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Exceeding Survival Rates for ECMO: Making It Happen

Lehigh Valley Health Network, Allentown, PA

Background: The majority of patients who require extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO) succumb to their disease without this therapy.

Patients in the Lehigh Valley requiring venovenous (VV) ECMO were transferred to other facilities, or they died. Venoarterial (VA) ECMO was provided to post-cardiotomy cardiogenic
shock patients but survival was poor. Recognizing the necessity to provide this therapy to our community and region, a multidisciplinary team formed to develop a comprehensive ECMO
program, which has exceeded Extracorporeal Life Support Organization (ELSO) reported percentages of survival.
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