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Cely KEHR D HGE
& REBARIER

— Cely KOFGFEDORFEEHLL L T—

7N %

I [3C®HIC

M. L. Samuels (1963)® (34t OIEHEN) LB X EEOHHIBRE LS
EE RV ODEY, Zhoo> 508 4Bt/ T 5555 L London i
AXECHRSFELZPEICXAL 7 LT, FFICRIEOBREEDRILICH
Mk L 7o 18E 2 5 < 3l 5, £ J. H. Fisher (1977)% % M. Richardson
(1980) 13 15 tHE DB & SEOBE L LT, KEROSRES #IEHT
- - D U0 EEEE TIZ, 4 ¥) 22 LOFBHNOH 5 MAD
HEZELTHRASINA LI -2 L2153 5, Fisher i3, &5
iZ, Paston ZERRICEHER I N B FEZAL (linguistic development) D
—E A2 ZF DIAMLE LT, “It is easy to see how this official language
would influence private business Writipg.”(‘) DEHITEH, o, K
BREGIRERE O XE IG5 A 158433 <<, A Book of London
English (1931)® RSN TV A XEBICEHbN - & £ K UBFEPE
L RERREEROZ NS & &2HE L, “First, there was no London
‘standard’ before the advent of Chancery Standard ... Second, the
closer City writing got to the central administration ... the more it
resembled Chancery.”® @ k& 5 I35,

Fisher @ “private business writing” O 7ih 2, Cely FERE LS F
NE5, &I AH, B, M.L.Samuels (1981)® (I IME #» 5 eModE @
THFRAMIRONBEFEDHEROREICH» T, RGN~ DR
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LR EZIE S 20T, Cely KERROIE DRI >\ Thidh, “..
the Cely Lettersi may indeed be classed, at least partly, in type A. How
far they also belong to types D and E must remain an open question in
view of the uncertain nature of the remaining evidence”® ® k 5 7if&
REEL, L |

Samuels @ Z DX DO BB Fisher O X DZF N &3, BHSHICH]|D
bDTH B, LFERREHLT, KRERTTVEOY TR,
MEBVBBHVICEEDS 5NEAFH > TR TEREZEITHS, L
n U KEBZEER & 15 42 “private business writing” & O BAKI 73
BbOODEVE, PRABREZFILE ST, PEISIIELETHELETA
» 5, Samuels DI DFEEFIE, KRWicFHLAAWERS,

R12LT, Cely KEREOREBIINEREELOXENED LN DD
THHI M 5HNL, CHOSO/XO—TWILRONIETEAHREAL LT,
Cely KEBER L REREEL L DFEHLOAEVITOVT, FABEEEDTH
=\,

I Cely REBEDOEFE
Cely FEHREOFML Richard 1 oHiERIIcH> W T}, L{HS>NnTL

£\, A. Hanham (1957) |3 “a Londoner rather than a native of
Essex"® EE 548, MERIFI L VS LV, EEOHELVERI>WT

b, London & Calais 2N, EEBHFHEHATHW I EDAIIC, 2~3
DEEPRP>TOWBETDLDTH 5,

B, 1474~ Bl F iz B BOEREERL TV 5, ZONAEWE, F&LLT,
FERG Z BT 2P HEAE S, MR bLh T R(LHSE ORI,
B EORES PEFEORBEBEEL DM EVLAWNAD S, Paston
KEPRRICHON 3L, ¥FRLTOLEHBOR, IS LAIVE SN
AEBZcERR, RYoRuEHicBEbhz, '

& T, Richard I OEHICHOV STV AT, B—0HERICB
THLDTIREL, BLAYEZRNAZILETFNI3FIFIHNERDOREIA-
12bDTHBLEEZONTV S,
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%, HESREEDIEREOBRFE» R TITI 5, 1 AMREELD ARR
REZFAERIIG, B KEREERZD I TH B, 1477~ T8 H-0D draft
R, Y Q6D EEEon b, 3 AW D ARG H@EEIE S i,
BB L initial h- ODFE D72 ys TH Do WHRHETZ L her (o) TH 5,
any 3, 14T84F, KEBREELO eny (26D s5BbN D05, KebiE any
(41D & ony (9[ED BZDOBNENPEE > THHT 5, L L 14194
L%, ony ISME—DFE & 122, much 13, 1479 %D mych (1[8]) Oftiids
T mech 5N 5B, such 13 sych B5—REHITH 5, 1479 4F, KikBetZ
HEE D such (318) b—HHI TR S H058H 505 DD, 1480 4, sech
(1D At U728, B sych ICR %, many | many, self i selve T&
%, that |3 that TH 303, 5 V&3 that 2%iTaE LT, T OHERIC,
[a U oBBRA 5 that T 25451, OBRMREGER at L#on
%o which (% 1477 ~ T8 4E® draft 12 which (T[E) @ & 5 1EAHBEHE
i ondh, TLAOERTIE, TXTwech EES5NT 5,

can % can, shall i3 shall/schall/scholl, should i3 schold & schuld 73
FE1 1o will RN wyll TdH 5, give (n) 1 3eue (n), show &
RBE schew LB oN 5, BELENGE write, speak DBEFOBEIFICIE
-a-/-o- THEFEPHEIERE N S, 2o0/HmRRIEBKREL @ 1 0EIGT,
EeIKICb 1z - T wrate/wrote, spake/spoke OTHFRFHEIC X BFE MR,
WHHah %, FELERORERER G, KERERERED, -(6)d DL
[ > 0% g

but X but, or I or, not 3 not, WEDERARXTRIEIT un- 12
vngodely, vnpayd IZR5M0<, - Lo N B, Th oI KEREER E
FUESHETH B, &5 from (3 from, between (3 bytwene, at I3
atte, first \Z fryst (e)/frysth O & 5 TIEREBAEETL OBFEIC K » T
Lilb,

RiZWL S OFEDFDERCEER TV I 5, Richard 1 D54, %
Mz 2 OB EE, BL U, ZOEAEOEET (w) 13, HAKI
w sk > TEDENE, LirL 1477~ T84ED draft 1213, wh- 1< & B35
(12 [E) W &—BSICEED 5B, & OETHREKEREEN T 5, b
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BRERE L LTRSS 2 L EONTOWEBFED, &5 LT draft o3
EhNICBHON DO ANEETH 5, BHD () 2XbTETER, IbF
D sch- BWEBTHD, TITHRIIY, 1477 ~ T8 D draft T sh- (16
EDW RSN B, L LESEIR, seppe, chepe D & 5 1T bRl Ic 8%
RE 3, (08) DHjICH T BEEHET (fricative) 2FH 3 ME @ d- 13, &%
¥ THRIEFESINBP?, ARBI7S -th- (3 draft ODFIT other iz, 10117 FRA
LNBIZTTH S,

