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Psychology of Family Violence	 (Psyx	 348) Syllabus
 
Spring 	Session	2018
 

Course	I nformation 	
Meeting Location and Time: Social Science	 356,	 Tuesday & Thursday 11:00am-12:20pm 
Final Exam: Thursday,	 May 10, 8:00am-10:00am 
Prerequisites: PSYX 100: Introduction to Psychology 
Recommended: PSYX	 222: Psychological Statistics and	 PSYX	 340: Abnormal Psychology 

Instructor 	Information 	
Instructor:		 Jacob Bloch 
Email: Jacob.Bloch@umontana.edu 
Office: Skaggs Building 361 
Office Hours: Wednesday 12:30pm-2:00pm & Thursday 12:30pm-2:00pm or by appointment 

Required	M aterials	 
Miller-Perrin, C. L., Perrin, R. D., & Renzetti, C. M. (2018). Violence and maltreatment in intimate 
relationships.	 Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications, Inc. 

Course	Des cription 	
This course will explore the theoretical explanations for the	 presence	 of violence	 in American families, as 
well as cover research and interventions in the areas of child maltreatment, intimate partner violence, 
dating violence, and	 elder abuse. 

Course	 Goals 
1.	 This course is designed to increase	 students’ understanding	 of the psychology of family violence as it 

occurs in	 our society.	 
2.	 Additionally, the course aims to	 explore theory and	 research	 that seeks to	 explain	 the occurrence of 

family violence. 
3.	 Finally, in this course, we	 will also briefly explore interventions 	used 	for family violence. 

Learning	Objectives 	
§ Understand basic terminology, history, assessment, and scientific methods used to study family 

violence	 throughout	 the	 lifespan.	 
§ Acquire	 a 	basic	 understanding	 of	 the	 theories	 surrounding	 the	 etiology	 of	 family	 violence.	 	
§ Acquire	 basic	 knowledge	 of	 the	 consequences	 related	t o	t he	 experience	 of	 family	 violence	 

throughout	th e 	lifespan. 		
§ Understand	 relationships	 between	 scientific	 research,	 public 	policy,	 and 	prevention/intervention 	

methods	 for	 specific	 areas	 of	 family	 violence.	 
§ Analyze	 current	 issues,	 myths,	 and	c ontroversies	 related	t o	f amily	 violence	 research,	 theories,	 and	 

interventions 	through 	course 	discussion 	and 	activities.	 	
§ Acquire 	critical	thinking 	skills in	in terpreting 	research 	and 	demonstrate 	acquired 	knowledge 	through 	

participation	i n	c ourse	 discussion	a nd	c lass	 activities.	 

Course	Di sclaimer 	
Throughout the course we will be discussing and viewing very sensitive material that pertains to	 family 
violence. This may	 be difficult to hear or to watch. It is imperative to evaluate whether or not you are 
prepared	 to	 participate in	 this class. If not, please see me after class, and	 we can	 discuss your options. 
Although you might feel prepared	 to	 take	 this course, the	 sensitive	 nature	 of the	 material might be	 
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overwhelming at times. Please	 see	 me	 after class if this is the	 case, and we	 can discuss your needs. 
IMPORTANT:	 This course is NOT	 designed to replace therapeutic work. Consequently, overly personal 
information 	should 	not 	be 	relayed in 	class 	discussion. 

Finally, many topics about which individuals tend to feel very passionate	 will be	 discussed and debated 
throughout	 the course of	 the semester. IMPORTANT: I	ask 	that 	you remain respectful of others’ 
opinions, even	 if they do	 not match	 your own	 or are controversial. 

Teaching	Phi losophy	 
There are as many ways of teaching this course as there are instructors; accordingly, I teach with a	 
certain set of biases	 and assumptions	 that	 it	 is important	 to make clear. First, I am biased toward 
scientific explanations of human behavior, those	 that are	 grounded in both theory and data, and I will 
focus primarily on these explanations throughout	 the course. Second, I have a bias in favor of 
processing the more controversial material through	 journaling 	and healthy class discussions. Therefore, 
throughout	 the course I will present	 material that	 may trigger	 certain personal opinions in each of	 you. I 
expect these	 discussions to be	 respectful, healthy, and open to everyone. 

