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Thirty or forty years ago, in one of those grey towns along
the Burlington railroad, which are so much greyer today
than they were then, there was a house well known from
Omaha to Denver for its hospitality and for a certain charm
of atmosphere. (3)
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Neither is ‘Neil’ a character study. In fact, he isn’t a charac-
ter at all; he is just a peephole into that world. I am amused
when people tell me he is a lovely character, when in reality
he is only a point of view. (Merill 77)

(COfEST == V] ODABEFEL TV B DT TRIEV,
HEZH &, WRELBHBAYTIREL, LEHE~NDDE X
RICTER O, FARAADBTIIES LOWBIBAYIELE S - TS
N330S LOVY, AYRFREERITTEE0)

SF D COERR = -V EBBAYO—ANL L TEAZB VW THE
ED b, 74 VRY-RADEEEZRE L CEEMORRKRELZ
L OAEEEROIERE VI ZATERREL TVWAE LD IR
BEbLN B,

ATVT V74 LAY —EPEHHELETHLIRDY =2 )b -
7+ LR % — KBl (Captain Daniel Forrester) &£ 0 & 25 Kb %
L TENTHEL TEDPPLUFHSTE B, AL EBT I 57128
ST TV, PE=—-NTE > T, 74 VRY —RARERONGR
EBBMTHD, BREMEST ONLGHEAETH S, SKTHEHZ
T Lic=—VidE L BHTHICEN SR HML. 74V
2 —RADBFFICVBRRITLEEEDPE L, FY Y FERE
ZEH9ELT, BZ77OKRPLELTABLI=— VI T+ VR I —
RKARNMEINEBOERD XD BREEEZ L ST,

He was in pain, but he felt weak and contented. The room
was cool and dusky and quiet. At his house everything was
horrid when one was sick... . What soft fingers Mrs.

Forrester had, and what a lovely lady she was. Inside the lace
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ruffle of her dress he saw her white throat rising and falling
so quickly. (23-24) .
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As Garber’s fictional counterpart, Captain Forrester is a
man of action, the first and last of the real constructive per-
sonalities who built the West and imbued it with their own
strong impeccable sense of ethics. Handsome, capable, cul-
tured, become wealthy through his own honest entrepreneu-
rial efforts, and possessed of unimpeachable integrity,
Forrester is idealized by Cather as a pillar of Western soci-
ety. (Gerber 53) |
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This day saw the end of that admiration and loyality that
had been like a bloom on his existence. He could never recap-
ture it. It was gone, like the morning freshness of the flow-
ers. (84)
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“Not much. I would never have time to go there, and we need

the money it pays us. And you haven'’t time to play any more
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either, Niel. You must hurry and become a successful man.
Your uncle is terribly involved. He has been so careless that
he’s not much better off than we are. Money is a very impor-
tant thing. Realize that in the beginning; face it, and don’t be
ridiculous in the end, like so many of us.” (113)
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Mrs. Forrester had been quickening her pace all the while.
“So that’s what I'm struggling for, to get out of this hole,”
she looked about as if she had fallen into a deep well, —

“out of it! When I’'m alone here for months together, I plan
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and plot. If it weren't for that—" (125)
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It was Mrs. Forrester herself who had changed. Since her
husband’s death she seemed to have become another woman.
For years Niel and his uncle, the Dalzells and all her friends,
had thought of the Captain as a drag upon his wife; a care
that drained her and dimmed her and kept her from being all
that she might be. But without him, she was like a ship with-
out ballast, driven hither and thither by every wind. (154)
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This was the very end of the road-making West; the men
who had put plains and mountains under the iron harness
were old; some were poor, and even the successful ones were
hunting for rest and a brief reprieve from death. It was al-
ready gone, that age; nothing could ever bring it back. (172)
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Mrs. Forrester is far from “lost,” if we take the title to de-
note a lady bewildered, a lady who has lost her way or her
condition. It is Niel Herbert to whom she, and her state of la-
dyship, are lost, and he who is forlorn, while she ends her life
in wealth and only faintly clouded dignity. (“A Lost Lady”,
Modern Critical Views, 172) '
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