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ABSTRACT

Lee, David L., M.A., June 1981, Journalism

A Pictorial History of Photography in the Missoula, Montana, 
Missoulian from 1873 to the Beginning of World War II (189 pp.)

Director: Warren J. Brier w:re

This study traces the use of photography in the daily Missoulian 
from 1873 to 1941.

The first, section, a brief history of photojournalism, places 
the Missoulian in a historical perspective and provides infor­
mation about the development and refinement of photography and its 
use in newspapers.

The second section chronicles the period from the Missoulian1s 
establishment in 1870 as the Missoula and Cedar Creek Pioneer to 
the beginning of World War II, which would bring major changes in 
photojournalism. All issues of the Missoulian from Sept. 15, 
1980, to Dec. 18, 1941, were studied, and photographs were
selected as being representative of technological changes, shifts 
in editorial policy, changes in society and for historical sig­
nificance.

The Missoulian was representative of small-circulation dailies 
during the period studied. When the Missoulian was founded, 
photography--a scientific curiosity— was incompatible with print. 
When World War II began, a technological revolution in photography 
was under way. Throughout the period, illustration played a major 
role in changing the appearance of all newspapers.

Readers1 demands for more and better pictures outweighed the 
opinions of editors who preferred columns of type. The 
Missoulian, like other newspapers, seemed to resist the change. 
But just before the war, that change was markedly apparent. 
Photographs had become a legitimate and necessary part of American 
journalism.
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INTRODUCTION

From the earliest cave drawings to TV satellites, 
pictures have defied language barriers to serve as a 
universal means of communication.

Man first described his life by adorning the walls of 
his cave with crude depictions of daily activities. In time 
artists corroborated written historical accounts, and 
improved printing methods facilitated wide dissemination of 
written and pictorial accounts.

In 1839 a new form of illustration, photography, was 
invented by Louis Jacques Mande Daguerre. But even before 
photography, newspapers envisioned the advantage of com­
bining illustrations with written copy. By 1843 the year- 
old Illustrated London News had more than doubled its circu­
lation by liberal use of woodcut engravings.

It was not until 1880 that a means of reproducing the 
tonal gradations of photographs in conjunction with one-tone 
printed type was perfected. But a combination of factors—  

the development of a successful negative/positive photo­
graphic process, the perfection of the halftone process, and 
the introduction of a plastic-based roll film--merged about 
1890 to lay the cornerstone of modern photojournalism. Then 
the immediacy, literal description, and convincing presenta­
tion of reality embodied in photographs became a part of the 
newspaper industry.
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The achievements of early news photographers with 
cumbersome and by modern standards primitive equipment are 
almost beyond comprehension by today's photographers. But 
that crude beginning has resulted in photojournalism 
becoming the major interest that it is in the newspaper 
industry.

This study examines one Montana daily newspaper from 
its founding until the beginning of World War II. The 
Missoula Missoulian was established shortly before the 
emergence of the halftone as a general feature of American 
newspapers, so its start conveniently coincides with the 
developmental stages of photojournalism. All issues from 
January 1873 to December 1941 were reviewed. Photographs 
were chosen because they are representative of a period or a 
particular technological development. All photos in this 
manuscript are reproductions from original Missoulian pages 
taken with a Mamiya C220 2^-square format camera on Kodak 
Plus-X Professional film. Some of the earliest photos were 
taken from microfilm, for bound volumes of the earliest 
Missoulians are not available. Some loss of detail is 
apparent because an enlarged halftone dot pattern is the 
result of photographs made from previously screened photos.

The study ends at the beginning of World War II because 
of the increased technological sophistication that resulted 
from the war effort. Further study during the war years and 
to contemporary times is recommended.
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SECTION I 

Chapter 1

History: From Pictographs To Photojournalism

Although photojournalism is relatively young, the 
concept of telling news of events pictorially goes back as 
far as the history of man. The earliest pictographic 
records of events (hunts, birth, death, war, etc.) in the 
lives of prehistoric man predate the alphabet by thousands 
of years. More than 25,000 years ago inhabitants of rock 
shelters in Spain depicted hunting scenes and other aspects 
of their life with wall paintings. Within the next few 
thousand years the cave dwellers in France and Spain 
similarly adorned their cave walls. Bas-reliefs dated about
3,000 B.C. record kings1 conquests and other historical 
events, including in one instance a governor carrying a 
brick basket (the Babylonian equivalent of laying a corner­
stone ). ̂

The beginning of an "illustrated press" appeared in 
early illuminated manuscripts of the ancient Egyptians. 
These led craftsmen to experiment with woodcuts, which 
resulted in a type of news sheet— one-page, one-shot

The Complete Book of Press Photography (New York: National Press
Photographers Association, Inc., 1950), p.8
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illustrations that recorded the story of an event. As
engravers became more proficient, these illustrated news

2accounts grew m  popularity.
Ironically, the beginning of photojournalistic 

renderings and social comment in illustrations evolved not 
from these early pictorial records but from the artistic 
interpretations of two eighteenth century artists, William 
Hogarth and Francisco Jose' de Goya y Lucientes. Hogarth 
(1697 to 1764), a London painter during an era when pretti­
ness and pomp were fashionable, introduced blunt honesty 
into his paintings as commentary on the English social 
structure and its morals. Lucientes (1746 to 1828), a 
Spanish artist, achieved his fame soon after Hogarth by
documenting the brutal life and times of the war-torn and

3corrupt S p a m  m  which he lived.
Newspapers did not wait for the coming of photography

to illustrate their pages. Cartoons and drawings were used
to a limited extent in the early English and American

4Colonial press.

2 Clifton C. Edom, Photojournalism Principles and Practices (Dubuque, 
Iowa: William C. Brown Co., 1976), p.l.
3 Milton Feinberg, Techniques of Photojournalism (New York: Wiley-*
Interscience, 1970), p.3.
4 Robert B. Rhode, Floyd H. McCall, Press Photography: Reporting With 
A Camera (New York: Macmillan Co., 1961), p.19.
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A humorous example of that period appeared in a 1724 issue 
of Parker’s London News. A woodcut illustration showed a 
step-by-step diagram of an eclipse of the sun. In the
illustration the sun is characterized with smiling, dimple-

5 ■ ■faced human features. Ben Franklin’s famous "Join or Die"
political cartoon appeared in the Pennsylvania Gazette in
1754. Franklin included the illustration with his
editorial to heighten the effect of his call for a united

7common defense m  a presumed war with France.

Benjamin Franklin . The Pennsylvania Gazette, M ay 9, 1754.

5 The Complete Book of Press Photography, p.9.
c
Rhode and McCall, p.19.

7 Oliver Gramling, AP: The Story of News (New York: Farrar and Rinehart, 
Inc., 1940), p.330.
3

Richard Spencer, Editorial Cartooning (Ames, Iowa: Iowa State College 
Press, 1949), p. 37.
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In 1770 Paul Revere depicted five coffins to illustrate
the Boston Gazette1s account of the funeral of the victims

gof the "Boston Massacre."
Though those early illustrations did little to enliven 

the drab pages of early newspapers, the political cartoon 
was the mainstay of the illustrated press through the first 
half of the nineteenth century when the "artist on the spot" 
began to publish depictions of newsworthy events.

One of the first efforts (although probably not 
consciously) at news illustration was a lithographic print, 
"Ruins of the Merchants' Exchange N.Y. After the Destructive 
Conflagration of Dec. 16 & 17, 1835," produced by Nathaniel 
Currier, a struggling young lithographer in New York, who 
offered copies of this print for sale four days after the 
fire. The speed with which the print was made was something 
of a sensation for that time and established Currier's local 
reputation.

Historians acknowledge a two-column woodcut in the New
York Herald of the same fire to be the first indirect use of
photography to illustrate the news since the cut was pur-

11portedly engraved from a photograph of the scene.

9 Rhode and McCall, p.19.

Rhode and McCall, p. 19. 

^  Gramling, p. 331.
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Currier continued to transform sketches of events that 
caught his fancy into plates for his lithographs but he 
apparently never forgot the success of his Merchants' 
Exchange "news lithograph," for in January 1840, the steam­
boat Lexington burned in Long Island Sound and Currier, 
obviously recognizing the news value, promptly produced a 
lithograph of the tragedy accompanied by a seven column 
story describing the wreck. His news sheet, distributed 
three days after the disaster, attracted national acclaim. 
Currier quickly made these "spot news" lithographs his
specialty and later formed a widely known partnership with

12James Merritt Ives.
By now the artist, recording with sketches events of 

the day, was accepted as the eyes of news reports. But 
mechanical difficulties incidental to the reproduction of 
picture illustrations in daily newspapers stifled further 
progress in the illustrated press until late in the nine­
teenth century. Most metropolitan daily newspapers in the 
mid-nineteenth century were printed on type-revolving 
presses from type held in curved containers; it was 
impossible to print the flat-surfaced woodcuts on the same 
presses, so at least two press runs were required for 
illustrated news sheets. It was left to the illustrated

Russell Crouse, Mr. Currier and Mr. Ives: A Note On Their Lives
and Times (New York: Garden City Publishing Co., Inc., 1936), p. 4.
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X U S  S X T H A  m .

J n  fu /  C o u fta y ra h u H  o f  tJte S team  B o a t L E X I N G T O N  ! * Long J sU n d  W  on .Vo,
hr *Jnch niftanel’uh' ocatrrtfu tt, cier 100 PERSONS PERISHED

13Nathaniel Currier's first news lithograph, an engraved 
depiction of the burning of the Lexington in Long Island 
Sound accompanied with a detailed description of the fire.

13 Crouse, opposite p. 12.



9

weeklies, with extended preparation time, to further the use
14of pictures with the news.

On May 14, 1842, Herbert Ingram published the first
issue of what came to be considered one of the great picture 
weeklies, The Illustrated London News. On the staff of the 
News was Frank Leslie, an apprentice wood engraver, who 
eventually left the News, moved to New york, worked on 
several papers, and, on December 15, 1855, founded the first 
of his major publications. Frank Leslie1s Illustrated 
Newspaper was a weekly tabloid which depicted events with
large, striking woodcut illustrations about two weeks after

15 .their occurrence. Leslie1s illustrated stories with "a
promptitude in news illustration never before known in
America and not matched by any competitor until after the
Civil War."16

Though early illustrated weekly newspapers labored 
under real difficulty in the rapid production of woodcuts, 
Leslie is credited with devising a team engraving system 
that markedly reduced production time. After the design was 
sketched on it, the engraving block was cut into smaller 
pieces and distributed to a team of engravers. When the

14 Lloyd F. Whiting, "The History, Development and Function of Illustra­
tion in the American Press" (thesis, Montana State University, 1940), p. 
38.
15 Robert Taft, Photography and the American Scene: A Social History
1839 - 1889) (New York: Macmillan Co., 1938), p. 419.

^  Whiting, p. 46.
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engravers completed their work, the pieces were assembled
and bolted together into the finished woodcut. In this way
a large engraving of single-page size, which would have
requird one engraver three weeks to produce, could be com-

15pleted m  a day.

FRANK LESLIE’S ILLUSTRATED NEWSPAPER.

KIU*XD US T il*  AITACK OS TUB WIXWM BAJLWAY, TA SB (WaT TO lUiUJi ftULMM.

A woodcut engraving from Leslie1s showing the separation 
lines that vindicate the block was cut in pieces for team 
engraving.

17 Taft, p. 420.
18 "Exhuming the bodies of Union soldiers killed in the attack on the 
Weldon Railway, Va., to be sent to their friends." Frank Leslies1s 
Illustrated Newspaper, January 21, 1864, p. 277.
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In 1857, following Leslie's success, Fletcher Harper
began publishing Harper's Weekly on the notion that
including pictorial news of the day, especially of those
events close to the lives and experiences of the readers,

19would increase circulation. This proved to be true, for 
Harper's became one of the most popular illustrated news­
papers of that period.

In 1873 the first daily newspaper in the United States 
to use illustrations regularly, the New York Daily Graphic, 
was founded. Bedeviled by mechanical and financial diffi­
culties directly related to pictures, the paper survived 
only 16 years.20

The costs claimed by Harper1s in 1865, $30 per
engraving, and Leslie's in 1873, $4,000 per week for art-

21work, indicate the expense of illustrating.
Joseph Pulitzer's experience with the New York World,

which he bought in 1883, best exemplifies the public's
increasing demand for pictures with the news. The following
quote is from an 1885 story about the World's success:

It is the woodcuts that gives [sic] the World its 
unparalleled circulation. When Joseph Pulitzer 
went to Europe he was a little undecided about the 
woodcuts. He left orders to gradually get rid of 
them, as he thought it tended to lower the dignity

19 Taft, p. 419.
20 Ibid., p. 427.

21 Whiting, p. 56.
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of his paper, and he was not satisfied that the 
cuts helped in its circulation. After Pulitzer 
was on the Atlantic Col. Cockerill began to carry 
out the expressed wishes of its editor and pro­
prietor. He found, however, that the circulation 
of the newspaper went with the cuts, and like the 
good newspaper general that he is, he instantly 
changed his tactics. He put in more cuts than 
ever, and the circulation rose like a thermometer 
on a hot day, until it reached over 230,000 on the 
day of Grant's funeral. This ought to be con­
clusive as to the influence of woodcuts on the 
circulation of a newspaper.

The popularity of woodcuts notwithstanding, increased 
technological sophistication resulted in the marriage of 
engraving to photography and diminished the role of the 
artist.

Although the newspaper was yet to witness its first 
halftone photograph, experimenters discovered a light- 
sensitive liquid emulsion that could be spread on engraving 
blocks to allow a picture, either line work or photograph, 
to be reproduced directly onto the engraving block without 
the time-consuming and difficult task of manually drawing 
the picture in reverse on the block. An emulsion-coated 
block also facilitated enlargement or reduction of the 
original picture.

The collodion process, first used about 1855 and in
common use by 1866, also marked the beginning of the resis-

23tance by sketch artists and engravers to photography. W.J.

22 Taft, pp. 427-428.

23 Taft, p. 422.



13

Linton, a noted artist and wood engraver of that period,
attacked photography in his book Wood Engraving, A Manual of
Instruction. He wrote, "It [photography] was invented by or
for artists who could not draw on wood.... Beware of photo- 

24graphy....11
Scribner * s Monthly for March 1880, (interestingly, the 

month and year of the first halftone to appear in a news­
paper) countered Linton's attack with this comment:

Where we have liked the new style, it has not been 
because of the technique, but of the results....
The very men whose experiments Mr. Linton decries 
may yet prove that, even with his methods, better 
results aps obtainable than his school has yet 
produced.
Century Magazine preferred not to become embroiled and 

conceded that the ultimate would be a combination, as prac­
ticed by Eric Pape, of halftone photoengraving and hand 

26engraving.
Aside from technical problems and aesthetic differences

of opinion, editors and publishers also resisted using
photography because in that formative period the quality of

27reproduction could not match detailed woodcuts.
While controversy raged in the back shops and editorial 

offices of newspapers, photographers were making monumental

24 Edom, p . 6.
25 Ibid., p. 8.

26 Ibid, p. 12.

27 Ibid., p. 6.
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strides in the development and acceptance of photojournal­
ism. Though the sketch artist still dominated in news 
illustration, many of the woodcuts were based on views 
provided by photographers. One of the earliest examples of 
a photo journalistic effort was the coverage in 1855 of the
Crimean War by Roger Fenton for Agnew's, a lithographic

28print publishing firm. The Illustrated London News based
29many of its woodcuts on Fenton’s photographs as well.

The static scenes depicted by Fenton contrast markedly
with the action shots in the two world wars, but this early
initiative laid the foundation for the beginnings of
realistic photo documentation. The American Civil War
provided an opportunity for photographers to record news and
history. Matthew Brady’s coverage of the War in all its
horror has been termed "one of the greatest achievements in

30the annals of photography.” Brady and his crew compiled 
an impressive collection of more than 7,000 negatives though 
few were reproduced in newspapers because the halftone 
screening process was not yet perfected. This feat remains 
a benchmark of photojournalistic enterprise.

Michel F. Braive, The Photograph: A Social History (New York:
McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1966), p. 225.
29 Edom, p. 2.
30 Rhode and McCall, p. 15.
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The rewards for these early documentary efforts were
few, if any. Fenton contracted cholera, so returned,
exhausted and ill, to England after more than a year of work
at the Crimean front only to give up photography in 1862 and

31spend the rest of his life as an attorney.
Brady, one of the country's foremost portrait photo­

graphers at the outbreak of the Civil War, invested $100,000 
to employ, train and outfit 20 war photographers. He 
assembled an extensive pictorial record, which he presumed 
the government would want to purchase. But as hostilities 
subsided, everyone wished only to forget the brutality of 
war. Interest in his project quickly faded.

In 1871 a proposal was made that the Library of Con­
gress buy the Brady National Collection, which included, in 
addition to the war negatives, about 1,000 portrait nega­
tives of prominent people of that period, but no action was 
taken. Finally, in 1874, in default of storage payments,
6,000 of the approximately 8,000 negatives were sold at 
auction. The U.S. War Department acquired them for a token 
sum. Brady eventually was awarded $25,000 by Congressional 
appropriation for copyright to the 6,000 negatives, but by

Beaumont Newhall, The History of Photography From 1839 To The 
Present Day (New York: The Museum of Modern Art, 1949), p. 222.
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this time he was so far in debt that this sum did little to
pull him out of his impoverished state. He died in the poor

32ward of a New York hospital.
The courtship of engraving and photograpy was far from 

a blissful one. Three major obstacles had to be overcome 
before photography was useful to the engraver. The collodion 
film had to be modified or improved so it did not peel up 
from the engraving block, thereby destroying the image to be 
copied. The light-sensitive silver nitrate used in the film 
emulsion had to be kept from sinking into the wooden block 
because it turned black when exposed to light and prevented 
the engraver from seeing his work. And warping and absorp­
tion of moisture by the wood in coating the block had to be 

33prevented.
Though the first step in the photomechanical reproduc­

tion of pictures was taken, the camera did not conquer 
journalism as speedily as its own technical development 
might have permitted. The first daily newspaper to be 
exclusively illustrated with photographs did not appear 
until January 7, 1904, when The (London) Daily Mirror was
founded. But as early as 1840 photographers were treatening 
the dominance of the artist as recorder of public ceremonies

32 Helmut and Alison Gernsheim, The History of Photography From The 
Earliest Use of the Camera Obscura in the Eleventh Century up to 1914 
(London: Oxford University Press, 1955), pp. 208-209.

33 Whiting, pp. 55-56.



17

and events. The first news photo, a daguerreotype of the 
ruins of Hamburg after a four-day fire in May 1842, was 
taken by Friedrich Stelzner and Hermann Biow, coincidentally 
at the same time that the first issue of the first illus­
trated (by woodcut) newspaper, The Illustrated London News,
went to press. The News published a woodcut engraving of

34the fire unaware of the work of Stelzner and Blow.
Montana history, in a roundabout way, contributed to 

the historical development of photojournalism. An 1848 
daguerreotype depicted noted Irish revolutionary Thomas 
Francis Meagher with William Smith O ’Brien, fellow leader of 
the abortive insurrection by the Young Ireland movement 
while the pair was incarcerated in the Clonmell Jail. The 
daguerreotype was subsequently lithographed and distributed 
as one of the first pieces of photographic propaganda as 
nationalists played on public sympathy for Meagher and 
O ’Brien. Public opinion was effectively swayed as the 
influential and widely respected activists' death sentence 
for high treason was commuted to transport to Tasmania for 
life. O'Brien was subsequently pardoned in 1854 and Meagher 
escaped to America to serve as a Union Army Brigadier 
General in the Civil War.33

34 Gernsheim, p. 203.

35 Ibid., p. 203
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Following the war Meagher was appointed Territorial 
Secretary of Montana in 1865, but almost immediately upon 
his arrival in Montana he found himself acting as terri­
torial governor until July 1866 in the absence of Sidney 
Edgerton. Meagher again acted as governor from October
1866 until June 1867 when Green Clay Smith traveled to
Washington, D.C., in an effort to secure statehood for

37 . . .Montana. Meagher’s colorful life ended with his apparent
8ftdrowning July 1, 1867.

36 Ralph C. Henry, Our Land Montana, 2d Ed., (Helena, Montana: State 
Publishing Co., 1963), p. 271.

37 Ibid., p. 274.
38 Henry gives the following account of Meagher's death in Our Land 
Montana (p. 275):

"—  Here a long-time friend, Johnny Doran, pilot of the river 
boat G.A. Thompson just up from St. Louis and tied on the Fort 
Benton dock, appeared. The two men shook hands and Meagher, 
breathing hard, told Doran that someone was out to kill him.

"Doran suggested that Meagher spend the night in a stateroom 
on the river boat....

"At midnight a sentry on the boat heard a noise at the stern, 
glimpsed a white figure. An officer out for a breath of air, 
he thought, and turned his back. Then, above the flow of the 
river, he heard a splash. He turned and ran back, shouting 
the alarm. 'Man overboard!1 He thought a couple of dim 
figures skulked away into the shadows, but he was not sure.

"Meagher's stateroom was empty when Doran reached it. It may 
be that this man, who fought so successfully, had deliberately 
drowned himself; it may be that he had accidentally fallen 
overboard; or it may be that those vague figures the sentry 
glimpsed were assassins.
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Photographic 
reporting became 
more in evidence 
after 1863. Enter­
prising individuals 
sold news photos in 
the form of photo­
graphic prints,
lithographs, stereo­
scopic slides and 
postcards. But a 
distinction must be 
made between photos

Thomas Francis Meagher, standing, 
right, and William Smith O ’Brien, 
seated, while.qincarcerated in the 
Clonmell Jail

(Continued)
"Or it may be that Thomas Francis Meagher had decided to seek a new 
field, a new life— that he swam ashore, managed to leave the 
country, sought under a new name a new life on some other conti­
nent."

39 Gernsheim, plate 160.
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made on the spur of the moment (spot news) and those that
were prearranged, the most common news photo until rela-

40tively recently*
The growth in popularity of photographs can be directly 

attributed to the use of illustrations in the press, but 
engravings and photographs long continued to be regarded as 
interchangeable and served the same end until two critical 
photographic improvements, although years apart, led ulti­
mately to the use of photographs in newspapers. In 1840, 
soon after the introduction of the daguerreotype, William 
Henry Fox Talbot, a pioneer in photograchic technology, 
developed a practical, workable method of producing a nega­
tive from which prints could be made. Forty years later 
Stephen H. Horgan finally facilitated the use of photographs 
in newspapers with the introduction of a halftone process
that made possible quick and cheap reproduction of photo-

41graphs m  conjunction with words set m  type.
"Before the halftone, most people’s knowledge of what 

was going on in the world depended upon the accuracy or 
fallibility of writers and sketchers and imagination.

40 Ibid, p. 344.
41 Arthur Rothstein, Photojournalism: Pictures for Magazines and 
Newspaper (New York: American Photographic Book Publishing Co., Inc., 
1956), pp. 1-3.
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Printed photographs confirmed the accuracy and exposed the
fallibility of writers, and superseded sketches and the

42imagination with reality."
Early news photographers worked anonymously and were

handicapped by unsympathetic editors and reporters who
regarded them as a "necessary evil" tolerated only to meet 

. . 43competition. Nearsighted editors, unable to perceive the
important role of photography, thought of pictures as static
story illustrations useful as a means of breaking up gray

44columns of type. But this outlook changed with the coming 
of World War II. Fewer than 50 years after the first use of 
photographs in the press, the war was photographed so exten­
sively and photos reproduced so widely and so well that the
man on the street came to think of the war in terms of

45pictures and pictures m  terms of news.
Today we take for granted photography as a regular

feature of the press: "The photograph is not the newest but
it is the most important instrument of journalism which has

46been developed since the printing press." The camera,

42 Rhode and McCall, p. vii.
43 Edom, p. 26.
44 Rhode and McCall, p. 6.
45 The Complete Book of Press Photography, p.9.
46 Taft, p. 449.
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like the automobile, has made the world a smaller place and 
has helped people in all parts of the world to understand 
people from other parts of the world. The fact that photo­
graphy conveys its information visually lends itself to 
several inherent advantages— the image is comprehended 
quickly because the brain has to complete only one mental 
step, the visual image knows no language barriers, and a
photograph can usually be understood by even the least

47literate person.

47 The Complete Book of Press Photography, p. 11.
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Chapter 2

Photgraphy: The Technology of Preserving Latent Images

Although the principle of reflected light creating an
image when projected through a tiny opening dates at least
from the time of Aristotle in the fourth century B.C., the
first practical application, and its first relationship to
photography, occurred when the sixteenth century Italians
described an aid to artists called the "camera obscura," a
box with a pinhole projecting lens which faithfully
recreated scenes directed through it for reproduction by the 

1artist.
Until about 1822 it was not possible to capture the 

image permanently other than through the artist’s pen. At 
this time Joseph Nicephore Niepce, a French inventor, had 
some success in permanently fixing in light-sensitive silver 
salts the camera’s image. At about the same time as 
Niepce’s discovery, Louis Jacques Mande Daguerre, unbe­
knownst to Niepce, was conducting similar experiements in
another part of France. Daguerre heard of Niepce’s success

, . . . . 2 and initiated a "polite but distrustful" correspondence.

