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CHAPTER I
THE BEGIRNINGS OF RORWEGIAN EMIGRATION TC THE UHITED STATES

The pecple from Norway were the last of the Northern
European natlions to form settlements in the promising land
of the New World. Although these gecplc,ar%véftan gtvan
eredit for diéyvverzns America and wers aanj1¢¢rid the brav-
est seafarers, 1t was not entil toward the middle of the nine-
teenth ocentury that they began to migrate in considersble
dunbers.l |

lmar xam Norlie, Hiptory of the Nerwegian

. in America, (Hinneapo. s Pe 70
"Ling Christian IV in mis aont’an expedition
to find a northwest passage to Asla. The cap-
tain of this axpaﬁi&zon wag the Norweglan Jens
Kunk. He salled from Copenhagen Hay 9, 1619,
with two ships and 66 men. He entered Hudson
Bay and had to winter there at the mouth of the
- Churchill River. He took posssesion of the coun-
try and gave it the name of Nova Dania. But
slcknegs vislited them and sll died except Jens
¥unk and two of his crew, who returned to Noxr-

way Sept. 25, 1620. Hunk kept a diary which is

1n the Royal Library at Copenhagen.”
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Englishmen, Frenchmen, Germans, Swedes and the Dutdh
already had established settlements in America. Thers were
some people from Norway in the colonles, eapeclally Hew York,
but they came individually and not in ecollective bodiea to
form wt%hmema.e

Thers wers several reasons for this long delay. First,
the location of NHorway in the far north placged it out of the
paths of the great explorations and colonizing movements of
the countries farther gouth. A second reason for this delay
is that from 1450 till 1814, Rorway was under the authority

ing ﬁw Gelmi&l ?Moﬁ ar sm ths: began to

come. They 4id not come in collesctive bodles

as in the good old Viking Age. HNorway, belng

subject to Denmark, wasz not in a position to

enter the race with Spain, France, and ?&zglm

t0 come to Amerioca r:rst and azm the land.”
m%’a pe T1.

+ » « At Bethlehem, Pa., is a Horavian cemetery,
with a printed nat of burials during the 18th
century. Eine sut of the 2600 names are listed
”maﬂﬁmwt . o

m:; pe T2s "

Je Os Evijen's book, "Seandinavian Imsrmt-ﬁ
in New York 1630-1674", gives blographies of
thirty-four Swedes, ninety-sgeven Danes and fifty-
geven Norweglans who lived in Hew York during the
period. Among the Norweglans listed is Anneken
Hendricks, the firat wife of Jan Arentzen Vander
Bilt, the ancestor of the Vanderbllta. He mar-
ried her in New Amsterdam, Feb. 6, 1650. GShe
game from Bergen, Horways he was rm Utrechet,
Holland. They had three children.”
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and subjection of the Danes.’ During this perlod the youth
of the country were forced to take up arms against the
Swedes, and other able bodled men were hired-out ss mercen-
aries to foreign kings to fight in thelir arsles. Since the
eountry was drained of its best blood, Rorway becane power-
less, unprogreesive and dependent. Out of these ciroumstan-
ces comes the third reason for this delsy in emigration; the
lack of lsadere. Norway was practically destitute of men
who could take the initlative and bring about any new move-
menta. Such iIndividusls are necessary to draw the common
people out of thelr dalily established hablits of thought and
aotion.

In the first paft of the nineteenth cen&urﬁ vnéhvzha
Norwegian nation 4id regain itself and assumod 1ta virtual
independence in union with Sweden, a reaction took place.
The leaders thought primarily of rebuilding the fallen king-
dom. To leave the country was consldered traltorous. The
minlgters feared that the people under thelr charge would
journey acrcas the ocean and would lose thelr falth in the
iand of many sects, and for this reason they continually ad-

3C. 8. Torvend, Ear orwss _ tg
Canses, Gollcc%iens ef ?ha Sta&a ﬁintar&eal So0-
lety of ¥orth Dakota, {Eismarck, 1908), 7 vols.,
vol. 3., p. 311,
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viged and begged them %o remaln at hoa$.4 Such was the
national feeling and such were the conditions prevalling
in Norway shortly after 1814. But the people in gensral had
awakened to & self-realization as a nation and gradually had
taken ita destiny into thelr own hands.® Popular feeling
and public oplnion began to develop and to make itself fell.
Frospective migrants no longer needed s great nan to orga-
nize them and inspire them to take definite action. Thus,
gelf-inspired and self-determined, a few peagants and labor-
ars from southern Norway went out on an expedition to Amer-
icae. This first expedition, usually ealled the Sloop party,
23 men besides women and children, in all 52 &#rrnna&lart
thelir fatherland. There are several reasons for this and
subsequent migrations to America.

Fhen NHorway had rggaine& her virtual independence,
and the governzent machinery was put into motion, it was

4Lan1a Adamie, A N »
45), let sﬁitian, g. i
"In 1837 Bighop Jacob Neumarm, one of Norway'e
leading latheran clergymen, admonished the pop~
ulation not to be lured to America. He warned of
the dangerous voyage; he clited horrible examples
of what had befallen earlier emigrants; he drew
on the Bilble for ressons why Horweglans should
stay in NHorway. But he falled to 1a§rtas those
infected with rhat he condemned waas " the spirit
of restlessness.”

SGeorge T. Flom, A History ian Impigrati
the United States. (Towa City. 19@9§ =%
The Korweglans are tha moat diseaatented, ara

readieat for a ehnnge, are qulckest to try the
new, and it is they who most readily btreak the
bonds that bind them to thelr native countiry, who
most quickly adapt themselves to the conditions
here, and who most rapidly beocome Americanized."

{New York, 1944
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geen that the power was in the hands of the upper claes, and,
that comparatively few conirolled the land and the wealth of
the country. An aristocracy developed, a riglid ocaste aystem
became established, and the lower classes, especially the
pesasants, felt the encroachment upon their rights and liber-
tien.

In matters of religion, the Lutheran church was the
established state schurch. Another sect or bellef found in
Norway at this time was the Quakers. This bellef which was
founded by George Fox, an Znglishman, had gsined admittance
from England. A few Norweglians had been taken prisoners and
sent to England during the Napoleonic War (1807-14) and be-
fore they were released had been converted to this faith.
About ten or twelve Quaker familles were located in and about
Stavanger, a seaport of Southern Norway. A government proc-
lamation had been lssued granting them religlous freedom,
but etill, on acoount of thelr seeming eccentricitles, they
were gudjscted to wvariocus kinds of annoyance by the regular
elergy and the state officlals. They had to swear in courts
and undergo military discipline and in other ways their free-
dom to worship according to the dictates of thelr consclence



was interfered with.S

Among these Quaker famllies we find the first thought
of smigrating. They had recelved an impetus from thelir Zng-
lish brethren both in England and America. They began Ly
eirculating a subseription list in order to ralse a fund which
would be used for sending representatives to america to in-
veatigate the conditions and the possibility of establishing
& Borwegian ocolony. Eleng Peerson and kKnud Olgon Elde wers
sent to America in 1821.7 The first of these, Kleng Pesrson,
was a lover of sdventure. He had been in France, Germnany
and EZngland and had been taken prisoner by England during the

63&!’110, gdistory of the Norwegian People, p-. T7.
"« « «» It i true that in Norway, too, there was
some causse Tor religlous and politioal discontent.
The State Church in the 18th century had become
rationalistic and resented the getivities of plet-
lstic reformers like Hauge, and the sectarians
that began to get a footheld in Norway, as, for
instance, the Quakers. It 1g true that the lsad-
erg of the famous Sloop “Reataurationen” were
Quakers and that they looked for greater relig-
ious freedom in America than in Horway. B5till,
it must be noted that there were only ten (or
twelve) Juakers in Horway in 1825, and some of
these never emigrated at all. . . ."

TXendric Charles Babcock, T ymon

1, The United States, TiTinois, 1914), 12 vols.
va ’v}’ Ko }.' Ps 5+ ¢ "

"Keng Peerson, called also Kleg Federson and
Person Hesthammer."
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English attack upon Denmark in 1807.8 He was a second Jobn
Smith, who considered it Bis duty to enter the wild and unex-
plored reglona. To him is due at least in part the lwmpetus
given to Horwsglan emigration during the few years following.
He landed in New York where his companion dled afier
nearly a year's illness. Kleng Peerson worked at odd jobs
and journeyed on foot through New York, Pennsylvanis, and
other states. He 414 not forget his countrymen but came back
to Stavanger with a glorious account of America und ite pos~
8ibilities. Hews of hisg return spreed through the surrounding
éiuﬁriet and peopls from the towne and villages; peasants,
merchants and laborers came to hear the report from the Hew
¥orld. PFPeerson's enthusiasms inspired them all. The most
éarina and adventurous bought ﬁ sloop of 45 tons called “Res-

&y jnavian B “Qntr‘, Pe 25t

®His leaving higs home parish of Skjold near Stav-
anger, and hls emigration to the United States in
1821 in company with another Norweglan, are at-
tributed to motives ranging from & commission from
the Quakers to find a refuge for them in America,
to a desire to escsps the rich old widow whom he
married, and who was tired of supporting his in
idlensss. Cerialin 1t is that upon his retura to
Rorway in 1824, after three years of expsrience
in the New World, the gsentizent favoring emigra-
tion from Stavanger soon crystallized.”
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taurationen”, and,on July 4th, 1825, set out for Americs.’
Fifty-two people aabﬁrkaé on the sloop, and gtrange Lo say,
only four or five of these were Quakers, therefore, it ould
not have b&#a religlious motives slone which caused them to
leave the aauﬁtry.lg Furthermore, after their appearance
and gettlement in Amerioca, they did not establish & Quaker
colony. Their primsry motive was the same as has caused the

9a11en H. faton, Immigrant Gif
(ﬁw Y&X‘i{, 193 ¥ Pe g *
"Sorse-imerican Centennial, idinneapolis. The
Norse-American Centennial held in ¥inneapollis in
e sumner of 1925 celebrated the one-hundredth
anniversary of the landing of the “"Restaurationen®
a rarty-tect salling sloop bearing the first group
oif Norweglan immigrants to America from Stavanger,
Horway. There were fifty-two of them when they
departed on July 4th, and fifty-three when they
arrived at Hew York ninety-seven days later, a
girl bagby having been barn on the journey. . « "
Kanra&gﬁgreaviei, On New Shoreg, (Hew York, 1925},
The “"Restaurationen” was augmented on the way
the birth of & little girl, who dled only recentiy
F Y the widow of ﬁr. ¥hitmore, the Chicago publish~
ar.”

HABLOTY o SOryasisan 20PLe, P 1230
It has often bsen clalmed that zha whole party
was made up of Quakers, but such cannot have bean
the case, since thers wers not more than 10 or 12
Quakers in the whole country of Horway in 1825.
This sect has never made much naaéway in Horway.
"In 18&5, says Tverteraas in his "Stavanger, 1814-
1914," thage Quakers numbered S8 members and 107
sﬁherants. In 1920 the official census reported
only 88 Quakers in the whole land. It is suffio-
ignt to aay that this expsdition was started by
Quakers and under the leadership of Quakers.”
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the whole Norweglan migration. Kleng Peerson's glowing des-
sription had created a keen desire to better thair own con-
ditions and had arcused the old Viking spirit of sdventure.ll
These are the itwo malin reasons lor Horwegian emigration.

The first we may oall an economic cause and the second a
paychelogical one. But aside from these, Kleng Peerson him-
self might be considered a gause, for it is rather certain
that the above motives would not have had such immedlats re-
sults had 1t not been for this daring adventurer. Kleng
Peorson has rightly been styled the father of Séruugiﬁn emi-
gration. He was an ak§1§rur 9r.gr§i$ ability, and his sfforts
may to some extent account for the fact that today we find
nearly all the Forwegians in th& northwest.

On his first trip %o America, he had picked out Or-
leans County on the sghore of Lake Ontario in FNew York state

1omwan B. Herigstad, Norwegisn lmaigration, Collec-
tlons of The State Historical Socliety of Horth

Dakota, (Bliesmarck, 1908), 7 volas., vel. 2,

« 188. ‘
e?ha chief reason for this extensive emigration
is purely an economic one. Norway, by the very
nature of her ruzged majestic besuty, 1is too
eold, too barren and unyielding to afford her
children more than the barest of livings. Aand
nen gannot live on beauty alone. HNorway is yet
largely a farming country, and until industry
had reached another stage of development it
sust send away its surplus population.”
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a8 a suitable place for a Norweglan gettlement, and 1t was
to this place that the sloop party was golng. Kleng Peerson
himaelf was not on the sloop, however, dut he was there to.
mest them when they landed in Hew York on the 9th of Cctober,
1825.12 The sloop had lost its course and was on the oocsan
for fourteen weeks; meanwhile, Peerson had come over in
another ship.

The sloop party was now without money and food, but
through Pesrson's tireless efforts they were soon provided
with these and were finally settled at HKendall, in Orleans
 County, New York.}3 They suffered a great deal and often
longed for their old homes in Norway, but as tize went on,
they clearsd part of thelr land and raised crops of grain.
They became enthusiastic and wrote to thelr friends in Nor-
way. A fow began to emigrate, among them was GJert Gregovin-
ssen Hovland and family. Hovland was the first man from the
vioinity of Bergen. He left Norway mainly because he was
tired of the aristoeracy rale, and the casie system which
was common all over Norway. Hany of #r. Hovland's ocountry-

12nar00ct00k, Scapdinavian Zlepent, p. 22.
rheThe New York Evening Fost, Oct. 10, 1825. ‘“ar-
ruriw& last eyening %Qatnbar 9, 1825) Dsnien

bt S S S LD Sl U S — ——

Sloop Rﬁawrat.ien, kie}.lm, 9"{ days from ﬁona,y,
via Long Ialand Sound, 'nii;h iron to Boorman and
Johnson, 52 passengers.”

lk.maz Gjerset, Hiato 3f T yegian People, (Hew
Y@I‘k; 1915} 2 vo ﬂ', ?ﬂ‘}.t 1, p. 'r*- . :

"+« + « In November they reached their final des-
tination, Kendall, then called Nurray, in Orleans
County, Hew York, nhom the first Norweglan get-
tlement was founded.”

-
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men have come to America for the same reasson. The fact that
nearly all issigrants from Norway were peasants seems to in-
dicate this as one of the ressons for emigration. They wers
hungry laborers, indebted farmers or others who wished to
better their economie oconditions.l¥ Gjert Hoviand, in his
many wall written letters to Norway, boasted of the American
governzent, the egquality and liberty it granted in contrast
to Eorweglan aristocracy rule. These letters gave many an

1‘@@!’1&3; 14 B GL) O A RO L S 4250

e ﬁf ﬁart s;ﬁﬁifie ca&asa. and minor influ-

snces there have been s varying with time
and place. As, for exampls: Letters from rel-
atives and friendg in america, and a promige of
& Job at good pay; the visit ta Horway of Nor-
weglan-Americans and their colorful accounts of
Amerdca; the gtudy of geography and history; the
publication of dooks in America; the emigrant
pocleties and missions; the activity of steam-
ship tlcket agents and aub-agentis in selling
tickets; the introduction of machinery and stean
and electric power; the improved means of trans-
portation and communication; at times, the cut-
rate fares for steersge passengeras; the Homeatead
lawa; the dlscovery of gold; the hope of greater
freedom and better prospects in America; the de~
gire for adventure and the call of the far-away;
the assurance that they would find good neighbors
in America.”
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incentive to go to America.l>

A member of the sloop party, Knud Slagvig, went back
to Norway in 1834. He had been a farmer in Amsrica for ten
Years and told of his many personal experlences. He had no
idea of becoming an emligration agent, hut as a result of hls
visit, as weoll as Mr. Hovland's well composed letters, sev-
eral hundred emigrants came 1o America in 1836. These wers
not bound for the Kendall settlement as this had practically
been given up by this time. They wers all going to Illinols.

In 1833, the conditions in the Xendall settlement had
become unfavorable, the territory was overcrowded and there
was little opportunity for expansion. 9o in the spring of
that year, Kleng feerson, with two of his friends, set out
to explore the western cowntry. Feerson's companions aoon
gave up the expedition and hired dat to work Tor Tarmers.

15r1om, Histor) Pweglan ration
"Humerous lstterw were writLan ome pralsing
American laws and institutions, and setting
forth the opportunities hers offersed. These
letters were read and passed around to friends.
¥any who had relatives in Anerica uuuld travel
long ﬁ!staneaa to hear what the last “American-
letter” had to report. Among the esrly immi-
grants who 4id much in this way to promotle eml-
gration from thelr native dlatricts was Gjlert
Hovliand. He wrote many letters home pralsing
American institutions. Thege letters were transg
eribed and the eoples dlstributed far and wilde
in the Province of Bergen, ané a large nusber
were thus led to emigrate.®”
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He continued on hig jJjourney slone. According to his own
story, his travels took him through Ohlo, Indians, Illinois,
¥ichigan and part of ¥igconaln.

His ploturesque account of the fine meadows, thick
foreste and rich rolling prairies had a great effect upon the
Kendall colony. He had traveled over 2,000 miles on foot,
and had seen places much more favorably located than the Kene
dall region, spots more deautiful, more healthful and more -
produstive than any other in the land. 4s a direct result
of thla Journey, most of the people of Kandalllwent‘waat,
ag wvell as all tha=la£ar Horweglan immigkants. A colony was
establisbed in Illinols called the Fex River culauyf and
from this colony, as a stopping place for emigrants, colo-
nies were established throughout the whole Northwest. From
this time on emigrants came by the hundreds and thousands;
stories of luck #ad_graaggrisy gained wide publiecity in Nor-
way, and the Norweglan immigrantsz settled all over the north-
west.16 5o the Norweglans of today find themselves in their

16&1@reat, History of Norwegls Pagple, vols. 2, pp.
600-601. '
"In the April number of "Normandsforbundet"”
for 1913, ¥r. Gottenborg shows how the emigra-
tion to Amerlca until quite recently oconstantly
inereased, and how its rise and fall have de-
pended on economic conditions at home. "While
the number of emigrants in the peried 1836-1842
only reached a few hundred,” he writes, "“it
rose in 1843 to 1600, and has since not fallen
below 1000 a year. In 1846 the potato orop in

{ continued)
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present prosperity in this the richest part of America.l?