I	will	facilitate 	your 	learning 	of 	the 	material	in 	class, 	online, in 	my 	office 	hours, 	and 	via 	email. 		Finally, I	 
believe that students learn	 best through	 active engagement with	 the material. This is reflected	 in	 the 
fact that I supplement material from your text with films and guest	 speakers, I	offer 	extra 	credit 	for 
going	 above	 and beyond reading	 the	 text for the	 course, and I request in-class	 discussion. 

Course	Gu idelines	 and	 Policies 	

Disability	 Modifications	 
The University	 of Montana assures equal access to instruction through collaboration between students 
with disabilities, instructors, and Disability Services for Students.	 If you think you may have a disability 
adversely affecting your	 academic performance, and you have not	 already registered with Disability 
Services, please	 contact Disability Services in Lommasson Center 154	 or call 406-243-2243. I will work 
with you and Disability Services to provide an appropriate modification. 

Academic	 Misconduct	 
You are expected to adhere to the University’s student conduct code with regard to academic integrity. 
All students must practice academic honesty. Academic misconduct is subject to	 an	 academic penalty 
by the course instructor and/or disciplinary sanction	 by the University. All students need	 to	 be familiar 
with the student conduct code. 

Syllabus	 Changes	 
I	reserve the right to make any necessary changes	 or accommodations	 to this	 syllabus	 throughout the 
course. You will be notified during class	 of any	 changes. However, if you miss	 class	 it is	 your 
responsibility to gain any information regarding changes. 

Communication 	
If 	any 	relevant 	and/or 	important 	information 	arises 	between 	classes 	I	will	attempt 	to 	contact 	the 	entire 
class	 through the University	 of Montana email via Moodle,	so 	please 	be 	aware. 		Additionally,	feel 	free 	to 
email me	 with any questions, comments, or concerns you are having about the course. 

Grading/Evaluation 	
I	will	use 	rounding 	to 	your 	advantage in 	calculating 	final	grades. 		For 	example, if 	you 	finish 	the 	course 
with a final point total of 89.5, I will round up to a 90 and your final grade will be an	 A.	 However, if you 
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finish with an 89.4, your	 grade will be rounded to an 89 and your	 final grade will be a B.	 Please feel	 free 
to talk to me about	 any questions regarding final grade calculations. 

Your final grade for this course will consist of a total of 3 tests,	in-class	 participation, a reflection journal, 
and extra	 credit.	 Your final exam is optional and may be used to replace your lowest exam grade. 

Points Grade Assignment %	 of Final Grade 
90-100 A 3	 Exams 80% 
80-89 B Final Exam (optional) 

70-79 C In-Class Discussions 13% 

60-69 D Reflection	 Journals 5% 

0-59 F Writing Assignment 2% 

Extra	 Credit 3% 
TOTAL : 103% 

Incompletes 	
Departmental and university policies regarding incompletes do not allow changing “incomplete” grades 
after one	 year has passed since	 the	 “I” was granted. 

Pass/No	 Pass	 
For students taking this course	 P/NP, a	 P	 is a	 grade	 of A, B, or C. A NP	 is a	 grade	 of D	 or F. 

Exams	 
The exams will consist of multiple choice questions. The material covered on the exams will be from the 
readings, class lectures, discussion groups,	films,	and 	speakers for	 the classes prior	 to the test	 date. NO 
MAKE-UP EXAMS WILL BE ALLOWED WITHOUT	 PRIOR NOTIFICATION OF 1 WEEK (FOR KNOWN 
ABSENCES) AND APPROPRIATE DOCUMENTATION (DELIVERED	 VIA EMAIL OR IN PERSON). The final 
exam will be	 cumulative, covering	 all the	 material from the	 course. 

However, the final is OPTIONAL. This means that if 	you 	are 	pleased 	with 	your status in 	this 	class 	by 	the 
last 	day 	of 	lecture 	then 	you 	do 	not 	have 	to 	take 	the 	final	and 	you 	will	not 	be 	penalized.		However, if 	you 
take the final exam, and get	 a higher	 grade than the grade that	 you received on one of	 your	 previous 
exams, I will replace	 your lowest exam grade	 with your final exam grade. If you do not score	 better on 
the final than on any of	 your	 previous exam grades, you will not	 be penalized (your	 final exam grade will 
be, in	 effect, thrown	 out). 

