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INTRODUCTION

In the days s ince 1964, The U n iv e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  

a t  Berke ley ,  Northwestern U n i v e r s i t y ,  Columbia U n i v e r s i t y ,  and 

many o th e r  lesser  known i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h igher  lea rn ing  in The 

United States  have been fo r  short  periods o f  time shut down by 

student r a d ic a ls .  The names o f  Mario Savio ,  C lark  K err ,  

Summerskil l ,  and Mark Rudd have become f a m i l i a r  to a l l  persons 

in academic l i f e  and to  many persons in the so c ie ty  less d i r e c t l y  

involved in  the consequences o f  these e f fe r v e s c e n t  events .  I t  

is my b e l i e f  th a t  as student ra d ic a l is m  and ra d ic a ls  moved out  

o f  the co f fe e  houses and in to  the s t r e e t s ,  they not only became 

important subjects  o f  s o c io lo g ic a l  in q u i r y ,  bu t ,  indeed, in 

terms o f  the immediacy o f  the c r is e s  c re a te d ,  demanded study.  

Th e re fo re ,  th is  is a thes is  about student r a d ic a ls .  More 

s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i t  is a case study o f  two ra d ic a l  student groups,  

one le f t - w i n g  and one r ig h t - w in g ,  on the campus o f  a large  

u n iv e r s i t y  on the American West coast .

In Chapter 1, I a t tem pt to p lace student ra d ic a ls  in 

to a r e l a t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  spectrum by o p e r a t i o n a l l y  d e f in in g  the  

“mainstream" o f  American p o l i t i c s .  Though th is  process is s t a t i c ,  

i t  does permit  a view o f  p o l i t i c a l  space fo r  the spring o f  I 9 6 7 . 

This chapter  f u r t h e r  contains an in d ic a t io n  o f  the amount o f

1
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2

un der ly ing  support student ra d ic a ls  have on the campus o f  the  

West coast u n i v e r s i t y .

Chapter 2 Is a d iscussion o f  r ig h t -w in g  and l e f t -  

wing student ra d ic a ls  in t r a n s i t i o n  over the l a s t  four  years .

The groups on the West coast are the primary cen te r  o f  a t t e n t i o n ,  

but they are a ls o  compared w i th  two very s i m i l a r  groups in the  

Southwest which I s tud ied  in 1964. Though the c o m p a ra b i l i ty  o f  

the data Is complicated by the s h i f t  in l o c a le ,  the f in d in gs  

present a ra th e r  in fo rm a t iv e  p ic t u r e  o f  the changing face o f  

student ra d ic a l is m .  Here ,  a re  presented the concepts t r a n s 

c u l t u r a t i o n  and contra-system  as a step beyond marginal  s ta tus  

and a l ie n a t îo n .

The f i n a l  chapter  is an at tempt to br ing  together  

some o f  the germane f in d in g s  presented in the f i r s t  two chapters  

in o rder  to develop a theory o f  contra -sys tem s. This d iscussion  

i s ,  to  be sure ,  t e n t a t i v e  and s p e c u la t iv e  and a t  po ints  reachs 

f a r  beyond the data ga thered .  However, I have t r i e d  to work 

w ith  a number o f  concepts and Ideas which, though I am ra th e r  

h e s i ta n t  to  present them a t  t h is  p o in t ,  need to  be exp lored .

F i n a l l y ,  the methodology is v a r ie d  and is exp la ined  

in each phase o f  data p re s e n ta t io n  ra th e r  than in one large  and 

complicated chapter .  B a s i c a l l y ,  Chapter 1 depends upon a random 

sample o f  a l l  students a t  the u n i v e r s i t y  on the West coast .  

Chapter 2 rests upon se m i-s t ru c tu re d  in te rv iew s  w i th  ra d ic a ls  

in the Southwest and on the West coast .  Chapter 3 is p r i m a r i l y
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3

a t h e o r e t ic a l  d iscuss ion ,  somewhat o f  the armchair  v a r i e t y .  A l l

formal research instruments appear in the appendix along w i th  an

e x p la n a t io n .

In terms o f  acknowledgements, o f  course,  the  

g r e a te s t  debt is owed to  the r a d i c a l s ,  l e f t  and r i g h t ,  who took 

time to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in ra th e r  long in te rv ie w  sessions. Beyond 

these ,  I owe a tremendous debt to Professor Gideon Sjoberg who 

s t a r t e d  me on th is  p r o je c t  in 1964 and to Professor  Gordon

Browder who helped expand i t  and a lso  who provided the l i b e r a l

atmosphere wherein I could come t h is  f a r  toward completion.
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CHAPTER 1

In the spring o f  1967, Westcoast U n iv e r s i t y '  r e g is 

te red  s l i g h t l y  more than 24 ,000  undergraduate and graduate students,  

Being a res iden t  u n i v e r s i t y  in one o f  our n a t io n 's  la rg e s t  urban 

area s ,  Westcoast o f f e r s  i t s  students almost any conceivable area o f  

study and e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t y .  As s ta te d  by i t s  in form at ion  

s e r v ic e ,  Westcoast is :

a complex o f  teaching and research f a c i l i t i e s  engaged 
in in q u iry  in to  n e ar ly  every area o f  man's endeavor.  
The s i t e  o f  the in q u iry  ranges w id e ly :  from the po la r
ice cap to  a P a c i f i c  a t o l l ;  from the cy c lo t ro n  on 
lower campus to a medieval l i t e r a t u r e  s e m i n a r . . . .

whose lo c a t io n  In a m e tro p o l i ta n  cen te r :

o f f e r s  a la rge  r e s e r v o i r , o f  p ro fess iona l  t a l e n t  fo r  
demonstrations o f  d ay - to -d ay  p r in c ip le s  in such f i e l d s  
as law, e n g in e e r in g ,  and medic ine.  I t  a lso  provides  
the m u l t i p l e  advantages o f  an urban e n v i ronment-- the  
same environment in which, in an age o f  increasing  
u r b a n iz a t io n ,  the m a jo r i t y  o f  today 's  students w i l l  
spend t h e i r  l iv e s  a f t e r  g rad uat ion .

In s h o r t ,  Westcoast U n iv e r s i t y  is probably not very d i f f e r e n t  from any 

o th e r  la rge  res ident  u n i v e r s i t y  in any o th e r  la rge  urban c e n te r .  I t  

was f o r  th is  reason, p r i m a r i l y ,  th a t  i t  was chosen f o r  study.

a t  B e rk e le y . )
' A pseudonym. (This  is not the U n iv e r s i ty  of  C a l i f o r n i a
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5

The quest ion th a t  I wanted to answer regarding Westcoast 's  

t o t a l  student popu la t ion  was: how does the student body perce ive

the n a t io n a l  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c tu r e  and where do the students p lace them

selves in t h is  perceived s t r u c t u r e .  To determine t h i s ,  f i v e  groups 

were se lec ted  from the mass o f  o rg a n iz a t io n s  on campus:

(1) Students f o r  a Democratic Socie ty  (SOS)— a 
New L e f t  o rg a n iz a t io n

(2) Young Republicans (YR)— student a f f i l i a t e  
o f  the Republican Party

(3) Young Democrats (YD)— student a f f i l i a t e  o f  
the D e m o c r a t P a r t y

(4) New Conservatives Club (NCC)--a New Right  
o r g a n iz a t io n  which had been a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  
Young Americans f o r  Freedom

(5) U n iv e r s i ty  D i s t r i c t  Movement (UDM)--the  
p o l i t i c a l  arm o f  the h ippies  a t  and around 
the U n iv e r s i t y .

These groups were se lec te d  over o thers  because they: (1) were

reasonably wel l  known on campus, (Z) represented a na t iona l  

p o l i t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  and (3) seemed to f a l l  in to  a t r a d i t i o n a l  

p o l i t i c a l  spectrum viewed from le f t - w i n g  to r ig h t -w in g  (UDM, SDS,

YD, YR, NCC).

A q u es t io n n a i re  was designed which requested respondents 

to do two th ings:  (1) rank these f i v e  groups on the basis o f

d is tan ce  from the "mainstream" o f  American p o l i t i c s  and (2) rank 

the same f i v e  groups on the basis o f  d is tance  from the respondent's  

own personal ideology. This q u e s t io n n a i re  was sent to a systematic  

random sample o f  257 students ob ta ined  by drawing every 94th name 

from the Student D i re c to ry  L i s t i n g , Spring Q u a r t e r , 1367 , which is 

the  r e g i s t r a r ' s  o f f i c i a l  a lp h a b e t ic a l  l i s t i n g  o f  a l l  students
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2
a t  Westcoast. The q u e s t io n n a i re  was mailed w i th  a cover l e t t e r  and 

a stamped re tu rn  envelope in May, 19&7. Of the 257 s e n t ,  149 (57-98%) 

were returned o f  which 18 were incomplete in some regard and were not 

used in a n a ly s is .  This  l e f t  131 (50.97%) w ith  which to work.

Two l i m i t a t i o n s  to th is  procedure must be discussed at  

th is  p o in t  and kept in mind throughout the subsequent p re s en ta t io n  

o f  the da ta .  F i r s t ,  the q u e s t io n n a i re  is h ig h ly  s t ru c tu re d ;  th a t  i s ,  

i t  presents a forced choice s i t u a t i o n .  In the incept ion  o f  the study  

I contemplated using an " o th e r"  or  res idua l  ca teg ory ,  but decided not  

to  do so because: (1)  I f e l t  th a t  the groups on the q u e s t io n n a ire

represented a f a i r l y  broad p o l i t i c a l  spectrum which would a l low  most 

respondents a choice between meaningful a l t e r n a t i v e s  and (2) the 

groups se lec ted  possessed in f lu e n c e  and some power and my purpose 

was to rank such groups r e l a t i v e  to each o t h e r .  To have included a 

res idua l  category would have most l i k e l y  defeated my attempt to  

o p e r a t io n a l i z e  the concepts " i n "  and "o u t"  in any way th a t  had meaning 

in r e l a t i o n  to the n a t io n a l  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e . Second, nothing may 

be sa id  about those in the sample th a t  did not r e s p o n d .  ̂ Specula t ion

^Since th is  l i s t  was not numbered and was a v a i l a b l e  fo r  
only a few hours,  a t ru e  random sample was not p r a c t i c a l .  Given the  
nature o f  the sample and, p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  o f  the p r o j e c t ,  th is  
methodological s h o r t -c u t  is probably  not a major problem. See Hubert  
M. B la lo c k ,  Social  S t a t i s t i c s  (New York,  McGraw H i l l  Book Company, 
I n c . ,  I 9 6 0 ) ,  pp. 397-399.

^Inasmuch as some people fe e l  in t im id a te d  by quest ionr  
n a i r e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  q ues t ionna ires  dea l in g  w i th  p o l i t i c s ,  I f e l t  i t  
necessary to  guarantee respondent anonymity.  T h is ,  o f  course, p r e 
cluded fo l lo w -u p  q ues t ionna ires  and in te rv ie w s  fo r  non-respondents.
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regard ing them is a somewhat i d l e  e x e r c is e ,  but i t  does seem l i k e l y  

th a t  they a re  more a p a t h e t ic  regarding p o l i t i c s  than the people who 

answered the q u e s t io n n a i re .  I w i l l  analyze  the data as i f  they  

r e f l e c t  the opinions o f  the student body, but i t  should be kept in 

mind th a t  i t  might be more accura te  to say th a t  the data r e f l e c t  the  

opinions o f  those who have a d e f i n i t e  i n t e r e s t  in the p o l i t i c a l  

arena. What is in t e r e s t in g  to consider  is th a t  those specta tors  

to  t h is  research may w e l l  be specta tors  to the p o l i t i c a l  process,  

some o f  whom probably m o b i l i z e  around issues depending upon the  

p a r t i c u l a r  circumstances involved.  At any r a t e ,  the data probably  

contains a “ p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t "  b ia s .^

Table 1 contains the frequency and percentage in form at ion  

f o r  the 131 respondents ranking the groups in r e l a t i o n  to the 

“mainstream" o f  American p o l i t i c s  For the e n t i r e t y  o f  the “main

stream" rankings,  the c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  no m ina l -o rd in a l  a s s o c ia t io n  

(0)  Is . 5812.5  This  represents a f a i r l y  high degree o f  as s o c ia t io n  

between the d i s t r i b u t i o n s ,  but because the sampling d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  

0 is unknown i t  is impossible to  t e s t  fo r  s ig n i f i c a n c e .  However,

I t  might be argued th a t  respondents who i d e n t i f i e d  
w ith  "o u t"  groups on the  personal leve l  are  d i s p r o p o r t io n a te ly  
represented in the data due to what might seem to be t h e i r  g r e a te r  
i n t e r e s t  in p o l i t i c s .  I f  th is  were t r u e ,  i t  might a lso  be argued th a t  
they would respond more q u ic k ly .  The pro p or t io n  o f  persons p lac ing  
SDS, UDM, or  NCC f i r s t  in r e l a t i o n  to  personal ideology in each 25% 
o f  the q u es t ion na ires  d iv id e d  on the basis  o f  date o f  r e c e ip t  ( e a r ly  
to  l a t e ) :  .3 9 ,  *33 ,  30, .3 1 .  Z= .676 ( .3 9  to .31 d i f f e r e n c e )
which is not s i g n i f i c a n t  at  .01 o r  05.

