PIRE T Sk 47-1, 15-25 2006 15

RIIEK2V-ON: [
— RO HET I — SIEEZEOREDL S —

PN TRE SFREMS KT

Friendships Among the Elderly: Survey of Group Activity Participants at a Community Center
Shizuho OKATSU* and Shinji MORINO**

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify friendships among the elderly. A survey was conducted by ques-
tionnaires on elderly people active at a community center in Toyota City. The subjects of this study were
a total of 1,901 (men=538, women=1363) elderly people over the age of sixty years.

The results of this study clarified the characteristics of best friends and the structure of close friends.
Characteristics of best friend were as follows: (1) a person of the same sex and ages; (2) got to know each
others through a hobby or sport; (3) male friends live in the same citys; (4) female friends live in the same
neighborhood. Structures close friends are characterized as follows: (1) a high rate friends of the same sex
the women; (2) a low rate of friends of the same age; (3) a high rate of close friends living in the same com-
munity. \ (

A hobby and/or sports activity are important to make friends. Because their friendships developed
from ways for eldery people a hobby and/or sports activity in a given neighborhood, it is suggested that
such relationships may well have a certain influence upon the local community.
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