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Price Variance for Malaria Prophylaxis Among Northeastern US Pharmacies

Marcelo Gareca, MD, Mark C. Knouse, MD
Lehigh Valley Health Network, Allentown, Pa.

BACKGROUND RESULTS R —— CONCLUSIONS

Prescription drug prices have no governmental control in the The price range pbetween pharmacies at any given time was remarkable. The Price of malaria prophylaxis medication varies
USA and costs have soared in the last few years; for antimi- same prescription could vary in price as much as 500%. The variability in T T significantly between retailers, regardiess of
crobials and other categories, even for generic medications.* prices would change entirely in 6—12 months, equating to hundreds of wo| T the size of the pharmacy chain. Results also
Many travelers with [imited budgets economize by not seeking dollars in difference. 1 1L 17 7T support that prices tend to increase before
pre-travel medical advice, not purchasing disease preventing There was no association between large national chains vs. regional vs. our v B B B L L T the Us summer.
med|car.|on?:, 0 r'?y sklppm‘g reco*n‘mgrded ||Ewgnul1|zat O?)S vetwork OPP. as to which had the least expensive prescription, since any of j T B Findings introduce an important cost saving
altogetner. For tnese travelers, maiaria propnylaxis can be them could be as much as $517 cheaper than the next door competitor, for : - T T measure for traveler on a buget which might
an expensive proposition. the same prescription (i.e. Doxycycline hyclate tabs, 5.2017). 1 __ 1 1L - L T TT suggest conducting price comparisons for
OBJECTIVE For Chloroquine resistant malaria prophylaxis, there was no clear “cheapest L 7 - N oo I T T Malaria prophylaxis prescriptions before travel
| e option”, since the price of either Doxycycline formulation varied widely over the ==l o L L —— \

\We sought to compare price variability in local pnarmacies in vears ($647 in May 2017 to $18.73 in June 2018). e e ~ —a R R R R
Fastern Pennsylvania, USA,; for several malaria prophylaxis Prices increased during the pre-summer months; from 1% to 35%. Mainly
regimens, for travelers without insurance coverage, going for . A ’ . -

J - 95 YOS seen in Atovaquone-Proguanil (up to 25%) more so than in Mefloquine (< 1%). PRICE OF DOXYCYCLINE HYCLATE BY YEAR AND FORM
an average 2-week trip.

Between 2010 and 2019, there was, on average, a decrease in the price for

METHODS Atovaquone-Proguanil (-18%) mainly through its generic version; and -
Over a 4 year period, we called 8 local pharmacies: 4 large Mefloguine (-9%). This was ot the case for bhioroquine - 40%)'

. . y | Additionally, Doxycycline cost varied widely without a clear trend.
national chains, 3 regional supermarkets and our own ¥, DALY y ?EFlEfREyCEg W

% s .J. Intect Dis. ar 19. pii: Jiz0eb. doi: 10. intdis/|iz066. [Epu
health network-associated outpatient pharmacy (Spectrum), PRICE VARIATION IN MALARIA PROPHYLAXIS MEDS, BETWEEN 2015-2019, chead of prin] The Costs of Diugs in Infectious Diseases: Branded
requesting quotes for prophylaxis or a 2 week frip to a malaria BY SELECTED PHARMACIES Generics, and Why We Should Care. Constantini S and Walensky RP
r : - i * N 2. J. Sex Med. 2018 Dec;15(12):1785-1791. doi: 10.1016/j.
Zone. A Ovaquone- P O guam 2o0r 9/1 00 9 ( 22) (generlc I — i e jsxme.)ém%J0.0ﬂ.Vg(r:iabil(ity ?n Frces fOfEfe()le//G DysfunJCﬁOn
and brand), Mefloquine 250 mg (#7), Chloroquine 5QO Mg Spectrum (-$100) (-64%) $3 (+10%) s20 - A I I Medications-Are All Pharmacies the Same? Mishra K, Bukavina L,
(#/7), Doxycycline hyclate 100mg (#46) and Doxycycline Rite Aid $30 (+18%) $13 (+13%> (-$2) (-$5%) i I - - I nn BN : Sﬂghran A,let alf e
ﬂ ' ] ) 6% _ 129, A . ermato 0ogy reatment dl, 119-128. doi:

r OnOhydrate OOmg ( 46) N Privs COMIETON \(;V\;ISgreens E 32)2)( (63/0)0/) S$§ ?) )( — ii? Jf;rgo(/) )/) ! E 10.1080/09546634.2016.1182614. Epub 2016 May 31. Vanation in

: 0] NN i ’ X — o — —= — — — _— — cash price of the generic medications most prescribed by dermatologists
nitially, quotes were obtained at the beginning of the year In Walmar $9) (10% ($12)(13%) (547 (:36% i phamacies acrss te Unied Statss, Alghanem N, Abokvicri M
January. (2015-2019), later was added a second quote before Gian $9 (+5%) $0 (=) $40 (+108%) GRAPH REEERENCE Fleischer Ab J, et al.
the summer vacation season, May or June (201/-2013). Wegmans $0 (=) $.90 (+1%) $42 (+113%) 1 — Upper and lower extremes, are represented by brackets 3 — Changed in color within the box marks the median 4. Appl. Realth Econ Health Policy 2008;6(1):19-26. Difterences in generic

Weis (-$31) (-64%) (-$73) (-61%) $0 (=) 2 — Box represents the upper and lower quartile 4 — The single dot marks the mean arug prices between the Us and Lanaga. Gool M and Bell GM.
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