1 John Hedgecoe, The Book of Photography (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
Inc., 1976) p. 18.

2 Rhode and McCall, p. 11.
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Three years later Niepce and Daguerre formed a partner­
ship that ended with Niepce's death in 1833. Daguerre 
continued with the experiments and on January 7, 1839 (the
generally accepted beginning of photography), revealed the

3daguerreotype process to the French Academy of Sciences.
The daguerreotype was made on a copper sheet plated 

with highly polished silver. The plate was sensitized by 
being placed in a box, silver side down, over a container of 
iodine crystals. The rising vapor from the iodine reacted 
with the silver plating, producing the light-sensitve com­
pound silver iodide. Exposure was accomplished by placing 
the plate in a camera where the light reflected from an 
object or scene through the camera's lens created a "latent 
image" on the plate. The plate was then removed from the 
camera and developed to reveal the image. Development was 
accomplished by again placing the plate silver side down in 
a box over a container of heated mercury. The vapor from 
the heated mercury reacted with the exposed areas of the 
plate— wherever light struck the plate mercury vapor formed 
a frostlike amalgam, or alloy, with the silver; where no 
light struck the plate, no amalgam was formed and when

3 Barbara and John Upton, Photography (Boston: Educational Associates 
div. of Little, Brown and Co., 1976), pp. 3-4.
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washed with sodium thiosulphate the unaffected silver iodide
was dissolved and the remaining amalgam was "fixed” into the

4plate m  the form of an image.
But the mysterious, miraculous daguerreotype had three

major disadvantages: 1) each plate was unique, and a plate
could not be reproduced since a positive metal plate was the
end result of the daguerreotype process; 2) the exposures
required were long, especially in contrast to the fraction-

5of-a-second exposures common today; 3) the poisonous
mercury vapor could be lethal in the hands of an inexperi-
enced or careless individual.

It wasn't long before one of the disadvantages was
overcome. In 1840 William Henry Fox Talbot, an English
scientist, announced the perfection of a technique for
making a negative from which positive prints could be 

7derived. His process, variously called talbotype or calo-

4 Ibid., p. 4.

 ̂Rhode and McCall, p. 11.

6 Upton, p. 4.
7 The English astronomer Sir John F.W. Herschel proposed the words 
"photography," "negative," and "positive" and laid the basis for photo­
chemistry in his studies of what he described as "actinochemistry," the
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type, was immediately compared to the daguerreotype. Viewers 
were disappointed with the calotype's misty, faded image 
caused by the paper fibers' softening effect. The public 
judged the calotype to be of inferior quality to the 
daguerreotype and Talbot's pioneering initiative was not the

oharbinger of prolific photographic publishing.
The next step in photographic technology, also based on

a negative/positive process, made the daguerreotype a
collector's curiosity. In 1851 an English architect,
Frederick Scott Archer, introduced the collodion wet-plate
process, which virtually all photographers came to use until
the development of the gelatin dry-plate about 30 years 

olater.
To make a wet-plate the photographer coated a uniformly 

transparent and chemically inert glass plate with an even 
layer of collodion, to which an iodide or bromide had been 
added. The plate was then soaked in a bath of silver nitrate 
to form light-sensitive silver iodide or silver bromide.

7 (Continued) reaction of light-sensitve material to invisible and 
visible radiation. He also invented several types of photographic 
printing papers and suggested to Talbot that he use NA2 S2 O2  (hyposulfite 
of soda, hence "hypo") instead of table salt to fix his images. The 
Encyclopedia of Photography, 1974 ed., s.v. "Sir John F.W. Herschel," by 
Beaumont Newhall.

® Upton, p. 6.

^ Ibid., p. 8.
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The plate, still wet, was placed in a light-tight holder 
which was put in the camera. After exposure the plate was 
developed immediately in pyrogallic acid or ferrous sul­
phate.1^

When developed, the collodion plate with no backing 
produced a negative from which prints could be made. But 
backings of black velvet, black paint or black paper trans­
formed the negative into a positive called an ambrotype 
(imitation daguerreotype), if the same collodion emulsion 
was coated onto an enameled metal plate, a tintype resulted.

The collodion process combined the sharpness of the 
daguerreotype with the reproducibility of the calotype, and 
a more sensitve emulsion allowed relatively " short1' expo­
sures of five seconds. However, the cumbersome, fragile 
glass plates and the inconvenience of the whole procedure 
proved to be serious disadvantages.

Coating a plate required nimble fingers, flexible 
wrists and practical timing. A mixture of collo­
dion and potassium iodide was poured onto the 
middle of the plate. The photographer held the 
glass by the edges and tilted it back and forth 
and from side to side until the surface was evenly 
covered. The excess collodion was poured back 
into its container. Then the plate was sensitized 
by being dipped in a bath of silver nitrate. It 
was exposed for a latent image while still damp, 
developed in pyrogallic acid or iron sulfate,

^  Robert B. Rhode and Floyd H. McCall, Introduction to Photography, 3d 
ed. (New York: Macmillan Co., 1976), p. 3.
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fixed, washed and dried. All this was done right 
where the photograph was taken, which meant wher­
ever the photographer was able to lug a complete 
darkroom.
Because of the loss of sensitivity of wet plates as 

they dried and because excess silver nitrate crystallized on 
the surface of the plates when the collodion dried, thereby 
spoiling the plates, the search for an alternative con­
tinued. In 1871 R.L. Maddox, a British physician and amateur 
photographer, made a light-sensitive emulsion with gelatin 
instead of collodion. Silver nitrate crystals also 
collected on the gelatin as it dried, but these could be 
washed off without ruining the light-sensitive properties of 
the emulsion. A serendipitous advantage of the gelatin 
emulsion was reduced exposure time because of increased 
light sensitivity caused by heating the emulsion after 
washing. Another outgrowth of the gelatin emulsion was the 
ability to spread the emulsion on paper to make prints and, 
because of the increased sensitivity, enlargements by 
artificial light. Experiments continued and by 1879 the 
first dry plates were available commercially. Manufactured 
plates were purchased by photographers, exposed and often

11 Upton, p. 8.
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returned to the manufacturer for processing. But negatives
12were still possible only on the fragile glass plates.

Finally, the breakthrough that turned photography into 
a national pastime and facilitated its common use in news­
papers occurred in 1884 with the introduction of roll film. 
George Eastman and W.H. Walker discovered a means of
spreading the gelatin photo emulsion onto a role of paper

13that could be wound into a camera to be exposed. A few
years later, Hannibal Goodwin invented a transparent,
flexible cellulose film base similar to that used today.
Cellulose roll film, combined with Eastman's Kodak snapshot
camera, made it possible for anyone to be a photographer.
When Eastman introduced the Kodak camera in 1888, it was an
international sensation. The small, hand-held camera was
pre-loaded with enough film for 100 pictures. After these
were exposed the camera was returned to the Eastman firm,
where the film was processed, the camera re-loaded and

14returned to its owner.
Undoubtedly, the speed and efficiency associated with 

roll film and dry gelatin emulsion did much to speed the use 
of photography by the press.

12 Rhode and McCall, Press Photography, p. 18.
1 3  t Is 1 **3Ibid.

^  Upton, p. 16.
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Chapter 3

Halftone Images: Photomechanical Bar Mitzvah

The use of illustrations evolved from the development 
of a number of relatively simple photomechanical printing 
processes.

The stereotype was commonly used until the early 1850s. 
It was made by pressing a block with a relief engraving of 
the illustration to be reproduced into a clay or wax bed, 
then pouring molten metal into the impression left by the 
engraving. The metal cast was locked into the chase and 
inked in preparation for printing. Akin to the stereotype 
was the electrotype, which employed the same procedure 
except that before the impression was made the wax or clay 
was coated with carbon and metallic copper was deposited on 
the wax or clay electrolytically. When the copper deposit 
was stripped from the wax and backed with type metal, the 
illustration was ready for the printing press. The electro­
type superseded the stereotype with the introduction of the 
electric dynamo, which made electrotype production much 
quicker and easier than stereotype production.1

1 Taft, p. 422.
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The zinc etching was originated by a Paris litho­
grapher, Gillot, in 1859. A zinc plate was coated with a 
mixture of egg white (albumen) and light-sensitive potassium 
bichromate. A mirror image negative of the line drawing was 
placed against the plate, then exposed to light. After 
exposure the plate was lightly inked and washed in cold 
water. The washing dissolved the coating where the light 
could not penetrate the negative (light area in positive 
original), leaving hardened lines of the coating where the 
light was transmitted through the transparent parts of the 
negative (black lines in the original). The plate was inked 
again and washed with acid that attacked the uncoated 
portions of zinc, leaving a relief image suitable for 
printing when backed on wood. The zinc etching also could 
be bent to fit the contour of the rotary press, which
facilitated the use of illustrations on the metropolitan

. . . 2 dailies’ high-speed presses.
The most popular method of printing illustrations in 

the early 1880s was the swelled-gelatin method, or Levy- 
type, developed by Louis E. Levy and David Bachrach Jr. The 
illustration to be reproduced was copied in reverse by photo­
graphing a mirror image of the original. The negative was 
placed over a heavy glass plate coated with a mixture of

2 Ibid., p. 423.
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gelatin and bichromate. Like the albumen mixture for a zinc
plate, the bichromated gelatin hardened after exposure to
light. Upon washing in cold water, the unexposed portions
of the gelatin absorbed water and swelled, but the exposed
lines of the drawing did not. A relief was obtained by
pouring a plaster of Paris paste over the plate. When this
hardened it was used to obtain a wax impression from which

3an electrotype relief could be made.
Other methods of platemaking occasionally used by the 

newspapers but mostly confined to the book trade included 
the chalk plate process and Woodburytype and Albertype 
methods. All were limited to specific types of paper on 
special presses, representative of the problems that had to 
be overcome before photography was widely used in the news 
press. Not only did the industry have to devise plates that 
were compatible with high-speed rotary presses and news 
print, but a method of reproducing the tonal variations in 
photographs had to be developed before printed photographs 
became a reality. The manually engraved woodcuts had an 
advantage over the early photomechanical methods, for the 
illusion of tone could be created by varying the number of 
relief lines or dots in the engraving.

3 Ibid., p. 426.

4 Ibid, pp. 427, 430-432.
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As early as 1852 Henry Fox Talbot had obtained a patent
for a halftone process. He placed silk gauze between the
photographic negative and a light-sensitive surface that
eventually was to become the printing plate, but his hope of
achieving the necessary reticulation to reproduce tonal

5values was unsuccessful.
In 1865, R.W. Von Eggloffstein obtained the first U.S. 

patent for a photo-engraving process that employed a screen, 
a glass plate with 300 ruled lines to the inch, which was 
placed against the negative from which a printing block would 
be made.6

In the December 2, 1873, New York Daily Graphic, a
halftone illustration was reproduced by William A. Leggo, an 
American pioneer in photomechanical reproduction. He used a 
modification of the Albertype method of platemaking to 
reproduce "Steinway Hall," but this is not generally 
accepted as the "first11 halftone reproduction, for that 
issue of the paper required two printings— one for the print

7and one for the photograph.

5 Ibid., p. 436.

6 Ibid.

7 Ibid., p. 433 (footnote).
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Historians credit 
another New York Daily 
Graphic employee, Stephen 
H. Horgan, with devising 
a screening process for 
the " first1' halftone 
print of a photograph in 
an American newspaper.
An early notebook of 
Horganfs reveals that as 
early as 1875 he was 
experimenting with per­
forated cardboard screen­
ing to reproduce tonal 
gradations in photo­
graphs.8 9

In 1874 Horgan, a noted illustrator and wood engraver 
who had served his apprenticeship in a tintyper’s gallery 
and with New York photographer Abraham Bogardus, went to 
work for the New York Daily Graphic as a photographer. He 
soon became manager of the extensive photomechanical depart­
ment. Horgan continued his halftone experiments and

8 Edom, p. 16.
9 William Innes, "The Truth About the Halftone Process," Inland Printer, 
June 1927, pp. 422-424, cited by Whiting, p. 174.

S te inw ay  H all
The first halftone appearing in any daily paper, and the first dated Ameri­
can halftone. The original is ,i lithographic crnss-lint production 100 lines 
to the inch. This is a fa ith fu l reproduction, one third si/c. no retouching. 

From the D a ily  G raphic, Dercmlrer 187,1. Done l>y l.rggo brothers, 
from a photograph by I ’arli.
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“  Shantytown "
lh i>  p r in t  has lu r n  w id e ly  h u t e rron eo us ly  ad ve rt i < <1 t i i  t in  h o > in n in x  <>f halft«**n* M and 1 t in  c . i t l i r d  d . i t n l  h . i l lk n n . * ' I t  i> ,i s ing le  l in e  titln > K r.i| ih h  tu it io n *  
t om  tin  D a ily  (Graphic  ( if M a rch  4, 1 8 *0 , m .rih by  S tephen I I  H o rg a n  t«« show one o f th e  d iffe re n t l i lh o g ia p h ic  m ethods v th o l i  h id  Ih « ii u x x l by  th a t 

•\( (O fn p jn s  in#  u l i l o r u l  ( o tn im i . t  ib -  no t t i . i tm  t lu  «*. U  th% In  I ai»|n a i.n n  r  o f I h r pn «« v  S |,.j n« a>  H a ll "  h .n l a p ^ a i is l  , n r r  ax  > n r .  U t  a

10
on March 14, 1880, successfully published Henry J. Newton's
photograph 11 Shantytown. "1 ̂

Horgan obtained a printing block by interposing a
screen of fine parallel ruled lines between a negative of
the photograph and a light-sensitive surface of bichromated
gelatin spread on a printing block. The screen was made by
photographing slightly out of focus on a wet collodion plate
mechanically ruled parallel lines. After exposure and
development, the collodion emulsion was stripped from the

12glasss plate and used as the screen.

11 Taft, pp. 416, 437.

12 Ibid., p. 436.
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Because of the cumbersome screen-making procedure and
the resistance of printers who scoffed at the possibility of
ever applying the halftone process to the fast rotary
presses, wide use of halftone photographs was delayed many
years and as late as 1890 the woodcut remained the mainstay

13of press illustration.
No definite record of halftones exists from the first

in 1880 until 1894, when the Boston Journal published a
stereotype halftone. Mechanical difficulties prevented

14further use of halftones in that paper.
On February 21, 1893, Max and Louis Levy patented a

screen-making process that was to change the appearance of
newspapers. A few years after the Levy brothers introduced
their glass crosshatched screen, halftones became a regular
feature of the daily press and the Levy name became noted as

15the mark of quality m  screen manufacturing.
According to the Levy technique, furrows were etched 

into a glass plate and filled with an opaque substance. Two 
etched plates were placed together with opaque lines facing 
inward and crossing at right angles to create a crosshatched

13 Ibid., p. 440.

14 Ibid., p. 446.

13 Ibid., p. 440.
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halftone screen which, when used in making the image repro-
1 6duction for the plate, created tonal gradations.

The emergence of the halftone as a regular feature in 
American newspapers is generally accepted as January 21, 
1897, when the New York Tribune ran a front-page halftone 
illustration of the newly elected senator from New York, 
Thomas C. Platt. Within the next two months the Tribune 
used two-dozen halftones. A few papers followed the 
Tribune1s lead, but it took another ten years, primarily 
because of conservative publishers who opposed illustration 
in any form, before the halftone was commonly adopted by the 
press.17

Stephen Horgan, also was responsible for the halftone 
of Senator Platt used by the Tribune. In the early 1890s 
Horgan was lured away from the New York Daily Graphic by a 
job offer from James Gordon Bennett Jr., publisher of the 
New York Herald. Bennett apparently offered Horgan a 
position as art director for life in an attempt to recover 
circulation losses caused by competition from the exten­
sively illustrated New York World. Everyone on the staff of 
the Herald opposed the halftone process proposed by Horgan. 
In fact, Horgan was fired after only two years because a 
senior pressman reportedly told Bennett that any

16 Edom, p. 20.

17 Taft, p. 446.
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man who thought a halftone could be printed in the daily 
newspaper was crazy. After leaving the Herald, Horgan went 
to work for Whitelaw Reid, New York Tribune publisher, who 
supported Horgan’s experiments. Horgan eventually developed 
a means of using halftone stereotypes on the Tribune’s 
high-speed web perfecting presses.18

In its infancy the halftone was no match for quality
wood engraving, but economy and speed of production were the
key factors to its success. For example, a full-page wood-
cut cost from $75 to $250 and required three to four weeks
for a single engraver to complete. A similar halftone could

19be completed in an afternoon for $9 to $12. In addition, 
the public’s partiality to illustrations forced publishers 
to convert to halftones.

The invention and perfection of the halftone process 
paralleled a technical revolution in photography. Dry 
plates, flexible film, anastigmat lenses and hand-held 
cameras made it possible to produce good quality negatives 
of a greater variety of subjects more quickly and easily 
than ever before.

18 Whiting, p. 90.

18 Ibid., p. 64.
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Chapter 4
Cameras and Flash: Tools of the Trade

Cameras
The camera name most often associated with early photo­

journalism is, without question, the Graflex. This camera 
was the standard by which all others in the profession were 
judged in the early twentieth century. The Graflex, first 
offered in 1902, came in either a 4-by 5-inch negative size 
or a 5-by 7-inch. From 1907 until 1923 the 5 by 7 Press 
Graf lex was the most widely used news camera. Until 1915, 
when cut and sheet film were added as options, glass plates

iwere standard.
In 1910 a German camera, the Icatrix, was introduced.

Fitted with a Zeiss 4.5 lens, it was purported by its manu-
ofacturer to be the most popular news camera. But Graf lex, 

Inc., introduced, in 1912, the Speed Graphic, which Graflex
3claimed 94 percent of press photographers used. Regardless 

of manufacturers' boasts and trade names, the press camera 
revolutionized photojournalism.

The press camera had numerous advantages: its negative 
was large and easy to handle; the negative could be processed

1 Rhode and McCall, Press Photography, p. 26.
2 Whiting, p. 108.

3 Rhode and McCall, p. 26.
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quickly; good quality enlargements were the rule from such a 
large negative; a variety of film types (sheet, film packs, 
glass plates, roll and Polaroid when it was invented) was 
compatible with the camera, and lenses were easily inter­
changeable with compensating tilts, swings and shifts for 
perspective control. Since early news photographers had no
choice, the press camera's major drawback, the 9-pound bulk

4and large size, was accepted without question.
In the 1920's a German firm, Franke and Heidecke, began 

manufacturing a lighter, more compact, easier-to-handle 
camera with a negative still large enough to preserve good 
quality. The Rolleiflex 2^-inch square camera became

5extremely popular as a news camera.
At about the time the Rolleiflex was introduced, 

another German manufacturer, Ernst Leitz Optical Co., 
assigned Oskar Barnack to develop a "miniature" camera. 
The specialty camera was to be used in testing 35mm motion 
picture film, but because it could produce negatives under 
difficult lighting it became acknowledged as a still camera 
and was introduced at the 1925 Leipzig Fair as the "Leica," 
the world's first 35mm camera. But the "miniature" camera 
didn't immediately meet with the popularity enjoyed today.

^ Ibid., pp. 34-36. 

5 Ibid., p. 37.
g

Feinberg, p. 3.
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Disadvantages of grain and slow processing combined with the 
introduction of flash, which seemed to obviate the need for 
the fast lenses of the 35mm, outweighed its size and weight

7advantages.
Today the 35mm camera is the workhorse of news photo­

graphers. Faster films and improved developers have over­
come the early technical deficiencies of the small-format 
camera, and its lighter, more portable size has allowed the 
photographer to achieve better photo angles. Cost considera­
tions also contributed to acceptance of the smaller format 
cameras. In 1958 when the Associated Press switched from 
large-format press cameras to 2%-inch-square cameras, film 
expenses dropped by more than 50 percent. Savings were also 
apparent in chemicals, film holders and magazines. The AP's 
reasons for the change included better picture quality 
because of lenses of greater depth of focus; lighter, more 
portable equipment allowing the photographer to get in more 
advantageous shooting positions and shoot more frequently;

ptime saved in processing, and an overall cost advantage.
United Press International made photojournalistic 

history in 1958 when a team of seven of its photographers

7 Rhode and McCall, Press Photography, p. 40.
g

James L. Collings, "UPI's Experiment; AP's Big Switch," Editor & 
Publisher, October 18, 1958, p. 46.
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covered the World Series using only 35imn cameras. This was
the first time any picture agency had relied on the "minia-

9ture" camera exclusively to cover a news event.
The future should include more use of half-frame

cameras because of a silver shortage and increasingly
sophisticated technology. Half-frame cameras provide 72
exposures from a conventional 36-exposure 35mm roll of film.
In one instance a small-circulation daily, the Beverly
(Mass.) Times, successfully used the super small format for
more than a year under an experiment conducted by Boston
University’s School of Public Communications.1^

Experts also predict news cameras of a subminiature
11design with film closely akin to videotape. The latest

prediction is for electronic transmitting units that will
send images via radio waves to the newpaper office where
receiving units will translate the electronic signals into 

12pictures. At the RCA Corporation, predictions have
evolved into the design stage as H.R. Krall directs efforts 
to develop a picture-taking device that will rely on

 ̂ Ibid., p. 46.

^  Harris Smith, "Daily Experiments with the Half-Frame," Editor & 
Publisher, March 12, 1966, p. 48.

11 Edom, p. 277.
12 Rhode and McCall, Press Photography, p. 46.
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an electronic scanner to record the image and a computer
memory to preserve the image until the operator is ready to
transform it into a print, Krall claims the camera will be
able to take black-and-white or color pictures in any kind

13of light, even at night, without flash or articial light.
Flash

With his many contributions to photography, William 
Henry Fox Talbot is credited with taking the first photo­
graph exposed by the light from a "flash." In 1851 he made 
a stop-action photograph of a page from the London Times 
attached to a turntable and rotating at high speed. The
light for the exposure was supplied by a spark gap flashed

14from a Leyden jar. "Enough light was created, even for
the very low speed glass plates of that time, by an air

. • 15spark in close proximity to the subject."
Fox’s progressive experiments were not pursued and the

next development in artificial lighting was flash powder,
which, when ignited, created a burst of light sufficient for
exposure. For all its benefit, flash powder was dangerous
and inconvenient. It was common practice for photographers
to fill the flash pan with many times more powder than was

13 "Filmless Camera Design Pressed by RCA, Others," Communication Notes, 
April 1979, p. 2.
14 The Complete Book of Press Photography, p. 69.
15 Bob Astra, "'Doc1 Edgerton speaks about you-know-what, deep sea work 
and 'Nessie1 at New England," Technical Photography, November 1978, p.50.
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needed to insure adequate light, so burns, bruises and, in 
one instance, a lost hand were not uncommon. In addition to 
the danger, the burning powder created a blanket of smoke 
which meant the photographer had just one chance to get his 
shot.

Photographers had three choices, depending on the speed 
desired, in flash powders. The Excel Fire Works Company 
manufactured a red-labeled can, the fastest flash (for 
sports); a yellow-labeled can, slower than red but a 
brighter light, and a blue-labeled can, the slowest but 
brightest flash (for portraits).

Smokeless flash powder was the next refinement, but not 
until 1925 was a superior method of lighting found. Paul 
Vierkotter patented the flash bulb, a glass bulb containing 
an inflammable mixture of gases which were ignited by a weak 
electric current.

Although the flash bulb was an improvement and
preferable to the smoky, noisy, dangerous flash pans, it was
still inconvenient for press photographers because of the
bulb's size (some as large as a football), spontaneous
firings caused by static electricity and electromagnetic
energy, and the inconvenience and delay of replacing the

17bulb after each shot.

16 Kenneth Kobre, Photojournalism: The Professionals' Approach 
(Somerville, Mass.: Curtin & London, Inc., 1980), p. 19.

17 Ibid., p. 20.
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Nonetheless, news photographers were the first to put
the flash bulb to practical use.

In the early days of speedlights, every published 
photograph had a long discussion of the short 
exposure in the caption. The idea behind each 
photograph seemed to be to portray the marvelous 
new photographic methgd and to emphasize the 
briefness of exposure.

