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From child’s chief complaint in the school health offices

aiming at the extraction of the body language
Hideko Morikawa, Masatoshi Kagioka, Satomi Takai and Toshiko Konishi
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Abstract : The aim of this study is to understand the actual instances of what physical lan-
guage is used by children in school life. This theme is a subject put forward by the Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology as a priority item in the new educa-
tional guidelines, as well as a topic drawn from the relevant regional diagnoses. The starting
point of this study was to organize the actual instances of language activity as verbatim re-
cords using the chief complaints children expressed at the school health office, where it can
be positioned as the only place for experience-oriented learning practice in school. As a re-
sult, as has been identified in prior studies, this study also revealed that the actual instances
of children’s physical language can be accurately judged from a comparison with national
Japanese language teaching material. This fact also suggests the effectiveness of the school
health office as a linguistic environment for the children. In addition, it can be accepted as
indicating a direction for creating a common knowledge to all those concerned with school,
who surrounds the children.
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