^Linton C. Freeman, Elementary Appl ied S t a t i s t i c s  For 
Students in Behavioral Science (New York,  John Wiley  & Sons, I n c . ,  
1965) , Chapter 10.
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Table I

Perception o f  the "Mainstream"

G
R
0

Distance from the "Mainstream"
near fa r

T
0
T

U
P
S

1 1 1 1 1 1 IV V
A
L
S

SDS
, 10 

7.63%

7

5.34%

29

22.14%

39

29.77%

46 

35.11%

131

YR
37

28.24%

79

60.31%

7

5.34%

3

2.29%

5

3.82%

131

YD
79

60.31%

34

25.95%

11 

8.40%

6

4.58%

1

.76%

131

NCC
1

.76%

6

4.58%

55

41.98%

50

38.17%

19

14.50%

131

UDM
4

3.05%

5

3.82%

29

22.14%

33 

25.19%

60

45.80%

131

T o t . 99.99% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 99.99%

e= .5812

8
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the c a lc u la t io n s  fo r  9 and Z der ived  from the Mann-Whitney t e s t  

f o r  s ig n i f i c a n c e  between a l l  poss ib le  combinations o f  groups are  

i n s t r u c t i  v e : ^

Calcul at  ions f o r  Table  1

Pa i r e Z S i g n i f i c a n t

SDS-UDM .1237 1.823
SDS-NCC .1672 2.450
YR-YD .2713 4.160 *
NCC-UDM .3033 4.455 *
YR-SDS .7424 10.689 Vf

YD-SDS .8017 1 1.554 Vf

YR-NCC .8316 11.998 Vf

YR-UDM .8344 12.024 Vf

YD-NCC .8603 12.404 ic

YD-UDM .8758 12.603 *

An examination o f  Table I and i t s  c a lc u la t io n s  permits a ranking o f  

the f i v e  groups in to  fo u r  le v e ls  th a t  are s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  in 

terms o f  frequency o f  choice.  From “ in" to “out"  they rank: (1)  YD,

(2) YR, (3)  NCC, and (4) SDS-UDM. This ranking is p e r fe c t  w i th  the  

except ion  th a t  the d i f f e r e n c e  between NCC and SDS is not s i g n i f i c a n t .  

What may be said a t  th is  po in t  is th a t  what would seem to be 

i n t u i t i v e l y  t rue  i s ,  in f a c t ,  t ru e :  the Young Democrats and Young

Republicans hold a more o r  less “ in"  p o s i t io n  and the Students fo r  

a Democratic S o c ie ty ,  New Conservatives Club, and U n iv e r s i ty  D i s t r i c t  

Movement hold a more o r  less “ out"  p o s i t io n .  These f ind ings  only  

become \mportant when compared wi th the “ personal i deology" ranki ngs.

6 | b i d . . pp. 187-198.
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Table I I  contains the frequency and percentage in fo rm at ion  

f o r  the respondents regarding personal id e o lo g ic a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .  The 

c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  nom ina l -o rd in a l  a s s o c ia t io n  f o r  Table  I I  is .3311 

which r e f l e c t s  a g r e a te r  randomness in the "personal ideology"  

rankings than in the "mainstream" rank ings ,  although fo r  the reason 

a lready  s ta te d  i t  is impossible to know whether or  not th is  observed 

d i f f e r e n c e  is s i g n i f i c a n t .  However, i t  is again in s t r u c t i v e  to  

compare each poss ib le  combination as done fo r  Table  I:

C a lc u la t io n s  fo r  Table I I

Pa i r 0 z Signi f i c a n t

YR-YD .0199 .291
SDS-UDM .0388 .559
NCC-UDM .0480 .693
SDS-NCC .0837 1.207
YR-SDS .4610 6 .597 *
YD-SDS .4707 6.734 *
YR-UDM .5250 7.245 *
YD-UDM .5285 7.510 A

YR-NCC .5539 7.921 A

YD-NCC .5814 8 .308 A

Table  I I  and i ts  c a lc u la t io n s  demonstrate th a t  regarding "personal  

ideology" th ere  a re  only two s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e ls .  YD and 

YR occupy the f i r s t  p o s i t io n  and NCC, SDS, and UDM occupy the second, 

This is a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  the f a c t  th a t  these l a t t e r  th ree  groups 

possess over  a t h i r d  o f  the f i r s t  p lace choices and close to  kO% o f  

the second place choices.

Given these r a th e r  s u r p r i z i n g l y  la rge  percentages o f  

people who i d e n t i f y  w i th  an "o u t"  group, i t  is c r u c ia l  a t  th is  po in t  

to  ask whether or  not those people who view one o f  the "out"  groups
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Table  I I

“ Personal Ideology" O r ie n ta t io n s

G
R
0

Distance from “ Personal
near

1 deology' 1
f a r

T
0
T

U
P
s

1 I 1 1 1 1 IV V
A
L
S

SDS
17

12.98%

22

16.79%

23

17.56%

29

22.14%

40

30. 53%

131

YR
48

36.64%

37

28.24%

17

12.98%

26

19. 85%

3

2 . 29%

131

YD
39

29.77%

44

33.59%

32

24.43%

12

9 . 16%

4

3 . 05%

131

NCC
13

9.92%

11 

8.40%

29

22.14%

36

27.48%

42

32 . 06%

131

UDM
14

10.69%

17

12.98%

30

22.90%

28

2 1 . 37%

42

32 . 06%

131

T o t . 100.00% 100.00% 100.01% 100.00% 9 9 . 99%

6= .3311

11
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as c lo s e s t  to  t h e i r  personal p o l i t i c a l  philosophy perce ive  th a t  

group's p o s i t io n  in the "mainstream" as everyone e ls e  in the sample 

does. Table  I I I  (1 -5 )  contains t h is  in fo rm a t io n .  The d i f fe re n c e s  

in ranking are  not s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  any group save NCC whose i d e n t i f i e r s  

see i t  as being somewhat c lo s e r  to the "mainstream" than i t ,  in t r u t h ,  

i s .  With th is  one e x ce p t io n ,  i t  may be argued th a t  a f i r s t  p lace  

choice on the "personal ideology" ranking does not in f lue nce  the  

"mainstream" ranking o f  the group involved.  Or put in o th e r  terms,  

those people who i d e n t i f y  w i th  an "out"  or  " i n "  group know what the 

"mainstream" p o s i t io n  o f  th a t  group is .  ( I t  is in t e r e s t in g  th a t  even 

NCC's modal frequency is 6 which is a t  the t h i r d  l e v e l — th a t  group's  

p o s i t io n  in the t o t a l  "mainstream" rank ings . )

I t  seems to  me t h a t  to the e x te n t  th a t  these re s u l ts  are  

v a l i d  they are  important f o r  i n t e r p r e t in g  the cu rre n t  scene o f  student  

p o l i t i c s  as they r e l a t e  to  n a t io n a l  p o l i t i c s .  C e r t a i n ly  they shed 

some doubt upon th e o r ie s  concerning the "end o f  ideology" and the  

increas ing homogeneity (o th e r -d i re c te d n e s s ? )  o f  today 's  youth. I t  

would be very d i f f i c u l t ,  indeed, to argue th a t  these f ind ings  r e f l e c t  

any seminal o f  the s o -c a l le d  mass—so c ie ty  s o c ie ty .  The students a t  

Westcoast are  d iv ided  and a la rg e  p o r t io n  o f  them are pe rs ona l ly  

i dent i f  led w ith  o rg a n iz a t io n s  th a t  they recognize as outs i de the  

" mainstream" of  American p o l i t i c s , i . e . , NCC, SDS, and UDM. This may 

mean th a t  student movements o f  an "extreme" nature  are  not the 

products o f  ou ts ide  a g i t a t i o n  or  the noise o f  a very few discontents  

among the student body, but are  simply the products o f  the s t r u c t u r a l
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Tab l e  M l

E f f e c t  o f  a F i r s t  P la c e  Rank on P e r s o n a l  
I d e o lo g y  Upon t h e  P e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h a t  

Group  on t h e  M a in s t r e a m  Compared 
w i t h  t h e  Combined R a n k in g  o f  

A l I  O t h e r s .

G
R
0

D is ta n c e from  M a in s tream
f a r

t
0
T

U
P
S

1 1 1 1 I I IV V
A
L
S

YR
YD
NCC
UDM

8

7.02%

6

5.26%

25

21.93%

31

27.19%

44

38.60%

114

SOS
2 1 4 8 2 17

11.76% 5.88% 23.53% 47.06% 11.76%

(1 ) P e rc e p t io n s  o f  SDS: Z= 1 .6 0 0  which is  not s i g n . î t  .01

G
R
0

01 s tance from M a ins tream
fa  r

I
0
T

U
P
S

1 11 1 1 1 IV V
A
L
S

SOS
YD
NCC
UDM

21

25-30%

50

60.24%

6

7.23%

2

2.41%

4

4.82%

83

YR
16 29 1 1 1 48

33.33% 60.42% 2.08% 2.08% 2.08%

(Z )  P e r c e p t i o n s  o f  YR; ID wh ich  is  not s ig n ,  a t .01 (4 ) P e rc e p t io n s  o f  NCC Z=

G T
R D is ta n c e from M a in s tream 0
0 n e a r f a r T
U A
P 1 11 1 1 1 IV V L
S S

SOS 3 4 23 31 56 117
YR
YO
NCC 2.56% 3-42% 19.66% 26.50% 47.86%

1 1 6 2 4 14
UOM

7. 14% 7.14% 42.86% 14.29% 28.57%

(5 ) P e rc e p t io n s  o f  UDM: Z= 2 .0 2 5 wh ich  is n ot s ig n .  a t  .0

G
R
0 n e a r

D i s t a n c e  f r o m  M a in s t re a m
f a r

T
0
T

U
P
S

1 1 1 111 IV V
A
L
s

SDS
YR
NCC
UDM

SO

54.35%

26

28.26%

10

10.87%

5

5.43%

1

1.09%

92

YD
29 8 1 1 0 39

74.36% 20.51% 2.56% 2.56% 0.00%

(3) P e r c e p t i o n s  o f  YO: Z= 2 .2 8 0 w h ic h  is  n o t  s i g n ,  a t  .01

G
R
0

D is t a n c e  f r o m  M a in s t re a m
f a r

T
0
T

U
P
S

1 1 1 1 1 1 IV , V
A
L
S

SDS
YR
YD
UDM

0

0.00%

3

2.54%

49

41.53%

47

39.83%

19 

16.10%

l i e

NCC
1 3 6 3 0 13

7.69% 23.08% 46.15% 23.08% 0.00%

Z -  3 .0 6 7  which is  s ig n ,  a t  .01
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context  w i t h i n  which a c t i v i s t s  work. In o th e r  words, members o f  

"extreme'* groups, a t  ie a s t  a t  Westcoast,  are  p lay ing  to an audience  

t h a t  is not n e c e s s a r i ly  h o s t i l e  and one which c e r t a i n l y  is not 

u n i f i e d  in a t t i t u d e .  Many o f  those students standing in the wings 

are  not being convinced and from t h e i r  p o in t  o f  v iew, the ac tors  

are not breaking the normative o rd e r ,  but are r e f l e c t i n g  a la rge  

po rt io n  o f  i t .  The next quest ion Is :  how w i l l  they act and under

what circumstances w i l l  they act? U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  th is  research was 

not geared to t h is  ques t ion ,  but I suggest th a t  recent events a t  

many o f  our la rge  u n i v e r s i t i e s  h in t  a t  the answer.
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CHAPTER 2

Having placed c e r t a i n  outgroups In to  a p o l i t i c a l  spectrum,

I t  Is now In t e r e s t in g  to examine In d e t a i l  some o f  the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s

o f  these groups. B a s i c a l l y ,  s ince those f a l l  days o f  1964 when the

Berkeley student r e v o l t  rocked the na t io n ,^  I have been engaged In

j u s t  t h is  task o f  t r y in g  to  understand r i g h t -  and le f t - w i n g  students

from a s o c io lo g ic a l  p e rs p e c t iv e .  In 1964, I began a case study which

ended In 1966 o f  two campus groups a t  a la rge  Southwestern u n iv e r s i t y

(20 ,000+ s tu d e n ts ) :  Young Americans f o r  Freedom (YAP) and Students

fo r  a Democratic Society  (SDS) which have been labeled "new r i g h t "  and
2

"new l e f t " ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly .  More r e c e n t ly .  In the spring o f  1967, I 

returned to  the f i e l d  to  study two very s i m i l a r  groups at  the large  

res ident  Westcoast U n iv e r s i t y .  These groups were: New Conservatives

Club (NCC), which had been a chapter  o f  YAF, and Students fo r  a 

Democratic Soc ie ty .

B a s ic a l l y ,  the discussion which fo l lows is a report  o f  

t h is  second study, a lthough some background m a te r ia l  Is drawn from the  

e a r l i e r  one. The methodology o f  the two studies  was very s i m i l a r .

^James Cass, "What Happened a t  B e rk e le y ,"  Saturday Review 
(Jan. 16, 1965) ,  pp. 47 -4 8 ,  66- 6 9 .

^R. K e l ly  Hancock, The Dynamics o f  "E x t rem is t"  Groups, a 
paper presented a t  the Annual Meeting o f  the Rocky Mountain Social  
Science A ss o c ia t io n ,  A p r i l ,  1967, Colorado Spr ings,  Colorado.

15
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In both cases I In te rv iew ed persons in the groups who were con

s idered  h ig h ly  a c t iv e  by the leaders o f  the resp ec t ive  o rg a n iz a t io n s .  