The abandonment of this practice with a Joseph Costa photo
of the Louis/Gordon heavyweight title fight in 1940 seemed
to indicate the acceptance of flash as a regular part of
news photography. In fact, a count of the number of photos
exhibited at the annual show by the Press Photographers
Association of New York in 1940 indicated 27 percent had

19been taken with the brilliant "speedlight."
The idea of using an electronic burst of light to 

expose photographs was resurrected more than 80 years after 
Fox’s first effort when Dr. Harold E. Edgerton, a researcher 
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, developed in 
1937 a repeating flash strobe light for studying electric 
motors, his engineering specialty. Following the sugges­
tions of a colleague, Edgerton successfully photographed 
other objects with his strobe light, and electronic flash 
was born.20

18 The Complete Book of Press Photography, p. 68.

19 Ibid., p. 69.

20 Astra, p. 51.



46

Edward Farber, a Milwaukee Journal photographer, was 
responsible for design refinements which made it possible 
for electronic flash to be conveniently used by news photo­
graphers. He designed a flash that could be synchronized 
with any camera's shutter, a feature lacking in Edgerton's 
early efforts, and through a series of design modifications 
honed the weight of the unit from 90 pounds down to 13 by
1941. He powered the unit with a lightweight battery pack

21or household AC.
Electronic flash was refined further as a result of 

World War II. Giant flash equipment was required for night 
aerial photography in scouting missions. The largest 
installation was a 57,600 watt-second unit in a B24 recon­
naissance airplane. The two-ton unit was so powerful its 
illumination allowed night photographs at an altitude of 
20,000 feet.22

2* Kobre, p. 21.
22 The Complete Book of Press Photography, p. 70.
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Chapter 5
Photo Distribution: Delivering Pictures With the News

Preserving the timeliness of news has for the most part 
been more of a problem for photojournalists than for
reporters. During the Franco-Prussian War in 1871,
undeveloped film was sent from the front by carrier pigeon. 
Early Chicago Times photographers also used pigeons to rush 
their film to the office.'*'

As the illustrated press thrived and the demand for 
photographs grew, it was simply a matter of time before
efforts would be made to consolidate the work of photo­
graphers to allow distribution of pictures to all news­
papers, not just the large dailies able to afford photo 
staffs. George Grantham Bain, a man of vision far beyond 
his time, saw such possibility early in the growth of photo­
journalism and formed the first photo agency, Bain News

2Picture Service, m  1895. He is also noted for hiring the 
first woman news photographer, Francis Benjamin Johnston, in 
1900. Bain, recognizing Johnstonfs talent after she sold
some photos to the newly formed picture agency, hired her as

3the firm's representative m  Washington, D.C.

1 Edom, pp. 25-16.

2 Whiting, p. 107
3 Kobre, p. 10.
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Bain News Pictures charged $5 for an ordinary news
photo, with increases based on the importance of the news 

4event.
After 1900, following Bain’s early success, competitors 

began to appear in this new ’’industry.” Underwood & Under­
wood started in 1901, International News Photos (sub­
sequently acquired by UPI) began in 1909, Wide World Picture 
Service was started in 1919 by The New York Times, and the 
Daily News initiated Pacific and Atlantic Photo Syndicate

c(later to merge with Acme Newspictures) in 1922. The 
Associated Press was somewhat more conservative in its 
approach to photography and didn’t begin its AP News Photo 
Service Until 1927. At the 1926 Board of Directors meeting, 
General Manager Kent Cooper suggested that the news service 
distribute photographs to its subscribers. "It is my 
feeling that The Associated Press should do anything that is 
a proper news activity— whether it be in pictures or in 
written news.” Cooper concluded: "I visualize the day we 
will be sending pictures over our own leased wire system, 
just as we now send the news.”

Cooper’s vision would become a reality, but not 
immediately. The 1926 meeting approved a mail photo service.

4 . .Whiting, p. 108.

5 Ibid., pp. 108-109. 
£
Gramling, p. 334.
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In initiating the additional service AP President Frank B.
Noyes stated: 11 We are going to recognize frankly that the
whole trend in newspaper work is toward making the picture a
news medium. There will be developments all along and we

7ought to be prepared to meet them.1'
The AP News Photo Service began by furnishing one- 

column cuts of prominent persons to accompany biographical 
information. It initially had 450 subscribers. In 1927 the 
AP arranged with Paramount News Service to receive "clips" 
(individual pictures) from Paramount newsreels to supply 
subscribers to its photo service. Next came a photo mat 
service that provided a full page of news photos to sub­
scribers. Unfortunately, this service took five days to 
reach the West Coast from New York, but subsequent 
additional distribution facilities in Chicago, Atlanta and

QSan Francisco saved considerable time.
The visionary statements of Cooper and Noyes were 

correct in their assumption of further developments in 
photographic distribution. As photographic technology 
became more sophisticated, competition became more intense. 
While telephone and telegraph wires carried the news, auto­

7 Gramlmg, pp. 334-335. 

® Whiting, pp. 109-110.
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mobiles, motorcycles, trains and airplanes rushed photo­
graphs to newspaper offices in a vain attempt to keep pace. 
It soon became apparent that if pictures were to accompany 
news stories, some form of electronic transmission would 
have to be developed.

But the crude beginning of photographic transmission by 
wire actually predates the photo syndicates. In June 1875 
the New York Tribune reported the results of a rifle 
shooting match in Dublin between American and British teams 
by using descriptions received by telegraph to mark targets 
printed m  the following morning’s paper. Twenty years 
later, as a result of more advanced technology, the Chicago 
Times-Herald became the first American newspaper to transmit 
a line drawing of a system it called "Teleautograph. 
These pioneering efforts did not presage rapid advancement 
in photo transmission, however. A long history of experi­
mentation and numerous failures marked the perfection of 
electronic photo transmission.

One of the early transmitters was the ’’Telestereograph” 
demonstrated by a French scientist, Edouard Belin. In 1920 
a group of newspaper executives and scientists gathered in 
the offices of the New York World while a similar group 
gathered at the St. Louis Post-Dispatch to witness the

9 Ibid., p. ill.

10 Ibid., p. 112.
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exchange of pictures over Belin's apparatus. Many other 
experiments were conducted, but the most successful means of 
transmitting facsimile pictures at the time was a crude but 
simple method employing two people and a telephone. The 
sender placed a transparent grid over the photo to be sent, 
then described the image and shading in relation to the grid 
to the person on the other end of the telephone conversa­
tion. As the sender described the photo, the receiver drew 
and shaded an identical grid in corresponding fashion.11 
This method, although primitive, sufficed for many years 
before AT&T began its photo-transmission service.

The AT&T (Bell System) photo service was the forerunner 
of the Associated Press Wirephoto System. AT&T transmitted 
a 5-inch by 7-inch photo from Cleveland to New York in four 
minutes thirty-seven seconds on May 19, 1924. A wire pic­
ture was transmitted June 9, 1924, from the Republican
National Convention in Cleveland to The New York Times,

12which printed the photo the next day.
On August 29, 1924, considered the beginning of 

"pictures by wire," AT&T sent a memorandum, "Notes on Photo- 
elegraphy," explaining its experiments in photo transmission

11 Ibid., p. 115.
12 TU.- Ibid.
13 Edom, p. 27.
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by wire and expressing its interest in the commercial
13 . . .aspects of the process. As a result, AT&T initiated a

manuscript fascimile and halftone transmission service in
1926.14

By June 1933, after $2.8 million had been spent on the 
system, it was discontinued because of insufficient 
patronage as a result of poor quality transmission repro­
ductions, delays caused by "first come, first served" use of 
telegraph lines, and an ever-improving airplane delivery 
service. Nonetheless, the corporation continued its experi­
ments in electronic transmission of photographs and by 
October 1933, it announced an improved, faster, better- 
quality system of transmission. The Associated Press, 
already a well-established news service and eager to expand
its photo service, bought the wire system in 1934 and was

15ready to initiate "Wirephoto" service January 1, 1935.
With the purchase of the Bell telephoto equipment, the 

AP, backed by 46 of its subscribers, formed the first news- 
photo network, stretching over a 10,000-mile circuit and 
covering 24 cities. For the AP it was just the beginning. 
Two years later in 1937 the news service revealed the 
possibility of worldwide spot news photo reporting and 
unlocked unlimited capabilities for rapid distribution with

^  Whiting, p. 115.

15 Ibid., pp. 119-121.
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1 fithe introduction of portable transmission units.
Wirephoto service was followed by UPI’s Telephoto and

Sound Photo (originally the trade name for International
News Photos). The wire service technology made it possible
to send and receive picture and word coverage of spot news
stories almost simultaneously.

The next refinement in photo and word transmission
relied on sound waves traveling through space. When the
technique to transmit pictures by radio via satellite was
perfected, instantaneous global news coverage became a 

17reality.
RCA demonstrated the possibility of transmitting a

18photo by radio waves in 1927, but historians do not recog­
nize this as the first radio transmission of a photo. More 
than a quarter century later, in 1960, the "first" radio 
photo, a photo of President Dwight D. Eisenhower and Presi­
dent Artuso Frondizi arriving in Bariloche, Argentina, was
transmitted by radio 7,000 miles from Bariloche to New York

19by United Press International. Later that year, the 
Associated Press, working with the Collins Radio Company, 
bounced a radio signal off Echo I, a satellite 1,000 miles

16 Ibid., p. 124.
17 Edom, p. 26.

Whiting, p. 116.

"Photo History Made by UPI," Editor & Publisher, March 5, 1960, p.68.
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in space, and a photo of President Eisenhower was sent from
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, to Richardson, Texas. The transmission
moved with about the same speed that an AP Wirephoto could
be handled by AP's transcontinental network— about one
minute per inch of photo width. Though some distortion from
noise interference resulted, it is still recognized as the

20first satellite transmission.
Improved picture quality and transmission speed have 

resulted from ever-increasing technological sophistication, 
and the major wire services continually update and improve 
services to subscribers. One of the most significant recent 
innovations has been the AP’s Laserphoto service, unveiled 
April 23, 1973. In the research stage for more than two
years by MIT Professor William F. Schreiber, the system not 
only shows improved picture quality but also delivers dry, 
cut and stacked 8x10 glossy prints quickly and almost auto­
matically.

Laserphoto was introduced because of a major shift to 
offset printing by most newspapers and the subsequent demand 
for better photo reproduction. The space-age system simpli­
fies picture transmission greatly, increases quality because 
a pure photo is received, not just a facsimile copy,

20 "AP Bounces Photograph Off Echo I," Editor & Publisher, Agusut 27, 
1960, p. 16.
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and saves time because photos can be transmitted and 
received in two minutes instead of eight.

A laser beam is used to expose dry silver paper, which 
is processed by heat. The unit has a 500-foot capacity 
paper cassette. After a section is exposed, the print is 
developed in a roller processsor, cut and stacked. To trans­
mit, all that is required is to insert the photo into the 
machine. A scanner "reads" the image and sends a digital 
code over telephone lines. Because telephone lines are 
crowded with traffic and noise interference distorts trans­
mission, thereby causing irregularities, it was determined 
that number codes, rather than levels of sound, would be 
used to signify the black-and-white tones of the photograph. 
A small "step wedge" of available tones is transmitted 
before each photo to serve as a built-in quality-control 
device.

In announcing the new system, Wes Gallagher, President 
and General Manager of the AP, stated: "The research we have 
done has paid off with a revolutionary device that delivers 
pure photographs, breaking out of limitations of facsimile 
methods."^1

Belying Noyes' vow "to be prepared to meet" develop­
ments in photo service, the Associated Press has established

21 Mark Mehler, "AP Unveils LaserphotoEditor & Publisher, April 28, 
1973, p. 54.
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itself as the leader in news photo dissemination. It again
made history with the introduction of its ’’Electronic Dark-

22 ■ . . .  room” on March 14, 1978. Mating television with a
computer and replacing chemicals, safelights and enlargers
with laser scanners and solid-state circuits, eight years of
AP-sponsored research at MIT gave birth to a button-pushing
fantasyland of news-photo technology.

Laser beams convert ordinary photographic prints into
electrical signals that can be instantaneously transmitted
to receiving stations anywhere in the world. At the
receiving station the photo is called up from the computer's
memory and displayed on a cathode ray tube (CRT), which
resembles a television screen. A technician punches
computer terminal buttons to instantly crop, boost contrast,
enhance the picture's resolution, reduce or enlarge its
size, or lighten or darken its tone— in other words, perform
all routine darkroom improvements. Pushing a few more keys
at the terminal puts the photo into the Laserphoto network,

23where it will appear m  newsrooms around the country. Or
it can be stored in the computer indefinitely and instantly

24 ■recalled for transmission. All this is accomplished by 

22 "Electronic Darkroom Tests Are Successful," AP Log, April 10, 1978,
p. 1.
23 Stan Augerten, "AP's High-Technology Darkroom," Darkroom Photography, 
March/April 1980, pp. 23.24.
24 AP Log, p. 1.
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one person pushing no more than 12 CRT terminal keys. What
previously took several workers 35 minutes is completed in

25a few minutes by one operator.

25 Augerten, p. 24.
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Section II
Chapter 6 The Missoulian

When photography was invented in 1839, the valley in 
which Missoula would be conceived was a part of the American 
frontier seen thus far by a handful of trappers, traders and 
explorers. It was Flathead Indian country, virgin land 
which ignited the pioneer spirit in people all over the 
settled part of the continent. The Easterners read about 
the spacious unsettled land to the west and dreamed of 
making a new life there, well-intentioned missionaries 
aspired to civilize the nomadic tribes who claimed the land, 
and the lawless looked to the seemingly endless wilderness 
as a place of refuge.

It was an exciting land and exciting times, especially 
for those who recorded its history. Photography was still 
experiencing the pains of infancy when the Missoula and 
Cedar Creek Pioneer, predecessor to the Missoulian, began 
publication in 1870 at Cedar Creek, a prosperous mining camp 
at present-day Superior, 57 miles west of Missoula.'1’ The 
railroad had not yet traversed the Great Divide, but photo­
graphers, owning either to an inexplicable compulsion to 
practice their trade or an inherent desire to record

1 "Missoulian Ownership Changed Hands Often," Daily Missoulian, July 27, 
1960, sec. A, p.24.
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history, accompanied the earliest pioneers to the verdant
valley and left a visual documentation of the infant town.

The earliest records were, of course, kept by writers
and sketch artists, but soon the photographic records were
accepted as historically accurate accounts of the developing
frontier. Although photography had not yet teamed with news
reporting, it nonetheless recorded the heritage of Missoula
with pictures of the Higgins and Worden trading post, the
first business established by the first permanent residents 

2of Missoula; Chief Victor, the Flathead leader who refused
to move his people from their homeland in the Bitterroot

3Valley to a reservation m  the Jocko Valley, and the first
4Missoula water system.

it? 
d

E arly  Store of H iggins and Worden at H e ll Gate
T h is  M n a ll s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  i t ,  s ides o f  M is s o u la  S r a t f d  a t  th e  c o r n e r  o f  th e
h e w n  lo g s  se rve d  as a  s to re  f o r  P ra m  is  b u i ld in g  is  F r a n k  H . W o o d y , w h o  c a m e  Iih> s,veo- o r < irhtpiee.- ■ roup was
L . W o rd e n  a n i l  C h r is to p h e r  F . H ig g in s  w i th  th e  tw o  f r o m  W a l la  W a l la  as  a  Boh IM k ,y .  jix o rd in *  *e 't , , f l iy  0[
at. H e l l  G a te  b e io ie  th e  tw o  m o v e d  th e i i  c le ik .  (C o u r te s y  o f  M rs . J a m e s  T h o m p *  r v u d e o :. <h
o p e ra t io n s  e a s t t o  th e  p re s e n t s i te  o l  son , V ic to r )  . ------------------------------------------------------------

2 Daily Missoulian, July 27, 1960, sec. A, p. 30.

3 Ibid., sec. A, p. 11.
4 Ibid., sec. A, p. 6.
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Rare Photograph of Chief Victor

This Was Missoula’s F irs t W ater System
R id in g  th e  c a r t  is  O n e -E y e d  R ile y ,  a n  I i n  M is s o u la ’s f i r s t  w a te r  s v s te m  in  th e  
I n d ia n  b o y , a n d  s ta n d in g  h o ld in g  th e  1860s a n d  e a r ly  1870s. 
b u c k e ts  is  h is  p a r tn e r ,  a n o th e r  In d ia n .

About 30 years after the Missoula and Cedar Creek 
Pioneer was purchased in 1873 by Frank Woody and T.H.

5Chisolm, moved to Missoula and renamed the Missoulian, 
technology would allow photograhs to corroborate the repor­
ters1 testimony. But until then, the public would rely on 
the sketch artists' woodcut reproductions for illustrated 
news accounts. The Missoulian, unacquainted with the tech­
nology of the eastern newspapers, was late in its first use 
of woodcuts— the first crude attempt appearing August 13,
1874, to accompany a story about an election to determine

7Montana's territorial capital. The cutlines depict the 
levity with which the affair was reported.

5 Ibid., sec. A, p. 24.
g

"Capital Removed," Weekly Missoulian, August 13, 1874, p. 22.
7 The first Territorial Legislature, which met at Bannack, named 
Virginia City as the first capital, but Helena also drew strong support. 
Much squabbling ensued and the issue regularly surfaced in the Legisla­
ture until a state-wide vote was authorized in 1874. Irregularities in 
handling the ballots resulted in the election results being taken before 
the Supreme Court of the United States before the issue was decided in 
favor of Helena. Henry, pp. 279-81.
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Following this initial woodcut in the news pages 
(engravings were first used in advertising), the paper began 
using what appear to be professionally engraved illustra­
tions apparently provided by an engraving service. On May 
5, 1875, the Weekly Missoulian featured two large five-
column etchings of buildings at the site of the great Inter­
national Centennial Exposition to be held at Philadelphia in

g1876. The next engraving in the news columns did not
appear until July 17, 1889, when a front-page cut of the

9Montana Hotel m  Anaconda was used. The engraver’s credit 
is not decipherable, although the engraving appears to have 
been provided by a professional engraving service. A cut of

8 "The Centennial Building," Weekly Missoulian, May 5, 1875, p. 4.
9 "Anaconda's Magnificent Hotel— The Montana," Weekly Missoulian, July 
17, 1889. p. 1.
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St. Francis Xavier Church credited "Levytype" appeared 
October 12, 1892, under the headline "The New Catholic
Church.1,10

During that period engrav 
ings were simple front eleva­
tion drawings of buildings or 
head-and-shoulders portraits 
of newsworthy people or public 
officials. But on September 
14, 1892, an American Press
Association copyrighted
feature about the dangers of 
sunstroke included an animated 
cut purportedly "sketched from 
life in New York."11

These engravings were the forerunners of halftone 
photographic reproductions in the Missoulian. Compared to 
industry standards, (see p. 36) the newspaper exhibited a 
progressive stance when it published on December 21, 1892, 
what appears to be a halftone portrait of "Sheriff Houston"

1<̂ "The New Catholic Church," Weekly Missoulian, October 12, 1892, p. 2.

11 "An Army of Invalids," Weekly Missoulian, September 14, 1892. p. 12.
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with a story about the hanging
of John Burns, convicted

12murderer of Maurice Higgins. 
The story was illustrated with 
woodcuts as well, but no 
credit was given for story, 
engravings or photo.

Similar one-column head- 
and-shoulders halftone por­
traits of E.D. Matts, state 
senator, David J. Bailey, 
county treasurer, and John D. 

Matthus, county commissioner ran on the front page of the 
Morning Missoulain with woodcuts of the Honorable Frank H. 
Woody, judge of the fourth judicial district, S.G. Ramsay, 
sheriff, Michael Gorman, assemblyman, Frank W. McConnell,
clerk of the district court, and James Burke, clerk and
recorder.13 In the April 11, 1893, Evening Missoulian,14

15and the April 19 Weekly Missoulian, a head-and-shoulders
photograph of "Mayor-elect McLaughlin" was used.

12 "John Burns Dead," Weekly Missoulian, December 21, 1892, p. 1.
13 "The New Broom," Morning Missoulian, January 1, 1893, p. 1.
14 "Same Old Story," Evening Missoulian, April 11, 1893, p. 4.
15 "Same Old Story," Weekly Missoulian, April 19, 1893, p. 8.
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Although the newspaper seemed to be using photo por­
traits with some regularity, the sketch artist still was 
relied on for feature and spot-news illustrations.

"File photos1' of political luminaries were especially 
popular. Senator Thomas H. Carter graced the Weekly

- i  c .Missoulian January 9, 1895; the portrait of McLaughlin
used in 1893 was run again May 8, 1895, this time as "Ex-

17Mayor McLaughlin,11 and the Carter portrait was subse-
18quently used February 27, 1896.

The Daily Missoulian modified its mug shot routine on
August 11, 1896, when it ran a front-page feature about gold
mining at Quartz and Meadow Creeks which included five

19two-column-by-approximately-three-inch photos. No credit 
for photos or story was given.

Woodcuts, by then not as prevalent as earlier, cer­
tainly were not forgotten, especially to illustrate an 
important national news story such as the inauguration of 
President McKinley. The Daily Missoulian* s front-page
spread featured woodcuts that appear to have been engraved

20from photographs, a common practice at that time.

16 "Just a Few of 'Em," Weekly Missoulian, January 9, 1895, p. 8.
17 "With Bowed Necks," Weekly Missoulian, May 9, 1895, p. 8.
18 "Makes No Apologies," Daily Missoulian, February 27, 1896, p. 1.
19 "Quartz and Meadow Creek Placers," Daily Missoulian, August 11, 1896,
p. 1.
20 "Grove's Clover Field," Daily Missoulian, February 27, 1897, p. 1.



The first woodcut with an identifiable artist's signa­
ture appeared on the cover of a "Holiday Supplement." The

21full-page cut of Santa Claus was signed by Mae F. Gilbert.
For the most part, the head-and-shoulders portrait, 

usually uncredited, was the mainstay of photographic repro­
duction. But on December 17, 1898, the Daily Missoulian
reprinted, with permission, a story from the Mining and
Scientific Press of San Francisco about Butte1s mining 

22operations. The photos that accompanied this feature were 
of exceptionally fine quality, considering the limited 
reproduction technology at that time. Subsequently, the

21 "Hail to Father Christmas," Daily Missoulian, December 24, 1897, 
holiday supplement, p. 9.
22 "The Greatest on Earth," Daily Missoulian, December 17, 1898, pp. 1,2, 6.
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h

Fbolo by Gunderson, St. Paul. **

.v n ^ N b b u ia  s F i g h t i n g  g o v e r n o r , s a m u e l  r. v a n  s a n t .
G o v e r n o r  V a n  S a n t  o f  M in n e s o t a ,  w h o  Is  t r y i n g :  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  b i g  r a i l r o a d  

c o m b in e  f r o m  O p t r a  t in g :  in  i i i s  s ta te  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  
a g r e e m e n t ,  is ,  « s  i-n u  b e  s e e n  f r o m  h is  p i c t u r e ,  a v e r y  d e t e r m in e d  s o r t  o f  g e n ­
t l e  m a n .  l i e  c o m e s  f r o m  D u t c h  a n c e s t r y  a n d  i s  a  v e t e r a n  o f  t h e  c i v i l  w a r .

newspaper ran front-page 
photos of University of 
Montana buildings on 
February 24, 1899,23 and 
a supplement to "high­
light Missoula," which 
comprised 16 pages with
photos, on November 29,

24 . . .1900. The first indi­
vidual photo credit, to a 
Gunderson of St.Paul, 
appeared under a front­
page portrait of Minne­
sota Governor Samuel R. 
Van Sant on December 15,
1901 25

In the same issue, a photo of the opening of Congress 
appeared.
news photo, but no credit was given.

The picture seems to be a legitimate, unstaged
26

23

24
"Buildings Dedicated," Missoulian, February 24, 1899, p.l.

"Thanksgiving Number," Daily Missoulian, November 29, 1900, pp. 1, 
4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 20.
25 "Minnesota's Fighting Governor, Samuel R. Van Sant," Missoulian, 
December 15, 1901, p.l.
26 "The Opening of Congress--Senator Hanna and Friends Approaching the 
Capitol," Missoulian, December 15, 1901, p.4.
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Although photos were 
beginning to appear with 
some regularity, most 
were of no local interest 
and had little if any 
news value. It seemed 
the newspaper was running 
feature photos provided 
by syndicates or press 
agents just to have 
photographs. But a
departure from this

THE OPENING OF CONGRESS— SENATOR HANNA AND FRIENDS practice OCCUrred June 5,
APPROACHING T H E  C A P IT O L

1902, when the front page 
27featured ’'Graduates of Montana State University,’' (now the 

University of Montana), indicating that the newspaper sensed 
a responsibility to try to publish photos of local interest.

By August 1902 spontaneous news photographs from the 
syndicates were beginning to appear. Photographers, appar­
ently aware of the importance of timely photojournalism, 
began to emphasize the immediacy of the photos in their 
outlines. For example, a photograph of President

27 "Graduates of Montana State University," Missoulian, June 5, 1902, 
p.l.
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Theodore Roosevelt riding a horse included in its outline 
the statement that it was the "Latest Snapshot of President 
Roosevelt."28

The November 2, 1902, Missoulian featured its first
"authentic 'flashlight* photo."29 (See pp. 43-44.) The 
six-column picture had obviously been liberally retouched by 
hand engraving.

