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Bail largeon, Jean-Paul, ed. 
Les p ra t iques  cul ture l les des QuBbecois: 
une  au t r e  image de  nous-m6mes. 
QuBbec: l n s t i t u t  quCbPcois de  recherche s u r  la cu l tu re ,  1986. 

I t  states t he  obvious t o  asser t  t h a t  Quebec has undergone massive 

t ransformat ions in the  last qua r t e r  cen tu r y ,  b u t  t h i s  anthology o f  

essays on  cu l t u ra l  pract ices in Quebec o f fe rs  the  reader ins igh t  i n t o  

the  substance o f  t h i s  new Quebec. F i f teen authors,  (exc luding the 

edi tor  who p rov ides  a conclusion), d iscuss t he  state o f  Quebec's 

cu l tu ra l  ac t i v i t y  i n  t he i r  areas o f  specialty. The  mass media a re  

t reated,  o f  course, b u t  so a re  such o ther  forms as popular  and  a r t  

music, theatre,  dance, spor ts  and  recreation, and  tourism. The  

ed i to r  conceives o f  the  wo rk  as con t r i bu t i ng  t o  ref lect ion and  debate 

on  Quebec cu l tu ra l  development, and  in t h i s  he  succeeds, if on ly  

because o f  t he  volume o f  in format ion the  wo rk  contains. 

The  volume is  h i gh l y  informative. However, i t s  t i t l e  m igh t  

mislead the  Engl ish-speaking reader ,  f o r  it does no t  descr ibe cu l tu ra l  

pract ices per E,  b u t  Quebec's cu l tu ra l  ins t i tu t ions  and  

inst i tu t ional ized cu l tu ra l  forms. The  essays a re  p r imar i l y  descr ip t ive,  

making ample use o f  s tat is t ica l  data. The  book has hermeneutic 

impulse, a n d  does no t  at tempt  t o  recons t ruc t  t h e  pract ices o f  the  

typ ica l  ( o r  atyp ica l ,  f o r  t ha t  mat ter)  Qu6b6cois. Rather, we a re  

o f fe red  a m i r r o r  o f  cu l tu ra l  pract ices as ref lected in the  economic and  

i n f r as t r uc tu ra l  development o f  par t i cu la r  cu l tu ra l  sectors, as well as 

the  corresponding evolut ion o f  forms a n d  formats. 

A n  excel lent  example o f  th is  approach can be  seen in Elz6ar 

Lavoie's essay on  Quebec radio:  "La radio,  lo i s i r  mBconnu.ll The  

au thor  sketches the  demographics o f  recept ion pa t te rns ,  a n d  then  

o f fe rs  a h i s t o r y  o f  Quebec radio, d iscussing bo th  i t s  economics a n d  

t he  competi t ive development o f  rad io  formats. The  au thor  claims tha t  

commercial rad io  i s  the  medium fo rgo t ten  b y  analysts  preoccupied w i t h  

television and  Radio-Canada. Lavoie asser ts  t h a t  s tudents  o f  

Quebec's language and  popular  cu l t u re  should wel l  l is ten t o  Ah4 

radio's voice, t he  voice o f  t he  people. Lavoie's observat ion here is 
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pa r t i cu l a r l y  apt ,  f o r  a l l  too o f ten  t he  choice o f  an  object o f  s t udy  has 

more t o  d o  w i t h  i t s  nove l ty  o r  importance t o  pol icy-makers, than  w i th  

the way media a re  in tegra ted  i n t o  t he  l i fe-world. 

The  inst i tu t ional  tendency o f  Lavoie's analysis i s  ca r r i ed  f u r t h e r  

and  exp l i c i t l y  la id  o u t  b y  Claude Mar t in  and  Roger de  la Garde, in 

t he i r  analysis o f  the Quebec press ("Si Cu tenberg  m16tait  compte. De 

la Presse d lentrepr ise aux  entrepr ises de  pre$$eI1). They  asser t  t h a t  

we can bes t  unders tand  the  press b y  consider ing it as an i ndus t r y .  

