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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

In recent years the methods of teaching history and
the other social studies have been subdjected to severe criti-
cism by various groups who feel that treatment of these
sub jects has not been adequate for a democracy, Probably some
of this can be attributed to unstable world conditions which
have resulted in an increased interest on the part of the
general public in matters pertaining to such studies, However,
the question is not what has brought on this storm of eriti-
eism. Instead, it is whether or not these oriticisms are
Justifiable. In quest of a satisfactory answer to the latter,
numerous surveys have been oonducted in the various states, and

& few have dealt with the subject on a nation-wida basis,

I. Statement of the Problem

This study for the state of Montana has a purpose
similar to that which has inspired the research work just

mentioned. An atvtempt will be made to discover:

1. how much history and other social studies is being
taught in the secondary schools,

2, how much training the instructors have in the
field in which they are teaching,

3. how large the enrollment in these classes is,

4, which are the most popular texts,



5. how Montana compares with other states and the
nation in these respeots, and

6. how Montana college freshmen rated in the New
York Times History Test as compared with those who
originally took it.

On the first four topics comparisons constantly will be made
between the school years 1929-30 and 1942-43, The reasons for
this choice of dmtes are that the former was early enough so
that the schools were not yet greatly affected by the depress-
ion, and the records for the latter were the most recent s
vailable when the study was begun. From data thus obtained,
conclusions will be drawn as to the status of history and

other sooial studies in the secondary schools of Montana.

I, Previous Studles

There have been no similar studies made in the state
of Montana, Surveys of other subjects have been conducted,
but none of them have dealt with the soocial studies. In the
past decade, however, there has been much research of this
type done in other states. Since some of these works will be
referred %o ocoasionally, it will probably be proper to list
some of them and explain briefly how they treat the subject,

Ey&elll conducted a survey of the senior high schools

1 G, 4. Rydell, "The Status of the Social Studies in
the Senior High Schools of the Second Class Cities of the
State of Kansas," (unpublished Master's thesis, The University
of Ksnsas, lLawrence, Kensas, 1935-1936).
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in 76 second class cities of Kansas, The enrollment in these
schools varied from 1,086 to 84, and the average was 371, The
problem was attacked in a subject-by-subject manner in order
to discover what per cent of the schools offered each and what
per cent of the students were enrolled in each of the sﬁbjects.
Most of the data is taken from state records, The number of
teachers engaged in the instruction of sooial studies was
found to be 206, The number of social studies courses offered
in egch school ranged from 3 to 8. The per cent of schools
offering each subject varied from 100% for U. S. history to
% for aneient history.

Woods® used as the object of his study the senior high
schools of Alabema. The purpose of this study was to find how
many courses in the social studles were being offered, what
texts were being used, and how these subjects were being
taught., Information was gathered by examination of state
records and the stete course of study, as well as by question-
naires which were sent to a)ll schools being studied. It was
found that only four subjects: American history, economics,
sociology, and general geography are offered as required sub-
Jjects by 50% or more of the schools, The five most frequently
offered subjects were: American history, world history,

economi cs, American government, and economic-political geogra-

2 ¢, C. Woods, "The Status of the Social Solences in
the Senior High Schools of Alabama, 1937," (unpublished
Mester's thesis, The University of Alabama, University,
Alabeme ).



4
phy. Recitation was by far the most usual method of teaching
social studies.

In his study of the accredited seocondary schools of
Nebraska, Kellough® was concerned chiefly with teaching meth-
ods employed and with grade levels at which the various socoial
studies courses were teught., The questionnaire method was
used for securing most of the data, but state records were also
used to some extent, It was disoovered that American history
was the most frequently offered subject and that it was a one
year course given during the eleventh or twelfth years of
school. World history, a one year course at tenth year level,
was the next most popular. Aneisnt history and English history
seemed to be rapidly disappearing from the curricula of
Nebraska schools,

The medium-sized high schools of Colorado were used as
the object of investigation when Consbruck? made his survey of
social studies in 1936, By use of the questionnaire method
the necessary information was gathered concerning subjects
offered and methods used in the fleld of social studies, It
was dliscovered that the social studles subjects most commonly

taught in the ma jority of the schools were: American history,

S K. L. Kellough, "The Status of Soocial Socience in
the Acoredited Secondary Schools of Nebraska, 1936-1937,%
(unpublished Master's thesis, University of Nebraska, Lincoln,
Nebraska).

4 A, J. Consbruck, "The Social Studies in Medium-
8ized High Schools of Colorado, 1936," (unpublished Master's
thesis, Colorado State Teachers' College, Greeley,

Colorado).



world history, civies, soclology, economics, and community
oivies, Most of the schools were giving instruction in Ameri-
ocan history, world history, and United States civics, Only
half of the schools were giving instruection in economies,
soelology, end community oivies,

A thorough survey of the social studies in 338 Iows
high schools was conducted by Gruia,5 who used for comparison
the school years of 1929-1930 and 1936-1937. Data was ob-
tained through examination of state reports as well as by the
questionnaire method. The main points considered were courses
offered, pupils enrolled, and texts used. It was found that
a greater variety of soccial studies courses were offered in
1937 then in 1930, that American history was the most popular
of all these courses, that world history was displacing sepa-
rate history courses, except American history, and that

economi ¢cs and soclology were gaining in popularitdy.

III. Sources of Dats

By far the greatest source of data for this study has
been the State Department of Public Instruction. Materials
concerning enrollment and courses offered during the school-

year 1942-1943 were obteined from The State of Montana Depart-

ment of Public Instruction High Sghool Report A. All infor-

% ¢, B, Gruis, ™A Comparison of the Soclal Science
Curriculum of Three Hundred Thirty-Eight Iowa High Schools in
1929 to 1930 and 1936 to 1937," (unpublished Mester's thesis,
University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowsa).



mation on social studles subjects offered and on educational
qualifications of teachers during the school-year 1920-1930
came from notes collected from the previoﬁsly mentioned report
in 1930 by Dr., Edward E. Bennett, professor of history and
political science at Montana State University. Data pertaine
ing to textbooks used in 1942-1943 came from the Annual State

Textbook Reports, but that pertaining to the most popular
texts in 1929-1930 was taken from a survey carried on in 1929

by Mr. M. P, Moe, who was then State High School Supervisor,

The New York Times History Test was given to the
Freshmen of':

1. Bastern Montena Normel College at Billings,

2. Northern Montana College at Havre,

3. Montana State Normal College at Dillon, and

4, Montana State University at Missoula.
The results were used as date &8s was also the summary of re-
sults as comnpiled by The New York Times after the testing of
the seven thousend college freshmen from various parts of the
United States in 1942,

To find more material on nation-wide trends, infor-
mation from the recent study made by the Committee on American
History in Schools and Colleges® was used. Several current

articles and a few books wore likewise utilized,

6 pager B. Wesley, Director of Committee, American
History in Schools and Colleges, The Macmillan Company,
New York, 1944,




IV. Method of Presentation

In developing this survey, as it has been set up, the
work falls into two distinet phases, Chief concern in the
initial phase 1s with the high schools of Montana and what im-
portance they attach to the teasching of subjeots in the sooclal
studies field, The accomplishment of this objective is real-
ized by carefully studying the Montana High School records.,
In order to discover what are the more recent trends, a come
paerison is mede between the records for the school-year 1929-
19030 and similar records for the school~year 1942-1043.

The second phase of the work follows closely the
first, but here an attempt is made to find how mueh history
is remembered by freshmen when they enter college., For this
purpose the results of The New York Times American History
Test, which was given to 377 freshmen entering four different
units of the Greater University of Montans in the fall of
1943, are compared with the results obtained when that test
was originally given in 1942, %o 7,000 college freshmen from
36 different colleges throughout the United States. The many
weaknesses of this test are fully realized, of course, but
the fact that 1t has recently been given to such a large num-
ber of students from so many different schools seems to
justify the use herein made of 1t.

In developing coherence of the two phases special
attention is given to reeent artiocles and books dealing with
trends in the teaching of history and other social studies,
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There is always an attempt made to relate to and compare with
suoh trends those mede evident by the study of Montans high
schools,
The final chapter is, for the main part, a summary of
the findings of the study, There are, however, some conclu-
sions drawn on the basis of discoveries made, and a few

suggestions for further studies are offered.
V. limitations of Study

This study is purposely limited to a consideration of
history and related subjects in Montana bhigh schools from the
standpoint of currioculum, enrollment, texts, and training cf
instructors, Quite obviously, a completely different study
could be conducted on this same subject by approeching it from
the angle of how these subjects are taught in Montana high
schools.,

In testing the ccliege freshmen in Montana, another
limitation must be mentioned., The test was given in only four
Montana schools. The others, either due to war-time programs

or inflexible testing programs, were unable to cooperate.



CHAPTER IIX
STATUS OF THE SOCIAL STUDIES IN MONTANA HIGH SCHOOLS

Although this study is primarily oconcerned with the
status of history in the state of Montana, many other subjects
in the sociel studies group are so c¢closely related to and
connected with history that it was thought wise to deal with
each individual subject in that field, Therefore, a sudbject-
by-sub Ject survey was made and recorded., In each case regords
for the school years of 1920-1830 and 1942-1943 were studied
in a similar manner, and careful comparisons were made with
the hope of bringing out all changes which might be indicative
of educational trends.

This part of the study approaches the problem from
seversl angles, An attempt is made to discover what psr cent
of the schools teasch each subject, what per cent of the high
school students of the state are enrolled in each subject,
what the training of the teacher is in the subject which he
or she is teaching, and what texts are dbeing used, In oconnec=-
tion with the first point, 1t must be kept in mind that many
of the smaller schools rotate their subjects, and since the
study deals with one particular year, the per cent of schools
teaching a certain subject over a period of years might be
considerably larger than that for one year. This same faoct
might be applied to the point dealing with per cents of

students enroclled in various subjects, Concerning the train-



10
ing of teachers, it must be stated that in the case of a very
Tew schools the necessary facts were omitted, Thus, the re-
sults are based only upon school systems from which complete
information was obtained. It will also be noted that in this
case there was no comparison between the two school-years be~
ing studied., This was true becsuse necessary information
pertaining to this matter was not available for the sohool-
year 1929-1930, With regard to the point dealing with textis,
it will often be noted that the number of texts listed far
exceeds the number of schools teaching the course, This can
be accounted for by two facts, Msny schocls have more than
one text in certain subjects, and many schools, because of
rotation of subjects, have texts on hand which they are not
ueing during the particular year studled,

With this brief explanation and qualification the
study of the various subjects will begin.