16 jerest, Hiptors People, vol. 2, pp.
600-601. : )
Rorwsay was poor, times were hard, grain prices
high, and economic conditions generally unfavore
&ble. For this resson emizration rose to 4000
or 5000, and this mmber remalned quite constant
with few exceptions from 1851 to 1865, though the
econocmic conditions improved . . .« . In 1866 em-
igration increased suddenly to 15,455 from 4,000
the year previous, owing chiefly to the closing
of the Civil ¥ar, which had hindered emlgration.
In the following years the number was i
reduced from 10,357 in 1873 to about 4,000 in
1874-1878, becauss of im.roved economic conditions,
extensive rallway construction, and other large
enterprises. But in the eighties snocther period
of hard timea came. HRallway construction ceased,
and the emigration reached a volume greater than
ever before. In 1882 the number rose to 23,804,
and during that whole decade it excesded 20,000
par year, except in 1884-1886 and 1889, when the
B ar-ial 15000 to 15,000 a year. The same con-
ditlions existed in the beginning of the ninetles.
In 1893 about 19,000 emigrated, but in 1894 the
nunber was reduced to 5,642 bocause of good times.
« + « In 1899 when the times again became hard,
the number rose again. In 1900 it reached 11,000,
in 1901 13,000; it soon increased to 20,000, and
in 1503 1t reached about 27,000. It remained
above 20,000 until 1907, but it dropped in 1908
to 8,500 because of hard times in America. In
1909 it rose again to 16,000 and in 1910 to al-
most 19,000, but dropped again in 1911 to about
12,000, and in 1912 to 9$,105." #r. Gottenborg
finds that in the period 1850-1911 707,986 per-
sons smigrated from Rorway."

17Herigstad, Norwegian Immisration, pP. 194.

"¥hen iinnesota and the Dakotas were opened up,
the Norweglans were among the first to cone in
and settle. In A900 about four-fifths of all
Horweglan immigrants lived in seven north central
states, that 1ls, ¥innesots, Welconsin, Iowa, Il-
linois, North Dakota, South Dakota and Hichigan.

(continued)
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A&W thm was & ﬁamsim colony in Texas
uiﬁmum mmmm;uu;xn
lags than one persent of the Eoy
‘Azmigrants, while the mﬁm states had
about nﬂ m
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CHAPTER II
THE BEGINNINGS OF NORWEGIAN EMIGRATION TO NORTH DAKOTA

To the land-hungry Norweglan ploneer of the seventics
and elghties the sesnmingly endless reachea of Dakota mirie
must have seaned as the fulfillment of his Mm for econ-
amic security, which to him was of great importance. The
Red River Valley, with ita mbeﬁamd streass, was &
region zﬁun,;r suited to the purposes of the sgrarian Norse-
man. 'zmy cane in by oxen and mm mat mé bx mz. lam,
flowing out on the Mﬂm er am mmr mmm
numberg nhsrtly sfter the nt&iiﬁat sattltﬂa xas aha& to ﬁhﬁa
was & farmerls parsdise. In the period from 1870 to the end
of the sentury, the Red River Valley became heavily populat-
el with iﬁ#ﬂsgim. The Sheyenne River Valley became "solide
ly Harﬁgim”, m James River reglon reoelved its gquots
of the settlera. Thousands of Horweglans went into the
Devilz Lake and House River reglons and westward sesking
land an§-uy§artaa£&y.z |

The Norweglan settlament of North Dakots came about
in the third and fourth stages of the ﬁoﬁeg};m sxpansion

’ c&aty or Korth Bakeu. scrth Bakeu mu«»
wrim Quarterly, Vol. V, Cotober, 1930-July,
1931. (Bismarak, 1908). "Pp. 14-25
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into the northwestsrn states. Excepting the coming of the
original group of Rorweglan immigrants to the Unlted States
in 1825 and their pettlement in western Rew York, the first
periocd of Horweglan gettlement in the United States degins
in 1834 and 1835 when the settlers in Orleans County, New
York, migrated to Illinois and founded the Fox River Coleny.2
From that time the northwestern states bscame the destina-
tion of the great majority of the Norweglan settlers. From
there they overflowed into ¥isconain and established settle-
wents. In the yeare 1839 and 1840 three very lmportant set-
tlements were made in southsrn snd southeastern ¥lsconain,
which were to become the centers of dispersion for ploneer

Norweglan settlements in Iowa, Hinnesota and the Dakotas.’

Z2Knut Cjerset, Himtory
York, 1915) l, s €
"« « » most of them sought nav hamza in the west-
ern states, especially in lLa Salle County, 1lli-
nois, where the gecond Norweglan gettlement was
founded at Fox River in 1834.7

32!‘13%*. p. 6O3.

In 1839 about forty emigrants formed a new pet-
tlement at Huskego, Wisconsin, the first Horweglan
settlement in that state. Already in 1845 plans
ware laid for the 9ub1ieatiea of a Norweglan newsg~
paper, and two years later “"Hordlyset”, published
by Even Hegg and James D. Reymert, began to appear
in the town of Horway, Racine County, in this set-

tlement. In 1844 the first Norweglan Luthsran
church was built by Rev. C. L. Clausen. In 1839
the first Horweglan settlers also appesred at Roock

Prairie, and in 1840 the great Norwegian settle-

§ent :z Kenhkuneng, Dmne County, Wisoonsin, was
ounded.
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Thege were the colonies known as Rock Prairle, Huskego and
Koshkonong. Generally speaking, the settlements in Wiscon-
gin and Illinols compose the first phase in the advance of
the Norweglan settlere into the northweatern states.

The opening of ¥innesota to setilement Dby the Sloux
Treaties of 1851, the great nusber of lmmigrants during the .
firfties, the reports as 1o the desirablility of lands west
of the Hississippl, and the exhaustion of immediately avail-
sble lands in the visinity of fellow NHorweglans, led to the
ploneering of northern Iowa and southeastern Minnesota, this
being the second phase of the northwestward push of the Ror-
weglan settlers. In the years from 1846 to the opening of
hogtilities by the Zloux in 1862, a large part of the land
received from the Indians in the Treaty of Traverse des Sloux
was settled.? The northern Iowa counties were penetrated and
the land to a ﬁanai&urﬁbln extent was taken up by Norwegians
in the years from 1846 to 1855.5 Suoh settlements as those
sbout Decorah in Winneghiek County, sabout St. aAnsgar in dltch-
ell County, and about Rerthré@ﬁ in Yorth County became cent-
ars from which Horweglans went to all parts of the northwest.

Mjareld B. Bri
York, 1940

“The treaty at ?rsxarsa de Sioux of 1851 provided
for the cession of the lands east of the Ked River
between Lake Traverse and the Buffalo River to the
United States."
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#innescts ultimately came to have the largest number of
Korweglans within her bordsers. In the period from the com~
ing of the earliest persanent settler about 1850 to the
opening of the Sloux war, two large sreas in southeastern
'Eiannsoéa were settled by Norweglana. One of these areas
extended westward from the Miassiseippl River along the lowa
boundary for a distance of about one hundred miles and in-
cluded the two southern tiers of Minnesota ocowrties. Cent-
ers of settlemént were in Fillmore, Houston and Nower Coun-
ties, and in soattered sreas throughout the countlies to the
westward as far as Brown, ¥atonwan and Jackson Countlies.
The Fillmore-Houston County reglon waa_sha\maﬁtvisgselx
settled and became the source of a large nﬁﬁﬁgr éryﬁarzh
Dakota ploneers.® The other large scutheastern Kinnen&ti’
area of Norweglen settlement was that known as the Goodhue
County settlement, ineluding alse parts of Rice and Dakota
Counties. This settlement, like the colonles farther south,
was alsc an important center of dispersion for Norweglan
pioneers in northwestern Minnesota and North Dakota.’

Several factora after 1865 led to the expansion of
the ﬁérunsians into western and northwestern ¥innesota and

ttiemant, p. 15.
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eastern Daxots.8 The greatly incrossed immigration, the
rapld sxpansion of the rsilroads, the Homestead Act, the ceg-
sation of Indian hostilities, the end of the Civil ¥ar, the
mﬁvitim of a newly created Minnesots State EBoard of Immi-
gration-~these and other factors brought about the rapid
sotilesent of the rich farsing lands in north-central Hilnne-
sota and in the Red River Valley.? From 1865 on, the gieat
¥innesota Park Reglon beosme one of the largest single areas
of Forweglan settlement in this country.® By 1870, the
movement arcesed the Fed River into northern Dakota and the

Snarth Dakota State Planning Board, Coagultant's Re-
w& ta ﬁntzml Km sm%gu, Popylatlo

:;* STir3m

?ﬁntem Horth Dakota was settled ﬁmt, for which
there are m&tu peverasl ressons. It is the
point of early exposure to westward moving popula~
tions. It had the advantages of the earlliest reg-

- ylar agencles of communication espéclally the
rallways. The eastern part of the State contalined
the best supply of streacs and timber and sn ox-
tenglve river muq of exceptionally rich and
easlly tilled soil.

9LeRoy R. Hiafen and Carl Coke Rister, ¥asler _
{Hew York, 1941) p. 525-536.
gzna & veéry interesting description of the 3loux
ATE

BoHGy P 16.
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settlement period began in that new territory.ll The fourth
period of expansion began in the late seventles, filling in
the Red River Valley.

To summarize the general movement of the Horwegian
setilsrs westward and northwestward, the pre~Civil ¥ar per-
1od saw the establisghment of Horweglan gettlements in Illi-
neis, Wisconsin, Iowa and southern Minnesota. By 1870 the
fringes of settlement touched the borders of North Dakota.
As the thirtles had been the period of early settlement in
illinois and Wisconsln, the fortles in Iawa, the fiftles
and sixties in MEinnesota, so the geventles wers the early
years of early settlement in North Dakeota. By 1880 the full
force of the westward mevement of Norweglan settlement came
upon North Dakota and 1n the suceeeding decades covered the
&arritoyy;aaé.azat&fxit& §¢r§a$1ana,

The Korweglan settlement in North Dakota was mostly
a part of inter-state migratlon. This 1z especially true
of the sarliesr stages of the setilerent period. Host of

11&. Hoses &rmztrwng,

08 (5‘!,« Fﬁﬂl; 1}‘ P
“The sraaz ?er&itamy of Dakota, as originally
organized, in 1861, extended Trom Minnesota on
the east to the Rocky Hountalng on the west,

and from lowa to Hebraska on the aauth, north-
ward to the British Dominion. « «

Horthern Uakots referred to that part of the
Dakote Tesrritory north of parallel 46 and South-
ern Dakots to that area south of the parallel,
ghe whole of the territory was referred to as
vakota.

W




22
reay stopped at former settlements in
older states before moving on into North Dakota. HNeverthe-
i&as, it was the trsmendously increased immlgration from
Norway in the eightles which was responsible for a large
part of the Norwegian population of Forth Dakota. The immi-
grants aﬁapﬁa& for a time in the older settlements in Wisocon-
ein, Iowa, and Hinnesots, worked as laborers or tenants there
for a time, and then moved westward whers thers was plenty
of free or cheap land to be had. There are no statistioes for
&ﬁmagxuméaa into xarth Dakota ﬁar&ng thln gariaﬁ,knt the
United ﬁ%at@g iﬁﬁiﬁ?&&iﬁﬁ figures will serve © indicate the
nusbers thiﬁheﬁﬁrﬁ pauriag agross tha Atlantic to become,
in large part, settlers in the Northwest. From 1825 to
1900, 424,385 Norweglans are officially rﬁﬁartaé ag hgxiﬁs
#ﬁ%ﬂ?ﬂd‘zhﬁ United States as immigrants. Of these, 78,451
came prior $o 1B69, 345,934 came in the period from 1869
to 1900, approximately three snd one-half times as many

as in the pr&ee&in@ haif~aaﬁ£&rr§12 Although in no year
4id immigration fall off entirely, there u&rﬁ marked waves
in the flow. Up to 1849, the pumbers were comparatively
small, but beginning in that year and continuing to

the late fiftles came the first considerable wave of immi-

. e " ¥ ; ’ ‘~n~ p' 1‘?’
Census rwyarts rer iha‘aakata rarrizsry prior
to and including 1880 list the Horweglans
and Swedes together.
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grants, reaching the high point of 4,103 in 1852 and then
gradually declining to the low point of 298 in 1860. During
the Civil %ar, immigration gradually plcked up agaln, and
commencing in 1866 a second and much greater wave came over
from Norway, reaching the high points of 16,088 and 16,247
in 1869 and 1873 reapectively. After 1873 immigration, in
response undoubtedly to depressed economic conditions in the
United States, fell off considersbly. A third big influx
began in 1879 and continued to sbout 1893.2% During this
Bﬁriaa, the ﬁnaharﬁ aurﬁaaa&a any in the previous years. Of
,ﬁheas uares. the rzrnt and the sﬂailar numbers preceding 1t
1aid the foundations for and bulilt up the Norweglan settle-
ments in Illinols, Wisconsin, Iows and southern Hinnesota.

13

Refer t@ footnote 16, Chapter I.

Q&lﬁj’. Agneer Hor ”L“_ n_get 2% gze nt, P l?*

b B 48

anl &‘*?;? & m&ay L] g
R#g@r@ of The Governor of lakots, Zxecutive Of-
fice Dakota Territory, Yankton, September 13,
1879. ¥Wa. A. Howard, Governor Dakota Territory.
"Immigration this year has been large, far greater
than in any former year, and this large increase
extends to all parts of the gettled portion of
the territory--parhaps about the same percentage

of inorease in each of the three divisionas. South-

eastern Dakota hag had a very large inocrease of
population. I am told by persons in shom I have
confidence that as many as thres hundred teans,
Ammigrant wagons, have passed into the goutheagt-
ern part of the Territory dally through the sum-
mer. Qulite aa largﬂ a psrcentage has come into
North Dakot&. o « «"
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The second wave occupled the "Great ¥oods” and "Park Region®
areas of dinnegota and penatrated the Red River Valley. 7This
great influx in ths eightlies and ninetiss stopped momentarily
in older settlements. Then, together with clder Horweglian
ieettlars, who were alsc migrating, the nawcomers moved on
into the great 3akotalfsry1tary¢1§ iIn the perlod from 1892
to 1505, the Seandinavian immisrsgian into North Dakota equal~
led 47 percent of the total lemigration to the state, and,
of the Seandinavian ismigrants, the Norweglans formed 42 psrm
cent.15

Although the valley of the Red River of the North was
not unknown te pecple in iiansaota and other atat#s,’lﬁléoda
not seem to nave antered publlc consciousness as a place for
settlement until after 1869. Prior to this time, the Red
‘River country, when thought of at all, was regarded as a

1kba%§;§§§!§;siarsa§é .:?h ”Au 1 Aﬁi apt 1o Th

A Pe . e cr ean storical Re
i;;:; vol XL, Ho. 1, Cotober, 1934. (Hew York,
”Early in the forties the tide of Norweglan nmi-
gration began a steady progress westward and
northwostiward toward the Great River. Late in
the decade it reached the oounties of north-
sastern Iowa. In ths early fiftles it touched
various points in eastern and southern Rlnne-
sota. lNorweglan settlers appeared in Lakota In
1859, but real settlament in that territe ory 434
not come till the close of another decade.

This was in Southern Dakota.

15%1”. ,A?}_ A2 pd 1?&
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vast prairie m;:::;, comparatively unfit for cultivating,
over which wild Indians rosmed.l® Being "woodsminded", 1t
took the Norweglan settlers some time to become convinced
that the prairie cculd be as fertile and productive as more
wooded reglons. I’tl may be noted here that when the Horweg-
iane settled North Dakota, the trend of settlement was al-
nost ainays slm the streams and those areas where v}a@d and
water were easily avallsble. The same tendency is eaglly
traced in the ploneer settling of the statea farther east. |

‘Paul Hjelm Hansen is &aua.ny givea mst. em.tt as an
individual for introducing the Red River V&}.lux to the Nore
weglang of the older gettlements. ir. &nﬁex in his article,
Plon Ho Settlienment in North Dakota, gives a aoaa
acoount of Hangen' s ,}aumys in the Red River Valley. "The
aredit for intmduains the Red Ri-wmgﬁ'a&ztg to the consclious-
negs of Forweglans ag an attraoctive ﬁlaea for gettlement nust

16?:‘&&3#!‘3.0 Logan Paxsen, The lagt American Frontier,
(New York, 1918). 1’9' 264283 ,358-371. Between
1850 and 1870 there was considerable diffi oulty
with the Dakota Indlana, whoze lands in dinnesota
had been largely appropriated by the whites, and
whose buffalo herds on the Dakota prairies were
fast delng depleted by tho hunting activities of
traders and half-bhreeds. The linnegota outbreak
of 1862 was followed b{ campalgns by Gens. Sibley
and Sully in 1863 and whiah rzmny drove
the hostile Dakotas to the “badlands” west of the
Hiasourti river. All eastern Horth Dakota was
now open for oomupation and the completion of
the first railrosd to the sastern border in 1871
inaugurated the mettlement period in earnest.”
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g¢ to Paul ﬁj,eluwﬁmnen.[}"a This man came to the United
States in 1867. He had had a falrly successful career as
a journalist and publicist in Horway. The Norweglan emigra-
tion problem attrasted him and one of his motives in emigra-
ting seems to have been to see for himself why it was that
the United States was drawing so many of his countrymen.

As subsegquent events showed, he became entirely converted

to the cause of emigration and u@ one of the most influen-
tial writers in attraciing Norweglans to thie country. His
first work in the United States was on the editorial staff
of a Norweglan newspaper published at La Crosss, Wisconsin,
the “Faedrelandet asi’misrmm” (The Fatherland of the Em-

"Ie Smagian nettlotamt i.n the southern part of
Dakots antedates that in the northerm area by s
decade, thls doses not mean that there was any
leas enthusiaam for the pralries stretching west-
ward from the Red River than for the region far-
ther south. The Norweglan explolitation of what
becane North Dakots orened with a pesean of praise
and was carried forward on & wave of high hopes.
The paean was sounded by the traill-blazing Jjourn-
alist, Hislzs Hangen, who wrote in lyric phrases
about the rich black soll of the pralris, its
invigorating alr, its ample room, and the ease
of cultivating land “where there is not o meh
as & stone or stump in the path of the plow.”

The settlars themaselves supplied the high hopes
as the Horweglan element ln NHorth Dakota in-
oreased from 10 in 1870 to 8,814 in 1880 and to
73,7A4-~nearly a foux*th of the entire population
of the state--in 1900."
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tgrant). In 1869, Hansen was appointed by Governor Marshall
of iiinnesota to act as an agent for the newly created Mine
nesota State Board of Ismigration. He was to travel about
in unsettled parts of the gtate to investigate the possibil.
itles for immigrant settlsment.