BhE ) G4-BFLL-TRbDEINB, Lo LEMC ME LRD -e-
BF OO BITM P, e/-i- OBIRIZILRENT, F09HOES
FEEMICRIIGEEE] 1 2, BREVEBTHZ, LHrLE L RLIR
TEII e EFOHBEHENELHICTREREAELL Z 23KV, e BF
IR A&, RRICRBHERVELSZT 5, BFOHO (a) 13
FELLTHANG e BFICEL-T g%

EZbLENd Y, o BFESDEIH -/ e |0 / a
LHbhb, TTTH -a-/-0- [§Di# 1474 1 .9 1. 3
RicHAMRRVWVHE ALV, £ 77 1.3 : 1 1: 9
DRTRIES | RELR T, o o l1ei | b8
BE i o BEOK 1045, L bk 80 |1 :12| 1: 9
EF L T OLEN LT EAT °1 |2 :8 | 0: 2

SHbN D, give ® again B 5 (g) B, KEBEERD-y-/-3-%H
\WT, jeue, ayain DL I IR SN D, 1478 D again ZME—DFIN TEH
%o KT (digraph) D -ea- 137 5 v AEMEICBIT 3 (6] 2RO TEF
%& LT, Paston ¥KEHETII LI LITRASN S, LH L Richard 1
L& -Ti}, RLTHERENEI LGS -1, BHS o MEHINEET
5(15)0

BARP (t) DORNCHET 2ROBEEE (native palatal) 2 £ b T -gh- £5
Fid, 72, AW ENBICESTORY, i#HOETT 5, 2D 65%
Dgh- ICK > TERDLINTVBIGEER W, RO IE -vth (e) D> -fte, 5
EREBF (phonetic spelling) itk - THEbaIn 3z, —F ou HlOEIZ 1T
-gh- BEI—ESEBINT, +XT gwgt/-gwyt/-i1gt, &5 VIIREE
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FHAVLN B,

&ciﬁ&%—éi’c&; %, ese % oder 1¥, LIE Lid hesse % hoder D & 5 1C
BonsW, ZEHHIC h- (prothetic h-) BIMA SN B DI, By, EEICH
SNIBFHETH -1 EEbN B, Lo L I OBRTHEIIIERERAREL T
Hb, ILIENIXZIRSD -h- BfHIMEHic  carthe, sthofe,
thynghe DEHMEGEST B, %/ (f), 1), (n), (p), (s], () ERDLITEF

5, FBEH, B, BBREMD T 2 RV RE 7z Apprell, lett, onny DK 9D
fi%’é bELN P IIERFIIUTI~IEICE - T, A X C BlE s 1,
ZOERBLTIREERENR O, ECABEREEERDT —DOAET
H - - EFEHE (double vowels) 12 L BEFHRIZLELEVWEEST
bBEE TR L, EDPITI4T85F doo(1ED ZBH BT TH %,

John (T Robert 1 DT, “a stapler and often acted as wool-
gatherer”®® T®H - 1o MHiF MMS0 FIC 3EDEHEK L TV 5B,

1 AR O ARMREEERTZE Vv 100D SROEBOEFETH
5, @UEHodiz, T (2D dEFHCR SN S, 3 AFRBEE DS
Foidit THHH, hit (10D bHbhd, BHBEIZG his, R
iZ her EB o3, can 1T can, will & wull/wyll, shall I shall, %7z
should |3 schulde, given | gevin, ask & axe &HIHW)ISERTFENEE T
HT, Lo LBHEEFHEOBRENERI (e)d Lo b, £ 72 but (3 but
/butt, between 3 betwyne, not \% nott, upon 3 vppon TH %,

SRR OEOEHEE (W) B wh- (2ED O & 5 K KEREER THER S
ndkoid, TULAMERRZ w- (6ED® AHAH, EFEEST () Esh
DBIEOEARTH B, UL should & schuld D £ 5 1L HEROBFHEIC

ofiﬁbhé 75 v 2Z{ERZICBIT S () dplese DL HIT-e-I1T&»
THRbEN 3, (o) DRIMICH LN 2 EBEE A2 XD TR TFEE firthermore
RSN B LS -th- (2E) RIS T, FERIE -dHEOFEHRES -
TWED, HRE () 2ZDTEF e ICITHRONEHED, 2K
LT} -i- BFICLBEBIMEEZ L, T LBEORNICHET S '[a]
3T ART-a- BFILL-TEDLINS, EXRD (t) ORIOIKOEEES
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gh- BBFICE > TELINEZD,
TERZFELTIR (d), (), ), (s), (t) DBEAEELTETY QERE
DRI NBRTFECOLETHIC O EETH 5,

Cely K@ 2 f{H Robert DE#3, 1476 ~ 30 Fic b @HAME S h /o,
BF7:60MmITi, “signs of a rather easy-going disposition”® 34
5LEEDND, FRC Robert EFEICHE O EBLAEDL 725 L L, B
T “... he seems to have dropped out of the wool business.”® |z & h &
MEICREROLI U3,

APREZEDBFEICOVTIE, 3 AFRBEHO BB vs &85
NBLIN, HFETNEHIF IV, & A5 any 1 any, much 3 moch,
which 13 wech O X 5 ITHAVIIEETFEICEL > TEON B, £/ can 12
can, will & wyll, should 3 schowlde T&H 5, show T3 schew/schow
D_FROBEFHBRTOND, & 5IT but 122V TiE 1477 D butt (1 [E])
3G L ABIARIT, bot (1) MEDEEDETHETH 5. from <13 KikbkE
BROD fro WL Z 0 EBZE, from bERICEEHET, LAHL frods
B (2 1) Tidd 5, upon i3 apon, at i3 att (e), not 12, notife) D
fluic, HOERRD nattle) dHbN 3,

EEREEOEDEIRE (W) 3H S w-®, EH#HO () dsch-ick-T
KOINBD, LhL (0] ORNICES ZEESZICE, TREI -th- HHBIR
S5, BHHIL -d- 13 broder (3[8]) I2BHONBETTH B, Wt
B ) 2RO0T e EF, IITHRACEHEINLYD, LHIcBkD
1356, -e/-i- DHTRLER L 1 1 TH B, L LE2RICR WML,
- BRF -i- BFEEETH5HESH 5, Robert

W
DIFE, -e- BFEIMEIRINBE B3R - TV, )
-1- / -e-
CINRRLT - BFEHIER LW, 176 3
&uéﬁ)gg@ﬁd@ [(]] 129 XT -0- %?0: 77 1 1
L-oTERLINBE®, LhL give ® again O gg *;’ 3

(g) g, 75 V2BEHED (e] I e- TH
59, £1BERY () OFICET ZMOSEES 3 gh- BFICL-THED
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INBTLEbHBHN,

NERTRIEZHPEE SN 5, FBIEPERITIE -A- BRITITINA S50 5,
), M, ), ), (8] 2XHbLITEKFRI2EFEEL TRoN S, REFE~%
ZOIEEFTEERTEL LALRRZI 5059,