Teble. I glves the per cent of schools teaching courses
in each of the social studies subjects during the school~years
being considered, The subjects ere arranged in the order of
thelir prominence during 1942-1943. The list of subjects here
given was taken from Hizh Sohool Report 4 of The State Depart-
ment of Public Instruction. Interpretations of the table by
subject will be made throughout the chapter.

Table II deels with the training of teschers of the
different social studies subjects and of the field in general,
Interpretations of this table will be made in the remainder
of this chapter.



TABLE I

PER CENT OF SCHOOLS TEACHING, AND PER CENT OF STUDENTS
ENRCLLED IN VARIOQUS SOCIAL STUDIES SUBJECTS IN MONTANA
HIGH SCHOCLS FOR THE SCHOCL YEARS

1929-30 end 1942-43

Per Cent of Yer Cent of
Subjects Sochools Teaching Gein Loss Students Enrolled Gain ILoss
1929-30 1942-43 1829-30 1942-43
U. S. History 78,3 78.8 Py l9.8 23,2 3.4
World History 70.5 72.1 1.6 16.3 17.9 1.8
Economics 57.1 31.8 25.5 B.6 4.4 4.2
Soclology 60.4 25.0 45.4 g.1 3.8 5.3
Social Studies 4.8 16.0 1il.4 l.4 5.8 4.2
Civies 14.8 12,3 2.5 2.3 1.3 1.0
American Problems 18.8 9.4 10.4 2.7 1.4 1.3
Ci tizenship 27.2 7.5 19.7 7.0 l.4 5.6
Ancient History 12.4 4,7 7.7 6.3 2.2 4.0
Med. & Mod. History 12.9 4,7 B.2 5.7 1.0 4.7
Vccationa 3}.05 4‘? 3606 4.9 102 3-?
Kontena History D 2.4 1.9 ol D .
International Relatiocns o 2.4 1.8 o1 3 2
Current History 9 1.9 1.0 5 Y 3 o1
Ilatin Am. History 0 9 9 «0 »1 o1
English History 8 9 2 | <l
Industrial History 7.8 5 73 1.2 1 l.1

It



EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS OF TEACHERS IN THE
SOCIAL STUDIES COURSES DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR

TABLE II

1942 and 1943

12

Per Cent rer Lent rer cent Number
Sub jects With less With With or
Than Minor Minore Ma jors Teachers

U. 8. History 9.8 54,0 36 42 174
World History 12.9 49 .0 38.1 155
Eeononmiocs 22,.4 53,2 25.4 67
Sociology 18.0 48,3 32,7 58
Social Studies 11.1 66.7 22,2 36
Civies 9.5 42,9 47 .6 21
Americen Problems 6.3 57.9 56,8 19
Citizenship 18.8 62.4 18.8 16
Ancient History 10.0 40,0 50.0 10
Med, & Mod, Hist. 11,1 33,3 55.6 9
Vocations 11.1 44,4 44.4 9
Montana History 33.3 3343 33.3 3
Internationsl Rel, 3343 6647 3
Current History 66,7 33.3 3
Latin Am. History 100.0 2
BEnglish History 100.0 2
Industrial Hist, 100,0 1l
Entire Social

Studies Field 13,1 52,2 34.7 588
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UNITED STATES HISTORY

As was the case in 1929-1930, United States history
is still the most frequently offered subject of the soecial
studies group. The per cent of schools teaching 3t has in=
creased by only 0.9%, from 78,3% to 79.2%, over the thirteen
year period being studied, This, in itself, is an insignifi-
cant change, However, the per cent of students taking the
course has inoreased 3.4% during the same period of tinme.

This indiocates that more students are now taking United States
history in the schools where it is offered, poscsibly because
more high school students are now staying in school until
their junior or senior yeear, when the course iz given., If

the plan of rotating subjlects is considered, it appears
possible thet the per cent of schools offering the subject
might approach 100. Thie is partiocularly interesting in view
of the fact that recent eritios have stated that Unlted 3States
history is the "neglected subject®l in American Schools.

The training of the teacher in the subject which he
teaches is always considered an important facter., Therefore,
it is interesting to note that in the school-year 1942-.1943
over one-third of the teachers of United States history in
Montana had me jors, and only 9.8% of them had less than a
minor. Meny of those with less than a minor were short only a

few oredits of being in that category. Information pertaining

18, R. Fraser, "Neglect of American History,"
Eduocation, 63:432-438, March, 1943.
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to teacher preperation was not available for the year 1920
1930, Therefore, there can be no comparison made from that
standpoint,
Fourteen different texts were listed as being used in
teaching United States history in Montana high Sechools., By
far the most usual of these, however, was Muzzey's A History

of Qur Country, which was being used in 109 schools., Next on

the list was Adams end Vannest's The Record of America, with
15 schools claiming the use of it., The publishing dates most

frequently given for texts used were 1936 and 1937, Twentye~
seven sohocls reported texts published at the former date and
thirty-three at the latter., However, the dates of publication
ranged from 1927 to 1943,

The long-time popularity of Muzzey's book is borne
out by the fect that it also oceupled the position of promi-
nence in the school-year 1929~1930, Moe? found 1t to be used
in 122 schools., The next most commonly used texts at that
date were West and Beard, with frequencies of 13 end 1l respec-
tively. These two texts, had, by 1942-1943, dropped to
seventh place in the table, each being listed by 5 schools,
No publishing dates were mentioned for the books used in 1929«
1930,

Summary:

1. Most of the secondary schools of Mentana are

2 Information on texts used in 1929-1930 end all
tables of texts used at that time ocame from a study conducted
by M. P. Moe, aa explained on p, 6 of this study.
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giving courses in United Statez history.

2, Most students at some time during their high school
careers take a ocourse in United States history.

3. The instruoctors teaching these oourses are, for the
most part, adequately prepared to cerry on their work.

4. The text books used are up-to-date, and there is a
great deal of uniformity of texts used throughout the state,

the same one being used in about 60% of the sohools,

TABLE III

TEXTS USED IN UNITED STATES HISTORY DURING THE
SCHOOL-YEAR 1929-1930

Number of
Texts Schools
Muzzey s ¢ & s e » 122
Wﬂst L] . [ ] » ] L ] L 3-3
Beard » . P . . . . 11
Elson . * » . P . . 5
Forman e & e e e o s 8
8 others (1 to 4 each) o s s 18

Total 174




TABLE IV

TEXTS USED IN UNITED STATES HISTORY DURING THE
SCHOOL~YEAR 1942-1943

Tubllshing ~ Frequency 1in Total
Author Title Company Publishing Dates Frequency
27 29 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43
Muzzey, A Hist, of Ginn l1 5 2 1 72521 417 1 911 S 109
Dur Countr,
Adams, Recor of Am. Scribnors 3 1 3 6 2 15
Carmon, Hist. Events Winston 9 9
In Chang. __Im .
Wirth, Dev. of Am. Am. Book 1 2 3 1 7
Bamm, Am. PeofIE Heath 1 5 6
Purcell, Am. on Ginn & 4 6
Beard, ﬁ'kf""“"i"'%% of Macmillan 3 1 1 5
i, %'!.le Allyn~-Becon 2 3 5
West, m, Peo - |
Faulkner, Zm., 1iS Harper Bros. 1 1 1 3
Hlst.” & People
Hamm, Unit Hlst. Heath 2 2
0! ﬂQ g'
Barker, Qur Nation Row-Peterson 1 1
Fish, Het. of U.S. Am. Book 1 1
Rughes, Making of Allyn- 1 1
. De Bacon
Yarbrough, Hist. of U.S. Laidlaw 1 1
Totals l1 1 7 4 81027 3321233 31612 5 171

9T
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WORLD HISTORY

Second in popularity among subjects of the social
studies group is world history, This was true for both 1929~
1930 and 1942-1943, The per cent of schools offering the
eourse has increased from 70,5 to 72,1 during the period bve-
tween the years studied, The per cent of students enrolled
has increased from 16.3 to 17,9, Neither of these changes, of
1.6% each, 1& great enough to merit consideration., Instead,
they tend to point out that the course enjoys approximately
the same position in the curricula of the various schools as
it did thirteen years ago. Again, the practice of rotating
subjects no doubt is used by many schools, and if this fact
were duly considered the per cents would possibly be inoreased
by an appreciable amount.

O0f the 155 teachers given as instructors of the course
in world history, 38.1% were history ma jors, 49% had a minor
in that field, and 12,9% hed less then a minor, Thus, about
87% of the teachers of world history in Montana high schools
for the school-year 1942-1943 had suffioient educational
preparastion for their work, For those who were not in that
category, the amount of oredits in preparation varied from none
to within a credit or two of a minor. The absence of data for
1929-1930 makes comparison impossible.

The texts used by the different schools varied consid-
erably, Nineteen of them were mentioned. Pahlow's book,

Man's Great Adventure wes muoh more frequently mentioned than
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were any of the others, 8ixty-one schools gave it as their
text. Two others, Heokel and Sigmen, On The Road to Civili-

zation and Hughes, The Making of Today's World, were each
claimed as the texts of nineteen different schools. Although

the publishing dates of the texts reported ranged from 1928
to 1942, nearly one-half of them were reported as having been
published from 1938 to 1940.

Comparison of texts in world history for the two dates
being studied reveals that a great change has taken place.
Robinson, Smith, & Breasted, the most commonly used book in
1929~1930, ranks only seventh in 1942-1943, and it shares that
place with two others. The two books which ranked second and
third at the earlier date, Elson and West, were fifth and
tenth respectively on the list for 1942-1943, Furthermore,
the popular texts for the latter date were not even mentioned
at the former date.

In comparing the results of this textbook study in
Montana with a similar one conducted by Gruis® in Iowa for
the school=year 1936-1937, an interesting fact presents it~
self, In the Iowa study Pahlow, the number one book in
Montana for 1942-1943, was the most popular text. Robinson,
Smith, & Breasted, the most commonly used book in Montana
for 19291930, ranked second in Jowa schools.

3 ¢. B. Gruis, op. cit.



Sunmery:

1, Almost all of the high schools of Montana give

ocourses in world history either annually or on alternating

years,

2. Judging from the per cent of students enrolled, an
overwhelming majority of them take this course at some time.
3. Teaohers of the subject are as well qualified

educationally as are those of most other subjects,.

4. Although there is little uniformity of texts, those

used are of relatively recent publication.