You will need to bring a #2	 pencil and	 an	 NCS Test Sheet 50/50, form No. 95142 (Scantron with blue on	 
the front)	 for all exams. 

In-Class	 Discussions	 
Attendance and	 participation	 in	 the class are	 a	 fundamental aspect of the	 learning that will take	 place in	 
this course.	 Class and group discussions and activities will	 focus on the integration and application of 
course topics. To gain a full perspective	 on the	 material we	 will be	 discussing, it is very	 important that 
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you attend class. It is noted on the course schedule what	 chapters and topics will be discussed each day. 
You are expected to have read each chapter before it will be discussed. Learning just from the textbook 
will hinder your ability to gain all that this course offers, and may leave you insufficiently	 prepared for 
exams. Small group discussions will be	 held randomly	 and attendance	 during	 these discussions 
constitutes	 15%	 of your final grade. Participation in these discussions will be on a credit no-credit basis. 
In 	addition, 	numerous film clips will be shown	 that pertain	 to	 the topics we are discussing. Some	 of 
these films can be upsetting and all students should be aware of	 their	 limits and leave, if	 necessary. 
Missed classes may result in missing a small group discussion, which will mean you will not earn the 
check	 for that activity. Miss	 class	 at your own risk—there is no way to make up missed group 
discussions and	 activities. 

Reflection	 Journal	 
Because of the dismal nature of much	 of the material presented	 in	 this class there will be a 15-20	 
minute block set aside	 approximately once every three weeks in 	which you will be asked to reflect on 
the course material.	 This exercise is to help you better	 understand and express your	 thoughts and 
feelings about	 this material. It is 	NOT 	designed 	to 	replace 	therapeutic 	work.	 These are your private 
thoughts about	 the material. I will not	 read any of	 it, unless given permission. I	will	only 	be 	asking 	you 
to	 submit them, so	 that	 I can check for	 completion. Submissions are due at the	 end of the	 class period 
during which	 they are completed. The reflection journals are worth 5% of your final grade. 

Writing	 Assignment	 
As we will explore over the course of the semester, intimate violence and	 maltreatment impacts all of 
our lives whether we realize it or not. The purpose of this	 writing assignment is	 to connect the course 
material to our own lives and identify ways that we as individuals, and society, can have a positive 
impact 	on 	intimate 	violence and maltreatment. This 	assignment should be at least two pages in length,	 
adhering to APA format (no title page needed),	and turned in via e-mail.	 Name the file:	 “(Last	 Name),	 
Writing Assignment,	 PSYX 348.” For example, “Smith, Writing Assignment,	PSYX 	348.” I	will	send 	you a 
response to confirm that	 I have received it. You are to respond to the following questions/prompts and 
may include material learned in the course or independent research: 

•	! Identify 	risk 	factors 	for 	experiencing 	or 	carrying 	out 	intimate 	violence 	that 	people in 	your 	life 
have and	 that we have discussed	 in	 the course (e.g., I have female friends age 18-29, which puts 
them at	 increased risk of	 experiencing IPV).	 Do not make people identifiable. 

•	! Are the folks in	 your life who	 do	 not have any risk factors excluded	 from intimate violence? Are 
those w/ risk factors guaranteed to experience	 intimate	 violence? Why? 

•	! What actions could you take at various levels of the system (individual, peers, family, school, 
religious organization, health services, neighbors, 	community, 	social	services, 	policy & 	law, 
media, culture) to address intimate violence? Be sure to	 address each	 level. 

•	! What interventions are present	 in other	 communities or	 countries	 that may	 be helpful in our 
community and	 how might they be applied? 

DUE DATE: MAY 3rd 

•	 This assignment may not be	 turned	 in	 prior to	 MAY 1ST because it is 	meant 	to 	be a 	synthesis 	of 
the knowledge gained throughout	 the course 

Extra	C redit	 
Options #1 and #3 are worth 1 point each (on your	 final grade) and may only be	 completed once. 
Option #2 will grant you .33 point for each	 30-minute block of research	 participation.	 You	 may earn	 a 

total of	 3 points via option #2.	 You may receive a	 maximum of 3 extra	 credit points through a 
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combination of these 3 options. Written assignments should be written in 12 pt Times New Roman 

following APA	 conventions. 