Richard T3 Cely RDEMT, F-EFDLAEVETS, 2DUDLEH
HEEZI 1P, £tHFECRAZHRTIRITS LTV 5, Cely KD
&2 - CTREICHEZHL, COMI4T6~8THEI4@DEFER L 1 BDE
#WOD PS 2K LT3,

| AFRBIE O ARMRE R TR R, 1482F 0 Y (11D ZFR0T, I
T EEons, 3 AMBEHO ARG NSRRI 1476 FORED
=WMTE, it EEoNE, L L ABELS hit BN, 1479 FLIE,
ST it BERER I N B, BROEU AR ERBOGOH & TH 5, WHERHE
it hyr/her/har & 512 3B I SN 5, hyr/her D DEIS T,
Wl :1Thdd, hyr i 1481 FLIBER &8 5, [EIRFIC har (8[E) b
Hbh, KEICFOEET, any (T 1478 FEOKEBHELER eny (18]
AR, BEAEany SN B, LirLony (5ED &, 1479 HLI,
HH XN 3, much & mych Dz, KiEBREER D much (1[7]) 551480
FiciRA SN B, many (T many EE SN 5, such i3, F&F], sych & sech
DA AT ESH, 1481 Fp S ld sych DA E15 5, one (T KIEFIEE
oD on OHhc, one bEIAAEBD B T EMTE B, which 1213 qu (h) ech
Jqw (h)ych DX 5 ITILHFROBRFENRAIND, self i3 selfe/sellfe/
selve T#H B, that 132KD 0% FEEDS that, B BILHFRD at L& o
%, Richard 0 065, HBEDOKTEICK B that i2id, Richard 1 DIHE
ERERD, HOLWAHRDENEEN S,

can % can LB SN 5 D5, 1480 LUK, con bHEL24KD 33% 2 LD 5
XAt B, 1482 4F 1AL ER D kan (1[A) &M B, will 13 wyll
FRTH B0, 1481 FFb 513 woll (218D ©, TERFEIZE S whyll (7
[) HEIAD %23 3, shall I schawll TH B, 1480 ~ 81 Fic i
schall (410])/schull (1[0]) &ERA2BHb 3, should |3 schuld DIz, 1478
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FLIE schould (3[8]) &BHd 2, show 13 1479 ~ 81 F O —HH13
schow (318]) VIAIL, schew TH %, ask \F ask EBoNBDITHL,
gtve (n) 13 geue/geuyn/gewhe, % 7z saw 1213 saw (e)/sau.(e)/sawhe i
EERLRERFENEbN D, WE(LENE write, speak DBEFDBRS I3
FLLTa FEFITE > THREEI N B, -0- BEF T 1480 ~ 81 iz I MR A

Shahs, 834, HY, -a BFEIR 5, 99L& D L TLFER AL,
KiE-(e)d Lot B4, JLARDOERTE -t bEEL~6EIIEDLN B,

but X 14T9FED bur (1 [ %BRE, byt EBSN B, between i3 be-
twen (e), from 1% from, upon \Z apon OUIL MARIEEBFEIC L B, not
(3 not WEBEDOEFE L TREEINS DS, 1479 ~ 81 4 not () (3[a]), T8
~82%F nat (4[B) DEHSIBONIGED H 5, or 1T or DAthiz, 1480 4F
ar (218]), first & fryste, I furste (14804F : 1[8]), BHEDERAE E
O T HIER un- 13 onmarkyd, onstofyd, ondon 15 E IR 2U0<, B~
HED on- &:;l:cfﬁi’onéo |

BEMREAIR DRE, BLU T DEA/EDEHICRE S (W) 13 qw-/quwh-/w-
D& S WIHROEFEL, wh- DX 5 W KEREEREOBFEEICL -
TROING, &Y, MRKTEDONMHIE]L - 1 OBIETH - 1hs, 14794
iid, AEFROBFEN 23 1, 14803 4.3 1 0k Hic, KiEbiE
EREORTFFEEECLIICKE D, LT AHH, 1481 4, B2 hidat
L, L&, KEBAFEZO wh- 55 Richard 0 OE@EOEFHEL S
59, ZBHAD () ldsch- itk > TERDLEINB®, o) ORjICHE T 2EES
i, RIS -th- BREDSEERMS -d- O 10 ZLIEICEST 39, d- BT,
1480 FELAE, M i LpBRbIEL 8B, 75 v XERED () 113 o
WFEHBE TSN B, Richard 13 OFFEEAREICE CHIEER L,
eat % ett, stead % sted DX H 1B 5HD,

MRS () ERIC - BFic k> TRDENS, ZNTH e FFED
ERHEN2:ER Cely KOBLTHROLBICHZY, £/, FEIRIIRT
<, TOBMFERRBOVERLERL, FRPF3icohhT, 20#8H%
BOESEET S HE 2, BEOFHIO (a) 1S3 KEBEER O -o- BEMs
IFEns, FEIRAICRT LI, T ITIR -a- PEEHICAHIICE DK
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PRI BP, FBEERR t) OFjICHET

PROEEEEEEDT oh BT

JEET SN B EEE YV, -gh A
WdikTId right 12, £ oufDE 14%-1;431 ?fi
T3, 18T FORBEOETRICED, 79 |7 .1 19
DT bowght (1[E) icR o0 B g? 23-1 if§5
3THB, ThoDELUACEOT 82 | 85:1 1:12
i3, (HOEDZE, vt/ -hyt/-thet 87 |5 1 0: 2

W, REBFIRICK BRDEN, &
1z ou L ODEDIEE, -vt/-wt (e)/-wyt/-whyt/-hut, T 12 3RFETFHEIC K
BRLBIEENTVE®, |

TLEHT 3 Cely KOPT TR OBEIL, »OEZLDEIES S, KA
VETHD h BEHIZDDAA, EBhicETMAONEY, FLMETH
513D k- BEPRET BD, S5, FBEAEHDLWS (W) DERIC
-h- DMfEINE N, way & whay, wyfe i3 whyfe DX S ITEoN5®, T
FOBRTFER, FRBFRIC>0NTEMT 5,

(), (), O, ), (8], () 2XHLITBFEDIL, noMBEHD
WHARBMBEIAELC LS &b, 2EBDRaNS, Fric t), (1) DE&I,
COHZPE LV, OEOERTFEFEABEMOERZWS, = 5IckE}
BEXRDOTHS, RBUEETE 2ERVERIETFEERFELRAICK
Fahz®,

George 3, &#], & LT Calais IS L 72, George DE# I
1476 ~ 8T4HEIC 15 BEEA 5, F/2[F CRHIC 13 BOEBHD PS % b#k
ELTL3,