TABLE V
TEXTS USED IN WORLD HISTORY DURING THE SCHOOL-YEAR

1929-1930

“Wumber of

Texts Sohools
Robinson, Smith, and Breasted . . . 51
Elson . . . . ™ - . ° 30
West . . » . . . . . 25
Webster e & 8 ¢ e o s @ 22
Hayes and Mool , + o« ¢ + o o @ 9
Myers s &+ a2 s & & s @ )
Barnard and Roardbard ¢ e & e » 2

Total 148




TABLE VI
TEXTS USED IN WORLD HISTORY DURING THE SCHOOL-YEAR 1942~1943

Publlshing “Frequency 1n — Total
Author Title Company Publishing Dates Fre-
28 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42quency
Pahlow, Man's Great Adv., Ginn 8 3 1 1 24 18 6 61
Heckel, O0n Road %o Civ. Winston 1 3 14 1 19
Hughes, ﬁorki ? of ‘X‘aﬁx'a Allyn~Bac. 2 2 3 4 3 2 3 19
Hayes, World Histor Macmillan 3 1l 4 1 2 3 14
Elson, EEE imes & pPast Am. Book 3 2 1l 1l 7
Schapiro, TIV . I:'ﬁro@ Houghton 1 3 2 1 7
Becker, Stor Silver-B. 1 1 2 4
Perkins, Han's Iav. iv. Rend-Mc, 3 1 4
Robinson, Gur °“T§§mx Ginn 4 4
% Yestsr
Webster, World Civ, Heath 2 1 3
West, World Frogress Allyn-B., 1 2 3
Capen, Zoross The gs Am. Book 1l 1l 2
Webster, Hist. of nd Heath 2 2
Beard, ¥aking of Am, Civ. Macmillan 1 1
Carmen, st, gurrents Winston 1 1
in Eg_a#hxg Am.
Greenan, ’ﬂ"i £ In world MeGraw 1 1
Hstory

Rogers, Story of Rations Holt 1 )
Rugg, 3orI§ z Ginn 1l 1l
Urech, uries Heath. . 1 1
Totals 3 1 211 314 9 712 31 21 2335 711 155

oz
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ECONOMI CS

Eoonomics was being taught in considerabdbly fewer
Montena high sohools during the schoolesyear 1942~1943 then in
the 19239-1930 term., The per cent had dropped from 57.l1 to
3l.6. The per cent of students enrolled in the sudbjeet re~
duced from 8,6 to 4.4 during the same period. In spite of
this noticeable deoline in popularity, it still held shird
place in the list of social studies subjects given and
fourth place in enrollment in those subjects.

The teachers of economics were more poorly trained
than those of any other subject studied. Over one-fifth of
them did not have minors in the subject. One~fourth had
ma jors, and slightly over one-half had minors. These figures
are rather significant in view of the fact that a large num-
ber of teachers, 67, is being considered.

Twenty-four different texts were listed in the 1942«
1943 report. Of these the most commonly used was Goodman,
Economics in Everyday Life. Sixteen schools listed 1it.

Three books, Dodd, Introduction to Economics; Janzen, Every-

day Eoonouios; and Shields, Consumer Egonomic Problems were

named by ten schools each. Thirteen of the remaining twenty
were listed by only one or two schools each. All of the
popular texts of the earlier date, Thompson, Ely and Wicker,
Fay, Fairchild, and Carver, had dropped to positions of
relative unimportance by the later date.

Dates of publication for the various texts spread
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from 1924 to 1942. The one most frequently given was 1938,
More than one~half of all the books being used in the state
were published during or later than 1938,

Summary:

1, Eoonomiocs is not being offered in as many Montana
high schools now as was the case thirteen years ago.

2. A large number of students still take the course,
but the number has decreased considerably.

3. Teachers of economies, asa a group, apparently are
not as well trained as are those of other subjects in the
social studies field.

4. No uniformity as to texts exists, but most of those

used are fairly recent publications.

TABLE VII
TEXTS USED IN ECCNOMICS DURING THE SCHOOL-YEAR
19298-1930
Wumber of
Texts Schools
Thompson e & e & s e+ e 30
Ely and Wicker . .+ « « o o+ o 20
Fay « s e s e s e 15
Falrchi ld « » L ] » [ ] . * 13
Carver . . . . . . » 12
12 others (1 to S each) « + « & 35

Total 125




TABLE VIII
TEXTS USED IN ECONOMICS DURING THE SCHOOL-YEAR 1942-1943

Publishing Frequenoy in Total
Author Title Company Fublishing Dates Fre-
24 209 31 32 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 quenoy
Goodman, %§%g. in Everyday Ginn is ls
e
Dodad, Intro. Econ. So. West. 4 6 10
Janzen, Everyday keon. Silver-B. 1 3 2 3 1 10
Shields, Con., ?con. Frab. So. West. 3 7 10
Beighey, Econ. & Bus. 0D Winston 8 8
Fairehild, Eksenﬁfhls cf"ﬁgbn. Am. Book 11 1 3 )
Fay, Elements of Boon. Macmillen 5 1 )
Smi th, Econ,.; intro., Fund. McGraw-H. 1 1 1 2 5
blems

Herschkowitz, Mod. Econ. Mocmillan 3 1 4
Hughes, Fund, of Eoon. Allyn-B, 3 3
carver, El. of Econ. Ginn 1 1 2
Corbett, Hodern Econ. Maocmillen 2 2
Faubel, Prin. of Eoon. Harcourt 2 \ 2
Klein, Econ aﬁf’ Trob. Lyons-C, 1 1 2
Patterson, Am. Koonomics Meemillan 2 2
Thompson, El. Economios Sanborn 1 1 2
Bohlman, Our Econ. Prob. Hea th 1 1
Colby, Econ. Geog. Ginn 1 1
Ely, EL. of Econ. Macmillan 1 1
Klein, ﬂbd,“ﬁhen. Prob. Lyons-C. 1 1
Lutz, Tntro. to Econ. Row-F, 1 1
Trui tt, Prin. of Eeon. Oxford 1 1
Zutavern, EE&. Inva stigatea Rowe 1l i
Totals 1 1 3 9 4 816 530 215 4 3 97

ee



24
SQCIOLO

Sociology, & subject whioh i8 often taught alternately
with economies, 18 now being taught in considerably fewer
high aehoois than 1t formerly wes. It was being given in only
254 of the high schools in 1942-1943, as oompared with 60.4%
in 1929-1930, The per cent of atudents enrolled indicates an
even greater loss, At the earlier date 9.1% of all the stu-
dents in Montana high schools were enrolled in the subject.
That per cent had dropped to 3.8 by the later date. At that,
it still held fifth place in enrollment.

As was true with eoonomios, the teachers of sociology,
in general, were not well prepared for their work., lLess than
one~third had majors, and less than one-half had minors.
Nearly one-~fifth 414 not have minors, This would not mean s0
much if it were not that fifty~eight teachers were inoluded
in this group. Therefore, eleven teaohers of the subject did
not have minors in the field in which they were teaching.

Although fourteen different texts were listed, three
of them appeared to be far more commonly used than any of the
others, In fact, about 70% of the schools listed one of these
as the text used. These three were Gavian and Gray, Qur
Changing Socisl Order; lLendis and Landis, Social Living; and
Ellwood, Soecial Problems and Soclology. Msny of the texts

listed in 19291930 were still being used at the later date,
although they did not hold the same positions of prominence
as they previously had., Only one, Ellwood, was found among



25
the three most popular. The publishing dates veried from 1924
to 1942 with 1938 being given most frequently. Nearly 60%
of the books being used had been published in 1938 or later,

Summary :

1. Many high schools have disecontinued offering a
course in sociology.

2, Enrollment has deoreased in proportion to the
decline in schools offering the sub jeot,.

3. Teachers of the subject, as a whole, are not
sufficiently well prepared for teaching the subject.

4, There is a fair smount of uniformity in texts
used by the various schools of the state.

TABLE IX
TEXTS USED IN SOCIOLOGY DURING THE SCHOOL~YBAR

1929-1930

Number of

Texts Sehools
mlmﬂ [ ] * » £ ] * * - [ ] 65
To‘nﬁ . » * ] L ] * L ] » lg
Patterson e & & o & s & = 16
1t 5} llette . . . . . . » . 8
?1 m&, * L] L] [ ) L ] L) » [ ] v
aos a * L J » » [ ] * » - 5
8 others {1 or 5 each) ¢« a o ® 7

Total 127




TABLE X

TEXTS USED IN SOCIOLOGY DURING THE SCHOCL-YEAR

1942-1943
Publishing Frequency 1n Total
Author Title Company Publishing Dates Frequency
24 28 32 34 35 37 38 30 41 42
Gavian, Qur Changing Social Hea th 186 112 1 1 31
Order
landis, Boeial Livin Ginn 22 6 1 29
Ellwood, Soolal Problems and Am. Book 2 1 2 2 4 1 iz
%eio}lo%g
Ross, udiments of Soe. Bruce Pub. 3 4 7
Bogsrdus, Social Life and Silver-~B. 4 4
Persona
Patterson, asmericaen Social Prob. Macmillan 1l 3 4
Towne, Soclal rrobiems Macmillan 2 2 4
Beach, Scelal Froblems and Seribner 3 3
Scciolgg v
Landis, Our Changing Socisety Ginn 2 2
Cole, School 50010106, Allyn-B. 1 1
Finney, Blementary o m’faia Sanborn l 1l
Quinn, Institutions of _LKE Lippincott 1 1
cial Wor
Quinn, Living ITn the Soecial Lippincott 1 1
or
Rugg, Boclal Seience Series Ginn 1 1
Totals 2 1 224 7 5281511 6 101

92
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SOCIAL STUDIES

The subject which gained most in popularity during the
thirteen-year period from 1929-1930 to 19421943 was social
studies, This was true from both the standpoints of schools
giving 1t and of students enrolled. The per cent of schools
teaching the course had more than tripled, having inereased
from 4.6% to 16%, The per cent of students enrolled had in-
creased from 1.4% to 5,6%. This indicates that the course
18 not only being taught in more schools but is also popular
with the students.

Teachers of social studies seemed to be about as well
prepared as those of other subjects in the social studies
field., Almost 90% had either minors or majors in history.
The rest veried in preparation from very little to nearly a
minor.

The texts for social studies were not listed. Prob-
ably the reasson for this wes that no spasce on the report
blank was devoted to that subjeet. It is probable that some
of the texts used were listed under other headings. waaver;
1t would be difficult to recognize these, and no degree of

acouracy could be sssured by such a method,

Summary:
1. The course, socisl studies, is growing in
popularity more rapidly then any other in the soolisl science

group.
2, It 18 no doubt taking the place of many of the
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social science subjects whioh are being dropped from the list
of subjects given by Montana high schools,

3. Teachers of the subject are fairly well prepared

for their work, so far as subject matter is concerned.