They  then  proceed w i th  an  analysis o f  i t s  development t h rough  an 

examination o f  i t s  markets, t he  impact o f  new technology on 

p roduc t ion  costs, consumer demographics and  revenues. They  

conclude b y  no t ing  t ha t  t h e  p ress  i tse l f ,  in competi t ion w i t h  o ther  

media, i s  now adopt ing t h i s  indus t r ia l  v iewpoint ,  as it casts i t s  

audience as a consumer r a t he r  than  as a reader. 

Most of the essays in t h i s  volume proceed i n  the  same manner. 

We ga in  ins ights in to  the  chal lenges facing t he  r ap i d l y  expanding 

television i ndus t r y ,  the  popular  music i ndus t r y ,  theatre, dance, and  

the  Quebec novel ist.  We learn t ha t  many non-mass media forms a re  

doing well unde r  government  suppor t ,  no tab ly  classical music and  

theatre. Quebec has experienced a major rat rappage w i t h  Ontar io  i n  

these sectors, par t i cu la r l y  w i t h  t he  emergence o f  a new and  expanded 

francophone middle class. However, dance remains under funded and  

underdeveloped, a n d  the  p rov ince  s t i l l  su f f e r s  f rom a low 

book-reading rate.  The  au thors  typ ica l l y  ca l l  f o r  be t t e r  cu l t u ra l  

education (Gil les Pronovost, "Signi f icat ions e t  transformations des 

act iv i tes de  loisir," c i tes P. Bourd ieu  and  A. Darel ) ,  be t t e r  

government  fund ing ,  a n d  a creat ive response b y  cu l t u ra l  producers.  

Two essays i n  th is  col lect ion d is t ingu ish  themselves b y  t he i r  

ove r t l y  polemical tone. Real La Rochelle ( "Le cinema qu6becois, en 

voie d'assimilation ou de  m8tissageI1) argues t h a t  Quebec's social 

t ransformat ion has g i ven  r i se  t o  a new commercial cinematic form, 

ne i ther  xenophobical ly inward- looking (as were Les Plouffes o r  

Duplessis),  no r  merely American. Th i s  new s t y l e  in cinema, which 
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includes, f o r  example such award-winning works  as Caffe I tal ia, 

Montrkal,  compcls and  enter ta ins as it speaks bo th  o f  and  to a new 

heterogeneous and  t ranscu l tu ra l  QuCbec. For  La Rochelle, 

government  f i lm pol icy should favour  t h i s  t ype  o f  commercial cinema, 

p roduced b y  small and  c rea t i ve  independents, r a t he r  than  Canada's 

few mega-producers who are bu i l d i ng  a f i lm i n d u s t r y  on  the  Hollywood 

model. La Rochelle t hus  rejects the  va l i d i t y  o f  t he  American cu l tu ra l  

imperialism thesis  as a frame f o r  analyz ing Quebec cu l tu ra l  

product ion.  T h i s  essay, more than  any  o ther ,  o f f e r s  u s  a sense tha t  

t he  Quebec o f  o u r  stereotypes has vanished i n  favour  o f  a 

Quebec. Th i s  would, it appears, be  t he  Quebec o f  the  postmodern. 

The  most provocat ive essay in the  col lect ion i s  penned b y  Denys 

Morisset ( "Vers un a r t  o f f ic ie l? Nous y sommes! V i ve  I 'anarchie!").  

Morisset decries government  sponsorship a n d  f und ing  o f  the  a r ts .  He 

asser ts  t ha t  the  inevi table consequence o f  such ac t i v i t y  i s  a r t ' s  

banalisation. C i v i l  servants and  the  bureaucrat ized a r t i s t s  s i t t i ng  on 

t he  boards o f  g ran t i ng  agencies would s t i f l e  c rea t i v i t y  in the  name o f  

normat iv i ty .  T h e  de t r i t u s  t h a t  such a pol icy produces would be  a 

l i feless of f ic ia l  o r  state cu l tu re .  He also c i tes as a g l a r i ng  example o f  

bad  a r t i s t i c  pol icy the  move t o  popular ize a r t i s t i c  product ion,  