This amounted to  a mere 8 SDS members and 12 YAF members in the f i r s t  

study and 7 SDS and 13 NCC members in the second. The t o t a l  member

ship o f  each group ranged from 60 to 125 as est imated by the respon

dents.  None o f  the groups kept anything approaching a formal ro s te r  

o f  members--beyond these a c t i v i s t s ,  "member" meant anyone who happened 

to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in a p a r t i c u l a r  event .  This unstructured atmosphere 

precluded any s o r t  o f  sampling f o r  two reasons, one obvious, the o ther  

i n t e r e s t in g :  (1) to sample one must have some vague idea o f  the pa

rameter o f  the universe involved and (2) quest ion ing members regard

ing names and addresses o f  o th e r  persons involved in the movements 

ra ises  the spectre  o f  law enforcement in v e s t ig a t io n  and, hence, dam

ages rapport  and could undermine an e n t i r e  p r o j e c t .  This is p a r t i c 

u l a r l y  t ru e  o f  l e f t - w i n g  s tudents .  In s h o r t ,  one takes what one can 

get under the circumstances in an atmosphere o f  suspicion o f  s t ra n g e rs ,  

s o c io lo g ic a l  or  o th e rw is e .^

However, in te rv iew s  from these persons are  important fo r  

a t  le a s t  two reasons: (1) these members o f te n  shape the local  nature

o f  the movement to which they belong and add d is p r o p o r t io n a te ly  to the 

n a t io n a l  movement o f  which they are a t  le a s t  somewhat re p re s e n ta t iv e  

and (2) these persons are probably more s e n s i t i v e  to s h i f t s  in the 

n a t io n a l  and in t e r n a t io n a l  arena than are  many o f  the others who are

In the beginning o f  the f i r s t  study I t r i e d  to contact  
members i n d i v i d u a l l y .  A f t e r  one in t e r v ie w ,  there  was a rumor th a t  
"someone" was in v e s t ig a t in g  the " e x t r e m is t "  groups.
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not so a c t i v e .  This should not be taken as a denia l  o f  the importance 

o f  " fo l lo w ers ' *  to any movement, but simply to  mean th a t  fo r  my 

research purposes the a c t i v i s t s  were the ones who could supply the 

kinds o f  in form at ion  needed.

For both s tudies  th is  in form at ion  may be more or less 

div ided  in to  two t h e o r e t ic a l  dimensions w i th  th ree  areas o f  i n t e r e s t .

I was concerned w i th  the personal and the id e o lo g ic a l  dimensions o f  

these members and more s p e c i f i c a l l y  regarding t h e i r  group in v o lv e 

ment in terms o f  i n i t i a l  involvement and commitment, ideo lo g ica l  

o r i e n t a t i o n  and commitment, and fu tu r e  o r i e n t a t i o n .  In the second 

study I was a lso  in te re s te d  in a few s o c io -p e r s o n a l i t y  c h a r a c t e r 

i s t i c s  o f  the members and, hence, included some scales in th a t  study  

which were to a id  me in i n t e r p r e t in g  some o f  the i n t u i t i v e  con

c lusions drawn from the Southwestern study.

From the Southwest

Out o f  th is  e a r l y  s tudy ,  I was ab le  to  draw a number of  

t e n t a t i v e  general statements which more or  less took the form o f  

broad hypotheses in the Westcoast study.  These hypotheses are not 

s ta te d  w e l l  enough to  be t e s t a b l e ,  but are simply designed to g ive  

d i r e c t i o n  to  in qu iry  and, h o p e fu l ly ,  lead to f u r t h e r  re f inement.

On the personal leve l  o f  a n a ly s is ,  the most s t r i k i n g  

f in d in g  concerned the la rge  amount o f  camaraderie between members o f  

SDS and YAF which I in te r p r e te d  as stemming from a number o f  con

d i t i o n s :  (1) a l l  members were students and as such tended to i n t e r 
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act w i th  each o th e r  and have a vested i n t e r e s t  in t h e i r  student ro le  

and (2) a l l  were students whose ideology could be described as o u t 

s ide the "mainstream" o f  American p o l i t i c s  and o f  the general  academic 

community which led them to have a feedback i n t e r e s t  in each o th e r  in 

terms o f  philosophy and a c t io n .  This led them to group to gether  f o r  

both p ro te c t io n  and development and gave r is e  not only  to a f e e l in g  

o f  "know th ine  enemy" but a lso  to a f e e l i n g  o f  " l i k e  th in e  enemy". 

F i n a l l y ,  a l l  respondents came from s i m i l a r  middle c lass f a m i l i e s .

The second important f a c t  was th a t  there  did not seem to be any pres

ence o f  a l i e n a t i o n  among the members —  th a t  i s ,  as a l i e n a t i o n  has been 

defined by Seeman and o p e r a t io n a l i z e d  by Dean, Bonjean and Hayes, and 

o t h e r s . ^

The camaraderie  found on the personal leve l  was s t re n g th 

ened by c e r t a in  id e o lo g ic a l  s i m i l a r i t i e s .  Both groups tended to agree  

th a t  the pr imary p o l i t i c a l  problem fac ing  American s o c ie ty  today was 

"encroaching bureaucracy" and the subsequent loss o f  In d iv id u a l  

freedom. This common concern tended to f o s t e r  a c t io n -c o o p e r a t io n , 

e s p e c ia l l y  in such things as pressure to change p o l i c ie s  and proce

dures o f  the u n iv e r s i t y  a d m in is t r a t io n .  Added to  th is  was the  fa c t  

th a t  both had ra th e r  strong commitments to  ra d ic a l  act ion  in the

^Melvin Seeman, "On the Meaning o f  A l i e n a t i o n , "  American 
S o c io lo g ic a l  Review, 24,  (D ec . ,  1959) ,  pp. 783-791;  Dwight G. Dean, 
" A l ie n a t io n :  I t s  Meaning and Measurement," American Soc io log ica l
Review, 26 ,  (O c t . ,  1961) ,  pp. 753-777;  Charles M. Bonjean and Gary 
G. Vance, Port Lavaca Community Survey: A D es cr ip t ion  and Comparison 
o f  Some C h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  Businessmen, Managers, and Workers, p re 
pared f o r  The In d u s t r ia l  L i f e  Research and Development Center ,  Port  
Lavaca, Texas.
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f u t u r e .  However, î t  was q u i te  c le a r  th a t  the members o f  these two 

groups were very d e f i n i t e l y  s p l i t  over  two issues. H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  YAF 

has a commitment to  de f ine  freedom not on ly  in in d iv id u a l  terms, but  

a lso  in terms o f  p r iv a t e  p ro p e r ty .  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  SDS has a commitment 

to de f ine  freedom in in d iv id u a l  terms, but w i thou t  including any con

cept o f  p r i v a t e  p ro p e r ty .  Though th is  d i f f e r e n c e  is se r io u s ,  s ince i t  

rests upon d i f fe r e n c e s  in ph i los op h ic  assumptions regarding the nature  

of  s o c ie ty ,  the c o n f l i c t  c rea ted  by i t  has become chronic  (non-esca

l a t i n g )  ra th e r  than progress ive  ( e s c a l a t i n g ) .  Much more serious to  

a c t io n -co o p e ra t io n  in the short  run is the s p l i t  between the two 

groups over the fo re ig n  p o l ic y  issue o f  Vietnam. Since th is  is a s i n 

g le  issue about which th ere  is new in form at ion  almost d a i l y ,  i t  is 

h ig h ly  debatable and th is  leads to progressive  c o n f l i c t .  This d i f f e r 

ence was c ru c ia l  enough even in 1964 to show signs o f  breaking a l l  

a s so c ia t io n  between the members, both p e rs o n a l ly  and i d e o l o g i c a l l y ,  

i f  i t  continued.

From the Westcoast

A l l  o f  the students in terv iew ed f i r s t  became a c t i v e l y  

involved in rad ica l  a c t i v i t i e s  e a r l y  in t h e i r  co l leg e  c a re e r ,  though 

most ind ica ted  tha t  they had held a g re a t  deal o f  concern fo r
c

p o l i t i c a l  matters f o r  some time p r e v io u s ly .^  This i n t e r e s t  and

^In both s tudies  women tended to become in te re s te d  in 
p o l i t i c a l  concerns much e a r l i e r  than men— a consistency th a t  is 
d i f f i c u l t  to  e x p la in .  See Hancock, o p . c i t . , pp. 7 -8 .
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development is probably a t  le a s t  p a r t i a l l y  a r e f l e c t i o n  of  the f a c t  

th a t  a l l  o f  the students could be termed middle class from a monetary 

p o in t  o f  view and, indeed, most would be considered upper-middle class  

w ith  t h e i r  est imated fa m i ly  income ranging from $6,000 to $65,000 w ith  

a median o f  $12,000.  In t h is  p a r t i c u l a r  case, more o f  the conserva

t iv e s  came from q u i t e  wea lthy  backgrounds than did SDS members. This  

fa c t  o f  the respondents having middle c lass backgrounds coincides w ith

data from the Southwest and a ls o  w i th  N e w f ie ld 's  ana lys is  of  student
£

ra d ic a ls  in 1966. However, regarding background there  was one 

n o t ic e a b le  change between the f i r s t  and second s tu d ie s .  Most parents  

in the Southwest took a non possumus a t t i t u d e  toward t h e i r  son or  

daughter 's  membership in e i t h e r  SDS or  YAF, though a t t i t u d e s  ranged 

from a c t iv e  encouragement to  o v e r t  h o s t i l i t y .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  on the 

West coast ,  members showed a d i s t i n c t  d i f fe r e n c e  along group l in es  on 

th is  po in t  o f  pa ren ta l  acceptance. Overwhelmingly,  the parents o f  SDS 

members were e i t h e r  somewhat or  q u i t e  h o s t i l e ;  whereas, the parents  

o f  NCC members were, w i th  two ex ce p t io ns ,  a c t i v e l y  encouraging p a r t i 

c ip a t i o n .  Typical  o f  p a re n ta l  responses to SDS membership:

I l e t  them know very l i t t l e  so they w on't  worry .  They 
b e l ie v e  the New L e f t  is asking f o r  t ro u b le  o r ,  perhaps,  
communist In s p i r e d .^

^Jack N e w f ie ld ,  A P rophet ic  M i n o r i t y , (New York, The New 
American L i b r a r y ,  I n c . ,  196?T. Also see D.L. Westby and R.G. Braun- 
g a r t ,  “ Class and P o l i t i c s  in the Family Backgrounds o f  Student 
P o l i t i c a l  A c t i v i s t s , "  American S oc io lo g ic a l  Review, 31, ( O c t . ,  1966) ,
pp. 6 9 0 -6 9 2 .

^ In te rv ie w  Schedule No. 4.
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My f a t h e r  th inks I ‘ m a n e u ro t ic  communist. Mother 
w orr ies  because l ‘ m ra d ic a l  and th a t  i s n ' t  proper  
in America.

Common responses o f  NCC members were " they  r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know what I 

am doing, but would agree" and " they  l i k e  and encourage i t " . ^

Though th is  d i f f e r e n c e  may be only  the r e s u l t  o f  changed 

s i t u a t i o n a l  and geographic f a c t o r s ,  i t  is in te r e s t in g  to specu la te  on 

th is  f in d in g  in r e l a t i o n  to  the changing nature  o f  the "new l e f t "  in 

the period between 1964 and I 9 6 7 . This discussion should be taken as 

extremely t e n t a t i v e  as i t  is based s o le ly  upon my own observat ions  

made during th is  per iod as l i t t l e  formal study has been made o f  the  

recent developments in student ra d ic a l is m .

The y e a r ,  1964, witnessed the passing o f  the f i r s t  major  

c i v i l  r ig h ts  l e g i s l a t i o n  s ince the C i v i l  War e r a .  W ith in  the "new 

l e f t "  which was p r i m a r i l y  o r ie n te d  toward c i v i l  r ig h ts  u n t i l  th a t  

t im e,  th ere  developed what may be termed a c r i t i c a l  cause vacuum. On 

the su r fac e ,  the movement had won a major v ic t o r y  and the workers were 

w ithou t  an issue and a cause and, perhaps, more im p o r ta n t ly ,  they were 

w ithou t  open opposit ion  ( p a r t i a l l y  a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  the despair  tha t  

swept many r ig h t -w in g  students fo l lo w in g  the outcome o f  the 1964 

e l e c t i o n s ) .  During th is  same p e r io d ,  f o r  the nat ion in general and 

the "new l e f t "  in p a r t i c u l a r ,  a new issue was developing— the war in 

Vietnam was tu rn ing  from a l im i t e d  American involvement to a massive

8 in te rv ie w  Schedule No. 7.