CIVICS

The per ocent of schools teaching civies has dropped
from 14.8 to 12,3, and the per cent of students enrolled has
declined from 2,3 to 1.3 during the thirteen~year period under
consideration., This shows that the number of students taking
the course 1is reducing at & more rapld rate than is the number
of sehools offering it. The oclasses in this subject, where it
is offered, are usually small,

Teachers were shown to be about as well trained for
this as they were for the average subject in the social studies
group., Less than 10% of them lacked a minor in the field,

The ma jority had na jors.

Magruder's American Government was the text used by

more then three-fourths of the schools in 1942-1943. It was
el8o by far the most populaer text in 1¢29-1230, 1In all,
eleven bocks were listed for the subject during the later
school year, The publishing dates of these texts ranged from
1921 to 1943, with more given as 1942 than as any other date.
Over one-third of the texts being used were published during
or after 1940.
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Summary:

l. Courses in civics are being given In fewer Montana
high sehools now than was the case thirteen years ago.

2. Few students are enrolled in the civies courses
which are offered,

3. Teachers of the subject are sufficiently well pre-
pared, generally speaking.

4, The texts are relatively recent and are fairly

uniform throughout the state.

TABLE XI
TEXTS USED IN CIVICS DURING THE SCHOOL~YEAR
1929~1830
Humber of
Texts | Schools
mgr\lder . » . . . . . o2
Ashley e o e+ s o e a 19
Forman o * s & e & @ 8
Reed L « » L & L ] [ ) 5
12 others (1 to 3 each) . . . 21

Total 143




TABLE XII

TEXTS USED IN CIVICS DURING THE SCHOOL~YEAR
1942-~1943

¥réquency 1n Total
Publishing Dates Fre-
21 28 29 32 34 35 3& 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 gqueneoy

Publishing

Author Title Company

Megruder, Ameriocan Allyn-B, l1 3 4 5 3 6 510 913 4 63
’ Government
Renne, Wontana Cltizen St. Pub. 6 1l 7
Hill EEmmunItf and  Ginn 2 6
’ OC e vies
Bughes Anerican Allyn-B. 4
’ Government
Garner, our Government Am. Book 1 1
Hamm, The Am. ?eogle Heath 1
Hughes, Communi t Y. Allyn-B. 1l
Hughes, Civle Training Allyn-B. 1 1
Lopp, Titizen and Silver-B. 1
His Cov'®.
Rugg, introduction Ginn 1
gg_é%, Gov't.
Steinberg, Jur Chanzin Lippincott 1l
" Bovernment
Totals l1 5§ 1 2 4 8 9 9 8 511 913 4 87
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AMERICAN PROBLEMS

Although the subject called Americen Problems still
holds seventh place on the list of social studies subjects
offered in Montana high schools, its importance has rapidly
declined during the time-period being considered in this study.
In 1942-1943 it was taught in less than one-half as many
schools as in 1929.1930., The decrease in schools giving it
was from 19.8% to 9.4%. Only 1.4% of the high school students
of Montana were enrolled in the course in the latter schoole
year as compared with 2.7% at the earlier date,

The teachers of the course were well prepared in sub-
ject-matter., OFf the nineteen listed nearly 37% had ma jors
and nearly 58% had minors in history. Only one teacher had
less than a minor.

There seemed to be a great variety of texts in use,
Sixteen were listed., The most frequently mentioned of these

was Hughes, Problems of American Demcerascy. Nine schools

apparently use it, Next was Kidger, Problems of Ameriean

Democracy, used by six schools., Hughes was likewise the most
popular text in 1929-1930., However, Williamson, the book whioch
ranked second at that time shared sixth place with two other
books in 1942-1943,

Publishing dates for the texts mentioned varied from
1919 to 1943, The one most often given was 1940, Three-
fourths of the books used were published in 1937 or later.
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Summary:

l, American problems, often called problems of
Ameriocan demoecracy, 1s being taught in far fewer schools than
was formerly the case,

2. Few students ere taking the course in the schoolse
in which it 18 offered.

3. The teaohers of the course are well trained.

4., The texts are relatively new, but there is a wide

variety of them being used,

TABLE XIII

TEXTS USED IN AMERICAN PROBLENS DURING THE
SCHOOL-Y®AR 1929~-1930

Number of
vTexts Schools
m&hﬁs L L4 » » » . L] 21
Willismson s e+ 4 e e o » 16
Morehouse and 3rahsnm .« o+ .« i
3 others (1 or 2 each) « s u 5

Total 49




TABLE XIV
TEXTS USED IN AMERICAN PROBLEMS DURING THE SCHOOL-YEAR

1942-1943
Publisking ¥requenoy in Total
Author Title Company Publishing Dates Fre-
19 25 33 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 quency
Rughes, Problems of Am. Allyn-B. 3 2 1 2 1 9
Demooracy
Kidger, oblems of Am. Ginn 6
nocrac
Magruder, American Gov't. Allyn-B. S
Patterson, Prob. In Am. Dem. Maomillan 5
Greenan, Everyday Prob. In Hog%:ton« 3
Am. Demoerac Mifflin
Adams, Record of America Scribner 2
Hughes, Today's Problems Allyn-B. 2
Williamson, Prob. of Am. Dem. Heath 2
Bacon, Pur LiTe Toda Little-B. 1
Ellwood, Scc. and Mod. Soc. Am. Book 1
Prob.,
Fincher, Demcoracy at wWork Winston 1l
Keohane, Government in Harcourt 1
Action
Muzzey, American History Ginn 1
Houghton, Realltles of Am. Macmillan 1
Government
Russell, e Meaning of Dem. Macmillan 1 1
walker, Am. Dem. & Change = Seribner 1 1
Totals 1 2 1 5 3 3 8 110 3 4 1 42

ee



CITIZENSHIP

The number of schools teaching citizenship has de-
clined between the school-years 1929-1930 and 1942-1943. At
the earlier date 1t was given by 27.2% of the high schools in
Montana, By the later date 1t was taught in only 7.5% of
those schools, The per cent of students enrolled has declined
at a similar rate, having dropped from 7.0% to 1.4% over the
same period of time,

Nearly one«fifth of the instructors listed as teach-
ing the subject have less than a minor in the field of social
studieas. The same amount have ma jors, and the rest have
minors. The indiecation here is that citizenship might be a
subject which i8 assigned to the teacher whose program will
best acoommodate 1t, rather than to the one who is best pre-
pared to teach it,

The variety of texts used is great. Eighteen books
are listed, The most widely used one is Hughes, Building
Citizenship. It was given as the text in sixteen schools.
None of the other seventeen are used in more than three
schools, Hill, which was by far the most popular in 1929-1930,
was being used in only two schools in 1942-1943, Hughes
ranked second at the earlier date.

The publishing dates of the texts mentioned varied
from 1929 to 1943, The two dates most often given were 1536
and 1940, each having a freguency of seven. Nearly three-
fourths of these books were published during or after 1937,



Summary:

l, The teaching of citizenship has been discontinued
in many Montana high schools,

2. Few students are taking the course.

3. Teachers are not particularly well prepared for
their work in the subject.

4. A great variety of texts on the subject is in
use in the high schools of the state,

5. The publication dates of the texis used average a
" 1ittle eerlier than those of some used in other subjects of

the social science group.

TABLE XV

TEXTS USED IN CITIZENSHIF DURING THE
SCHOOL~YEAR 1929-1¢30

Kumber or
Texts Schools
Hi ll * * - * L d * » 41
Hughes s & & . « 11
m&rsh& ll » . . . » ° . 8
Edmonson and Dodd e s e e 6
3 others 1 each o+ + .+ + . 3

Total 69




TABLE XVI
TEXTS USED IN CITIZENSHIFP DURING THE SCHOOL-YEAR 1942-1943

' Yublishing ¥requendy in Total
Author Title Company Publishing Dates Fre~
28 33 34 35 36 37 38 I9 40 41 42 43 gqueney
Hughes, Building Citizen- Allyn-B. 1 2 2 2 1 2 3 1 1 1 ie
shi '
Crawford, Iiving Your Life Heath 3 3
Magruder, Amsr ean ﬁS ¥, Allyn-~B. 2 1l 3
Blough, . 0 Tit. Laldlaw & 2
Bill, mm & Vbc. Civ.Ginn 1 1l 2
Lopp, s Govit.  Silver-B. 2 2
Shively, YocatTonal Trob. McCormi ok 2 2
Abbot, ntane Govit. B. Gazette 1l 1
Anstice, Am, Cltizen 1 1
Arnold, Bul 1ding oOur Life Row~P, 1 1
Broocme, Jur Demoeracy Macmillan 1l 1l
Capen, ﬁx worfﬁ E %h Am. Book 1 1l
rid
Hill, a The Life & Work of Ginn 1 1
zen
Houghton, Eealiiies of Am. Macmillan 1 1
GSV‘?

Magruder, Gov't. Lippincott 1l 1l
Quinn, ing 1n the Soc. Lippincott 1 1
Renne, ﬁonfana Citizen St. Pub. 1l 1l
Turkington, Your countrx‘& Mine Ginn 1 1
1 1 2 1 7 6 4 4 7 4 1 3 41
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ANCIENT HISTORY

Ancient history is apparently a dying subject as far
as Montana high schools are concerned, O0nly 4.7% of the
schools give it now, whereas it was offered in 12.4% of the
schools in 1929-1930., At the present time the course enjoys
its greatest popularity in the paroohial schools. The number
of students taking ancient history has dropped proportionally
with the decline of 1ts importaence in the currioculum. This
change probably does not mean thet no ancient history is be-
ing taught now but that i1t is being included in subjects of
a broader scope, such as world history and the general social
studies courses.

There were only ten instructors listed as teaching
anocient history. Of these 90% had elther majors or minors in
history, and only one did not have a minor. Therefore, the
indication is that teachers of the subject are sulfficiently
prepared for their work.

Seven different texts were listed as being used in

1942-1943, Of these the one which oeocurred with the greatest

frequenoy was Betten, Ancient and Medieval History. The most
popular book in 1929-1930, Robinson and Breasted, shared sec-
ond place on the list for the latter date. As would be

expected, many of these texts have very old publication dates,

More were listed for 1928 than for eny other year. However,

they ranged from 1926 to 1943, indiceting that some new books
on the subject are still being bought by the high schools,



Summary:

l. Ancient history is being replaced in Montana high
schools by other asubjects.

2, Very few students now take courses in ancient
history.

3. Teachers of the subjeoct are well prepared.

4, The texts used, for the most part, are older, but
there are some very recent ones also in use,

S, Ancient history is still quite widely taught in

parochial schools because of i1ts connection with religion.

