dependency o n  news sources f rom countr ies 

invo lved  in t he  in tervent ion,  t h e  more posi t ive t he  coverage 

would be. 
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Method 

Content analysis was used to  measure news s tory  size, dateline, 

sources, and journalist ic typology. Fur ther  in terpre t ive  content 

analysis included headline direction, the violence-orientation o f  news 

reports, and governmental positions emphasized. 

Sample: The s tudy  analyzed al l  items about Grenada from 

October 15th. beginning w i th  the detention o f  Grenada's Prime 

Minister Maurice Bishop, t o  November 20, 1983, when relat ive 

normalization had returned.'  Th is  ra ther  lengthy continuous sample 

was chosen instead o f  the more common two-week random sample for  

two reasons: (a) cont inui ty o f  the sample is important fo r  quali tat ive 

comparisons since media do no t  always ca r r y  stories on the same day; 

( b )  since non-Caribbean media were not  expected to c a r r y  a large 

number o f  stories on the crisis, a large sample was necessary to  

provide suf f ic ient  items for  purpose o f  analysis. 

Items on Grenada i n  the following media were analyzed, inc luding 

both daily and Sunday editions:* I n  the Caribbean, the Gleaner o f  

Jamaica, Advocate and NationISunday Sun o f  Barbados, and the 

Guardian and Express o f  Tr in idad and Tobago; I n  Canada, the 

Vancouver Sun. Winnipeg Free Press, Windsor Star, Toronto Globe 

and Mail and Halifax Chronicle Herald. 

Un i t  o f  Analysis and Variables: The u n i t  o f  analysis i n  the 

s tudy  was the indiv idual  newspaper item in which Grenada, o r  

implications o f  the crisis, occupied one t h i r d  o r  more o f  the item's 

content. The variables coded include the following: 

1. Newspaper. 

2 .  Number o f  Square Centimetres, inc luding headlines. 

3. Dateline - 30 d i f fe rent  datelines were indiv idual ly  coded. 

4. Source - 27 d i f fe rent  sources were coded. 

5. Type o f  item -News Story, defined as cu r ren t  news 
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- Si tuat ioner IFeature;  a s i tuat ioner  i s  def ined 

as a s t o r y  g i v i n g  background;  a feature 

g ives  i ndep th  analysis o f  a general,  non- 

immediate na tu re  

- Opinion, inc lud ing  editor ials, columns, 

le t ters,  etc. 

- Photo lGraphics (maps, car icatures)  

- Combination o f  these 

6 .  Major Subject - coded unde r  43 d i f f e ren t  headings. 

7. Headline Div is ion - whether  posit ive, negat ive o r  neu t ra l1  

n o t  identi f iable. 

Coders also wrote o u t  a l l  headlines in full. 

Headline d i rect ion was coded f rom the  perspect ive o f  the  U.S. 

government  and  invad ing  forces; t h a t  is, a posi t ive s t o r y  i s  one 

which would seem posi t ive t o  the  suppor te rs  o f  the  U.S. posit ion1 

invasion. Th i s  category must  be  care fu l l y  in te rp re ted .  A headl ine 

coded as posi t ive towards t he  U.S. does n o t  necessari ly imply a 

posi t ive a t t i tude  o f  the  newspaper toward  the  U.S. b u t  s imply ref lects  

a factual  s i tuat ion t ha t  favours  the  U.S. 

In ter-Coder Rel iab i l i ty  a n d  Limitat ions o f  t he  Data: The  s t u d y  

involved coding 4,051 items o f  eleven variables, making a tota l  o f  

45,000 coding decisions. ln te rcoder  re l iab i l i t y  was computed us i ng  

the fol lowing formula to determine the re l iab i l i t y  o f  two coders (Budd,  

et. al., 1967, p.  68): 

R = 2(C1,2) 

CT% 
'1.2 is  the  number o f  category assignments bo th  coders agree 

on, a n d  C1 + C2 i s  the  tota l  o f  ca tegory  assignments made b y  bo th  
- 

coders. The  formula can be  extended f o r  any  number o f  coders. 

