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CEAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

English has always been one of the mest important academis subjects
offered in American high schoolse The conoception of how to teach English
has, however, undergone ochanges in line with changing educational philoso-
phye

Modern educationel philosophy centers around "pupil interest™; there-
fore an attempt to dlscover what phases of English most completely fulfill
the needs and interests of the pupil has merite.

Any study mmst be limited to factors included in the investigator's
experience; therefore Twin Bridges High School, Twin Bridges, Montana,was
selected as the most logical site to conduct the investigations Having
taught Engligh, grades seven through twelve, for three years in the school
system at Twin Bridges, Montana, the investigator believed thet it would
be possible to prepare an opinionnaire based upon the various phases of
the English curriculum in that school which would lead to a better undere
standing of the interests and needs in the field of English of the people
of that commnitye.

Since the results obtained from this study are, of necessity, purely
matters of opinion, no claim has been mede as to the complete validity or
significance of the findingse The study was conducted for the sole purpose
of giving the author a better insight into the needs and interests of the

pupils and laymen of the specific community, Twin Bridges, as related to

wle
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the English curriculum and methods of teaching ite. Any benefil derived
from this gtudy will apply to the author's future teaching experience in
the field of Englishe

DEFINITION OF THE PROBLEM

The problem was to breal down the various phases of English into
their component parts for the purpose of discovering: (1) if, in the
opinion of the respondents, these respective phases of English are being
emphasized (a) too much, (b) enough, or (c) not enough; (2) how much
enphasis the regpondents felt should be placed on the various phases of
English; (3) how important the warious devices and techniques used in

teaching English are thought to be by the respondentse
IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY

As has been mentioned previously, the importance of the study lies
in the application which can be made of the information gathered from the
opinionneire in any future teaching experience of the investigatore

Since the resulis obtained are matters of opinion, they mast be
evaluated in the light of accepted philosophies in the field of Englishe
Merely because the survey indicates certain ideas concerning over or
under emphasis upon certaln phases of English does not necessarily imply
that these changes in emphasis should be mede without a careful analysis
of the matter in the light of the accepted practices, and the opinions
held by recognized anthorities in the teaching of Englishe If in some
measure the investigation reveals need for a change in the approach to

the teaching of English, the study will be considered worthwhiles

hY
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LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

The investigation covered in this study makes no claim as to discover=-
ing woaknesses in the English curriculum or methods of instruction except
as they apply to Twin Bridges High Schools The studies reviewed in Chapter
II have been conducted by experts in the field of English ocurriculum for
the purpose of discovering inherent weaknesses in the teaching of English;
whereas this study has been solely concermed with finding out how pupils
and laymen of one gpecific community, Twin Bridges, Montana, believe Enge
lish is and should be taughte

The only result expected is that the findings might be analyzed for
the purpose of improving the techniques and procedures used in the teach-
ing of English et Twin Bridges High Schoole

PROCEDURE

In an effort to obtain the opinions of the students and laymen of
Twin Bridges, Montana, regarding how English is and should be taught, an
opinionnaire was devised which was believed to be at least somewhat ade-
guate in fulfilling this objective.

The opinionnaire was administered personally to seventy-one past or
present students of Twin Bridges High Schools These students were broken
do@ jnto ™A, "B," "C,® and "D" classifications according to their general
academic standing in English while attending schoole Thirty-seoven laymen
were also given the opinionnaire in an attempt to discover how this group

believed English was and should be taught at Twin Bridges High Sohoole
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The faculty of Twin Bridges High School was also to be included in
the survey; however, the comparatively amall number of faoulty members and
the unavailability of several of them made this portion of the plan un=
feasible. The regults from the 108 opinionnaires were tabulated, The

body of this paper will review the findings and their interpretationse
DEFINITION OF TERMS USED

Needs and Interests: Throughout this study the terms, needs

and interests, will connote the meaning of those factors of English which
the individual believes to be of importance in order to prepare himself
more completely for everyday livinge

English Currioculum: The English ocurrioculum will be interpreted to

mean all those experiences which go toward making up the English course

at Twin Bridges High Schoole

~
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CHAPTER 1I
RELATED RESEARCH

An invegtigation of related material has indicated that a wide
variance as to the aims and methods of teaching English exisgts in the Ameri-
can gchoolse Furthermore, Robert Ce. Pooley, Profesaor of English at the
University of Wisconsin, states: "A tremendous gap exists between the aims
of English ingtruction as listed in courses of study eand the actuality of
instruction as found in the classroome"?

Invegtigations into the English curriculum are generally directed to-
ward discovering prevailing practices, and an evaluating of those practices.
Since the purpose of this study has been to discover what the pupil and lay=-
man think about the English curriculum, a somewhat different approach has
been used and the results naturally differ considerablye

Phyllis Welch Watts2 conducted a survey of opinion among sixteen Cali-
fornia high schools in an attempt to discover the language needs of vocgtional
students in that states She listed the wvarious phases of language in four
different categories as follows: (1) minimum essentials, (2) desirable
for average success, (3) associated with leadership, (4) not importamt to
the person employed in this field. This survey, because of its different

objectives, did not closely relate to the findings of the opinionnaire

1 R, C. Pooley, "The Contributions of Research to the Teaching of
English,” English Journal, 37:;170-75, April, 1948.

2 P, W. Watts, "Language Need of Vocational Students,™ Californias
Journal of Seoondag Eduecation, 17:325-33, December, 1948,

.5 -
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employed in this study; however her procedure was much the same in that she
sought the opinions of students in the same manner as was done in this studye.
She dealt with only one type of student and her locale was state-wide but
in other respects her study more closely approximated the objeotives of
this study than any research reviewed in this chapters

In 1932, Dre Dora Ve Smith conduocted an exhaustive study of the Enge
lish curriculunm in fifteen states. She visited the schools personally and
studied the classroom procedures and technlquese The canclusion which
Dre Smith draws concerning these matters is, "There is a wide and unreason-
able variety of aims, materials, and practices in high schools of the
United Statese"S

In 1938, Dr. Smith? conducted another survey concerming the teaching
of English in the public elementary and hizh schools of New York State.
Her findings again tend to indicate a lack of purposeful aims and objectivese
She gtated that many English teachers did not seem to realize that a pree
scribed course of study even existede The typical teacher was totally une
aware of any particular goals toward which he should be strivinge. Along
this same line the study reported in this paper sought to discover the goals
which puplls and laymen believe should be attained in Englishe

Dwight L. Burton® found that research in the field of teaching litera-

ture brought out the opinion that students should be allowed more "pleasurs"

S Pooley, ope cite, ppe 173-74.
% Ibide, pe 17de

$ D, L. Burton, "Research in the Teaching of Literature," Review
Educational Researoh, 19:125-34, April, 1949

N
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reading as opposed to textbook materiale The prevailing opinion was that
under such a program pupils will develop more interest in reading and will
at the same time improve their reading ability and taste.