Hanaen's first 3m: was up into the Red River Val-
ley in the suzmer of 1869. He left La Crosse on June 17 and
went via 5t. Faul and St. Cloud to Alexandria with two com-
panions on & twelve day trip into the "wilderness®. The
party travelled in a farm wagon drawn by slow moving oxen..
The route they took led through Douglas, Ottertall, Wilkin
and Clay Counties, Minnesota. Passing through the newly
begun village of Srwkmridse. the travelers went on up the
Red River Valley to Fort Abercrombie on the Dakota side of
the river. From this point they crossed the river and went
to Oeorgetown, fifty miles northward. This waa the north-

ernmost point reached. The retwrn trip was made by the same
route and on July 31 Hansen wrote & lengthy account of his
Journey, copies of which were gent to the "Nordiock Folke-
blad™, publighed in Hinneapolls, and to "Faedrelandet og Su-
igranten™. A few translated excerpts from this letter will
gerve to show Hansen's great enthuslasm for this new #agm¢
"In truth, the alr here is just as wondrously invig-
orating as the land is beautiful and fruitful. . . The whols
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prairie, which émg not have the slightest bulge or rise,
is the most fertile land one could wigh. It conslats of
rich black soll with & slight intermixturs of sand on a
substratum of clay. On this pralrie there is room for sev-
eral thousand farmers. Concerning the problem of settle-
ment, it is not only mine but t;he opinion of all men who
have seen this part of the country, that it presents so
many advantages, that is, for Seandinavian farmers, that
immigranta sre.-likely to stream in here within the next
year, that this tract of land will in ten years be built
up and under cultivation, snd that it then will besome one
of the richest and wmost Wzm regions m&utri:éa. The
soil is Tertile to the highest degree and 1s exceptionally
easy to oultivate for there is not as much as a 5@‘-@ or
stump m the way of the plow. Woods are to be found .m.;-
great quantities along the rivers. Rallrcads are to run
through the middle of the whole long valley. Steamships al-
ready come up from the BEritish posseessions to Georgetown and
will in a few years probably come much farther. . . . i man
ean take 160 aorss of Homestead land, and, if he has the op-
portunity to do so, he can in addition buy 160 acres for two
hundred dollars. With an area of 320 acres of thig land,
every family that does not care to live too pretentiously can
make a comfortable livelihood."”
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In his next article ment to the "Nordick Folkeblad"
Hangen elaborated on his previocus description, he having
made a second trip as far as Fort Abercrombie in August,
1869, which geems only to have confirmed his egrlier im-
pressions and to have made hlm even more enthuslastic. Sub-
sequently, he travelled through other parts of Minnesota and
recorded hls impressions in a serles of twelve letters pub-
lished in the two Norweglan newspapers already mentioned.
Contemporary recognition of Hansen's influence is to be found
in a letter written August 20, 1875 to the editor of the
"Budstikken" (published in Minneapolis) from a pieﬁeer Nor-
weglan settler in Tralll County, North Dakota. A part of
the letter, translated from the Norwegian,follows:

"Goose River Crossing is located on the Dakota side
of the renowned Red River Valley which was first opensd for
gettlers after P. Hjelm-Hansen had personally explored the
entire northwestern part of Mimnesota. As a result of his
Journey he concluded that of all the excellent land he had
seen, the Red River prospecte were the best for a thrifty,
industrious and hardy psople. When a man, in whose word
there lies a guarantee of honeég, personally seeks to find
for hig countrymen the most fertile aﬁd the most easlly ocul-
tivabls land, it 1s not surprising that many set out for the
reglons which he pointed out. The effect of his excellent
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articlesz was evidenced the next year in the form of large
flsets of the so~called "pralrie schoonsrs™ which crulsed
the width and breadth of those tremendous distances which
had te be traversed in order to resch thelr destination. . .
If the varren reaches of five years ago are recalled, wng
will now find great changes. ¥here & few years ag the half-
wild indians had their hunting grounds and there they ragnﬁ
celebrated thelr war dance around the much-prized white
soalps, there now are ripening graln fields, evidences of
progress, enlightenszent and industry. Down below in the
valley stands the Horweglan church, the spire af"-hieh points
to Him who has helped us in the past and who we are certain
w1ll continue to ald un;

The letters and nr%iala; by ﬂanasn 'erw read by th»uv
pands of Norweglans both in this eaun&ny anﬁ in narvxx. To
most of their readers these letters opened a new land of op-
portunity--a rich, undeveloped region to whigh they immedi-

ately began to migrate. ?h? trazendous incrsase in {mmi-
gration from Forwsy in 1869 and the early seventies was un-
doubtedly due 1in part at least to Hansen's letters. Certain
1t 1s that his writings introduced the Red River ¥glley into
the c¢onsalousnese of the Norweglans, both here and in HNor-

way, &8 a place Tor settlement.



"Coms one, come slil %hy will ye delsy,
ity to sesure a home-

The glorious oppertur
atead 1s faat alipping away.

In & few yoars st most, movernment lsnd
will be sold,

Ard you, yes you, will be left out in the
eoldl”

This nesr-poetic sffort exprenses 10 some extent the
urge which prompted thousands of pecple to migrate to Worth
Dakota in the sightlies."}8 |

The hsrﬁ»ﬁma 1ia m ziddle seventies caused s temp~
orsry decresse in expansios in almest all lines of endeavor.
By 1579, conditions had improved and in the sucoseding years,
up to about 1286, m@u mﬂm&e&a great lsnd end popu=
lation boem.'? Er. Hareld %. Briggs in his book entitled

Gol ftestxms m&& Msa%t ﬁiﬂar&m M&iﬂy,
(south Dakota, 1924).
"At the time ar the emigration from Borwasy of the
first Seandinavian settlers in Dakots, the voyage
from thse port of departure aoross the ﬁ&mie
war made in salling vessels and consumed frow &
to 10 weeks. 4n esigrani's ticket {food not in~
cluded) aost 425 per &ﬁﬁit {ochildren half~fars)
as far aa dlew York, and §6 from Hew York (via
the Lakea) to ¥ilwaukee. The latter distance was
covered in:istzs 20 days. There resalined the 70
miles betwesn the western shors of Lake Elohigan
and Roghkonong, and many were the emigrants who,
iw forties, traversed that part of ¥iseonsin
B -
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get"” discusses the great land doom,

1879-1836. gives as reasons for this movement the faot that
during this porliod there was plenty of ralnfall and no
droughts to dlseredit the new territory that the desirable
land farther east had boen taken up, that it was dlscovered
that hard spring whaat could be grown suéaassfally in Dakota,
that it wes likewise found that corn could be grown in the
southeastorn part of the state, and that people had recover-
- ¢d gufficiently from the panic of 1873 to be able to buy
land again.®® 444 to these factors the fact that lmmigra-
tion from Earepe han’iﬁnraaaad tromendously in the early
slghtles and the great aq&ivity of ths rallroads and the
land companies who had Dakota lands to aall,‘:aa one has
at least the principal factors ghiah brought the Dakota
land boon.

-

%gy 20, 1862, when the Homestead Act went into

o R e e

ﬁff&ﬁt, ta June 3&, 1883, there were 74,794 original entries
for Homestsads in Dakota Territory totaling 11,480,386 scres.Zl

20 10 s
mriggs: st

¥
*

Gives a good secount of the TDakota land boowm.

2lyorth Dakota State Plannigg Board, |
@’ﬁﬁzt'
an extensive advertising campalgn in the older
states was carried on regarding the rich oppor-
tunities exigting in the new region. Ths met-
tlers often sent back to esastern states or for-
elgn oountries glowing accounts of the nsw land.

{continued)
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Host of these entries came after 1870 in respect to northern
Dakota. During the boom years, the nunber of entries for
all lands grew from 213,000 in 1877 to 2,269,000 in 1880,
4,360,000 in 18382, 11,083,000 in 1884, the peak year, and
then rapidly declined to 4,548,000 in 1885, 2,076,000 in
1887, and 1,881,000 in 1888. Although the writer has been
unable te¢ determine the percentage of Norweglans smong those

21l{ continued) ,

Land filings in millions of acres year by year
from 1880 to 1887 tell the story: 2.3, 2.7, 4.4,
T+3, 11.1, 4.5, 3.1, and 2.1. Thus the peak was
reached during 1883 and 1884."

La ?0 Q}ligs’ ; it ""7;,. o L& L1k B l‘.,'» HNER ‘Q (s” xc!‘ki
188%) vol. 1, no. &, p. 23
The procegses by which publlie lands are obtalned.
"Any ecitizen of the United States, or person, who
has declared his intention of becoming a citizen,
may enter upon any unocccupied or unreserved quar-
ter-gsection (160 acres) of the public domain, and
sithin thirty days after settlement he must file
his "declaratory statement” with the nearest Gov-
ernrent land office. In this statesent he slmply
deslares his intention to cultivatd,live upon the
land he has taken. Within a year he must prove
by witnesses thai he has actually been cultivating
and 1iving upon his land, and then he can have a
patent of it from the Government for §1.25 an
acre, or, if it be within fifty miles of the North-
ern Pecific Railroad, for £2.50 an acre. This is
called "pre-emption”. Under the Homeatead law,
he can have a quarter-gectlion fres, or, tv be exe
act, by paying the land office fse of from §14 to
§18. But he must go upon hls land within six
months after entry and live thers. lHe must culti-
vate it for five years, and then he can lave his
patent. 3But he has no right or c¢laim in the land
until the necassary cultivation has beoen done. He
ean buy 1t under the pre-emption law, if he choos-
28, 80 soon as the conditions of that law have
been cbserved. If he be an honoradbly discharged

{continued)
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making eatries for land at the various land offices, the
large number of Rorweglians seitling on Dakota lands during
this period maksz it obviocus that the percentage wag not

small. n22

Free and cheap land was pertaps the greatest glngle
attraction in the Unlted States for Norwegian immigrants.Z?
Being spsentlially sgrarian minded, with tillers of the soil
as ancestors for centuries, it 1s natural that the Horweg-

ians should seek 8 like occupation in this aomtrs'.z“ It is

21¢ mﬁtim&}

goldier or sallor who has served not less than
ninsty days, or the widow of one, the tims of
actual service under the Government will be de-
ducted from the requisite five yeara of residences.

Under the Timber Culture Act, he may secure
a quarter-section of such land as is naturally
devold of timber, which includes practically the
whole of Dakota, by planting and cultlvating ten
acres of tma for sight years, and when he .
"proves up" he must show that he has plantsd and
sared for 2,700 tress, of which at least 675 are
living and in good condition.”

“23ualey, Flgneer Noreeglan Settlement, p. 21.
23Lanreace 4. Larson, Norwegian Element ln Nerthwegt,

24,

Edward Aleworth Hoss, Thse

- ?‘5:

The Norweglan ilmmigrant came with & strong ate
tachment to the soll. He hungered for land; he
felt the need of a home. A home, however, conld
not be a mere ablding place: home, as he saw 1%,
was :mathing to which one has the title of own-
arablpe. « +

York, 1914), p. 73.

“Rugged &nﬂay froezes into the souls of her sons

a sense of the preclousness of level, fertile
{continued)
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also significant that 78 percent of the Norweglan lmmi-
grants have come from rural areas ln Norway while only 22
percent have come from urban areas.?> The slze of the lami
units in this country in comparigon with the common pesasant
holdings in Surope was algo a revelation to the lmmigrants.
The settlers wrote back to Norway telling of the remarkable
land opportunitlies in America. The fact that one could obe
taln 160 acres of fine farming land for next to nothing was
& magnetlzing power which attracted immigrants to the ﬂwﬂﬂ
“west a8 long as there was land to be had. By the time of
the period when North Dakota was being settled, people in
Norway, in certain districts particularly, by means of let-
tors from friends and relatives, newspapsr accounts, psamph-
lets 1ssued by raillroad companies and lmmigration bureaus,
and the agents of rallroad and steamship companies had be-
some quite well-acqualnted with land opportunities in Amer-
1ca.20 Paul Hjelm-Hanse, in the first article he wrote in

2#( continusd)
land, and there are no great clitles to infect
the imaglinstion of her country dwellers. ¥What
wonder, then, thaet in 1900 nearly four-frifthas
of our Xerweglans wem autsiz&e the oltles. In

1900 half of A 1}3 and sixty-three

23ualtey, F ,
267ames 5. Foster, Quilines of

OTY of Dakota an d } e
An interest ns appul m wma to mttle in Da-

kots.
{ cont 1rved)
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this country, written for publication in a dally paper in
Horway, glves full information as to thes avallable lands in
the american NHorthwest together with cther ugeful informa~
tion. Settlers tended to flow in the direction, naturally,

%(wnumaed}
"It perhaps ought to be stated here, for the ben-
efit of widows and gingle women over twenty-one
sarsg of age, that they are as much entitled to
estonds as men, and the women of Dakota gen-
erally avall &hwulvas of the privilege. WVe
can point you to young women in Dakota who carry
on quite & stroke of farming now, who came here
penniless a few years ago. One womén now has
three hundred and twenty acores of land, pald for
from her wages as servant girl, at §4.00 per
week. It is the investment of what she has sav-
ed from her wages in the last twe years. We, of
Dakota, belisve in Women's Rights, especially
the right to t,a&e & homestead and manage 1% to
their own liking." _
H’mm 3& 5@511’ J Y "r b P o ":,. . if:-?’ 4 §3

i tnrieal Quarteﬂy, (Eimarek, 1932—3}} Vol. VII.

“ﬂm information disgeminated through the news-
papers and immigration pamphlete during this per-
iod was designed to make the moal favorable im-
pression possible upon the prospective immigrant .
Slurring reports of grasshoppers, droughts and
blizzards were refuted as having little or no
foundation. The climate was desoribed as salub-
rious. Contributions by astual settlers vrelaisd
the early history of the settlements and des-
oribed varied farming experiences. A Bon Homme
County agriculturist challenged any loecality to
beat his county in good crops. 4 yleld of 75
bushels of corn, beets welghing 19 pounds, 7O
pound squashes and ocsrrots meassuring two feet
in length were some of the agricultural feats
of Bon Homme County. In general, however, the
mcmt;;are moderate in tone.”

;g;%t‘ yv »

James ¥. Wahl, the Horweglan member of the im-
{ continued)
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wiiore land wae avallable, and, in the case of the Hore
*égims, the tendency was to follow the wooded areas in pref-
erence to the prairis. The favorable reports as to the Red
River lands and the lands in thé tributary valleys soupled

26( continued)
migration board {Dakots Territory) generally
directed his activities toward the Scandinavian
migration. He made frequent trips to eastern
Hinnesota, Iowa and southern ¥isconain whence
& large movement to Dakota had previously taken
plagse. Inducements were obtalned from rallroads
in the form of apecial rates for ocolonists.
Steamships ware met at Hormtreal and Quebec. iMost
of the settlers led to Dakota by Wahl located
in the northern part ::f the wrrlwry, partic-
ularly in Cass ﬁamﬁy.

Emld Ev Mw, Zna 3

A 'iba materly, val. V-I, y. 12’{.
M:Mstﬁamrt@ Dakota, who had re~
slgted the temptations and blandighments pre-
sented by the sitisens of the neighdboring states
m& ﬂnal:.y reached the territory, had an enter-
ng story to tell of the ue thoda employed by

Dalmtu 8 eastern nelghbors to dissuade immligra-
tion from going to eastern Dskota. The infor-
mation was often given that Dakota wasz no place
for a white man and that nothing fit for the
substance of civilized people could be grown on
its arid plains. It was deplcted as a land of
perpetusl drouth in summer and terrible blizzards
in the winter. If a farmer ware fortunate to
get the promise of a good crop the grasshoppers
were gure to devour it before it could be har~
vested. Even potatoss were not safe from the
ravages of the gluttonous insect, that would dig
inte the ground to consume the tubers. lany
Indian stories were told, and the redskins were
aaid to be constantly ralding the settlements
and ku}..‘mg the gettlers. It was even reported
that "nearly all dead people in the ux‘riterr
sould be found without their soslplocks.”™ The
people at Sioux City would often inform parties
of immigrants headed for Dakota that the Great
American :Emaart would be found Just west of the
James River."
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with the comvarative exhaustion of good Howsstead land
farther sast and south turned the attention of home seek-
ers to Dakota Territory in the latter years of the seven-
ties.

Although the early Norweglan settler in Northern Da-
kota settled on desiradble land, irrespective of rall con-
nections, they mm not hﬂfa been unaware of the advance
of the railroads toward the Red River Valley. OUne of the
pﬁnu brought out by Hansen in depieting the glowing pos-
sidilities of the Red River lands was the expectation that
a railroad would be mu mmgh the eatlre Mamf The ?
influence of the railroads 1n the Emogxm nottlmn& of -
North Dakota, mm, oame rather in m nm :ta&a of
ploneering. The first pioneers came in when the nearest
ralirosd was hundreds of miles in the rear and when there
was no early proapect of rall comnsotions. Thege setilers
took up land in desirable areas and carted their fare pro-
duce as wuch as a hundred miles to market. Later, when the
rallroads came, & ssoond and much greater wave of settlers
srrived. These took up the remaining homestead l&n&, of
which there was plenty, and bought up the land arcund by
the railroads and land speculators.

The approsch of the ralilroads to North Dakota was at
first not motivated a0 much by the desire to bring in set-
tlers and develop the land as to tap the rich Red River
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trade which had been golng on for many years between the
Red Hiver settlement, Pembina, Georgetown, Fort Abercrom-
bie and the Minnesota markets, St. Cloud and 5t. Paul.27
In the case of the Rorthern Pacific Rallroad, the trans-
continental passenger traffic was another factor. The Red
River caravans plied between §t. Cloud and pointa on the
Red River carrying freight for the milltary posts and for
the Hudson's Bay ﬂu&p&ny poste in the lower Red River Valley.
In 1858, 6,000 sarts were engaged in the trade. In 1859,
& stage line oconnected 35%. Cloud with the head of navigation
on the Red River, the point varying seasonally.?® 1In the

same year the first stesmer was put in service on the river.

ﬂﬂml& E. Briggs, Frontlery orthwept
"The famous Red River trail was npened :
a number of Red River carts bdbrought furs and buf-
falo-robes to St. Paul. By 1856 Pembina had be-
come well estgblished as the Canadlian base and
by 1858 aix hundred carts came to 8t. Paul bring-
ing goods valusad at approximately two hundred
thousand dollars, two-thirds of which were esg~
timated Lo consist of fur and buffalo products.”

mlg}_eﬁq P 3@83’:
A line of stage-ocoathes established detween
Fort Abercromble and Forti Gary in the spring of
1871 also encouraged immigration to the Red Riv-
er ?kiiag. ‘

29¢o10nel Clement A. Lounsberry,

W. (®ashingto 1519) p. .
ndians had protested againet the upe ef
the river for steamboats, complalining that the
boats drove away the pgame and killed the figh,
while the whistle made such an unearthly noise
that 1t disturbed the apirits of their dead
and their fathers could not rest in thelr graves..."
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Some of the earllest Norwegian settlere in North Dakota
‘worked part of the year on the Red River steamboats.’® There
wag congtant expectstion that a railroad wgnld be bullt into
the Red River Valley but this did not materialize until 1871.7%

The Hudson EBay Company had three steamboats on

the Red River (1373), plying between Braeksn*
ridge and ¥innipes. ?ney were the “International”,
the "Dakota®™ and the "Selkirk". Captaln Grigss,
who lived for many years afterwards in Grand
Forks commanded the "Selkirk”™. In 1873 I worked
on the "Internaticnal™ at first and later on the
"Dakota". The men employed on the latier were
all Norweglans. ¥e were pald §35 a month besides
getting our board. Our work conglsted in loading
and unleading freight, besides carrying aboard a
a cord of wood apiece dally. The “International”
had two bollers and burned twenty~-two corda a day.
It had a crew of twenty-two deck hands beslides
the ﬁaptaing the pilot and the other officers.
The "Dakota” with one boiler, burned eleven earda
a day. It had & working crew of eleven men.”