One l imitat ion o f  t he  s t u d y  i s  tha t ,  because o f  the  g rea t  distance 

o f  coders f rom each o ther ,  it was n o t  possible t o  a r r i v e  a t  a 
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composite re l iab i l i t y  coeff ic ient,  so re l iab i l i t y  was computed separately 

in each region. A l l  coders worked  f rom a common code guide. In 

Canada, inter-coder re l iab i l i t y  was . 80 .  The  Caribbean coders 

accepted u p  t o  3 sq. cm. d i f fe rence  in coding o f  item size. With t h i s  

adjustment, Caribbean in ter-coder  re l iab i l i t y  reached .84. 

Ano ther  l imitat ion on the  data which af fects  comparabi l i ty i s  t ha t  

the  Canadian coders d i d  no t  inc lude headlines in the  measurement o f  

square centimetres; hence the  size o f  Canadian items is  

underest imated. 

F indings and  Analys is  3 

Number, Size and  T y p e  o f  S to ry :  Table 1 shows bo th  the  tota l  

number o f  items and  the  average number o f  items ca r r i ed  pe r  day  b y  

each newspaper.4 As  expected, Caribbean newspapers car r ied  f a r  

more items than  Canadian newspapers. The  la rges t  number o f  items, 

an  average o f  30 pe r  day,  was ca r r i ed  b y  the Nation and  i t s  Sunday 

paper, t he  Sunday Sun, in Barbados, a coun t r y  bo th  near t o  Grenada 

and  d i r ec t l y  invo lved  in the  cr is is .  The  Nation p r i n t ed  two  special 

evening edi t ions on October 20 and  25, t hus  increasing i t s  to ta l  

ou tpu t .  

In spi te  o f  Jamaica's d i r e c t  m i l i ta ry  and  pol i t ica l  involvement in 

t h e  cr is is ,  t he  Gleaner o f  Jamaica ca r r i ed  t he  smallest average number 

o f  items p e r  day  (17) among Caribbean newspapers s tudied.  Th i s  

smaller number can be  expla ined in p a r t  b y  Jamaica's lack o f  

p rox im i ty  t o  Grenada; the islands a re  more than  1,000 miles apar t .  

Jamaica i s  much nearer  t o  Miami than  it i s  t o  Grenada. Fol lowing 

f rom th i s  i s  the  fact  that ,  un l i ke  Barbados and  Tr in idad ,  few people 

in Jamaica have f r iends  and  re lat ives in Grenada. 

Canadian papers ca r r i ed  considerably  fewer items on Grenada on 

a da i l y  basis. With the  exception o f  t he  Toron to  Globe and  Mail, 

Canadian papers averaged about  1 t o  1 1 1 2  i tems pe r  day. The  Globe 

and  Mail averaged about  4 pe r  day.  
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TABLE 1 

Number of I tems on Grenada 
i n  Caribbean and Canadian Newspapers 

October 14 - November 20, 1983 

Newspaper 

CAR1 BBEAN 

Gleaner, (Jamaica) 
Nation, (Barbados) 
Advocate, (Barbados) 

1 Express, (Tr inidad) 
Guardian, (Tr inidad) 

ALL CARIBBEAN 

CANADIAN 

Vancouver Sun 
Ha l i f a x  

Chronicle-Herald 

Toronto 
Globe and Mai l  

Windsor S ta r  

Winnipeg Free Press 

ALL CANADIAN 

Number of 
S to r i es  

Average Number 
per  Day 

These f indings support  the f i r s t  hypothesis. Caribbean 

Iewspapers d i d  have a greater amount o f  coverage and the greatest 

3mount o f  coverage came from the Nation i n  Barbados, a count ry  

~ h i c h  is in close proximity t o  Grenada, and which was d i rec t ly  

involved i n  the crisis. The fact tha t  the  Toronto Globe and Mail had 

nuch greater  coverage than other Canadian papers might  be explained 
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in p a r t  b y  t h e  la rge  number o f  Toron to  readers o f  West Ind ian  o r i g i n  

wh ich  g ives  t h e  paper  a ' lpsychological prox imi ty1 '  t o  t h e  Caribbean. 

