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Abstract 

Purpose: A new scientific problem is posed and substantiated: the need to take into account the African economic 

development trends in the system of ensuring the economic security of Russia. In this context, in order to assess the 

security of the national economy and the competitive position of Russia, the results of scientific studies of the main 

development trends and threats in Africa, the position of various countries on the African continent are analyzed. 

Methodology: The authors are based on the analysis of current scientific literature, government official documents, and 

statistical reports. The main methods of research are analytical review, comparison, systematic approach, cultural and 

civilizational approach. 

Result: The article substantiates the position that taking into account the development trends of the African continent is an 

important component in the system of assessing the national economic security of Russia in the current period and in the 

future, ensuring competitiveness and strengthening the economic sovereignty of Russia, analyzing the potential of 

interaction with African countries in the management practice.  

Applications: This research can be used for the universities, teachers and education students. 

Novelty/Originality: The authors formulate the main directions of the activation of scientific research and concentration 

of practical efforts to improve the national economic security of Russia in the context of the development trend of the 

African continent. 

Keywords: national economy, economic security, Russia, African countries, national security system, interaction, strategic 

management. 

INTRODUCTION 

The situation and importance of the African continent are changing dynamically and will continue to change throughout 

the XXI century. However, in the context of emerging trends in Africa, the Russian scientific community is practically not 

engaged in the study of problems of national security of Russia. While, no doubt, this should be taken into account in the 

formation of the national economic security systems in Russia. Mutasa, C., & Paterson, M. (Eds.). (2015). 

The subject area of the article: Ensuring economic security of Russia in the context of the African economy dynamics. 

Purposes: To study the state of scientific support of economic security in relation to the interaction with African countries 

in Russian science, to develop proposals for improving the mechanisms of national economic security of Russia in the 

context of the emerging trend on the African continent. 

Results: A dynamic transformation of the African economy makes it one of the leaders in the growth rate that will have an 

impact on the international division of labor in the coming years and will increase by the end of this century. Many 

countries of the world are actively and purposefully strengthening their positions in Africa. Russia, on the contrary, does 

not intensify its own activities in cooperation with African countries, which is unacceptable. With extensive experience and 

infrastructure for scientific research in Africa, there is no research in the area of economic security in the context of 

development and interaction with the African continent. Russia has its own experience in ensuring national economic 

security, its own scientific approaches to the study of this problem, and modern scientific areas. However, so far, they are 

not sufficient to solve the complex problems that Russia faces and potentially will face in cooperation with the economies 

and the consequences of the development of the African continent, with the interests of other countries on this continent. 

This requires switching the attention of the scientific community to this aspect of the problem of ensuring the economic 

security of Russia, intensification of research in this direction. This determines the relevance of the research problem and 

determines the importance of this article for the formulation of the problem. Alexander, D. (2006). 
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METHODOLOGY AND METHODS  

The authors are based on the analysis of current scientific literature, government official documents, and statistical reports. 

The main methods of research are analytical review, comparison, systematic approach, cultural and civilizational approach. 

Alexander, D. (2006). 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Main scientific approaches to the study of national economic security problems  

For several decades, the Russian and international scientific community studied comprehensively the phenomenon of 

economic security – both in complex and in various relations, spheres, and industries, including such as the shadow 

economy, corruption, customs regulation, economic crime, criminal economy, etc. Directions and scope of research were 

dictated by their own national interests, priorities, goals, threats to their implementation in each country, and therefore the 

proportions of various aspects of economic security are various in different countries. 

Today it is clear that there are internal and external threats to the national economy of any country. 

Internal threats to the national economic security of different countries are about the same. The basic threats are: economic 

crime, criminal economy (including drug trafficking), corruption, unregistered economic relations, and the shadow 

economy, the export of capital to offshore jurisdictions. The internal threats to economic security should also include 

inefficient operational and strategic management of the economy, deformity, and imperfection of the financial system, 

weak control of customs space, etc. 

At the same time, it is clear that the uniformity of threats does not mean their identity because the nature, subjects, and 

proportions of these threats are different in each country. 