On November 12, the Missoulian ran the following wood- 
cut which seemed to capture the spontaneity of a news event 
much more effectively than did the posed photo used two 
weeks earlier.30

28 "President at Oyster Bay— Latest Snapshot of President Roosevelt 
Taken During His Summer Vacation," Missoulian, August 10, 1902, p. 1.
29 "The Board Snapped in Actual Session," Missoulian, November 2, 1902,
p. 10.
30 "His Last Day in Court," Missoulian, November 12, 1902, p. 1.

THE BOARD SNAPPED IN ACTUAL SESSION

I hi** ili«- f ij> i :ui(| on ly  n u th o iitir  fla*hli<?iit pLoto^rnhh o f tin* <*oai Htrik*- .-irh itra tion o> i*jiiii** in ii »i>noiiitv<l l>v lJ.hWAVi.lt h 1 * ■ .
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The paper ended 1902 
with a chamber of com- 
merce-like supplement 
about Missoula, illu­
strated with file photos
of Missoula homes, build-

31m g s  and landmarks. 
The use of such file 
photos dominated the 
illustration efforts
throughout 1903. In that 
year most of the photos 
were run in Sunday 
editions, and no local or 
spot news photos appeared 
until October 18, when 
the newspaper printed a 
photo of Walter Jackson, 
who was lynched as the 
accused murderer of 
Fonnie Buck, a Bitterroot

31 "Missoula, The Garden City of Montana," Missoulian, December 21, 
1902, special sec., 20 pp.
32 Missoulian, October 18, 1903, p. 7.

M olinea?

HIS L A ST  D A Y  IN COURT

q u ltta l

WALTER JACKSON,
Lynched at Ham ilton, Tuesday. Oct. 13. 1903.
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•J* ”WtW P

VILLIAMS GUILTY 
OF MURDER

H E  D A L L E S  J U R Y  IN  F O U R l  

H O U R S  F O U N D  H E  K I L L E D  

A L M A  N E S B IT T .

T h e  D a lle s . O re . .  M a y  ST.— A f t e r  tie - 
be rm t la g  l o r  f o u r  a n t i  a  h a l f  h o u r s . )  

b o  j r r y  a  s • . c lo c k  t o n ig h t  fo u n d  i 
• 'o rm : u W i l l  t in s  K id lt j r  o f  m u r d e r  
O ff l i m a  N t - • n . a t l ln o .1  K l v e r . . 
) r e . , | M a r r h  K 1ft.... T h e  p e n a l ly  fo r
h e  c r  m e  la  d e a th .  W i l l i a m s  s h o w e d  | 
l l t l e  f e e l in g ,  o t h e r  t h a n  th e  n e r v o u s  i

o jaj=a s j :s j:  jn c s m r
< 7 Z M  u r. A C J 7 Q ? r

In 1904, syndicate war photos, mostly pictures of 
military leaders, expected battle sites, and ships, pre­
dominated. The same photo mats to illustrate different news 
stories obviously were used during that period.

A departure from this trend occurred May 28, 1904, with 
war photos, credited "Photographs by staff correspondent of 
World."33

33 "Japanese Forces Are Now Knocking at the Back Doors of Port Arthur," 
Missoulian, May 28, 1904, p. 1.
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CARNAGE IN ODESSA STREETS DURING RIOTING

C O S S A C K S  S H O O T  D O W N  R E B E L L IO U S  R U S S 'A N S  W H O  H A V E  D E C L A R E D  W A R

On June 2, 1904, the newspaper printed three more war
photos, credited to "Win. Dinwiddie," apparently a photo-

34grapher for one of the syndicates.
Throughout the remainder of 1904, the newspaper ran

local features illustrated with file photos, and on January
1, 1905, a supplement featured a full-bleed front cover
photograph of "A Flathead Christmas Stocking," a papoose

35among birch trees. The 54-page tabloid supplement was
compiled exclusively from previously used file photos.

3 6Generally, except for some like the one above, fewer 
photos illustrated the drab news pages during that period.

34 "Scenes Incident to Port Arthur's Investment," Missoulian, June 2,
1904, p.l.
35 "A Flathead Christmas Stocking," Daily Missoulian, January 1, 1905, 
holiday edition p.l.
36 "Carnage in Odessa Streets during Rioting," Daily Missoulian, July 9,
1905. p.9
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37until November 19, 1905, when a photo "boilerplate" of
38pictures "From Near and Far" appeared. These Sunday 

features seemed to be the mainstay of photographic efforts 
into 1906.

In April 1906, the Daily Missoulian ran an extra to 
provide coverage of the San Francisco earthquake and fire,
but technological limitations did not permit simultaneous

39 .photo coverage. In its followup coverage the Missoulian
still used no pictures except "stock" architectural photo- 

40graphs. Even more puzzling, the paper subsequently did 
not run photos of the quake damage, though such photos were 
available.

"The word 'boilerplate1 was coined many years ago to describe 
material supplied to small weekly newspapers which could not find enough 
news in one week to fill their pages. The editorial material consisted 
essentially of feature articles and small novelty items covering a very 
broad range of interest___

"In the earliest days the material was distributed as metal plates 
which could be used in printing (hence the name 'boilerplate'). Later 
the material was shipped in 'mat form' or as a newsprint paper which had 
one printed side and one blank side for local news and advertising.

"In recent years, as local printing facilities have improved, most 
'boilerplate' is distributed as 'mats' (which can be cast into letter­
press type) and 'slicks' (which can be reproduced by an 'offset' 
process). Lawrence W. Nolte, Fundamentals of Public Relations: 
Professional Guidelines, Concepts and Integrations (New York: Pergamon 
Press, Inc., 1974), p. 417.
38 "From Near and Far," Daily Missoulian, November 19, 1905, p. 11.
39 Daily Missoulian, entra 12:30 o'clock edition, April 19, 1906.

"Desolation Is Now Almost Complete," Daily Missoulian, April 20, 
1906, pp. 2, 5.
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Through 1906 the Missoulian ran syndicate and mat 
service portraits of newsworthy people, fashion plates and 
photo features as well as a few portraits of local lumi­
naries. One exception occurred May 13, when a story about 
the forthcoming Montana Interscholastic Track Meet at the
University of Montana appeared with "action pictures" from

41the previous year's meet. A followup story included a 
posed photo of Joe Horn, distance runner, the same one used 
May 13.42

Through 1907 the newspaper continued to run mat service 
features or mug-shot biographies. Any local photos appar­
ently came from the Missoulian's files, such as the appear-

43ance m  1907 of one of the track photos used m  1906.
This same type of photo use persisted until May 1908, 

when, for about a week, the newspaper ran local features 
accompanied by local scenic photos. But the flooding of the 
Missoula Valley from the swollen banks of Rattlesnake Creek, 
the Clark Fork River and the Bitterroot River on June 5,

"Athletes of the High Schools Will Meet This Week on Montana Field/1 
Daily Missoulian, May 13, 1906, p. 2.
42 "First Honors go to the Anaconda Team," Daily Missoulian, May 19, 
1906, p.l.
43 "Teton County Makes Highest Score on First Day of the Track Meet," 
Daily Missoulian, May 17, 1907, p.l.
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1908, ended that trend and news photos of the flood ran, 
uncredited, on June 1644 and 22.4^

| THt WfcATHf R THE D A IL Y  M ISSO ULIAN ™ ’
\ \ n  \ \ \ \  NO. IS M lX X O ll.A  MONTANA. MONDAY MOUNT NU, .11* N K 22. Jt*»* l'HI< fc HVT, i f . M K

RETROSPECTIVE GLANCE AT WORST FLOOD IN HISTORY OE WESTERN MONTANA
Rt.lljN OF IFRRDR O f 1908 

W i l l  LONG B t 

R FM tV IB IK t D

On November 1, 1908, the Missoulian printed a story and 
three photos about the purported killing of a state game

44 Daily Missoulian, June 16, 1908, p.l.
45 “Retrospective Glance at Worst Flood in History of Western Montana,11 
Daily Missoulian, June 22, 1908, p.l.
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46warden m  the Swan Valley by Flathead Indians. The photo­
graphs were credited to E.H. Boos, manager of the Missoula 
Mercantile*s advertising department and a skillful photo­
grapher .

A feature about recent additions to Missoula's elec­
tricity source, the Mill town Dam at the confluence of the
Blackfoot River with the Clark Fork River, included three

47static photos. Neither story nor photos were credited. 
The Missoulian began 1909 with a full-page spread,

including five pictures, about the reconstructed Higgins
48Avenue Bridge.

On April 3, 1909, stories about recent hangings in
49Butte and Kalispell included photographs of the victims.

The informal portrait of Frederick LeBean was credited to
50"Grant Studio" (Mabel E. Grant, a Kalispell commercial

"Indians Tell Graphic Story of Holland Prairie Tragedy," Daily 
Missoulian, November 1, 1908, p.5.
47 "Twenty Years of Notable Development m  the Lighting of a Prosperous 
City," Daily Missoulian, December 27, 1908, p.6.
48 "Through January Snowstorm and Sunshine Engineering Hastens the New 
Bridge," Daily Missoulian, January 17, 1909, p.9.
49 "Fearlessly Meets Death on Gallows," and "Hayes Hanged m  Prison 
Yard," Daily Missoulian, April 3, 1909, p.l.
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photographer) while the photo of William A. Hayes, hanged in 
Butte, had no credit.

FREDERICK LE BEAU.

FEARLESSLY MEETS 
DEATH ON GALLOWS

'K ith Steady Step and Nonchalant A ir, Frederick Ix-Bt.au, 
Convieted of Murdering the Yoakums, 'Walks Upon 
the Death Trap Alone, Speaks a Few Boasting "Words, 
Declares FIc Is Not a Murderer, Flelps Adjust the 
Noose About H is Neck and Dies "Without a Quiver.

Special to The Dally MUsoullan.
Kalispell, April 2 -  Without appar­

ent fear of the death that awaited 
him, wi|h a steady step and a non­
chalant air. Predtrlck LeBeau walked 
upon the (fallows this morn Ins. spoke 
*  few boastful word* to the specta­
tors, examined the rope, helped adjust 
the black cap H**d noose, then calmly 
waited for Sheriff OCbnnell to pull 
the lever that sent him Into eternity 
In expiation of tt)« crime of murdering 
the Yoakums, father and son,

Standing upon the gallows the con­
demned man surveyed the curious 
crowd gathered about and reiterated 
hi- boast often made In hi* cell, that 
tho, would on.- of the

W ith the assertion on his lip* that 
he was not *  murderer, he met death 
without a quiver. Probably 300 P""  

s itr. as© *. the execution.

On* Man Faint*.
Pete l>lsbrow fainted In the aud­

ience and had to be carried out. Sen­
ator Long responded to jLeBeau’s last 
call nnd shook hands with him, bid­
ding him good-bye. Aa the black cap 
was adjusted and the rope placed 
around hia neck he Insisted on hav­
ing It tighter. W ith a wave of ths 
hand Sheriff O'C’onnell grasped the 
lever that sent LeHaau Into eternity. 
After all was over It was learned that 
he had torn up the manuscript that 
lie had worked so constantly upon, 
bavin* destroyed It Just

ning. He lila
des that he

HAYES HANGED

YARD
HANGMAN BUNGLES HIS WDRK 

AND W EIG H T FAILS TO BREAK 
NECK DF PRISDNER.

C O N D E M N E D  M A N  NERVY
evicted of Being an Accessory 

Murder of Guard John Rob- 
Last Year, Pays Penalty for 

■ima by Forfe iting H i* Lifa on 
r»— Makes No Statsmant.

n tin
Ml at

>;» thi* morning at H o'clock. The 
finan bungled miserably. Tlayea' 
. wan not broken by, the fall, and 
iiung for eight minutes slowly 
ngllng to death. In the presence of 
rge crowd of Invited guests, 
ardenx MeTagtie and Conley made 
!>*■ bust hours a* pleasant as poa- 
. and his smallest wish was grant- 
Tom M«Tague visited the con­

ned man yesterday and when he 
made a request for fruit McTague 

: down town and purchased the 
the market afforded.

:Taguc made a last request of 
ph. He asked him If anyom bu

W ILL IA M  A. HAYES.

ENTERTAINED
THE B0 IT

PRESIDENT OF AMERICAN FED 
ERATION DF LABDR DEFENDS 

R ADICAL METHOD.

New York, April 2. President Gum- 
IK»rs of tlie American Federation of 
Lal«*r defended the use of the boycott 
today before the New York council of 
the .National Civic federation. Ad­
dresses by Professor Frederick J. 
Stimson of Harvard and Profcaaor 
JohrT'Viute* Clark <»f Columbia stirred 
him to speak.

the
odin

SECRETARY OF THE LEAGUE OF 

REPUBLICAN CLUBS GIVES 
ELABORATE BANQUET.

New York. April 2. John Mays 
Hammond, secretary of the league of 
Republican club*, gave a dinner tonight 
at the Waldorf Astoria In honor of the 
Rocky Mountain club, of which he In 
president. One hundred and fifty mem­
bers of the club were present and lis­
tened to sum* interesting speeches 

Senator Francis O. New land* of Ne­
vada, In discussing the energy of the 
American people, said that energy 
should be applied to regulating tb* 
government Instead of concentrating It 
ail upon the railroads 

"The DllUie should own Its own ra il-

The first copyrighted photos appeared May 2, 1909, when
a feature spread of "President Taft's Cabinet" carried a

51Waldon Fawcett credit and copyright.
On May 21, 1909, a long and fruitful association

between R.H. McKay and the Missoulian began with the

51 "President Taft's Cabinet," Daily Missoulian, May 2, 1909, p.9.
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publication of photos credited to McKay with a news story
about the driving of the final spike, 50 miles east of

52Missoula at Gold Creek, in the Milwaukee Railroad. Credit 
and copyright appear in the photos' cutline.

,,•1 XXXVI '< • "■ M Is s i H l X, jmNT.XN'X, K I t l lU l  .M ollX I N>;. XI XV SI, H M  1’ I I I iU  I ' l v n  « T N T *

SCENES AT THE COMPLETION OF THE NEW RAILWAY

. . j

. CLOpDgUNST 
[, OffENtHES

In the fall of 1909, the Missoulian, for the first 
time, began a regular sports page. Many of the mat service 
photos used during that period were legitimate sports action 
pictures, which perhaps explains why the newspaper began a 
regular page.

"Scenes at the Completion of the New Railway," Daily Missoulian, May 
21, 1909, p.l.
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The reconstructed Higgins Avenue Bridge was still 
considered newsworthy enough on December 5, 1909, to warrant 
a full-page feature, as "Told by Camera and Pencil," docu­
menting the newly built bridge from before the 1908 flood,

53during high water, and the flood’s aftermath. No credit 
was given for story or photos.

One of the earliest "spot news" photos in the Missoul­
ian via a mat service was a picture of a train wreck in

54Green Mountain, Iowa. The blurred images of the rescue 
workers indicated the photo’s spontaneous nature. Though

Scene at Fatal W re c k  in Io w a

F i r s t  p i c t u r i  . i f  th < - d is a s t ro u s  w re c k  1 th e  P u l lm a n  c a r  a f t e r  i t  h a d  le a p e d  ■ v e s t ig e  o f  t h e  s u p e r s t r u c tu r e  tv. t  . r n
. i t  G re e n  Mountain. 1 . in  w h ic h  4 5 o v e r  o n to  t h e  d a y  c o a c h , c r u s h in g  t a w a y  b y  th e  P u l 'm a n  T h e  i t  ;■
p e r s o n s  w e r e  k  to d  i u I a lm o s t  a l i k e  a n  eg g  s h e l l .  O r i ly  th e  p l a t f o r m  k i l l e d  \> re  a l l  c a u g h t  ■ c n  i • t w o
m a n y  m o r e  i n j u r e d  T h e  p i c t u r e  s h o w s  o f  t h e  d a y  c o a c h  i s  v i s i b l e  a s  e v e r y  c a r s

53 "Story of Bridge Told by Camera and Pencil," Daily Missoulian, 
December 5, 1909, editoral section, p.l.
54 "Scene at Fatal Wreck in Iowa," Daily Missoulian, April 17, 1910, 
editorial section, p. 1.
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the photo was taken at the 
mishap, the time of the wreck 
was not mentioned, so it is 
impossible to determine the 
timeliness of the mat service 
distribution or the news­
paper's use of the photo.

The 1908 flood photos, 
featured for the past two 
years, were used again June 8,
1910.55

A posed "flashlight" 
photo of boxers before an
exhibition bout appeared June 

5612, 1910. Technological 
advances in artificial lighting, such as the "flash­
light, " forerunner of the flash bulb and electronic flash, 
revolutionized sports coverage. It allowed pictures to be 
taken in inadequate light and facilitated "stop-action" 
coverage.

55 "Coming of June Brings Memory of Days of Flood that Once Befell 
Western Montana," Daily Missoulian, June 8, 1919, p.9.
56 "Jeffries Looks More Like a Fighter," Daily Missoulian, June 12, 
1910, editorial section, p. 12.

W hen the End C a m e  for J e ff

5 T

J e ffr ie s  h a n g in g  on th e  ropes th e  f irs t  t im e  Johnson  k n o cked  h im  o f f  h i*  
fee t. J e ffr ie s  show s th e  agony such a b lo w  caused, b u t a f te r  th is  h e  a g a in  

got to h is  fe e t and tr ie d  to f ig h t, o n ly  to be a g a in  kno cked  over an d  o u t.
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The first photos of the Jeffries-Johnson heavyweight 
title fight (July 4, 1910) did not appear until July 17.^ 
Since the background is opaqued out, and there is no appar­
ent referee, the photo could have been made in the corner of 
any ring at just about any fight and of almost any fighter.

Although a story and photos that appeared December 28, 
1910, refer only to "last week,11 the spontaneous nature of
the pictures indicated they were taken with concern for the

58timeliness of news photographs. Note the "X1' to mark the
59spot where 31 firemen were burned when a wall collapsed.

57 "When End Came for Jeff," Sunday Missoulian, July 17, 1910. p. 4.
58 "Seifertich Succeeds Horan as Chicago's Fire Marshal," Daily 
Missoulian, December 28, 1910, p.l.
59 Joseph Pulitzer's New York World first used the "X" in an October 
17, 1883, front-page diagrammatic illustration of a murder scene. Taft, 
p. 427.
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Following this, the news photo agencies seemed to be 
more conscious of the importance of preserving the timeli­
ness of news in their photo coverage. On February 8, 1911, 
the Missoulian ran a syndicate-supplied picture of a freight
car devastated by an explosion as its cargo of dynamite was

fi 0being unloaded. The story noted that the explosion occur­
red February 1— the first overt statement relating time of 
occurrence of the event to the date of publication.

Local photographers had a field day Tuesday, April 11,
1911, when Teddy Roosevelt passed through Missoula in his

61campaign train. The following photo appeared April 16.
Morton J. Elrod, professor of biology at the University of
Montana and an extremely competent amateur photographer, had
the first of many of his photos published at that time.

On the third anniversary of the 1908 flood, the Missoul-
6 ?ian again used the pictures that had appeared in 1908.

Two months later, M.J. Elrod’s byline appeared with a
fi "3feature about Glacier National Park. Although the five 

pictures with the feature were not credited, Elrod probably

"The New York Explosion," Daily Missoulian, February 8, 1911, p.7.
61 Daily Missoulian, April 16, 1911, ed.sec., p. 1.
62 "Just Three Years Ago This Month and Week Missoula Was In Throes of 
Great Flood Tide," Daily Missoulian, June 11, 1911, ed.sec., p. 10.
63 "Trip to Explore Wonders of Sperry Glacier is Delightful Outing in 
Montana's Big Park," Daily Missoulian, August 13, 1911, ed.sec., p.l.



SP E CIA L  F E A T U R E S THE DAILY MISSOULIAN EDITORIAL SECTION

MISSOl I.A, MONTANA SI NDAY, MORNING APRIL 16, 1911.

litre* p£ S*3
I5

I1

(P ho to  b \ M J- K lro d .l

A P IC T U R E  O F T H E  C R O W D  W H IC H  H E A R D  T H E O D O R E  R O O S E V E LT 'S  A F T E R N O O N  SP EEC H  IN  M IS S O U LA  T U E S D A Y  A F T E R N O O N  IN  F R O N T  OF T H E  M O N T A N A  B U IL D IN G . MR. R O O S E V E LT  E S T IM A T E D  T H E  A U D IE N C E  A T  fcOOO
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took them, for the park was one of his favorite subjects. In 
fact, a similar feature the following summer carried Elrod's 
byline.

A large uncredited photo of Teddy Roosevelt speaking to 
a crowd at the Northern Pacific depot was featured on the 
front page one week after Roosevelt passed through Missoula 
September 8, 1912.65

\v hen C "olonel Roosevelt Spoke in Missoula

Typical of the throng* which h*v* greeted Colenol Roeeavalt upon h i* w #*t*rn  tour w *e th# crowd which aa*ambl«d at th * Northern Pacific etation loot Sunday noon, to  wolcom* him 
and to h*ar what ha had to may du rin g  h>* brie f «t*y in  Mieeoula. I t  w a, a typical Miaaoula crowd, happy and cordial. Tha c ity '* w«1coma waa heartily  extended and Colonel Rooeavait 
w * t choertd a* he returrod h i*  westward tour. Th# *tay of th* colonel in M iteoula wa* but 20 minut#* long, y # t in hi* forceful way he said a good deal (n tha t time. H i*  lit t le  ta lk  
wa* appreciated and ha carrie* w ith him  tha go«d wiehee of M iteoula. Th * crowd waa aeti mated at 2,600.        -----------

64 "EKploring Glacier Park," Daily Missoulian, June 16, 1912, ed.sec.,
p. 12.
65 "When Colonel Roosevelt Spoke in Missoula," Daily Missoulian,
September 15, 1912, p.l.
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The World Series attracted photo coverage for the first
6 6time in 1912. In addition to posed shots of players, the

Missoulian ran action photos provided by Underwood & Under-
, 67 wood.

Two night photos depicting how well newly installed 
street lights illuminated Higgins Avenue appeared October 
20, 1912.68

Though technological advances were constantly being 
made, occasional photos serve as reminders of the difficul­
ties yet to be overcome. For example, a November 1, mat

"Giants Win the Third Game When Devore's Great Catch Stops a Ninth- 
Inning Rally," Daily Missoulian, October 11, 1912, p.l.
67 "Marquard is Winner Against the Red Sox," Daily Missoulian, October 
15, 1912, p.6, and "Giants Get To "Smokey Joe" For Six Runs in the
First," Daily Missoulian, October 16, 1912, p. 8.

"With Magnetite Arc Lamps on Ornamental Poles Higgins Avenue is Best 
Lighted Street in World," Daily Missoula, October 20, 1912. ed. sec., p.l.
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service photo was run with the following explanation of the
poor quality:

The accompanying picture gives a good idea of the 
tremendous speed attained in motorcycle races this 
summer. The racers speed around the track so fast 
that it is imm^sile to get a clear picture of 
them in action.
After the Florence Hotel at the corner of Higgins 

Avenue and Front Street burned January 10, 1913, the
Missoulian, although apparently not able to provide spot 
news photo coverage, at least recognized the importance of 
visual support for a major news story and on January 11 ran 
with the fire story an architectural file photo of the 
structure.70

Soon after that major news event, David Van Blaricom, a
Northern Pacific Railroad coaldock foreman, provided the
newspaper with photos of an avalanche rescue attempt near
Saltese, 94 miles west of Missoula. The following series of

71photos appeared February 3, 1913, eight days after the
avalanche.

"Motorcyclists Defy Camera," Daily Missoulian, November 1, 1912, p.
10.
70 "This The Flames Destroyed Yesterday," Daily Missoulian, January 11, 
1913, p. 5.
71 "Brave Men Rescue Bodies From Under The Snow," Daily Missoulian, 
February 3, 1913, p.l.
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Brave Men Rescue Bodies From Under the Snow

IN  T H E  C A D IN  W H E R E  T H E  E O D IE S  W E R E  F O U N D .
T H E  S L ID E .  — P h o to *  b y  1>. V a n  U la r lc o m .

June seemed to prompt an annual reminiscence of the
1908 flood. Like each previous year since the flood, the

72Missoulian m  1913 ran a full-page photo spread.
The interval between the occurrence of a news event and 

the date of publication of photos became shorter about this 
time, for a spot news picture of a New Haven Railroad acci­
dent in which 23 people were killed Tuesday, September 2,

"Unusual High Water and Damage It has Done Recall the Strenuous Time 
of Five Years Ago," Daily Missoulian, June 1, 1913, ed.sec., p. 5.
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was run Sunday, September 
737 — a delay of only five

days for a syndicate- 
supplied national news 
story.