TABLE 2 

Caribbean and Canadian Newspaper Coverage 

A r t i c l e  S ize  

50 Sq. cm. 
o r  less 

51 - 300 
sq. cm. 

30 1 o r  mo re  
sq. crn. 

o f  Grenada b! 

Caribbean 

No. X 

842 2 3 

Size  of  A r t i c l e  

Canadian 

No. z 
To ta l  

No. % 

862 21 

Newspapers o f  b o t h  coun t r ies  contained a la rge  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  

medium l e n g t h  s tores (51 - 300 sq.  cm.), a l though t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  was 

la rger  in Canadian papers, as Table 2 indicates. Canadian papers 

c a r r i e d  many more long s tores (301 o r  more sq. cm.) t h a n  s h o r t  (50  

sq. cm. o r  less), whi le Car ibbean papers  had  twice as many s h o r t  as 

long stor ies. It also should b e  remembered t h a t  since t h e  headl ines 

were  n o t  measured i n  Canadian papers, the  size o f  Canadian ar t ic les 

i s  underrepresented.  T h e  h i g h e r  percentage o f  longer  Canadian 

s tor ies is suppor ted  b y  data in Tab le  3, wh ich  shows t h a t  t h e  longest  

t y p e  o f  s t o r y ,  t h e  feature, was .carr ied considerably  more f r e q u e n t l y  

t h a n  b y  Car ibbean papers. 
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It is  also ev ident  f rom Table 3 t h a t  about  ha l f  o f  al l  stor ies were 

s t r a i gh t  news. There  were more opin ion pieces i n  t he  Caribbean than  

in Canada, an  ind icat ion o f  t he  h i g h  degree o f  in te res t  and  

con t roversy  aroused i n  t h e  Car ibbean b y  t he  events, and  an 

ind icat ion of the  e f f o r t  t o  make sense o f  these events and  g i v e  

d i rec t ion  t o  the  formation of pub l i c  opinion. 

TABLE 3 

Caribbean and Canadian Newspaper Coverage 
of  Grenada by Type of Story 

Caribbean Canadian 
S to r y  Typr  

To ta l  
No. No. % No. R 

News 1,637 45 177 53 1,814 4 5  

Feature 343 9 50 15 393 10 
Opinion 945 25 43 12 988 24 

Photo News 790 21 66 20 856 2 1 

TOTAL 3.7 15 100 336 100 4,051 100 
(92%) (8%) ( 100%) 

Headline Direct ion:  Table 4 shows t h e  number and  percentage o f  

headlines coded as posit ive, negat ive and  neu t ra l  f o r  each coun t r y .  

A n  assumption i s  made here  t h a t  headl ines general ly  re f lec t  t he i r  

s to ry .  Two-th i rds o f  Caribbean, b u t  on l y  ha l f  o f  Canadian, items fel l  

i n t o  t he  neu t ra l  category.  T h i s  category also includes photographs, 

g raph ics  and  v e r y  sho r t  s tor ies which d i d  n o t  have headlines. 

Overal l ,  Caribbean newspapers h a d  twice as many posi t ive as negat ive 

headlines, whi le Canadian media had  about  equal numbers o f  posi t ive 

and  negat ive headlines, j u s t  ove r  25% o f  each. 



64 Symbiot ic News Coverage o f  t he  Grenada Cr is i s lSur l in -Cuthber t  

7 

For each source the  percentage o f  headlines which were posit ive, 

negat ive and  neu t ra l  i s  presented in Table 5. Headlines o f  stor ies 

o r ig ina t ing  w i t h  t he  Car ibbean News Agency (CANA)  were posi t ive 

about  twice as o f ten  as negative. The  f i ve  Caribbean newspapers 

were almost th ree  times more posi t ive than  negat ive in the  headlines 

o f  stor ies f o r  which t hey  were t he  news source. Stories f rom 

Canadian sources were negat ive ly  headl ined more t han  twice as often. 