31%&&:33 V. Smalley, & ﬁf::f
. (New Y 383),

"The point for aroaaia@ the Ead Rivar was not
finally determined until more than half the di-
vislon had been bullt. It had been ordered by
the Board of Directors ths previous year that
the crossing should dbe "at apoint six miles north
of the block store or warehauaa owned by the Had-
son Bay Company at Georgetown". This was about
twenty miles north of the place afterward selegt~
ed., The change was made in august, 1871, when
Prealdent Smith, in company with other members
of the Board, went to the Red River Valley and
spent a week riding up and down the stream look-
ing for the most feasible place combining the two
features they desired to find--a favorable crosge
sing and a good site for a town. They sslected
the site of the present town of Hoorhead because
the ground was higher there than at any ethar
place on the river which they vieited. . . ."
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This expectation was perhapa as potent as the aotual coming
of the rallroad in sttracting settlers.

Although all the rallroads wers sctive in attracting
settlers to their lands, the Nerthern Pacific seems to have
been especlally enterprising in its campalgn of colonization.
Holding as 1t 414 the lion’s share of railroad lands in
Horth Dakota 1t 1s natural that it should be the most anxious
to dlepose of the property. 2 The Northern Facific Company

32jorthern Pacific Railrosd Company, AR Ack
LEnGy y Al in “The wonstfuction of
And Telse iine From lake Superior '-
Sound _on The Pacific Coast By Sy
(Boston, 1564), p. 1l.
*3sot. 6. And be it

further enacted That the
President of the United States shall cause the
lands to be surveyed for forty miltes in width on
both sldes of the entire line of gald road, after
the general route shall be fixed, and as fast as
may bs required by the oonstruction of said rail-
road; and the odd sectiong of land hereby granted
shall not be llable to sale, or entry, or pre-
amption, before or after they are surveysd, ex-
copt by sald company, as provided in this Aot;
but the provisions of the act of September, elght-
eon hundred and forty-ons, gram ing preemption
rights, and the acte amendatory thereof, and the
act entitled "An Aot to secure homesteads to
actusl settlers on the pubdblic domaln®™, approved
Hay twenty, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, shall
be, and the same are hereby, extended to all
other landas on the line of sald road when sur-
veyed, excepting thogse hereby granted to ssid
sompany: and the reserved alternate sectlona
shall not be s0ld by the Government at a price
less than two dollars and fifty pents per agre,
when offered for sale.”
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mainteined a general European agency at London with branches
in Liverposl, German, Holland and the Seandinavian countries
for the distridution of propaganda and the sale of the Horth-
ern Pacifie landa. In 1873, Colonel Hans Mattson wag en-
gaged by the Northarn Pacifis Rallway to maaent the comp- -
any in the Zeandinavian countries. *5 gattson had bcon quit e
prominent in Minnesota politics having been elected to the
office of Secretary of State in 1869 and having previocusly
been a mexber of ths State Boapd of Immigration. In 1883,
the company was malntalining 12# agents in ﬁma:g Sweden,
Denmark, Houand, Switzerland and ﬁemw. and. 632,596 Rorth-
ern Paociflc publicatiofs had bedn distridbuted from Lnrm}..
In 1884, Korthern Pacific land was being advertised in two
hundred American and Canadian newspapers, sixty-sight Ger-
man papers and thirty-two Scandinavian Aﬁgrim mwerm”

To further indlcate the asctivity n}t the Northemn
Pacific in prmung emigration from Eéway, the ran.wv&ng
is quoted: "The Northern Pacific rallway company has & gen~
sral agenoy in Christiana presided over by an americanised
Horweglan of abllity, who 1s fanning the flame assliduously
with & general dlssemination of emigration literature. Al
ready he has seoursd 2,000 settlers for the new country, who
w11l leave Christiana on the 6th of ¥ay for the Horthern Pa~
e¢ific ammtm""ﬁ




CHAPTER 111
THE NORWEICGIAN SETTLEXEHT OF NORTH DAKOTA

Although the greater number af‘anrwagiaaa cane o
Horth Dakota after 1880, a considerable number of setile-
ments had been made prior to that date. The earllest re-
corded Norweglan settler 1s a certain Daniel Olson who set-
tled at St. Joseph, near Pembina, in 1861.1 There were a
number of Norwegians in a regiment of asoldiers stationed at
F§§ Abererouble in 1863.° One of these was the Reverend Ole
Pauleon, a famous ploneer Eerwggza# paatervunﬁ;minaiam;ryyf
In 1869, a Horweglan named F. é.'ﬁeiaaa #ké'agyﬂiﬁté& cus-
toms collestor at Pembina.’ He filed on land in Pembina

laxel

e

?§1;¢faogg ,gf

R ﬁ RAVOE IBLIOF» P 1? Collectionn
he State Hlsgtorical Soclety of North Dakota,
(Pl amarex, 1908} 7 vols., vol. 7.

"The first Norweglsn to ldcate in the valley was
undoubtedly Daniel Olson who, with hie famlly
settled in the French half-breed gettlement at
old 8t. Joseph near Pexbina in 1861.°

id., p. 14T

"The firat Xorwegian buried in the region of the
valley was a soldier named Lund, who was origin-
ally from 3tavanger ﬁarwgg; He enlisted as &
goldler in the Givﬁi War, but previous to this
he had aspent some time 1in Basgue Gounty, Texas.
He was buried at the Fort Abercromble cemetery
in 1862. (Ulvestad, Hordmaendens i Amirika, Min~
neapolis, Minn., 1907, 308.)."

BRaraf. by State Planning Board and Works Progresg
iiéz.”'{fi,v giration O. F, lo. [ 67, June 30,
"Fort Fembina, established 1870. Established

{ continued)
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townghip and geems to have been one of the first to do so.
Pembina County then extended over the sntire eastern part
of Horthern Dakota Territory. The later Pembina County, in
the northeastern corner of the state, was never very heav-
ily settled by &arwoglsaa.* There was, however, a large
Icelandic ssttlement in that county. The southern part of
the Red River Valley rather than Pembina County became the
point of entry for most of the Norweglan settlers in North
Dakota. c .

1869 seems toc be generally acknowledged aa‘tha‘firgt
year of Norweglan settlement in the upper ﬁaﬁvgiéar Valley
in Forth Dakota.> In that year, Erich Hoel settled in Aber-

3( continued)
on our northern boundary, it protectsd the Red
River of the Horth and Pembina County and kept
watch on the Indians orossing and raeraaaing
from the Dakota and ¥innesota reservations.
There nag another Fort Pembina where Winnipeg
stm B

Mro11etson, Mistorigal Notes vogians.” P. 148.
"There were no dlstinct s&t& emanta of Horweg-
ianes in Pembina county before 1880, when Chas.
Severson came there from Bergen Norway. Two
Horweglian settlements have been msde in this
county, one near 5t. Thomas, and the other in
Park ?awnship& west of Hensel, in 1880 and 18831,
respectively.

] ey Do 1%'
%%he early immligrants to the Red River Valley
were inclined to settle the Dakota side first as
the land there 1s somewhat higher anﬁ consequently
not equally subject to inundation.'
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cromble townsghlp in Richland Gaaaﬁxcﬁ Foel came from
Trondh jem, Norway, via Quebes to Dunm County, Wisconsin, in
1868, worked in the sammills there for a time and then, hear-
ing of the wonderful lands in the Red River Valley, came to
Fort Abercrombie the next year.! He took land along the

past far‘tha eaatern part of the Sskotast sap—
tain James L. Flgke used this post as the last
trading post before escorting the gold seekers
going west. First Federal post bullt in 3tate
on an eld ox tralil between ¥innipeg and 8t.
Paul." It is located in Riohland County.

Trollefson, Historical N g8, D« 154.
*ginar Hoel was a nntivu of Rennabeo, ;run&hjam.
Horway, and together with Peder Wold, Arnt Skaare
vold, and Sivert Dragseth came from Dunn County,
¥isconsin, orossed the Red River and gettled at
Fort Abercrombie, July 18, 1870. From the pudbe.
1ic and private letters of Ole Strandvoeld in
Cass and Einar Hoel in Richland County, as well
as other personal letters to friends and rela- ..
tives, settlers were induced to come to the =
southeastern corner of Rorth Dakota in large num-
bers. Among the settlers who came directly to
Richland County may be mentioned aAndsrs Ho, Hans
Hyhra, Ole ¥artinson, Ole Hoen, Syver Hoel, Jens
Hagen, and Sivert Lieveld. Shortly after these
had located on their land, other settlers arriv-
ed. Among them were Zrick Hoel, John Wold, Johan

- 8l1son, Gilbert Olaen, Torvald Jacobsen, and Cle .
Benson. One reason for so many coming to Rioh-
land County was that Fort Abercromble was the
gatoway to Northern Dakota. Yany of the first
land aeekers c¢rossed the Red River at this point
gince the soldiers stationed at Fort Abercromble
gggi reaﬁy to protect them in case of attack by

mﬂw
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Wild Rice River, west of the fort. kore setilers followed
in 1871 and 1872, coming largely from Dunn and Zau Claire
Counties, Wisconsin. Ko new comers to this district are re~
aardc& until 1877, 1878, and 1879 when settlers arrived
from Worth County, Iowa and other polnts.®

The Southern Dakota counties in the Red River Valley
recoived Harweglan settlers at approximately the same tine,
in the early seventies.? In 1870, the ploneer Norweglans

 River Valley, pD» story

| ay Grand Forks, 1909). 2 tezs., vola 2.
"ﬁuv&ng the early seventies, settlsrs from lowa,
s large proportion of whom were Seandinavians or
of Seandinavian descent began coming into the ter-
ritory and locating mainly along the atreams trib-
utary to the Red River, the Goose, Sheyenne and
othere, and beginning coperstions on a small scale
in the way of opening farms. 5o well satisfied
were these ploneer settlers, in the main, that
thelr neighbors and countrynmen whom they had left
behind profited by thelr advioce and came also in
steadily increasing nusbers. John Lindstirom came
from Northwood, Iowa, in the fall of 1870, locat-
ing at the mouth of the She 2. His nearest
aeighh@r'vas at that time sixteen miles down the
river. Im 1873, with his brother Lars, he locat-
ed nesr Northwood, in Grand Forks County. Halvor
Salem, Kels Korsmo, and others located in that
vieinity in 1874. In 1876, Peter Thinglestad,
Hans Thinglestad, Pasul Johnson, Andrew XNelson,

and others, all from the vielnity of Horthwood,
Iowa, located In the viecinity of the present vile
§g§§ of Kertﬁnoa&, in this state, in 1875 and
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sottled in Caas County. These came from the townsghlp of
ﬁti@ingtan»in Houston County, Elnnesota, and settled on the
¥114 Rice River. Cther settlers caze rrém Houston, Fillmore
and Goodhue Countles in Hinnesota and from Rook Prairie, ¥Wise
ecnsin, in the years following and took land along the Shey-
enne River.l0 Hr. F. A. Huskers, the editor of the "Bud-
gtickken of ¥inneapolis”, visted Fargo in 1874 and made a
short trip out aaraaa'&ha prairie to the Sheyenne River
settlements. He stated in hias desoription that almost all
of the farms were owned by Rorweglans. Swall loghouses and
large wheat stacks stood at the edge of the woods bordering
the river and the farms extended out into the prairie. In

1°?allersan, storical Notes on Horwegians, p
"Congerning the early days in Cass County, C.
Fredricksen rroa Horace has written: "I was a
ahlld seven years old when my mother weni fron

8%t. Ansgar, lowa, to the wilderness of North
Dakota. It was in ths month of September, 1871.
By rallroad we could only go as far as Borris,
¥innesota, where our father met us and from
wvhere we continued owr Journey with oxen about
160 miles across the wild prairie.

We received rzall go seldom that the newa
was often three months old. The mall was car-
ried between Fort Abercrombie and Fart Totl ten
and about ten miles from our settlement there
was & statlon. The postmsstaer at that place
vas & half-breed who could not read and for
this readion the settlars were allowed to ex-
amine all the mall whenever they expected a
letter, which they always 4id. The last to
come of eurse had to be content with what was
left. B5ti11l I do not believe that they ever
accused each other of theft. BHut one can rea-
lize that such a process of handling the mall
was unantieruetary. (Ulvestad, Normaendene 1
Amerika, 1%8-159)."
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Farge there were only & few Norweglan tradesmen at that
time.21

Tratll County, the next gounty north of Cass, re-
celved Norwegian settlera in 1871 when a group from Mitch-
ell County, lowa, took up land along the Goose Hiver west
of Caledonis.}? xore gettlers followed from southeastern
#innesota and also settled In the Coose River reglon, the
settlement following that riveracross the entire county
and extending on into the adjoining Steele County.l? The

1%@11’fm' 1k BLOT ] il 3N _Nop v.ﬁ':,’-;...‘_,“{
“rraill maty m M'ct settled by Norweglans
in 1871. The firat to come were Ole m& Torger
Thompson, Cle Hust and Christlan and Carl Lar-
son. Thege came from it chell County, lowa,
and settled in the region of Caledonia dy the
Red River in 1871. Among the next to arrive
may be mentioned H. Xlep, K. Rust, A. Arnesen,
K. Virnge, H. m}.m, Jens gikkals@n, O. and E.
?’labwg, Engebret Lamcn, P. Herbrandsen, Knut
These and m; azhsrs who came sbout the
same time raised wheat and barley. There was,
however, practically no market for the smll a-
mount of graln that they could raise. Hartin
Ulvestad states that these Horweglans at first
had to bring their fare products by oxen and
wagon transpordation to Alexandris, Xinnesota,
nearly 200 miles away. Put thle lasted only a
very short time amm they soon secured & naar-

er market in Fargo.”

13anton muesm. No:
gL 1Y ¥YOLIEY s &
vatarim' &ae aty af Karm Dakota, (Bismuk:,
1908) 7 vols., vol. 7.9.272.
¥Sven Hegkin filed on a c¢lalm near the present
site of Partland in 1872. He gives the follow-
{ continued)
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olosest market for the first settlers in 1871 was Alexandria,
Hinnesota, ons hundred miles away.l?

In 1870; a small group of Norweglans casme to Farge from
Fillmore County, Minnesots, in search of land.}> They pro-
cesded in a northwesterly direction and decided upon land
around Goldsn Lake located in what later became Steele County..

- " -

3~3(mnmi
:ga seccount of the early settlers along the Goose
river: :
*, + s+ In 1874 a great number of psople came from
Iowa; ﬁsm&m and Hinnesota, and mutieu.ny all
the $izber land was taken up. The settle-
ment am&uﬁﬁ%mﬁmﬁ@ertmmdaalm
the Goose rinr; west of the present town of Northwood."

141111081004, Horweglan Luthersn Ghureh, p. 271
"Hathias ;w m a mty in 1871, aftes
having spent two years in Mm County, Minnesota,
since his arrival in this country. He tells of the
group that came up at the same time and some of their
cxywimeu:

"on June 22, 1871, a company in feur covered
wagona from Aldbert Lm,, #innesota, arrived in the
Goose River country. This group consiasted of the fol-
lowing: ILgra Moen, Hanas Arneson, and Christlan Ealdor,
with thelr fmuxsa and the lattar a8 unmarried m-
thers, Simeocn and ¥athias. Moen had two wagons,
Christian Kaldor one, besldes oxen and cattle, and
I had one wagon and thres head of oxen. ¥We campsd
in the spen country and slept in our wagons.

¥s gelected the timber lands aleng the CGoose
River because of the many w&rmﬁagu» Btni&aa ‘ba-

ing sheltiered there was an abund
uﬁgu rep our ocatile, and the woods agfegﬁ m*t.n ,

erial from which we wala build houses.”

15?@11&!3@, Higtorical Notes on Norwegiang, p. 149.
“The first settlers whers Fargo now is were Ole J.
Lee, who settled where Belmont Park is now located,
Elkael Herberg, who had his home in Island Park, and
Theodore Thorson, who took his clalm south of Ole Lee.
The first farmer in Cass County was Ole Lese, who har-
vested his orop in 1871.
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This settlement was afterwards reached by the advance of
settlers along the Goose River and ultimately the two north-
ern tiers of townships in Steele County became predominantly
Rerwagian.lé The bulk of these came ln the lale seventies
and ths eighties. In 1884, a writer sald: “The ocounty has
& pnpnl#tisn of 4,000, mostly americans. The majority of
the forelgnera are Norweglans who, as a class, are good cite-
izens, 1lndustrious and thgéfts.“17 The earliest settler in
Steele County la probably Final Enger, who cams here as
early as 1872. Others scon followed and many settlsrs on
the Goose River have been here from that date.

The Horwegians began settling in Grand Forks Ceunty
. in 1872 and were probably the first of any nationality there.lS

These first comers aettled in the southwestern corner of the

16 Galanal Glemen@ A. Lounsberry, §§5;1~*;g§2£z“g%
Ag *j....m (WM&XW&, i}o C., 1?19 P 2 1‘
The nﬁt gurveys gave townships of thirty-six

seotiona, each one mile sguare, containing 640
acres, or quarter sections of 160 acres.

The system of surveys of public lands in
vogue throughout the United States, was adopt-
ed May 7, 1784, by Congresa upon & report Ly
& committse of which Tomaps Jefferson was chalr-
wan. The origin of the sgystem is not known, be-
yond the facts reported by the committee.

Land ey \ Rivy ?&“ng“ >
N e"Tha Red River ?g,lax, ( Grand Ferka.
' 1909) 2 w15$’ vol. 1a
"In 1é72, the Rorweglane Halfor Hansen and Hal-
for Bentru settled in Grand Forke Gounty. Two
years later eight families arrived from North-
wood, Jowa, and settled near the Goose River. . .°
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county in the vielnity of ¥hynot, in the present townships
of ¥alle, Bentru and Amerlecus. In 1873, more settlers came
to this region from ?illmara County, #innesota.l? In 1874~
76, a group of fa&ilis# from Northwood, Iowa, gottlied in the
timber tracts on the Joose River in southern Grand Forks
County and gave their settlsment the name of Rorthweod in

memory of their former Iavakhamaaaﬁv A third settlement in

19 . v , L om
Tollefson, Higtorigcal Notee on Horwsglang, p. 159.
"The E;rweglans began to settle Grand Forks

County in 1872 and were thuas among the earlliest
plonesrs. The first gettlers located along Red
River in the gouthsastorn part of the sounty,
whish later bscame the townships of Walle, Ben-
tru, and Americus. In 1872 Xnut Rud, a single
man, from Halllingdal, Korway, made hls home in
the northesstern part of ¥alle, about 7 miles
south of Grand Forks. Halver Dentru and Halvor
Hangon, both from Hallingdal, Norway, came with
familles to Bentru township in 1872. Ole Dokken
and Sven Quammen, both with families, came to
this neighborhood about the esame t ime. In 1373
Aglak Torkelson and Knut Jorgenson and Gunstein
Svenkeson same from Flllmore County, ilnnesots,
and gettled in the southern part of Walle, the
two former bringing their families.”

201bid., p. 165-166.