1 AR O ABMREETRIZE, YV & 18059 5, #IfOWER
I HERD TR TH B, LhL 1478 ~ 80 Fiz B SlIEF DR OEIE
R 1, 481 LRI, itk > T Y DI DWW —HHE 5%
N3 EEHSEWBHRENAET S, I AREHOP@ERTEIE @ KPS
T, hit 3TN (2[0]) TH B, BHEBEER hys o0, ys (2[8D
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3, BEAEHOLNIE, any F any, many & many, much 3 moch,
self & selffe, such (% soch/soich/souch ® 3FEDEBFiEIzL >TELQN
%, one 13, NEBREEEED on BPRWHE N 20 LB, one HESE]
BB bh b, which & whech TH 3H5, 1479 EREFABER. D which
(1ED R 505, that i& that LB SN B0, it that OEK AT
% BRG] that (3, 1480 LI, REF-Tat DO IKEON 5,

can i3 con BERTH 5, 1478 ~ 80 4F can &—BEHITI3d 55, E%
B 5, should |3 showld (e), will (3 wyll/whyll/woll/wholl H3131F[EEL
FTOHMA SN B, showd, Fi, shew & show B4 Th B, saw 3
saw (e) THAHDITXFL, ask (& axe, give & gewe D X 5z, HIGFHIILE
THEBZEERYE 5,

s AL EEH write, speak DBETZOBRRIEEROT -0-/-a- DBET )N
&, LTV 5. [HEEEOBELEBRER, -d LSRN S
B, dEAFRD -t (38D b, 1480 FELIE, DTS 20EDH 50 5,

but (3 but, from 3 fro, HEZXEWRT B un- 13 vnpayd, vnkyndnesse
DE YT om- EBONE, TNOIIREBREEROBTHETH S, Ll
between |3, 4%, betwix TH - 71h5, 1480 FELIK betwene 12£b 5,
upon &, &A] vppon, 1481 FHLI#% apon, not b, F [k, 14T6FED
not (1[0]) DRI, T XTnott 12755, 5 IEEE(L & (IO D HTE~
BN ENEXTH B, oridor EarHB1 . 1, first iITid forst D X 5 5B F
BRTOHN 5, |

G 2 OB EFDE, BLUZDEKEDEIRS (w) 2FbT
BRERTNT wh- THED, FEHAD ([) 13 sh-DBEBEDEFILETH 55,
1480 FLIRERFERIIC, sch- bBbLN B, (o) DEOEEST 2RO ITERE
REHRIS -d- BEBTH 5P, IR th- BFE, 20 20% 2%
A, BFLENCEE LTHbN S, FAKRECTT LI, 1479FEU
B, FESHITS -d- BEDHA TEIREI NS, give R again O (g) 2FEbT
W 8- & -3-MRIE3 1 2, -3-EFE B0 Fickrh#yicHbh, £
DHIRIL -g- MFDOADRDOND, 75V 2EHED (e] & e BFIC
Lo TRELINED, miPE (1) BFELARAIRITUWL, HEDH e &
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FILE->TERDOENEH, - HBF =ax

D - FFITHT HEEE, 1481 & S 4] i <
VItg/D15 {13 B D3ae A B S 1

5o Lol o friies o | 478 401 T 0]
CHZEHRT DL, BEORIICESTS 79 7:0 3.7: 1
(@) 12, 1480 %0 hand (1[E) 125 S S .
oMb -a- BTEEBR X, hond, lond, 82 4 .1 3.8 :1
stond DX HIT -0- FFITL-TE 2171 _ g (1)

bbb, sBREE (1) OFNCAE
T AHROFEFEEE L (HOEIC>VTIE, gh- BT DHELL TV 5, ou fH
DEEITD\WTIE, bought & brought @ 2 ZBIC -gh- BiFEVADOLNEITT
T, DB, -wt LEERTHEICLL > TRDLIN LD, £/ 1478 FLIK,
Ak, MOFEEHICLEBERTSH - 3BIcE T, gh-BTFAUSREAL,
anbowght (= about), howght (= out), ought, wayght, whyght, wryght O
RO AH%E LIGGEBHIN s b AAFEKERBELOBTHETH 5,

TLERETF 13 George DERICHEZ VY, FBIHICHOLNIRFD h- R, 13 &
AEHLWD (w) 2FKbT -w- BFEELHITAETS 2 -h- BEIB BB
WO k7o (f), (g), k), (U, (n), (p), (), (s), (1) 2HRLITHETF
BLEROBRENEDIT, D Cely ROFLEMTHZ, L LER
BeROLTICOOEETFERERTEE, 480 FERICKE > THS5D so0 (3
[) ZBRWT, £LEDSNIL,

George ®Z Margery 13, 1484 F &M 1 BOERAET DA TH S,
F 72 Cely EOHIZH » T, M— ADLIEOERHESL TH S, Hanham
I &k % & “Margery'’s letter is apparently holograph.”® Tk % & 2 A5
5, Paston FE@EICE T s coBEREIERY, 15iEIcBT 35—
e DD FFEO—WiE ARG D E LT, HEREWL,

1 ARRBEE O AFMREFRIFRIEIZ T EEon 5, 3 AFREE O hit @ik
i, BWBHIZIE hys/his TH B, LHERHERIE her & hyr B3, £0
BN 21T FINTE D, that 1<IE that BHE—DOBTHETS 515,
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which 1213 %D wych 33 6N 5, can (& can, should I schold T
»H 5, at i3 at, not |3 not, but T but, or iFor EEONBDITHL, from
i3 from HET SN 5, -

BERGAIRr ORE OEEEE (W) B wh- BF LD b w- BFEPTFENDD, &8
BEO (] R—BE LT sch- (schall, schold 15&) ThRbahb, (g) 1
agayn IZH BN -g- BFEHS, (o) DRNICAET AEEESICIE, BHmi d-
T (anoder, oder 13.&) H3, Flz, 75 Y 2AEHEOHD (&) 1d -e- &
¥ (plesure, sesen 13 &) BEAEhELRAS B, ERD (1) OFfIcE
T HEEE I, right ITRAEI1C gh- BFICL-TERbIN5S, KD
e, ou MOFERBHbNLE L, FHE ) & e MFPVE - BFOMmA
IZE > TRDOEINS, CITHMEFOHMIZIRIE]L 1 1 LB -TWE,
TERTF-& LT, I, (p), (s), (t] 2ROTEFH2ERIERsNAD®
DMEIZD <,

Il Cely ROBFik & KiEBEER

Cely KEBRRICHE 51 5 KiEBEEE ORF 4 E “a model worthy of
imitation”® & LT, BOoDEEICHD ANONIZbDTHA 0, F1
Ed Cely KORFEDRBTHAER — Tl LT — 0
ICARINCHEE L TOW B F LR L OMDBARO—HIcLE6DTH 55
o