^ In te rv ie w  Schedules Nos. 19 and 13, r e s p e c t iv e ly .
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one.and, thus in to  a major p o l i t i c a l  and so c ia l  issue. However, 

there  was a c r u c ia l  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h is  developing issue and the 

old  one which seemed to be a t  le a s t  te m p o ra r i ly  dead. In the o ld  

issue, the Federal Government had more or  less o f f i c i a l l y  supported  

the students which perm it ted  c i v i l  r ig h ts  workers to be apparent  

defenders o f  the Federal system and the ideal o rder  (though among 

some workers there was a g re a t  deal o f  personal h o s t i l i t y  toward the 

Federal Government). (This  is not meant to underplay the amount o f  

c o n f l i c t  w i th  local  power s t ru c tu re s  and local branches o f  the 

Federal Government.) However, regarding th is  new Issue, the govern

ment was both p r a c t i c a l l y  and i d e a l l y ,  f i r m l y  and gr im ly  opposed to  

the "new l e f t " .  This meant th a t  the "new l e f t "  not only  faced 

opposit ion  on the local l e v e l ,  but on the na t iona l  leve l  as w e l l .  Not 

only did th is  e f f e c t  the pragmatic  aspects o f  developing an opposit ion  

to such a large fo rc e ,  but i t  a ls o  e f f e c t e d  the mass media's t reatment  

o f  the "new l e f t " . ^ ®  G e n e ra l ly ,  during the c i v i l  r ig h ts  issue the 

press ,  fo l lo w in g  n a t io na l  p o l i c y ,  had been more or  less approving or  

t o l e r a n t  o f  the idea ls  o f  yo uth fu l  r ig h ts  workers in the South and 

urban North ,  though o f te n  h ig h ly  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e i r  methods. Now the 

media masters in general began to  sense th a t  the movement was becoming 

more "extreme" as i t  m ob i l ized  to h a l t  a war e f f o r t .  Indeed, th is

Related to th is  see Nathan B. Blumberg, "A Study o f  the 
'Orthodox' Press: The Report ing o f  D is s e n t , "  Montana Journalism
Review, 11, (Spr ing ,  1968) ,  pp. 2 - 9 .  On th is  and o th e r  issues below,  
i t  is p r o f i t a b l e  to  consult  SOS l i t e r a t u r e  which may be obtained from 
t h e i r  n a t io n a l  o f f i c e  a t  1608 West Madison, Chicago, I l l i n o i s .
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f e e l i n g  was not fa n ta s y ,  as SOS l i t e r a t u r e  c l e a r l y  c a l l s  during th is  

period  fo r  a s h i f t  from reform to re s is ta n c e .  This was the change in 

the “ new l e f t "  from being a subcu ltu re  to emerging as a t ru e  c o n tra -  

system. I t  seems u n l ik e ly  th a t  th is  new reac t ion  o f  the government 

and the media would have gone unnoticed by the parents of these  

students .  This not only i l l u s t r a t e s  a major s h i f t  in the l e f t ,  but 

a ls o ,  then, helps to e x p la in  why or  how parents could be passive in 

1964 and opposing in 1967. Considering another dimension of  th is  

change, i t  may be th a t  when ra d ic a ls  on the l e f t  are becoming more 

rad ic a l  than b e fo re ,  i t  becomes more respectable  to  be in the “ new 

r ig h t "  ( the  range o f  to le ra nc e  f o r  r ig h t -w in g  behavior  is expanded).  

C e r t a i n ly  i t  seems reasonable th a t  i f  one had a son or  daughter w ith  

an “extreme" i n t e r e s t  in p o l i t i c s ,  one would p r e f e r  rad ica l is m  on the 

r ig h t  to ra d ic a l is m  on the l e f t — though the former may not be sanc

t ioned by the government, a t  le a s t  i t  is not being at tacked and con

demned.

Some o th er  background in formation  about the respondents:  

(1) a l l  o f  both groups, except one NCC member, were s in g le  and none 

o f  the members had any c h i ld r e n ,  (2) among NCC members there  were 

two a t h e is ts  and the o th e r  e leven i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  e i t h e r  a P ro tes tan t  

or  the Roman C a th o l ic  r e l i g i o n .  On the o th e r  hand, among SDS members 

the c lo s e s t  th ing to what could be c a l le d  a standard category was one 

agno st ic .  Other responses were: my own, s e l f - t r a n c e n d e n ta l is m ,  and

love.  (3)  Regarding employment, f i v e  o f  the seven SDS members were 

employed as were seven o f  the t h i r t e e n  NCC members. With the
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except ion  o f  one f r e e - la n c e  w r i t e r  in SDS, a l l  o f  the workers were 

employed in ty p ic a l  student jobs such as w a i t r e s s ,  shoesa1esman, and 

g o l f  course worker.  F i n a l l y ,  one person in each group c l a s s i f i e d  

h im se l f  as coming from a ru ra l  ra th e r  than an urban area .

In the Southwest study about h a l f  o f  each group had 

undergone a major s h i f t  from l e f t  to r ig h t  or r ig h t  to  l e f t  in terms 

o f  a p o l i t i c a l  continuum. This a lso  held t rue  on the West coast  

though in th is  case a q u a r te r  o f  the NCC respondents had undergone 

such a s h i f t  contrasted  w i th  h a l f  o f  the SDS members. This again  

lends s u p e r f i c i a l  support to H o f f e r 's  content ion  th a t  True B e l ieve rs  

are converted,  not c o n v i n c e d , T h e  d i f f i c u l t y  w i th  H o f f e r 's  thes is  

is th a t  he reduces a l l  o f  ra d ic a l  p o l i t i c s  to psycho-pathology. Thus, 

though there  are behav iora l  re fe re n ts  to demonstrate his c o n te n t io n ,  

th is  does not demonstrate th a t  these t r a n s i t io n s  have the psycho

lo g ic a l  content th a t  he imputes to them. My own d a ta ,  l im i te d  as they 

a r e ,  suggest tha t  there  are  sound id eo lo g ic a l  reasons fo r  these t r a n 

s i t i o n s  and, perhaps more im p o r ta n t ly ,  these t r a n s i t io n s  do not cover  

the id eo lo g ic a l  space th a t  might be imagined.

Whereas in 1964 fo r  both groups the major p o l i t i c a l  pro

blem fa c ing  American s o c ie ty  was viewed as cen te r ing  around bureau

cracy and the loss o f  in d iv id u a l  freedom, in 1967 the issue was V i e t 

nam f o r  SDS and NCC remained concerned w i th  b u re a u c ra t ic  c e n t r a l i 

z a t io n .  I l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  general SDS op in ion:

I t  E r ic  H o f f e r ,  The True B e l i e v e r , (New York,  The New 
American L ib ra ry  o f  World L i t e r a t u r e ,  I n c . ,  1958) ,  p. 25.
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1 9Involvement in Vietnam. ^

Vietnamese War, the non-concern o f  the pu b l ic  
regarding k i l l i n g ,  misery.  The lack o f  love, ^

Of NCC opin ion:

The encroachment o f  government bureaucracy at  a l l  
lev e ls  on what should r i g h t f u l l y  be p r iv a t e  concerns 
o f  in d iv id u a ls ;  and r e la te d  to t h i s ,  the increasing  
remoteness o f  governing o f f i c i a l s  from the vo te rs .

Government encroachment in to  p r iv a t e  a f f a i r s  and 
[winning in] Vietnam.

This d i f f e r e n c e ,  as I p red ic te d  in the Southwest study, has led to

extremely s t ra in e d  r e la t io n s  between the members o f  the groups

though they are not e n t i r e l y  destroyed. There is s t i l l  some attempt

1Ato cooperate on u n iv e r s i t y  re fo rm . '®

No doubt, d i f fe re n c e s  regarding the methods f o r  changing 

s o c ie ty  a ls o  s t r a i n  r e la t io n s  between the groups. A l l  SDS members 

approved o f  c i v i l  disobedience as an e f f e c t i v e  and ap pro p r ia te  tool  

f o r  s o c ia l  change:

Damn r i g h t .  When a law is immoral i t  is the duty o f

1 9"^Interview Schedule No. 1.

^^ In terv iew  Schedule No. 4.
14 In te rv ie w  Schedule No. 16.

^^ In terv iew  Schedule No. 17.

^^There is a lso  some cooperat ion on o th e r  issues, fo r  
example, in both groups there  is sentiment pushing fo r  the a b o l i t i o n  
o f  the d r a f t - - t h o u g h  i t  is g r e a t e r  in SDS than NCC.
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man to v i s i b l y  refuse to fo l lo w  i t . ^ ^

Yes. Each person is m ora l ly  responsible  f o r  his  
a c ts .  I f  obeying the law c o n f l i c t s  w ith  an 
i n d i v i d u a l ' s  sense o f  m o r a l i t y ,  then he should 
break the law.

However, SDS members were d iv ided  over whether or  not c i v i l  d i s 

obedience should include v io len ce :

Again , a person is m ora l ly  responsib le  both f o r  his  
act ions  and in a c t io n s ,  Germans during WW I I were 
o b l ig a te d  to a c t  v i o l e n t l y  aga inst  the law. S im i la r  
contemporary s i t u a t io n s  are not impossible [ to  
im a g i n e ] . ’ 9 I

Passive res is tan ce  o n ly ,  but a t  times I sympathize 
w ith  v i o l e n t  advocates o f  b lack power. A lso ,  i f  the 
U.S. d r i f t s  in to  war w i th  China, I may reconsider  
my pos i t  i on. '

I p r e f e r  passive re s is ta n c e .  V io lence i^ ^ in 
compatib le  w i th  goals of  Love and Peace.

On the o th e r  hand, not any o f  the NCC members f e l t  th a t  c i v i l  d i s 

obedience was ever  j u s t i f i e d :

Abso lu te ly  not .  Order is a p r e r e q u is i t e  o f  any form 
o f  government. As Edmund Burke pointed o u t ,  l i b e r t y  
can only e x i s t  a longside o rd e r .

1 7
'  1 n terv iew Schedule No. 3.

18, ,1nte rview Schedule No. 5.

 ̂91n t e r v i  ew Schedule No. 5-

20 In te rv ie w Schedule No. 7.
O 1

In te rv ie w Schedule No. 2.

22 1 n te rv iew Schedule No. 16.
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No. To have a s o c ie ty  a t  a l l  — i . e . ,  a re la t io n s h ip  
among in d iv id u a ls - - o n e  must fo l lo w  the rules o f  th a t  
s o c ie ty .

No. Because i t  is usua l ly  done by a group o f  people 
who j u s t  want a t t e n t i o n ,  nothing e l s e . ^

Thus, though in the Southwest I found a g rea t  deal o f  

close personal contact  between the members o f  YAF and SDS as w e l l  as 

a de s ire  fo r  such c o n ta c t ,  in 1967, the contact  and the de s ire  had 

waned. This d i f fe r e n c e  was q u i t e  ev iden t  in one question where the 

respondent was to  p ick  a roommate h y p o th e t ic a l ly  on the basis o f  only  

knowing a person's group a f f i l i a t i o n .  In the Southwest, both sets o f  

members rated each o th e r  in places one and two (with  only a few ex

c e p t io n s ) ,  but on the West coast they never rated a member o f  the 

other  group above t h i r d  in a f i e l d  o f  f i v e  groups.

However, there  were s t i l l  a few fa c to rs  which worked to  

push the groups to g e th e r .  For example, they were s i m i l a r l y  viewed by 

the general student body and more im portan t ly  they were aware o f  t h e i r  

s i m i l a r  negat ive  image on c a m p u s . T o  describe how they thought

n te rv iew  Schedule No. 8.
24

In te rv ie w  Schedule No. 19, By opting fo r  soc ia l  o rd e r ,  
they must defend i t s  most c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  form— bureaucracy. This is 
a dramatic  and recognized paradox.

25
The f i v e  groups were SDS, NCC, Young Republicans, Young 

Democrats, and the U n iv e r s i ty  D i s t r i c t  Movement ( the p o l i t i c a l  arm o f  
the h ippies  a t  and around the U n i v e r s i t y ) .

? AR. K e l ly  Hancock, From the Campus: Perceptions o f  the
American P o l i t i c a l  S t r u c t u r e ,  a paper presented a t  the Annual Meeting 
o f  the P a c i f i c  S o c io lo g ic a l  A s s o c ia t io n ,  March, 1968, San Francisco,  
C a l i f o r n i a .  See Chapter 1.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



28

o th e r  students viewed them, the respondents l i s t e d  terms l i k e ;  a

jo k e ,  crack-pots  and t ro u b le  makers, kooks, and Birch nuts. S t i l l

another f a c t o r  is th a t  both groups o f  respondents have strong fu tu re

o r ie n t a t io n s  regarding ra d ic a l is m .  ' One SDS member looking in to  the

fu tu r e :  "Yes, I hope to be more a c t i v e " ;  and a NCC member: " the

27plan is to become more a c t iv e  than I p res e n t ly  am!"

S o c io -P e rs o n a l i ty  C h a ra c te r is t ic s  

I t  has been argued by L ipse t  and others th a t  student
28rad ic a ls  are a l ie n a te d  in d iv id u a ls .  In the Southwest, I f e l t  th a t  

29they were not.  In an at tempt to resolve th is  quest ion I included a 

number o f  " o b je c t iv e "  scales in the Westcoast study. These scales  

were designed to measure the various dimensions o f  a l i e n a t i o n :  power

lessness, normlessness, i s o l a t i o n ,  and se l f -es trangem ent  as w e l l  as 

the s o -c a l le d  anomia s c a l e . T a b l e  IV contains the mean scores fo r  

the two groups on the West coast contrasted w ith  the means o f  co l leg e

2 7 |n te rv ie w  Schedules Nos. 6 and 14, re s p e c t iv e ly .
O Q

S.M. L ip s e t ,  " U n iv e r s i t y  Student P o l i t i c s , "  The Berkeley  
Student R e v o l t : Facts and I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s . S.M. L ipset  and S.S. Wolin
(Eds. ) ,  (Garden C i t y ,  New York, Doubleday & Company, I n c . ,  1965) ,  
pp. 1-9.

29•^Hancock, op. c i t . , p. 3.