In 1874 Xnut Paulson and Anders Dakken, origl-
nally from Hallingdal, Noreway, came with their
familiss from Northwood, lIowa. The following
Year Paul C. Johnsog, also & native from Halllng-
dal, came with his family from Freeborn County,
¥innesota. In 1876 aAnders Sherva, Peder Hans
and Iver Thingelstad arrived from Clayton County,
lowa. Hans Thingelstad and Anders Sherva drove
the whole dietance, & trip which required about
8lx weska. They brought along horses, oxen, and
several head of cattle. o o

Ths Norweglans who msettiled Horthwood, Lind,
and Loretta townships came chiefly from lIowa and
¥innesota.

Some emigrated dlrectly from Horway but
these were comparatively few in number. Origin-
gﬁ%ﬁ tﬁ;g ;:rsagainlygfrn& Hgll&ngﬁal, Hadeland,
Sator . o

on Jem(caggrgaad}
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this county was made in 1872 on the upper Tutttle River in
the western part of the county. In 1877, a group of fami~
lies f?ﬂw'ﬁleaming Prairie, Minnesota, lald the basis for
a large and flauriahigg gettlament in northeastern Grand
Forks Saﬁnﬁy in the vicinlty of the prsegent town of Eekl-
noek. A number of Norweglans also settled in the eity of
Grand Forks in 1874. The Yrand Forks Tidende" wasz estab-
llshed in 1880 and there were enough settlers in the Red
River region to makg the paper a paying proposition.sd

The next county north of Grand ?ﬁrks,‘ﬁxlah County,
414 not raaaiva.ﬁetnﬁgiaﬂ settlers until 1876 when a group
came to the region near Graften. They 414 not take land
along the Red River on account of a large number of half-
breeds there. Others came in 1878 and settled near the
present site of Hash.2? In 1879, & party of settlers led

20( gontinued) N

;22%" ?‘ 157'

The Tirast settlers along the upper part of the
oose River were squsiters as the land was not
opened for filing before 1878, even though the
township linses in thisz part of the countiry had
been laid out by 1876. Az early se 1870 and
1871 a nusber of townships near the Eed River
were surveyed by Hoses K. Armetrong, while thopse
in the central and wsah&rﬁ parts of the county
woere gurveyed later.”

21@“&1@3, Plones: Bgrd 1153
Easkuzwgﬁ& and Sveinbjorn, Horwesian an

ﬁmeﬁg tha first Norweglan eaatlarﬁ in Ealah Coun~
{ continued)
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by Abrahar Jackson eaue from Houston County, #innesota, and
settled in the Horthern part of the county around Hoople.
inother arsa in ¥glsh County to which Horweglsan settlers
came was the reglon west of Grafton on the Perk River. These
aloo eeme in 1879.

Walsh County, together with Pembina County, previously
taken up, completes the first tier of FNorth Dakota Red River
esunties. By 1880 thers were 5,887 foreign born Norweglans
in these counties in a total popuiation of 27,828--approxi-
mately twenty paraant52§ Eosat ar/thaae phonesrs had come Yy
oxen and farm wagon. Ey 1830, however, the danitodba rall-
raa&‘asfvaﬂ 21l these countles and the Forthern Facifie's
Casselton branch also panatratad,nérﬁhwarﬁ thrﬁmgﬁ9§;3vilie
and Larimore.2® Breckenridge, Fargo and Grand Forks wers

aa{aentinﬁaa}
ty~~the next acath of ?s&hina;a&aug thu Red
River--wers O. #. Dahl and Ole Helgeson.
settlad near the yrss&nt site of Hash, 1&.1s§§

, e ¥ _<; r's h:. . y :.. y‘ 351’

"e « « in July, 1880, the road er@saaﬂAthe Red
River at_ ’sanpe%m, and was bullt north to Far-
go. In ¥ay, 1881, Fargoe and Grand Forks wa&&
connséted by rail, and in December, 1881, the
line north froz Grand Forks was opened to Graf-
ton. The west line was also extended to Lari-
more. In 1882 the north line was extended to
¥eche, and the westi line to Partlett.

Soon after this ¥r. H1ll's magnificent proe
seet of extending the r@a& to the Paclfic Coast
taak shape. The great undertaking reached Hinot
iﬁ %ggg, and the western boundary of the state
n
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the polnte of entry by rall into North Dakota and a consid-
eradble part of those travelling with oxen and wagon also
pRssed thro
file on land.

gh thess points sooner or later in order to

There was one other large area of Norweglan gettle-
ment which was ploneered in the seventies--the Sheyenne Rive
er Valley in Grigge, Barnes and Ransom Countles. This area
was partlally served by the Horthern Faciflo line whioh pas-
ged across the reglen via ?alléy City. ¥ost of the plon-
e8ra, however, came overland at first. Origes ﬁmt& was
settled by Norssglans from Winnesheck County, Iowa, in 181&25
Theae settled in the Sheyenne River Valley in the southeast-~
ern part of the county. UOriggs County was settled by two
. groups of Norweglans, one coming frem Fillmore County, ﬁ‘&#—
amt‘, m& northern Iowa. In April, 1881, a group of fam-
illes 1«& Stavanger, Norway under the guldance of E&%nﬁl
"‘ﬁe‘i‘i&aw; an emigrant agent. They came to New York and
then im;t. inland by rail via Chioago and 5t. FPaul to Granite
Falls, ¥innesota. Here they purchased oxen and coversd
wagons and proceeded to Benaon, ¥inneasota, where the uen
left thelr famllies and wenit on to Fargo. They followed
the Horthern Facific line to Valley City and from this
point travelled in a northwesterly direcfion along the

25%31@3, 2ioneer Norwegian tlement, P« 30.
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Sheyenne River until they finally found land to their taste
in what later became 3verdrup béggahig, Griggs County. A
few other families from Fillma#s County had axr%vg& a fTeow
%&eks earlier. In July and Qatober of the same year, the
families which had been left at Benaon, “innesota, caAme.
Thie settlenent spread évar what is now sverarﬁy and Bald
Eill townships. In 1880 and 1861, the earliest Norwegian
ploneers came to the vieinity of Ggagera%awn.anﬂ zgaaaxardqzﬁ

Valley City was the point :gaf; dlapersion for Norwegian
settlement in Parnes County, a 1&?35 part of‘thp ncttlar%
coming in ah:thé’ﬁarthern ?q#if&ga27 The esrliest seems to
have come im 1877 and 1878, settling above Valley City in
the Sheyenne Va;ley. By 1879, ﬁor#sgians had penetrated as
far north as Dasey. Ssttlement south of Valley City began
about 1878 in the vieinity of Daily. Few comers 1nE187§; -
1880 and 1881 océapiaa a considerable part of the land in
the southern part of the county. The "Valley City Times"
on ﬁar&& T, 1881, anticipated g tremendous influx of set-

tlers. In a lgter issue in the same ysar & writer stated:

26qualey, Plonesr Norwexisn Settlement, p. X0.

2B1egen, &W&Mﬁ,@ ps 506. |
"Sefore the end of the 1870's, they had swarmed
into Dakota in its eastern countles, from Rich-

land, in the southeastern corner, up through all
the rich counties lying beyond the Red River; and
11 was this fertils eastern lakota land that re-
mained s center of Norweglan concentration from

{ continued)
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"The progress of Barnes County will be understood when I
state that within a year 728 entries of government land
have been made, with an average of 160 acres sach, and
116,000 acres are now under cultivation. The sgettlers are
principally Swedes snd Norweglansg, but a great many Ameri-
cane and Scotch are now coming in." Judging by the last
¢lause, the writer was svidantl? not aviennéintvian» The
General Land Agent at Valley Clty was & Norweglan from Rush-
ford, ¥innesots, mamed B. ¥. Benson. An article in the
"Northern Pacific Times", alm published at Valley City,
spoke in the highest terms of hia services in b#naing this
mgmn‘%

The pioneer Norwegian settlements ln Ransom County

27 { continued) A
ploneer days to the twentlieth éantany. The Hore
weglans also liked the Sheyenne country and pio-
neered there, too, in the IB?ﬁ’a bullding up
their settlements in the 1880's and finding a
trading and anl%nrnl nucleus in the Dakota towmn
of Valley City."

‘Pacific Railraad} sruaanlly a&ttuctaﬂ ‘the at-
tentlion of immigrants and a steady wave began
t0 oross the Red River. . . . Hany tﬁisazians
had been made in ranges 56, 57, and 58, in

Barnes County, and others gteadlly presssed
westward through the ranges until]l the James
River in range 64 was reached in 1879. « « "
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were continuations of the Sheyenne Valley settlements in
southern Barnes ﬁenaty.ag The first known seltlement was
made near Preston in 1878 by Norweglans from Rushford, Hin-
nana#tf In 1832, the Lisbon settlement was made. A large
part of the Norweglan settlers took land in the Sheyenne
Valley which forms a large part of Ransom County. Some of
these came from southeastern Minnesots and from Wimnmesheik
County, Iowa, while later comers came directly from Korway « 0

By 1880, there ware 6,2#? taraign born Norwegians in
¥orth Dakota, 16.9 psrcent of the te$il population. This
munber does not include the large nuamber of native born Hor-
wegiaae»sha came, from states farther east and who formed a
large part of the Norwegisn element in Dakota.Jt Kost of
the Horweglans were to be found in the Red River Valley or
in the territory drained by its tributaries. B

’ : 186 B . to prnteut buzlaing
of raizruaﬁ ané guar& tha aall routes and emi~
grant trains during the gold rush. The szite

of this cld rarﬁ is on the Sheyenne River in
Rangon County.®” Ranson should be spelled Ransom.

Department of 1 t “Tnterior, Census srrz ce, gtatis-
ticpg of The Population of The United Stal

ﬁis Zenth Census, June 1, 1880. §w§iﬁ$§@£¢ DeCay

883, Vol. 1. m C X111, p. 94 .

Thara were 13,245 foreign born Norweglans in Da=-

kota Territory in 1880.

S11pid., p. 31.
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The advance of settlement in the elightlies was almi-
lar to that of the previous decsde in that the first plo-
neers came in advance of the rallroasds. During the elightlies,
however, the railroads were building more rapidly and they
were seldom far behind the ploneers.”> The factor of rail
connections became more of a consideration although the
usttlara»scleataﬂ‘tha-aag& &é:xrﬁble landg irrespectilve of
whether or not a iﬁilraaé would soon be bullt to serve them.
That was particularly the csse in the Turtle Mountain and
House River territory and to & lesser degres in t&e~§ct11fs
Lake region. Settlement in the southern part of the state
was more directly the ocutgrowth of rallroad expanasion. 4
sketch of the ploneer setiléments zn'uha'ezgntxgs and nine-
tilen will serve to hr&ng out thsie eonclusiona.

In 1836, a graup of ﬁnrwcgian scﬁnlera caxe to the
vieinity of Les in Halsaa Geanty. This settlement soon
spread to include a large part of the Sheyeane Valley in

32g, A wznam, He C. xsz‘rmar, Alva H. Ean‘&:m,
‘, enges in Weatern North Dake

3 FAPE0, 928 s P

"In 18?3 the 3artharn ?aazria Railway was built
from Fargo tv Bismarck. The Great Horthern
reachsd Fargo and Grand Forks in 1880, Devil's
Lake 1n 1883, and ¥inot in 1886. By the lstter
date the rallroads were bullding branch lines
in the eastern part of the State, Tollowing the
setilers and reaching out for the wheat which

they were producing in increasing quantities.”
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that ocounty, other centers being Ottofy and Bue. In the
following year, settlers mk land in the opposite corner
of the county in the vicinity of Beaconsville. The latter
settlement was no doubt a continuation of settlements in
southern Walsh and northern Orand Forke Counties. ilany of
these early settlers came from Jaokeon County, Hinnesota.
Some alsc came from Carver and Dakota Countlies in Ninnesota,
most of them settling around Les.”> The Devilds Lake coun-
try, weat of Relson County, composed of the counties of |
Ramsey and Benson, came to contaln a large number of Norweg-
1ans. The earliest settlers in Ramsey County came in 1882
and settled around what later became the towns of Devil's
Lake and Grend Harbor. In 1883, the Churches Ferry settle-
moent straddling t;ha' county line between Bengon and Rammey
f:émtsue ; was .beg_mi. Hany of the early settlers were from
: ﬁ&tkﬁa&é, H&émm#a In Benson County, Leeds and Minne-
waukan were early senters of Horweglan settlement. The plo-
neer Norweglans came %o the wisinity of Leeds in 1883 and
1884. The settlements adbout Einnewaukan were made later
and were more a direct outgrowth of uﬂr‘u& airansiau. the
Northern Pacific branch from Jamestown reaching linnewaukan
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in 1885.3% A large settloment was made ten miles west of
Minnewaukan in 1887. The rallroads were gquick to recognize
the rich possibilities of the Devilds Lake region and both
the Great Horthern road and the Northern Paciflc had lines
there by 1885,

In thes northemm tier of Dakota counties, almost all
the pioneer settlements were made well in advance of the
railroads. Cavaller County was first settled by Norwegians
in 1882 when a group from Jackson County, ¥isconsin, settled
in the vieinity of ¥ilton and Osnsbrock in the southeastern
part of the county. The next county to the westward, Tow
ner County, received settlers from St. Gau&x‘ﬂaﬁnty, Wiscone
ein, in 1884, who took land in the viainity of Hasa in the
southern part of the county.~> The Reverend John Hlegen,
5a a missionary Journsey for the Norweglan Lutheran Confer-
ence in 1886, stated that there was only one Norweglan fam-
11y in the village of Cando af one time. The groat Wouse
River region in Rolette, Bottineau, McHenry and ¥ard Coun-
ties became the destination for & large nmumber of Horweglan

grvoern racaii it FO8Uy De 588t
"The Dakeota Division ba {ne at Fargo and ends
at ¥andan, its 1sns§h;ba1ng 99 3/4 miles. « « «
The work of construction was begun in the spri
of 1872, and the track reached Jamaataang 93
miles, by the end of the working season.

- ‘,‘ P$ 32!
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ploneers in the aightiea‘35 The territory about the Wil
low River, a tributary of the UYouse River, was pioneered
in 1882. The Reversnd ¥r. Blegen in 1886 wrote that there
were one hundred people in Dunseith dbut “only one of these
was & Norweglan and I regret to say that he ran a saloon.

I was pained and chagrined to learn this".37 He also wrote
of the gsettlements on the Willow River Ddeginning four miles
south of Dunseith as follows: "For eight miles down on
both sides of the stream the settlers were all Norwegians.
ﬁéﬁy haﬁ‘lﬁvad\thera for two or three years and had bullt
themselves rathsr good houses”.38 The Turtle Mountain reg-
ion in northeastern Bottineau County was first setitled by
Norweglans from Polk County, ¥innesota, in 1883. Settle-
ment was unade in and near the present town of Bottinesu.
These ploneer gsettlera in Botiineau County came overland
from Devild® Lake. The two first comers came from Polk
County in 1883, explorsd Bottineau region, returned ito
Crookaton, ¥innesota to sell thelir holdings in Polk County,
and then returned to Bottineau the same year, walking the
hundred mlles from Devils Lake on foot. In the succeeding

» + » About 1883 aa%tlsm poured into the valley
of the James; and in approximately the sanme per-
1od they headed for the Devils Lake rsglon, push-
ed into the rich House River country beyond Dev~
ils Lske, and built ocompact settlements in nar%&
eentral Dakota with Minot as a center . . . ."

>Tqualey, Pioneer Norwegian Settlement, p. 33.
31pig., p. 33.
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ysars, the entire northwestern part of Bottinsau County be~
came settled with Norwegians. In 1888 and 1889, a consid-
erable settlement was made ln Cordslia township, northesst
of Bo%ﬁiﬁaanﬁzg Thoge who settled hers ceame partiy from
Daketa County, ¥innesota, and partly from Tralll County,
Dakota Tayrltorg&&g '

The Rorweglian settlezents in ?1¢rea uaunty were along
the line of the Great Northern railread, largely in the north-
nﬁo‘m* ‘mt of the wm&yg The first settlers came in 1885
~ and taok land in the vielnity of Barton and Rugby. In 1887
‘i'the Kurriadne Laite aﬂttlemcnt in the nartheaatsnn corner of
,rﬁhy,ananﬁystas begun. This settlement had &_diffiaulﬁ time
of it at first, Trost nipping the crops the first year and
drought wiping thanveat the following threes years. The get-

tlers 414 not leave, hassvar,?l

18, P 239'

e« o » ON K0 f the Red River)
Richlsnd and Cass Counties were settled in 1870;
Traill and Steels in 1871; Grand Forks in 1872;
¥alsh in 1878. . . . Beginning with 1877, the
Rorweglians added Barnes County to thelr posses-
siona. Then in repld succession came Rangom
and Griges (1878), Helson, Sargent and Dickey
{1880) ﬁarﬁon {1881), Stutsman, Remsay and Ro-
lette ixasa:, Bottineau, Benson, Eddy, Fosler
and Hercer (1883), and so on, steadily advano~
ing for 30 Jears untii the whole state lay at
thelr feet. ‘

Qlﬁﬁﬂxyg P denent, pe 33
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"a letter from a settleor in HeHenry County in 1884,
quoted in Andreaa'’ atlas, read as follows: "During the
last snmmar, Houge ﬂivar r%caiveﬁ her share of lmmigration,
and, nattithataﬁaing it was between eighty and one hundred
miles from any rallread, there are now about two hundred
families sottled on the river in iecHenry and Stevens Coun-
tisg~-all of the ﬁnst class and with fina herds of ocattle
and horses.?2 The forelgn element is Norweglan--the rest
of the aettlers balng Americans. The Reverend ¥r. Blegen
passed through this region in 1886 and found Norweglan set-
tlers all aleng the valley and in tributary valleys much as
Antelops Valley, fifteen mlles east of the House River.
Cattle ralsing seoms %o have been the princlipal oecupation
there at the time.*>

The ¥ouse River continues up into ¥ard County and in
the entire valley the Norweglang seem to have been among the
earliest settlers. Among the first to gettle in Fard County
were a group from Raaine County, Wiaconsin, who settled near

36@ ety. (Grana Forks, 1923}t

T vals., vol. 5 227

*The law of xsgi eliminated from tha map the

follewing counties: . » « 3tevens.” Stevens

ggunty became a part of ¥ard and Hclean Coun-
a8

Lezent, p. J4.
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¥inot and Burlington in 1882. ¥ith the arrival of the Great
Northern in the late eightles and the subsequent building
of the Sco Line up the valley, setilements were made up the
entire ,éallay centering at such points as Carpic and Ken-
mare M4 Agcording to the Territorial Census taken in 1885,
there were 109 Horweglians in Ward Comnty in a total populae-
rion of 257. This number includes not only the foreign
born but alsc those born in thie country of Horweglan par-
ents.?5 These House River settlements marked the li#it of
the northwestward advance of Norweglan settlers untll in the
hte. eighties early nineties.%6

mm»& fm ﬁrmkawn to t}wﬁi %x*ka, m& nzen
thenice on weet to the Faciflc Coast by success~
ive stages. This systen was at first known as
thc St. Payl & Paoific, then as the 3t. Paul,

#inneapolis & Yanitoba, w.‘ms it s present name,
tm Great Northern, in 1890."