KEREEREOBRLE A F) 22+ ~DIRIBOBEEITHOWT, Fisher
BFRD L H b3, “...we may see the modern written standard
emerging from conventions established by the clerks in Chancery
between 1420 and about 1440, and spread by professional scribes
throughout England by 1460.”% X & “In the absence of any other
national model for writing in the vernacular, and in view of the
enormous prestige and ubiquitous presence of Chancery writing, ...
Chancery set the fashion for business and private correspondece.”®

Cely KEBRE I 1472 ~ B F e FE s i, TE, KiEbHFEELS A+
) 2 DEFEERESI D &b BHERR OERERNSERFE L L TO & #E L
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TWEE —H9 %, Cely KEMEE, I XNTHEEHBHOTFICL > TED
NIcbDTHbB, TDHFEIZHOWT, “He was himself a careless and
inelegant writer, and his meaning is not always clear.”® & 7 “The
Celys... were far from writing a highly standardized English.,”®  7-
& 5 iF, “Individuals among the younger members of the family can
be observed to normalize certain habits in accordance with what was
probably felt to be standard usage in London or Calais.”® i &, ##
LOHNCIRGFOBLLEVEELH 55, Y hZPdoxENETF, I
BrD, 77 VRAETEPNLEROHRA s NBE A 05, Cely RDi
FRENEIDL RO -1 ELONL D, L2» U Cely KOHEFERE R, +
o> TOIIEW, 772 Richard T idfho Cely 725 & #7350, Richard
Andrew O b & THEEZRZIT /. EBHSNTWS721F TH %, Hanham
ICE&nid, “Andrew was made Dean of Newarke College, Leicester, in
1450 and became Dean of York in 1452, but he was such a devoted
pluralist that it is difficult to say where he commonly resided after he
ceased to be king's secretary in 1455.”® Richard I {3, M4i5& LT3,
MABAPSEABEES T LI EBBEDLNE, LrL, 2L LT,
Cely %3 “less sophisticated but in a sense more modern than the
Pastons”® X E b1, “the Celysand their friends were ... City men ...,
whose interests were predominantly in city affairs and in their busi-
ness.” ™ EEH T ETH » 1z, Cely FEREICIE, YEDFE, LXaIPE
WS DR[DF W gIHLE, HEOEBEARTXERIRSAL L, Ly
LR RO 0E8 X 13X TH - 72, Paston FK & ZEBKOWER %
RIZT B TH - 12, $€ -7, Richardson ® Fisher DE 5 L5z, 4
IR, REBEREZZ I ANSEEHEEDL - TV 3T TH 5,

Cely KOIGEICHON 2T FAE L EROFEMIT T TIloRL 1,
AT S 20, NEREERZ ZHE»ICZD OSN3, L LEDOSMHEK
MLHENIMAIL L > TRELL BB - TV B, BFHEIC—EDEAIM %R
WHT D IREED & 5 TdH 5, Fisher @ “Spelling was less regular...”™
FTTIHBHTHRELDTHA S |
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T, RKIEEHOSHHE L LAMEDEFEIIE D TH » foh, Cely KE
WEICR, B-o2DERREETHEILDONH»EELSOBRMIRYKS
i\, % I T Paston FAFEHSNEEEORNEE» S OEHOHH S,
1456 fEicEIE X 1172 Thomas Bourchier @ No562 (HFIOEIXEICL S
R&ED) 2FNBLic&-T, ZORA%ELES, —RLTHMBTE
i3, ZTORFEICE, SITHREEEEELLEONATVWSE, T0TH,
any, enform, vppon, wul D& 3SR F% LIGE, S S5IEETFOEK
BTYEPRHEFEERTECL > TR SN ALESHA SN 3, Richard-
son (& “Chancery Standard was developed independent of the linguis-
tic peculiarities of individual chancellors.”™ D & 52, KEEBS, A
[E2BDBHBAIE, B L b KEREEER D > 12 T & 2T
%,

AEERE > THEOLNTVEIELETTIO DL DI BRETH B, L
THMOERL TR VWEOIMEIC BT 2B FESAHROREEE L TV
ELThH, MOREHELDHLE V., T LA Cely b OBEEEREED
TNEARABT A2 LAE, PA-TARELEEILDTHA S, KHZ
nicLTsh, Cely ROBFHEREILIETIETH 5, KiEREERLLED
NicELTH, ThEFESTH S, —HNTH 5, X SITEELAHAD
5 LIRS N ABELIEHN S 1L, FOEEXTLRONEEELH 5,

Samuels (3 Cely RO I D & 5 BEFEIRBEFFEDOHSHIRE L KD T,
RDEHIZEH, “... the Cely Letters may indeed be classed, at least
partly, in type A. How far they also belong to types D and E must
remain an open question ...”™ Cely FDFE I BRI CEIcZB X 8 W
5LV, Cely b TNE - D ETE —— East Anglian 55 &
b b —— & London fiZHuMT, ZDHARDETEE —— London i
B IEEX B OERSE — ORFEEZRBL LT, £0ITMAT,
HOHICZ T BB R, TOROKERD > DFBOHR, Fii o T
EOMEGD, AR T—BLAVWEELZAAHLELDTHAS S, KiE
BeAB#ERZ 13, 52 & - T, “a model worthy of imitation” Th % X b,
LA, HiL3 “adialect” ICBX - cDhbEINIE W,
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—7, NiEBRERER,(E, “a variant of London English”™ & L T, “the
written ‘official’ language of the Londoners”™ %484 22 ¢t itk - T
EEhi, BT, SESEOMHTHFEOELEICL 2AXEFEDOEEDH
BERET, —moBRLESELTERENI-EE N3, “... Chancery
written English had ceased to be a representation of any spoken
dialect ...”™ T3 d 505, T DFENFFRLIL, “... the preferred Chancer-
y forms are representative of various dialects,”™ @ k& 9 ic#ilHE L 3,
Z i Cely KOEFHEO—ERE, KEREELEOZ N &I, <&
RCEB—HBEL TV E LTOABETEH DT 0,

[EI#R 7S EE L, Paston FEMREDREICH B 5N 5, £iZ John Paston
NOEFEDW - AL, COREEEZ S LT, —DooEHERE LD
b b, John NTIZEEEZEZEAL L k-7, 86 BOHEDEHN
ERICE - T, BEERINTVWE, ZOERFECROSNS e BF, a
B, g & w/wh BF, LERTY BETFEERTEEIIERER
B TH %, any, mich/moch, atween/between 15 & & HF STk
LTSNS DTH S, TDL, EEA~DEX JIERTIRE L,
WetE D axe, shold, from, 13 E3EEE(L & IR D AR~ DZEALOFERSE U
BFEICEBH5DTH %, John TRANEEZEV/2DIF TRV, FAME
EFFEOIITRENR D, ERSKEGEERIBES L > 2O TR
1EAHID EWNEEAE L THAZSOFERHRZ DS - THA S, John T
2 ->T, RKEREEE LI 2EEMNS, - LEETH-OIZ, &
EOSETH -7 EBb0 5, John I OEFE, %< DIFNEFEEER
MEVWHENZDIR, EHALIE, “amodel worthy of imitation” & LT
D, BREOFSEEZEB VR, TOMHIBATH LS TRELA DD,
R E LTKRER L John MOFGEICHE LT, JFERXEREELSE
{, SEXNVBIETHEDIE, TOLOEEEMEL LS IEbNS,

