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People's images of psychology students: Part I, online survey of parents of high school students
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We investigated the relationship between parents' interest in psychology and their recommendations to
their children regarding psychology study. Around 700 Japanese parents of high school students partici-
pated in an online questionnaire regarding their thoughts on psychology and what beginners can learn
from the field. We found parents who had a deep interest in psychology were inclined to recommend that
their children study psychology in college. Multiple linear regression analysis showed the potential skills
acquired through psychology study may be a factor influencing parents' interest levels in the subject. Our
findings suggest the number of students enrolled in a school of psychology increased when such students
have extracurricular opportunities to learn about psychology.
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