Imé' p. 341

he #inneapolis, 3t. Paul & Sault Ste. Harile
Rallroad, more familiarly known as the "Soo",
has also done much for the development of Horﬁa
Dakota. Its lines, too, wers extended without
s bonus and without a land grant, and wers pushed
in competition with the amt Northern to almost
all parts of the simte.”

omant, P 3&,‘

*%111»%, Hof faommer, Benton, Jul s P 1B8.
"+ s « The extenslon of the ﬁmt ert.hsm gt mu-
lated fmmigretlon 1o a conaiderable extent, but
{ continued)
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In the reglon south of the Devile Lake tarritory,
Horweglan setilers were taking up land during the eighties
slong the upper Sheyenne River and in the James River Valley.
In Wells Courdy, immedlately south ar"ﬁemn County, the
earllest Norweglan settlers took land at the hoadwatsrs of
Pipestem Creek, a tridbutary of the James ﬁivaé, in the vi~-.
einity of Bowdon. This was in 1884. In 1886, a settlement
was made along the Great Northern Railway in the vidlnity of
Cathay. Later settlers ocoupled the reglon at the head-
~waters of the James River in the northern part of the county.
méy County's ﬁom@@im settlers located largaly in the Shay~
a%‘wé ?aliay in the northern part of that county, centsring
in the vicinity of Sheyenne. The sarliest settlesent in
this loeality was "Jotunheimen®. Norweglans alsc settled
near New Rockford in 1883. In the next county to the southe
ward, Foster County, Norwegians settled near Carrington in
1883, Settlers flowed into the James River Valley and into
the eastern :a&i”t of t.i:xa county in 1885 and after, Helby,
Glenfleld, Kordmore, Carfield and Kvarnes being smong the
prineipal settlements there.¥7

The Norweglan settlements in the southern part of

‘5( sontinued)
there was much unccoupled land further east and
the big iaflux of settlers ints the Northwestemn
part of the State 418 not gtart until adout 1901.7

4?%13,; raOneer Horwes ent, p. 34.
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Horth Dakota were to & considerabls extent the result of
railroad expanglon, the Great Northern, the Horthern Pacif-
ic and the Soo linsg all bullding roads tnrough this area
in the aigh&ies‘43 Sargent County's early Horwegian settle-
ments were in the northeastera part of the county in the vi-
einity of ¥ilnor and Delamere. These setilers came in 1882
and 1833. At the same time, settlers took land around Per-
ry, Ransonm, aaﬁ Rutland in the southsastern part of the
county. The Northern Pacific branch from Fargo to Hilnor,
built in the sarly eighties, undoubtedly lsd settlars into
this region. The country farther south was penetratsd by
both the Great Nerthern snd the S00 lines in the late sight-
les. In 1382 and 1883, %ha'firatrﬂﬁrwegiaaa gettled in the

échundbarry, Early gLory ¢ pEctg. P 339
“In 1880 the Fhrgo & Sout~aaateﬂa Aallroad was
bullt from Fargo Lo the Jamss River, elghty~
elght miles, and La Moure was made its terninisg
whille Davenport, Leonard, sSheldon, idsbon and
Englevale baaa&a thriving conters along its
route. A year later; in 1881, the Jamestown &
Korthern was bullt %o a point in Foater County
forty-three miles north. <Carrington was plot-
ted and rapidly grew into a thriving tosn whils
Pingree, Edmunde and Zelville along its route
became trade and postoffice genters for dis-
tricts near them. Zany farms were opened by
men who bought lands of the rosd. . »" These
rallroads later became part of the Horthern
Pacifle systenm.
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vieinity of Zllendale in Dickey County. These cawme from
%isconsin. lLater, settlesnents were made in the sastern
part of the county around Cakes, Clement and FHorway Spur.
La Moure County, adjolning Dickey County on the north, was .
settled by Norwegianz in 1882 and after.39 These formed
the Griswold gettlement ia the northeastern part of the
eounty. In 1883, Rorweglana aﬁtzlaﬁ near Edgeley, which
was for & leng time the western terminus of the Fargo and
Southwestern branch of the Northern Bacific. 4 considersble
Rorweglan setilement was made in ZeIntogh County in 1884
and the years following. This settlement centered at Ashley
and extended on morthward from that point. The settlers
were mostly from Flsconmsin, and, with the excsptions of a
merchant and a laborer, all were farmers, according to the

Jameatown te La Eaura was bullt and by short ex-
tenaglons met mﬂ Co & B, W, and C. ¥+ & 8L, P
Railroads which had bullt from the south, and &

spur track was bullt from Carrington to Sykeston,
vhare Zr. Richard Sykes had bought lands and op-

ened several large fares in Wells County. All
these roadsz bearing separate corporate namess
' wors built as branches of the Northern Pacifle
and wexre projected by the impulse glveén by’ ,‘5
£apid influx of immigrants that followed the
#&ttlement and eultiva&ien of the lands along
the main line in 1879-80."
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1885 Territorial Census.’® In 1385, there were forty dore
weglians in all in the county in & population of 282. 1In
Emmone County, settlers came in the late eightles and set-
tled in the viainlty of Larvick ard slong Beaver (resk.
The settlements-31 MeIntogh and Emmons Countiss were quite
far in advance of the rallrscads, no connectlons being est-
ablished until in the nineties when the Soo Line passed
through the northern part of the two countiesa.

The ploneser lHorweglian settlsments in the western part
of Horth Dakota prior tc 1890 were qulte obviously the re-
sult of the rallroad expansion in thias reglon. As early as
1878, a Norwegian settlement was mede in Burleigh County in
and sbout rainted Woods.5l These settlers evidently came
on the Northern Pacific to Biemarck and then went up the
sissouri River in search of land.5? In Kidder Uounty, a

52malley, Horths i1rie Rallrosd, p. 388.
"uring the aprin and summer of 1872 the road
{Northern Pacific) was bullt to Blsmarck, & new
town on the esst bank of the ¥issourl River
which remained the western terminus until 1é? .

Ibid., p. %95.
“The bullding of ¥lssourl Division was begun
early in 1878, by the transportation of ties,
iron and athar materlial in the dead of winter
aoross the Mlsaourl River on the lce. A track
was liald upon the frozen surface of the stream
under the direction of Genersl Rosser, then the
enginoer in charge of construction, and for seve
eral weeks loocomotives and cars were run from
{continued)
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Horweglan settlement wae made in the western part of the
county in the viecinity of Mngwamﬁ} In Stuteman County,
Jamestown and the James River Valley was the center of Kore
weglan settlement. In the early eightles, a Norweglian get-
tlement was made at Waghburn on the Hissourl River in muth-
ern iclsan County. Across the Hissourl River on Hercer Rive
er, settlers came in 1883 from Glenweed, Minnssota, and set-
tled near Stanton. Horton County was settled by !l‘arﬂgim
as early as 1381 when a few gettlers ook up cattle ralsing
and wheat growing in the 1meaute“vie£nn‘.y of ﬁm&&n;%
Settlements farther west were made in the vﬁghuas in Stark,
bunn and Billinga Counties. The Stark County settlecent waj

52( continuea) :
bank to bank, until the fires were actually put
out on the engines by the water which covered
the melting ice, and the hazardous passages were
diecontinued and the track removed a few days Do~
fore the frogen bridge yielded to the rising cur-
rent of the river.”

Jstate FPlanning Board, Consultants Repori, December
15, 19354 P 2.
"0f the 151,000 inhsbitante in 1885, the first
two north-and-gouth tiers of counties in the eagt
end contained 116,000 of nearly 77 percent, while
ths three moat easterly rows held 133,000 or 88
percent. kidder, Burleigh, Emmonz and Horten
Counties in the central west and southwest part
of the State contained 14,000 persons, or slight-
1y over 2.1 percent of all. At that time many
of the counties, eapeelally those just named,
contained much more territory than they do now."

54qu aley,
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at Taylor, one of the Northern Pacifie towns, to which get-
tlers came in 1583 and 1884. Thia was the only Earwegian.
settlement in the county for many years. In Willisms Geaﬁty,
a Earxagian sattlement was made at Hofflund in 1887 and
saems Yo have remained the only settlement for some time.

The nesarsst market was Willlston, thirty milss}&xay.ﬁﬁ In
Villard Gaunty,vtha Census of 1885 reported rarﬁx-gavan Roxr=-
ﬂagians.ﬁs These wore from Illinols and Wisconsin, and, ex-
cept for gome teanmsters, were all engagaﬁ_la farming .«

By 1890, the Norwegians had plauesred the desirable
agriaulturnl areas in the sastern two-thirds of Narth Dakota.57
Settlemant followed the aatarwnnuraas in genaral, raxl 11nsa
being s secondary consideratlon. Good farming land with
plenty of wood and water was the primary factor ln the plo-

neer Norweglana' cholce of a place to settle and make a

55¢111sen, Hoffsommer, Benton, Bulletin 214, p. 18.
“The Nerthern Pacifie Rallroad was sxtended
waast Trom the ¥issourd River at Blamarck 1n
188) and completed to the comst in 1283, and
the Great Northern was bullt from ¥inot to
¥illiston and on into Hontana in 1887. . ., ."

X "- E AT ‘ y Do
Villard ”‘unty 1ater beaame part ar Stark ant
Biilings Counties.

5Twillson, Hoffsommer, Benton, Bulletin 214, p. 18.
“The Tras-Claim Act and Preempiion iaw were
repealed in 1391, after which date settlers
were limited to homesteading 160  aores or the
purchase of ratlroad land. « « ."
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home. At the time North Dakota Decame a state, the census
figures show that the Norwegian foreign born formed li.l
percent of the total population. If the American-born Nor-
woglians wers included, probably twenty-five percent of the
total population of North Dakota in 1890 was of Norwegian
gta@k.ﬁa

Horwegian settlemsnt of western North Dakota contine
ued throughout the 1890's and 1900's, beling consideradbly
accelerated by the “back to the land movement” between 1500
and 1910.59 Burke and Divide Countles were settlsd by Nor-

Saﬁcpartatnt ar Tha Intarior, Censns Grticc gg;g;gr
8 3y of : Q a8 Al

y k3 kb ;‘i; ] ﬁgﬁ 895
IC 1. 634’ 688’ 69@.
In‘1890 ﬂhnra were 25,TI5 fareign born Horweg-
fjans in North Dakots of a total population of
182,719. There were 44,698 Norweglans of nat-
ive snd foreign birth in the State on that date.

595tate Planning Board, Co
ber 15* 19351 Pe e
"Betwesn 1900 and 1910 the population almost
doubled ,the increase being over 88 percent.
The western part of the State now recelved rap-
id gettlement. Two or three things had happen=-
ed which seccount for this. Land gettlement laws
wers made more favorable for those desiring semli-
arid tracts. The avallable supply of first-rate
and desirable land elsewhere had been or was be-
ing exhausted. That decade witneased an except-
ionally heavy immigration from abroad, much of
which was Scandinavian people, who were acouse
tomed to northern climates and were land hungry."

¥1llson, Hoffsommer, Benton, Bulletin 214, p. 19.
"“The "Back to the land movement™ was on batween
190C and 1910, people wers land hungry, fortunes
had been made by increases in land values in the
(continued)
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weglans pvimariiy during this perlod of accelsrated settle-
ment. The enlarged homeatead act of 1909 incremsed the
tempo of settlement considerably.’® The railreads played
their part in the settlement of the naatarﬁ part of Horth
Dakota by bullding new lines especially between 1907 and
1915,

Eorweglan lmmigrants continued to settle Lthroughout -
the state in the years to come and today they can be found
in svery county in the state ae prosperous farmers and bua-

. taasﬁmanfsl

59 cont 1nued)
central west, and paapln expeated a rayatitiaa
of those increases in all lsnd. Rallroad lines
bullt between 1907 and 1915, opened up practic-
ally all the weatern part of the State to set-
tlemzent. HNot only farmers but businesamen, pro-
fessional men, lal g, school teachers, and
people of avary walk in 1life flocked to the new
country to ga% frae homestieads or cheap rell-
road land.”

0gtate Plaaaiag Board, ltante ,
15, 1935, p. 19
"In 1909 the enlarged homestead act was passed
which permitted settlers to homestead 320 acres.”

61y » Dy Be

”Ia 1930 the ecountry providing North Dakota with
the largest numder of foreisn-born was ﬁarwa%

It was the birthplace of 31,337 which is 29
porcent of the foreign-born white stock or 4,6
percent of the total population. 22,617 origin-
ated in Russia (3.3 percent of the total popula-
tion); 10,114 originsted in Gersany (1.5 percent
of the total p@pﬁl&&i@ﬁ); 12,241 came from Can-
ada (1.8 parcent); 8,470 from Swaden {1.2 per-
cent). Thirty percent of the State's population

{ continued)
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is of Norweglan stock, 12.8 percent Russian,
8.0 percent German, 3.9 Percent Canadian, and
4.4 percent Swedish. . « « The Norweglan immi-
grants are distributed over the entire State,
showing no special preference for any loecalli-
ties that were chosen by other immigrants also.”



CHAPTER IV
THE NORWEGIAN FARMER

The Korweglan lmmigrant came to the United States
and to Horth Dakota with a strong attachment to the soll.

To the land-hungry Norweglan ploneer of the seventies and
eighties the seemingly endless reaches of Dakota prairie
must have seemed as the fulfillment of his desirse for econ-
omic security, which %o him was of great importance. The
Red River Valley with its wood-bordered streams and thg
rolling plains to the west, was a region ideally mi&aﬁ’%
the purposes of the agrarian Norseman.

When he firet osme into the State he settled along
the streams and those areas shere wood and water were ﬁmiiy
available. Being "woodsminded" it took the Norweglan settler
sose time to become eonvinced that the prairie could be as
fertile and productive aa more wooded regions. He found the
soll fertile and easy to cultivats for there were no siones
or stumps in the way of the plow.

Many Norweglans came iInto the State during the time
of the great land boom, 1879-1886, a period of plemtiful rain-
fall and no droughts to discredit the new territory. He found
that hard spring wheat could bs grown successfully snd that
sorn oould be grown intthe southeasterm part of the State.
Free and shesp land ocould be eaelly obtained under the Home
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stead Act, the Timber Culture Act or he could buy 1t urder
the Pre-emption Law.l This was probably the greatest single
attraction in North Dakota for the Norwegian immigrant. Come
ing primarily from the farming dlstricts in Norway, it 1s
natural that he should sesk a like ocoupation in this coun-
try.

The firat ﬁcrscé;an sottlers came into the State by
oxen and wagon, some of them driving a few head of cattile
and horses. 4any brought their familles with them while
others walted until they had staked out their claims and
had some sort of shelter built before bringing out their
wives and children; which was usually the following summer.

The first spring or summer each sett ler broke only
& small amount of land, ﬁsuaily about five to ten afres on
aach quarter section. Host of the first summer was spent
bullding a home of logs, 8od or a combination of both. If
time didn't permit, a roof extending s few feet above &
dugout became & temporary residence or sometimes an.excava-
tion in & hillside with a lean-to provided shelter.

Along wooded streams the settlers usually bullt log
huts about fifteen by elghteen feet with a loft which was
about large enough to enable a man to stand erect in the

xaee footnote 21, Chapter II.
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genter. That served as a bedroom. The oracks between the
logs were filled with clay which was sometimes mixed with
grass to give it more of an adheslive quality. The roofs
were covered with bark, grass, sod or dirt.

Out on the prairies away from wooded streams they
built their first homes from sod. Thus, the sod shanty be-
came characteristic of the prairie settlements. It was
made of sod bricks obtalned by turning over furrows of even
width and depth. The sod was cut with a spade into bricks
about three feet long and these were laid side by side a~
round an enclosure which was often about sixteen by twenty
feet. Spaces were left for dcors and windows and every
third layer was placed crosswise for greater stability.

The oracks were filled in with dirt. #hen the wall was
built high enough, door frames and window frames were put
in and sod bullt around them. A forked post in sach end of
the house supported a ridge pole from which rafters could de
1aid to the top of the wall. BErush, prairie grass and pod
were used to complete the roof.

"rhess werd usually temporary homes. As soon as rail-
roada reached the violnity of the settlemente, lumber waa
shipped in and modern houses were ullt. The first stables
were of sod, but after the new frame home was constructed
and the farmer felt that he was financlally able, he buils
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modsrn barns and sheds of lumber too.

The firat years the seeding and harvesting vers gulte
often done by hand. The flail or a horse power machline wss
used to thresh the orop. Usually after the second harvest
the farmer was able to buy a horse drawn drill and harvester
and glsc & share in & threghing machine with hls nelghbors.

Getting the produce to market; wheat, other cereals,
potatoea, and sometimes & beef animal or plg, was a problem.
The first Horweglians in Tralll County had t© bring thelr
Tars products by oxen and wagon transportation to Alexand-
ria, ¥innesota, nearly 200 miles away. But this lagted only
a short time since they soon secured & nearer market in
Fargo. The farmers in Grand Forks County brought their
produce to Fargo as sekm; as the rallroad was ullt to the
town. The trip required about seven days, six of which were
spent on the road. Late in the fall some neighbors usually
clubdbed together, went to Fargo and bought enough supplies
to last until spring. Later & supply statlon was establish-
#d in Caledonia in Traill County on the Red River near the
mouth of the Goose. About 1876 a steam flour mill was
bullt here, to which the gettlers resorted for flour and
feed.

The rallrosda were usually not far bshind the settler
and as he moved west he as & rule had a place to market his
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produce within a reasonable dlstance of his farm.

Labor on the Tarm was provided by the settler, his
wife and children. His son was looked upon as sufficliently
developed at fourteen to do the work of a man and the more
sons he had the more prosperpus he usually became. The
wife's work on the farm seomed never done, ds & ruls it was
continuous from daybreaik till dark. With the family working
together it wasn't long before more farm land was acquired
and new buildings and modern convenlences appeared.

The settlers along the rivers usually gaught plenty
of rish, enough for the swmer months and some %o salt down
for the winter. Upland game birds guch as prairis chickens
were plentiful. Berry bushes produced quite well along the
streams, their frult giving the reguler dist some variety.
The food supply wes usually plentiful.

Hr. Axel Tellefaon in hie Higtorica.

pogians In The Red River Valley, £ives an interesting account

of farming in the Goose River reglon as relatsd to him by
Hathlae Haldor, an early Rorweglan settler.

"We had six or eight aores of field and for two years
we threshed our orep with a flall. We placed two bassweed
loge en either slde of the threshing floor to keep the wheat
frow soattering and blowing away. Zither the second or third
spring that I was here, I intended to go to Fargo with scme
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potatoes to sell. At Zlm river the bridge was gone., I
found a man who had a boat, but 1ts ocarryling capacity was
not very great. I had to take the wagon apart and transg-
port it across in pleces. Then I took the yoke of oxen
and had them gwim over to the other alde.”