Pooley snd Williams® studied the English curriculum in high schools
in fifteen Wisconsin counties in 1946¢ They investigated the courses of
study end analyzed the various textbooks in use. Once again, they dis-
covered a lack of unity and coherence among the schools studiede They
recommended further research in all phases of the teaching of Englishe

Lyman’ stated that "social utility" should serve as the criterion
for the vaerious activities composing the English curriculume He also
pointed out that oral and written expression are neglected. His study
was conducted in 1929 making it somewhat outdated.

Pooley in suumarizing the findings of various studies concerning
the English curriculum lists the following conclusions:

le Children were taught grammar without application to the

writing of Englishe

2¢ They were performing exercises of no discernible velue to

growth in English skillse

3. They wrote no compositionse

4+ They received no directive guidance in speech or writinge

5¢ They pursued or were pursued by a narrow program of reading

end litersture, often pitched beyond their years erd withe
out points of contact with their present experiences; send

they received little or no encoursgement to resd for plessure
and recreatione

€ Re Ce Pooley end Re De Williams, Teaching of English in Wisconsin,
(Medisons University of Wisconsin Press, 1545), 196 ppe

7 Re L Lyman, Summary of Invegtigati nguag
e Lo » of ations Relating to Grammar, Language,
and Composition, (Chicegos: Ulnivers v of Chicego, 1925] 302 Dpe

8 Pooley, ope cite, ppe 175
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Generally speaking, a great deal of reseasrch aimed at discoverirg
where teachers fail to use proper procedures and techniques bhas been
carried oute Much stress is laid on the gap between c¢bjectives and the
actual eccomplishment of these objeotives. Further research in all
phases of English is recommended by the experts in order to give the

pupil a more meaningful course of studye
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CHAPTER III

BACKGROUND FOR STUDY

Twin Bridges, Mortena, is & town of sbout five hundred population,
located in Madison Countye Situated in the Ruby Valley, Twin Bridges lies
forty-six miles southeast of Butte and thirty miles rorth of historie
Virginie City on Highway Ninety-One.

The principal industry of the locelity is ranchings. Cattle and sheep
raising overshadow farming since comperetively little grein is produceds
Large anounts of hay are grown on irrigated acreagee

The town of Twin Bridges serves ss a shopping and sccisl center for
the surrounding rural area. No businesses of any importance are loocated
in Twin Bridges, and e smell saw mill outside of town serves as virtually
the only source of employment other thar ranch worke

Since Twin Bridges lies on Route Ninety-One leading to Virginie City
and Yellowstone Park, many tourists pass through during the spring end sum-
mer months bringing considerable trade for the local merchantse.

Because of the close proximity of the Big Hole and Beaverhead Rivers,
the area is a fisherman's paradise. MNany sportsmen invede the ares during
the summer monthse

The one fegture which distinguishes Twin Bridges from any other small
Montana cormmunity is the fact that the Montana State Orphan's Home is loceted
theree This rether impressive physical plant lies just outside the city
14mits on the highway leeding to Dillone

At the present time, about one hundred and twenty-five children are

being cared for at this institutione Quite a few locel people are employed

-9-
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in various capacities. 0ddly enough, very few of the children are actual
orphans; instead most of them come from broken homes where the courts have
taken over custody of the children and pleced them at the Orphans' Homee

The "Home™ meintains its own grade school, but sends the children of
high school level to Twin Bridges High Schoole These studemts are allowed
to partieipate in all school activitiese

The Twin Bridges echool system operstes on a six-sgix basise The
seventh and eighth grade students are housed in the same building es the
high schcol students, and they are tsught on a departmentalized basis by
the members of the high school facultye

The twenty or so Orphen Home children of high school level make for
8 somewhat larger than normsl high school enrollment of sbout ninetye

Nine faculty members, including the guperintendent, teach the
various courses that comprise the curriculume Four years of English are
required for 8ll students at Twin Bridges High Schools Third and fourth
year English are taught in alternate yearse This arrangement forces some
students to jump from English II to English IVe This has proved to be a
somewhat unsatisfactory mrocedure which the superintendent has underteken
to correcte.

Literature, oral and written expression, and the study of grammar
make up the bulk of the English curriculum. Twin Bridges High School does
not operate on a semester basis and the various phases of study are corre=-
leted as muoh as possible. An attempt to make the work meaningful in
reletion to everyday living has been made by the teacher.

Since many Twin Bridges greduates attend college, effort has been

mede to prepare these students for successful college careerse
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Generally speaking, Twin Bridges is a typical small liontens towne

The school system compares with schools of similer sizee
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CHAPTER IV
PRESENTATION OF FINDINGS

Number enswering opinionnairees Tables I and II, page 13 indicate

thet the opinionneire wes administered to a total of one hundred and
eight people, of whom seventy-one were students and thirtye-seven were ley=
mones The students included some who are still in attendance, as well as
graduaetes of the classes of 1951, 1962 end 1953 Student returns were
further broken down according to their general academic standing in Enge
lish as "A," "B," "C," and "De" Students accounted for roughly twoethirds
(65e7%) of the total number of persons interviewed; the laymen, about one-
third (34e3%)e

Of the total number of students represented in the study, six were
classified as "A" students in English; severnteen as "B"; thirty-six as

"C": and twelve as "D."

Evalustion of the teaching of Engligshe The opiniomnaire given to

the responderts consisted of thirty questions concerning the various phases
of Bnglishe The dual purpose of the questions was to discover how students
end laymen felt English was and should be taught at Twin Bridges High Sohoole
The sgtudents naturally relied upon their classroom experiences, while the
laymen's opinions were probably based on their own high school experlence,
that of their children, and information that they had heard or seen con-
cerning the current situatione

Many times the leymants conception of how English was and should be

taught differed consideraebly from that of the student who had a2 more first

«l2e
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TABLE I

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF TWIN BRIDGES
STUDENTS AND LAYMEN INTERVIEWED

Interviewees Number Per ocent
"A" Students 6 $46%
"B" Students 17 1647%
"c" studentes 36 3343%
"p* Students 12 11.1%
Total Students 71 65¢7%
Laymen 37 34e3%
Total Inberviewed 108 10060%
TABLE II

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF STUDENTS
INTERVIEWED ACCORDING TO ACADEMIC STANDING

o ———

Student Interviewees ¥Numberx Per cent
"a" 6 845%
"p" 17 23.9%
hwon 36 50e¢7%
"p® 12 1649%
Total 71 10060%
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hand knowledge of the actual procedures end techniquesg employed in the

classrooms of Twin Bridges High Schoole

Emphesis upon grammere Table IIX, page 16, and Table IV, page 17,

point up the fact that students quite definitely believed that grammar
was emphasized enough--e total of fifty-nine, or 84 per cent, answering
the question in this menner. Omn the other hand, only 49 per cent of the
leymen thought that gremmer was emphasized enoughe

51 per cent of the laymen stated that grammar should be emphasized
to a greater degree while only 15 per cent of the students agreed with
this opinione

Only one person, a student, believed that grarmar was emphasized
too muche

The wide variance of opinion between student and layman on this
question leads to the assumption that either the layman's greater experience
has shown him the value of grammar in everyday life or he iz unaware of
the degree of emphasis placed on this part of English in the present Eng=-
lish currioculume

The most importent single phase of the study of grammar is the
agreement of the predicate with its subject according to the results of
the opinlonneires

Students named their first three choices in the following order:
(1) Basal parts of a sentence, (2) agreement of predicate with subject,
(3) perts of speeche Laymen, on the other hand, considered agreement of
predicete with subject and recognition of a sentence as the two most ime

portant items with uses of nouns as their third choicee
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"A" studemts were virtually unenimous in considering agreement of
predicaete with subjeot as being "very importent™ in the study of grarmare

Every item listed was considered either "very importent™ or
"important” by a substantiel majority of respondentse More students, 22
per cent, believed that verbals were of le s s importance than any other
item; whereas more laymen thought that properties of verbs were of little
importances

Generally speeking, all eight factors were considered "importent"
in the study of grammer by nearly ninety per cemt of the people answering
the opiniommaire.