render ing  it a c ra f t ,  and  t hus  undermin ing  experimentat ion and  

discrimination. Mor isset t  blames the adopt ion since 1960 o f  the  

ant iquated French model o f  cu l tu ra l  po l icy formation f o r  th is  

stagnation. Decry ing  the MBA hordes, h e  celebrates the  a r t i s t i c  

anarchy  p reva len t  in the  Un i ted  States where p r i va te  sources f und  

a r t i s t s  f o r  reasons o f  ar t ,  and  n o t  bureaucra t i c  expediency. The  

analysis i s  less than  sat is fy ing,  however, because it naive ly  assumes 

that ,  f reed  o f  state meddl ing, t he  c rea t i ve  genius o f  a r t i s t s  wi l l  

emerge. The  polemic o f fe rs  no  substant ia l  gu ide  t o  the development 

o f  a r t  ho r s  I1Ctat. 

Bai l largeon, in h is  conclusion, c i tes the  major factors responsible 

f o r  the  development o f  Quebec's cu l t u ra l  forms. F i rs t ,  the "Quiet 

revolut ion," which includes francophone Quebec's sudden 

secularizat ion, adoption o f  No r t h  American (consumer or iented)  tastes, 
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and  economic growth,  led t o  new forms o f  cu l t u ra l  ac t i v i t y  and  

consumer behaviour .  Second, the  l imited resources o f  t he  Quebec 

market, competition f rom bo th  the Un i ted  States and  France, and the  

fragmentat ion o f  audiences o r  pub l i cs  because o f  t he  mul t ip l icat ion o f  

cu l t u ra l  forms and  ins t i tu t ions  renders  the  s tab i l i t y  o f  the cu l tu ra l  

system precarious. T h i r d ,  w i t h i n  t he  con tex t  o f  a system o f  cu l tu ra l  

p roduc t ion  t ha t  cannot be  economically self-sustaining, state cu l tu ra l  

po l icy and  g ran t s  have been cruc ia l .  His  analysis suggests tha t  

Quebec's cu l tu ra l  ac t i v i t y  ex is ts  w i t h i n  a series o f  tensions and  

contradic t ions tha t  cannot easi ly be  overcome, b u t  t h a t  indeed are the  

g r o u n d  o f  Quebec's uniqueness. 

While Bai l largeon's col lect ion o f  essays does no t  make f o r  

compell ing reading, it has fundamental va lue as a reference work .  

The  fasc inat ing analysis t ha t  remains t o  be  under taken  could no t  

proceed w i thou t  the  knowledge t ha t  t h i s  volume of fers.  Tha t  

analysis, presaged b y  t he  t i t l e  o f  t h i s  book, would i n t e rp re t  the  

l i v i ng  cu l t u re  of the  Qu6b+cois. uncover ing  the sense, contradic t ions,  

and  consequences o f  t he i r  pract ices. Such a s t u d y  would complete 

t he  p i c t u re  Bai l largeon o f fe rs ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  f o r  the  non-Qu6b+cois, 

making sense o f  t ha t  d is t inc t  society's cu l t u ra l  l i fe. 

Reviewed b y :  Maurice Char land 
Concordia Un ivers i t y  

Paletz, David L., ed. 
Polit ical Communication Research: 
Approaches, Studies, Assessments, 
Norwood, New Jersey, Ablex Publ ish ing Company, 1987 

I f ,  as t he  shopworn Chinese adage has it, a journey of a thousand 

miles begins w i t h  one step, i t  would appear t h a t  pol i t ical 

communication researchers have a g rea t  distance t o  t rave l  towards 

uncer ta in  dest inat ions. The  15 ar t ic les making u p  t h i s  col lect ion 

a t tes t  t o  the  arguable view t ha t  pol i t ica l  communication as a f ie ld  o f  

i n q u i r y  i s  desperately seeking def in i t ion.  Th is ,  in pa r t ,  i s  ref lected 

i n  t he  ed i to r ' s  admission t ha t  t he  th ree  general  categories t ha t  