External threats to each country come from specific countries and economic subjects and require special study in each 

individual relation and context. It can be an objective threat associated with different growth rates in different countries, 

competition on the markets of raw materials and products, by demographics, dependence of economies on the status and 

prices on the world markets of raw materials and products (including products of agriculture, high-tech products, consumer 

goods, pharmaceuticals, etc.), scientific and technological backwardness, etc. These may be subjective, manageable threats 

– the threat of loss of national economic sovereignty, subordination and colonization of economies (industries) of certain 

countries and their financial systems to foreign entities, aimed at pumping out natural, financial and human resources, etc., 

including the use of socio-economic and political technologies. 

These and many other aspects are well studied in the Russian scientific literature, including on the basis of Russia’s own 

economic, legal, political and law enforcement experience, which can give new serious and practical results in the study of 

Africa. Swilling, M., Musango, J., & Wakeford, J. (2016). 

New trends on the African continent are determined by a whole group of factors, the main of which in the economic aspect 

at the moment is the dynamics of population growth, the availability of various natural resources, the rapid pace of 

economic growth. However, there is no economic security on the list of security problems in Africa. All problems – from 

military and political security to demography and problems of drinking water – are discussed. In the same way, the Russian 

scientific literature discusses all problems except the economic security of African countries and the economic security of 

Russia in the context of African trends and Russian projects in African countries. Swilling, M., Musango, J., & Wakeford, 

J. (2016). 

Positions of different countries in Africa  

The United States has always been and continues to be active and is pursuing its own interests in cooperation with many 

African countries. The US policy in Africa, as in the world, is almost exclusively egocentric and pragmatic. It is aimed 

only at the realization of their own national political and economic interests. It is widely known that American cartels have 

been ravaging Africa for centuries, viewing it primarily as a resource base. American interests also explain the activity of 

the US military presence in Africa. At the present stage of history, interaction with African countries is organized at the 

state business level with the active use of the structure of the US-Africa summit (established in 2014). The arrival of D. 

Trump somewhat reduced the activity of the United States in the African direction, the current administration today does 

not have any holistic own African strategy, in contrast to the privileged position of Africa among the foreign policy 

priorities in Barack Obama’s time. However, Washington does not intend to leave Africa and is taking practical steps in 

the African direction in the political, economic and military fields, including anti-terrorism cooperation and energy (Urnov 

A.Yu. (1)), as well as specific activities, especially in the financial and banking spheres (Malakhov F.V.). One of the 

American analysts M.T. King on the pages of the magazine The American Interest outlined three areas in which the United 

States can be successful in Africa: security cooperation, investment, and mediation between the conflicting parties (King, 

M.T.). In his opinion, this will allow taking a dominant position on the continent and influence the policy of African States 

in a favorable way for the United States. Swilling, M., Musango, J., & Wakeford, J. (2016). 
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The European Union  

The maximum trade turnover of sub-Saharan countries in Africa falls precisely in the EU. China, which follows the EU, 

has a twice smaller trade turnover in Africa. The Financial Times describes the current situation as a struggle for business, 

in which the United States, China, India, and Turkey, and, of course, the EU (The scramble for business in Africa) 

participate fiercely. Standing, G. (2007).  

The EU views Africa as one of the key regions, on the success of policies in which to a large extent the future of Europe 

depends. Deputy Director of the European Centre for the political regulation development G. Laport formulated 8 main 

tasks in the field of the EU policy on the African continent, including: 

-  More coherent and consistent policies in Africa; 

-  Creating stronger and more self-sufficient pan-African and regional institutions; 

-  Increased openness in the formulation of the parties’ interests; 

-  Organization of high-level political dialogue between summits; 

-  Implementation of measures to restore confidence (Mucchi V., Thijssen N.). Semyachkov, K. A. (2019, May) 

At the same time, there is a certain lack of EU trade and economic cooperation with Africa. In particular, José Luis 

Gutierrez Aranda, an employee of the Africa Europe Faith and Justice Network notes that none of the Economic 

Partnership Agreements (EPAs) between the EU and African countries contain sections devoted to such categories as 

sustainable development, trade, human rights, transparency, equal opportunities for both sexes, the participation of civil 

society. The author notes that the behavior of the EU, even in the case of investing in the economy of African countries 

was characterized by certain selfishness (Aranda, J.L.G.). 