Another national spot
news photo, of the Missouri
Athletic Club fire, was used
by the Missoulian six days

74after it occurred.
An unusual six-column 

panorama front-page photo 
from the Press Publishing 
company, apparently created 
by butting two pictures

"Somebody is to Blame for this Awful Wreck," Daily Missoulian, 
September 7, 1913, p. 1.
74 "Twenty-Six Bodies Found in Ruins of Great Blaze," Daily Missoulian, 
March 15, 1914, p. 4.
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75edge-to-edge, was used April 12, 1914.
The first indication of one newspaper attempting to 

distribute photos occurred with photos of sniper scenes in 
Vera Cruz credited to the "Chicago Tribune Photo Bureau, 
E.F. Weigle.1,76

Perhaps the most timely spot news photo up to that time 
appeared June 25, 1914, when the Missoulian ran the follow­
ing uncredited photo of the wrecked Butte Miners' Union Hall

77 . . . . .after an explosion June 23. An identification m  the

THE WRECK CF MINERS’ UN'ON HALU

75 Daily Missoulian, April 12, 1914, p. 1.
76 "Here Are Pictures and Dispatches That Reveal the Real Situation," 
Daily Missoulian, May 5, 1914, p.l.
77 "Mayor Threatens to Return Today," Daily Missoulian, June 25, 1914,
p. 1.
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W HO IS TO BLAME 
FOR THIS WRECK

R U I N S  OF N E W  Y O R K  T E N E M E N T  ( T A K E N  JU S T  AS UP P E R  S TO RI ES  
C O L L A P S E D )  IN W H I C H  FO U R W E R E  K I L L E D  BY D Y i'. AM I T E  BOMB.
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photo is indecipherable.
The mat service continued to provide timely spot news

photos. The preceding photo of a New York tenement des-
78troyed by dynamite appeared July 10, 1914.

On April 14, 1915, the Missoulian ran a poor picture of
the Jack Johnson-Jess Willard heavyweight title fight in

79Havana April 5. The photo apparently was an attempt at
aerial photography to show the large crowd. The ring and
fighters appeared very small in the lower right. The cut-
line says the photo was taken in the 26th round, just before
Willard KO'd Johnson.

The sinking of the Lusitania inspired an artist's
80depiction with a photo-inset of Captain William T. Turner.

Given the technological limitations of that period, it was
perhaps the most effective means of visually illustrating
the German aggression. But on May 29, 1915, the following

81bogus picture was run. The "photo" was actually a compo­
site montage of at least three different photographs. It

"Who is to Blame For This Wreck," (sic) Daily Missoulian, July 10,
1914, p. 1.
79 "First Photo of Big Black's Defeat," Daily Missoulian, April 14,
1915, p. 6.
80 "How Giant Ocean Liner Went Down Carrying Hundreds to Death," Daily 
Missoulian, May 12, 1915, p. 8.
81 "German Submarine Claimed Her Loved One, But Spared Life of this 
Woman Passenger on Ill-Fated Lusitania," Daily Missoulian, May 29, 1915, 
p.l.



GERMAN SUBMARINE CLAIMED HER LOVED ONE, HI T SPARED
LIFE OF THIS WOMAN PASSENGER ON ILL-FATED LUSITANIA

B E R E A V E D  W O M A N  P A S S E N G E R  T A L K I N G  W I T H  L I  E 'J T E N  A N  T  A L L A  N .

T h , .  i , h o l „  s l o w *  a  t y p k a l  m t , .  b a f . r *  th e  l i l t U 'k - c - i r t a in r . l  m  r t n *  In  Q - r a n  < „w n . L la m a r n n t  A l la n  r .f th a  
. ’  v m o i l ic r  w  i a m o n ic  th o r a  re s c u e d  f r o  i t , ,  L u i . l ta r . t a ,  1,  na an a o n v a r s in *  „  a n o th e r  - n r -

I f l a r  r P “  ’ "r , ' i , f ° r  »  '  r  P w h o  w -‘ "  dTO’ " ' ~ L  T1 r,K" r '-- "  w iv e d .  I *  one <.f th. f i r s t  ta k e n• ter tha Lu.lt.nl* a Idant to reach Ai. < lit a. ,
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was a fake— needless sensationalism of legitimate and tragic 
news. The outline compounds the crime by saying the photo 
"shows a typical scene before the black-curtained morgue in 
Queenstown."8  ̂ The picture may have depicted a "typical 
scene," but the composite was a false representation and the 
Missoulian, if aware of the chicanery, should not have used 
the picture.

Underwood & Underwood, a major photo syndicate, perpe­
trated the deception.

T H E  DAILY M ISSO U LIA N
P R IC E  F IV E  C E N TS

Stec m e r  E a s t la n d  L y in g  in  C h icago  R iv e r  A f t e r  T u r n in g  T u r t le
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Another disaster occurred July
24, 1915, when the Chicago River
Steamer Eastland capsized. The
July 29 Missoulian ran three excel-

83lent spot news photos, "one was
credited, although one cutline says
that the photo was taken by 11 an 

84amateur.11
An unusual promotional photo 

ran in the Missoulian on November
Q C3, 1916. The full-figure nude

(with pubic area air-brushed) of 
Audrey Munson, star of the motion 
picture Purity, also accompanied a 
November 5 review that said that 
there was ”... nothing in the pic­
ture of 'Purity* that could offend 
the most puritanic person, even 
though all of the scenes in which

83 "Steamer Eastland Lying in Chicago River After Turning Turtle," Daily 
Missoulian, July 29, 1915, p.l.

84 ibid.
85 Daily Missoulian, November 3, 1916, p. 6.

A U D R E Y  M U N S O N  IN " P U R I T Y , ” 
COMI NG T O  T H E  E MP R ES S  S U N ­
DA Y A N D  M O N D A Y ,  N O V E M B E R  

5 A N D  6.
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86Miss Munson poses are posed by her in the nude." The
"review" was a paid advertisement.

A five-day interval was apparent with two June 14,
871917, photos of the Speculator Mine disaster in Butte. 

Though the one on the front page (below)was taken "especially

Watching Work of Rescue at Butte Mine

: •ir&.k.
P E O P L E  W H O  H A D  R E L A T IV E S  O R  D E A R  F R IE N D S  C A U O H T  I X  T H E  D IS A S T E R  O F  L A S T  S A T t 'R -  

D A Y  C R O W D  A R O U N D  T H E  S P E C U L A T O R  S H A F T  AS  B O D IE S  A R E  B E IN G  B IU  i U O H T  T o  T H E  S U R F A C E . 
T H IS  I» I i * T l 'R E  W A S  T A K E N  E S P E C IA L L Y  F O R  T I I H  M ISS * H 'L IA  N .

"The Empress," Daily Missoulian, November 5, 1916, ed.sec., p. 3.
87 "Watching Work of Rescue at Butte Mine," Daily Missoulian, June 14, 
1917, pp. 1,3.
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88for the Missoulian/" the photos had no credit. The time
lapse is significant, for the news event occurred only 120
miles from Missoula.

On July 16, 1917, the Missoulian published an expose1
of the malpractice of a firm of "dental surgeons," "Modern
Dentists," owned by Mrs. Nona Monsch, a woman who admittedly

89knew nothing about dentistry. The following photo illus­
trated the story.

ENEAS GRANDJO, AS HE HAS LOOKED SINCE TREATMENT BY THE 
MODERN DENTISTS OF MISSOULA

What“Modern Dentistry Did 
to Grandjo, Flathead Farmer

Ibid., p. 1.
89 "What "Modern Dentistry" [sic] Did to Grandjo, Flathead Farmer," 
Daily Missoulian, July 16, 1917, p.2.
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That seemed to inspire the newspaper to increase its
illustration efforts on local stories. For example, four
photos used July 21 showed the ruins of a devastating fire 

90m  Drummond. According to the cutlme, the photos were 
taken four days earlier, but no credits were given.

During 1917 the Missoulian ran a number of war-related 
photos, apparently provided by the mat services. Most 
depicted troops in training or the aftermath of battle.

In early 1918 the newspaper began publishing fewer and 
smaller photographs, and by mid-year many issues did not 
have photos. Apparently news space was limited because of 
United States involvement in World War I. But by the end of 
1918, after the war ended, the Missoulian used more photos—  

though not often— through 1919. However, certain distinc­
tive photographs indicated noteworthy advances in tech­
nology. For example, photos of the Dempsey-Willard heavy-

91weight fight July 4, 1919 ran only four days later. The 
paper again demonstrated that it recognized the importance 
of illustrating local news by publishing a photo of a street 
scene in Stevensville to illustrate a September 27, 1919,

"Pictures of Ruined Area in Drummond, Daily Missoulian, July 21, 
1917, p.5.
91 ."The First Knockdown in Fourth Fight," Daily Missoulian, July 8,
1919, p. 6.



97

story about a fire that burned the buildings in the photo-
92graphs.

Photo use in 1920 paralleled that of 1919— pictures 
were mostly of people, not events; spot news was almost 
nonexistent; few sports photos appeared. But some excep­
tions to that pattern did occur. For example, the following

93photo, taken "by James Hare the World’s Most Famous Press

POLES IN TRENCHES FACING BOLSHEVIK HORDES

92 "Buildings Destroyed at Stevensville," Daily Missoulian, September 
27, 1919, p.2.
92 Jimmy Hare was one of the most colorful pioneer photo journalists. 
He covered nearly every major news event during his career, from the 
destruction of the U.S. battleship Maine in Havana during the Spanish- 
American War in 1898 to the closing days of World War I in Europe. His 
ingenuity and no-holds-barred attitude for getting pictures set the 
standard for the new profession.

The son of a London camera manufacturer, Hare came to New York and 
freelanced, supplying Illustrated American magazine with most of its 
photos from 1896 to 1898. He then went to Collier1s Weekly where he was 
assigned to cover the Maine in Cuba.

Hare was innovative in his use of folding cameras and roll film 
instead of the popular 5 by 7 Graflex. Kobre, p.9.
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94Photographer," appeared July 14, 1920.
The first photos of a Wall Street bomb explosion in

which 35 people were killed appeared in the Missoulian five
95days after the blast.

N e w  Y o r k  S e p t .  2<>.— R e l ie f  w o r k e r s  a n d  a m b u la n c e s  a r r i v e d  o n  th e  s c e n e  w i t h i n  a  fe w  m o m e n ts  a f t e r  th e  e x ­
p lo s io n  in  W a l l  Street, w h ic h  k i l le d  .15, I n ju r e d  m o r e  t h a n  20c a n d  b a d ly  d a m a g e d  th e  M o r g a n  b a n k .  T h e  p i c t u r e  
s h o w s  r e l i e f  w o r k e r s  p la c in g  th e  b o d ie s  o f  d e a d  a n d  I n ju r e d  in  a m b u la n c e s .

A followup woodcut, apparently engraved from a photograph,
96was run September 28.

"Poles In Trenches Facing Bolshevik Hordes," Daily Missoulian, July 
14, 1920, p. 8.
95 "Caring for the Wounded Following New York Explosion," Daily 
Missoulian, September 21, 1920, pp. 1,4.
96 "No Closed Packages in N.Y. Customs House," Daily Missoulian, 
September 28, 1920, p.l.
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The Missoulian returned to local picture coverage April 
973, 1921, with a special "Acquaintance Edition" that

featured biographies and thumbnail portraits of Missoula's 
"live-wire" people. It looked like a chamber of commerce 
production, and since most of those depicted were Missoula 
businessmen, that may have been the case. Most of the 
photos were credited to Paschal Studio in Missoula.

Again, on May 29, 1921, 13 years after the fact, the
. . . . . 971908 flood was revisited with the original photos.

During the early 1920s, the development of smaller
cameras, more sensitive film, and faster lenses made it
possible for any newspaper to provide photographic coverage,
but in 1922 the Missoulian failed to provide pictures of the
National Editorial Association's annual convention in
Missoula July 19 to 22. Reportorial coverage began July 

9911 with subsequent stories filed by a "staff corres­
pondent,"100 who apparently accompanied the group on an

Sunday Missoulian, April 3, 1921, acquaintance edition, 8 pp.
98 "What Happened to the Bridge," Daily Missoulian, May 29, 1921, p. 1, 
and "Scenes From Missoula's Flood of 1908," Ibid., p.4.
99 "Editors are Coming; Reach State Today; Two Special Trains," Daily 
Missoulian, July 11, 1922. p. 1.

"Masked Bandits Capture Cars Bearing N.E.A. Visitors West," Daily 
Missoulian, July 12, 1922, p.l.
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excursion train across Montana. However, the only photos 
were a shot of the N.E.A. party at Miles City^0'*' and front­
page mug shots (obviously file photos) of the new N.E.A. 
officers.102

On October 15, 1922, despite a six-page N.E.A. section
devoted to the "One Million Lines of Priceless Publi- 

103city," the Missoulian ran only file photos of sites and 
communities visited by the editors with excerpts of stories 
about Missoula written by convention delegates.

WILSON AS HE LOOKS TO DAY

Here is the lutuet photograph of ex-President Woodrow Wilson t.iken while I ’ 
the former executive was enjoying an afternoon auto spin Vhe picture was 1 snapped from another car traveling at .?0 milt s an hour , J

101 "Group Photograph of Some of the Editors Who Arrived Here This 
Morning-Arriving at Miles City," Daily Missoulian, July 19, 1922, p.l.
102 "Newly-elected N.E.A. Officers," Daly Missoulian, July 22, 1922,
p.l.
103 "One Million Lines of Priceless Publicity," Sunday Missoulian, 
October 15, 1922, N.E.A. sec., pp. 1-6.
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An example of the technology present at the time is
apparent in the preceding photo of former President Woodrow

104Wilson, which appeared October 12, 1922. The cutlme
notes that "the picture was snapped from another car

105traveling at 30 miles an hour." To take a photo under
those conditions, a fast shutter speed and fast emulsion
film were required.

On January 31, 1923, the Missoulian* s long affiliation 
with the Associated Press photo service began with the

1 A Cappearance of the first photo credited "to that agency. 
However, the news service didn't officially enter the photo­
journalism field until 1927 (see pp. 48-49), so this early 
appearance is inexplicable.

An interesting photographic comparison of the Univer­
sity of Montana's 1923 student body and faculty with that of
1899 appeared on the newspaper's front page February 11,

107 . .1923. The following day the Missoulian ran a caption

104 "Wilson As He Looks Today," Daily Missoulian, October 12, 1922,
p.8.
105 T ,Ibid.
106 "Anti-Saloon Head Accused," Daily Missoulian, January 31, 1923,
p.l.
107 "Pictures of 1899 and 1923 Show How the University Grew From a 
Small School to its Present Importance," Sunday Missoulian, February 11, 
1923, p.l.
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story under a photo of the unique setup 
used by Charles T. Jennings to photo­
graph the 1923 class.

The Missoulian carelessly over­
looked local photo coverage of the Jack 
Dempsey-Tommy Gibbons heavweight cham­
pionship fight in Shelby, Montana, just 
228 miles from Missoula. One would 
expect that because of the proximity and 
the newspaper's inherent responsibility 
to report major news events completely, 
the Missoulian would have capitalized on 
this major sporting event to become a 
national news source.

Though the newspaper did not 
provide local photo coverage, it did 
send sports reporters Ray Rocene, French 

Ferguson, and Martin Hutchens for complete written coverage. 
Unfortunately, photo coverage was limited to a pre-fight 
picture taken by Newspaper Enterprise Association photo-

Campus Gets Shot
Model “Oil Derrick” Used 

to Snap Smiling Faces

" W h a t  i p  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  t h e  l a r g e s t  

g r o u p  p i c t u r e  i - n r  t a k e n  I n  M o n t a n a  
w a s  s n a p p e d  o n  t i n  u n i v e r s i t y  c a m -  
p u s  T u e s d a y  m o r n i n g  w h e n  C h a r l e s  
J e n n i n g s ,  c o m m e r c i a l  p h o t o g r a p h ® !  
s n a p p e d  t h e  e n t i r e  s t u d e n t  h o d .v  o f  

1 0  a n d  7 5  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y .
I ’ r l n t s  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e  w i l l  h e  s h o w n !  
t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  b y  P r e s i d e n t  

C l a p p  t o  g i v e  t h e m  a n  i d e a  o f  t h e  
I s i z e  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .

T h e  p i c t u r e  w a s  t a k e n  f r o m  a  h i g h  
w o o d e n  s t a n d ,  e r e c t e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e .  I 

C la s s e s  w e r e  d i s m i s s e d  a  h  i l l  h o u r  
e a r l y  t h a t  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h  m i g h t  h e

"Campus Gets Shot," Daily Missoulian, February 12, 1923, p. 2.
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grapher Bob Dorman,'*'09 another N.E.A. pre-fight photo,'*''*'0
and an uncredited picture of the crowd that greeted the
champ July 4.111

Increased sensitivity of film emulsions became apparent
with night photos provided by the mat services. On July 17,
1923, the Missoulian ran N.E.A. night pictures of the Willard- 

11 2Firpo fight.

J u s t  b e fo r e  the k n o t k o m :  A n  u n u s u a l  p i c t u r e ,  t a k e n  a t  n i g h t ,  s h o w s  t h e  c r o u c h i n g  a t t a c k  o f  L u i s  A n g e l  F i r p o
A r g e n t in e  h e a v y w e ig h t  In  r u l i n g  o n  J e s s  W ^ l a r d  j u s t  b e f o r e  lu» p u t  o v e r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  t h e  j a w  t h a t  k n o c k e d  o u t  t h e  
A m e r i c a n  in  th e  e ig h t h  r o u n d .  A  n e o n l  c r o w d ,  i n  D o y le 's  t h i r t y  A c r e s ,  J e r s e y  C i t y ,  X .  J ..  r a w  F i r p o  w i n  a n d  p a v e  t h o

"Jack Sure Treats 'Em Rough," Daily Missoulian, June 29, 1923 p.6. 

"Dempsey Sparring With Negro," Sunday Missoulian, July 1, 1923,

109

110 
p.11.
111 "Crowd at Shelby Station Greets Champion," Daily Missoulian, July 
6, 1923, p.l
112 "Two Pictures of the Willard-Firpo Fight," Daily Missoulian, July 
17, 1923, p.6.
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113Twelve days later another night boxing picture appeared.
Speed was the catchword as the photographic medium 

became more sophisticated. The cutline for photos of the
massive earthquake in Japan in 1923 boasted of the speed

114with which the pictures were "rushed" to the Missoulian, 
though more than two weeks elapsed until the photos, of poor 
quality, appeared. (Front page photo below.)

FIRST PICTURE OF JAP QUAKE TO REACH UNITED STATES

Yokoham a a few minute's a fte r the earthquake Fires are breaking out at se< res o f d iffe ren t p iin  , whil 
age from  the collapsed dock in the foreground. 1 he shattering o f this dock threw a number o f per into 
from  the custom house at the Canadian P acific  docks.

T h is  p ic tu re  was rushed to  The M issoulian by speediest boat and tra in  from the land la :d wa ;e by tlie i
(C opyrigh t 1923, by United Newspictures.)

113 "Tendler Hangs On To Avert A Knockout," Sunday Missoulian, July 29, 
1923, p. 10.
114 "First Picture of Jap Quake to Reach United States," Daily 
Missoulian, September 18, 1923, p.l.
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M’DONALD AT HISTORIC SPOT Of local interest at 
that time was a photo of 
Duncan McDonald, a Flat­
head Indian, and Alex Kai 
Too, brother of Chief 
Merchalle of the Kali- 
spell tribe, at the site 
of Kullyspell House, the 
first (1809) Northwest 
trading post established 
by David Thompson, 
pioneer explorer for whom
Thompson • Falls is 

115named. The photo is
credited to Duboise.

'Photo by Duboise.

T h is  p icture shows the discoverers ' w ell-know  w e s t e r n  M o n tan a  • h arai -  
Of the S i t e  of the fam ous K u llys) ell Ur iud son ot‘ A n « “ "  -McDonald, early  

, . day  tra ile r. K n i - e l i n g  beside him  is
bouse, the f irs t trad in g  i-ost In the y|< x R ^  T<><> a M „, an ,i , llind bro th er
northw est, e s t a b l i s h e d  I n  lS t '9  b y  I > . : v .  ( l£  c h i e f  M e r c h e l h  o f  t h e  K allepe! 
Id T h o m p s o n ,  fam ous p i o n e e r  a n d  e x - t r i b e .  T h e  o l d  I n d i a n  r e m e m b e r e d  t h e  

p l o r e r ,  f o r  v . h o m  T h o m p s o n  I  a l l s  I s  s i t e .  T h e  J ' t a r s  a n d  S t r l | > e s  were  
n a m e d .  T h e  s t a n d i n g  f l - ' u r e  i s  t h a t  r a i s e d  t h e r e  A u g u s t  2 5  o f  t h i s  y e a r ,  

o f  D u n c a n  M c D o n a l d  o f  t h e  F l a t h e a d ,  a f t e r  l i t  y e a r s .

"McDonald at Historic Spot," Sunday Missoulian, September 16, 1923, 
ed.sec., p. 1.
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A full page of N.E.A. photos of the Dempsey-Firpo
heavyweight title fight appeared in the Missoulian September
19, 1923, five days after the match.

News photographers not only took advantage of more
sensitive film emulsions during that period but also began
experimenting with specialized equipment. On November 25,
1923, the Missoulian ran an NEA photo taken with a telephoto

117lens, the first such photo to appear m  the newspaper.

A REMARKABLE PHOTOGRAPH QF WILD L1I

. M i d  M r .  L i o n  a n d  h i *  f a m i l y .  T h e  p i c t u r e  w a s  t a k e n  I n  A f r i t  a  ls> . l o !  n  H a y e n b c - c k  d u r i n g  a  ro< 

d i t i o n .  T h e  l i o n  f a m i l y  i s  h o u n d  f o r  a  d r i n f c  < f  n i c e ,  c o o l i n g '  w a t e r .  I . o n  d is t a n t  lo u s e s  m a d e  th e

"Dempsey-Firpo Fight is Told in Pictures," Daily Missoulian, 
September 19, 1923, p. 7.
117 "A Remarkable Photograph of Wild Life," Sunday Missoulian, November 
25, 1923, ed. sec., p.l.
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TELEGRAPH PICTURE ACCURATE

The first photograph 
transmitted by telegraph 
appeared in the Sunday 
Missoulian January 20, 
1924.118

Radio, soon to be 
used in transmitting 
photographs, was used to 
broadcast the opening 
game of the 1924 baseball

season. The N.E.A.
considered this worthy
of photo coverage, and
the May 4 Missoulian
ran a photo of the
announcer and radio 

119operator.

118 "Telegraph Picture Accurate," Sunday Missoulian, January 20, 1924, 
ed.sec., p. 10.
119 "Radio at Baseball Opening," Sunday Missoulian, May 4, 1924, ed. 
sec., p.5.

\SEBALL OPENING
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As late as 1924 wood engravings still were being used.
An engraved portrait of a former Bitterroot resident

120appeared May 13, and a news woodcut depicting James D.
Phelan nominating William C. McAdoo at the Democratic

121National Convention was run June 26. Though technology
did not allow next-day photo coverage, the June 25
Missoulian nonetheless ran a photo the day after the opening
of the convention with this misleading cutline:

Here is Senator Pat Harrison delivering his key­
note speech at the Democratic national convention.
The picture was taken a few days previous to the 
first session while the senator was trying out his 
voice in the convention hall. Note the amplifying 
horns, which carry the voices of the speakers to 
all parts of the hall, and the microphone which 
takes the speeches out to the world by radio. 
(Emphasis added.)
That effort to establish the same immediacy for photo

and written coverage indicates that the industry recognized
the importance of simultaneous news and photo reports.
However, since simultaneous coverage was impossible, the
first photo of the opening of the convention did not run

123until four days after it had begun. The cutline noted

"Mrs. Allis in Court," Daily Missoulian, May 13, 1924, p.l.
121 "Phelan Makes Speech Nominating M'Adoo," Daily Missoulian, June 26, 
1924, p. 4.
122 "Senator Harrison Scores Republican Party," Daily Missoulian, June 
25, 1924, p.l.
123 "Democrats Assembling for Opening Session," Daily Missoulian, June 
28, 1924, p.5.
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that the photo was "rushed by automobiles, fast express
trains and airplanes to all parts of the United States by

1 24the N.E.A. Service." ^
The telegraph increasingly became a part of picture 

dissemination. For instance, an aerial photo of the destruc­
tion caused by a tornado at the Illinois-Missouri border 
noted in its cutline that the picture was "wired to the
Pacific coast by the American Telephone and Telegraph Corn-

125pany, and sent to this newspaper by N.E.A. service."
Newspapers continually reminded their readers of the

effort put into distributing photographs. The following
excerpt from the cutline for a photo of the Shenandoah
dirigible crash near Ava, Ohio, is a good example:

... This exclusive picture was rushed to this city 
by auto, airplane and fast mail through special 
arrangements.-, made by N.E.A. Service and The 
Missoulian.
Evidently, about 1926, the N.E.A. established a network 

of bureaus, or at least tried to give that impression, 
because on May 4, the first of a series of human-interest 
feature photos credited to an "N.E.A. Service bureau"

124 Ibid.
125 "Telephoto of Destruction Wrought by Storm," Daily Missoulian, 
March 24, 1925, p.l.
126 "First Picture of Shenandoah After Crash, Killing 14," Daily 
Missoulian, September 7, 1926, p.l.
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127appeared. On June 11, 1926, the photo was an aerial view
of Dayton, Ohio, taken at night with the light from an
aerial flashlight bomb developed by the Army. That photo

128was credited to the N.E.A. Cleveland bureau.