TABLE XVII

TEXTS USED IN ANCIENT HISTORY DURING THE
SCHOOL-YEAR 19291930

' Number of
Texts Sehoocls
Robinson and Breasted . . . o . 13
West » . . » - . . . . . 6
5 others (1 to 3 each e & s 10

Total 29




TABLE XVIII
TEXTS USED IN ANCIENT HISTORY DURING THE SCHOOL~YEAR

1942-1943
' Publishing Frequenoy 1n “Total
Author Title Company Publishing Dates Frequency
7 16 28 29 33 37 38 38 41 43
Betten, Ancient and Medieval Allyn-Bacon 4 1l 5
W stor
Megoffin, Anclent and Medieval Silver- 3 3
gtor Burdett
Robinson, History of Civilization Ginn 1 1 1 3
FarToat Miotory
Myers, nelen sior Ginn 2 2
Hughes, Makin of Today's Allyn~Bacon 1 1
Worlid
Muzzey, The American People Ginn 1 1
Webster, Earl Enrogean Heath 1l 1l
History
Totals 2 4 1 1 1 2 3 11 16

6g
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MEDIEVAL AND MODERN HISTORY

Medieval and modern history seems to fall into the
same category as does ancient history. It also is disappear-
ing from the high school ourricule of the state, In fact, in
the thirteen-year period between the two dates considered in
this study the prominence of medievel and modern history in
the high school ourriocula of the state has declined at a more
rapid rate than has that of ancient history. The per cent of
schools giving the subject has declined from 12,9 to 4.7,
while the per cent of students taking it has fallen from 5.7
to 1.0, The oourse is most frequently offered in large
schools where a wider choice of subjects is possible, Prob-
ably much of the material formerly taught in this subject is
now included in other social studies courses,

All teachers listed, except one, had either minors or
ma jors in history, However, that one teacher represented
11.1% of those engeged, since only nine were reported.,

A wide variety of texts 1s evidently used throughout
the state. Of the ten listed, no one bock was used in more
than four schools, The one mecat cormuonly used in 1642-~1943

was found to be Hayes and Moon, Mcdern and Medieval History.

This book was not even given in the 1929-13530 list., At that
time Robinson and Breasted led all others, but now only one
school claims it as the text. The publishing dates vary from
1919 to 1940, and the greatest number fall in the 1837 column,
More than one«half of the books used were published during or
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since 1937, Three publishing dates were given as 1940, there-
by showing that some schools have recently bought new texts on

the sub ject.,

Summary:

l, Very few of the publie schools now offer courses
in medieval and modern history.

2, A very small per cent of the students take the
course even in schools where it is offered,

3. Teachers of the subject are as well trained eas
those of other soclal studies courses,

4, The texts used are relatively new.,

5. The subject ig being incorporasted into more general
courses in scocial studies, but those which do offer it are now

chiefly the larger public schools and the parochial schools,

TABLE XIX

TEXTS USED IN MEDIEVAL AND MODERN HISTORY
DURING THE SCHOOL-YEAR 1928-1930

Number of
Texts Schools
Robinson and Breasted . . . .+ 17
West . . . » . . . . . 7
Betten . . . . . . . . . 5
Elson . . » . . . . . . 2
Myers » @& 5 e 3 e e+ s e 1

Total $:]




TABLE XX

TEXTS USED IN MEDIEVAL AND MODERN HISTORY
DURING THE SCHOOL~YEAR 1942-1943

Tublishing ¥requency 1in Total
Author Title Company Publishing Dates Frequenecy
19 28 32 34 35 37 38 39 40
Hayes, Modern and Medieval Allyn-RBacon 2 2 4
Eistog%
Betten, Ancient and Medieval Allyn-Bacon 2 1 3
Hstory
Webster, odern opean Civ., Heath 3 3
Betten, ern wor Ginn 1 X 2
Beard, History of Ginn 1 2
EIviI%zdifon, Qur
Own A
Becker, Hodern History Silver-B. 1 1
Kaufmann, Hodern Europe Allyn-Bacon 1 1
Magoffin, Anclent and Medieval Silver=-B. 1
Histor
Robinson, Hlstory of Europe, Ginn 1 1l
Our Own Times
West, ¥odern rrogress Allyn-Bacon 1 1
Totals 1 21 2 2 4 3 1 3 1g

v
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YOCATIONS

Vocations hes declined in importance more rapidly dur~
ing the thirteen-year period under consideration than any
other one subject except industriel history. The per cent of
schools teaching it dropped from 31.3 to 4.7 during that time,
From the standpoint of enrocllment the decline was less rapid,
the per cent having fallen from 4.9 to l.2 during the same
period.

Although the teachers of this course sre not great in
number, they apperently have good educational qualifications,
One of the nine listed did not have a minor in the field, Of
the others, half had ma jors and half had minors.

Fourteen different texts were listed, but the most

popular of these was Brewer, Qocupations, being mentioned by

twelve schools, Bliss, Personality and School shared second

place with Smith and Blough, Planning A Career., Each had e

frequency of four, It is noteworthy that of the five popular
texts of 1929-1930, Gowin, Wheatly and Brewer, Hill, Hughes,
Lyon, and Gates, only one appeared on the list for the later
date., That was Gowin, reported by only one school, However,
Brewer, the author of the popular text now, was co-author of
the popular text at the earlier date. TFublishing dates are
scattered from 1923 to 1940. The date most frequently given
is 1936, Three~fourths of the texts used were published in
1936 or later.



Sumary:

l. Vocations courses are taught in fewer Montana high
scheols now than in 1929-1930.

2. Enrollment in this subject, where it is taught, is
apparently fairly high, because per cent of enrollment has
not dropped proportionally to per cent of schools giving the
gourse.,

3+ Teachers of the subject seem to be fairly well
trained,

4. The texts are not as uniform as in some subjects,

and they are not quite as recent as might be desired,

TABLE XXI
TEXTS USED IN VOCATIONS DURING THE SCHOOL~YEAR
19291930
Wumber of
Texts Sehools
Gowin, Wheatly and Brewer . .« .+ . 53
m ll L) { 2 L L ] » [ ] . » » . 5
Hughes . . . . . . @ . . . 3
Ly on . . . . . . P * . . -
Ga tes ] . » L] - ] - » L ] . 2
4 others 1 each « o s = s e @ 4

é
8
o)

69




TABLE XXII

TEXTS USED IN VOCATIONS DURING THE SCHOOL-YEAR

19421943
» PubIlshIng ~¥requency 1n Total
Author Title Company Publishing Dates Fre-
— 23 28 29 31 32 36 37 38 39 40 quency
Brewer, Qcoupstiona Ginn 1 i g 1l iz
Bliss, Fersonallty and School  Allyn-Bacon 4 4
Smi th, Planning A Career Am. Book 4 4
Proctor, Vooations Houghton-, 1 1 11 4
Holbrook, Voeations and Schonl Allyn~Bacon 3 3
Myers, Planning Your Future MeGrew-Hi1ll 2 2
Arpold,  Bullding Our rife Row-Peter- 1
Together son
Beighey, conomic and Business Winston 1l 1
riunities
Brisec, 3 % ore Salesmanshi Prentice-~H. 1 1l
Davis, nce For Y oufg Ginn 1l i
Bastburn, Planning Your Lite Seribners 1
Edmonson, ceupations ugh Mecmillan i 1
Problems
Gowin, ﬁccugﬂcms Ginn 1 1 %
Richert, etallin ineiples Gregg Pub.
and ?ﬁeéi ces
Zutovern, The Business of Life Comm. Text- 1l i
Book Co.
Totals 2 1 1 2 213 2 8 2 5 38

1424
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MONTANA HISTORY

Very little history of the state is being taught at
the high school level. Perhaps the chief reason for this is
that the elementary schools have long taught Montana history
in the eighth grade. Because of this faet it is likely that
most schools feel it unnecessary or unprofitable to repeat the
course at high sohool level, However, the per cent of high
schools teaching the subject 1s on the inorease, In 1942-1943
the per cent was 2.4 as compared to 0.5 in 1929-1930, The per
cent of students teking it had, during the same period of
time, changed from 0.1 to 0.3, indicating thaet the increase in
the number of students taking the course is not keeping pace
with that of sochools teaching it.

The teachers of Montana history were apparently not
all listed, but of the three mentioned one di& not have a
minor in history, one had s minor, and the other had a ma jor.
This i3 not a good average,

Four texts are mentioned as being used, Of these

Abbott, Montana in the Making, is the commonly used one, be-

ing listed by 75% of the schools concerned, It is possidle
that in some cases the text for this course was reported by
schools actually using it in the elementary grades. This
would secount for the great difference between the number of
high schools giving the subject and the texts reported.

S8ince no list of texts used in 1920-1930 was made for Montana

history, no comparison is possible,
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The publishing dates range from 1924 to 1942, but the

date occuring most often is 1938, Three~fourths of the books
reported were published during or later than 1837,

Summary:

1., The teaching of Montana history at the high school
level is increasing, but still few schools give the course.

2., Very few students take the course, even in schools
where it is offered,

3. Teachers are not as well prepared as they should
be for teaching the subject.

4, The texts are mostly of recent publication.

TABLE XXIII

TEXTS USED IN MONTANA HISTORY DURING THE
SCHOOL-YEAR 1942~1943

' Publishing Frequenoy 1in Total
Author Title Company Publishing Dates Fre-
_ 24 31 34 37 38 39 42 quency
Abbott, Montana in Billlings 3 2 3 310 21
The Making Gazette
Renne, ¥on tana St. Pub, 1 3 4
zen Co.
Burlingame, The Hont. St. Pub, 2
Frontier Co.
Hamilton, The Gov't. Allyn-B. 1l 1

of Mont.

Totals l1 3 3 6 310 2 =28




IRTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

International relations, although it still does not
oceupy en important position on the list of subjects offered
in Montena high schools, is now being taught in 2,4% of them,
as compared to 0,5% in 1929«1930. The per cent of students
teking the course hes not inoreased at such a great rate,
however. It is interesting to note here that exactly the same
change had taken place in the status of Montana history as in
international relations.

Only a few teachers of the subject were listed, but
all of them had elther a minor or s msjor in the field of
history.

0f the two texts mentioned, Magruder'’s National

Government and International Relations was the more commonly

used. Bmery's Background of World Affairs was listed by one

schocl., The pudlishing dates were from 1939 to 1942,'the most
common one being 1942, The texts for the earlier date were

not listed,

Summary :

1. International relations has, during the past thire
teen years, risen to a place of greater importance among high
school subjects offered.