TABLE 4 

Caribbean and Canadian Newspaper Coverage 
of Grenada by Headline Direction 

Many o f  t he  posi t ive headlines may simply re f lec t  a factual event  

which is posi t ive for t he  U.S., and  no t  necessari ly a posi t ive edi tor ia l  

posit ion. However, t he  fact  t ha t  Caribbean sources were headl ined 

posi t ive ly  twice as often as negat ive ly ,  and  tha t  Canadian sources 

were the  opposite (negat ive twice as o f ten  as posi t ive) ,  suggests t ha t  

real  d i f ferences in percept ions o f  t he  even t  existed. 

Headline 
D i r ec t i on  

Pos i t i ve  

Negat ive 

Neutra l  

TOTAL 

To te l  

No. X 

857 2 1  

497 12 

2,697 67 - -  

4,051 100 

( 100%) 

Car i  bbean 
No. W 

770 21 

407 1 1  

2,530 60 - - 

3,715 100 

(92%) 

Canadien 

No. W 

67 26 

90 27 

159 47 - - 

336 100 

(8%) 
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Headli ne 
Directior 

'osi t i  ve 

Vegative 

Ueutral 

Caribbean and Canadian News Sources 
by Headline D i rect ion  

- - 

Caribbean 
News Agency 

(CANA) 
- - 

No. % 

1 7 3  25 

88 13 

4 3 3  62 - - 
694 100 

(33%) 

Five Caribbean 
Newspapers 

Canadian Source: 
(CP and Others; 

No. w IU 

Total 

No. $5 

T h e  second hypothesis  i s  s t r o n g l y  suppor ted .  No t  on ly  do  

ar ibbean newspapers have an  overa l l  more n e u t r a l  approach t o  

? p o r t i n g  t h e  event ,  but t h e i r  opinionated headl ines favour  t h e  U.S. 

osit ion i n  Grenada a g r e a t  deal more o f t e n  t h a n  t h e  headl ines of 

anadian newspapers. Likewise, headl ines f rom f o u r  Car ibbean 

ewspaper sources, and  headl ines w r i t t e n  f o r  Car ibbean News Agency  

bories a r e  s ign i f i can t l y  more l i k e l y  t o  b e  favourable t o  t h e  U.S. 

osit ion t h a n  a r e  Canadian news sources, inc lud ing  t h e  Canadian 

ress w i r e  service. T h i s  finding s u p p o r t s  o u r  "systemic-symbiot ic 

l e o r y "  o f  news coverage since a ma jo r i t y  o f  Car ibbean governments 

Jppor ted  U.S. act ions i n  Grenada, whi le  Canada d i d  not.  
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Datelines, Sources and  Violence Or ientat ion 

In Table 6 we see t h a t  Car ibbean stor ies are s t r ong l y  based on 

regional datel ines, t ha t  i s  Car ibbean papers d i d  n o t  c a r r y  much news 

f rom o ther  areas of t h e  wor ld  even t hough  more deta i ls  on wor ldwide 

react ion presumably would have been o f  in terest .  T h e  most common 

non-Caribbean datel ines were American, but t he re  were v e r y  few 

news stor ies w i t h  Canadian o r  European datel ines. 

Canadian stor ies were ga thered  f rom a wide va r i e t y  o f  areas. 

A n  equal number of Canadian stor ies (28% each) were datel ined 

Canada and  t he  Caribbean; t hus  less than  a t h i r d  o f  t he  stor ies came 

f rom the  Car ibbean where t he  events occurred.  U.S. sources 

accounted f o r  near ly  20% o f  Canadian stories. 