Cely FOEF T2, John Paston 0 D& i, KEEERE 2B
AP EIT W, Cely ROEEEMAEZ 21, B NIcERHOHLAES
hiBEIZEZRICAN BT NER SRV S S, ZhicLTh, KikbtE
I3 —BFH, D OBAEINC LAED St X S EEb~ DB X 13,
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FLALRIAI SR,

—20D#ZH &L LT, John Paston Tz & » T, BEORENRVE R
ELTHEELKLLDIC, Cely Ficld London HHiC 1) 2 EEF DRIEH,
S EBRE LT, HODFBAEEEZZATVIDTIERBVEAI D, Z
DHFEIIH S DIC KIEBEEEER & 3R 5, L UKERREER & offic
LI oS HEUNNS - 13T TH D, KEREBEREPEEDIEN
London fiic &3 2—FHOMHEASTH 2 L THIE, EEXOIFES, F
TNDENEERSTEELE L TORN ZR> TVl ETHA S, EEXKT
»% Cely 2513, BEOMEGIXIcHVT, KEBAEERICHES 2 T
b, [FoDFEE| #ERE+HnIcHERY L, BEHORVWEWET ST
EHDL-I-THAD, : ‘

NEBIEEEN X A Book of London English (2401, EHERSEL
LT, Cely 25D ITHLFLTERTVITHAHI®, Cely B
bIDEBEH>TWITHAD, LML SIZ, John Paston 1T &[Gk,
B OEILTREL -2, ANEBEZZF VDI THUD - 12, B5ELONE
HAZHP, RKISHEEXDPD & D EIT-> FIT@BE LA - 1,

Cely FEREOPICR ONBZRERBEER IO L b & [HODHEFE| O
BFHED—DTH» T, AR, ELRKEEEERICUTO O AN
Vo LOLITETEWYISHWIZLTS, Cely obicd » T, KikbiE
#EFZ—> 0 “dialect” & LTOMEL A, FF->TO A -72DTREL
Do RDICKEGIELDXEENH -7 L LT, ThRFESOHFOED
D—oDFEELT, —HHEEEBEF L CICBELL > 1DOTRIEVE
% 9/, Relihan (3, Stoner FEE D IZEN D KIERABHER. DR B 4 22
HILHS b, “Long after Chancery standard language was reasonably
well established in official communications and Parliamentary docu-
ments — that is, after the middle of the fifteenth century — private
individuals and their secretaries were writing a quite different lan-
guage. Variants in orthography, morphology, or accidence persist
even in the latest letters of these two major classifications after
1480 D X ST INA B, LD DEER Cely KOBEFEIIOWV



Cely KEMER DS & KikbfRER 71

Th, T4 THREVEZLHICEbLN S, 1480 FLE, KiEFEER L,
K72 Cely FOALZDEEL SESBNLEAET LI B L -, THI,
©13 b, “alanguage of law in England,”® DA H T iEMm -2 L5 T

IV YIS

» BENDOTEOEE(L, MFEERNACIERSW I XEOHN S, H
HEDPEENSIEICK > T, IRREZHI o TTS B, S BB ICEHE
SN b, &AM Cely FEREORTHEOFAGER L, FEIEZHIZL
HHTREVWI EEERT 5, |

Cely KOBEFEIIEITHRA TH B, KEFEER L, HOHITRED S
B, WEPICED oML, TDHHPEENOEZ I TERRITH Z, C
IRV BEAMEL R ohiin, —F, KEREERIL, &E0AS
DIRE L EBERFR L L TR E N, Cely FEHMEOHD [ Kbt
ol 0, BRO—BUCK - T, KEREER &G UCBFEEHE
HLTVBOHBHNL N, | |

AN L FERIbE, 8- IC L TERINE DT,
Cely FDEBEIEZ Z DIcMc-» T, BEINkEHOH DL, BEFE
ShibhEDICAE Y, NEREBEELOXEELZ T >0~ & L
Td, TOEELZF->EOHEM LI VTS, BOIKEFEEL X,

John Paston Mic & -» T, BEDHKEBENZOEMICH -7 L DI, Cely
#IZl¥, London th& 2o ciThbN TW - EEFORE —
City English »» MEODBRERBEETH -1, Thid Cely 2Bl
E-T (MR 2 MEENGHEL L T] OERBETH-1KEADI, TOD
SEAH - THENDEIZE2 LT, fMSOfEEOELEL - icEBNA
W b, Cely 2b0ERIC, HROOHMANLBESELHVWHEN ST
nEs,

John M E[EE, Cely 2B b, F1o, ERFETIRI, -1, HPIO®ED
Tbiah -t BYFOERXEZEVLD, hRET BT I2AXEE
Bolc LichbidTdimn, —FAE L THE| = EotEEmsse, tHod
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DEFF ISV TORBLEDAMELE L TLBICBER VL, KikbiiEn
R LT, XEPENCRE2DITHRL-1THAI,

A Book of London English 2RO N3 SELAbick - T, dBxh 3 k&
I, KiEREER S, EENTEXSEORE| L LT, Cely ROHED
WWHILE->TRT W, 1, hE 'C‘t:@& DHEITHEL THI: Cely
KICE-T, RiEFAEER S [—oDAE ] KBELL-1DTHS D,
Roic, ZOREELZIFITVWIELTS, i@%éﬁé@@ ZDREE D

RETLDPBP 1L )TH B, IEKOBOEENSEEE LTREL
T EE LN EZREFAEER L, 1480 FLHD Cely KO A& iTlE, K12, &
DEVWSETH->756 LW,

)

(1) M. L. Samuels: “Some Applications of Middle English Dialectology”,
English Studies, 44, (1963), pp. 81~94.

(2) J. H. Fisher: “Chancery and the Emergence of Standard Written English
i?l the Fifteenth Century”, Speculum, (1977), pp. 870~899.

(3) M. Richardson: “Henry V, the English Chancery, and Chancery English”,
Speculum, (1980), pp. 726~750. |

(4) Fisher: (1977), p. 895.

(5) R. W. Chambers and Marjorie Daunt (eds. ): A Book of London English,
1384~1425, Oxford at the Clarendon Press, (1931).

(6) Fisher: (1977), pp. 897~898.

| (7) M. L. Samuels: “Spelling and Dialect in the Late and Post- Mlddle Enghsh
Periods,” So Meny People Longages and Tonges, Phllologlcal Essays in
Scots and Medieval English Presented to Angus McIntosh edited by
Michael Benskin and M. L. Samuels, (1981), pp. 43~54.