2. A rather small number of students take the coursse.

3. Teachers of the subject are well prepsred for their

work,
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4, Texts are new, snd the same one is used guite

generally throughout the state,

TABLE XXIV

TEXTS USED IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS DURING THE
SCHOOL-YEAR 1942-~1943

Publishing Frequency in Total
Author Title Company  Publishing Dates Fre-
, 39 40 41 42 quency

Magruder, HNationsl Gov't. Allyn~B, 3 1 1 3 8
& International
Relations
Enery, ckground of Forld 1 1
or airs Book Co.
Totals 3 1 1 4 9

CURRENT HISTORY

Although ourrent history was being taught in more
schools in 1942-1243, less students were taking the course
than in 1629-1830, This would indicate that students do not
attach as much importence to it as do their elders who declde
what 18 to be taught.

The teachers of the subject were all listed as having
el ther minors or majors in history. There were, of course,

no texts given. Bach school indicated that a variety of
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ocurrent literzture was used,

Summary:

1. More schools are teaching eurrent history now than
d4id so thirteen years ago.

2, Fewer students are tsking the course in the schools

where it is offered.

LATIN AMERICAN HISTORY

Iatin American history ie apparently a new subject in
the high schocls of Meontana, It has probably come in as a
result of the more friendly reletions between the United
Btates and the South Americen countries, In 1929-1930 1t was
not offered in eny high scheols of Montane, but in 1942-1943
1t appeared on the curricula of 0.9% of the sehocls. A4 very
few students were teking the course, hovever.

The two instructors listed as teschins the course
both had minors in history.

The two texts listed were Webster and Hussey, History
gghLatiﬁ Ameriocs and Goetz, Hslf A Hemisphere, They were

published in 1941 and 1943 respectively,

Summary:

l, latin American history, as a high school subject,
is still seldom offered,

2, Very few students are enrolled in the course in

schools where it ias teught,
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3. The few teachers of the subject are well qualified

educationally.
4. The texts used are of recent publication.

TABLE XXV

TEXTS USED IN LATIN AMERICAN HISTORY DURING THE
SCHOOL~YEAR 1942-1943

Publishing  Frequency in Total
Author Title Company  Publishing Dates Fre-
41 43 quency
Webater History of Heath 2 e
' Istinfum
Goetz, Half & Harcourt, 1 1
Heml sphere Brace
Totals 2 1l 3

ENGLISH HISTORY

In regard to the per cent of schools offering the
course, BEnglish history has the same importance in Montana
high schools as it had in 1929-.1930, However, the per cent
of students taking the course has dropped from 0.2 to 0.1l in
that length of time, The two teachers listed for the subject
both had minors in history. In nelther case was the text

reported.
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Summary:
1. English history is a subjeot which is apparently
passing from the curricula of Montana high aschools,
2, Its popularity among the students evidently is
declining almost to the vanishing point,

INDUSTRIAL HISTORY

The teaching of industrial history as a subject seems
to have been almost completely discontinued in Montana high
schools. In the school-year 1929-1930 it was taught in 7.8%
of the schools, In 1942-1943 there was only one school which
reported 1t as a subject offered, and 1t gave no information

as to the text used,

TABLE XXVI

TEXTS USED IN INDUSTRIAL HISTORY DURING THE
SCHOOL~YEAR 19291930

, Number of
Texts Schools
Wells . » . . . . . . . 2
088004 .« o« o ¢ &+ o & o o 1

Total 3
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An attempt will at this point be made to call atten-
tion to the wvarious trends whioch were made evident by the

survey:

1. United States history is the most popular of all
social studies subjects offered in Montana high schools,

2. The separate history courses such as industrial
history, medieval and modern history, ancient history, and
English history are being replaced by such courses as world
history and social studies.

9. Courses tending %o develop ideas of world citizen-
ship, such as international relztions, Latin American history,
and current history are being given more frequently now.

4. Citizenship and vocations are being offered much
less frequently than they formerly were, with social studies
and guidance programs taking their respective places,

5. Economies and sociology, although they still ocecupy
positions of prominence among the subjects taught, are losing
prominence in the high schools of Montana.

6. More history of the state is being taught at the
high school level than was previously taught.

7. The general course called soocial studies is
rapidly attaining a place of importance in the high schools of
Montana.

8, 4 much smaller per cent of the high school students
of the state were enrolled in social studies courses during

the school year 1942-1943 than were enrolled in these courses



during 1929-1930.

9, About one~-eighth of the teachers in the soeial
studies field do not have the credits required for a teaching
minor in the field,



CHAPTER III1
NATION-WIDE INVESTIGATIONS OF HISTORY TEACHING

In order to broaden the scope of this survey it is
necessary to look into some of the current nation~wide trends.
Since the study is primarily concerned with the teaching of
history, such investigations or studies as those carried on
by The New York Times under the supervision of Hugh Russell
?raserl and the survey ocarried on by the Committee on American
History in Schools and Colleges, directed by Edgar B, Wesleyg
are of considerable value from the standpoint of comparison.
Therefore, this chapter of the study will deal with such
nation-wide investigations, for the purpose of comparing the
findings in Montana with those in the nation at large.

Although certain individuals and groups of individuals
had for some time insisted that more United States history
should be taught in the colleges of the country, no one had
gone to the trouble of finding out just how meny eollege stu-
dents of the United States were studying the history of their
country., It was the desire for such data which caused The

New York Times to carry on its original survey on the subjeoct,

1 H. R. Fraser, Chairman of the Committee on American
History, "American History Test by 7,000 Students in 36
Colleges," (reprinted from The New York Times Sunday, April 4,
1943 by Meomillan Co., New York, 1943.)

2 Edgar B. Wesley, Director of Commi ttee, Ameriocan
History in Schools and Goileges, The Maomillan Company, New
York, 1944, '
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0f the 890 eolleges responding to the questionnaire, the per
cent requiring United States history for admission was 28,
while the per cent requiring 1t for the undergraduate degree
was 18, Thus, there was a chance for a large per cent of the
students to go through both high school and college without
having had a course in United States history. It was found
that only 64% of the schools required United States history
for those majoring in government, 44% for those ma joring in
economics, and 36% for those ma jJoring in sociology. Yet,
when asked if United States history should be compulsory for
all students, 69% of the asolleges answered yes.

On June 21, 1942, The New York Times came out with an
article by Fine,” stating that 82% of the ocolleges of the
country did not require the study of United States history
and presenting a table® showing the results of the survey.
Few people realized at that time the seriousness of the ocone
troversy or the boundless eamount of interest which it was
destined to arouse, Such a study would at any time stir up
a considerable amount of disocussion pro and con, but coming,
as it did, at a time of nationel emergency the results were
greatly magnified, Three days after the original article had
made its appearance numerous letters %o the editor were be-~

ing printed in The New York Times on this subjeot, Some

3 Benjamin Fine, "U. S, History is Not Required in
82% of Colleges," The New York Times, June 21, 1942, p. 1.

4 See Table XXVII on page 57.




TABLE XXVIXI
RESULTS OF THE NEW YORK TIMES SURVEY ON COLLECE STUDY

OF UNITED S8TATES HISTORY

, SCHOOLS
UESTI ON Publie Private Denominational Total
Undergraduates e ¢ o o 312,101 158,114 117,339 587,554
Undergraduates in all histery e o e 80 813 44 634 41 348 166,845
Undergraduates in U. S. histcry s . 38 545 13 948 13,535 54,826
S8ize of freshman elass ., . « . s 96,095 é? 752 34,328 180 175
Freshmen in U, S. history aourses o o 8,855 3 164 3, 342 15 061
Is U, S. history required for admission
to college? Yes e o e e 78 34 59 171
Ko . o s 113 127 1985 435
Percentage Yes . 41 21 23 as
Is U, S, history required for under-
graduate degree? Yes s o & s 60 26 41 127
Ne . . 138 177 239 554
Peroentage Yea o = 30 13 15 18
Is U. S. history reguired for students
ma joring in:
Government Yes . . . . 89 54 125 64% 268
No « s+ o e 58 43 50 151
Beonomics Yes . . o 71 43 78 44% 192
No e o e e 75 66 106 247
Sociology Yes o o o . 60 29 65 36% 154
Neo e o o e 80 71 ii8 269
Should U. 8. history be mmde compulsory?
Yes o ¢ e » 144 8l 129 354
Ko ¢ o e+ » 37 65 80 lé2g
Percentage Yes . . 80 55 68 69
Total number of colleges responding . . lge8 200 293 690

Ay
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spoke highly of the survey and the conolusions drawn there-
from; some demanded thet laws immediately be passed to make
the study of United States history compulsory in all colleges;
some looked upon the survey as incomplete and the conclusions
drawn as uunfair; and some urged that further study be carried
on,

Articles on the subjec§ appeared regularly in The New

York Times and in a few other papers and magazines., The chiefl
argunent against the teaching of more United States history

in eclleges seemed to be that the subject had been sufficient-
ly covered at lower levels of education and that it was already
pretty well known. Finally it was dscided that one way %o
discover the significance of the findings was to give a test.
This test, or questionnsire, was prepared under the super-
vision of Hugh Russell Fraser, Chsirmen of the Committee on
American History and Dr, Allan Nevins, Professor of American
History at Columbia University. It wes given to 7,000 college
freshmen representing 36 colleges.