Emphasis upon vocabulerye Table IV, page 17, and Teble V, page 18,

indicate that the general oplnion of both student and laymen was that vocabue
lary was not emphasized enough in the English curriculume Sixty per cent
of the students and 78 per cemt of the laymen answered in this mannere Per-
haps significently, 83 per cemt of the "A"™ students believed this to be
true -with a proportiongl lessening in the per cent of poorer students who
were of the same opinicne

Learning words through reading widely was eomsidered to be the best
method of building a better vocabulary by both laymen end studentse Making
lists of new words and studying root words were both considered importent
but they received comparatively little "very importamt™ supporte Since
very little work on root words had been carried out at Twin Bridges High
School, it is possible that the respondents failed to attach enough imparte
ance to this phase of vocabulary simply because they did not fully under-

stand its value.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



‘uoissiwgad 1noypum pauqiyosd uononpolidas Jayung “Jaumo 1ybuAdoo ayy Jo uoissiwiad yum pasonpoldey

TABLE III

OPINIONS OF STUDENTS AND LAYMEN AS TO EMPHASIS PLACED ON
GRAMMAR, VOCABULARY, AND SPELLING IN THE TEACHING
OF ENGLISH AT TWIN BRIDGES HIGH SCHOOL

— s e e —
Too Much Enough Not Enowgh

Grammar Vocabulery Spelli Graxmar Vocgbulsry Spelling | Grammar Vocabulary Spelling
"A" Students 0.0 Qe0 0.0 8363 1647 3343 1667 8363 667
"B" Students 0.0 59 0.0 7046 2944 47.0 2944 647 5249
nen Students 28 248 0e0 88,9 3849 36el 8e3 583 6369
"D" Students 040 040 0s0 8363 5040 5843 1647 5040 417
Total S'budexrbT le4 248 040 83e9 3646 4243 1646 6046 5767
Laymen 0.0 000 040 48,6 2146 2947 5led 7844 703
Total 09 1.9 00 Tie3 3145 3840 2748 667 6240

et ——— ._—_-—-—-—Ll——-——-——-—- " - Pl gt~y e o eyttt

Notes All figures are based on per cents
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IMPORTANCE OF THE ITEMS LISTED IN THE STUDY OF GRAMMAR

TABLE IV

OPINION OF STUDENTS AND LAYMEN AS TO THE DHGREE OF

Voery Important

Iingorta.nt

0f Little Importance

Recognition of sentence
Basal parts of sentence
Perts of speech
Properties of verbs
Agreement, Sube & Predes
Dependent clauses

Uses of noun

Vorbals

394
54,9
52.1
1947
5345
2lel
3840

2543

5945
4045
4045
1849
595
1345
6648

10.8

Students Laymen Total

M%

4643
5040
48,1
19,4
5546
1845
4444
2044

Students Laymen Total

5067
4243
3944
6746
4243
6240
5345
521

4045
5945
568
6746
4045
8l.1
3748

7844

Students Laymen Total

——

S =
4742 949
48,1 248
45¢4 | 845
676 (1247
4147 4.2
68e5 11649
48,1 8eb
6lel 2245

iy

040
040
267
1345
0¢0
D4
54

10.8

6eb
130
2.8
1340
To4

1845

Note: All figures are based on per ocente
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TABLE V

OPINION OF STUDENTS AND LAYMEN AS TO THE DIGREE OF
IMPORTANCE OF THE ITEMS LISTED IN THE STUDY OF VOCABULARY

Very Important Important Of Little Importance
Students Laymen Total | Students Laymen Total | Students Laymen Total

i

Study of root words 4243 2740 3740 45.1 6247 5049 127 1048 12,0
Lists of new words 35e2 3501 3542 5241 4549 5040 1247 1849 14,48

Reading widely 6746 7567 7044 2842 4.3 2649 4.2 0.0 2.8

g
ol —

Note: All figures are based on per cente
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TABLE VI

OPINION OF STUDENTS AND LAYMEN AS TO THE DEGREE OF
IMPORTANCE OF THE ITEMS LISTED IN THE STUDY OF SPELLING

et pn—i-maiifion

ppasss-

T Very Important L IEP-E"*';E | or Little fmgortance
Students Laymen Total |Students Laymen Total |Students Laymen Total

m—
[

e et

Lists of new words
"Trouble spots"
Visualization

Rote Memorigzation

o

2245 2740 24.1
5449 5648 5546

7342 7340 T3l

40.8 1345 3145

Nt

————

P

5345 4846 5149
4068 4046 4067

2349 2740 2540

4243 5le4 4544

———— T ——

Note: All figures are based on per cemnte

2349
4.2
28

1649

2443
207
0.0

3561

2401
37
1e9

231

-'6‘[-
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Emphasis upon spellinge As shown by Table III, page 16, and Table

VI, page 19, over sixty per cent of the total respondents believed that
spelling was not emphasized enough in the high school curriculum. More
laymen than students, however, were of this opinion as the studentst
choices were almost equally divided between enough and not enough emphasis
upon gpellings No one thought that there was an over emphasis on spellinge

Of the four methods of studying spelling listed in the opiniomnaire,
visualization, seeing the word in the mind, was considered "very important®
by more than seventy per cemt of both laymen and studentse The study of
"trouble spots™ in words was also believed to be "very importart™ by fifty-
five per cemt of the respondentse

The only point where laymen and students disagreed sharply on spel-
ling emphasis was on rote memorization. The students, strangely enough,
thought this item to be of importance; whereas the laymen were more inclined

to list it as being of little importancee

Emphasis upon punctuatione Table VII, page 21, and Table VIII, page

22, showed that a large per cent of students, 85 per cent, thought that
punctuation was emphasized enough while only 48 per cent of the laymen

were of the same opinion. Again, this leads to the gquestion of who has

the most realistic viewpoint oconcerning this matter, student or laymene

The student relies upon his own school experience without benefit of the
laymen'g broader experiences in life; however, he, the student, is closer
to the actual situation and perhaps understands the problem better than
the layman who must base his conclusions on his past experiences or second-
hand informatione The laymen cannot be certain that the same degree of

emphasis is placed on any single phase of English as when he attended schoole

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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TABLE VII

OPINIONS OF STUDENTS AND LAYMEN AS TO EMPHASIS PLACED
ON PUNCTUATION, USE OF DICTIONARY, AND USE OF THE LIBRARY
IN THE TBRACHING OF ENGLISH AT TWIN BRIDGES HIGH SCHOOL