T h is  r e m a r k a b le  p h o t o g r a p h  s h o w s  th e  c i t y  o f  D a y to n ,  O h io ,  a s  i t  lo o k s  a t  9 ;4 5  p .  in .  I t  w a s  t a k e n  b y  a n  a r m y  
i l r  s e r v ic e  p h o t o g r a p h e r  b y  th e  l i g h t  o f  o n e  o f  th e  n e w  a e r ia l  f l a s h l i g h t  b o m b s ,  d r o p p e d  f r o m  a  p la n e .  T h e  b o m b  
S o n ta in s  50  p o u n d s  o f  m a g n e s iu m  a n d  m a k e s  a  n o is e  t h a t  c a n  b e  h e a r d  f o r  m ile s ,  b i f c  t h e  f la s h  la s ts  o n l y  a  f i f t i e t h  

f  a  s e c o n d  a n d  Is  h a r d ly  v i s ib le  t o  t h e  n a k e d  e ye .
, 4 ^ -  E .  A . ,  C le v e la n d  R u r e a u )

PHOTOGRAPHING A CITY AT NIGHT TIME

The next step in speedy photo dissemination employed 
radio. The first use of a radio-transmitted photo in the 
Missoulian occurred August 12, 1926, when an N.E.A. photo of 
extremely poor quality, a problem that bedeviled radio 
photos from the first, showed Gertrude Ederle preparing to

127 "Mount Vesuvius Erupts," Daily Missoulian, May 4, 1926, p.l.
128 "Photographing a City at Night Time," Daily Missoulian, June 11, 
1926, p. 4.
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129swim the English Channel. The cutline said the picture
"...was radioed to New York and rushed to The Missoulian by- 
airplane and express train."130

START OF EPIC SWIM

© N E A
I  J i l l  J J u r j je .  s jc l O  (-i I  r i a l  r  K d o i  ] I : i f i n a l  c o a  t  o f  g r e a s e  a  a n  m ie n  I l i e f u r e  n b c  e a t *  W a te r  a t  t. 'a  |) ( i t  i s  X  • / „  !• I a  l i r e ,

r  I.  i I J n - l i s h  q h n n n e l  . i r n .  T i l l *  N .  I. ’  S e r v h e  p i r t u r e  u . i *  I "  W \ \  Y . ir U  a l l i l  r u s h e d  I. T h e  .M is *  n i l i a i l

a i r p l a n e  a m i  ^ x p r e s e  t r o ' T l i

"Start of Epic Swim," Daily Missoulian, August 12, 1926, p.5.
130 ..Ibid.
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Telegraph and radio transmission did not, however, 
immediately alter the standard interval for photo dissemina­
tion. For example, the first pictures of Gene Tunney ending 
Jack Dempsey's seven-year reign as the world heavyweight

I'rsc  Pictures o f World's Heavyweight Championship Fight
Reach Missoula Gver TelepHoto and A ir  M a il From Ringside^



113

boxing champion were not run until four days after the 
fight.131

But even local photos required three days to appear, if
the following picture of Rumania's Queen Marie, taken when

132her train stopped at Missoula, is used as an example.

QUEEN MARIE AND CHILDREN WELCOMED TO MISSOULA

n'ki a
Hlifh Tl'vf

Eii I M
The p ic tu re  w as taken as P res iden t C la p p  in tro d u ce d  the queen to  the c ro w d  a t the N o rth e rn  P a c ific  de po t 1 n the p ic tu re  f ro m  le ft to  r ig h t < 

n f the C ha m b er o f  C om m erce, (s ta n d in g  beside the c a r ) ,  o n e  o f th e  queen's a id es; A  K  Lusk o f H elena . !? r C . H . C lap p . Princess lleana . Q u e  
i W ash in g to n  p o lice  capta in .

Prince N .colas and !

Again, in late 1926, the artist with his sketch pad
emerged to supplement photo coverage. On November 28,
Vincent Massey "sketched from a photograph" Canada's envoy

] 33to the United States.

131 "First Pictures of World's Heavyweight Championship Fight Reach 
Missoula Over Telephoto and Air Mail From Ringside," Daily Missoulian, 
September 27, 1926, p.8.
132 "Queen Marie and Children Welcomed to Missoula," Daily Missoulian, 
November 5, 1926, p.l.
133 "Canada's First Envoy to U.S. Diplomatic, Rich and Talented," 
Sunday Missoulian, November 28, 1926, ed.sec., p.4.
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By 1927 local photos appeared with less delay, but it 
seemed to be due to the efforts of ambitious local photo­
graphers rather than the Missoulian, A transcontinental
train derailed 40 miles west of Missoula on January 6, and

134the Missoulian printed a McKay-credited photo January 8.

PHOTOGRAPH SHOWING THE REAR CAR OF THE TRANSCONTINENTAL
TRAIN WRECKED 40 MILES WEST OF MISSOULA THURSDAY MORNING

Thie it the observation coach of tho Olympian, one of the crack train* of the Milwaukee railway which went Into the ditoh at Cyr siding. The tolid 
construction of the care is demonstrated by the fact that although they left the rails and turned over, they remained undamaged in supersructure. Few 
parfcengers were injured in the sleeping care, one of which i t shown in ther picture, meat of the caeualtiee occurring in the day coaches.

Though the newspaper itself initiated few photographic 
advances, it apparently recognized the importance of visual 
support for the news, for it used more local photos in 1927 
than in previous years. Most were credited to McKay or 
Dorian.

"Photograph Showing the Rear Car of the Transcontinental Train 
Wrecked 40 Miles West of Missoula Thursday Morning," Daily Missoulian, 
January 8, 1927, p. 1.
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A remarkably fine-quality photo of Mrs. W.W. Johnson, a
Bitterroot resident who once sat in Abraham Lincoln's lap,

135was published March 27, 1927, credited to Dorian.

v X 'i

(i.’holograph by l>orian>
MRS. W. W. JOHNSON

"She Sat on the Lap of Lincoln as a Little Girl in Illinois," 
Sunday Missoulian, March 27, 1927, p.l
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Though the cutline for the
"First Picture of [the] Burning of
Pinedo’s Plane" 6 states that the
photo was delivered to cities 3,000
miles away within 24 hours, the
Missoulian printed it four days
after the crash, which occurred at

137Roosevelt Dam, Arizona.
Soon after that, a photo of 

the start of the Paris-to-New York 
flight of Captain Charles Nungesser
demonstrated a significant reduc-

138tion in distribution time. 
Although the quality was poor, the 
international news photo was pub­
lished just three days after the 
event. The cutline said the photo
broke all records "for the speedy

139transmission of newspictures."

136 "First Picture of Burning of Pinedo's Plane, Daily Missoulian, April 
12, 1927, p.3.
137 Ibid.
138 "'Radio-Telephoto* Shows Start of Paris-to-New York Flight," Daily 
Missoulian, May 13, 1927, p. 4.

FIRST PlCTl RE OF B U RNING OF 
PINEDO’S PL  iA  E
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P h o to  C o p y r ig h t ,  1927. N .  E .  A  S e rv ic e . T r a n .m it U H l b y  R a d io p h o to  a n d  T e le  

. T i r r , - ' T T ‘ " . T  ‘“ T  ShOW8 tho " " r t  o t  C h a r le s  N u n c rs s e r 's  a t te m p t  to  f ly  f ro m  la '  B o u rp . t ,  F ra n c e , to  N e w
m  n, „ “ *  f »  U.rl  * h ° " B. c r a w l in g  in to  th e  c o c k p it  fo r  th e  t a k e - o f f  w h ile  F re n c h  s o ld ie rs  a r e  g u a r d in ,m o to red  p ia ne  
B«er ,  r<‘r “ r  , ,o r  * "P cedy t ra n s m is s io n  o f  n e w s p li tu  re s  w e re  b ro k e n  b y X .  E .  A . S e rv le e  in  g e t t in g  th is  p ic tu r e  to  T h e  M ia s o i  

f  M a v  8 ra n c o is  C o ll, b o th  o f  w h o m  a r e  F r e n c h  w a r  v e te ra n s , to o k  o f f  f r o m  L e  B o u rg c t  a t  5 *1 9  n m . (F r e n c h  t im e )  o
~  . i ' . , ' t n  11S ,0  1 e P lan e ro a re d  o f f  to w a r d  A m e r ic a , w a s  ru s h e d  to  I-o n  don  a n d  th e re  t r a n s m it te d  to  N e w  Y o r k  h
w T . t r  im t lo n  2  J . n . T  n  ^  1,1 « P I '" * * ln .a t e iy  IS  h o u rs  a f t e r  th e  f l ig h t  s ta r te d  a n d  th e n  w a s  p la c e d  o n  th e  A . T .  &  T . te le f
I " a,< on  P a c if ic  coast b e fo re  t l io  tw o  in t r e p id  f ly e rs  w e re  s c h e d u le d  to  re a c h  N e w  Y o r k .

To underscore the rapid transmission, outlines provided
detailed descriptions of the effort required to speed photos
to readers. A typical example was the cutline for the
N.E.A. photo of souvenir hunters scavenging Lindbergh’s
plane, America, as it was pulled from the water near Ver-
Sur-Mer, France.

These photos were sent to N.E.A. Service on the 
liner Awaitania. A Chris Craft speedboat 
traveling 45 miles an hour brought them into New 
York from the liner’s anchorage at Quarantine-.
From New York they were rushed to The Missoulian.
In addition to a number of file photos used in 1927,

Dorian was credited with a special track and field section

“ R A D IO -T E LE P H O T O ”  SHOW S S T A R T  O F P A R IS -T O -N E W  Y O R K  F L IG H T

"America, When It Is Pulled Out of Water Near Ver-Sur-Mer, Is 
Attacked by Souvenir Hunters/' Daily Missoulian, July 13, 1927, p.l.
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May 6, 1928. The section, published before the 25th inter­
scholastic track meet, features action photos from the

141previous year’s meet.
Radio and telegraph transmission didn’t seem to aid 

photo coverage at the 1928 Republican National Convention. 
Pictures of the opening in Kansas City June 12 didn’t appear
in the Missoulian until June 17, a return to the five-day

142interval.
But locally, the Missoulian, surprisingly, provided

photos of a disastrous $1^ million fire in Helena just two
143days after it occurred.

The first photo credited to ’’Associated Press Tele-
144photo” appeared m  the Missoulian August 12, 1928,

about a year-and-a-half after the photo service was 
initiated. (See p. 48)

"University's Twenty-Fifth Meet," Sunday Missoulian, May 6, 1928, 
track and field sec., pp. 1-8.
142 "Opening of Republican Convention in Kansas City," Sunday 
Missoulian, June 17, 1928, p.9.
143 "Fire Destroys $1,500,000 in Helena in Three Hours," Daily 
Missoulian, July 18, 1928, p. 9.
144 "Society Girl is Engaged to Wed Gene Tunney, Retired Titleholder," 
Sunday Missoulian, August 12, 1928, p.l.
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FIRE DESTROYS $1,500,090 IN  HELENA IN  THREE HOURS

U p p e r  le f t— T h e  P o w e r b lo c k  on  f ire  w h e re  th e  H e le n a  f ire  d e p a r tm e n t che cked  the  b laze . U p p e r  r ig h t— R em a ins  o f  the  N e w
Y o r k  s to re  f r o m  th e  re a r, f ig h t in g  fo r  the  P o w e r b lo c k  a n d  C u r t in  b u ild in g . L o w e r  le f t— N e w  Y o r k  s to re  fro n t.  L o w e r  r ig h t—  
L o o k in g  th ro u g h  re a r o f  B u d d -F is h e r D ru g  c o m p a n y , “ N i f t y  B i l l ’ ’ and  S heehan C ig a r c o m p a n y  a t a b o u t 5 o c lo c k  M o n d a y  m o rn in g .
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This was followed by a timely national spot news photo
just three days after the wreck of a New York subway 

145tram. Unfortunately, because of poor quality, the photo 
would be indistinguishable without cutline information.

WRECKAGE OF CAR OF ILL-FATED SUBWAY TRAIN  
IS CUT AW AY BY WORKMEN W IT H  BLOW TORCHES

F irs t p h o to g ra p h  in M issoula o f the w reckage o f  the N ew  Y o rk  subw ay tra in  T h e  p ic ture  
shows in te r io r  o f  the n in th  car o f the ill- fa te d  tra in , w h ich  was the  scene o f the  moat casualties.
Rescue squad is show n c u ttin g  aw ay masses o f tw is te d  steel w ith  b lo w  torches. The  p ho tog raph  
was tra n -n u tte d  b y  te lephone  to  the P ac ific  coast bureau o f  N F A  Service a t San Francisco

The Missoulian persistently took undue credit for 
photos provided by syndicates. For example, a January 26, 
1929, spot news picture of a train-bus collision in Belle­
vue, Ohio, contained this cutline statement: 11 ...graphic
photograph taken by cameraman for The Missoulian and N.E.A.

"Wreckage of Car of Ill-Fated Subway Train is Cut Away by Workmen 
With Blow Torches," Daily Missoulian, August 27, 1928, p.l.
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146Service." In this instance, the newspaper even took
priority over the agency that provided the picture.

On May 5 the newspaper ran an action photo as a buildup
147to the 1929 interscholastic track meet. Although the

newspaper didn't mention it, the photo also had been used to
illustrate the 1928 meet and, in fact, was taken year's
previously by Dorian.

Beginning about mid-1929, an interval of three days or
fewer seemed to be normal for syndicate-supplied photos. On
May 18, the Missoulian printed four spot news photos of
firemen removing patients from a hospital in Cleveland

148following a May 15 explosion. Three were credited to the 
N.E.A. and one was supplied by the "Associated Press Photo, 
by telephoto from Cleveland, Ohio."149

The following AP photo appeared September 1, just
. . 150two-and-a-half days after a collision at sea.

146 "Nineteen Persons Meet Death in Crossing Accident When Interurban 
Car Hits Bus Near Bellevue, Ohio," Daily Missoulian, January 26, 1929, 
P-l.
147 "Interscholastic Meet Makes This a Gala Week," Sunday Missoulian, 
May 5, 1929, sports sec., p. 7.
148 "Scene of Disaster That Claimed 125 Lives When Explosion and Fire 
Wrecked Cleveland Clinic," Daily Missoulian, May 18, 1929, pp. 1, 2.
149 T, 0 Ibid., p. 2.
150 "Sea Tragedy Near San Francisco Costs Sixty-Eight Lives,* Two Ships 
Collide South of Golden Gate," Sunday Missoulian, September 1, 1929, 
p.5.
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SEA TRAGEDY NEAR SAN FRANCISCO
LIVES; TWO SHIPS COLLIDE

mm I  — pqr  ----- - — 4 u •j*- -ft 111 h h h i  Km

As the speed of distribution increased, outlines began
to mention the time of the news event. The Missoulian ran a
local sports action picture Thursday, October 10, 1929, in
which the cutline stated that the action occurred "last 

1 siSaturday." Although the picture had no credit, it
probably was taken by a local photographer.

"When Montana Tied Washington in Gridiron Upset at Seattle; Clyde 
Carpenter Dashes to Touchdown," Daily Missoulian, October 10, 1929, p.l.
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Clyde Carpenter, Montana halfback, sp rin ting  and tw isting through a hole in the W ashington 
line to earn six points fo r the Grizzlies in  the game w ith  the U niversity o f ashington at Seattle 
last Saturday. On Carpenter’ s le ft are R .iy Lewis, taking out a H usky back, ind  Reid Harm on, 
on the ground, b locking o ff a b ig  W ashington tackle. Peterson is d ire c tly  behind Carpenter, 
shielding him  from  rear attacks. W a lker is to be seen in a heap o f Huskies, who he has spilled. 
Geehan. W ashington ouarterback, is d irec tly  in  the  center foreground, m aking a fly ing  d ive in

WHEN MONTANA TIED WASHINGTON IN GRIDIRON UPSET 
AT SEATTLE; CLYDE CARPENTER DASHES TO TOUCHDOWN

The syndicates also began to include the time of the
news event in their photo information. For example, on
Friday, October 11, 1929, photos from the opening game of

152the World Series "on Tuesday" appeared.
By late-1929 flash was no longer a curiosity to news 

photography. An uncredited front-page photo of a train 
derailment near Saugus, California, obviously was exposed 
with the aid of artificial light, but no mention of the 
method used to achieve the picture was made in the cut-

"Here's the Way the Opener Looked," Daily Missoulian, October 11, 
1929, p.9.
153 "Bandits Wreck Train to Hold Up Passengers, Engine Turns Over, 
Engineer Seriously Injured," Daily Missoulian, November 13, 1929, p. 1.
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BANDITS WRECK TRAIN TO HOLD UP PASSENGERS 
ENGINE TURNS OVER, ENGINEER SERIOUSLY INJURED

D era ile d  S ou the rn  P a c ific  loc o m o tiv e  near Saugus, C a l.. a fte r  i t  was w recked  b y  b and its  w ho  
la te r ro bb e d  passengers. E ng ineer R . C. B a ll was se rious ly  in ju re d .

By 1930 it seemed as if Missoulian editors were 
emphasizing the newsworthiness of photos, perhaps because of 
the more timely manner in which they could be publshed. For
example the headline "Storm Hampers Effort to Recover Bodies

154 iof Movie Tragedy Victims" appeared over two mug shots
January 6. The cutline told of the collision of two air­
planes over the ocean off Santa Monica while filming a 
movie. Hollock Rouse, pilot, and Kenneth Hawks, director, 
were two of the seven victims still missing. Earlier 
coverage of a similar event probably would have included the
pictures under simple label heads.

"Storm Hampers Effort to Recover Bodies of Movie Tragedy Victims," 
Daily Missoulian, January 6, 1930, p.l.
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But the Missoulian seemed, at
one point, to be straining to
establish a news peg. On January
15, it resurrected a file photo of
a Corvallis football team in front
of the schoolhouse to run with a
story about the destruction of the

155school by fire. The cutline
said the picture depicted "one of
the football teams which brought
fame to the valley . . . posed in
front of the structure which is in 

156ruins.1' Fortunately, the photo
was small.

Rapid transmission of radio
photographs apparently entered the
forensic field in 1930 when a

suspected embezzler was apprehended based on the following
157photograph, radio-transmitted from New York to England.

RADIO PICTU 
OFFICERS

A  radio  photograph of C.
P. W estergaard, ahove, reached  
England before he did. So 
when he landed, he was iden­
tified, arrested, and brought 
back to this country to face a 
charge o f having em bezzled  
$ 6 0 ,0 0 0  w hile  he was em ­
ployed as a bookkeeper >n a 
N ew  Y o rk  bank. H e  is the ! 
first person ever to be a r­
rested through the m edium  of 
an internationally  broadcast 
picture.

155 "Bitter Root Schoolhouse Destroyed by Fire Tuesday,11 Daily 
Missoulian, January 15, 1930, p.l.
156 T.Ibid.
1 5 7 "Radio Picture Officers' Aid," Daily Missoulian, March 21, 1930,
p.l.
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A photo of the North Coast Limited, a new Northern
Pacific pullman, being showered with apple blossoms in the
Orchard Homes area of Missoula was run with a cutline that
said the photo was taken by "a Northern Pacific photo- 

158grapher." And two similar public-relations-type photos
of Frank M. Kerr, then vice president and general manager of
the Montana Power Company, being adopted as a member of the

159Kootenai Tribe appeared June 3.

KoosTklfH • f j  t i le  
Kwrrfcfli r c v r

SHmf hh,  os vmjx otto r n t » t

f r a n k  m k e r ft-

m  wr m u s t  H *
Tltue

/u D F fO H L

t e  . * 5

*KAL7-MX*0UA!T n.w.m" *

H A N D IN G  T H E  B U C K S K IN  O F  A D O P T IO N  T O  F . M . K E R R . .

WHEN A MONTANA POWER COMPANY OFFICIAL BECAME A MEMBER OF KOOTENAI
INDIAN TRIBE

Charles Augustus Lindbergh Jr., soon to be the subject 
of more serious news reports, appeared in a lighthearted

"Orchard Homes Blossoms Bombard Locomotive Bringing New North Coast 
Limited Into City," Daily Missoulian, May 15, 1930, p.l.

"When a Montana Power Company Official Became a Member of Kootenai 
Indian Tribe," Daily Missoulian, June 3, 1930, p.2.
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photo July 11, 1930, as the most popularly photographed baby 
in the United States.160

CHARLES AUGUSTUS LINDBERGH, JR., BEST KNOWN BABY 
IN  UNITED STATES, HAS POSED FOR H IS  FIRST PICTURE

- J K f7 )

J he M issou lian  h e re w ith  presents the  f ir s t  o ic tu re  o f the  m os t p u b lic iz e d  b a b y  in  severa l d ec ­
ades— C harles A ugustus  I jn d b e rg h ,  J r — a lread y  fam ous son o f his fam ous paren ts. C o lo n e l 

harles A  L in d b e rg h  and  A r.n e  M o r ro w  I in d b e rg h . P ic tu re  flo w n  fro m  the  M o rro w  hom e  in  
b n g e lw o o d , N . J., w he re  the  c h ild  was born on June 22, to  the  N ew  Y o rk  o ffic e  o f  N. E. A  S e rv ­
ice and  then  rushed by te lephone  lines a nd  airm ail to  'IT ie  M issou lian . P ic tu re  c o p y r ig h te d  b y  
N . L  A .  S ervice  and  A c m e  N 'ewspictures ,

On September 20, 1930, the Missoulian printed an AP
photo of the Ruth Alexaner airplane crash. The photo was 
received in Missoula fewer than 36 hours after the mishap. 
The cutline said "The speed was made possible through the
facilities of The Associated Press even though Missoula has

161no airmail service."

"Charles Augustus Lindbergh, Jr., Best Known Baby in United States, 
Has Posed for His First Picture," Daily Missoulian, July 11, 1930, p.l.
161 "Photos of Airplane Tragedy in Which Girl Flyer Met Death Received 
In Missoula Less Than 36 Hours After Accident," Daily Missoulian, 
September 20, 1930, p.l.
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T h e  accom panying A s s o ­
c ia te d  P re s s  p h o to g r a p h s ,  
s h o w in g  th e  w re c k a g e  o f  
th e  a ir p la n e  in  w h ic h  R u th  
A le x a n d e r  w a s  k i l l e d  T h u r s ­
d a y ,  w e re  d e l iv e r e d  to  th e  
o f f ic e  o f  T h e  D a i l y  M is s o u ­
l ia n  la s t  e v e n in g ,  less  th a n  
3 6  h o u rs  a f t e r  th e  t r a g ic  
e n d in g  o f  th e  g i r l  f l y e r ’ s a t ­
te m p t  to  set a n e w  tr a n s c o n ­
t in e n ta l  s p e e d  r e c o r d  fo r  
w o m e n .  T h is  s p e e d  w a s  
m a d e  p o s s ib le  t h r o u g h  th e  
fa c i l i t ie s  o f  T h e  A s s o c ia te d  
P re ss  e v e n  th o u g h  M is s o u la  
h a s  n o  a i r m a i l  s e rv ic e .  I n ­
s e r t  is  r e c e n t  p h o to  o f  M is s  
A le x a n d e r .

PHOTOS OF AIRPLANE TRAGEDY IN WHICH GIRL FLYER MET DEATH
RECEIVED IN MISSOULA LESS

RECORDS H E  SET
Last Day’s Crowd Keeps L'p Standards Set Dur­

ing the Week.

T h e  W e s te rn  M o n ta n a  f a i r  passed 
m to  h is to r y  la s t  n ig h t  as th e  be s t 

a t te n d e d  f a i r  e v e r  h e ld  In  M is s o u la , 
a c c o rd in g  t o  a n n o u n c im e n t  m a d e  b y  

th e  m a n a g e m e n t.

T h e  d a l ly  a t te n d a n c e  re c o rd s  w e re  
s h a tte re d  e a c h  d a y  o f  th e  f a i r .  T h e  

to ta l  f ig u r e s  o n  th e  p a id  a d m is ­
s ion s t o  th e  g r o u n d -  w e re  n o t  a v a i l ­
a b le  la s t  n ig h t  fo r  th e  d a y  a n d  
n ig h t  sh o w s , b u t  w n e n  th e  ga te s  
o p in e d  y e s te rd a y  m o r n in g  m o re  
t h i n  1,000 m o re  p e rs o n s  h u d  e n ­
te re d  th e  g r o u n d ' th e .i. o r . th e  t h i r d

v«*

Though Missoula didn't get airmail service until 1934 
when Northwest Airlines scheduled a stop between Minneapolis 
and Spokane, an October 20, 1930, photo of a gas explosion 
in Los Angeles boasted that the picture was "Rushed by

1 COairmail to The Daily Missoulian."

"Fifty Injured When Gas Explosion Wrecks Eleven-Story Los Angeles 
Garment Capital," Daily Missoulian, October 20, 1930, p.l.
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A September 6, 1931, photo of the new addition to
Missoula County High School was followed by the school's 
burning early September 15. The Missoulian provided 
unprecedented next-day photos of the fire. In addition
to photographing the event, the film had to be processed, a 
print made, then plates for the printing press had to be 
etched and engraved. The newspaper awarded no credit for 
this remarkable achievement.