Institutions which participated in the survey in-

cluded:

Boston University, Brooklyn College, Bucknell, City
College, University of Cincinnati, Colgate, College of
Good Counsel, Dartmouth, George Washington University,
Hunter, Illincis Institute of Technology, Indiena
University, Kansas University, Kentucky University,
Marquette, Maryland University, Massachusetts State
College, Mount Holyoke, New York University, North
Carolina University, Pennsylvanie State College,
Penngylvania University, Pittsburgh University, Rens-
selaer Polytechnic Institute, Rhode Island State College,

Smith College, Texas University, Tulane, Virginia
University, Washington University, Washington State
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College, Central Washington College of Education, Eastern
!nahinsﬁon College of E&neatiog, Western Reserve, William
and Mary, and Yeshiva College.
While the questions were being prepared, the test be-
ing administered, and the results being compiled, there was s
comparative lull in writlné on the subject. However, when The
New York Times for April 4, 1943, presented the summary of re-
sults, the controversy started anew and in deadly earnest.
It was found that the freshmen tested bhad done very poorly.
The next day and for some time following, the New
York Times carried statements by prominent people in all walks
of 1ife, Most or.tham expressed surprise and alarm at the
results, but a few discounted the signifiocance of the whole
matter, Certain Senators took up the fight and even consid-
ered "introduction of a resolution calling for an inquiry into
means by which the Federal Government can promote better in-
struction of history in the schools."® Many pecple insisted
that there "ought to be a law" requiring United States history
in high schools. Certain individuals seized upon this oppore
tunity to oriticize the "social studies extremists".? It
was stated that "the tragedy really began in 1924 in Denver,
Colorado, when the Superintendent of Schools, acting on

5 Ben jamin Fine, "“Ignorance of U, S8, History Showmn
by gollage Freshmen," The New York Times, April 4, 1943,
Pe < o

6 Benjemin Fine, "Senators Deplore Student Ignorance
of Nation's History," The New York Times, April 4, 1943, p. 1.

7 1v14., p. 1.
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suggestions from Teachers! College, Columbia University, moved
to substitute a course in social sclence for the then-existing
courses in American history and geography."e

In due time teachers of history and their supporters
recuperated from the shock of the original atteck and started
writing articles in defense of their positions and in oriti-
cism of the test which had ocaused the whole situation. By
this time early enthusiasm and excitement had worn itself out,
and a great many people dropped the matter. It was then that
the lines becams sharply drawn, the opposing sides dug in, and
the heavy artillery took over to pound each other's lines with

barreges of articles., The weekly mageazine, School and

Society, became the chief battlefield, but other periodicals
occasionally presented views on the subject. At the present
date the controversy is still continuing. However, the dis-
cussion has, by now, been so thorough that the matter has
deteriorated to the extent that it is little more than person-
al bickering between individuals and groups of individuals,
It is with the previously mentioned test, given by
The New York Times, that this phase of the study is chiefly
concerned., This test was glven to 392 freshumen entering four
different units of the Greater University of Montana in the
autumn quarter of 1943, These young people represented high
schools from all parts of Montana, Each was asked whether

or not he or she had previously seen the test. When the

8 Ivid., p. 13
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answer was yes, the test conocerned was not considered in the
study, There were fifteen thus eliminated., Methods used in
oalculating results were sueh as to permit comparison with
those obtained from the original testing, The per cent of
correct answers for each question was figured., Then, in
tabulated form, comparisons were made with those obtained when
The New York Times conducted the original study.®

It will be noted that the Montana group did not do as
well as d4id the naticnal group on naming the thirteen original
states, That probably ean be accounted for by the fact that
many of the students taking the original test were from one
or another of these states, Thus they would have given more
attention to the matter during their former school daya.

For some reason the Montana students did exceedingly
well on question 2, concerning place geography. It might be
that the schools of the state teach more geography of this
type than is the generel practice of most schools in the United
States. Since the cities mentioned are pretty well scattered
throughout the netion, it is not likely that geographical
locations played any significant role in causing these differ-~
ences,

In gquestions 3 and 4, pertaining to eivies, the
Montana freshmen did not do so well in comparison. Although
the differences of three and four per cent are not highly
significant, yet they indicate a less than average knowledge

9 See Table XXVIII on pages 62 through 67.



TABLE XXVIII

ITEM ANALYSIS OF THE NEW YORK TIMES

AMERICAN HISTORY TEST

62

Montana College Freshmen Compared with Freshmen from
Thirty-Six Colleges Throughout the United States

Groan (87] _ arbar (7.800
, - TOU : rou 4 00(¢
QRUESTION "'EBTE % . g—l
Right Right Right Right
1, Name the thirteen original
States. 10 3 445 6
2. On what prineipal body of
water are the following
cities located: .
a, Cleveland 71 19 1,465 21
b. St. Louis 211 56 2,058 29
¢. Cincinnati 201 53 1,561 a2
d. Portland, Ore. 132 35 1,082 15
&. Memphis 128 34 1,141 16
£, Milwaukee 28 25 1,311 19
3. Name two of the apecifiec
powers granted to the
Congress by the Consti-
tution of the United
States. 155 4) 3,008 44
4, Name four of the fifteen
specific freedoms
guaranteed to the
individual in the Bill
of Rights 1556 41 3,122 45




TABLE XXVIII

(Continued)

63

QUESTIOR

Vontana

Rational

arou

group (377)
Qe %
Right Right

0.
Right

7,000
Right

5, Identify at least two of
the contributions of the
following famous Ameriocans
%o the political, economic
or social development of
the United States:

a,
b.
C.
d.

Abrahem Lincoln
Thomas Jefferson
Andrew Jackson
Theodore Roosevelt

64 17
39 10
91 24

1,556
1,126

842
1,313

22
16
1z
19

6. Put in their proper sequence:

a 1,
3.
4,

b 1.
2,

Election of William
Henry Harrison
Jackson's war on the
Bank of U. 3,

Proclamation of
Monroe Doctrine
Depression or panie
of 1837

War with Spain

Passage of Homestead
Act

Inauguration of
Theodore Roosevelt
Civil service reform

Dred Soott deeision
Mexiocan War
Comproni se of 1850
Nullification Act

The Boy Scout move-
ment

First social settle-
ment houses

Transcendentalism

The first women's
colleges

15 4

14 4

1,189

713

419

345

17

10
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TABLE XXVIII (Continued)

Montana National
Group (377) Group (7,000

O i 0.
Right Riggt Right Right

QUESTION

7. Neme the home State of the
following men during their
political prominence:

John C, Calhoun 33 9 1,421 20
Andrew Jackson 8l 21 1,079 15
John Quiney Adams 90 24 1,118 18
Daniel Webster 65 17 1,441 21
Thomas Hart Benton 3 1l 74 1
James K. Polk 14 4 214 3
Henry Clay 30 8 669 10
Mark Hanna 11 3 225 3
William H. Seward 42 11 1,007 14
Grover Cleveland 50 13 1,210 17

8, What was the Nullification
Aot of South Carolina and
how was the controversy

resulting settled? 7 2 453 6
9. After each of the following,

write what he was

prinecipally famous as:
Charles W. Eliot 24 6 614 9
John D, Rockefeller 275 73 4,935 71
Jay Cookse 15 4 344 5
¥illiam James 56 15 642 9
Francis Parkmen 84 28 720 10
Carl Schurz 17 4] 294 4
James G. Blaine 47 12 864 14
walt Whitman 306 81 4,083 59
Henry Thoreau 240 64 1,159 16
John Burroughs 80 24 809 12
James J, Hill 140 37 671 10
Nioholas Biddle 22 & 452 6
Alexander Hamilton 199 53 3, 360 48
Roger Taney 20 5 551 8
De Witt Clinton 38 8 1,183 17
Eli Whitney 362 96 4,738 68

Jay Gould 81 21 1,202 17
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TABLE XXVIII (Continued)

aroan (877)  Greas 17 000
Tou Toup Y

Ko. % No, %"l
Right Right  Right Right

QUESTION

9. (Continued)

Henry Ward Beecher 121 32 597 9
Alexander H, Stephens 20 ) 111 2
Roger Williams 154 41 1,450 20
10, Who was President of the
United States during:
l. The War of 1812 25 7 918 13
2., Mexican War 39 10 910 13
3. Civil War 342 21 5,295 75
4. Spanish-Americen War 35 9 1,027 15
5. World war I 328 86 4,923 70
1l. What were the two prinecipal
nationalities to migrate
from Europe to the United
States between 1845 and
18607 47 12 969 14
12, Name the Presidents of the
United States who were
assassinated,
1, Garfield 112 30 1,734 25
2, Lincoln 370 g8 4,870 69
3., MoKinley 138 37 2,145 31
13, Identify:
Henry L. Stimson 223 59 4,475 64
Jesse Jones 49 13 3,831 46
Sumner Welles 111 29 3,263 46
Normen Thomas 83 17 2,891 40
George C. Marshall 146 39 3,532 50
James F., Byrnes 29 8 2,659 38
Sam Rayburn 148 39 2,896 40
Carter Glass 74 20 2,125 30
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TABLE XXVIII (Continued)
Hontana National
QUESTION Grggp (52%) Gmggg 17.090)
Right Right Right Right
14. What has heen the tra-
ditional American poliocy
toward China? 139 37 1,050 15
15, When was the Homestead
Aot Passed? 16 4 287 4
Before the passage of the
Homestead Aot what was
the minimum price per acre
of Pederal public lands
80ld at auction®? 4 1 109 2
16. Name three prominent
figures 1dentified wi th
rallroad history in the
United States. 15 4 472 7
17. Neme any two prominent
figures connected with the
growth of trusts and
monopolies in the United
States. 80 21 1,435 20
18, With what inventions are
the following names
connected:
1. Robert Fulton 339 20 4,239 60
2, Elias Howe 231 61 3,436 49
3. El1 Whitney 350 93 5,131 73
4. S. F. B, Morse 262 69 4,061 58
5. George Westinghouse 16 4 797 11
6. Alexander Grahem Bell 565 87 4,372 60
7. Charlez Goodyear 2565 68 4,089 58
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TABLE XXVIII (Continued)

¥Mon tana National
QUESTION _Group (377 Group (7,000

O O
Right Right  Right Right

19, Name two areas added to
the United States by
purchese, and from what
nations did we aoquire
them? 188 50 1,472 20

20, Rame the following:

A prominent figure,

not now living,

connected with the

organization of

labor in the United

States, 28 7 881 14

One such figure

connected with the

movenment for women's

rights. a7 7 928 13

21, Whioch was the first
United 8tates census in
whieh reilway mlleage
could have been reported? 8 2 128 2

22, Beginning with Massachu~
setts, name the eleven
States in their
geographical order from
north to south. 2 1l 198 3
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of the matters dealt with.

The Montana group compared favorably with the national
group in the identification of certain famous Americans. They
seemed, as did the others, to know less about Andrew Jackson
than they d4id adbout any of the other three.

Question 6 asks that ocertain events be put in their
proper sequence. At this both groups d4id poorly, but the
Montana students made & much poorer showing than did the
netional group., Possibly this 18 an indication that less date
memorizing goes on in schools of this state.,

The average results on questions 7 and 8, naming home
states of men and identifying famous individuals were not
noticeably different, The few differences which do appear
¢an probably be atiributed to geographiceal locations of
schools concerned.

Although neither group knew much about the Nullifica-
tion Aet of South Carolins, the Montana group rated lower than
d4id the other. Again geographical locations of schools might
play a minor part, but the complete educational implications
-are difficult to discover. It depends to a large extent on
what is considered important in history.

A considerably larger per cent of Montana students
knew who were presidents during the Civil War and during World
War I, but less knew about the other wars mentioned. This
fact would lead to the conolusion that these wars stand out
more in the minds of the students than do the others, The

same faot was notioeadble in the national group but not to so
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great an extent.

In naming principal nationalities to migrate to the
United States between 1845 and 1880 neither group did very
well, but there was no appreciable amount of difference be-
tween the two.