Too Mach Enough Not Enowygh
Use of Use of Use of Use of Use of Use of

Pu:x:tﬁuation Dicti_o_gary Lﬂ_::ary Punctustion Dictionary Library | Punctuation Dictionary Libr;uf_y= ,
"A" Students 0.0 040 0-:0 10040 83‘.;“ 50.0 0.0 1667 50.0
"B" Students 0.0 0.0 040 7645 47.1 36e3 2345 6249 6447
"C" Students 0.0 0.0 2.8 8046 667 3641 19.4 3843 6lel
"D" Students 0.0 0.0 843 10040 9.7 333 0.0 8e3 5843 'sN"
Totel Students 0.0 0.0 2.8 8445 67.6 3944 1545 3244 6747
Leymen 0.0 0.0 247 48.6 32.4 514 514 676 4549
Total 0.0 0.0 2.8 7242 5546 43¢5 278 4.4 537

Notes All figures are based on per cemnte
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TABLE VIII

OPINIONS OF STUDENTS AND LAYMEN AS TO THE DEGREE OF

IMPORTANCE OF THE ITEMS LISTED IN THE STUDY OF PUNCTUATION

——— —— e —

Very Important

Important

0f Little Importance

Students Laymen Totel

ol

Students Laymen Total

Students Laymen Total

"

Rules of punctuation

Using proper
punctuation outside
class

Common génse
punctuation

T

T

ST

6046 5461 5843

83e1 6746 778

14,1 1642 14.8

rarev—

3348 4342 3740

1649 324 22.2

3244 54.1 398

——

.

Notes All figures are based on per cents

546 27 4.6

0.0 0.0 00

5346 29.7 4544
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TABLE VII

OPINIONS OF STUDENTS AND LAYMEN AS TO EMPHASIS PLACED

ON PUNCTUATION, USE OF DICTIONARY, AND USE OF THE LIBRARKY

IN THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH AT TWIN BRIDGES HIGH SCHOOL

— e

"

e e

——

—

——

"A" Students
"B" Students
"c" Students
"p" Students
Total Students
Laymen

Total

Toc Mach Enough Not Enough

Use of Use of Use of Use of Use of Use of

Punctuation Dictionary Libf_i.{y Punctuation Dictionary Library | Punctuation Dictionary Library
0.0 060 0_:0 10040 8343 50.0 0.0 1667 5060
0.0 0.0 0.0 7645 4761 3543 2345 5249 647
0.0 0.0 2.8 8046 667 361 19.4 333 6lel
0.0 0.0 843 100.0 91.7 3363 040 843 58e3
0.0 0.0 2.8 8445 6746 3944 1545 324 577
0.0 040 247 48,6 3244 514 514 6746 4549
0.0 0.0 248 7242 5546 4345 2748 4444 537

)
N
-

[}

Notes All figures are based on per cente
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TABLE IX

OPINIONS OF STUDINTS AND LAYMEN AS TO THE DEGREE OF

IMPORTANCE OF THE ITEMS LISTED IN THE PROPER USE OF THE DICTIONARY

Very Important

Important

Of Little Importanoe

Students Laymen Total | Students Laymen Total

Students Laymen Total

— =~

e

Finding word meanings 63e4 7547 67e6 | 3542

Sylla.bication 1545 2740 1944 577
Recognizing
diaoritical markings 2245 3244 2549 | 6240
Knowing what
abbreviations stand
for 4769 2740 40,7 | 394

2146

5648

5648

5648

3046

574

6042

4644

=¥

————

1.4

2648

1645

12.7

 ——

2.7

1662

1048

1642

1.9

23e1

1349

139

Note: All figures are ‘based on per cexte
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Being able to use proper punctuation in written work outside Eng=
lish class was considered to be very importart by nearly everyone answering
the opinionnairee More than ninety per cent of the respondents thought
that it was important to learm the rules of punctuation. Using common
sense instead of the rules of punctuation was held to be of little impore
tance by over half of the studentse This, perhaps, justifies the opinion
that a person must know "how to do something®™ if he expects to do it

correctlys

Using the dictionary properly. Table VII, page 21, and Table IX,

page 23, show that students and laymen disagreed sharply on the amount of
emphasis placed on this iteme Sixty~-eight per cent of the students said
that enough enmphasis was pleced on using the dietionary properly; sixtye
eight per cent of the laymen believed the oppositee.

Being able to find word meanings was very important to both student
and layman; however surprisingly enough syllebication was not thought to

be of much importance by nearly thirty per cent of the studentss

Proper use of the school library. The majority of students did not

think there was enough emphasis upon proper use of the school librarye
Teble VII, page 21, and Table X, page 25, indicete that laymen were of
a divided opinion on the mattere Fifty-one per cent said enough and forty=-
six per cent not enough emphasise

Knowing how to look up meterial in encyclopedias end other references
was of great importance to seventye-gix per cemt of the respondentse. Not
nearly so much emphasis was placed on understanding the Dewey Decimal Sys-

tem or the card catalogue. This was probebly due to the fact that the

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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TABLE X

OPINIONS OF STUDENTS AND LAYMEN AS TO THE DEGREE OF
IMPORTANCE OF THE ITEMS LISTED IN USING THE LIBRARY PROPERLY

Very Important Important Of Little Importance
Students lLaymen Total | Students Laymn Total | Students Laymen Total
—e e e e — ]
Understanding
Dw Decimal 36«6 1849 3K eb 4645 5648 5060 1849 2443 194
system
Understand ing
Card ecatalogme 5345 43,2 5040 42.3 54e1 4643 4.2 247 Se7
Enowing how to
look up material T4 46 784 7549 2544 1849 23,1 0.0 247 0.9

|

Notes All figures are based on per cezmte

e Tl
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library at Twin Bridges High School did not operate on the Dewey Decimal

system and the students did not fully understand the value of the systems

Compiling a bibliographye According to Table XI, page 28, and Table

X1I, page 29, student opinion was equally divided as to whether enough or
not enough emphasis was placed on learning to compile a bibliographye
Seventy per cent of the laymen were satisfied that there was enough empha-
sis on this phase of Englighe

Virtually everyone agreed that knowing the correct form to use as well

a8 neatnoss and accuracy were either "very importanmt" or "important,"

Poisgse and §ood mnnerse Of considerable interest was the fact that

nearly seventy per cent of the respondents believed that there was not
enough emphasis on learning poise and good manners as indicated by Table
XI, pege 28, snd Table XIII, page 30e Several people made e point of
gstating this opinion vehemently while they were filling out the opinione
nairee

The ability to converse inmterestingly and to introduce people prop-
erly were thought to be "very important"” by more than seventy per cent of
the total number of interviewees.