'.'iesivy.

FLAMES WIPE OUT LIBRARY OF 7,000 VOLUMES

A b o ve shows the rear of the Missoula C o u nty  high school build ing  after the fire Tuesday  
morning had swept through the structure. T h e  N o rth  w ing, in the rear o f the picture, con­
tained the library o f 7 ,0 0 0  volumes. T h e  flames started in the north  w ing  and spread ra p ­
id ly to the other parts of the structure.

"Missoula High School Building Mass of Ruins Gaping Walls Are All 
That Remain After Fire," Daily Missoulian, September 16, 1931, p.l.
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M ISSO U LA  H IG H  SCHOOL B U ILD IN G  M A SS OF RUINS
GAPING WALLS A R E A LL  T H A T  R E M A IN  A F T E R  F IR E

} -

MM**#

The above p ic tu re  shows the dam age caused b y  fire  w h ich  destroyed the M issoula C oun ty  
h igh  school b u ild in g  Tuesday m orn ing . T h e  ne w  w ing , w h ich  was opened a t the beg inn ing  o f 
the present school term , is in  the fo reg round .r p'

X ;r

A b o v e  is the southeast corner o f the new  w in g  o f the h igh school b u ild in g , show ing w here 
a section o f the b r ic k  w a ll fe ll.
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Fire destroyed another Missoula landmark Sunday,
October 9, 1932— the Hammond Building. But the newspaper

164didn't publish a photo until the following Wednesday. 
Oddly, the photograph was credited to United Press, 
indicating again that the Missoulian may have relied solely 
on outside sources for its picture coverage.

AS FLAMES DESTROYED HAMMOND BUILDING, MISSOULA 
LANDMARK FOR 40 YEARS,

—Courteiy of United Presi.

Photo shows the destruction of the H am m ond building, constructed on one of Missoula's 
most im portan t corners in 1890 , in Sunday m orning’s blaze. O n ly  the shell o f the build ­
ing rem ained after the flames w ere subdued.

"As Flames Destroyed Hammond Building, Missoula Landmark for 40 
Years, In Sunday Morning Blaze," Daily Missoulian, October 12, 1932, 
p.l.
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The Depression undoubtedly 
affected photo news coverage, 
but attempts still were made to 
advance the trade and tech­
nology. On April 3, 1933, the
Missoulian ran two N.E.A. 
"trick" photographs on the 
sports page."*"^ Wide-angle 
shots no longer are considered 
trick photography, and the lens 
is accepted as a valuable tool 
available to every photographer.

A "smuggled" photo of the persecution of Jews by Nazi
l ftfiforces appeared April 13, 1933.

Illustrating graphically the persecution of Jews 
in Germany by Adolf Hitler’s armed Nazis, this 
picture, smuggled out of Germany, shows Jews at 
Chemnity, Saxony, forced to do menial labor. 
Jewish citizens there were rounded up and forced 
to clean up the town. This group is whitewashing 
a wall. The picture was smuggledUinto Czechoslo­
vakia by a refugee. N.E.A. photo

“Maybe It's That 3.2 Per Cent," Daily Missoulian, April 3, 1933,
p.6.
166 "As Nazis Humiliated Germany's Jews," Daily Missoulian, April 13, 
1933, p.2.

H o w  a f ie ld e r '*  g lo ve  w il l  look to  batsm en, and  h o w  big  a 
b at w ill lo o k  to p itcher* are  ind ica ted  ab o ve. T h e  trick  
p h otography waa taken at the N e w  Y o rk  G ia n t*  tra in ing  
cam p. T h e  b o y  w ith  the basket glove is G eo rg e  D avis, and  
the gent w ie ld in g  the tent p o le  U  S lugger M e l O tt.

MAYBE IT'S THAT 3.2 FER CENT
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Distribution speed seemed to advance in 1934 when the
Thursday, July 12, Missoulian included two action photos of
the All-Star baseball game just two days after it was
played.168 This was followed by a two-day-old spot news

169photo on August 23.

'a f t e r  TUESDAY’S HOLDUP
MACHINE CUN B A N D IT S

’'Trick1' photos continued to appear in the news pages.
170On December 10, 1934, the Missoulian, ran a photo taken

"Action Pictures From Tuesday's All-Star Game," Daily Missoulian, 
July 12, 1934, p.8.
169 "After Tuesday's Holdup of Armored Car Which Machine Gun Bandits 
Looted of $427,000 Cash," Daily Missoulian, August 23, 1934, pp. 1, 2.
170 "Camera Faster Than Eye," Daily Missoulian, December 10, 1934, p.6.
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iu n  ui w a w u y  oo m m  p o t  wiir» u  w  +.-»w.

CAMERA FASTER THAN EYE

Y o u  p r o b a b ly  have « * n sco re , o f  d ro p k ic k , m a d e  on  
th e  g r id i r o n ,  a n d  w a tc h e d  th e ir  e n d -o v e r -e n d  f l i g h t  a c ro s s  
th e  c r o „ t  t , j t  d id  y o u  e v e r  k now  th a t  th e  k ic k e r 's  f o o t  
p e n e tra te s  a m o s t h a l f  th . d ia m e te r  o f  th e  b a l l  b e fo r e  th e

T l  i n , ,  t *  K r° U n d ?  M r "  « e p ic tu r e , ,  ta k e n
a t  100.000 o t  , v c o n d  b y  P r o fe „ o r  11. F. E d Be r to n  o f  

1 jssa t h u s e tts  In s t i tu te  o f  T e c h n o lo g y ,  d lu s t r a t in g  th is . I t  
s h o w ,  .he to o t  o f  U e s le y  F e s le r  fo rm e r  O h io  S ta te  A l l  

W n c a  s ta r  m d  p re s e n t H a r v a r d  k ic k in g  a n d  e n d  c o a c h , 
in  th re e  s tages  o f  th e  d ro p k ic lc .

as a result of Harold Edgerton's 
experiments with electronic 
flash.171

A two-day-old photo of the 
Kerns Hotel fire in Lansing, 
Michigan, was credited to the 
Associated Press December 13, 
1934.172

The ever-increasing tech­
nological sophistication of*
photography during that period
was indicated by these portraits
of the Key brothers, taken by

173each other m  their airplane.

See Harold E. Edgerton and James R. Killian, Jr., Flash! Seeing the 
Unseen by Ultra High-Speed Photography (Boston: Charles T. Branford Co., 
1954, 2nd ed.) p.95.
1 7 2 "Approximately Two Score Persons Perish When Flames Destroy 
Lansing, Mich., Hotel Early Tuesday Morning," Daily Missoulian, December 
13, 1934, p.l.
1 7 3 "Brothers Take Own Pictures," Daily Missoulian, July 2, 1935, p.l.
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The Missoulian published an
extra August 16, 1935, to report the
deaths of Will Rogers and Wiley Post

174m  a plane crash m  Alaska. The
photos that bouyed the floundering AP
Wirephoto service and lifted it to a
dominant position in news photo- 

175graphy appeared the following
1 7 6Tuesday, August 20, and photos of

177their funerals were run August 24. 
Oddly, AP Wirephoto was not men­
tioned.

"Will Rogers, Wiley Post are Killed in Far North," Daily 
Missoulian, Extra, August 16, 1935. p.l.
1 7 5 See Gramlmg, pp. 95-97.
1 7 6 "First Photos of Rogers-Post Death Scene in North," Daily 
Missoulian, August 20, 1935, p.l.
177 "Genius in Two Fields Honored at Funerals," Daily Missoulian, August 
24, 1935, p.l.

Brothers Take  
O w n Pictures

AL KEY

FRED K EY  
The above pictures of the  

Key brothers were taken by 
themselves in the “Ole Miss’ 
shortly after t h e y  h a d  
broken the official endur­
ance record Thursday and 
were roaring toward the un­
official mark which they 
smashed Monday b e f o r e  
landing.

  -
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■
-, V«. s

*5.** *£*
nf tb» nrrocVairo nf the vwift red monoplane of Will Rogers, noted humorist, andHere are ̂ ociatM Press p̂  desolate ice-clad waste* of Northern Alaska. The upper picture shows the spot 15

Wiley Post whe« o^u^sflS the blithe vacationists died. In the foreground Is the tent of the
m i l e s  southwest of Point Ba and near whlch he descended to ask his way to Point Barrow. Beside the
Eskimo whaler which Post *» keeping watch over the pitiful wreck. In the background Is the plane Itself. Thetent are Eskimos In their̂ nat̂  *^b £«pmg ‘and metal, with the great pontoons folded over the top of the over­
central picture Is a close-upofthej Tlew 0{ the dismal shore of the Arctic, with native* warming
[h^lfel^yTcaSi^ is S  tKpper left of the lower picture. The floe-strewn Arctic ocean is in the
background. ________ ______________________________ ___________________________

F irs t Photos o f Rogers*Post D e a th  Scene in  N o rth
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The newspaper ran a special full-page Labor Day spread 
of four fine photographs by Margaret Bourke-White September 
2 , 1935.178

Job pulling

1 ' ̂  "Labor Day 1935," Daily Missoulian, September 2, 1953,
p.8.
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Though the newspaper industry could use as fine a 
photographic talent as Bourke-White, the sketch artist con­
tinued to be useful when a spot news photo was not
available. An example was the assassination of Huey Long in 

179Louisiana. The engraving was credited, "Sketch by E.H.
Gunder, N.E.A. and Missoulian Staff Artist."180 The 
Missoulian still thought it had a right to make false claims 
about credit.

Artist’s 1 ersion of Scene in Statehouse as Huey Long 
Fatally Wounded by Weiss; View of Assassin and Widow

(Sketch by E. H, G u ilder, N, *1 A. and M issoulian S ta rt A r tis t)Here is the artist’s conception of the terrifying scene as Senator Huey P. Long grappled 
with his assailant a moment before a bullet tore through Long’s body, in the assassination 
In the first floor corridor of the Louisiana capitol at Baton Rouge. The assassin. Dr. Carl 
A. Weiss, is shown as he pulled the trigger of his German Luger pistol. Around the strug- 
ling pair are shown Long’s bodyguard with a sub-machine gun and state policemen with 
automatics drawn. An instant later Weiss fell, riddled with bullets after he had fired a 
second shot which wounded Murphy Rhoden, the bodyguard, on the left thumb. The 
throng which had Jammed the corridor a minute before fled in panic as guns roared to 
avenge the fatally wounded senator.   ♦ ■ — ____   , ■ ________-b -

179 "Artist's Version of Scene in Statehouse as Huey Long Fatally 
Wounded by Weiss; View of Assassin and Widow,11 Daily MissoulIan, 
September 11, 1935, p.l.
180 Ibid..
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Two days after the severe Helena earthquake on Friday
night, October 18, 1935, the Sunday Missoulian featured two

181uncredited photos of damaged buildings. After a quake
T w o  o f B u ild in g s  V*orst H i t  by D isastrous E a rth  

Shocks F r id a y  N ig h tW h ic h  T o o k  Lives o f T w o Men

Helena's new’ half-m illion dollar high school, completed only two months ago, was irre ­
parably damaged in Friday night's quake. The upper picture shows how the east wall of the 
auditorium crumpled from the shocks. Tho south wall of that wing also was badly dam­
aged. Contractors who built the building said that it would be impossible to repair the 
damage to the auditorium and that portion of the building must be torn down. School au­
thorities announced abandonment of the building.

The lower picture, of the National Biscuit company wc rehouse, illustrates how older Hel­
ena buildings collapsed from the repeated shocks. The chimney of this building fell 
through the roof in the first quake, a week ago. Friday night's tremblor completed the 
destruction.

"Two of Buildings Worst Hit by Disastrous Earth Shocks Friday Night, 
Which Took Lives of Two Men," Sunday Missoulian, October 20, 1935, p.l.
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182October 31, the newspaper ran photos November 2.

Where Two Men Were Killed and Great Property
Loss Was Laused by Terrific Shocks Thursday

"Where Two Men Were Killed and Great Property Loss Was Caused By 
Terrific Shocks Thursday/' Daily Missoulian, November 2, 1935, p.l.
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On March 5, 1936, fire destroyed the Valley Merchantile
Company in Hamilton. On March 9, the Missoulian ran photos,

183credited to Johnson's Studio, on an inside page under the 
heading, "News of Western Montana and the State in

Photo* b» Johruoct’i  Studio.

R uins o f V a lle y  M erca n tile  C om pany B u ild in g  at 
H a m ilto n  F o llo w in g  D isastrous F ire  o f Thursday

"Ruins of Valley Mercantile Company Building at Hamilton Following 
Disastrous Fire of Thursday," Daily Missoulian, March 9, 1936, p.5.
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184 . .General ," a feature that seemed to be the origin of the
newspaper's regional emphasis still apparent in 1981.

185The newspaper ran two "Remarkable Photographs" of a 
mine rescue just two days after it took place. They 
appeared to have been taken with the aid of artificial 
light, (one below)

Remarkable Photographs of A c tua l Release of Scadding and Dr. Robertson 
I rorn M ine  Tomb in  W hich They Were Im prisoned W ith Dead Companion

184 Ibid.
1 8 5 "Remarkable Photographs of Actual Release of Scadding and Dr. 
Robertson From Mine Tomb in Which They Were Imprisoned With Dead 
Companion," Daily Missoulian, April 25, 1936, p.l.
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Similar speed was apparent 
in the first photo of the heavy­
weight fight in which Max 
Schmeling KO'd Joe Louis in the 
fourth round of their Friday
night bout. The photo appeared

187in the Missoulian Sunday.
By 1936 the idea of local photo coverage seemed to have 

finally caught on at the Missoulian. The following posed 
uncredited picture of Mayor Ralph Arnold appeared July 17, 
1936.188

A lv in  K a r p ia ,  g e n e r a l ly  c o n s id e r e d  p u b l i c  e n e m y  n u m b e r  
o n e , is  s h o w n  a s  h e  c o v e r e d  h i s  f a r e  s h o r t l y  a  i t e r  h is  c a p ­
t u r e  i n  N e w  O r le a n s .  B e ly in g  h i s  b o a s t t h a t  h e  w o u ld  n e v e r  
be  ta k e n  a l iv e ,  K a r p is  m e e k ly  s u r r e n d e r e d  t o  F e d e r a l  o f f i ­
c e rs  a s  h e  w a lk P d  o u t  o f  a n  a p a r t m e n t  w i t h  a  m a n  a n d  
w o m a n .  T h i s  p h o t o  w a s  m a i le d  f r o m  C h ic a g o  a t  3 
o 'c lo c k  S a t u r d a y  m o r n in g ,  a  f e w  h o u r s  a f t e r  t h e  a r r e s t ,  a n d  
a r r i v e d  i n  M is s o u la  le s a  t h a n  £4 h o u r s  f o l l o w in g  t h e  c a p tu r e .

Gangster Who " W ould 'Sever Be 
la k e n  A liv e ”  Submits Meekly

The effort to distribute 
photos speedily was apparent in 
the cutline for a picture of a 
gangster who "would never be 
taken alive."186 The next-day 
national spot news picture had no 
credit.

"Gangster Who "Would Never Be Taken Alive" [sic] Submits Meekly," 
Sunday Missoulian, May 3, 1936, p.l.
187 "As Schmeling Battered Louis Down-And Out," Sunday Missoulian, June 
21, 1936, p.8.
188 "Mayor Arnold Purchases First Oregon Stamps at Post-office," Daily 
Missoulian, July 17, 1936, p.16.
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Mayor Arnold Purhases First 
Oregon Stamps at Postoffice

F irst sheet of the Oregon centenary comm em orative  
stamps, placed on sale a t the Missoula postoffice Tuesday, 
were purchased by M ayor Ralph Arnold, who is seen above, 
receiving the stamps from  Postmaster Stephen Nuerenberg, 
center. A t the postmaster’s le ft is Miss K aren  Hansen, 
W ashington, D. C.. phila te lic  agency representative who as­
sisted the Missoula postoffice in servicing m any thousands 
of stamp covers. Approxim ately 114,000 Oregon stamps 
were sold here Tuesday, the Missoula office being one of five 
in the country at which stamps were available on th a t day.

Surprisingly, the next Sunday the newspaper published 
timely spot news photos of the aftermath of a fire that had 
destroyed five businesses in Plains early the preceding 
Friday.189

"Gap Made In Business District of Plains By Fire Which Destroyed 
Five Places of Business Early Friday," Sunday Missoulian, September 6, 
1936, p.l.
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Gap Made In  Business D is tr ic t o f P la ins By Fire  
W hich Destroyed Five Places of Business E arly  F riday     . _

In addition to the destruction shown above following the fire which broke out in Plains 
Friday morning, six other business places suffered damage. The biggest place burned was 
the Plains hotel, operated by D. B. Breitenstein. The section will be rebuilt, citizens de­
clare.

Missoula's Florence Hotel burned Thursday, September
19024, 1936, and the Missoulian published next-day photos.

This remarkable effort also went uncredited.

"Scenes of Desolation in Hotel Fire," Daily Missoulian, September 
25, 1936, p.l.
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Scenes of Desolation

These pictures, taken shortly before 8 o’clock Thursday m orning, show graphically the  
destruction wrought by the flam es w hich swept, through the Florence hotel and eight, busi­
ness p laces In the block. The top photo, ta k e n  from H iggins avenue, shows the gap left 
after  th e  fire roared upward from the basem ent of the Public Drug store, which stood a 
few  yards to the le ft of the clock The K ohn Jewelry store was next door to the drug 
concern. The ruins o f th e  Garden City F loral com panv are still vlsib’e. The lower photo 
show s water lines being played on the structure to prevent spread of the flames.
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That timely news picture was followed by next-day fire
191photos at the Missoula County Poor Farm. The two

-Photos b r  Bi'ihOP Afrc-ney.

Scenes at the Destruction o f M issoula (  oun ty
Poor F a rm  B u ild in g  Soon A fte r  F ire  S tarted

"Scenes at the Destruction of Missoula County Poor Farm Building 
Soon After Fire Started," Sunday Missoulian, October 4, 1936, p.l.
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192photos were credited to "the Bishop Agency, 51 a local
insurance company.

The Bishop Agency was also credited with November 18,
1936, Missoulian photos of a mine disaster in which two

193miners were killed. The cave-m occurred the previous
Saturday, but the bodies were not recovered until Tuesday 
morning and the photos appeared Wednesday.

1 9 2  T KIbid.

Where Miners' Bodies Were Taken Out

"Where Miners' Bodies Were Taken Out," Daily Missoulian, November 
18, 1936. p.l.
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A half-page of AP and N.E.A. photos of a Chicago train
collision appeared November 26, 1936, fewer than two days

194after the wreck.
Fire seemed to be the most popular spot news subject

for photojournalists during that period. Willard Baldwin of
Stevensville was credited with taking the following picture
that appeared three days after a major fire in the Stevens-

195ville business district.
t --------------------- «--------------------------------«
11 Remarkable Photo Taken at Height of Blaze That 

Destroyed Largest Business Build ing in  Stevensville

Photo by Wsllard Baldwin, StnensTille.

"Ten Killed, Scores Hurt in Chicago Train Wreck," Daily Missoulian, 
November 26, 1936, p.8.
195 "Remarkable Photo Taken at Height of Blaze That Destroyed Largest 
Businesss Building in Stevensville," Daily Missoulian, December 22, 
1936, p.l.
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Unquestionably the best reproducton from a syndicate- 
supplied photo appeared December 31, 1936, with the
following picture.

"Twisted Hulk Yields Bodies of 12 Victims," Daily Missoulian, 
December 31, 1936, p.12.



151

February 1937 seemed to mark the beginning of a genuine
effort by the Missoulian to increase local news photo
coverage. Although most photos still were provided by local
amateur and professional photographers, either as stringers
or freelancers, the newspaper seemed to be more aware of the
visual image. The February 26 issue included a Ken Modesitt

197photo of the suspect in a counterfeit case, and two days
1 Qft 1QQlater local photos by Chet Miller and Woods' Studio

appeared. The Woods photo was of basketball action in the
Grizzly-Bobcat game just two nights earlier.

The Missoulian ran "Simons" credited photos of its new
plant March 14, 1937.200

An apparent next-day photo of a steam shovel breaking
ground for an art building at the University of Montana was

201featured on the front page March 16.

197 "Suspect m  Counterfeit Case, With His Captors," Daily Missoulian, 
February 26, 1937, p.8.
198 "King Winter Makes Belated Visit to Give Missoula Covering of Snow, 
Probably Among Last of Season," Sunday Missoulian, February 28, 1937, 
p.l.
199 "As Bobcats and Grizzlies Battled on University Court," Ibid., p.8.

200 "Exterior of New Home of Missoulian-Sentinel at Higgins and Spruce 
Nearing Completion as Craftsmen Rush Construction," Sunday Missoulian, 
March 14, 1937, p.l.
201 "Mechanical Shovel Breaks Ground for New Art Building on Campus," 
Daily Missoulian, March 16, 1937, p.l.
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More local photos began to 
appear in the spring of 1937.
Perhaps R. Wakefield Adams was now 
on the job. An interview with 
Deane Jones, former Missoulian 
reporter and editor, revealed that 
Adams, the first full-time news 
photographer employed by the news­
paper, was hired in mid-1937 only 
to be fired about two months later
because his expense account nearly

202egualed his $150-a-month salary.
On March 18, 1937, two photos

showed a new bridge linking the
203north and south sides of Missoula. These noncredited

pictures may have been taken by John Forssen, Missoulian
reporter and one of the first photographer/engravers on the
staff. In an interview Forssen said his first Missoulian

204photo showed construction on the Orange Street underpass.
The Orange Street arterial includes a bridge over the Clark

202 Dean Jones interview, December 21, 1977, Missoula, Montana. In 1981 
Jones, retired, resided in Missoula.
203 "New Bridge Linking North and South Sides of City Being Pushed 
Toward Completion by Steel Workers," Daily Missoulian, March 18, 1937, 
p.l.
204 John Forssen interview, September 22, 1978, Missoula, Montana.

Mechanical Shovel Breaks Ground 
f or New Art Building on Campus

Actual construction of the art museum-lecture h a l l  
building on the State University campus, to face on Maurice avenue, got under way Monnay morning, when the big 
shovel shown above dug out the first bucketful; ot dirt and then proceeded rapidly With the excavating.
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Fork River as well as an underpass beneath the Burlington 
Northern railroad tracks.

New B rid g e  L in k in g  N o rth  an d  South Sides o f C ity  
B e ing  Pushed T o w a rd  C o m p le tion  by Steel W orkers

George \V. Ayers Dies at 
Helena After Heart 

Attack.
Helena, March 17,—OP)—A grave 

’ not far from the Lewis town ranch, 
I where he lived more than half a 
j century, will be the final resting 
place of George W. Ayers, who died 

i here today Just 10 days after his 
1 seventy - seventh birthday, at the 
home of his son. Governor Roy E. 
Ayers.

Surrounded by his son, whose in­
auguration last January he de-

Progress on the Orange 
street bridge project is 
shown here. Above is aI view of the structure from 
the north bank, showing the 
fill and the overpass across 
t h e  Milwaukee railroad 
tracks. Steel workers are 
shown at work below.

I Funeral Rites 
For Governor’s
Father Sunday
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The Associated Press continued to emerge as the
nation's major news photo agency during the late 1930s. An
explosion at a Texas school March 18, 1937, killed hundreds,

205according to a story March 19. Two days later, the
Missoulian ran a front-page AP photo of searchers combing 
the wreckage and a full inside page of AP photos.

A next-day local photo of citizens gathered at a
meeting to oppose the return of saloons appeared Monday,

207March 22, the same day that the Missoulian printed a photo
of the Pacific Northwest Tourist Association meeting held

208Saturday. The latter photo was uncredited but had an "S"
enclosed in a box, perhaps the trademark of Simons.

205 “Hundreds of Children Killed by Blast in Texas School Building," 
Daily Missoulian, March 19, 1937, P.l.
206 “Hundreds of Volunteers in Search for Bodies of Blast Victims," 
Daily Missoulian, March 20, 1937, p.l.
207 "Leader of Western Montana Fight Against Return of Saloon Addresses 
Mass Meeting in City Sunday," Daily Missoulian, March 22, 1937, p.l.
208 “Pacific Northwest Tourist Association Chiefs Mapping Out Program 
for Banner Year in 1917 [sic]," Ibid., p.10.
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Two more posed general news photos with the "S" logo 
appeared March 2820  ̂ and April 14.210

An apparent next-day photo of Christian Church members 
burning their mortgage after the church was paid off was 
used March 25.