The Montana students did considerably better in naming
the presidents who were assassinated, What that indicates, if
anything, is diffioult to decids,

On question 13, which deals with identification of
currently important individuals, the Montana students were
consistently lower than the other group., The logical c¢onclu-
sion here is that there is less teaching of current events in
the schools of this state than in most schools throughout the
nation, This conclusion is borne out by the survey of courses
taught in Montana high schools., Only 1.9% of these schools
were teaching current history during the school-year 1942w
1943,

There were no signifiecant differences in the results
obtained on questions concerning the Homestead Act, railroad
history, and monopolies,

On the question dealing with inventions and inventors
the Montana group, generally speaking, rated far above the
other., Here, again, the cause of the difference is not easy
to ascertain.

As to the question on territories purchased by the
United States, the Montana students expressed far greater en-

lightenment, Thus, it i8 indicated that students of Montana
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schools get a more complete study of the territorial expansion
of the United States. This might be because the subject is of
importaence in studying the background of their own state,

In matters pertaining to the organization of labor and
movements for woman suffrage the state group did not compare
80 well with the national group.

On the guestion concerning the earliest railroad
mileage in the United States both groups did, as would be ex-
pected, very poorly. However, the percentage was the same,

The last question dealt with the geography of the
Fast Coast, and although both groups did very poorly, the
state group rated somewhat lower than did the national group.
Again, geographieal locationa of schools, no doubt, played an
important part,

Although it is an extremely difficult task to summa-
rize the impllcations of this comparison of results, yet it
might be said that Montana ocollege freshmen compared favorably
with college freshmen from other parts of the United States in
most phases of the test, They did, however, tend toward weak-
ness in matters pertaining to civies, chronological history,
and current events. The two of these which might be important
enough to Jjustify some amount of concern are civics and
current events, On the other hand, the superior showing in
other pheses of the test might overshadow any such deficiencies.
It must also be borne in mind at all times that there are many
weaknesses in this test and that it 18 being used in this
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case only as a means of comparison between two groups of
gollege freshmen and not as an authentic diagnostic instru-
ment.,

Such a study as this, where the teaching of history
is being surveyed, would be neither complete nor up to date
if some attention were not given to the recent study made by
the Committee on American History in Schools and Gclleges.lo
In this study another test was used. However, it was admin-
istered to several different types of groups, rather than to
a large number of individuals all at the same educational
level., The groupe inoluded were high school students,
military students, social studies teachers, persons from Who's
Who, and selected adults. The test, which is asctually a
"Pest of Understanding of United States Bistory",ll consists
of sixty~five items of the multiple~choice type. In each case
there are four options, one of which is clearly the best,
Some of the gquestions may be answered by the recalling of
specific facts, but many require the drawing of comparisons,
the making of interpretations, the analysis of causes and re~
sults, the reading of maps, and the interpretation of pice
torial materials., Thus there is a sharp contrast between this
test and the one given by The New York Times, which required

in most questions a definite knowledge of specific facts.

10 Edgar B. Wesley, Director of Committee, American
Histor§ %% Schools and Colleges, The Macmillan Company, New
orK, 1Y) »

11 1vid., p. 4
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However, due to copyright restrictions, it is not possible to
reproduce the item analysisl® of the test just mentioned,

Nevertheless, there are other phases of the study
which bear mentioning, By investigating (1) state laws,
(2) regulations of state departments of education, (3) city
courses of study, and (4) conditions in selected areas,
states, and periods, it was found that "history is far from
the neglected subject 1t has been pictured to be,"13 The
report of the study shows that the teaching of United States
history is required in elementary schools efther by law of by
the State department of education in forty-five states and in
the high schools of forty-six states. Furthermore, "There is
overwhelming proof that United States history is taught three,
four, or five times in most school sysvams."l* 0f the
thirty-two selected states whose programs of study were in-
vestigated, Montans was among the only four states where the
teaching of United States history appeared at six different
levels of education.

Four conclusions as to the teaching of United States
history in the schools and colleges of the nation as evidenced
by the survey are presented:

(1) The number of courses in Americen history in the
schools and colleges at the present time is sufficient,

12 1bia., p. 126,

13 "Report on History in Schools," Christian Science
Monitor, January 29, 1944, p. 8.

14 1vi4., p. 9.
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If the results are unsatisfactory the remedy is not the
multiplioation of courses, The Committee, however, sees
no cause for discouragement over either the enrocllment
or the results,

{(2) ZEnrollment in American history ocourses in
elementary and junior high school approaches 100 per sent
of the students in attendance.

(3) Enrollment in American history courses in
senior high school is so high that the Commi ttee sees
no need to urge any change in programs at this level,

(4) The percentage of college students who study

American history is amalli The Committee believes
that it should be raised,1d

The Committee on American History in Schools and
Colleges conecluded its report with a number of reoommendations
as to (1) American history courses in schools and colleges,
(2) content of American history courses, (3) training of
social studies teachers, end (4) American history in relation
to soclety. Since this study is more concerned with the
ccurses offered than any of the other points, only the recom-
mendations found under that heading will be mentioned here:

(1) Every pupil should study American history on
at least three grade levels,

(2) Teaehers of American history at every level
from the grades to the graduate school should
cooperate to determine the content of American history
eourses., No one group should assume the whole
responsibility,

(3) American history is now tsught with sufficient
frequency. Improvement in quality rather than in-
erease in quantity should be the ma jor concern of
educators and the publio.

(4) History should be taught with a full awareness

18 Wesley, op. oit., p. 43
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of i1ts relations to other subjects, especially to the
other scecial studies,

(5) Instruction in the soocial studies ocannot be
successful without the constant use of the library.
The Committee therefore urges social studies teachers
to demand adequate libraries. The budget for social
studies books should at least equal the annual
expenditure for equipment for physics, chemistry, and
the other sciences,

(6) The primary obligation of the college teacher
of history is to present his subject in an interest-
ing and stimuleting manner. ®We believe in the value
of research and publication, but we deplore any
tendency to stress research at the expense of good
teaching,18

In this phase of the study there has been an attempt

to bring out present trends end policies in the teaching of
United States history. S8pecial emphasis has been put upon
the controversy currently existing among those interested in
the subjeet, At all times the attempt has been made to ocom~
pare nation-wide trends with those in the state of Montana.
Although it is always dangerous to generalize, it seems that,
for the most psrt, Montana schools compere favorably with
those of the nation in courses offered in United States
history and Montans students compare favorably with those of

the nation in test results,

16 1pia., p. 118 and 119.



CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY

This study was carried on for the purpose of deter-
mining the present status of history in the secondary schools
of Montana. Because of the close relationship of the various
subjects, this involved a similar oconsideration of all soecial
studies subjects., Then, The New York Times American History
Test was given to certain Montana College freshmen and the
results were compared with those obtained by the original
nation-wide testing. Next, the findings of the Committee on
American History in Schoeols and Colleges were considered. At
all times the aim was Yo bring out the implications for the
teaching of history in Montana high schools.

It seems that the findings of the entire survey could
be summed up in a few paragraphs:

The teaching of history in Montana high schools has
about as much importance attached to it as it has_ever had,
Judging by the number of courses taught and the number of
students enrolled., United States history is a very popular
ocourse, and it is likely that, 1f rotation of subjects in the
small schools were considered, the per cent of schools giving

it would approach 100. Rydalll found this to be true in

1 G. A. Rydell, "The Status of the Soocial Studies in
the Senior High Schools of the Second Class Cities of the
State of Kansas 1935-1936," (unpublished Master's thesis,
University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas, 1936).
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Kansas in 1935-1938, Thie is apparently the case in most
states of the United States, sinoe Wesley's® committee stated
that enrollment for United States history courses in high
schools throughout the nation was suffiocient to make 1t une
necessary to urge any change of program &t that level., 0f
the other history courses in Montana schools, world histery
18 by far the most popular, Thie seems to be the case in
other statea as well, For instance, Wocd® found that 91% of
the high schools in 2Alebama offered this course in 1937, Al
though the teaching of Montana history is on the increase,
not as meny high schools here teach state history as 4o in
some other atates, Alabams history, for instance, is offered
in 14% of the schools of that state, sccording to Woods,*
Such subjects as international relations, current history,
end Latin American history are being offered more frequently
than in the past.

A trend which is particularly noticeable in Montana
is the one toward offering a general course cslled social
studies which takes the place of many specific courses in that
group. This course has grown more rapidly in Montana high
schools than any other in the social studies field since 1929~

8 wesley, loc. oit., D. 43

3 ¢. C. Woods, "The Status of the Social Studies in
the Senior High Schools of Alabama, 1937," (unpublished
gnst?r's thesis, University of Alaﬁama, University, Alabama,

937).

4 rv14., p. 34
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1930. Many of the separate history oourses such as ancient
history, medieval and modern history, and English history are
apparently being replaced by world history.

A much smaller per cent of all the high school stu-
dents of the state was enrolled in some type of social studies
course in 1942-1943 than was in 1926-1930., In fact, the per
cent dropped from 86.1 to 64.7 during that time. This is
probably nothing to become alarmed about, however, in view of.
the fact that many new courses have been added to the currlcu-
Jum of the average high school in the past deocade. Perheps
many subjects have been similarly affected.

Most Montana high schools have relstively recent texte
books. In some subjeots there is a consideradbls amount of
uniformity of texts, but in others there is a great variety.
Some schools listed several extra books which were used for
reference work, Thayer? advocates this and warns against
using only one text,

Some of the teachers in the field have excellent
eduostional qualifioations, However, about one~-eighth of
them do not have teaching mincrs. This might be aceounted
for by the fact that there are many small high schools in the
state which heve difficulty in getting teachers who are
trained in all the subjects which they are required to teach.

Sv. 1. Thayer, Chairman of the Ccmmission on Seoond=-
ary Sechool Currieulum, Progressive Education Assoclation,
The Sooclel Studies in General Education, D. Appleton~Century
Tompany., Ihc., New York, 1940,
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Judging by results obtained from The New York Times
Amerioan History Test, Montana college freshmen compare
favorably in factual knowledge with students from other parts
of the United States, The Montana group rated higher than
the national group on 48,8% of the questions, the same on 6.1%
of them, and lower on 45.1% of them. If this is a fair com-
parison, the young people who graduate from Montana high
schools have apparently learned at least as much history as
the average student in the United States who 18 at the same
grade level,

Sinee this study, like most others, is limited in
scope, it seems appropriste at this time to suggest further
work which would logically follow. It would be well worth
while to conduct a study of texts in the social studies field
from the standpoint of presentation of subject matter,
Another survey could deal with methods of teaching being used
in this field and with grade levels at which the various sube
Jects are taught. lastly, 1t would be well 1f a study
similar to this one were made every ten to fifteen years for
the purpose of discovering new trends in the teaching of the
social studies subjects throughout the state,
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