(8) Samuels: (1981), p. 51.

(99 A. Hanham: “The Text of the Cely Letters”, Medium Aevum, XXVI,
(1957), p. 187.

10 (w- $&F) wan, wat, weche, weder, werefor, wereof. (wh- BF) wherfor,
wherof, which, who 13 &,

(1) (sh- £B85F) sharp, she, ship, show, shyt. (sch- $&F) scharp, sche, schep,
schew, schort (ly), schyld 13 &,
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anoder, broder, gader, hoder, moder, neder, rader, toder, weder 13 &,
Apperell, be, beseness, bremar, concleseon, consell, dewk, enform, entent,
fend, geue, medell, meue, ordenance, preue (ly), rede, rese, schep, seke (nes),
sengyll, wech, wettnes, wret (en) 75 &,

(-a- BF) hand, stand, vndyrstand 173 &,

(-o- 85) lond, stond, vndyrstond 12 &,

beseche, delle, (h) esse, mene, mete, pesse, plese 13 &

(7 #1) allmyghty, frayght, myght, nyght, ryght; frayth, frayfte, mythe, mygth, -
waythe, wey, weythe 75 &, (ou $1) boywgt, bogwyt, notgh, thowe 75 &,
hesse, hoder, hony, hother, hover, hower 13 &,

atte, wittnes; off (=of) ; allso, allwey, Apperell, aspeschall, batell, consell,
hellpe, Iyttyil, medell, nobyll, sadell, scholld, sengyll, woll (=wool) ; lett,
hatth; oppe, seppe; onny 7L &,

A. Hanham (ed.) ; The Cely Letters, 1472~1488, EETS. 273, Oxford,
(1975), p. xi.

(w- 8RF) wiche. (wh- B&F) what, wherfor 13 &

(sh- BF) she, ship, short 15 &, (s- $BF) sull. (sch- BF) schuld.
brédur, fader, todir 73 &,

be, besinesse, cosen, encrece, geuin, wete, wrete 15 &,

(i $8) Allmyghty, myght, ryght 13 &, ou $HOERHDLNE L,

godd, gudd; off (=of), wurshipffull, wasse, promysse; att, butt, grett, ytt,
nott, yett 15 &, '

A. Hanham: (1975), p. xiii.

Ibid.

wat, wech (e), wen, werefor, werof, wether, 15 & DT hoo (1480 4F: 1
B,

scharp (ly), schep (e), scherewd, schew, schow 73 & D135 IT cheppyng (1478
£ 1[ED, :

B0\ ERRNE -th- 8BEC & b, brother, farther, father, mother, wether 13
&Es

Aprell, geue, schepe, seke, sen, weche, wett (nes), wrett 13 &,

hond, lond, stond, ondyrstond 13 &,

delle, deshesse, pleese, plesse 15 &,

(i #) right; allmyty 12 &, ou HlOFEREL TV,

(3E8HD h-) hafter, ham, honderstond, hore, howe, howre, howtt 75 & (5B
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D -h-) thake. AT -h- DIEFE L 72D E LT, ys, tys 15&E,
(FEFEERTHEICK 53E) att, bott, butt, contentte, departt, dessaruyite,
dewtt, grett (ly), herttelly, howtt, natte, notte, platte, reuerentt, sett, wett-
(ness), wrett, j3ette, yett; beffore, ffather, ffell (man), fferme, fferthermore,
ffeste, ffor, ffrom, infforum, worschepffull, daylly, delle, hellthe, lleiter,
ppellys, seelle, wolld; allsso, desshesse, plassementte, ressayue; bedde 15 & .
(BEFEEBFHEICX B5E) doo, goo, hee, hoo, seelle, soo, zee 13&,

A. Hanham: (1975), pp. xiv ~ xv.

(w- F) wat, wen. (qu- BF) qwat, qweche, qwedyr, quen, querfor,
gqwerof, qweych (e), quych (e). (qwh- $&F) qwheras, qwherby, qwherefor,
qwherin, qwherof, qwhether, qwheyr. (wh- £°F) wha, whane, whar, what,
when, wher, wherby, wherefor, wherin, whether, whyll, whyn 13 & D EH ho,
hos.

(sch- 885F) schame, schank, sche, schep, scheryf, schew, schyld, schyp. 15 &
DiH she (14814: 1[ED, scorttly (14794%E: 11[8D),

(-th- $85F) another, brother, father, godfather, (h) other, hyther, mother,
nether, rather, theyther, tother, whethyr 13 &, (-d- =F) fordermo, godfader,
hyd (d) yr, modyr, qwedyr, togyd (d) yr, wheddyr 13 &,

dyssesse, es, hesse, mene, menys, plese, resonably; dell, Ester, ett, leste, met!,
whete 13 &, '

Aprell, be, bery, besynes, comsell, contenew, ded, dewk, dreuen, enform,
enquere, hefe, geue (n), medell, ordenance, preson, seck, trenyte, wet, wret-
(ten) 13 &,

(-a- 8F) hand, land, stand & % DERIE, (-0- BEFE) lond, stond & % D

= atio

(i %) right; myhyt, mythet, syhyt; frayte, hyly, myte, neyte 13 &', (ou #i)
bowght; bohut, bohyt, bowyt, browhut, bro(w)hyt, browyt; bovt, bowte,
browt, dowter, kow, thoro (w), ynow (e) 73 &,

(FESHD h-) hawlle, heffe, hett, heuery, heuyr, hoder, hother, hofte (n), honny,
hordenans, houer, hout, how, hout, hus, howlde, hunder 13 &, GEHD -h-)
abhowt, abowht, gehyt, grehyt, mehyt, zehyt 13 &

oneste, otys, ys; tat, tay, tys; wyt 15 &,

EF|INEZBEZ 10— EBITF B3I B, whay, whar, whe, whedow,
wheke, whent, wher, whyfe, wholde, whyne, whyll, whoman, whord, whrong;
powher, sarwhant, swherd 15 &,



n
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(53)
(54)

(55)

(56)

(67

(59) -

(59
{60
(61

62
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EHIHFITBRH I B —HERT BI1TH D 5, bott, conttre, gett, grett,
hytt, lett, marchantt, nextt, partt, pottell, wantt, wott; barell, car;dyll, hooll,
holld, lletter, nobyll, payabull, sadyll, sowll, trobull, whell, woulld; ffor,
gyfft. off (=of), saffe; acorddyng, godd, harddest, myddyll; hasse, hesse,
horsse, whysse, wosse 13 & |

goo (n), hooll, hoom, loord, soor, soort, uus, whoord, wooll 13 &,

A. Hanham: (1975), p. xiv.

whan, what, whech (e), whedyr, when, wher, wherby, wherfor, wherof,
wherto, who, whych (e) 15 &,