^^For powerlessness, normlessness, and i s o l a t i o n ,  see Dean, 
op. c i t . ; fo r  s e l f -e s t ra n g e m e n t ,  see Bonjean and Vance, op. c i t . ; 
f o r  anomia, see Leo S ro le ,  "S oc ia l  In te g ra t io n  and C erta in  
C o r o l l a r i e s , "  American S o c io lo g ic a l  Review, 21 ,  (D ec . ,  1956) ,  
pp. 709- 716.
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Table IV

A Comparison o f  Mean A l ie n a t i o n  Scores f o r  Two Samples 
o f  College Students w i th  Mean A l ie n a t io n  

Scores o f  SDS and NCC Members 
at  a Large Westcoast  

Lin i vers i ty

Scales

R
A
N
G
E
S

Col lege Students Radi cals

Northeas t 
N= 186

Southwest
N=251

SDS
N=7

NCC
N=13

Powerlessness 0-36 16.9 15.7 18.0 12.3

Normlessness 0-24 10.6 9 .9 10.9 5 .4

1 s o la t io n 0-36 17.5 16.1 17.3 17.2

S e l f - e s trangement 0 -28 14.3 13.5 11.9 9 .7

Anomi a 0-20 7 .4 6 .4 8 .3 7 .5

29
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31students in general in the Southwest and N ortheast .  (The ranges 

represent the po ss ib le  scores. The h igher  the score ,  the g r e a te r  the 

possession o f  the th ing  being measured.) Note th a t  in no case does the 

mean o f  the rad ica l  groups exceed the h ighest  co l leg e  student mean by 

over two p o in ts .  I f  these students are ou ts ide  the "mainstream" o f  

American p o l i t i c s  and most o f  them fe e l  th a t  they are n e g a t iv e ly  

evaluated  by t h e i r  f e l lo w  s tudents ,  why are they not a l ie n a te d  to  a 

much g r e a te r  ex ten t  than the average co l leg e  student? F i r s t ,  s ince  

these ra d ic a ls  were not drawn a t  random, i t  may be th a t  the scores are  

a t y p ic a l  o f  ra d ic a ls  in general and h ig h ly  a c t iv e  rad ica ls  in p a r t i c u 

l a r .  Second, i t  may be th a t  the scales do not measure what they cla im  

to  m e a s u re - -a l ie n a t io n -  F i n a l l y ,  i t  may be th a t  these students are not 

a l ie n a te d  any more than any o ther  students .

With these data I cannot answer the questions concerning  

extremely biased responses. However, the f a c t  remains th a t  these are  

ra d ic a ls  from some universe and they are not g r e a t ly  a l ie n a te d  accord

ing to these " o b je c t iv e "  t e s t s .  T h e re fo re ,  a t  th is  po int  i t  may be 

f r u i t f u l  to  speculate  about the nature o f  a l i e n a t io n  and the nature o f  

the sca les .  I t  has re c e n t ly  been assumed by researchers th a t  a l i e n 

a t io n  Is by necessity  a s u b je c t iv e  a t t i t u d e  o f  the in d iv id u a l .  Arche

ty p ic a l  o f  th is  type o f  approach was Seeman w i th  his dimensions o f  

a l i e n a t i o n  which were o p e r a t io n a l i z e d  through sca l in g  by Dwight Dean

 ̂ A spec ia l  note o f  thanks to Professor Jo C. Lewis o f  
Queens College o f  the C i ty  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  New York f o r  making these  
unpublished data on c o l leg e  students gathered in 1966 a v a i la b le  to me.
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32and Bonjean and Hayes, The Dean scales were designed to measure 

powerlessness, normlessness, and i s o la t io n  as these were def ined by 

Seeman:

powerlessness— the expectancy or  p r o b a b i l i t y  held  
by the in d iv id u a l  th a t  his own behavior  cannot 
determine the occurrence o f  the outcomes, or  re
in forcem ents ,  he seeks. ^

normlessness— high expectancy th a t  s o c i a l l y  un
approve^ behaviors are required to achieve given  
g o a ls .

i s o l a t i o n — assignment o f  low reward value to goals  
or b e l i e f s  th a t_ a re  t y p i c a l l y  h igh ly  valued in the  
given s o c ie ty .

The Bonjean and Hayes sca le  was designed to  measure se l f -es trangem ent

s e l f -e s t ra n g em e n t— the degree o f  dependence o f  the 
given behavior  upon a n t ic ip a t e d  fu tu re  rewards.^

though they suggest th a t  th is  dimension may cut across a l l  o f  these  

other  t y p e s . 37 U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  given these subject  o r ie n te d  d e f i n i 

t ions i t  is very d i f f i c u l t  to move from them to concrete hypotheses

S^Dean, op. c i t . ; Bonjean and Vance, op. ci t ,

33 Seeman, op. c i t . , p. 784 (paraphrased).
34

i b i d . , p. 788 (paraphrased).
or

I b i d . , p . 789 (paraphrased) .

3 ^ I b i d . , p . 790 (paraphrased).

37charles M. Bonjean, Mass, C lass,  and the In d u s t r ia l  
Community: A Comparative Analys is  o f  Managers, Businessmen, and
Workers, a paper presented a t  the Annual Meeting o f  the Society fo r  
the Study o f  Social Problems, August, 19&5, Chicago, I l l i n o i s .
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regarding c o r r e la te s  o f  a l i e n a t i o n  w i th  cond it ions  in the so c ia l  sys

tem w ithou t  making some kinds o f  assumptions about the r a t i o n a l i t y ,  i f  

not o f  man, then, o f  men. In o th e r  words, one must assume th a t  men 

perce ive  s i m i l a r  cond it ions  in the so c ia l  system s i m i l a r l y  and then 

act s i m i l a r l y  in terms o f  these c o n d i t io n s .  I f  one makes such an 

assumption, i t  seems reasonable to hypothesize an increase in a l i e n 

a t io n  w i th  d is tance from the power and in f luence  s t ru c tu re  o f  the 

s o c ie ty .  C e r ta in ly  th is  is the assumption (among others)  th a t  L ipset  

is making. Since the data do not seem to support th is  hypothesis ,  i t  

becomes necessary and Important to  exp lo re  the issue f u r t h e r .

I t  seems to me th a t  one c ru c ia l  considerat ion  is that  

these ra d ic a ls  o f  NCC and SDS were members o f  an out-group th a t  is 

marginal to  the so c ia l  system— th a t  i s ,  p a r t  o f  another system o f  

p o l i t i c a l  negation th a t  could be termed a c o n t r a - s y s t e m . P e r h a p s ,  

during the period o f  t r a n s i t i o n  o f  these in d iv id u a ls  from system to 

contra-system, they were marginal men in the sense o f  being caught 

between two orders .  C e r t a i n ly  th is  was t rue  o f  a large number o f  

c i v i l  r ig h ts  workers be fore  the s h i f t  from reform to res is tan ce .  As 

such, one might expect them to demonstrate a high degree o f  a l i e n 

a t io n  on most o f  the dimensions a t  th a t  t ime. However, once th is  

process o f  negat ive  a c c u l t u r a t io n  (what I p r e f e r  to term t ra n s c u 1 -

^^The d i s t i n c t i o n  between a contra-system and a sub
c u l tu re  depends upon emphasis. A contra-system p e rs is ts  through the 
w i l l  o f  the people w i t h in  i t .  A s u b -c u l tu re  p e rs is ts  through the 
w i l l  o f  the people w i th o u t  i t -  I t  is poss ib le  to d is t in g u is h  in the 
same manner between achieved and ascr ibed out-groups.  The former  
implies a g rea t  deal more negation than the l a t t e r .
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t u r a t  ton — the coming together  o f  a l i e n a te d  in d iv id u a ls  in to  co n tra -  

systems) is complete then t h e i r  fe e l in g s  o f  a l i e n a t i o n  should be 

a l l e v i a t e d . T h i s  would be due to  the f a c t  th a t  the group would now 

provide most or  a l l  o f  the psychological  rewards th a t  had been p re 

v io us ly  obta ined from o th e r  groups w i t h in  the system. Another f a c t o r  

a f fe c t in g  the amount o f  a l i e n a t i o n  would be the fa c t  th a t  these 

contra-systems are achieved o rg a n iza t io n s  ra th e r  than ascribed ones.

However, w i th  th is  d e c l in e  o f  a l i e n a t i o n  in c o n tra -  

systems, one should not assume th a t  the so c ie ty  a t - l a r g e  becomes more 

s t a b le .  Indeed, the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  the opposite  is g r e a t e r ,  to  the 

ex ten t  th a t  an organized group has more power and a u th o r i ty  than a 

res t less  aggregate in most cases. In o th e r  words, the presence of  

contra-systems is not on ly  a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  an anomic s o c ie ty ,  but is 

also a condit ion  fo r  forming more anomie. Thus, i t  would be possib le  

to have decreasing a l i e n a t i o n  w h i le  anomie was increas ing .  I t  is 

q u i te  probable  th a t  th is  is what occurs j u s t  p r i o r  to r e v o lu t io n ;  the  

only t r u l y  a l ie n a te d  in d iv id u a ls  a t  th a t  po in t  would be those between 

the warr ing  p a r t ie s  who " s a t  i t  o u t" .

In conclusion,  i t  appears to me th a t  i f  a l i e n a t io n  is 

considered as a s u b je c t iv e  phenomenon, then I t  is probably a misnomer

^^At th is  p o in t  i t  is c ru c ia l  to keep f o l k  and a n a l y t i c  
d e f i n i t i o n s  separa te .  Radicals o f te n  speak o f  themselves as being 
" a l i e n a t e d " ,  but the r e fe re n t  is d i f f e r e n t  in most cases. I t  is a lso  
i n t e r e s t in g  th a t  the groups in the study have very s im i la r  s e l f -e s te em  
scores. The means are  2 9 .0 0  and 2 9 -2 3 ,  SDS and NCC. The poss ib le  
sca le  values range from 0 - 4 0 ,  low to h igh. Morr is  Rosenberg,
"Parenta l  In t e r e s t  and C h i ld re n 's  S e l f -C o n c e p t io n s ,"  Sociometr y , 26,  
(March, 1963), pp. 35 -49 .
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to  r e f e r  to  student ra d ic a ls  as a l i e n a t e d  (unless one is r e f e r r i n g  to 

the hangers-on in the community). The only way th a t  they could be 

r i g h t l y  considered a l i e n a te d  would be to  change the d e f i n i t i o n  o f  the 

term. I f  s o c io lo g is ts  want to r e f e r  to persons who g ive  r is e  to con

f l i c t  from outs ide  the system as a l i e n a te d  (sometimes Implying ab

normal I t y ) ,  then the concept loses i t s  a n a l y t i c  meaning through over

extension.  S i m i l a r l y ,  s o c io lo g is ts  could use the term as the 

ra d ic a ls  o f te n  do— to  mean " t u r n e d - o f f "  or repulsed by the system. 

Again such a d e f i n i t i o n  is o f  quest ionab le  use a n a l y t i c a l l y .  F i n a l l y ,  

the term could be used to descr ibe  the o b je c t iv e  p o s i t io n  o f  a person 

from the po int  o f  view o f  soc ia l  a c t io n  w i t h in  the system. One 

wonders, however, whether o r  not the concepts o f  the f i e l d s  o f  

s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  and power should be ab le  to cover th is  dimension.
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CHAPTER 3

The e x p l i c i t  purpose o f  th is  chapter  is to in te g ra te  the 

data presented in the preceding two in to  a general  t h e o r e t ic a l  frame

work. To do th is  i t  w i l l  be necessary to begin the discussion from a 

h ig h ly  a b s tra c t  p la in  and then p ro g re ss iv e ly  lower the level  o f  

a n a ly s is .  Following Durkheim, ! begin w i th  the soc ia l  system and move 

to the in d iv id u a l .

For Durkheim a " s o c ia l  f a c t "  was:

. . . t o  be recognized by the power o f  ex te rna l  coercion  
which i t  exerc ises  or  Is capable o f  e x e rc is in g  over  
in d iv id u a ls ,  and the presence o f  th is  power may be 
recognized in i t s  turn e i t h e r  by the ex is tence  o f  some 
s p e c i f i c  sanct ion or by the res is tance  o f fe re d  against  
every in d iv id u a l  e f f o r t  th a t  tends to v i o l a t e  i t .

Viewed in th is  manner, a soc ia l  system is nothing more or less than a 

power u n i t  w i th  a c o l l e c t i v e  l i f e  which by v i r t u e  o f  the f a c t  th a t  

power is not u n i ta ry  may be broken in to  a n a l y t i c  leve ls  fo r  a n a ly s is .  

This is g e n e ra l ly  what is done when the soc ia l  s c i e n t i s t  t r i e s  to  

I s o la t e  the parameters o f  a group fo r  study. This is p a r t i c u l a r l y  

t rue  fo r  community s t u d ie s ,  though power is r a r e ly  s p e c i f ie d  as a 

d e f in in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  the community.