More than half the people believed that answering the telephone
properly and knowing how to make a date were important. Many more laymen
than students were of the opinion that dating was of 1little importance as

a phase of the English curriculumi

Audio-visual aidse Table XII, page 29, and Table XIV, page 31,

showed that students thought there was more need for audio=visual aids

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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than did the laymene. Fifty-sight per cent of the students indiscated there
was not enough emphasis while only thirty-seven per cent of the laymen were
of a like opinione

Maps, charts, and graphs received the greatest support as being im-
portante Films were second in importansce according to the results of the
opinionnaire while radio programs were thought to be of the least importance

by the greatest number of peoplee

Written expressions Table XV, page 31, Table XVI, page 32, and

Table XVIiI, page 33, show that sixtye-six per cent of the students thought
there was not enough written expression. The "A" group of etudents agreed
with the leymen in their opinion. Again as in other oases where differences
of opinion exist, there is no way to decide which is the more nearly correoct
responsee

Of the various forms of written expression, seventy-one per cent bee
lieved that business letters were very importante. The other forms of write
ten expression were listed in the following order: (1) term papers, (2)
written reports, (3) friendly letters, (4) original stories, (5) descripe
tive themes, (6) school paper, (7) original poems, and (8) scrapbookse

Original poems and scrapbooks were consldered to be of little impor-
tance by nearly half the total number of respondentse All the other phases
of written expression wers oonsidered "important" or "very important® by at
least eighty=-five per cenmt of the people answering the opiniomnairee

Spelling and grammatical usage led in that order as the most important
writing skillse Research, arganization of materials, creative ideas ex-

pressed, and punctuation were also very important to over sixty per cent of

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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TABLE X1

OPINIONS OF STUDENTS AND LAYMEN AS TO EMPHASIS PLACED ON LEARNING
T0 COMPILE A BIBLIOGRAPHY, THE LEARNING OF POISE AND GOOD MANNERS, AND
AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS IN THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH AT TWIN BRIDGES HIGH SCHOOL

Too Much Enough Not Enough
Compile Learning Audioe Compile Learning Audioe Compile Learning Audioe
Bibllography Poisse Visual |Bibliography Poise Visual | Bibliography Poise Visual
A" Students 060 040 1667 6647 5060 3343 333 5040 50.0
" students 5e9 040 5e9 2345 23¢5 2345 6447 7645 706
“C" Students 0.0 248 060 5803 4742 5506 41,7 500 44 .4 '
»n
D" Student s 0.0 040 0.0 | 60.0 33,3 1647 5040 6647  B83.3 1
Total Students l.4 1.4 2.8 493 3840 3944 49,3 60.6 6577
Laymen 5.4 bt 27 7062 1602 5942 2403 78.4 378
Total 27 27 27 5645 3046 46,3 40,7 667 5049
IS Te—————— A ———

et ———

i

7
I

"

Notes All figures are based on per cente
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TABLE XII

OPINIONS OF STUDENTS AND LAYMEN AS TO THE DEGREE OF
IMPORTANCE OF THE ITEMS LISTED IN LEARNING TO COMPILE A BIBLIOGRAPHY

v

———

P ——————

=~ —— ==
Very Important Important 0f Little Importance

Students Laymen Total | Students Laymen Total | Students Laymen Total
— ——— . —

Knowing ocorrect
form 66 ¢2 378 56e5 3140 5648 3948 2.8 Bed Se7

Neatness and
accurasy 53¢5 4342 5040 45,1 5144 4742 144 544 248

W

Notes All figures are based on per cente

-63-
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TABLE XIII

OPINIONS OF SIUDENTS AND LAYMEN AS TO THE DEGREE OF
IMPORTANCE OF THE ITEMS LISTED IN LEARNING POISE AND GOOD MANNERS

Of Little Importance

o A e e s e — e e 1 e e o o e - e e et i = et — o

Very Important Important
Students Laymen Total | Students Laymen Total | Studerts Laymen Total

Ability to introduoce
people 7448 6449 7163 25.4 324 278 0.0 267 09

Ability to answer
telephone 4243 378 40,7 63e5 6267 665 442 0.0 2.8

Ability to converse
interestingly 7641 757 7549 2349 24,3 2401 0.0 0.0 0.0

Ability to meke a
date properly 3502 32.4 343 5942 5144 566 5e6 1642 93

l

Note: All figures are based on per cente
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TABLE XIV

OPINIONS OF STUDENTS AND LAYMEN AS TO DEGREE OF
IMPORTANCE OF THE ITEMS LISTED IN USING AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS

|
|

Important of Little ortance
Students lLaymen Total | Students Total

4943 bd.l 5049 12.7 10.8 12.0
2544 6.4 1846 5449 7844 6340 19.7 1642 1845

Films
Radio Programs

1306 1042

TABLE XV

OPINIONS OF STUDENTS AND LAYMEN AS TO EMPHASIS PLACED
ON WRITTEN EXPRESSION, ORAL EXPRESSION, AND LITERATURE
IN THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH AT TWIN BRIDGES HIGH SCHOOL

- — Too Mucﬁ- .:__ 'koug ; Nob-mi.lgh B T
Written Oral Written Oral itten Oral
t

Expression Expression Litersture Expression Expreasion Literature Expression Expression Liverature
"% studente 060 00 1647 3363 1647 6647 6607 833 1647
"g* Students 0.0 040 040 7645 6848 T046 23e5 41,2 2944
"e" Students 248 040 Be3 6944 44 .4 7242 2748 5546 19.4
"p" studentes 060 0.0 8e3 58e3 66Ge7 76560 4147 333 16,7
Total Students 1.4 0.0 70 6642 4543 718 32.4 507 21.1
Laymen 040 0.0 27 351 5648 7547 6449 43,2 21.6
Total ...0.9 _ 0.0 546 5546 5109 731 _5305 48,1 21,3

Note: All figures ere baged on per cent.



‘uoissiwiad noyum paugiyold uononpoidal Jayung “ssumo WBLAdoo oy} Jo uoissiuad yum paonpoiday

OPINIONS OF STUD#NTS AND IAYMEW AS TO THE DEGREE OF

TABLE XV1

IMPORTANCE OF THE FOLLOWING FORMS OF WRITTEN EXPRESSION

i —

i

om————

N i e bidsi i

Very Importent

————

Impartent

e

r—
T ——

Of Little Importence

Students Laymen Total

Studente Laymen Totel

Students Laymen Total

Original stories
Deseriptive themes
Originel poems
Written reports
Term papers
Buginess letters
Friendly letters
School paper

Serapbooks

3348
2946
2644
507
6046
6746
31.0
5542

be6

3244
378
108
54e1
4045
7844
378
2146

8el

3363
3244
2064
51e9
5367
T1e3
338
3046

- 66

53¢
535
3244
45.1
3348
310
606
5942

4243

5648
4846
851
4342
4846
2146
5led
7667

54.1

5446
519
353
4444
3849
27.8
5744
64,8

4643

1247
1649
4243
4.2
be6
1l
846
b6

62.1

1048
1346
54.1
247
10.8
00
10.8
2e7

37.8

1240
1647
4643
37
Ted
0e9
943
4.6

4742

Notes All figures are based on per cente
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the respondentses The style of writing was considered of little importance
by more people than any of the other items listed in the opinicnneire under
written expressione

In letter writing, accuracy, courtesy, and neatness were very importent
to roughly seventy per cent of those questiored. Proper parsgraphing end

the parts of a letter did not seem as important to a majority of students

and laymene

Orel expregsione Opinion as to whether there was enough oral expres-

sicn was about equally divided as shown by Table XV, page 31, Table XVIII,
page 35, and Teble XIX, page 35. Forty=-nine per cert of the studemnts and
fiftyesix per cent of the laymen thought that encugh emphasis was placed on
oral expression while the remginder in both cases thought that there was
not encugh oral expression in the English curriculume A gregter number of
"A" and "B" gtudemts favored more oral work than dld the poorer studentse

Dramatics and extemporanecus speeches were the favored forms of orel
expression with tape recordings receivirg the least supporte

In the giving of oral reports, preparstion was considered very import~
ent by nearly ninety per cent of both students and leymeme Poisge, style of
delivery, appearsnce, and proper use of notes also got strong support while

more people were inclimed to thirk that memorization was of little impartancee.