EXTRA 	CREDIT	 DUE	 DATES: 	

•  MEDIA	 REFLECTION:	F EBRUARY 	22ND 		
•  RESEARCH 	REFLECTION:	AP RIL	 5TH	 	
•  RESEARCH 	VOLUNTEER:	M AY 	3RD 		

-LATE 	SUBMISSIONS 	WILL	N OT 	BE	 ACCEPTED-	

1. Research	 Reflection Paper: Conduct a	 PsychINFO literature	 search on a	 topic of your choice	 that is 
related to family violence,	select a 	peer-reviewed research article, and write	 a	 2-page reflection. Include 
a	 summary of the article	 followed by an analysis and reaction (e.g. your thoughts about the	 study 
design, conclusions	 the researchers	 made, ideas	 for future studies, how the research applies to the 
course and addresses social problems,	etc.). Include a 	copy 	of the article you are reviewing.	 See	 page	 6	 
for	 supplemental information on PsychINFO. Name the file:	 “(Last	 Name),	Reflection EC, (Name of 
Article You	 Reviewed),	 PSYX 348.” For example, “Smith, Reflection EC, Psychological Abuse: A Variable	 
Deserving Critical	Attention in 	Domestic 	Violence, 	PSYX 	348.” Turn	 in	 the	 assignment via e-mail.	 I will	 
send you a response to confirm that	 I have received it. 

2. Grad. Student Research Volunteer: Sign up for and participate	 in a	 research project being conducted 

in 	the 	psychology 	department 	during 	the semester.	 Signing up for studies occurs via	 on online	 sign-up	 
system. To	 sign	 up, you	 will need	 to	 create	 an	 account online. When doing so, (1) be sure you use 

your umontana	 e-mail address as your username (so if your umontana e-mail address is 
jane.doe@umontana.edu,	you 	would 	enter 	jane.doe);	if 	you 	don’t 	do 	this 	properly, you will not get 
the account	 information. Also, (2) be sure you enter the right	 course section number, or else you may 

not be	 properly credited. Signing up and checking studies is easy – for	 directions on how to do this, 
please go	 to	 the following web page: http://cas.umt.edu/psychology/Undergraduate/default.php Then 

click	 on the link	 titled “SONA Research Participation.” 

Each experiment has a	 different name. Once you have participated in a specific experiment, you may 

not sign	 up	 for any other experiment with	 the same name. If you	 do, you	 will only receive credit for the 

first	 experiment. 

Your credit will be tracked via	 the online system – you will be awarded credit for participation within 72 

hours of participating by the researcher who	 was in	 charge of the study. If you	 check your credit and	 it 
has not been	 awarded	 in	 a timely fashion, contact the experimenter listed as the contact on the study 

to resolve this conflict. 

At the end	 of the term, your instructor will automatically get your credits from the online system. 

3. Media Reflection	 Paper:		you 	may 	read a 	book 	or 	watch a 	movie (other	 than those shown in class) 
where family violence is a central topic. To receive the 3 points, you will need to submit	 a 2-page review 
describing the role of family violence in	 the story, any notable myths or theories that are presented	 
(debunked or	 perpetuated by the presentation), and how your	 understanding of	 family violence 
impacted	 your perspective while reading/watching. Would	 you	 recommend	 this book/movie to	 others? 
Why or why not? How did it impact you?	 What did you learn?	 Did it inspire you to become engaged in 
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changing a particular social problem? Name the file:	“(Last 	Name),	Media 	EC,	(Title of the Book or 
Movie), PSYX 348.” For	 example, “Smith, Media EC, The Color Purple,	PSYX 	348.” Turn	 in	 the	 
assignment via	 e-mail.	 I will	 send you a response to confirm that I have received it. 

Course	 Schedule 

Week Date Chapters 
Covered* 

Notes 

Week	 1 Tuesday (Tu) – Jan 23 Syllabus Welcome! Introduction & Myths 
Thursday (Tr) – Jan 25 1 History & Definitions 

Week	 2 Tu	 – Jan 30 2 Methods & Perspectives 
Tr – Feb	1 2 

Week	 3 Tu	 – Feb	6 3 Child Physical Abuse 
Tr – Feb	8 3 The Unquiet	 Death of Eli Creekmore 

Week	 4 Tu	 – Feb	13 4 Child Sexual Abuse 
Tr – Feb	15 4 Men Who Molest, Children Who Survive 

