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Executive Summary

The purpose of the Public Recreational Use Survey was to understand the current outdoor
recreation facility uses by Montana residents. Specifically the objectives of the survey were:
1) To estimate Montana Resident’s outdoor recreational activities;

2) To estimate outdoor recreation facility/area use;

3) To assess overall quality of outdoor recreation experiences, and;

4) To identify Montana resident’s perceptions of recreation resources in the state.

Three methods were employed for the study: 1) A short intercept study conducted around the state at
gas stations and rest areas and, 2) A follow-up on-line survey to those same residents, 3) An Identical
on-line survey sent to Montana members of the ITRR panel survey.

Intercept survey results (N=4,158)
e  88% (673,950 MT residents) 18 and over were active in outdoor recreation during the past year.
o 74% (566,730 MT residents) 18 and over said they visited other public lands in the past year.
o 52% (398,240 MT residents) 18 and over enjoyed MT State Parks at least once in the year.

On-line survey results (N=580)
Outdoor recreation is important for Montana residents:
o 95% of respondents say outdoor recreation is important to their personal quality of life.
e 93% of respondents say outdoor recreation is important for their family’s quality of life.
o 95% of respondents indicate it is important to maintain existing recreation facilities.
o 86% of respondents say it is important that budget cuts do not affect park and recreation
agencies.

Montana Residents are very happy with their outdoor recreation experiences:
e 81% of respondents said their Montana outdoor recreation experiences have been excellent.
o 70% of respondents said their experience with Montana natural areas has been excellent.
e  62% of respondents said their experience with Montana trails has been excellent.
e  60% of respondents said their experience with Montana cultural and historic areas has been
excellent.

Montana households use a variety of facilities and are satisfied with their facilities. The top five are:
e  77% of Montana households (313,090) used paths for walking, jogging, or biking in the past year.
e 72% of Montana households (294,920) used hiking trails.
¢  62% of Montana households (253,960) used picnic areas.
e 60% of Montana households (245,760) used heritage areas or historic sites.
¢ 59% of Montana households (241,670) used campgrounds without hookups.

National forests receive the highest use by Montana households followed by rivers and streams, lakes,
national park lands, state park lands, and city parks.

Even though residents are satisfied with their outdoor experiences in Montana, five facility types came
to the top of the list to increase the numbers. These facilities are: Hiking trails, Bike lanes, Off-road ATV
trails, Rifle/handgun ranges, and sledding/tubing areas. The results are based on facilities where over
100 residents said it should be increased. The number of residents who indicated an increase was
needed was higher than the number of residents who said the facility numbers were adequate.
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Introduction

Montana State Parks, a division of MT Fish, Wildlife, and Parks is in the process of updating the
Montana Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) for 2013-2017. The goal of
the SCORP is to identify outdoor recreation trends, needs, and issues that will help direct Montana’s
use of the Land and Water Conservation Fund dollars allocated to the state. To be eligible for LWCF
dollars, every state must prepare and regularly update a statewide recreation plan (SCORP). Most
SCORPs address the demand for and supply of recreation resources (local, state and federal) within
a state, identify needs and new opportunities for recreation improvements and set forth an
implementation program to meet the goals identified by its citizens and elected leaders. The
current Montana SCORP extends through 2012 and therefore an update is needed.

This report is based on one of several data collection processes to identify use, facilities, and needs
in Montana for outdoor recreation by Montana residents. The information provided in this report
will help guide the final SCORP report.

Purpose and Objectives

The purpose of the Public Recreational Use Survey is to understand the current outdoor recreation
facility uses by Montana residents. Specifically the objectives of the survey are:

1) To estimate Montana Resident’s outdoor recreational activities;

2) To estimate outdoor recreation facility/area use;

3) To assess overall quality of outdoor recreation experiences, and;

4) To identify Montana resident’s perceptions of recreation resources in the state.