Mortgage Burned in Christian Church Ceremony

"Missoula Distance Runner," Sunday Missoulian, March 28, 1937, p.6.
210 "Three Whitefish Girls on University Women's Rifle Team," Daily 
Missoulian, April 14, 1937, p.3.
211 "Mortgage Burned in Christian Church Ceremony," Daily Missoulian, 
March 25, 1937, p.3.
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The Missoulian reported the fiery Hindenburg disaster
Friday, May 7, 1937,212 and the following day printed the
famous photo below. It is copyrighted by the "News
Syndicate Co., Inc.— From Associated Press.”

On an inside page five more photos— three N.E.A. and 
214two AP— were used.

Flames Spurt From Hindenburg as Blast Wrecks Ship

B e fo r e  t h e  e y e s  o f  h u n d r e d s  o f  h o r r i f i e d  s p e c ta to r s  g a t h e r e d  a t  t h e  L a k e h u r s t ,  N . J . ,  a i r p o r t  t o  w i tn e s s  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  Z e p p e l in  H in d e n b u r g  f r o m  
E u r o p e  o n  I t s  f i r s t  1 9 37  c r o s s in g ,  t h e  g i a n t  s h ip  w a s  s p l i t  a s u n d e r  I n  a s e r ie s  o f  d e a f e n in g  b la s t s .  T h i s  r e m a r k a b le  p i c t u r e  w a s  ta k e n  as  o n e  o f  s e v e r a l 
e x p lo s io n s  s e n t  g ia n t  b a l ls  o f  f i r e  s p u r t i n g  f r o m  t h e  f a l l i n g  b a g . N o te  t h e  m o o r in g  m a s t  i n  t h e  f o r e g r o u n d .  ( C o p y r ig h t ,  1937, b y  t h e  N e w s  S y n d ic a te  
C o ..  I n c . — F r o m  A s s o c ia te d  P re s s . )

212 "Scores Killed, Many Hurt As Blast Destory Huge Airship Hindenburg,11 
Daily Missoulian, May 7, 1937, p.l.
7 1 3 "Flames Spurt From Hindenburg as Blast Wrecks Ship," Daily 
Missoulian, May 8, 1937, p.l.
214 "Hindenburg Disaster Pictured by News Cameramen," Ibid., p. 8.
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On Friday, May 14, Missoulian readers for the first 
time received photo coverage of the current interscholastic 
track meet. The newspaper featured next-day action photos 
of discus winner Bill McGinley and shotput champ Cody

Shot put W inner

On June 19, it printed a next-day hard news picture of 
a car crash on McDonald Pass. No credit was given the
photo or the accompanying story.

"Best in Discus," and "Shotput Winner," Daily Missoulian, May 14, 
1927, p.12.
216 "Wreckage of Car Which Crashed on McDonald Pass Friday Afternoon 
Fatally Injuring Bonita Man," Daily Missoulian, June 19, 1937, p.l.
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'Gonna Get the Weather Man If He Doesn’t Waleh Oia''

A baby-in-diapers
appeared in a June 30, 1937,
photo depicting a heat wave in 

217Missoula. The outline said 
the photo was taken on the 
cameraman's journeys about 
Missoula, and a credit to 
"Missoulian-Sentinel Staff

I

Photographer11 indicated that 
Adams was on the Missoulian 
staff. It was the first photo 
credit given to an employee of 
the newspaper.

Another "Missoulian-
Sentinel Photo" appeared July 
2, 1937.218

| — MittoiiHan-SentUtel Photo
Harry Dingle of Anaconda driver of one of the machines 

in the wreck 51 miles west of here Wednesday, is recuperat­
ing from minor injuries. The crash cost the lives of two 
occupants of Dingle’s cur, killed a woman in the other ma­
chine, 2nd seriously injured four others.

01 7 11 "Gonna Get the Weather Han If He Doesn't Watch Out" [sic],11 Daily 
Missoulian, June 30, 1937, p.5.
218 "Driver of Death Car Shown in Hospital After Crash Near Here," 
Daily Missoulian, July 2, 1937, p.l.
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The marked increase in the use of local photos tapered 
off in late August 1937, when, following coverage of the
Western Montana Fair, Missoulian-Sentinel-credited photos no
longer appeared. Apparently Adams was fired about this

219 time. ■
Though local photo coverage almost disappeared after 

that flurry of activity in 1937, the Missoulian still used 
syndicate photo features. It also began to run photos of 
the war in Europe. They were provided by the Associated
Press and N.E.A.

On Thursday, December 30, 1937, eight N.E.A. pictures
and one AP photo of the sinking of the Panay ran with this
cutline:

These dramatic pictures of the sinking of the U.S. 
gunboat Panay, carried in a survivor's suitcase, 
floated on Sampan and Yangtze river raft, and sped 
to Manila on a destroyer, were flown to San Fran­
cisco on the transpacific Clipper, arriving there 
Tuesday. They were distributed at once, reaching 
Missoula on the day that they were their
initial release throughout the country.
The May 7, 1938, issue contained a "Wide World Radio­

photo" of the French liner Lafayette burning in drydock at
221Havre, France two days earlier. The Missoulian did not

See footnote 202
220 "First Pictures of Panay Bombing Released In U.S.," Daily 
Missoulian, December 30, 1937, p.8.

"As Fire Destroyed French Luxury Liner Lafayette at Drydock Shortly 
Before Scheduled Trip to U.S.," Daily Missoulian, May 7, 1938, p.l.
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mention the speed with which that picture was transmitted,
indicating that perhaps that was the pattern of that period.

The Associated Press’ expansion into local photo
coverage was indicated by an AP-credited local photo picture

222of a fire in Havre, Montana, on April 27, 1938 and a
223photo of a train wreck near Miles City June 21.

Closeup View of Railway Disaster

H e re  is  p a r t  o f  t h e  w re c k a g e  o f  t h e  “ O ly m p ia n , ”  c r a c k  p a s s e n g e r  t r a i n  w h ic h  p lu n g e d  th r o u g h  a  c r u m p l in g  b r id g e  
n e a r  M ile s  C i t y  i n t o  a  f lo o d e d  c re e k ,  c a r r y i n g  m o re  t h a n  3 0  p e rs o n s  t o  t h e i r  d e a th s ,  le a v in g  a  s c o re  o th e rs  m is s in g  a n d  
fe a r e d  d e a d , a n d  i n j u r i n g  a b o u t  6 5  m o r e .  N o te  h o w  o n e  c o a c h  is  b r o k e n  n e a r  t h e  c e n te r .  M o s t  o f  th e  d e a d  w e r e  
t r a p p e d  in  a n o th e r  c a r  w h ic h  w a s  a lm o s t  e n t i r e ly  s u b m e rg e d .

The Missoulian still managed to publish some timely 
local spot news pictures, probably taken by local amateur 
and professional photographers.

"Firemen Battle Flames in Havre Business District," Daily 
Missoulian, April 27, 1938, p.7.
ooo "Closeup View of Railway Disaster," Daily Missoulian, June 21, 
1938, p.l.
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The town of Anaconda was inundated by a flood on the
night of July 27, and the Missoulian ran photos on Friday, 

224July 29.
Next-day photo coverage occurred on Wednesday, August

3, when a picture accompanied a story about an auto accident
225the previous day.

Four bodies were taken Tuesday morning from the wreckage of a huge oil tank truck and light car pictured above, which collided and burned two miles east of Avon. Three of the bodies were destroyed by the fire which followed the explosion of the gasoline tank on the truck. The arrow at the left points to the body of Mrs. Alice Mills, 19, a 
p a s s e n g e r  of the car who was hurled through a window and came to rest on top of the capsized tank which rolled from the truck chassis. At the right, a man is shown taking the body of a victim from the demolished car. In the center just behind the wreckage of the sedan is the cab of the truck with the door open where Walter Beshaw was pulled out of the flaming inferno by Olaf Vehte, a fellow worker.

F la m in g  Autom obile  W reckage B rings Death to Four

Sports photo coverage also improved greatly during the 
late 1930s. Engraving apparently was being done locally to

“Anaconda Area Flooded When Reservoir Dams Burst and Send Millions 
of Gallons of Water Rushing Into the City," Daily Missoulian, July 29, 
1938, p.l.
225 “Flaming Automobile Wreckage Brings Death to Four," Daily 
Missoulian, August 3, 1938, p.l.
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facilitate the speed with which pictures were appearing.
226Since Forssen established his engraving shop in 1938 the

newspaper was now using his service. Previously, the
Missoulian could get engraving done in 24 hours if someone

227took the pictures to be engraved to Ashton's m  Butte.
The sketch artist emerged again with a front-page

illustration of Neville Chamberlain and Adolf Hitler in 
228conference. Sixteen days later a radio-photo showed them

229signing a peace pact.

226 Forssen interview, September 22 1978. While in his last year of 
journalism school at the University of Montana, Forssen started an 
engraving shop with Thomas Stewart Carin in the basement of a building 
owned by Forssen1 s father at 231 East Main. The pair acquired a Tasope 
zinc-plate engraving system from the Glasgow (Montana) Courier and 
hauled it to Missoula in the back of Carin1s 1926 Chevrolet two-door 
sedan.

In the fall of 1938, Forssen went to work as a reporter for the 
Missoulian, but continued to take photographs and make engravings on a 
piece-rate basis. He was paid $1 for each picture used and IOC a square 
inch (minimum $2) for engraving.

Forssen hired Stan Healy, at that time a journalism student at the 
University of Montana, as a part-time engraver. Healy, an amateur 
photographer eager to publish his work, used the opportunity to sell 
photos and eventually obtain a job with the newspaper after serving in 
the military during World war II.

Forssen joined the Army in June 1942. The engraving shop, taken 
over by Ian Senderson, went out of business a few months later.
227 Jones interview, December 21, 1977.
228 "Premier Chamberlain and Fuehrer Adolf Hitler in History-Making 
Conference; World Peace at Stake," Daily Missoulian, September 17, 1938, 
p.l.
229 "Chamberlain, Hitler Sign Pact Never to Fight Each Other Again," 
Daily Missoulian, October 3, 1938, p.l.
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An action photo at the Montana-Gonzaga football game
Friday night in Spokane appeared in the Sunday Missoulian, 

230November 1938, without credit.
Nugent Gets Through T ackle for Big Gain

Another photo showed an auto accident at the corner of
231Ronald and Keith Avenues.

•'New ultra-speed photography1' was featured January 15,
2321939, with a photo of Bobby Jones hitting a drive. The

233electronic flash photo by Harold Edgerton was exposed at 
impact by a trip wire connected to the flash lamp, which 
fired at 1/100,000 second.

"Nugent Gets Through Tackle for Big Gain," Sunday Missoulian, 
November 6, 1938, sports sec., p.2.
231 1111________ and Sudden Death" [sic] Was Cheated in Missoula," Daily
Missoulian, November 11, 1938, p.l.
232 "Golf in Swinqtime-By Bobby Jones," Sunday Missoulian, January 15, 
1939, p.7.
233 See Edgerton and Killian, p.63
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A  symphony o f lig h t tn d  motion la caughf  hy new u ltra  sped  photography m ik ing11-100,000 of a > ecnnd exposures o f Bobby Jones d riv ing  a ro lf  bu!I. Jooee’ symmetrical 
swiny ar.d follow-through, shown above, take ju s t 61-100 o f a second. Taken by the re­
search department, o f A . (!. Spalding &- Bros., the photos below show, at le ft, two wires 
placed in fro n t o f the co if boll When h it, the hall forces them tocether, closing a circuit 
tha t acts o f f  the speed flash. A t  r ig h t is portrayed the moment o f impact, w ith  the aide 
o f the hall flattened hy the club head.

Golf in  Swingtime—By Bobby Jones

Another local action sports photo was used January 28,
234the day after the Missoula-Great Falls game, and a next-

day general news picture of the last-minute crowd gathered
235for automobile registrations appeared February 2.

"Action From Last Night's Missoula-Great Falls Game," Daily 
Missoulian, January 28, 1939, p.5.

"Part of Last-Minute Crowds Seeking 1939 Car Licenses," Daily 
Missoulian, February 2, 1939, p.l.
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The War in Europe was attracting more attention in 
newspapers, and on January 4, 1940, N.E.A. provided

Exclusive Radiophotos I  rom Finnish Front Line

 ........................................................................................ .. . i

, A huge picture of Stalin sits amid the confusion of a Russian supply wagon captured 
by Finnish troops somewhere on the fighting front. Fur-clad Finnish soldiers examine 
other supplies seized m attack. This is an exclusive photo by NEA Service Staff Pho­
tographer Eric Calcraft, who already is famed for his first pictures of the bombing of

Eo, those aren’t bricks, but loaves nf ban) X!n,.i, » j -m i . ,Nr'
*«ry truck  overturned when captured hv F inn  T  1sp! ^  frorT1 a Soviet com m is-
ac te ris tic  w h ite  robes to  camouflage ther~ f ' n?‘ *o Id ie rs, garbed in  char-
bread b ricks. Exclusive \ F A  photo bv ^ ta f f  p x ' 1* backgroun 1 o f snow, exam ine the--------------------^  w u . n f  pnoto b\ M a ff  P hotovrapher E ric  C a lc ra ft.
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236"exclusive" radiophotos from the Finish front lines. The 
outline noted that the pictures were taken by N.E.A. photo­
grapher Eric Calcraft, "already famed for his first pictures

2 3 7of the bombing of Warsaw."
The Missoulian, apparently recognized the importance of 

attaching a local peg to national news when it noted that a 
mountain climber rescued at Mount Washington, New Hampshire 
was the son of a former University of Montana professor. 
The story and photo were provided by the Associated

Son of Former Montana University Professor Is
Rescued After 28 Hours in Mountain Blizzard

CCC boys are shown above carrying a rouprh stretcher bearinp the blanket-swathed 
form of Webster N. Jones, 10, (below) Harvard sophomore, found alive after he was lost 
for 28 hours on blizzard-swept Mt. Washington in New Hampshire in below-zero tempera­
tures. Hope of finding the youth had been almost abandoned wnen searchers found h:m 
half-buried in the snow. Jones, son of a former teacher at the State University here, was {river, a pood chance to recover, thoujrh amputation of several toes was feared necessary.

236 "Exclusive Radiophotos From Finnish Front Line," Daily Missoulian, 
January 4, 1940, p.l.
237 ..Ibid.
233 "Son of Former Montana University Professor Is Rescued After 28 
Hours in Mountain Blizzard," Daily Missoulian, February 8, 1940, p.l.
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An exceptional spot news photo of a fire at the Findell
239Lumber Company Mill appeared April 16, 1940.

T h is  view o f  the $175,000 f ire  w h ich  swept through  the sawm ill bu ild ing  o f  the  F indell Lum ber company Monday 
a fternoon show* the flames leaping h igh  over the a lr.a dv  partly-destroyed s tru c tu re . In  the  le ft hackground are 
the stacks o f the power p lan t which was declared a to ta l loss, although the  w a lls  were le ft  standing. The picture was 
ta ken looking  south at  about 5:30, a pp rox im a te ly  25 minute?* a fte r  the f ire  was discovered.

H e ig h t o f l i r e  at F in d e ll Lum ber Company M il l

Bill Stevens, a senior at the University of Montana 
journalism school, was credited with an August 19, 1940,
front-page feature about the University's training program 
for civilian pilots.^40

239 "Height of Fire at Findell Lumber Company Mill,11 Daily Missoulian, 
April 16, 1940, p.l.
240 "Montana University Helps Train Civilian Pilots," Daily Missoulian, 
August 19, 1940, p.l.
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Static, 
Final Scenes 
September 8,

D r. A. S. M errill, «Pt>er le ft , 
t* d irector of M on tana  State  
I  n  irers lt y’a flight procram , a 
p a rt of the  Civil A erwnautira 
a u tho rity  pilot t ra in in c  pro- 
cram , w hleh tu rn ed  out IS quali­
fied pilot* in  June . N early SO 
s th e n  are  tak ing  th e  courte thU  
num ntrr a t th e  In iv e rs lty , In- 
rlud ing  M artha  Jenkins, Hy « 
sham  upper right, shown In one 
of the  s tuden t tra in in g  p lanes 
rr«ed in the  coarse. Only one 
o th e r coed. Carieen Heinrich. 
.Mlawiila, h  enrolled in  the

Members o f  the  advanced 
coarse  shown in th e  pic ture  
are, ba rk  row, le ft to r ig h t: Dr. 
H arold C ha tland . ground school 
Instructor- Bill H orning, Su­
perior; la rk  f lap p e r , Cut B ank; 
Jack Johnson. Billings; Mark 
Mowtt, Havre. Front row, H er­
bert George, Missoula; W ard 
B ork iagham . Kaiispeii; J i m  
lo rd s , H avre; Bill Headley, 
M k w sta . P ictu res shown were 
ta k en  by another ftnden t. Bill 
Stevens, senior in the  I  ntversity 
Journalism school.

Montana University Helps T rain C ivilian Pilots

unanimated photos of arrest and bookings— " 
in [a] Three-day Search for Bandits11 --were run 
1940.241

"Final Scenes in Three-day Search for Bandits," Daily Missoulian, 
September 8, 1940, p.l.



169

Two uncredited photos of the principals in the county's
242"worst shooting" appeared March 12, 1941. The cutline

said one of the pictures was "...made only a few minutes
after and a short distance away from the point where killer
George Smith was overtaken and captured yesterday after- 

243noon." The photos were printed the day after the arrest.
244They probably were taken by Stan Healy.

The Missoulian committed an obvious faux pas in August
1941 when excellent next-day news photos of a fire at the

245Western Montana Fair m  Missoula went uncredited, while 
a mediocre general news photo a week later by R.H. McKay was 
awkwardly overplayed.

242 "Principals and Action in County's Worst Shooting," Daily 
Missoulian, March 12, 1941, p.l.
2 4 3  TV, ■ AIbid.
244 "Stan Healy interview, December 6, 1977, Missoula, Montana. In 
discussing Healy1s role at the Missoulian, it became apparent that he 
had an early and prolonged attraction for crime photography. Although he 
didn't begin working for the Missoulian until 1945, he was a stringer 
while working as an engraver for Frossen and could very well have taken 
these photographs. Both sets of crime photos noted above were in 
Healy1s "crime scrapbook." Healy in 1981 was in Missoula recovering 
from a major heart attack. He was elected to an unprecedented sixth 
term in the Missoula City Council in 1979.
245 "Fire at Hottest as 4-H Club Building Burns," Daily Missoulian, 
August 22 1941, p.l., and "As Flames Swept Western Montana Fairground," 
Ibid., p.12.
246 "As Eight Thousand Gathered for Impressive Ceremonies of Mass," 
Daily Missoulian, August 28, 1941, p.l.
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As Flam es Swept W estern M o n ta n a  Fairgrounds,

F ire  at H ottest as 4 -H  C lu b  B u ild in g  Burns

»-n h e r*  ia a v iew  n< the fa irg ro u n d s  f ire  a t  its  h eigh t n.s i t  destroyed the 4 -H  club b u ild ing . T h e  bu ild ing  and a ll ita  e x h ib it*  w ere dem oli.hed .



As Eight Thousand Qathered for Impressive Ceremonies of A lass

n th e  le ad in g  C a tho lic  even t o f  th e  N o rth w e s t, th e  one h u n d re d th  a n n iv e rs a ry  o f C h r is t ia n ity  in  W estern  M ontana . 
ve nsv ille  P a r  o f  the  la rg e  crow d  is shown T h e  p ic tu re . ■take n  a ga in s t th e  ru g g e d  backdrop  o f th e  B it te r  Root n 
:louds. shows th e  huge a ta r .  and b t. .Mary s M iss ion  a t r ig h t .  In  the  r ig h t  ce n te r o f  the rh .  t, e ranh  a re  some o f th .

In  m e  leaning  i .a u iu m  n n . i  , ...<= «mr i.u .., .ieu u i a n n iv e rsa ry  of f 'h r i . t , u„ i .„ ________ ___ u  . ____ . . . .  -  ~ -------■ 2H O O M n f d  \ \  y jif;
clouds, shows the huge altar, a n d  St. .Mary s .Mission a t  right. In  the right cenf«TrVkVTu”: l " "  — ms*'J*it*ins. w i t h  togs -hrouded

endants o f  the only inhabitants o f  the region when the mission w a s  erected m 1841 Photogiaph are some of the In d .a n  tu *c * e re c te d  by d e -
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Local sports action photos became a regular feature of
the newspaper, probably because of the efforts of Forssen
and Healy. Noncredited pictures of Grizzly football action
in a game against Gonzaga Saturday, October 18, in Missoula

247appeared the next day. (Note the lines showing how the 
play developed and an "X" to mark the tackle.)

Grizzlies Show Diversified Attack

K Z i &

TESSE.NDOHF

B A R M O N

S C M M M A G &  L > N  EL

Taking the hall on a reverse, B ill Jones, star Montana halfback, popped around le ft end for seven yards as the Griz­
zlies drove toward the goal. A fte r  eluding Bruce Jaton, Gonzaga center, who is shown sprawled on the ground, Jones 
was f in a lly  pulled down by Jack Barmon, le ft end fo r the Bulldogs. For a picture o f the second Grizzly touchdown, 
see page 6.

President Roosevelt asked Congress for a declaration of 
war following the bombing of Pearl Harbor December 7, 1941.
An Associated Press photo of Roosevelt speaking before

248Congress appeared December 11, but the first photos of

"Grizzlies Show Diversified Attack," Sunday Missoulian, October 19, 
1941, p.l.
p A Q  , ,"President Asks Congress for War Declaration," Daily Missoulian, 
December 11, 1941, p.9.
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Japanese attack did not appear in the Missoulian until 
249December 18.

President Asks Congress fo r War D eclaration

D e c la rin g  Japan g u il ty  o f  a “ d a s ta rd ly , unprovoked  a tta c k , ’’ P re s ide n t Rooseve lt asked Congress to  declare w a r. * 
L is te n in g  a re  V ice P res iden t H e n ry  W allace  ( le f t )  and H ouse  Speaker Sam R a yb u rn . Congress answ ered by v o tin g  a 1 
fo rm a l dec la ra tion  o f w a r a g a in s t Japan. The Senate vo te d  82 to  0 in  fa v o r  o f  th e  d e c la ra tio n ; the  House voted 388 
to  1 in  fa v o r  o f  th e  ac tion .

World War II marked the beginning of a new era. The 
newspaper industry, particularly photojournalism, underwent 
revolutionary changes as a result of technology developed as 
part of the war effort. Photojournalism was transformed 
from somewhat of a novelty to a vital part of the news 
industry. This study ends at this natural juncture.

"Fire and Destruction in Peaceful Honolulu, Following Japan's 
Cowardly Attack," Daily Missoulian, December 18, 1941, p.l, and
""Remember Pearl Harbor!"— Here's What Happened," Ibid., p.12.
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Chapter 7 Summary

The Missoulian obviously was not over zealous in its photo­
graphic coverage, but, by the standards of the period 
studied, it was probably on par with an industry which 
treated photography more as a novelty than as a viable 
informational tool.

Deane Jones recalled that L .A. Colby, managing editor 
during Jones’ early years on the Missoulian, used pictures 
to keep up with competition. This attitude sums up 
editorial policy toward photography for most newspapers
during that period. "He wanted us to use pictures to sell
papers," Jones said, "but he was too damned tight to give us
the space to put them in."'*'

Although space allocation will always be a problem, it 
wasn’t until very late in this study that noticeable
differences in the Missoulian * s use of photography appear. 
The newspaper’s photographs seemed to be determined by the 
picture syndicates to which it subscribed. The words 
"remarkable photo, "latest snapshop," and "unusual picture" 
were a part of the Missoulian vocabulary only because the 
syndicates planted those terms. Of course the greatest 
restrictive factor throughout most of the period of the 
study was limited technology, but even so, photos seemed to 
be awkwardly played and at best displayed to appease the 
public's demand to see the news and newsmakers.

■* Jones interview, December 21, 1977.
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Exceptions did occur— next-day coverage of the Missoula 
County High School fire in 1931 and spot news photos of the 
fire which ravaged the Western Montana Fair in 1941 are two 
examples— but in every case the timely photo coverage was 
the result of ambitious local freelancers eager to display 
their work to the public. In the early days the Missoulian 
provided an audience for photographers like Boos, Dubois, 
McKay and Elrod, whose primary ambition was to sell their 
work and display it for public approval. Later, a different 
type of photographer, a reporter intent on covering the news 
with camera as well as pencil and note pad, pressed the 
Missoulian into an active role in photography. The 
Missoulian* s eventual involvement in photojournalism was 
largely due to the ambitions of John Forssen and Stan Healy 
who took the initiative to take pictures along with their 
primary task of reporting the news.

Following their effort more emphasis was put on photo­
graphy until darkroom space was finally allotted in the 
mid-1960s, and with the change to offset printing in 1968 
Harley Hettick was hired as the beginning of a full-time 
photo staff.

In 1981 the staff had four full-time photographers, one 
part-time, at least one part-time photo intern each academic 
quarter, and a full-time summer intern. The Missoulian has 
grown to a respected position in the Northwest and 
nationally as a leader in layout, graphics and photography.
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