Great Britain. On the eve of T. May’s visit to Africa in August 2018, N. Westcott wrote on the website of the Royal 

African Society: “British relations with Africa have a long history, are very close and very important for both sides, 

although they were often subject to various tests. The legacy of the slave trade and decades of colonial order left a deep 

mark. However, Africa has now (again) been independent for about as long as it was a colony, allowing us to turn a new 

page in our relationship. In fact, there is a very great potential for a great relationship in the future. The Commonwealth 

summit demonstrated that there is strong residual sympathy for Britain as a country and its monarch as an individual” 

(Westcott, N.). 

This situation is not a reassessment of the attitude of the people of the continent to the former colonizers – the latter are 

often perceived as carriers of progress. About the same phenomenon is observed in India in relation to Britain or in the 

former Central Asian republics in relation to Russia. 

Turkey. Turkey’s directed activity on the African continent is growing, large–scale Summits of the partnership “Turkey-

Africa” are being held, in which more than 50 African countries are taking part, which intend to cooperate actively with 

Turkey in the format of intergovernmental cooperation in the areas of “security, trade and investment, health, environment 

and information and communication technologies” (Stupakov N.V., 8), reaching the level of strategic partnership. “Turkey 

“boosts the promotion” of its interests on the African continent, increasing the number of Turkish embassies in Africa to 39 

over the past five years, and Turkey’s trade with African countries increased from 5.5 to 20 billion dollars in 10 years”. 

(Stupakov N.V., 11-12). Externally, Turkey acts as a donor for a number of African countries, but modern analysts often 

call Turkey a “wall-breaking machine” on the side of the Anglo-Saxon partners to “push” Anglo-American interests in the 

strategically important regions of the world for NATO (The Turkish factor of the Bosporus). 

China. China’s economic and other activities in Africa, its interest in cooperation with the countries of the African 

continent, and its dynamic policy on the continent attracted the attention of Russian science a long time ago. Wood, 

mineral resources (iron ore, precious metals, copper, oil, gas, energy, etc.), fishing, culture, and education – this is a wide 

range of Chinese cooperation with the African continent countries. 

China’s trade with African countries amounted to $ 220 billion in 2014, which is almost 15 times more than the Turkish 

indicators. Thus, China’s important interest is to solve the problem of its own food security, in this regard, participation in 

the development of agriculture in Africa due to the shortage of its own arable land, in the development of industry. In 

particular, the China-Africa Development Fund was established in 2007 to promote Chinese investment in infrastructure, 

agriculture, and industry in Africa. At the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) in Beijing on September 2018, a 

new trend was clearly identified, along with the traditional one – a guide to the industrialization of Africa. The range of 

investment projects is constantly expanding (Ignatiev S., Lukonin S.). 

However, Chinese projects have both advantages and disadvantages, can have both positive and negative effects, there are 

already conflict directions and zone in connection with the activity of China (Siontyandiobi S.). Moreover, there are 

estimates that characterize the black continent as a testing ground for the “soft power” of China (Manukov S.) and the 

formation of a new system of colonialism. 
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Israel. Israel, providing assistance to African countries (military assistance, assistance in the fight against terrorism, 

technical assistance, numerous development projects), clearly sets political, geostrategic and economic goals (Khlebnikova 

L.R. (2016)). African countries are interested in Israel’s experience in the fight against terrorism and its innovative 

technologies, especially in agriculture and medicine, as well as cooperation in the field of education, sustainable 

development, food and water security, the fight against poverty (Khlebnikova L.R. 2017). Joint scientific events are held. 

At the same time, “the specifics of the Israeli aid program are that the country’s leadership does not spend much money on 

aid, but remains an important player in sub-Saharan Africa” (Khlebnikova L.R. 2017, 800).  

In addition, India, Japan, South Korea, the Islamic Republic of Iran, even Kazakhstan (Africa’s New Partners) and others 

are very active in Africa Semyachkov, K. A. (2019, May). 