(sh- ) shepp, shortt (1y), show, shyft, shyp. [sch- B&F) schyp 13 &,
(-d- &) annodyr, brodyr, ffadyr, fordyrmo, hodyr (wisse), nedyr, todyr,
togedyr, whedyr. (-th- ¥8F) brother, ffather 13 &,

dessesse, mene, pesse, plese 13 &,

be, besynesse, breng (ar), conclewde, consell, ded, dener, entent, geue, medell,
schep, swefft, wret (ten) 73 &, ,

(i #) ffrayght, myghy, ryght, syght 13 & D35> wayghgh. (oufR) bought,
brought; bowt, browt, dowter, thorow, ynow (e) 13 &,

(ZEGHD h-) heuyr, hoder, hon (e), hother, hought, howlde, howyr 13 &, (-w-
&I D -h-) whar, whas, whay, whayt, whe, whelcome, whell, whent, wher,
whisse, wholl, whorde, whone, whorlld, whorship, whill, whinter, whysdom
15 & D whome (=home). ¥ 12 anwhard, awhay 13 &,
EFIHBIRD S0, W —IEBT B ICED B, allso, bowlld, delle,
ffell, howlld, lyttell, medyll, obyllygacyon, payabull, rayall, sayll, solld,
totall, whell, wholl; conffortt, datte, grett, grott, ytt, latl, nott, partt, remytt,
sett, sortt, wrett, wratt, wrytt; affore, afftyr, ffather, ffayr, ffayth, ffew, ffor,
ffront, ffrend, ffrom, ffynd; halffe, herffore, yff, Iyff. off, proffett, saffe,
selffe, swefft; appon, hoppe, vppon; auysse, cossyn, hosst, kasse, pensse,
rejoyss, sshall; annodyr; toggyddyr; sakke, plakk 75 &,

-A. Hanham: (1975), p. 291.

what; wo, wyche 13 &,

be, besenes, desser, sen, ser, well (=will) 15 &,

howssband, keppyng, latt, stapell, sympyll, wellfar, worchupfull, wette, wott
73 &, |

N. Davis: “The Language of the Pastons”, Sir Israel Gollancz Memorial
Lecture, British Academy, (1954), p. 130. )
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Fisher: (1977), p.896.
Fisher: (1977), p. 891.
Hanham: (1975), p. xiii.
Hanham: (1975), p. xxiii.
Ibid.

Hanham: (1975), p. xv.
Hanham: (1975), p. i.

1bid.

Fisher: (1977), p. 884.
Richardson: (1980), p. 736.
Samuels: (1981), p. 51.
Richardson: (1980), p. 738.
Ibid.

Fisher: (1977), p. 884.

Ibid.

Fisher: (1977), pp. 896~897.

M. P. Relihan: The Language of the English Stoner Letters, 1420~1483, Ph

D diss. to Univ. of Tennessee, University Microfilms International, Ann

Arbor, Michigan, (1979), p. 288. .

AR EDIT, N. Davis: “The Language of Two Brothers in the Fifteenth

Century”, Five Hundred Years of Words and Sounds, (1983), pp. 23~28 #3

HiT& N/, T T T Davis 3 KEBESAERESE D BT ICHERI LIRS 2 B 72 L
TWRWI EEHDBT 5, L L Davis DI DRXICL - T, KigOHES

EEFTBZHNERBDHONIL D,
Richardson: (1980), p. 749.
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The Language of the Celys and Chancery Standard

IWAO OSHIMA

Summary: — Chancery established a standardized written dialect
about 1430, and spread it throughout England by 1460. In the
absence of any other standard model for writing in the vernacular,
Chancery Standard was accépted as an everyday language among the
literati. ‘

The Cely Letters begin in 1472 and end in 1488. The Celys were
wool merchants in London, whose interests were mostly in city affairs
and in their business. Needless to say, they could write and read fairly
well, though they are said to have been “less sophisticated than the
Pastons”.

How Chancery Standard might influence private business corre-
spondence can be seen easily if we arrange the documents in chrono-
logical order and examine the process by which certain regional forms
are being driven out by the standard forms. So far as the Cely Letters
are concerned, the result of a close examination of the spellings
suggests that the situation is not so simple as may be expected.

Firstly, inconsistency is seen in the spelling system of the Cely
family. It is characterized by mixtures of various regional spellings,
among which the ones current in London English must have been
included in part. Secondly, the Celys left a small number of letters in
a short period. Much more would be desirable to examine the influ-
ence of Chancery Standard on the Cely papers, because standardiza-
tion takes a long time to complete. Thirdly, the influence is hard to
ascertain at first sight, even if the spelling might resemble that of
Chancery, because there are some occasions where we are in doubt as
to whether it was adopted from Chancery Standard, or as to whether
it was an original one of the Celys’. This comes from the fact that
Chancery Standard was developed “by imitating the written official
language of the Londoners and by substituting a few of its usages to
suit its own preference”, in the process of which forms and spellings
were adopted from some dialects.
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Now, the linguistic development seen in John Paston H will be a
helpful clue to the problem. A few of the Chancery spellings are seen
in his 86 letters left between 1452 and 1496; but some of his spellings
are provincial (mixtures of East-Anglian spellings), and others resem-
ble those of the Signet Office. This is because the language of the
Signet Office was “a model worthyof imitation”, and more important
to him than Chancery Standard, as he was a courtier all through his
life. He did not necessarily write by means of Chancery Standard,
which had been accomplished as “a writing model for lawyers”, in
order to write his own private letters. He kept some of his old
spellings if they were permitted among courtiers. This is why more
non-Chancery spellings are found in the letters of John I than those
of John Il who was a successful lawyer and councillor.

The Celys were wool merchants rather than courtiers, but their case
is similar to John II's. It is true that the Celys used a few of the
Chancery spellings in their letters, but the movement towards
standardization is not so remarkable as may be expected. Their
language is said to be characterized by “mixtures of various spellings
of various dialects”. Their spellings, however, belong approximately
to the language in London which might be a closer and more author-
itative “standard language” to them than Chancery Standard, acquir-
ing the position of another prominent class-dialect of the business-
men in and around the City. They wrote their business letters and
their contracts in it. Here again, they were not professional scribes,
and did not write pleas to the court nor petitions to Chancery. They
wrote their own private business letters. Their letters would not have
been nullified, even though they had written in their own language.

Chancery Standard was being spread as “a model for writing”
around the Celys, as is shown in the language development observed
in A Book of London English edited by R. W. Chambers and Marjorie
Daunt, but it might be counted as one of the dialects by the Celys, who
had learned “various local dialects as the result of various influences
to which they had been exposed early in life”. Thus the influence of
Chancery Standard upon the spelling system of the Celys must be said
to be very slight, so far as we know it in their private letters. Chancer-
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y Standard, which had been developed as a standard language for
lawyers, appears to have been still unfamiliar even to “the literati in
and around the City” in 1480s.