Study of literaturee Table XV, page 31, and Table XX, page 36 show

that nearly seventy-five per cent of the tctel respondents thought that
literature was emphasized enoughe A considerable mumber of students were
of the opinion that it wms emphasized too much and very few believed that

not enough erphasis was placed on literatures

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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TABLE XX

OPINIONS OF STUDENTS AND LAYMEN AS TO THE DEGREE OF

IMPORTANCE OF THE ITEMS LISTED IN THE STUDY OF LITERATURE

Very Important

Importent

0f Little Importence

Students Laymen Total

Students laymen Total

Students Laymen Total

Stories in text
Stories from other
sources

Classical literature

Shakespeare's Plays
Milton's Poems
Chaucer's Poetry
Emerson's Essays
Whitman'sg Poetry
Poe's stories and

poens

Soott's Novels
Modern Authors

1545 21e6 1746

2946 2lé6 2649
2648 3748 3046
70 Se4 65
845 8el 843
2946 1849 2549
1947 1346 1746

3140 2146 278
4645 18,9 3740
4645 2740 3948

7362 5945 667

6448 757 6667
5047 4549 49,1
7148 945 676
6940 378 5843
5449 5648 5646
662 6746 6667

Y Y 5le4 5646
4243 6242 49.1
4749 5648 5049

1143 1849 13.9

5e6 247 4.6
2245 1642 2044
2l.l 351 2649
2245 54.1 3343
1546 2443 1846
4.1 1849 1647

1le3 2740 1647
113 1849 13.9
5e6 1642 943

e

M

]

D e

———

S

Notes All figures are based on per ocente
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TABLE XXI

OPINIONS OF STUDENTS AND LAYMEN AS TO EMPHASIS PLACED ON BOOK
REPORTS AND READING IN THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH AT TWIN BRIDGES HIGH SCHOCL

Too Mach Enough Not Enough
Book - Boo “Book "
| Reports Reading | peports 2°841RE | poports RO24ITE

A" Students | Os 0 533 0.0 g6e7 0.
"B" Students 549 0.0 94,1 6447 0.0 3563
"oY Studernt s 843 0.0 8046 6944 1349 3066
"D“ Students 040 843 8343 833 1647 843
Total Students Bef 1.4 7848 69,0 1545 2946
Laymen 2e7 247 89e2 324 8el 6449
Total 4,46 1_._9_ 8244 56D 13.0 41.1

NWole: ALl figures are based on per OemGe

TABLE XXII

m—m:—

OPINIONS OF STUDENTS AND LAYMEN AS TO DEGREE OF
IMPORTANCE OF THE ITEMS LISTED IN DOING BOOK REPORTS

—
—

TR o ST — Sy

Very Important

Of Little Importance

ortant
Students LIa

Students Laymen Tobal aymen_ Total | Students Laymen  Total
Written reviews 31.0 27«0 2946 6240 5648 60e2 Te0 1642 1042
Oral reports 7342 378 6lel 25¢4 5946 3760 144 2.7 1.9
Dramatic engctments 1843 10.8 157 4749 6242 528 3348 2740 31le5

Wote: ALl figures are based on per cenbe
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TABLE XXIII

OPINIONS OF STUDENTS AND LAYMEN AS TO DEGREE
OF IMPORTANCE OF THE ITEMS LISTED IN READING

——
e

Very Important Importart 0f Little Importance
Students Laymen Total | Studerts Laymem Total }Students Laymen Total
Enowing how to
think 776 7844 778 2lel 2146 2146 12 040 0e9
Knowing a topic
sentence 4243 5648 4742 4645 378 4345 11.3 544 943
Knowing how to
outline 4347 4.1 4742 45,1 3661 4la7 11.3 10,8 11.1
Understanding
what read 90.1 94,6 91,7 8¢5 544 7o 1.4 060 0e9
Remembering
what read 7849 8lel 7946 21el 1642 194 0.0 2eT 0.9
Remedial reading 6940 83.8 Tédel 2946 10.8 2301 les Set 28

Note; All figures are based on per cente
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More gtudents seemed to be dissatisfied with the literature course
than any other phase of Englishe They particularly disliked classical lit=
erature. Stories by well-kmown modern authors and books and stories se-
lected by the student from other sources received the strongest support
from students as being of importencee British authors--Shakespeare, Milton,

and Chaucer-ewers more unpopular with the sgtudents than Americans such as

Emerson, %hitman, and Poee

There also seemed to be considerable dissatisfaction with the texte
books used in the classrooms

On the basis of the opinionnaire, it would appear that the current
practices in the teaching of literature should be carefully analyzed with a

view toward possible revision of this phase of the English curriculum.

Book reportses A strong majority of more than eighty-two per cent ine

dicated that book reports were emphasized enough according to Table XXI,
Page 37, and Table XXII, page 37e Quite a few studemts thought that they
were emphasized too muche Oral reports were greatly favored over written
reports, particularly by studemts. Laymen, however, thought that oral and
written reports were of about equal valuee Very few seemed to favor dra-
matic enactments of portions of the story in class as being of too much

importancee

Teaching of readinge Table XXI, page 37, and Table XXIII, page 38

indicate that students were satisfied with the amount of emphasis upon the
teaching of reading while the laymen believed thet not enough emphasis was

placed on this phase of Englishe.
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Understanding what has been read was overwhelmingly considered very
important by both student and laymans Remedial reading for speoial students
also received strong support perhaps indicating a field where more work

should be done on the high school level.
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CHAPTER V
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDAT IONS

Re=statement of Probleme The prodlem was to discover how the students

anl laymen of Twin Bridges, Montana, believed English was aml should be
taught. The study attempted to find out not only what degree of emphasis
students and laymen thought was placed on the various phases of the English
curriculum but also how much emphasis they felt should be placed on these

various factorse

Proceduree An opinionnsire was designed to discover the opinions of
students end laymen of Twin Bridges High School regarding the teaching of
Englishe It was administered personally to a total of one hundred and
eight students and laymen of Twin Bridges, Montana (seventy-one students
and thirty-seven laymen)e The results from the one hundred and eight
opiniomnaires were tabulatede The findings were reviewsed and interpreted

in the body of this papere

Sumnary of Findingse The majority of respondents, both studert and

laymen, generally agreed that enough emphasis was placed on literature,
punctuation, and book reportse The feeling among the studenmts was that
oertain phases of literature were over emphasizede

Students also believed that grammar, written expression, proper use
of the dictionary, and reading were emphasized enoughe The laymen did not
concur in this opinion and thought that more emphasis should be placed on
these items. On the other hand, audio-visual aids and oral expression de-

gerved more emphasis according to the students; whereas the laymen were of

-4l-
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the opposite opinion concernirg these two phases of the English curriculume
There was no significant agreemext concerning learning to compile a biblioge
raphy as both students and laymen were about equally divided in their
oplnions about ite

The majority of both students and laymen thought that there should be
more emphasis on the following phases of English: (1) vocsbulary, (2) spel-
ling, (3) learning of poise and good manners, (4) proper use of the librarye

Among the various items listed under the study of certain phases of
English the following firdings were significante

1. Al)l eight items listed under the study of grammar were considered
"very important" or "important™ by a majority of respondents. Agreement of
predicate with subject was considered "very important™ by greatest nuuber
of peoplees

2¢ According to the results of the study, the best way to build a
better vocabulary was to read widely.

