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A review of the successive revision of the DSM diagnostic standard
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Abstract : Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM) published by
American Psychiatric Association has been used worldwide to diagnose and classify mental
disorders by clinicians and researchers. The diagnostic criteria are concise and explicit, in-
tend to facilitate an objective assessment of symptom presentation. International Statistical
Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems (ICD) produced by WHO is the
other commonly used manual for mental disorders. The aim of this paper was to review the
successive revision of DSM over the past of 60 years and the related matters. The fifth revi-
sion of DSM seems to have far more negative consequences than positive, slowing down
what progress in understanding and treatment of mental and behavioral disorders including
the field of special needs education.
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