TABLE 6 

Caribbean and Canadian Newspaper Coverage 
o f  Grenada by Dateline I 

Date l ine  Caribbean 

No. W 
Car i  bbean 3,035 8 2  

U.S. 292 8 

Canadian 2 5 1 

European 118 3 

Canadian 

No. R 

94 28 
63 19 

94 2 8 

33 10 

To ta l  

No. X 
3,129 77 
355 9 

119 3 

151 4 
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Table 7 indicates t h a t  Car ibbean stor ies were predominant ly  

based on  Caribbean sources, p r ima r i l y  CANA and ind iv idua l  

correspondents.  L i t t l e  at tent ion was pa id  t o  sources outside the 

region. Canadian sources were more var ied,  r e l y i ng  17% t o  26% o f  t he  

time on  in ternat ional  w i re  services, Canadian sources, ind iv idua l  

correspondents and  unspec i f ied lo ther  sources. However, Canadian 

papers used few Caribbean sources, which one would have expected 

journal is ts  t o  seek ou t  f o r  r epo r t i ng  on a Car ibbean event .  

TABLE 7 

Caribbean and Canadian Newspaper Coverage 
o f  Grenada by Source 

Source 

Cari  bbean 

In te rna t iona l  
Wi re  Serv ice 

Canadian 

U.S. 

lnd iv iduel  
Correspondent 

0 t her 

Caribbean 
No. X 

Canadian 
No. % 

To ta l  
No. 2 
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The  data presented i n  Tables 6 and 7 suppo r t  the  t h i r d  

hypothesis  which posits a re lat ionship between dependency on  

Caribbean news sources and  posi t ive coverage o f  the Grenadian 

cr is is .  The  Canadian newspapers were considerably  less dependent 

on Car ibbean sources, and were more a p t  t o  be  negat ive in t he i r  

headl ine treatment; the  opposite was t r u e  f o r  Caribbean newspapers. 

TABLE 8 

Caribbean and Canadian Newspaper Coverage 
of Grenada by Violence Orientat ion of Story 

Vlo lence Caribbean Canadian T o t a l  
Or ien ta t ion  No. X No. X No. 9: 

of S t o r y  

V io lence 
Or iented 6 18 17 85 25 703 17 

Non-Violence 
Or iented 3,097 83 251 75 3,348 03 

TOTAL 3,715 100 336 100 4,051 100 

~ 9 2 x 1  (0%) ( 1  ooa) 

Table 8 prov ides a breakdown o f  Grenada news s to r y  subjects 

accord ing t o  t he i r  violence orientat ion. T h i s  inc luded stories on 

mi l i ta ry  action, violence, weaponry, victims, and  people in physical 

jeopardy. Overal l ,  about  one in f i v e  s tor ies had  a violence 

or ientat ion.  Canadian stor ies were more focused on violence (25% o f  

s tor ies)  whi le  on ly  17% o f  Caribbean stor ies had  such a focus. 

Obviously ,  violence i s  p a r t  o f  t he  s t o r y  o f  Grenada, b u t  Canadian 

newspapers chose t o  focus upon t h i s  issue t o  a g rea te r  degree than  

d i d  Caribbean newspapers. 



Canadian Journal  o f  Communication. 1986, Vol. 12 No. 3-4 69 

TABLE 9 

Caribbean and Canadian Newspaper Coverage 
of Grenada by Governmental Posi t ions Emphasized 

I Governmental 

I Pos i t ions  

Caribbean 
Governments 

Other 
Governments 

I TOTAL 

Caribbean Canadian T o t a l  

Table 9 shows t he  governmental posit ions emphasized b y  t he  

Car ibbean and  Canadian press.  T h i s  includes al l  stor ies f o r  which 

t he  p r ima ry  focus was an  emphasis on  governmental react ions and  

posit ions concern ing the Grenada cr is is .  The  d i f ference i s  extremely 

sharp,  w i t h  Caribbean stor ies focusing on Caribbean government  

react ion, and  Canadians focusing on  the  react ion b y  o ther  

governments and  showing l i t t l e  concern f o r  the  react ion o f  Caribbean 

governments. Th i s  f i nd i ng  emphasizes t h e  lack o f  focus b y  t he  

Canadian press upon the  react ion o f  Car ibbean people t o  the events 

su r round ing  Grenada. 