“The Hudaon Bay Company had avatﬁru at Caledonia
and one at Frog Polnt. They sold groceries to us on credit.
In Caledonia they uged to bave a barrel of beer standlng in
the middle of the floor and whoever came in to trade could
~ help himself. One 3aar’ihc~ﬂﬁdna& Bay Company threshed our
;4gpain,aad we were % pay for the t&rtching after we had
hénio& Q&r grain to narket. As a result zany old timers
are atili owing the Hudeson Bay Company for threshing as
well as for groceries. This was fortunate for us for we
had no money with which %o buy food.

« « « The first year Simeon was on hls clalm he lived
in a dugout which was made in the slde hill. This constl-
tuted the improvements necessary to hold the land. There
woere no sod houses by the river.”

"Qur nearest market was Benson, Hinnesota. ¥y bro-
ther Christian was down there in the fall to buy flour. I
went to Otter Tall County to buy meed whest. The only thing
we had to s#ll was a heifer or & calf. Then we came up here
in our wagons we had a breaking plow with us. The first
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Years, my wife end I geeded our llttle patcoh of ground by
bsnd. The greashoppers oame across this reglon and reached
our plece in the evening. The next =morning vhen they began
to move onward sgain, their flight resembled a vast cloud
that swept along like a snowstorm. They destroysd our gar-
den but the grain was not damaged much.”

From 8 letter by Peer Ashels.

"fhe big snow winter of 1896-97 was ths most memor-
able of the herdships of early days. A neighbor, Albert
Loftus, searched for thres daye, digcing in the snow arifis,
to looate his stables which he found two fest under the sur-
face of the arifts. Steps had to ke cut, in order to get
the horses up the steep incline whers he had shoveled the
sniow away before the door. ?harsggbls was pressed out of
shape and collapsed as soon as the un@?malfed; At Rasmue
Riveland's place, four and a hadf miles east of Buxton, dur-
ing that same blizzard, the door of his hut wazs snowed in
aend Riveland had to erawl through the upetairs window to
get out."2
| The farming in the Red River Valley during the first
twenty years of occupation wsas of a rather primitive kind.

The use of a breaking plow, the first seascn, and of the

ETellersan,
272 and

3 Do 268,
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crossplow, the drill, the harvester and the threshing mach-
ine, in one continual round, ylelded rich returnas of wheat
and other cereals. But slight attention was pald to other
branches of farsing, and money as & ruls came easy to the
farmers. The small shantles gave place to substantlal farm-
houtses, and the temporary stables gave place in time to
large barna and machine shedp. However, there was a per-
aeptible decrsase in returns from the early farming methods,
and gradually the farmers of the valley found 1t necessary
to take up improved methods of farming and ralse stock and
otherwice diversify their Tarming in order to secure the
best resulte. Diversified farming was pmnat&gnﬁ'%e 2 large
extent throughout Horth Dakota untii_rocen£ y¢ars, when L
trend toward stralght grain rarwing is beéawing naﬁxeédblé,
a Tactor which may prove, aéﬁnﬁmically, aaaeﬁhﬁ% unseund .

The Norwegisn'farmer's training in handieraft, this
working with wood, iron and stone, in his homeland has given
him coneiderseble mechanical ability which 12 one of the es-
sentials of a good farmer. Hachinery 1is used in nearly sll
enterprizes on the farm, therefores gsome knowledge of mech-
anics 1s a great asset.

Norway has given to North Dakota more farmers than
ang other European country. Of the foreign born farmers in
the State in 1910, 29.4 percent were Norweglans, 20+4 pere
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ssnt Euasian, 10.6 percent German, 7.3 percent Swedigh,
and 3.4 percent Danish, followed by others of lesser per-
centages. If we add to the number of foreign born the
dessendanta having one or both parents of forelgn dirth
we have the following percan%agaﬁ: Norway, 33.3 percent,
Russis, 15.3 percent, Germany, 14.7 percent, Sweden, 6.6
percent and Denmark 3.1 percent. The eensus of 1900 shows
that 63 percent of second generatlion Norwaglans live in
rural communitiss.® | |

In 1910, 3,477 farms belonging to Norweglans of the
firaz g@narnsiaa 1n~3arth ﬁakaza,wera fris fron nmvﬁgagis
tnd a lsrgsr nuabar er tha ramaiﬁéar had only small indebte
edness. Out of the tetal»or &G,@&& Borweglan farm opere-
tors in the State, 9,362 owned thsir farme. Thls can de
consldered an excellent record.?

During the depression of the thirties many farmers
1¢§§ thelr land through mortgages and foreclosures but
since the advent of good crops in the fortleg, 8 high pere
cenbtage of ins farmers own thelr farms sgain.

3T 5» gﬁ’?erﬁtﬁd, L 116 W3
{Fargo,
"1 son, Hoffsomuer, Een&an,

bﬁwerst&d; BHorweglan T




CHAPTER V
THE HORWEGIANS AND THZIR RELIGIOH

The Norweglian ploneers generally came from the older
settlements where they had spent a fow years after their
arrival, during which time they had come in contact with
one or more of the Norweglan churches in this sountry. Those
mzx;s from the western part of Horway, who had been influen-
ced by the Haugean revival, jJolned one of the bodles which
had its origin in that movement, and those whose sympathies
were with the state church at home, generally sought mwimf-
’ixhip in the Horweglan aynea.l Upon immigrating to antman ﬁ

13111&1»&, Horweglan Lutheran Churgh,
During the m 3 Le period of the 19th mnmrx
Seandingvian immigrants from aucim, Rorway
and Denmark began to srrive. The first of
these to o ize was the Hauge Synod in 1846.
It wan in honor of Hans Nielson Hauge,
the .?i.etist Reformer of Norway, and organized
by Elling Kiiam, a Z.as prmer.

Je Lo+ Noave, 4 1 i8 S0 ne lutneran

'ml R v

Eansl T Hauge 1773.-13%3

". « » Ho was senverted in 1796 and soon began
o preach the Word to the people« « « »
He 414 not put himself dlirectly in opposition to
the clergy; but, while thelr sermons were per-
meated with rationallstio views, leading to re-
liglous indifference, i1f not to open ungodli-
ness, he preached the gospel in its purlity and
eimplicity, telling sinners to repent, find
{argiu veness in Jesua Chrlst, and live a new

Be v o "
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lons they sought to extend thelr church by organizing ocon-
gregationa and calling upon the synod of which they were
mezbers to supply them with pastors. In order to assist
them in this work and to care for the members who had moved
beyond thelr organized jurigdiction, the synods sent out
mission pastors to the frontler settlementa. In communi-
ties whore various groups of settlers had located, and where
synodical affiliations differed, watiers wars complicated.
¥hen the gettlers could set. up se;mmm org&nimt&mﬂ Fop~
regenting the various tendencios, the a1f flculty 'ma mhuﬁ,
“but in small communities fres oongre @kxm w&m arsaaizs&,
deaving the mttm" of aymdiaal affiliation ¢to bs _aqcmm-
at a later date. OCenerslly these congregationa. béma part
of the aynod of which the mwr was s menber.

There wera in 1870, four, and in 1876, five synodical
bodies of the Norwsglan Lutheran faith in the United States.
Cnly the three larger ones were represented in the Red River
Valley during the territorial ;:eria&.z Thege were: the
Korweglan synod, adbout equal in membership to all the others
taken together; the Norwegian-Danish Gonference, which have
ing lost the Danish element through a separation and was
gonerally known as the Conference; and the ivangellcal luth-

®H1llesland, Norweglan Lu
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eran Church, which after 1875 was known as Hauge's synod "
Thege two latter bodies were gmall but growing rapidly,
and t.heml was atrong competition for menbership betwaen the
Conference and Norwegian synod in the early days in the
3tate.

The schism which opsursdd in the Norweglan synod,
bringing about the temporary organization of the Anti-His-
gourian Brotherhood in 1886, was also felt in this State.t
iiinlsters and congregations seceded from thae Rorwegian
synod and Joined the new organization, é.b,gswmking four
separate ahnré&'_wiu“ atong the Norwegisn mmem in
tha‘ﬁaéAﬁiv%r Valley, wii@‘gaariy¢ﬁa pguql.&embernhip to-
ward the ¢loge of the tawitarinl peric)ﬁ:‘

The first Borwegian Lutheran congregations organized

3&1 1917, Hauge'a synod with two other groups became
the Evangeliosl Latheran Church.

SPA01 HiBLOrY O aran Church, p» 397.
"fhe most violent controversy within the ayned
(Misacuri s;mog aged around the question of
predestination (1880). Sehmidt attacked ¥ale
ther's theory of election contalned in the
synodical records of 1877 and 187%9. The synod
was dlvided into two opposing camps. To pre-
vent a dlvislion, 1t lefi the Synodieal Confer-
ence in 1883%. Howaver, a schism ocourred
seven years later. Jehmldt and his followers
(a third of the gynod) withdrew and formed a
"brotherhood”™, In 18%0 they united with other
bcgdiag.“temim the United Norweglan Lutheran

Urei«

bk
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in what 1s now North Dakota, date back to 1871.° During
that yaa# zheuﬁsénc’s songregation of the Ewgngsiiaal Luth~
 eran Church was organized in the northeast corner of Rioh~
lahé Caﬁnty and Tripil’énngrcsatian of the Norweglan synod
was organized in Cass County on the Red River west of
atargntaunas ‘Beginnings of an organizatlon, which wers
perfected the following year, were also made in Case Coun-
ty on the Sheyemm River nm Hickson. The first organi~-
sation of a ehﬂréh in Tralll County took place in 1872.
fhathxesr Aal aaagreéa&inﬁ of the Conference was argaaiaﬁa
en the Goose River, between Hillsboro and Mayville. The
first church ln Barnes ﬁmﬁy was t.h.a Sheyenne Valley con=
gragn#kaﬁ;‘arganxzea,ink18?3.n§rthaa¢tﬁar aﬁiiy.. That same
© gear Trinity church was organizad in %alsh County on Park
! River, four milss west—er Grafton. 1In l87§ §wa eangiégu?‘
tione were organized in Orand Forks camﬁy, ‘Hol, on the
Goose River _m:mm of Horthweod, and Walle east of Thomp-
son. In 1877 the Little Forks ‘mwemm wag emi@
in Steele County on the Goose River. The fbllaming yoar
the Lutheran ghuroh of Rutland was organized in Sargent
County. In 1379 the first Lutheran church in Pémbina sounty

Sui1lesland, Hornes!
§;g;59 P-&(9.

2
e N

B 212.
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#as organized in the town of Pembina.! The same year two
churches were founded in Ransom County: the St. Olaf cone
gregation on Yaple River at Znderlin and the Quam congre-
gation on the Sheyenne River ati Opwego. In 1380 the Haak~
ot 'W!ma&mn vag orgenized in &rigg%‘* Ccmﬁf on ?.h# ahey~
enne Siiver southeast a‘i‘ mmr:stm, The fallmr;ng wﬁr
tem churches worse fmmd@ﬁ in ﬁalacm County: he %a %sz.nm‘
ha.ka mreg&ﬁm near Balken and the Northern &wxﬂme
t%’alley mrﬁg&t&ﬁn at. Lea postoffice. In 1882 Stefanus
‘%%983&!‘.1033 wasg nrgmim .‘m Cavaller County on the smﬁsz
‘branch of Park River, southwest of #1lton.3

) ﬁurtme; tm stanuag theres were thirteen aomrmw
tzans afganiam in Traill County, aseven in Ria&lsn&, aix
in Grand Torks, thres in walsh, two in Ranma, and ;am._ in
eagh of the f@llwing epuntiag, Barnes, Sargeant, Stesle,
‘and Pembina. After 1870 a number of early churches wore
i@mt&& along the rivera. 3Scon alter 1880 eleven congre-
#ations wers argamﬁa& in Rlchland County, seven ln Caﬁa,'
fifteen in Trsill, twenty-seven in ¥alsh, six in Pembins,
seven 1In Sargent, twelve in Nansom, thirtesn in Barnes,
nine in Steele, thirtesn in Grigge, fiftesn in Nelson and
slevea in Cavalier Gounty.’
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In 1900 a new body, the Lutheran Brethren, which had
been arggnizaﬁ in ¥ieconsin that year, began to establigh
congregations in the Red River Valley. Iﬁ:191?; the Luthe
eran Brethern had nine small congregations located in Riche
land, Ransom, Sargent, Traill and Grand Forks Counties.

The lutheran Free church, a composite of minority
factions organized in 1897, had in 1917, thirty-four cone-
gregations dlstributed throughout the counties in the Red
FPiver Valley with the axcgp&lenvsf saprgent .

Hauge's synod had thirty-one churehes scattered
throughout the Red River Valley, with the exceptlion of Pem-
-bxnk;m,fn ¥a13h130unty this synod had seven dhu:ahes and
in five countles 1t had only one congregation in each.

?&a linlted Norweglan Lutheran church was represented
in 211 these countlss, varying from two to nineteen in
aaag.ll The Norweglan aynod had organized fifty-seven

10:11110a1and, 3

liﬁarlia, ry. ¢ ] Riie)t)

“The 1s synodi - be faﬁndcd éar&nﬁ this
periad (1850~189§) is the United Norweglan luth-
eran Chureh of Ameriea. I% was founded June 13,
1390, at Hinneapolia, Finnesota. ind the event
is of ﬂca%rea& &uporiquae that 1t easily nariks an
apooh, not only in Norweglan Lutheran church hig-
tory, but also in ths history of the ﬁamucsians
without regard to church connections.”
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congregations, all of which were locsted in the Red River
Valley couniles, sxcept Grigge, varying in number from ons
to ten in the geveral counties. In Fembina 1ts churches
had beoome part of the Ioelandie synod.

Hegotistions which for nany years had been carried
on apong the Norweglan Lutheran chureh bodles, resulted in
1917 in a union of Hauge's synod, the Norweglan synod end
the United Norwegien chureh.’? This union became the Evan-
gelical Lutheran fhureh which is also referred to as the
Norwegian lLutheran Church.

In 1926 thers wers 538 Norweglan Lutheran churshes
in Rorth Dakota with only 162 pastors or en a&wm& of one
for every 3.3 congregations.}> In 1936 this church group
had 514 local churches with at lesst one church in every
aounty in the state except Sioux and Sumons Gounties.t”

12&1110&1&!&4; Sorwssian iather B Lhuray

gﬂmm were 12 Lutheran bodlies represented in
North Dakota in 1936. m %iamagim Lutheran
ie the strongest churoh group, sosording to the
number of churches, with 5&# ccal churches.
Thie denomination waes most haavily concentrated
in the east central seotlion of Horth Lakota with
s atrong rmmt&ﬁm throughout the northern
tsaJ.f of the State.”
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This decrease was probably due in part at least to the fol-
lowing factors: (1) A decrease in number of farme in some
areas shich has resulted in a decresse in the population
and the abandonment of churches, {2) A tendensy on the part
of gome denominations to enlarge parishes by consolidating
neighboring congregations, (3) A tendency on the part of
some religlous bodles to cocperate and combine two congre-
gations of different denominations making one argm&m&imf %

In 1947, there were 508 NHorweglan Lutheran congrega-
tions in the State, a galn of 5 percent over the year 1946.
The merberahlp consisted of 97,322 souls baptiszed and 67,206
souls confirmed which was & galn of 3,891 and 1,669 respect-
ively in that yeamw These 508 churches had only 138 set-
ive pastors, an average of ene for every 3.6 congregations.

It muet be remembered that the entire membership of
this church is not of Norweglan ancestry, but they are by -
far in the zajority. The only other religious group in
Horth Dakota of Forwepglan extraction at the present time
is the Lutheran Free Church. Thelr membership is not large
compared to that of the Norwegian Lutheran Church.l® Then,

137, p. Solem, editor, Lutheran Almansc s
1949 (¥inneapolis, 1548}, p. 1%

K« O Hnage, Letter
gm, K. Da%, Jan. 8, 1949)
You will find on page 13 of this book (Luthersn
Almanac, 1949) that there are a nuzber of other
(eont inued)

16
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too, some Norweglans are members of other Frotestant and
nonéProtestant religlous bodies.

Ever since the territorial days the church has de-
panded on the Ladies Ald Sosleties of the various congre-
gations for much of its support. Assisted by the Young
People's organizations, these socletles have generally
equipped the church cdi?iaés with furalture and fixtures.
Cholrs, temperance socletles and men's clubs are social
organizations which have been provided for in many congre-
gations.

Sunday Schocls are provided for in moat congregations.
Several weeks of religlous Lnatéuutlans are given in many
churches during the summer months. The aahjsctg.taaght have
$to rather recent times included catechlsm, Bi&le-histérx,
church history, musie¢ and Norweglan. Raeantly the atudy of
Norweglan has practically been discomtinued and sll the time
is belng devoted to religxﬁun instruction. Teachers for
these schools are being provided for by students from the
various church colleges or th@ pastor himself in many ing-
stances does the instruoting.

16( cont1 nued) |

Lutheran bodles in the United States. Some of
these also have churches in Horth Dakota. HNever-
thaless thelr greatest strength lies in other
ptates. The only one of these bodles that is
of Horweglan extractlion is the Lutheran Free
Church. Their meshership is not large compared
t0 that of the Evangelical Lutherzn Church.

+ « « nevarthelegs our church originated
among the Norweglana and they are still by far
in the najority, « « o
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Besldes supporting thelr local pastor and mngregs-
tions, the Horwegian Lutherans in Forth Dakota have carried
on various educational and missionary enterprises.i’

» ” REOrY o1 f,*:f,, o -Nf'...;'_‘,, S0 R By Do 365&
"In 1907 Brethren Mlﬁ their
first mé mly nﬂmel“thu Lutheran Bible
Sehool, 1mtaﬁ at Wahpeton, N. D., i%}-

19133 « o
e 3- 139% Qm

‘* 9?: 379-'389& U

4 Forks College  Grand Forh ,
Fn‘l‘kx College mm wm, He De 1500-1910 Bor- .
Lutheran Bidle School Wahpeton, N. D. 19@5-‘1918 Free

. Church
Northwestern College Velva, K. D. 191@-1912 Kope -
weglan




CHAPTER VI
THE HORWEGIAN IN POLITICS

The Horweglan usually entered the fleld of politiecs
rather slowly, he took out his “first papers” for the pur-
pose of aaqui#&ng land, not necessarily that he might vote
in the next eleoction. DBut sometimes circumstances were such
that the Norwegian pioneer settilers bad to manage their own
sommunity affairs, manipulsate American institutions, and
often district and township. He 41d this ususlly through.
ferée of necesslity, especially in newly xettiaé'areas. Iin
the early years of hls settlement he vas uauaiy o ‘taxsy
breaking up the prairis, bumlé&as a homse, luarnins Eﬁslzﬁh
and uﬁapttus Americsn customs, to give much time and atten-
tion to public affalrs. Not until the lelsure of some degrse
of success was his, 4id he yleld to hia natural inclination
for politios of the larger sort.

