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Digitized newspapers and digital research: 
What is the library‘s role?



Three points

1. Libraries are only slowly coming to terms with 
the potential of the (digital) use of digitized 
newspapers.

2. Newspapers in digital format don‘t want to be
read on a screen only. They also want to be
analysed with digital methods.

3. One of the library‘s core services will be to 
acquire the competency and provide research 
support in the area of digital research.



Newspaper research in the digital era

• exaggerated reports of its death / difficulties
in adapting to the new dispensation

• primary source for historical research - a „first
draft of history“

• mass-retrodigitization

• interfaces are mainly catering to traditional 
usages and separation of concern



http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/search?adv=y


https://digipress.digitale-sammlungen.de/search/simple


Beyond discovery

Allen & Sieczkiewicz (2011)
(Proceedings of the American Society for Information Science and Technology 
47:1 - http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/meet.14504701131/pdf)

„Historians will clearly benefit from improved search tools and 
interfaces which would support richer ways of interacting with 
collections. Two specific additional search services would appear 
to be particularly useful.“ 

1. searches restricted by a variety of attributes

2. visualization tools

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/meet.14504701131/pdf


Distant reading

...the study of national bibliographies made me realize what 
a minimal fraction of the literary field we all work on: a 
canon of two hundred novels, for instance, sounds very 
large for nineteenth-century Britain (and is much larger 
than the current one), but is still less than one per cent of 
the novels that were actually published: twenty thousand, 
thirty, more, no one really knows— and close reading won’t 
help here...



Distant reading

• close reading

o „the careful, sustained interpretation of a … text”
(Wikipedia)

• distant reading

o abstraction

o visualization (graph/map/tree)

o interpretation



Distant reading

Franco Moretti, Graphs, maps, trees: abstract models for literary history, London/New York: Verso, 2005, 28.



Google Ngram Viewer



Text mining

“…the process of deriving high-quality information from 
text. High-quality information is typically derived through 
the devising of patterns and trends through means such 
as statistical pattern learning.” (Wikipedia)

Cheney (2013) (http://library.ifla.org/id/eprint/233)

challenges:

• access - licensing/copyright

• technology and software support

• storage and access issues

and

• reference, instruction, and training needs

http://library.ifla.org/id/eprint/233






Teaching Digital Humanities

• established history curricula (outside of DH) 
tend not to feature digital analysis methods

• there is a high demand for teaching and
consultancy in digital methodological
competency

• this aspect of DH fits in well within the
expanding portfolio of libraries



Areas

Technical infrastructure

Analytical tools

Methodological competency



Remember

1. Libraries are only slowly coming to terms with 
the potential of the (digital) use of digitized 
newspapers.

2. Newspapers in digital format don‘t want to be
read on a screen only. They also want to be
analysed with digital methods.

3. One of the library‘s core services will be to 
acquire the competency and provide research 
support in the area of digital research.