Week	 5 Tu	 – Feb	20 EXAM	 DAY EXAM	 1 – chapters 1, 2, 3, 4 
Bring Scantron & pencil 

Tr – Feb	22 5 Child 	Neglect 
MEDIA	 REFLECTION EC 	DUE 

Week	 6 Tu	 – Feb	27 5 
Tr – Mar 1 6 Child Psychological Maltreatment 

Week	 7 Tu	 – Mar 6 6 
Tr – Mar 8 7 Abuse – Adolescent & Emerging Adult 

Relationships 
Week	 8 Tu	 – Mar 13 7 Hunting Ground 

Tr – Mar 15 7 YWCA – Guest	 Speaker 
Week	 9 Tu	 – Mar 20 8 Partner Abuse for Adults – Victims 

Tr – Mar 22 8 Telling Amy’s Story 
Week	 10 Tu	 – Mar 27 - Spring	Break!!! 

Tr – Mar 29 - Spring	Break!!! 
Week	 11 Tu	 – Apr	 3 EXAM	 DAY EXAM	 2 – chapters 5, 6, 7, 8 

Bring Scantron & pencil 
Tr – Apr	 5 9 Partner Abuse of Adults – Perpetrators 

RESEARCH REFLECTION EC DUE 
Week	 12 Tu	 – Apr	 10 9 CVA 	/	Police – Guest	 Speaker 

Tr – Apr	 12 10 Abuse – People with Disability and the 
Elderly 

Week	 13 Tu	 – Apr	 17 10 Complaints of a Dutiful Daughters 
Tr – Apr	 19 Ch. X	 on 

Moodle 
Understudied	Populations 

Week	 14 Tu	 – Apr	 24 Ch. X	 
Moodle 

Tr – Apr	 26 11 Societal Response to VMIR 
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Week	 15 Tu	 – May 1 Special 
Topic 

Legal System – Guest	 Speaker 

Tr – May 3 EXAM	 DAY EXAM	 3 – chapters 9, 10, 11, and X 
Bring Scantron & pencil 
RESEARCH VOLUNTEER	 EC DUE 

FINAL THURSDAY – MAY 10 FINAL 
EXAM	 DAY 
*8:00-
10:00* 

Final	Exam – Cumulative 
Optional 
Replaces Lowest	 Exam Grade 
Bring Scantron & Pencil 

**This schedule is tentative and adjustments will be made as needed. All changes will be announced in 
class, so attendance is	 in your best interest! 

Frequently	Aske d	Q uestions:	 
1. Q: What is the airspeed velocity of an unladen swallow? 

A: A	 quick search	 of PsychINFO using search	 terms relevant to	 the course (e.g. intimate 

relationship violence, child abuse, etc.)	 will turn up ~160,000+ research articles. Sometimes 
questions arise which	 I can’t or don’t feel comfortable answering and often these	 questions are	 
great jumping	 off points for independent research. Additionally, studying family violence is a 

relatively new idea and there are many questions that	 are difficult	 and/or	 impossible to answer	 
at this point. 

2. Q:		What is 	PsychINFO? 

A: PsychINFO is an	 online tool for searching articles, book chapters, etc. in the field of 
psychology. It 	contains 	more 	than 4	 million records from the	 1800s to present, with some	 
records that	 are even older. It is 	an 	ideal	starting 	point 	when you want to delve deeper into a	 
certain topic or have questions of the format,	 “how is X 	related 	to 	Y in Z 	context?” 

3. Q: How do I access PsychINFO? 

A: Go to the Mansfield Library webpage ,	 select the “Databases” tab, then you can find 

PsychINFO under “P” or type “PSYCHINFO” in	 the search	 bar. 
4. Q: What if my search turns up too many articles? 

A: You	 may narrow your search	 by adding other constraints, such	 as the publication	 type or 
year, or by	 adding	 another keyword to your search. For example, “substance use”	 would yield 

thousands of	 articles, but adding the keyword	 “bipolar disorder” and/or “adolescent” would	 
narrow this down	 considerably. 

5. Q: What if I can’t access the article I want to read online? 

A: Although	 many articles are available online, some require going to	 a print copy of the article 

(e.g., physically finding a	 journal in the	 library). We	 don’t have	 every journal in our library, so if 
there’s one you want	 but	 can’t	 get	 you may	 decide to choose keep looking	 or place an 

interlibrary 	loan 	request. 
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