3« The results of the survey showed that using proper punctuation
outside English class was considered "very important,"

4, According to the results of the survey the most important use of
the dictionary was to be able to find word meaningse

5« The majority of the respondents believed the best way to study
spelling was by visualization of the word.

6+ Knowing how to look up material in encyelopedias and other refer=
ences was considered "very importamt" inm using the librarye

7. In compiling a bibliography, correct form, accuracy, and neatness

gtood out as being considered importante
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8¢ Of the items listed under poise and good manners, being able to
converse interestingly and being able to introduce people properly were con-
sidered most important by the respondents.

9« Maps, charts, and graphs were thought to be more vital than films
or radio programs as audio~visual aidse

10e Business letters were the most important form of written expres=
sion according to the findingse Original poems and scrapbooks were felt to
be "of little importance™ by manye

1l. Spelling, correct grammatical usage, research, oreative ideas,
and organization of material were thought to be "very important™ in the order
namede

12« The respondents thought that accuracy, courtesy, neatness, end
conversationality took precedence as the most important phases of letter
writinge

13+ All forms of oral expression were considered important by students
and laymene

14+ Preparation and poise were thought of as the most important face
tors in oral expression. Memorization seemed to be considered the least
importante

15+ Stories by well~known medern authors and books and stories
selected by the student were favored over the "classics" and textbook
selections as the best method of studying literatures

18e Oral book reports were considered superior to written reportse
Very few respondents favored dramatic emactments of portions of the starye

17« Understanding and remembering what has been read were "very

jmportant™ to practically all students and laymene There was considerable
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gentiment for remedial reading on the high school level,

Recommendationse In view of the findings of this study certain gen-

eral conclusions and recomendations appear to be in ordere

Vocabulary study should be stressed with the goal of instilling
better reading habits in a student's mind. The study of root words would
also probably greatly ald in achieving this objective. It would seem
obvious that were students' vocabularies built up to a place where they
could understand classical literature, their enjoyment of this type of
literature would be greatly enhanced.

More emphasis should be placed on spelling on the high school lavels
Possibly the best method of stressing spelling would be to meke students
more consoious of thelr errors in written papers. learning word meamings
and correct spelling could very easily go together in the study of root
wordse

Students should be trained in using the facilities of the school li=-
brary so that they could make the best possible use of the material availe
able to them.

The learning of poise and good manners should merit a larger share of
the time spent in English c¢lasse The students generally believe that this
type of activity is importante Every effort to imrease the value of the
English curriculum in the eyes of the student should be madee

The teaching of literature should be evaluated in line with the find-
ings of this studye Perhaps, more time should be devoted to "pleasure read-
ing" in the future with possibly a corresponding lessening in the amount of

erphasis pleced on classical literature.
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The recormendstions made in this study mst, of course, be considered
pertinant only to the English curriculum at Twin Bridges Eigh Schoole No
attempt has been made to epply the findings of this study to any other

school or ecrmunity becsuse the opinions tebuleted herein refer only to thet

specific school arnd communitye
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ENGLISH TFACHING QUFESTIONNAIRE

1. Your Name: 2. Your statuss ( ) Teacher, ( ) Student, ( ) lLayman

DIRECTIONS: Please answer following questions by placing a check in the { ) beside the item which BEST describes
your opinion, Be honest--tell how you really feel.

e —
Pere—t

1. 1In high school English is grammar emphasized ( ) too much, { ) enough, ( ) not enough?

2. 1In the study of grammer, of what importance is each of Very Of Little ,
the following? Tmportant Important Importence

)

A. Recognition of a sentence o+ « « v « o 2 o o o o o & o o
B. Basal rarts of a sentence {subject, predicate, etc,), .
C. Parts of Speech & & & ¢ ¢ o 4 ¢ o o o o ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ o o o
o Properties ef Verbs . . & v v ¢ ¢ ¢ o 4 ¢ v o 0 o o
. Agreement of predicate with subjeet . . . « o . « . &
Dependent Clauses o« v v o o « o o o s o o 5 ¢ o s o o
.USSSOfNoun...........-........u
. Verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) . ., . . . .

- » -

ettt St Sl N} gt gt gl g
PN SN S, P P P P £

(
(
(
(
(
(
(

Nt st et St Nl s as®

moEEg
L

_677_

3. In high school English is vocabulary emphasized ( ) too much, ( ) enough, { ) not enough?
4, 1In building a better vocabulary, how important is each of the following?

A, Study of root Words , 4 ¢ v v 4 4 e e v e e ae e |

Ay o~
it et N
P——~ p—,
ha g L

)
B, Meking 1isis of New woTdS o « o o o o « o o o o 0 o o o ( )
C. Lesrning throush reading widely , . . . . o v « . o o o ( )

5. 1In high schuot English is spelling emphasized ( ) too much, { ) enough, ( ) not enough?

6. In studying spell’rg, how important is each of the following?

( () (g
( () {

|
& )

T+ In high school English is punctuati,n =mphasized ( ) too much, ( ) enough, { ) not enough?

A. Making lists of new words « . . .+ v ¢ ¢« ¢ 4 4 4 o
B, Study of ™routle spots" in words o o v v 0 o e o o
C. Visualization (se¢cing the word in the mind) , . . .
D. Rote memorization (p.ractice given word lists) . . .

.
L]
L
*

L]
»
-
»

————
e
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8. 1In studying punctuation, how important is each of the following®

Very COf Little
lmportant important Importance
A. Llearning rules governing punctuation . . + « + o « « . ( ) () {( )
B. Being able to use proper punctuation in
written work outside English class . + o v o o o o » { ) ( ) ()
C., Using common sense instead of punctuation rules. . .. ( ) () ()
9. In high school English is proper use of the dictionary emphasized ( ) too mmuch, { ) enough, { ) not enough?

10, In using the dictionary yroperly, how important is each of the following?

A, Being able to find word meanings « v v « v o o o+ o » ( )
B. Syllabication (dividing word into syllables) . .. .. ( )
C. Recognizing diacritical markings « « « o o « o« o o o o ( )
D. Knowing what abbreviations stand for (obs, collog. eic) ( )

Lo T W W N
N st s “srP®
P Y an Yo ¥ an ¥

11, In high school English is proper use of library euphasized ( 7 too much, ( ) enough, ( ) not enough?