Conclusion 

Geographic distance and  the  fact  t h a t  events in Grenada had  no 

immediate consequences f o r  Canada cer ta in ly  had  a p a r t  in d imin ish ing 

the  quan t i t y  o f  Canadian newspaper coverage o f  the  events o f  October 

15th t o  20th. 1583. The  opposite was t r u e  f o r  Caribbean papers. 

In t e r n s  o f  qua l i t y ,  considerable d i f ferences i n  Canadian and  

Car ibbean coverage suggest  that ,  a t  minimum, journal is ts  d i f f e red  
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g rea t l y  i n  t he i r  perspect ive on, and in te rp re ta t ion  of ,  the  events. In 

each count ry ,  the  pub l i c  i s  dependent on  journal is t ic  sources f o r  i t s  

perspect ive.  The  journal ists, i n  t u rn ,  a re  dependent upon t he  

sources t o  which t hey  have  access. A n d  t he  perspect ive o f  bo th  

journal is ts  and  t he i r  sources is in large p a r t  a func t ion  o f  how a 

sociopolit ical system views i t se l f  i n  re lat ion t o  a par t i cu la r  news 

event. 

In the  Grenada cr is is ,  Caribbean journal is ts  were concerned 

about  how the  event  would a f fec t  the  Caribbean i n  general,  and t he i r  

is land specif ical ly.  They  were in terested in each other 's  observations 

and  opinions. News stor ies were f requent ,  analyt ic,  issue-oriented, 

focused upon Caribbean reaction, a n d  suppor t i ve  o f  the U.S. 

posit ion. Caribbean sources were used 83% of  the  time. 
5 

I n  contrast ,  Canadians seemed t o  perceive t he  Grenada c r i s i s  

w i th in  a la rger  con tex t  o f  news from around the  world. Grenada was 

an  important,  but no t  dominant, s to ry .  Canadian repor te rs  were 

in terested in how " the  wor ld"  was react ing t o  the  event. Thus,  a 

b road  range o f  news sources were sought  and  used. Fur ther ,  the  

even t  became an oppor tun i ty  t o  be  c r i t i ca l  o f  a "superpower"  nat ion 

which seemed overzealous in f lex ing  i t s  m i l i ta ry  power. Hence, 

Canadian news stories dwe l t  more of ten upon the  violence occur r ing  in 

Grenada, and  the  negat ive react ion emanating f rom governments 

a round the wor ld.  The  not-so-hidden Canadian agenda was the  fear  

t h a t  if the  U.S. was so qu i ck  t o  seek a mi l i ta ry  in te rven t ion  i n  

Grenada, th is  could set  a precedent  f o r  other  in tervent ions.  

Caribbean newspapers and  news sources be ing  f rom nations 

which were physica l ly ,  emotionally and, except  for T r in idad ,  d i r ec t l y  

invo lved  i n  the  event, reacted t o  t he  immediate h o r r o r  o f  the  k i l l i ngs  

o f  Prime Min is ter  Bishop and  others, and  saw the  U.S. invasion as a 

shor t - term solut ion t o  a d read fu l  abberat ion in t he  Caribbean system. 

In contrast,  most Canadian newspapers and  t he i r  sources, more 

removed physica l ly  and  emotionally from the  event, reacted t o  the  



Canadian Journal  o f  Communication, 1986, Vol .  1 2  No. 3-4 71 

long-term implications which a superpower invasion had  f o r  t he  

in ternat ional  system. 

The  resu l t ing  posi t ive coverage p rov ided  f o r  the Car ibbean 

publ ic ,  and  negat ive coverage f o r  the  Canadian publ ic ,  most l i ke ly  led 

c i t izens t o  v e r y  d i f f e ren t  conclusions about  t h e  event. Presumably 

journal is ts  in bo th  regions were r epo r t i ng  "professional ly ,I' b u t  t hey  

d i d  r e p o r t  v e r y  d i f fe ren t l y .  Journal is t ic  professionalism, it would 

appear, i s  necessari ly constra ined b y  percept ions o f  the  sociopolit ical 

system and  one's readers. 