^Emile  Durkheim, Rules o f  Sociolog i cal Method, (New York
The Free Press, 1966) ,  p. 10.
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Since any so c ia l  system can be broken down in to  component

power systems u n t i l  reaching the d ia d ic  s i t u a t i o n  o f  the power o f

2in d iv id u a l  A over in d iv id u a l  B, then i t  is poss ib le  to i d e n t i f y

various power systems which are sometimes r e fe r r e d  to as sub-systems

or  s u b -c u l tu re s .  The e x te n t  to which these sub-systems are in teg ra ted

around g e n e ra l ly  accepted goals and means o f  the la r g e r  system of

which they are a p a r t  def ines the amount o f  anomie present in the

composite,^ In times o f  r e l a t i v e  balance or  e q u i l ib r iu m ,  systems are

said  to  possess or  be c h a ra c te r iz e d  by competi t ion and cooperation

which are forms o f  chronic  c o n f l i c t ,  th a t  i s ,  c o n f l i c t  th a t  does not

th reaten  the c o l l e c t i v e  ex is tence  o f  the whole.

In these times power w i t h in  a system Is more or less

organized in pyramidal fashion regardless o f  whether the s o c ie ty  in
hquest ion is f a s c i s t ,  t o t a l i t a r i a n ,  democrat ic ,  or  s o c i a l i s t .  There 

are r e l a t i v e l y  s ta b le  norms reg u la t in g  the passage o f  groups and 

in d iv id u a ls  through the various lev e ls  in the s t r u c t u r e .  And these  

norms are o f  c ru c ia l  s ig n i f i c a n c e  a n a l y t i c a l l y .  These norms have a 

c o l l e c t i v e  ex is te nc e  o f  t h e i r  ow n-- tha t  i s ,  they e x i s t  in the 

c o l l e c t i v e  representa t ions  o f  the soc ia l  system not by the design o f

2por an i n t e r e s t in g  discussion o f  th is  to p ic ,  but which 
begins w i th  the i n d i v i d u a l ,  see R.H. Emerson, "Powei—Dependence Re
l a t i o n s , "  American S o c io lo g ica l  Review, 27, (F e b . ,  1952), pp. 31 -41 .

•a
^Though he takes h is  discussion much f a r t h e r  in to  

psychology than th is  d iscuss ion ,  see R.K. Merton, Social Theory and 
Social  S t r u c t u r e , (New York,  The Free Press,  1965) ,  pp. 131-16 o .

^R.M. M ac lver ,  The Web o f  Government, (New York, The Free 
Press, 1965) ,  pp. 62- 8 5 .
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any group or  in d i v i d u a l ,  but as a consequence of  the very h i s t o r i c a l  

ex is tence  o f  the o rd e r .  As a complex, these norms are c a l le d  the 

normative order  or  system. Though r e s is t a n t  to  change, the normative  

order does change.

The process by which a normative order changes is to be 

found in the in te r a c t io n  o f  the order and the nature o f  power. At 

any level  power e x is ts  both w i t h in  the system and outside o f  i t .  That  

i s ,  power may be viewed i n t e r n a l l y  and e x t e r n a l l y .  This permits two 

views o f  change--power breakdowns which are e i t h e r  in te rn a l  or  ex 

te rn a l  to the system under c o n s id e ra t io n .  In most h i s t o r i c a l  cases,  

however, these usua l ly  co inc ide .  More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  member i n d i v i d 

uals no longer are or  fe e l  dependent upon the system, or  sub-systems 

are not or are no longer perceived to be dependent upon the la rg e r
5

system. In any ev ent ,  the minimum r e s u l t  is some form o f  change in 

vo lv ing  c o l l e c t i v e  behav ior .  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  in i t s  tu rb u le n t  form such 

change is seen a f t e r  a d isas trous  war,  during a depression,^ but i t  

can a lso occur in the wake of  rapid  technologica l  change.^ By 

d e f i n i t i o n  one p a r t  or  more is now out o f  the game— the re gu la r ized  

pyramidal s t ru c tu re  is broken, the soc ia l  system becomes in creas ing ly

^For the importance o f  dependence in power r e l a t i o n s ,  see 
Emerson, op. c i t .

^P.A. Sorokin ,  The Sociology o f  R e v o lu t io n , (P h i la d e lp h ia ,  
J.B .  L ip p in c o t t  Company, 1925) ,  Chapters 1, 2 ,  and 17.

^R.L. Lee, D i s s a t i s f i e d  Young People: The Impact o f
A ff luence  and Poverty ,  a paper presented a t  the Annual Meeting o f  the 
Rocky Mountain Social  Science A s s o c ia t io n ,  May, 1968, Denver,
Colorado.
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out o f  ba lance, th a t  I s ,  c h a ra c te r iz e d  by anomie. From an in d iv id u a l  

p o in t  o f  view, there  are now unattached persons w i t h in  the 

geographical boundaries o f  the former o r d e r ly  system. From the po int  

o f  view o f  the system, the i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  power s t ru c tu re  

( a u th o r i t y  s t ru c tu re )  has been broken and so, l i k e w is e ,  the normative
g

order  can no longer be maintained In u n i ty .

Genera l ly  speaking, so c ia l  s c i e n t i s t s  r e f e r  to unattached  

in d iv id u a ls  w i t h in  a soc ia l  system as being a l i e n a te d ;  th a t  i s ,  

c h arac te r ized  by s e l f -e s t ra n g e m e n t ,  i s o l a t i o n ,  powerlessness, norm-
9

lessness, and meaninglessness. This is what Sorokin has re fe r re d  to  

as " b i o l o g i z a t i o n "  o f  the i n d i v i d u a l . B u t  assuming tha t  man is a 

socia l  an imal,  he wi l l  seek o th e r  soc ia l  arrangements to r e l i e v e  his  

sense o f  a l i e n a t i o n  which is a general form o f  a n x ie ty . *^  Often he 

comes together  w i th  others who are a lso  wandering through the system. 

I t  is possib le  th a t  th is  is a r e s u l t  o f  what Giddings termed 

Consciousness o f  Kind;

The awareness o f  resemblance may be l i t t l e  more than a 
f e e l in g  o f  sympathy, or  i t  may become a c le an -cu t  
percept ion .  I t  may include fe e l in g s  of a f f e c t io n  and 
a des ire  f o r  re c o g n i t io n .  In a l l  i t s  degrees, from 
sympathy to a c le a r  percept ion  of resemblances and 
d i f f e r e n c e s ,  inc lud ing  every percept ion  by the

g
I am aware th a t  these are so l inked  th a t  they tend

toward ta u to log y ,

^See Chapter 2,

^*^Sorokin, op. c i t . , p. 35

1 1 Anxiety  is the re co g n i t ion  o f  a good and bad a l t e r n a t i v e .
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responding in d iv id u a ls  themselves th a t  they do respond 
in l i k e  ways to l i k e  s t i m u l i ,  th is  awareness o f  
resemblances and d i f fe re n c e s  plays a large p a r t  in 
s oc ia l  groupings and a c t i v i t i e s .

From the po in t  o f  view o f  a so c ia l  system, th is  seeking of  new socia l  

arrangements can move in e i t h e r  o f  two d i r e c t i o n s ,  toward or away from 

unity  o f  the composite system. When in d iv id u a ls  move toward u n i t y ,  

the s i t u a t io n  is said to  be one o f  a c c u l t u r a t i o n .  New pa t te rns  emerge 

which reasser t  power in terms o f  a pyramid which becomes re g u la r ized  

and normative. On the o th e r  hand, i t  is poss ib le  fo r  in d iv id u a ls  to 

move away from un i ty  and the power s t ru c tu re  becomes a network which 

is unregu lar ized  and non-normatIve . This process is re fe r re d  to  as 

t ran scu1t u r a t io n  and the systems formed are  c a l le d  contra-systems as 

opposed to  the sub-systems which develop from a c c u l tu r a t io n .^ ^

In e i t h e r  case, a l i e n a t i o n  is diminished as socia l  o rg a n i 

z a t ion  develops. Social  o rg a n iz a t io n  a ls o  brings power to the systems 

coming in to  being. Indeed, o th e r  things such as technology and 

resources being e q ua l ,  the power o f  a group is always g r e a te r  than 

th a t  o f  an aggregate o f  in d iv id u a ls .^ ^  In the case o f  a c c u l t u r a t i o n ,  

power tends to be as before  the breakdown, th a t  i s ,  the chronic con-

1 2 F.H. G iddings,  In duc t ive  S o c io lo g y , (New York, MacMillan  
Company, 1901), p.  64.

^^Vinger has suggested the use o f  the term " c o n t r a c u l t u r e " , 
see J.  M i l to n  Y in g er ,  "C ontrac u1tu re  and S u b c u l tu re ,"  American Socio
lo g ic a l  Review, 25 ,  ( O c t . ,  I 9 6 0 ) ,  pp. 625-635-  Since 1 l in k  power and 
the normative o rd e r ,  I p r e f e r  the more dynamic "c on tra -sy s te m ."

^^Robert B i e r s t e d t ,  "An Analys is  o f  Social Power,"
American Soc io log ica l  Review, 15, (D e c . ,  1950) ,  pp. 730-738.
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f l i c t  o f  cooperation and com pet i t ion .  In the case o f  t r a n s c u l t u r 

a t  Ion, however, power tends to  become manifested in progressive or  

e s c a la t in g  c o n f l i c t .  When th is  happens the composite system becomes 

in c re as in g ly  anomic. I t  is in th is  manner th a t  I t  is poss ib le  to have 

the curious phenomenon whereby a l i e n a t i o n  w i t h in  the la rg e r  soc ia l  

system is d e c l in in g  w h i le  anomie is increas ing .  I t  seems q u i te  

probable th a t  the extreme o f  th is  co nd i t ion  occurs j u s t  p r i o r  to 

revo lu t ions  w i t h in  soc ia l  systems p o l i t i c a l l y  organized.  This is the 

point  at which, as W i l l ia m  F. Buckley, the conservat ive  co lum nist ,  has 

in d ic a te d ,  the f r in g e  becomes la rg e r  than the bedspread.

I have w r i t t e n  o f  these processes as i f  they were u n i ta ry  

and mutually  e x c lu s iv e .  T h is ,  however, is not the case. To the 

ex ten t  th a t  no socia l  system is ever  in complete e q u i l ib r iu m ,  th is  is 

t rue  by d e f i n i t i o n .  As Murdock has pointed out in his modif ied  

acceptance o f  e q u i l ib r iu m  th e o ry ,  “ there  is merely a tendency to  

approach an e q u i l i b r i u m . " '^  This is Just one way o f  looking a t  the 

f a c t  th a t  anomie is a constant c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  a l l  socia l  systems.

I t  is in te r e s t in g  in th is  regard th a t  Durkheim, as A lp e r t  has w r i t t e n ,  

never used the log ica l  opposite  o f  anomie, th a t  is nomi a . '  ̂ I t  may 

be th a t  Durkheim was not in te r e s t e d  in nomi a , but i t  may be a lso  tha t  

he never envis ioned a so c ia l  system wherein such a cond it ion  could

'^G.P. Murdock, Social  S t r u c t u r e , (New York,  M acM iI l ian  
Company, 1949) ,  p. 197.

'^Harry  A l p e r t ,  Emile Durkheim and His S oc io log y , (New 
York, Columbia U n iv e r s i ty  Press,  1939) , p. 192.
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e x i s t .  To assume th a t  i t  could e x i s t  ra ises serious problems in

deal ing w ith  soc ia l  change. I t  would be extremely d i f f i c u l t  to

discover the roots o f  change in a p e r f e c t l y  balanced system. In her

nove l ,  The Age o f  Innocence, Wharton has one o f  her characters  ask:

17"Does anything ever  happen in heaven?" ' Heaven i s ,  perhaps, the f o l k  

model o f  the p e r f e c t l y  balanced soc ia l  system.

I f  a t  any given time any soc ia l  system is c h a ra c te r ize d  by 

a r e l a t i v e  degree o f  anomie, then, l ik e w is e ,  i t  is ch a ra c te r ize d  by 

both a c c u l tu r a t io n  and t r a n s c u l t u r a t i o n ,  al though in any given  

h i s t o r i c a l  period the emphasis tends to be upon one or  the o th e r .  In 

th is  manner i t  is poss ib le  to  view soc ia l  systems as becoming or d i s 

in te g r a t in g ,  or  perhaps more a c c u r a t e ly ,  in the process o f  fusion or  

f i s s io n .  One o f  the c ru c ia l  o p e ra t io n a l  measures o f  these processes 

is the normative system i t s e l f — p a r t i c u l a r l y  tha t  pa r t  o f  the norma

t i v e  system which is sometimes re fe r re d  to as the f o l k  system. That  

i s ,  i t  is c ru c ia l  to  examine the f o l k  r a t io n a le  f o r  how the system 

works and how i t  is supposed to work from the po int  o f  view o f  the 

sub-system and contra-system p a r t i c i p a n t s .  I t  is th is  that  turns  

power in to  a u th o r i ty  py ram id a l ly  organized and th a t  condemns the use 

o f  fo rce  which d is ru p ts  the pyramid. Here I fo l lo w  B le r s t e d t 's  

discussion o f  power as res idua l  and which may be expressed

Edith  Wharton, The Age o f  Innocence, (New York, The New 
American L ib r a ry ,  1962) ,  p. 112. This is only  one o f  many socio
lo g ica l  ins igh ts  contained in th is  novel .
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18l e g i t im a t e ly  as a u t h o r i t y  or i l l e g i t i m a t e l y  as fo rc e .

