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The Associated Students of the University of Montana
Resolution Regarding Climate Change Legislation
September 30, 2009
Senate Bill SB5-09/10
Authored by: Owen Weber, UM Climate Action Now!
Sponsored by: Patrick Rhea, ASUM Senator

Whereas, the University of Montana considers itself part of a community with national and
international efforts to reduce carbon emissions,

Whereas, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate change (IPCC), which is made up of the
world’s leading scientists, stated that developed countries like the United States should must
reduce their green house gas (GHG) emissions by 45% of 1990 levels by 2020 and 95% below
1990 by 2050. The IPCC has warned that global atmospheric carbon dioxide (CO2) levels must
remain below 350 parts per million to avoid severe effects from global climate change;

Whereas, the United States Congress is currently legislating-the-American-Clean-Energy-and
Seeurity-ActLACES) considering climate change legislation which should set up emission

reduction targets for industry;

Whereas, the international community is participating in the aext United National Climate
Change Conference in Copenhagen is-being-held in December, and thus, it is crucial for the
United States to show progress in order to build upon strong international agreements to reduce
GHG emissions;

Whereas the Clean Energy Jobs and American Power act sets forth that coal fire plants which
will continue to exist must adhere to the Clean Air Act. In addition, a climate bill must also
create general source standards for CO2 emissions maintaining that plants must capture 65% by
2020 and 50% of CO2 emissions from now until 2020.

Therefore Let It Be Resolved, that the Associated Students of The University of Montana
(ASUM) eaH—en%enater—'Fester—andéenater—Baueus ea#s—upen—the—@eng%s&en&l—Reamsen&aﬂen
, a, recognize the need to pass
serenee—based natlonal cllmate Ieglslatlon prlor to the m%emaﬂen&l—negeﬂaﬂens fifteenth
Conference of Parties (COP-15) in Copenhagen, Denmark;
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Let It Be Further Resolved that ASUM believes that the United States Senate must pass

legislation that will eut reduce carbon dioxide levels emissions-both-immediately-and
sebstanﬂa“y—'Fhrs—sheuld—bedene by settlng an aggresswe cap on carbon emlssmns anel—by

Let It Be Further Resolved, that the climate bill must provide provisions for developing a green
economy. These funds would allow for the creation of a “clean energy corps” that would create
services, training and 588 millions of new jobs in the emerging clean energy economy;

Let It Be Further Resolved, that ASUM urges the Senate to pass legislation with phase out plans
for #ess+l—tuel coal fire power Eegrslaﬂen—shee#d—asef—rts—raﬂﬁeaﬂen—begwphaaeg—mﬁhe#gh

Let It Be Further Resolved that ASUM urges SenatorTFesterand-Senator-Baucus the U. S. Senate
to become a Ieaders in actlvely securing a clean and jUSt enetgy future. Ihe—Uﬂttedétates—sheutd

Senator Tester, Senator Baucus, and Representatlve Rehberg on behalf of the students of The
University of Montana, urging their support on climate legislation. Included in the letter will be
a copy of this Resolution.

Passed by Committee: , 2009
Passed by Senate: , 2009
Andrew Dusek, Emily May,
Relations and Affairs Chair Chair of the Senate
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