12. 1In using the librery properly, how important is each of the following?

A. Understanding the Dewey Decimsl system . . ., . . . .. ( ) () ( 5
B. Understanding the card catalogue o« o o o « ¢ ¢ « o o« o [ ) ( ) ( )
C. Knowing how to lock up material in encyclopedias and
other references . « o « o o o » o o ¢« o« s o o o s « () ( ) ( )
13. In high school English is learning to compile a bibliography emphasized ( ) too much, { ) enough,
() not enough?
14, 1In compiling a bibliography, how important is each of the following?
A, Knowing correct formto uUse .+ « o o o o ¢ o o o o oo { ) () ( )
B, Neatness and accuracy .« « + o « o o o o o o o o o o o o () () ( )

15. In high school English is the learning of pofee and good manmers emphusized () too mch, ( ) enough,
( ) not enough?

-OS-
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16.

17.
18.

19.

20,

21,

In the learning of poise and good manners, how important is each of the

o Qe

In

In

How important is each of the following forms of written

A,

Being able to introduce people propsrly . .

R4

Importsnl

. * ] L) [ L4 -

Being able to answer the telephone properly . . .
Being able tO COHV”"SG lnte‘""muﬂ[' l.y s » . * @ L] L] e & B

Being able to make a date properly o o « « « + &

high school English, are audio-visual aids emphesized (

Vaiy

(
.
(
(

) too much,

following?
0f Little
Important Importance
§) g)
(; (;
() ()

() encvgh, ( ) not enouvgh?

the various audio-visual aids, how important is each of the following?

Fi 1ms L) - L ] * L] . »

Radio programs

Maps, charts, and gragphs

high school English is written expressiorn emphasized (

L] L] , L] . LJ * L3

Themes
1. Original stories .
2. Descriptive themes
3. Original poems . .
4, Written reports .,
Term papers . . . « .
Business letters . , .
Friendly letters . .
School paper . . . . .
Scrapbooks . . . & . .

. L} . L L - »

written papers, how important is

Creative ideas expressed
Organization of material (outline)

Correct grammatical usage . .
Correct punctuation

Correct spelling

Form used (in cese of term paper)
Research (in case of tern

Style of writing

. e L]

* @ L]

each of the following?

L] €

parer)

. L] - . O

.

oooooooooo

S~ T S~~~

[ e

} too much, ¢

expression?

Trise o Sl s st st ® s o e Nmit?

I I T W O L W g

-
N S A

Y enough, ( ) not enough?

()
(2
()
()
()
()
()
()
()
()
()
()
()
()
()
()
()

— ——

N — — T~ — p—, p— o—

N i —y oy,

Nt el sl Ml sl et el gtV et S St s

Vet Nt s gl S o Vet e or®
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21. In written papers, how important is each of the following? (continued)

Yery
Important Important

I. letter writing

l' Accuracy. L] L] L] - - - - * ® & » & u & & 9 [ ] - [ L] -
2. Neatness. . v « 4 ¢ ¢« o ¢ o« v o« & . e s e e e s

3, CourtesYe « o o o o ¢ & o o o o ¢ ¢« o ¢ ¢ o o o o »
Paragraphing . .« « ¢« o ¢ o o o o 4 v v o « « o+
Parts of a letter . & & &« o ¢« v v v ¢ 0 4 ¢ o ¢ o &
. Conversationality (friendly tone of letter) . . . .

S T —
e et e Nt N
e e e N e T}
NPT SN R e

o s

3

Of little
Importance

T, — o —

22, In high school English, is oral expression eumrhasized { ) too much, { ) enough, ( ) not enough?

23. How important is each of the followirg forms of oral expression?

Extemporareous (little preparation, no notes) . . . . , .
Inpromptu (no preparation) . v v v v 4 v v v v o 0 o o o

Reports (with notes) .« « v o ¢ o o o v o ¢ o ¢« o o o &
Tape recordings . 4+ o ¢ o o ¢ o o o 4 o s s @ & o o s
. Dramatics (5chool £1ays) « & v ¢ v 4 o c o b o s 0 0. .

LI » .
SN P S ——
et M NP Ny

HMoam>
e Van Yo W
N P

24, 1In oral reports, how important is each of the following?

A, Freparation ., . v v . ¢ 4 e b e 0 b e e e e e e e W) ()

B, ADLEATANCE o ¢ o o = o o o o o o o o o o o o s + « o o ) ( )

C. Style of AeliVErY v v v ¢ ¢ o o o o o o o o o s a0 oo o( ) ( )

De POISE 4« 4 v o o o o o o o « 38 28 o o o voene.-:esl) ()

E. Proper use of notes . o « « o o o o o o « o o o o o o o o0 ) ( )

F.Memoriza‘tion.:............-.......() ()
25, In high school English is the study of literature emphesized ( ) too much, ( ) enough, (

P W iy i

S Ty, A— P r——

) not enough?

St Sy St et Sget

vt vt St St ‘s

Tt et Sret? g gt v P

_35_
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26, In the study of literature, how important is each of the following?

Very Of Little
Important Important Importance
A, Stories in literature text . . . . . . ¢ ... () () ( )
B. Book and stories selected by student from other sources ( ) () ()
C. Classical literature
1. Shakespeare's Plays « « o o o s o o o « o o o o o () () ()
2. MiltOn's POEME « ¢ ¢ o o o o ¢ o o o o s o o o o () () { )
3. Chaucer's POELTY & ¢ o « o o o ¢ o o o o o o o o () () ()
4. Emet‘son'sessays o o # ¢ & & # & s € ¢ ® * ° ¢ » () () ()
S. Whitman's poetry . « o o« v o ¢« ¢ « ¢ 0 o o o 0 o () () ()
6., Poe's stories Bnd poems « v « o « o o s o o 0 o o () () ()
7.Scott'snovels.........-..-....() () ()
D. Stories by well known modern authors (Lewis, Hemingway) ( ) () ()
27. 1In high school English, are book reports emphasized ( ) toc much, { ) enough, { ) not enough?
28, 1In doing book reports, now important is each of the following?
Very Of Little
Important Important Importance
A. Written reviews by students . . ¢ ¢ ¢« ¢ o ¢ & ¢ o o o { ) () ( )
B. Oral reports . « o ¢ o o o ¢ o o o s o o o + s 2 s o &« () ( ) ()
C. Dramatic enactments of portions of story in class . . . ( ) () ()
29. In high school English is the teaching of reading emphasized ( ) too much, ( ) enough ( ) not enough?
30, 1In being able to read yroperly, how important is each of the following?
A, Knowing how to think . . + ¢ 4o v o o s o v o o 0 o« () ( ) ()
B. Knowing what a topic sentence is . . 4 v . s 0 o o o o ( ) ( ) ()
C. Xnowing how to outline what has been read . . . . . . . ( ) () ( )
D. Understanding what has been read . . . o o » o o o o o ( ) () ( )
E. Remembering what has been read . + v o o v o+ o o o o ( ) () ()
F. Remedial reading for speciml students (helping poor

readers improve their ability to read) () () ()
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