But inasmuch as so c ia l  systems are always ch a rac te r ize d  

by anomie, then there  are always cracks in the normative o rder  and 

th is  fa c t  opens room fo r  another process o f  so c ia l  change, namely 

manipulat ion which is the p lay in g  o f f  o f  power centers o f  sub

systems to a r r i v e  a t  a p o s i t io n  o f  power. Oftentimes th is  is done 

by in d iv id u a ls  and groups through the appeal to the normative order  

by in s is t in g  th a t  the la r g e r  system " l i v e  up to"  the statement o f  how 

things ought to be. Such appeals as " i t ' s  not f a i r "  and "he d i d n ' t  

have to do th a t"  are everyday examples o f  th is  process. As true  

contra-systems ev o lv e ,  they develop t h e i r  own c o l l e c t i v e  mythologies  

which may be seen as r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  the normative order  o f  the 

system. At th is  po in t  r e la t io n s  between the system and the co ntra -  

system become power ra th e r  than m an ipu la t ive  r e la t io n s .  The outcome, 

o f  course, depends upon such fa c to rs  as the amount o f  change implied  

in the contra-systems as w e l l  as the in te rn a l  o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  the 

system.

I t  is now poss ib le  to look c r i t i c a l l y  a t  the pyramid o f  

power in terms o f  the normative order  to see how contra-systems are  

able to manipulate  the l a t t e r  to  become p a r t  o f  the former. To the 

ex ten t  th a t  a l l  power r e la t io n s  are a lso  dependency r e la t io n s ,  then

18B ie r s t e d t ,  op. c i t .  This d i s t i n c t i o n ,  o f  course, f inds  
i t s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  o r ig in s  in the w r i t in g s  o f  Max Weber. See H.H.
Gerth and C.W. M i l l s ,  From Max Weber: Essays in S oc io logy , (New
York, Oxford U n iv e r s i ty  Press,  Galaxy, 1958) ,  pp. 77-128.
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a u th o r i ty  increases w i th  the he igh t  o f  the pyramid, but so a lso  does 

the amount o f  l i m i t a t i o n  placed upon the use o f  power as i t  becomes 

in c re a s ing ly  wel l  def ined and complex. That i s ,  groups a t  the top s i t  

above a very complex system o f  dependency r e la t io n s  which must be kept  

in balance to m ain ta in  t h e i r  p o s i t io n .  To do th is  they must, a t  leas t  

in the m a jo r i ty  o f  cases, defend the normative system. F u r th e r ,  the  

amount o f  the system th a t  they must J u s t i f y  is la rg e r  than a t  each 

level  beneath them. This  places a g r e a t e r  number o f  contro ls  upon 

them which persons lower down the sca le  do not have. I t  is very  

d i f f i c u l t  fo r  persons and groups in the h igher  reaches o f  the power 

system to step ou ts ide  o f  the a u t h o r i t y  s t r u c tu r e .  To do so they must 

work through persons or  groups lower In the scale  whose power Is not 

i n t r i n s i c a l l y  as g r e a t ,  but whose power is not as l im i te d  by the 

a u t h o r i t y  system. A u th o r i ty  l i m i t s  power. This process is seen in 

the passing down o f  s o -c a l le d  " d i r t y  work" such as a p o l ic e  c h i e f ' s  

framing o f  a b i t  too vigorous patrolman who has begun to push against  

some large i n t e r e s t  in a community. There are very good s o c io lo g ic a l  

reasons fo r  why the mayor was "not In v o lv e d ."  I f  he had been and had 

been exposed, then the amount o f  the power s t ru c tu re  d is c re d i te d  

would have been much g r e a t e r  than i f  the p o l ic e  c h ie f  had been ex

posed. The g r e a te r  the amount o f  the system d i s c r e d i te d ,  the g r e a te r  

the l i k e l ih o o d  o f  rupture  in the normative order  and, hence, the 

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  r e d e f i n i t i o n .

I t  is a t  t h is  po in t  th a t  the upper po rt ion  of  the power 

system is most v u ln e ra b le  and is a t  t h is  po in t  th a t  contra-systems
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o f te n  press w i th  the hope o f  fo rc ing  a breakdown in the a u t h o r i t y  

system, i . e . , fo rc in g  the upper groups to step out o f  the a u t h o r i t y  

system (and, hence, out o f  the normative o rder )  w i th  a subsequent 

emergence o f  more fo l lo w e rs  or  contra-systems in the wake o f  the 

Increasing d isorder  and expanding issues. This is f re q u e n t ly  done 

through the use o f  fo rce  on the p a r t  o f  the contra-system in the name 

o f  the ideal order  which, i f  i t  cannot be handled "through channels",  

w i l l  lead to a d is p la y  o f  fo rce  by the upper groups o f  the a u t h o r i t y  

system. From the po in t  o f  view o f  the contra-system , i f  i t  su rv iv e s ,  

i t  has won the f i r s t  encounter.

In such s i t u a t io n s  as the above, the usual t a c t i c  o f  the 

upper groups is to appeal to the idea ls  o f  the normative system to  

encourage those in the middle o f  the power system to  remain s ta b le  

w h i le  they e l im in a te  the "temporary" d is tu rbance .  The appeal o f  the  

contra-systems is usua l ly  to the lower groups o f  the power system to  

j o i n  them fo r  fu tu r e  reward and to res tore  the " t r u e "  values which 

are o f ten  many o f  the same values being used by the upper groups w ith  

a somewhat d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  This process has been i l l u s 

t r a te d  rec e n t ly  in almost c la s s ic  form in the French c r i s i s .  Of 

course, the outcome o f  these appeals determines whether or  not c i v i l  

war or  rev o lu t io n  w i l l  occur.

Summary and Conclusions

With the foregoing t h e o r e t ic a l  fo rm ula t io n  in mind I t  is 

possib le  to  understand the em pir ic a l  data presented in the f i r s t  two
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chapters.  I t  is p r o f i t a b l e  to look back a t  t h is  po in t  at  some o f  

these f in d in gs  and a ls o  to look a t  some o f  the more recent develop

ments in student ra d ic a l is m  n a t i o n a l l y  in terms o f  th is  theory .

In Chapter 1, I attempted to p lace f i v e  groups in re 

la t io n  to the mainstream o f  American p o l i t i c s  in the context o f  a 

la rge  u n iv e r s i t y .  I hoped to i s o l a t e  the ideology o f  the power 

groups a t  the various lev e ls  by o p e r a t io n a l i z in g  them as the in 

f luence s t r u c tu r e .  Through th is  procedure I located three groups 

which could be considered outgroups, though i t  appeared th a t  they had 

a residue o f  underly ing support.  Under the theory presented in th is  

chapter ,  th is  support should increase whenever the contra-systems are  

ab le  to c rea te  s i t u a t io n s  wherein upper power groups must use force  

ra th er  than a u t h o r i t y  to m ain ta in  o rd e r .  C e r ta in ly  th is  appears to 

have been what happened in the Free Speech Movement a t  Berkeley and 

in the student r e v o l t  a t  Columbia. There are two main reasons fo r  

t h i s :  ( l )  whenever upper groups step out o f  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  roles

and use fo rc e ,  then they are  ab le  to muster g r e a te r  paraphenal ia  fo r  

the a d m in is t ra t io n  o f  v io len ce  than are the contra-systems and th is  

o f te n  creates  an "underdog" i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  p a t te rn  and (2) the use o f  

fo rce  usua l ly  broadens the issues Involved in the event from s p e c i f i c  

pro tes ts  to  more a b s t r a c t  ones p r i m a r i l y  concerning the leg i t im acy  o f  

the upper group's ac t ions  in terms o f  the ideal normative system.

Of the two groups discussed in Chapter 2 ,  Students fo r  a 

Democratic Society  much more c lo s e ly  approximates a t ru e  c o n tra -  

system than does the New Conservatives Club. This is p r im a r i l y  due to
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the d i f fe re n c e s  in t a c t i c s  between the groups in r e l a t i o n  to changing 

the power s t r u c tu r e .  Though a t  the time o f  my study Westcoast 

U n iv e rs i ty  s t i l l  had not had a major c o n f r o n ta t io n ,  i t  was poss ib le  

to see SDS s h i f t i n g  to the use o f  fo rc e  w h i le  NCC s t i l l  found i t s  use 

p h i lo s o p h ic a l ly  untenable.  This may be seen in the various pos i t ions  

concerning c i v i l  disobedience and the use o f  fo rc e .  However, i t  

should a lso  be pointed out th a t  NCC members are suspicious of  

c e n t r a l i z e d  a u t h o r i t y .  I f  through c o n fro n ta t io n  SDS members are ab le  

to convince NCC members o f  the i l l e g i t i m a c y  o f  the a u t h o r i t y  system,  

then i t  may be th a t  NCC w i l l  become a t ru e  contra-system.

I f  the various developing contra-systems in the u n iv e r s i t y  

s e t t in g  are  to coalesce in to  one contra -sys tem , then I t  appears th a t  

the underground press w i l l  p lay  an important ro le  in both the forma

t io n  and the maintenance o f  the c o a l i t i o n .  At Westcoast there  were 

two such papers which bridged the gaps in ideology and l i f e  s t y l e  o f  

SDS members and members o f  the U n iv e r s i ty  D i s t r i c t  Movement. Issues 

o f  these papers were a combination o f  psychedel ic  a r t  and l i t e r a t u r e  

d ire c te d  a t  the p o l i t i c a l  issues o f  concern to  SDS a c t i v i s t s .  A side  

e f f e c t  o f  importance o f  t h is  l in k in g  o f  SDS and UDM has been the  

development o f  the psychedel ic  exper ience as an important r i t e  o f  

passage in to  the contra-systems as w e l l  as a s ta tus  denomenator.

The c u l tu re  surrounding the use o f  mari juana and psychedelic  drugs 

has given r is e  to a c o l l e c t i v e  mythology and strong fe e l in g s  o f  group
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s o l î d a r i t y . I n  a word, i t  has produced a sense o f  commun!ty ,^ ^  The 

underground press is a community weekly which Is g ra d u a l ly  evolv ing  a 

normative order  a t  the same time th a t  i t  confronts the power 

s t ru c tu re .  In terms o f  r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and c o n fro n ta t io n  some o f  the 

slogans which appear in the underground press and which have become 

lexicons o f  the contra-systems are im portant .  Such slogans as "make 

love, not war" and "hey,  hey, how many kids have you k i l l e d

today?" are  c lass ics  in l i g h t  o f  the theory presented here.  They not 

only r e i n t e r p r e t  the normative system by juxtapos ing  war and love as 

lo g ic a l  opposites ,  but they a ls o  chal lenge a t  le a s t  the symbol o f  the 

top o f  the power s t r u c t u r e .

I t  is sa id  th a t  the good theory permits p r e d ic t io n  and, 

indeed, i t  would be w e l l  i f  I could now p r e d ic t  the events o f  the next  

few years .  U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  I am unable to do so. This thes is  then 

ends w i th  some sp ecu la t ion  and an Important q uest ion .  Looking a t  the 

events o f  recent weeks i t  is poss ib le  to see the upper power groups 

beginning to appeal to  the middle  power groups f o r  calm. Without  

having too s i n i s t e r  an eye,  the new a n t i - r i o t  b i l l  and the f a i r  

housing a c t ,  which i s ,  o f  course,  o f  primary b e n e f i t  to middle  and

19 For an I n t e r e s t i n g ,  i f  somewhat romantic ized vers ion  or  
p resenta t ion  o f  th is  contra-system combinat ion,  see J .L ,  Simmons and 
Barry W i nog ra d , I t ' s  Happen i ng: ^  P o r t r a i  t  o f  the Youth Scene Today,
(Santa Barbara, M arc -La ird  P u b l ic a t io n s ,  1966]".

20 For the importance o f  the concept community In the  
development o f  student r a d ic a l is m ,  see Paul Jacobs and Saul Landau, 
The New R a d ic a ls : A Report w i th  Documents, (New York,  Random House,
Vintage Books, 1966y.
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upper class Negroes w i th  the income necessary to buy in to  b e t t e r  

neighborhoods, in t h is  l i g h t .  S i m i l a r l y  SOS's Newark community 

p ro je c t  can be seen as an appeal to groups low in the power system. 

I t  may be th a t  the next major event w i l l  be an at tempt by groups 

high in the power s t ru c tu re  to use force  ag a in s t  student and c e r t a in  

black contra-system s, Should th is  occur ,  the major question w i l l  

become: w i l l  the b lack and student contra-systems coalesce? I t

was possib le  to  see the beginnings o f  such a c o a l i t i o n  in the 

Columbia r e v o l t ,  but to conclude w i th  a c l i c h e ,  time w i l l  t e l l  —  

but a t  th is  po in t  i t  would seem th a t  i t  w i l l  be c lock ra th e r  than 

calendar t ime.
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NOTE TO THE APPENDIX

This se ct ion  contains a l l  o f  the formal Instruments and 

documents used in the present research. The f i r s t  document is the  

form l e t t e r  sent along w i th  the q u e s t io n n a ire  which fo l lows i t  to  

the random sample o f  a l l  students a t  Westcoast U n iv e r s i t y .  This  

supplied the data fo r  Chapter 1. The next instrument consists o f  a l l  

of  the questions on the in te rv ie w  schedule admin istered to members 

o f  Students fo r  a Democratic Society  and New Conservatives Club.

This schedule is d iv ided  in to  two p a r t s .  Part  one is p r im a r i ly  

open-ended and p a r t  two is closed and consists  o f  the scales used 

in Chapter 2.

50
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Dear S i r :

As you know there  is a g re a t  deal o f  controversy today
over the nature o f  the new student p ro te s t  movements. In order  th a t
the campus p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  be a c c u ra te ly  presented ,  a t  the 
present time there is a la rge  study under way concerned w ith  th is  
very problem. As a p a r t  o f  th is  study you have been se lec ted  in a 
random sample o f  over two hundred to  answer a number o f  quest ions.

