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Cognitive Activities Encoded in Japanese:

Correction of a description in European language grammar derived from the language=process theory

K ® # T

UJIIE, Yoko

Ji words in Japanese directly show a speaker’s mental process or cognitive activities.
Some parts of paralanguage in English is encoded in Japanese. Japanese has a group of
words (SEMP) to encode a speaker’s mental processes. When they speak, Japanese
people tend to connect what they perceive/recognise with their personal experience and/or
knowledge or with common notion or idea in their own group. This way of expression in
Japanese is conjectured to be derived from in-group communication.

We also find that the interaction-oriented function is encoded in Japanese sentence
final particles which belong to ji words. This proves that the base of communication is
used to be in-group.

Shi- and ji- honorifics by Tokieda’s classification were found to correspond to
referent and addressee honorifics, indicating that a speaker’s cognition is revealed in ji-
honorifics. We also show that the solution of a confusion between referent and addressee
honorifics in traditional description of European language was confirmed through the
cognitive analysis of Japanese honorifics.
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