T h e  "symbiot ic theory  o f  news1' i s  suppor ted  b y  resu l ts  repor ted  

here. It may be  an i r reduc ib le  fact  of existence t ha t  leads t o  

suppo r t  o f  th is  theory  f o r  al l  journal is ts  across a l l  cu l tu res .  

However, research should cont inue t o  search f o r  si tuat ions i n  which 

the  symbiot ic theory  is n o t  supported.  A t  tha t  point ,  the  condit ions 

leading t o  non-support  could be  c i ted  and  analyzed. I n  t h i s  way, we 

could make journal is ts  be t te r -  able t o  res is t  t he  professional 

constra ints  o f  journal is t ic  symbiosis. Un t i l  journal is ts  beg in  t o  

unders tand  these contra ints ,  they  cannot hope t o  fac i l i ta te genuine 

communication among the  pub l i cs  o f  t h e  world. 
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NOTES 

T h i s  paper  is p a r t  of a la rger  s t udy ,  coord inated b y  D r .  
Marlene Cuthber t ,  comparing coverage o f  the  Grenada c r i s i s  in 
t he  Caribbean, U.S., Canada and  Europe. It was commissioned 
b y  t he  Press Association o f  Jamaica and  funded b y  Radio Jamaica 
based upon t he  recogni t ion o f  t he  even t  as a un ique  Caribbean 
case s t u d y  usefu l  i n  assessing journal is t ic  professional pract ices. 
Par ts  o f  t h i s  s t udy  a re  repor ted,  along w i t h  analysis o f  t he  
la rger  sample i n  Marlene Cu thbe r t ,  1986, "Ideological Dif ferences 
i n  Press Coverage o f  the  Grenada Cr is is . "  In Peter Desbarats 
and  John Southerst  (Eds.) , InformationlCrisis1Developmerit :  
Flews f rom the  T h i r d  World, Graduate School o f  Journalism, 
Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Western Ontar io ,  London, p p .  91-109. A n  ear l ier  
vers ion o f  t h i s  a r t i c le  appeared in hlarlene Cu thbe r t  and  S tua r t  
H. Sur l in ,  1985, "Canadian and  Caribbean Coverage o f  the  
Grenada Cr is is . "  In Walter C. Soder lund and S tua r t  H. Su r l i n  
(Eds.) ,  Media i n  La t in  American and  the  Caribbean: Domestic 
and  Internat ional  Perspectives, Onta r io  Cooperat ive Program i n  
La t in  American and  Car ibbean Studies, Windsor, Ontario, p p .  

I n  some newspapers, issues were no t  avai lable f o r  every  sample 
day  because o f  hol idays, no Sa tu rday  o r  Sunday edit ion, and  
missing issues. 

Since the en t i r e  populat ion o f  newspaper ar t ic les deal ing w i t h  
Grenada f o r  t he  designated t ime per iod  was analyzed f o r  t h i s  
pro ject ,  the  d i f ferences repor ted  he re  represen t  t r u e  d i f ferences 
in news coverage between Canada and  t he  Caribbean. 
Therefore,  stat ist ical analysis i s  unnecessary and  inappropr iate.  

The  average number o f  items pe r  day  i s  a more comparable 
f i g u r e  since a l l  issues o f  a l l  papers were n o t  avai lable f o r  
coding. 

In te res t ing ly ,  one Caribbean journal is t ,  Rickey Singh, the  
Guyanese ed i to r  o f  a regional Chr is t ian  newspaper based i n  
Barbados, who wrote s t r ong l y  against  the  invasion, us ing  the  
same reasoning as European and  Canadian journal ists, was 
b randed a communist a n d  had  h i s  work  permi t  w i thdrawn b y  t he  
Barbados government. T h e  permi t  was r e tu rned  in 1987. 
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