Problems, threats, and prospects of ensuring economic security of Russia in the conditions of transformation of the 

situation of Africa in the world  

Russia on the African continent will face a) more technologically advanced producers as competitors, as in a number of 

industries it lags behind many countries of the world in technological development (especially the US, the EU, China); b) 

new threats and risks associated with the African economy and its cultural and value bases, new meanings and goals, 

special mechanisms for obtaining government preferences, concluding and financing large contracts in the conditions of 

not only commercial, but also geopolitical confrontation; c) new types of economic crime; d) new forms of interaction with 

the local population within the framework of labor relations; e) new mechanisms for the protection of its assets and 

investments, etc. However, so far in the scientific study and practical development of these threats and risks in the context 

of economic security, Russia is almost at zero.  Putin, V. (2000). 

The most important competitive advantage of Russia is its cultural and historical experience of making communication on 

the basis of equality, justice, selfless help to the weak. With regard to Eurasian integration, S. Glazyev outlined the basic 

political principles as an alternative to the Western European “Washington consensus”, which should be considered as 

universal for Russia and the world: voluntariness, mutual benefit, equality and transparency (Glazyev S.Yu. 2018, 6-7). 

These principles are “rediscovery” for the entire world community of normal; we can say the classical norms of 

international economic relations and the formation of international cooperation institutions. The latter should be based on 

mutual respect for national sovereignty, harmonization of interests and responsibility of participants for achieving common 

goals, domination of public interests over private ones. These principles have long been aggressively violated by Western 

European countries in international relations, as the basis of western civilization is private interest and national selfishness. 

The West has long professed inequality in favor of the “chosen” countries, peoples and groups of the population, coercion 

in the management of society and the world, the lack of mutual benefit in any relationship, the lack of transparency and 

corporate backstage of individual rich groups in decision-making in society, violating the ideas and principles of 

Education, born in the bowels of the West.  Putin, V. (2000). 

This understanding can and should become the basis of cooperation between Russia and Africa. Advantages of Russia are 

justice in the socio-economic sphere, high culture, advanced science, high technology in the system of agriculture, urban 

planning, education, engineering, chemistry, materials science, nuclear energy, peaceful space (remote sensing of the 

Earth’s surface, communications, navigation, and meteorological support), etc., including the scientific experience of 

Russia in the field of economic security. Other promising areas of research and practical management can be formulated as 

follows Semyachkov, K. A. (2019, May): 

-  To expand cooperation in the field of the economy with African countries, the range of services in the field of 

education, health, and medicine, science, culture, art, libraries, improving the quality of health services, components of 

cultural interaction; 

-  To expand cooperation in the field of law enforcement, fighting terrorism, smuggling, illegal migration, corruption, 

fraud, economic security; 

-  To expand cooperation in the construction of road networks, energy, water and sewage systems, and other 

infrastructure necessary to meet the needs of the growing population. Pinstrup-Andersen, P., Pandya-Lorch, R., & 

Rosegrant, M. W. (1999). 

There are other areas of cooperation. Putin, V. (2000). 

CONCLUSIONS 

The impact of the socio-economic dynamics of the African continent on world economic processes will continue to grow 

steadily over the course of this century. In this regard, the intensification of the interaction of all countries of the world, 

including Russia, with the countries of Africa is an objectively inevitable process. The largest countries in the world have 

dramatically increased their presence in Africa over the past decade. 

New trends related to the transformation of the African economy, interaction with it, as well as ignoring interaction with 

African countries, carry advantages and new prospects, as well as new threats and risks to Russia’s economic security. 
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At the same time, the Russian Federation has very little experience of comprehensive research in ensuring national 

economic security in cooperation with various countries, including African countries, as a result, there is no deep 

understanding of the possible negative effects for Russia in certain scenarios of interaction with this economy, as well as 

the forecast of the consequences of interaction with other countries in the context of Russian interests. Accordingly, this 

task should be seen as a special priority and a long-term one. 

The solution of the problem of scientific support of national economic security in the sphere of international economic 

relations, of course, should be based on the available scientific experience, but this problem must inevitably be solved 

more comprehensively, wider than it was solved and put in Russia in relation to “internal use”. The absence of such an 

understanding and a clear strategy based on such an understanding with regard to African countries could create additional 

threats and risks for Russia in the near future with a tendency to strengthen them in the future. Laruelle, M., & Peyrouse, S. 

(2015). 
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