Methods

Three methods were employed to gather data for this project. First, surveyors from the Institute for
Tourism and Recreation Research (ITRR) were stationed around the state to intercept residents of
Montana for research. These surveyors were located at gas stations and some rest areas in cities and
towns around Montana. Gas stations and rest areas were considered neutral locations at which any
resident with a car is likely to be encountered. A list of on-site survey locations can be found in
Appendix A. Only residents 18 years of age and older were intercepted. When residents were
intercepted, they were asked 7 up-front questions. The up-front intercept data was weighted by gender
and by county population based on U.S. Census Bureau estimates to accurately represent Montana’s
population and gender split. Only Petroleum and Treasure Counties were not represented in the
intercept data set. These two counties represent 0.1 percent of Montana's total population. A total of
4,387 residents of Montana were intercepted for this project. Of those intercepted, 4,158 residents
agreed to answer the up-front survey, resulting in a 95% response rate (Table 1).

The second method was to ask the intercepted residents if they would complete an additional survey
on-line. Each resident was given a post card with a link to the survey instrument instructing them to go
on-line to complete the survey. People were given an incentive for a chance to win one of two $250
VISA gift cards if they completed the on-line survey. The on-line survey was completed by 410 residents
(Table 1). This represents a 10 percent response rate of those intercepted.





http://www.census.gov/2010census/popmap/ipmtext.php7fh3Q















































































Summary and Discussion

Respondents for this study included 4,158 Montana residents who were intercepted at gas stations and
some rest areas around the state. Each resident was given the opportunity to provide additional
feedback through an on-line survey. The longer survey was completed by 580 residents. Survey
respondents were weighted based on county of residence to reflect population throughout the state.

Results showed that 74 percent of Montanans over 18 (566,730), visited a public land in the past year.
Eighty-eight percent of Montanan’s 18 years of age and older (673,950) participated in some form of
outdoor recreation in the past year. According to the US Census, there are 409,607 occupied
households in Montana. Residents engaging in outdoor recreation by household are most likely to use
hiking, walking or biking trails (77% of all households or someone in 313,087 households) than any other
facility. This means, at a minimum over 313,000 residents used these trail facilities at least once in the
past year. More than 50 percent of Montana households use hiking trails, picnic sites, campgrounds
without hookups, visiting heritage or historic sites, natural or wild areas, scenic byways, and wildlife
viewing areas.

National forests receive the highest use by Montana households followed by rivers and streams, lakes,
national park lands, and state park lands. Fifty-one percent of Montana households say they use
national forest land often; 48 percent use rivers and streams often; 33 percent use natural lakes often;
30 percent use city parks often; 28 percent use national park lands often, and; 27 percent use state park
lands often. It appears that forests, parks, and water are the draw for the majority of Montanan’s
outdoor recreation endeavors.

Most importantly, Montanan’s believe outdoor recreation is extremely important to their quality of life.
They are satisfied with the outdoor experience in Montana and are willing to support the maintenance
of facilities as well as protect the budgets of park and recreation agencies.

A state as big as Montana and as diverse in geographic features as it is, can be lead in a wrong direction
if only viewed from the statewide perspective. At the state level, four facility/area types emerged as
the highest need in terms of the facility/area which needed to be increased and those facility/areas that
had more people saying there was a need for an increase compared to those who said the facility
number was adequate. The four facility types are:

e Bike lanes
Off-road ATV trails
Rifle/handgun ranges
Sledding/tubing areas

In contrast, perhaps, the facility/areas with the highest number of people who said these needed an
increase were:

e Walking/jogging/biking paths

e Natural or wild areas

e Hiking trails

e Wildlife viewing areas

e Scenic byways
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These outdoor recreation facility/areas differ widely when studied at the regional level. While the
Glacier region appeared to be the most similar to the state as a whole, the other five regions had
facilities/areas that emerged higher than at the state level. It is wise to look at each region’s needs to
assess what is desired the most by residents of that region as the SCORP planning proceeds. However,
sample sizes are an issue with some of the regions and the data should be looked at cautiously.