I t  is ex trem ely  important to have your responses to these 
questions so th a t  the f in d in g s  o f  the research w i l l  be accurate  and 
t r u t h f u l .  Fu r ther ,  p lease do not p lace your name upon the schedule  
so tha t  complete anonymity o f  a l l  respondents can be assured.

Because o f  the s iz e  o f  t h is  study and the r e l a t i v e  lack
o f  funds i t  has been impossible to send each o f  you in the sample a
personal l e t t e r .  I o f f e r  you my apologies fo r  having to send a form 
l e t t e r  and hope th a t  you understand th is  problem.

I f  you have any questions about th is  research I w i l l  be 
most happy to hear from you. Enclosed you w i l l  f in d  a stamped s e l f  
addressed envelope f o r  your use in responding.

Thank you fo r  your coop era t ion .

Yours t r u l y .

R. K e l ly  Hancock

Department o f  Sociology
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QUESTIONNAIRE

The fo l lo w in g  in form at ion  about y o u r s e l f  is important fo r  understand
ing how d i f f e r e n t  people v a r io u s ly  placed In age and u n iv e r s i ty  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  fe e l  about the re s t  o f  the in formation needed:

What is your age? ______ What is your sex? ______

Are you a: a. freshman
b. sophomore
c. j u n i o r
d. senior
e. g raduate
f . other

What is your s p e c i f i c  major?

We are  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in te re s te d  to know what group o r  groups you fee l  
rep re s en t (s )  the general  p o l i t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  the people o f  the 
United States? Please rank the fo l lo w in g  f i v e  groups from one to  
f i v e  (h ighest to  lowest) on the basis o f  how close you fee l  t h e i r  
a t t i t u d e s  come to the "mainstream" o f  American p o l i t i c a l  thought:

Students fo r  a Democratic Society  (S .D .S . )
The Young Republicans ( Y . R . ' s )
The Young Democrats ( Y . D . ' s )
The New Conservatives Club (N .C .C . )
The U n iv e r s i ty  D i s t r i c t  Movement (U.D.M.)

Ranks: (From c lo se s t  to the mainstream to f a r t h e s t  from
the mainstream)

1 . 2 . 3 . 4 . 5 .

Would you now rank these same f i v e  groups from one to  f i v e  (h ighest  
to  lowest)  on the basis o f  how close t h e i r  general o r i e n t a t i o n  comes 
to your personal p o l i t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n :

Ranks: (From c lo se s t  to  your p o s i t io n  to f a r t h e s t  from
your p o s i t io n )

1 . 2 . 3 . 4 . 5 .
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INTERVIEW SCHEDULE

1. Questions on the Cover Sheet

A. What Is your age? ______
B. What is your sex? ______
C. What is your major? _______________
D. What is your c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ?  

freshman 
sophomore 
Junior  
senior  
g raduate  
other

E. I f  a p p l ic a b le :
What is your r e l ig io u s  preference?
How many times in the la s t  month have you attended church?

F. What is your m a r i ta l  status? .________
G. Do you have any ch i ld ren?  ^

I f  yes ,  how many?
H. What p lace do you consider  your hometown? __ ________
I .  Are you c u r r e n t ly  employed? _______ c I ty  s t a te

I f  yes,  what do you do?

2. Questions on p a r t  one o f  the In te rv ie w  Schedule

A. When did you f i r s t  become in te re s te d  in p o l i t i c a l  concerns?
When did you f i r s t  become ac t iv e ?

B. What p o l i t i c a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s  do you c u r r e n t ly  belong to?
C. Have you ever changed your p o l i t i c a l  po in t  o f  view? That is ,

have you ever  been in sympathy w ith  a po in t  o f  view which is
q u i te  d i f f e r e n t  from the one you now hold? I f  yes, what was 
th a t  po int  o f  view and why did you change from it?

D. How much time do you spend in an average week on club  
act i v i t i es?
In regard to  o r g a n iz a t io n a l  work, would you say th a t  you are :
very a c t iv e
somewhat a c t i v e
about average in a c t i v i t y
somewhat in a c t iv e
i nact i ve
Do you hold any o f f i c e  w i t h i n  the o r g a n iz a t io n ,  e i t h e r  l o c a l l y  
or n a t io n a l ly ?  I f  yes ,  what o f f i c e ?

E. What is the pr imary p o l i t i c a l  problem fac ing American Society
today? How would you l i k e  to see t h is  problem solved? (Re
cogniz ing th a t  t h i s  is an ex trem ely  d i f f i c u l t  q u e s t i o n . . .  
please t r y  to be as s p e c i f i c  as you can .)

F. What do you consider  to  be the major g o a l ( s )  o f  the o rg a n i 
zat ion? I f  more than one, could you put them in rank order?
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G. Do you consider  these group goals the most important goals  
to you personal ly?

H. A g rea t  deal has been w r i t t e n  re c e n t ly  regarding c i v i l  d i s 
obedience as a mechanism f o r  soc ia l  change. Do you fe e l  th a t  
th is  is a l e g i t im a t e  way to br ing  about change in our society?  
Why or  why not? I f  yes to  the above, do you view c i v i l  d i s 
obedience as in vo lv ing  only  passive res is tan ce  or  can you 
foresee circumstances under which v io lence  might be 
a p prop r ia te  o r  necessary? I f  so, can you g ive  e i t h e r  a real  
or hypo the t ica l  example o f  such a s i t u a t io n ?

I .  How do you d e f in e  the term freedom?
J. Do you have any c lose f r ie n d s  who are  members o f  any o f  the

fo l lo w in g  groups?
Students f o r  a Democratic Society  yes no
Young Republicans yes no
Young Democrats yes no
New Conservatives Club yes no
the Hippies yes no

K. Recognizing the wide range in p e rs o n a l i t y  types ,  i f  you had
never met person X and a l l  th a t  you knew about th is  person 
was his or  her group a f f i l i a t i o n  and you were going to  have
to have person X as a roommate, how would you rank your
choices on the basis o f  known membership In one o f  the 
fo l low ing  groups?
Young Republicans: Rank _______
Students fo r  a Democratic Soc ie ty :  Rank
New Conservatives Club: Rank ______
Young Democrats: Rank_______
the H ipp ies:  Rank_______
Why did you rank each o f  these as you did?

L. Do you plan to continue to be a c t i v e  in p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i 
za t ions  through-out your l i f e ?  (W i l l  you continue to be as 
a c t iv e  as you now are?)

M. What are your p a re n ts '  occupations?
Your fa th e r ;
Your mother:

N. Could you g ive  an es t im ate  o f  your p a re n ts '  combined annual
income?

0. Are your parents o f  b a s i c a l l y  the same p o l i t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n
as you are? I f  n o t ,  what is each o f  t h e i r  o r ie n ta t io n s ?

P. What do your parents  th in k  o f  your p o l i t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  and
act i v i t i  es?

Q. What do you th in k  th a t  those students on campus who are
p o l i t i c a l l y  in a c t i v e  th in k  about members o f  your group gen
e ra l  ly?

3. Questions on p a r t  two o f  the In te rv ie w  Schedule
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SA A U D SD
SA A U D SD

SA A U D SD

SA A U D SD
SA A u D SD
SA A u D SD
SA A u D SD
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SA-strongly agree;  A -agree;  U-undecided; D-d isagree;
SD-strongly disagree

A. Most p u b l ic  o f f i c i a l s  (people in p u b l ic  SA A U D SD
o f f i c e )  are not r e a l l y  in te re s te d  in the
problems o f  the average man.

B. On the whole, I am s a t i s f i e d  w i th  m yse lf .
C. Sometimes I fe e l  a l l  alone in the world .
D. Sometimes I get r e s t le s s  because I c a n ' t  

express my real fe e l in g s  when ta lk in g  
and doing th ings w i th  o th e rs .

E. One should always t r y  to l i v e  in a h igh ly  
respectable  r e s id e n t ia l  area even though 
i t  e n t a i l s  s a c r i f i c e s .

F. At times I th in k  I am no good a t  a l l .
G. The end j u s t i f i e s  the means.
H. Most people today seldom fe e l  lo n e ly .
I .  Before j o in in g  any c i v i c  or p o l i t i c a l

a s s o c ia t io n ,  i t  is u s ua l ly  important to  
f in d  out whether i t  has the backing o f  
people who have achieved a respected  
socia l  p o s i t io n .

J. I have found th a t  more o f te n  than no t ,  SA A U D SD
the ru les in our world go ag a in s t  human 
nature .

K. Nowadays, a person has to l i v e  p r e t t y  SA A U D SD
much fo r  today and l e t  tomorrow take  
care o f  i t s e l f .

L. I worry about the fu tu r e  fac ing  today 's
ch i Id r e n .

M. I do n ' t  get In v i te d  out by f r ie n d s  as
o f te n  as I ' d  r e a l l y  l i k e .

N. These days a person doesn 't  r e a l l y  know
whom he can count on.

0.  I have found th a t  j u s t  being your na tura l  
s e l f  won't  get you very f a r  in t h is  world .

P. I fe e l  th a t  I have a number o f  good
q u a l i t i e s .

Q. Possession o f  proper so c ia l  e t i q u e t t e  is 
usual ly  the mark o f  a d e s i r a b le  person.

R. Sometimes I have the f e e l i n g  th a t  o ther
people are  using me.

S. People 's ideas change so much th a t  I
wonder i f  w e ' l l  ever  have anything to 
depend on.

T. When I am around o th e r  peop le ,  I t r y  to
keep in mind th a t  saying what you r e a l l y  
fe e l  o f te n  gets you in to  t r o u b le .

U. I t  is f r ig h t e n in g  to  be responsib le  fo r
the development o f  a l i t t l e  c h i l d .

SA A U D SD

SA A U D SD

SA A U D SD

SA A U D SD

SA A u D SD

SA A u D SD

SA A u D SD

SA A u D SD

SA A u D SD

SA A u D SD
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1 f re q u e n t ly  have to  do th ings to please SA A U D SD

w.
others th a t  1 would ra th e r  not do.
I t  is hard ly  f a i r  to  br ing  a c h i ld  in to SA A U D SD

X.

the world w i th  the way th ings look fo r  
the fu tu re .
1 fe e l  1 do not have much to be proud o f . SA A U D SD

Y. Everything is r e l a t i v e ,  and th ere  j u s t SA A U D SD

Z.
a r e n ' t  any d e f i n i t e  ru les to l i v e  by. 
One can always f in d  f r ie n d s  i f  he shows SA A U D SD

AA.
h im se lf  f r i e n d l y .

In s p i te  o f  what some people say, the SA A U 0 SD

BB.

s i t u a t i o n  o f  the average man is g e t t in g  
worse, not b e t t e r .
1 am ab le  to  do th ings as w e l l  as most SA A U D SD

CC.
other  people.
The ra is in g  o f  one's  soc ia l  p o s i t io n  is SA A U D SD

DO.
one o f  the more important goals in l i f e .  
Real f r ie n d s  are as easy as ever to f in d . SA A U D SD

EE. What others th in k  1 should do is usua l ly SA A U D SD

FF.
not what 1 would r e a l l y  l i k e  to do. 
1 c e r t a i n l y  fe e l  useless a t  t imes. SA A U D SD

GG. 1 o f ten  wonder what the meaning o f  l i f e SA A U D SD

HH.
r e a l l y  is .
There is l i t t l e  o r  nothing 1 can do SA A u D SD

1 I .

towards prevent ing  a major "shooting  
w a r ."
The world in which we l i v e  is b a s ic a l l y SA A u D SD

JJ .
a f r i e n d l y  p lace .
There are few dependable t i e s  between SA A u D SD

KK.
people any more,
1 wish 1 could have more respect fo r  myself . SA A u D SD

LL. There is l i t t l e  chance fo r  promotion on SA A u D SD

MM.
the job unless a man gets a break.  
With so many r e l ig io n s  abroad, one SA A u D SD

NN.
doesn't  r e a l l y  know which to  b e l ie v e .  
We're so regimented today t h e r e 's  not SA A u D SD

00.

much room f o r  choice even in personal  
m a t te rs .
A l l  in a l l ,  1 am in c l in e d  to  fe e l  th a t SA A u 0 SD

PP.
1 am a f a i l u r e .
1 have found th a t  in o rder  to get  along SA A u D SD

QQ.

in th is  world u s u a l ly  you have to put on 
an ac t  instead o f  being ab le  to  be your  
real s e l f ,
1 fe e l  th a t  1 am a person o f  w orth ,  a t SA A u D SD

RR.
l e a s t  on an equal plane w i th  o th e rs .  
There are  so many dec is ions  th a t  have SA A u 0 SD
to be made today th a t  sometimes I could 
j u s t  "blow up."
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ss. The only th ing  one can be sure o f  
today is th a t  he can be sure o f  
noth Î ng.

SA A U D SD

TT. We are j u s t  so many cogs in the  
machinery o f  l i f e .

SA A U D SD

UU. People are  j u s t  n a t u r a l l y  f r i e n d l y  
and h e l p f u l .

SA A U D SD

VV. The fu tu r e  looks very dismal. SA A U D SD
WW. 1 take a p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  toward 

myself .
SA A U D SD

XX. 1 do n ' t  get to  v i s i t  f r ie n d s  as o f te n  
as I ' d  r e a l l y  l i k e .

SA A U D SD
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