Finally, a different look at the data tables shows that residents are not suggesting a decrease to facilities.
In all cases the number of facilities is adequate or should be increased. However, it is interesting to look
at the facilities that did get some suggestions for decrease. In almost all cases the decrease suggestion
appears with facilities where there could be a conflict in recreation use. Those nine facilities which were
suggested for a decrease by 5 or more people are as follows:

e Equestrian trails e Campgrounds with hookups
e Bike lanes e Dog parks

e Mountain bike trails e Golf courses

e  Off-road ATV trails e Snowmobile trails

e Motorized boating areas
It is always prudent to understand that while many people may want a certain facility or area to be
increased, it may come at a cost to other recreationists or to the sustainability of the land.

This study looked at resident use and assessment of outdoor recreation opportunities and facilities in
the state of Montana. Montanan's are very active in their outdoor pursuits and find that the state has
facilities and areas to satisfy their needs. Perhaps one of the main stories to emerge from this study is
the need for Montana to assure access to the national forests, streams and lakes. These areas are used
by more households than any other type of area in the state. Supporting multiple use and continued
access to the lands and waters will benefit Montana residents for years to come.
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Appendix A: Survey Locations

Miles City/Glendive Surveyor
Culbertson, Plentywood, Glasgow, Glendive, Miles City, Sidney, Wolf Point, Broadus.

Billings Surveyor
Billings, Crow Agency, Laurel, Bridger, Red Lodge, Hardin, Lewistown, Columbus.

Bozeman Surveyor
Bozeman, Bozeman Rest Area, Belgrade, Four Corners, Big Sky, West Yellowstone, Ennis, Three Forks,

Townsend.

Gardiner Surveyor
Livingston, Gardiner, Big Timber, White Sulphur Springs, Harlowton.

Dillon Surveyor
Dillon, Rocker, Monida, Anaconda.

Shelby Surveyor
Shelby, Sweet Grass rest area, Cut Bank, St. Mary, Havre.

Great Falls Surveyor
Great Falls, Helena, Lewistown, Vaughn.

Kalispell Surveyor
Kalispell, West Glacier, Hungry Horse, Columbia Falls, Whitefish, Polson, Libby, Eureka.

Missoula Surveyor
Missoula, East Missoula, Wye junction, Lolo, Hamilton, St. Regis/Superior, Thompson Falls.
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Appendix B: Intercept Survey Instrument

Hello, | am with the Institute for Tourism and Recreation Research at the University of Montana
conducting a quick survey regarding outdoor recreation in Montana. This will take about 30 seconds to
answer. Would you be willing to answer 6 questions?

1. In which Montana County do you reside?

2. Have you visited a Montana State Park in the last 12 months?

3. Have you visited any other public lands in MT in the last 12 months? (e.g. National parks,
National forests, BLM, wildlife refuges, reservoirs etc.).

4. Have you participated in any form of outdoor recreation in the past 12 months? (includes
anything from walking a trail, to snowmobiling, to enjoying open space)

What is your age?
Gender

Site Code

® N o u

Date
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Please select all the age ranges that are represented in your household?

1. 0-5years

2. 6-10 years
3. 11-17 years
4. 18-24 years
5. 25-34 years
6. 35-44 years
7. 45-54 years
8. 55-64 years
9. 65-74 years
10. 75 and over

What is your highest completed level of education?

Some high school

High school diploma or equivalent (GED)
Some college

Associates degree

Bachelors degree

Masters degree

Doctorate

Professional degree

e o

What best describes your annual household income in US dollars?

Less than $25,000

$25K to less than $50K
$50K to less than $75K
$75K to less than $100K
$100K to less than $150K
$150K to less than $200K
$200K or greater

N e W=

Do you consider your views:
1. More conservative
2. More liberal
3. Modecrate
4. Independent

What is your current employment status?

Full time

Part time

Seasonal full time
Seasonal part time
Unemployed
Retired

Student

N e W=
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