The Horweglan, of all the Scandinavian peoples, has
the strongest liking for politics and has had the most tho-
rough political training at home. Sinoe 1814 he has lived
and aoted in a community markedly democratic. He under-
stands the moaning of the Fourth of July all the better he-

cause he and hia ancestors have for three or four genera-
tions gelebrated the Ssventeenth of May the independence
of Horway and the advent of republicaniss. It may be saild
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that he brought with him to Ameriea a falirly clear under-
standing of the m‘ming of republicanlism; elections, rep-
regsntation, loecal self-government and constitutione.

He has & tendency % favor the Republican party in
national politice for several reasons. ilany of them came
%o the United States during the Civil War pericd and sghortly
thereafter. To them the name Republiocsn had something in
it that was fascinating and in their minds the Democratic
party had been assoelated with the maintenance of n&mm}
It was a Republican north whioch had opened up the free
lands of the ¥West ;mr settlement and it was to that party
that they owed their homestead rights. Not untll the moral
q&ésﬁms were Wran&ﬁ by economic qﬁeauana relating to

eyl :;_;..,sz,, ps 159-160.

¥y r reches of the great leaders,
as thax amwd tmm ﬁagmna themaselves the evils
of slavery, as they learned of the high-handed
doings in Xansas, the zeal of the Scandiaavians
for human freedom incresged. There were no old
party traditions, feelings, or feuds, te xoop
them from judging the issue of slavery's expan~
slon on 1ts merits; nc loyalty to the memories
of dead heroes hsld them in mortmaln. Some few
of them voted for Cass in 1848 and for Plerce
in 1852, but by 1856 there was only ons lssue
for them: simply and ttrs&ghtmmaruy and al-
mogt to a man, they became Republicana.”
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the tariff, ocurrency, and labor 4id the lNorwegians begln
to arrange themselves in any conslderable numbers oulslide
the Republican party.© From 1892 to 1948 they have under
varying circumstances left the party five timeg and after

each such excursion they have returned for the moet parﬁ.s

E&bsack, Scandinayian Element, p. 164.
"Another bslieves that & oconsiderable portion
of the Scandinavians voted the Popullst ticket
in 1892 and 1854, but that they were normally
believers in the protective principle and there-
fore naturally affiliated with the Republican
party. (Letter of C. ¥. Dahl, Secretary of
State of North ﬁak@%g, garah 24, 1896.)

Tallafaan, : ~ - : iorwegliang, pe 165.
"George Tayiar augn. Preresser of Scandinavian
languages in the 3n1¥ars1ty of Horth Dakota,
estimated in 1893 that "until a few years ago
over four-fifths of the {Scandinavian) secular
press were strioctly Republican in politics.
(¢. T. Rugh, "The Secandinavian American”, Lit-
arary Northwest, Feb., xsga. He estimated the
total number of papers a% "about 12%5".)"

3see Appendix III.
The State went Republican in both the national
and state electiaa. 1948.

Larson, Borwegiar sent 1r -1
"Grand Forks eanty. Nor ¢ ﬁnkoga, nhere nearly
one-half of the voting population ie Norwegian,
offers an excsllent illustration of independent
or, if one prefers, erratic voting. The county
began to vote for President in 1892. Though it
has always had a somewhat reptless slectorate,
the Republicans managed to secure majorities for
thelr candidates from Harrison te Taft. Trouble
began in 1912. In that year Wilson carried the
county, Roosovelt follewing close behind. ¥#il-
son won again in 1916. Since that year Grand
Forke County has glven majorities to Harding,
La Follette, Hoover, and Rooegevelt. This 15 a
record that is not easily matched.”
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In local and state politics they have played much
the same role. Farty lines aren’t followed as closely as-
Ini¥ational politics. They have supported the Kon-partisan
League, a dissident of the E@pﬁhiiean party ia,thavﬁtata,
for a number of yaars‘g They have elected several of thelr
pecple as governors. Other Btate offices like those of
?reasurer,-aaﬂ;tar snd Lieutenant-Oovernor, not t mention
aou&issiansrships and appadntaaﬁ&a 40 boards, have aleo
been frequently filled by Norweglana.®

They probably made their first vqaiﬁra into politios
in township orgsnization and administration. It was organ-
izing these new townships, working the iawn wachinery, car-
rying on elections, levying and oolleoting taxes and laying
out roads, that the lmmigrants learned the rudiments of
American pﬁxztias.' Iin some townships all or nearly all the
offices ars held by Norweglans. M¥uch of the dusiness in

k?ha Nen-partisan Lesague movement 18 an agrarian move-
nent, on the whole a movement of property owners
to banufi% thengelves as such, to insure their
own hold upon the land they have acquired and the
progesses sf,storugn, exghange, and marketing up-
on which thelr prosperity depends.

Fro " : ;‘1 }' ol
annta&na& 1? ‘men af 3&&@51&3#1&& pareatags in
1895, and 18 in 1901--16 ﬁora&giana. (4 Amerioan
born), one Dane, and one Icelander.”
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these communities in thelr first years was carried on in

& foreign tongue but official records were kept in Ensliag.
Townshlp affalrse shade off almost imparasptihl; into

county affaire and the Korwegians soon began to take part

in the latter. The sounty offices which seem to be most

attractive to them are those of sheriff, tressurer, auditor,
and register of daeaa.ﬁ A high percentage of these offlces
especlally, and alao other eounty offices are today held by

Kﬂ@v@g&;&a*z
M ‘Wﬁk. 208 iNng ¥ A88 S.d a‘:.# ko P+ 14?» :
"“The county offices which geem to be most attrao-

tive to Scandinavians are those of sheriff, treas-
urer, auditor and register of deeds: . « + Esti~

' mEting on the basis of a sure minimum, with &ho

diffioulties in identifying names eliminated, the

- Seandinavians for several years after 1395 f&lﬁsd

" approximately . . . , one fifth of the 268 (coun-

oty offices) in Horth Dakota. « . ."
T1pig.,

vy Peo 14?:

"+ » » Hope recent illustrations are to dbe found
in the election of 1904. In Tralll County, North
Dakota, the sheriff, Judge, treasurser, auvditor,
register, surveyor, coroner and auparintanﬁcnt ar
schools were of Seandinavian origin. . » ." '



CHAPTER VII
LIFE ON THE PRAIRIE

The standard of living among the Norwegian settlers,
whether on the farms or in the townas, has not been very dif-
ferent from that of their Americen neighbors. It could not
vary much in a 4odshouse or cabin on the prairis whether tiu
ocoupant was a 30&3@&& or of other stock. The food was
usually of wheat, muk. fim@ wild fowl, pork, comaon veg-
etables or whatever he grew on his farm or could obtain in
tomn which amnz: mﬂsm of the basic mamiue:. The
olothing was rmcr primitive and usually rwgh but suffiec-
ient to yratn&' him from the elements. But with prosperity,
mnmmt, m& the mtmns of the reglon about ttmxs.
they took ae mfar&s ma Quxuries Just as soon as t.hoy
‘gould afford them.

The hospitality of the Norweglians is one of thelir
greatest distinctions. The eoffes pot 1a always in use, and
goffes and pastries made from 01d County and American recipes
are served whenever anyone chances into g Norweglan homs, ag
well as at meals and between meals. It is still a habit

ng the pettlers to eat a lunch, conslsting of coffee,

sandwiches and cake in the middle of the aftsrnoon, espec-
1ally in summer when the days are leng. Some also add a
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lunch in the forenoon. This babit of eating five meals a
day was acquired in the 014 Country and the settlera still
maintain it.

The Horweglans are fond of muslo~-mountain walts
nelodiee, polkas and spring dances played on the accordion
and vielin. This music 1s enjoyed by both the young and old
alike. They brought with them the eight stringed Hardanger
vioiin which was mxn‘ during the days of early asttle-
ment. Today thess vielins are found only in museums.

They are also fond of dancing. The most fantsstie
of the Norweglan dances is the Halling Dance still seen on
. speaial ocossions. It is reputedly the survival of a *ance
of death” from the days when the knife was the wmeans of
avenglng Jealousles among the young men of Halling Valley
in Norway. ¥%hen & man began the intrlicate acrobatic ateps
of the Halling Dance, the other dancers knew he had seen an
ensmy or rival in the arowd, snd unobirusively withdrew to
the edge of the dance floor, la%eing -the enemy, often unaus-
peoting, in %ljﬁ elear. Then, in a great whirl, the Halling
dancer,would send his knife spianning through the air with
its ae&eaga of death. The dance today is an acrcobatic perw
formance whloh requires mst skill. It ineludes handsprings,
the Hallingkast--a whirling and kicking step and the “Krukeng",
& Jiglike step dm_ in & half-gitiing poature with the dano-



sr moving about the floor.

In some Norwegian towns and communities, "Jule
Bakke® or Christmas Fosls still make the rounde of the
hores betwesn Chrlastmas and Xew Year. They are young people
areaiﬁd in costume and masked, who call on the nelghbors and
are g&i&n food and drink at each home visited.

A hollday in all Ferweglan communities 1; the Seven-
teenth of Kay, Norway's Independence Day. The Testivities
ususlly include spesches, plenicking and ﬁanaing*

The ﬁnrwagians prefer narrying in their own national-
ity group. In tha~savantiaa, if a zan sought s wifo cutside
his nationality, he was guilty of & form of disloyalty which
could socarcely be forgiven. Harriage with other Scandinav—
‘iahg uas,&lnawaju proper procesding, a German bride, tae;A
might expeot to be blesaed, 1T sho was of the right congre-
gation, Today they intermarry with all nationality groups;
the mating urge and rellgious belief of the spouse being
primary while natlonslity ise & secondary consideration.

¥r. Norlle in his Higtory of The Horwegian Feople in
Agerigs published in 1925 states that ". . . of the Forweg-
ian men who do not take Norweglan girls to wife, 55.1% mar-
ry Swedish girls, 10%28% marry Danlah, 4.5% smarry Finnigh,
8.5% marry German and 14.8% marry Dritish and Canadian,
whereas only 6.3% marry non-Teutons. Of the Norweglan
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women who do not take Horwegian men as husbands, 52.4% marry
Swedes, 18.0% marry Denes, 2.6% marry Fimna, 8.6% warry Ger-
mang,; 12.9% marry Britishers and Canadians, whereas only
$+5% marry non-Teutons. The Norwegisns, then, seem to be
nlnasr %o the Swedes and Danes than to any of thelir other
naighbum. This ia, at leaat, the oase with the first gene-
ration, mamina which these atatlistics mxﬁir.*i

The newly married palr is usually honered by a chari-
vari, or “"chivaree™, with the dridal cow
uously on some slow moving vehicle alﬁ mxa twash m
‘sireets 4o an aammim& of blaring ;umhzh m ma
clanging tin pans. The mmm is expected to eu.w
this procedurs by buying drinks and cigﬂ*s for the orowd.
A wedding dance is usually held at the time of the chari-
varl or shortly aftar.

nle aaatoﬁ mﬁpiﬁ-

From the publiocmiion of the Tirst Norweglan newapsper
m a Wigeonsin community in 1847 to this day, the Norwegian
element has never been without newspapers of its own. 7The
newspaper became a forum ?’er debate on problems of Ameriocan
politics and government, & magasine earrying stories and poot-
ry and essays into homes, an Americanizer of the immigrant, a

Inorite, H
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widener of cultural horizons. Besldes newspapers thers are
the books, the radlo and the farm magazines which continue
m point out new methods, new gadgets, new technlgues for
blamnng time and weather, mechanles and chemistry, the gen-
etice of both flora and fauns, into a richer and more frulte
ful 1ife for the farmer and his family.

In 1937 there were two Norweglan papers published in
the State, one in Grand Forks and the other in Fargo.? These
elrculate largely in the northern and eastern countiaes.
Scandinsvias newspapers published outsidse of the Stats, alse
have a wide cireulation i North Dakota.

The organization bearing this name was formed in Hin-
neapolis, Einnesota, in January, 1895, and ite present head-
quarters is in the New York lLife Bullding of that eity.

It was organized by 10 men, and fiftean yeare later,
in 1910, it had 127 local lodges and approximately 8,000
amhars.} The cohiefl purposes of the organization are to
unite 1n a fraternal union, men of Horweglan descent or
those that have been citizens of Norway, to preserve and pro-
mote an interest in the Norweglan language, to give to the

2iay, Bulletin 288, p. 31-32.
%eiletm. Hiptoriea
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new country the benefit of the soclal and political endow-
ments of the members and learn to meet the demands of the
new conditions here, to promote a mutual understanding and
agreements among Norweglans in America and seek to preserve
the history of the Horweglan lamlgfants.

The lodges have supervision over and distribute ald
to their needy members and look after the subseriptions for
life insurance. The members keep posted on labor conditions
in this country so as to be able to ald the newcomers in
securing positions. The erganizations seek to secure the
_ best lecturers and by means of song and addresses to devel-

:'ap,an.aﬁyreﬁiatsaﬁ ta?vﬁarwégiaﬁ melodies and the memoriles
of the native land.

| ‘The Scandis Soclety was organized in 1893 with 1ts
alm being "to stimulate interest in recent problems and in
Soandinavian literature”, and that this shall be accomplished
by means of lectures, debates or discussions, resdings, the
edlting of a paper by the members of the organization and
by the forming of a library.?

For about thirty years Scandia existed as an important
factor in developing the soclal and intellectusl life of the
Semné&naxzana of Grand Forks. During this period the soglety

Arollefson, F
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had a number of literary programs, concerts and celebrations
of various kinds and posaessed a llbrary consisting of seve
eral hundred books.

Grand Forks College was erected by the Red River;Val~
ley lutheran Assocliation in 1891. This association consisted
of persons who were members of Horweglian lutheran congrega-
tions of the Red River Valley. The school was opsned in the
fall of 1891 with Professor H. Roalkvam az principsl and
Professor R. $. Knudson as tressurer. According to a report
by the latter, July 8, 1893, the total value of the school
property was then about 335,' .3

The school had a falr attendance for its kind as 201
students had enrolled during the Muie yoar of 1892-93.

Of these one hundred 'ror#y were from North Dakota and sixty
from Winnesota. In the summer of 1893, at the close of the
sscond school year there were six gvaﬁuausas

On account of the poor crops among many of the far-
mers of North MQ‘M and wegtern linnesota in the early nine-
ties, the members of the assoclation failed to subseridbe to
the paying of the college debt. Furthermore, many subscribers
ware unable to pay their subsoriptlions.
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The lack of funds necessitated the dlscontinuanacs of
the school as a Lutheran institution and it was sold 1n ¥ay-
of 1894. The college was bought back in 1900 by the Norweg-
ian Evangelical Lutheran synod.?

The main courses offered by the school were s prepar-
atory courae for those who had not completed the elghth giade
in the common schools, a normal eourse which included all the
branches required for a first g*um leacher's certificate,

' Lntmr College praparatory mmn to meat ‘kht denants of
mﬂt tha were preparing to enm the Luther College at e~
wm, Ien, m& B mam:l sourse malud:.na shorthand and
tmrxmsg, |

m Forks College mﬁmﬂd its succesaful work in
Grand Forks t111 1911 when it was moved to Velva, North Da-
kota. A fow years later the school was discontlnued..

In Horth Dakota University a Scandinavian department
was estadblighed in 1891 with George T. Rygh as Aaslatant Pro-
fessor. xnstmaﬁm was offered in sa;wasm for beginners
a8 well as for advanced students. In ?.m former oourse sel-
ectionsa were read from Bjlorneon and lLie, also Ibsen's “Et
Dukkehjen” and "Terje Vigen", together with exercises in
composition. In the mdvanced clsss Kielland's "gkipper

Trollerson, Historieal Nob
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Torse", Ibsen's "Brand", Lie's "Den Fremsynte" and Tegner's
"Frithjofs Saga” wers studlied besides selected Norwegian poe~
mﬁ Later a course was given in the history of Norweglan
literature and one in 014 Norss. In the latter Vigfusson and
powel's "Icelandic Prose Reader” was used. Frm 1895 to 1898
the Scandinavian chalr was vacant. During the year 1899-1900,
Ga&'} Je %u&rsm, mwmt Professor of Phxﬂﬁﬂ, instructed
in Horweglan. . .« .2 ’ ,
In a ml&ﬁivou short time it hap bm possible to
Ml& up an a:tamj.va Xibw of Horwegian, Danish and Ie&hﬂ&—
;;xe literaturs, at the Universiy, probsbly the largest in the
Fest. .In 1305 a sum of about three thousand dollars. was ap-
miam at m t&m for the purpose of putting the Scandi-~
navian library on & good basis, from Soandinavians in the
state, and Professor Lingelstad made a personal visit to Nor-
way and Denmark to purchase books.l®

The leglslature of 1913 appropriated §8,000 for an
exhibit at Oslo, Norway. The governor appointed a commission
to gather exhibits of the products of the state, photographs
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of fwrm buildings, churches, educational bulldings erected
by iamtunavim people, all tending to show the progress and
advancement of Norway's sons in this State, and the opportun~
ities which the state afforded for futuwre lamigrants. A fund
was raised by the sitizdns of all natlonalities and s statue
of Abraham lLincoln was bought. The governor, the members of
‘his staff, and & large mﬂ.tm of prominent Scandinavians
aceompanied the "ecommission”™ to Emy, snd Governor Hanna
personally, in behalf ar m aisium of Eorth Dakots, pre-
aented %hs atatue of ﬁm Lﬂ.zmaln %0 the King of am;:.
The M #‘f Norway ia mbtr. 1935; oonfarred upon Gov-
ernor Hanna "the order of 8¢. Olaf" of the first oclass. It
is the highest oivie éam}ién given by the Horweglan gov-
ernment.

The Norse-imerican Centennisl held in Einneapolis in
the summer of 1925 celebrated the one~-hundredth anniversary
of the landing of the "Sloop Party".

The exhidition pressnted an impressive ploture of the
pioneer 1life of the Norweglans in the states of Iowa, ¥Wisocon-
sin, ¥innesota, the Dakotas, and other parts of the Northwest,
egpecially bringlng sut the orude beginnings of that 1life and
tracing the result of hard aork and deprivation through the

11,

‘ s
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remarkable development of agrioulturse and industry in that
region whers the NHorweglans settled in large mmberas. 7The
exhibitions included many of the things brought by these
immigrants to America, aas well as the implements uda!_'bx
their omn hands to t1ll the ground and support life in the
new country. A great many examples were shown of the handi~
srafts, especially in textiles and wood which wers charaster-
istic of Horweglsn home life. There wers alsc examples of
palnting, sculpture, and araftwork dons by both lmmigrants
- and thelr aesmt.a. |

This Centennisl, by bringing mgcmm graphia
and convineing evidence of their labor in developing the
Hortuwest, was a source of pride and satisfactlon to Norweg-
len-born Americans; it was aleo ineplring to native-born Amer
icans, thousands of whom joined in the uniqus ocelebraticn.
The pub;ia;it;r in connection with it was widespread and visi-
tors came from all seotions of the country, President and
Era. Coolidge naking a speclal trip from Washington in honor
of the event. It was the cccasion for publishing s histery
of the Norweglans in Amerieca--Norlle, Olaf Morgan, History

L The Norwegien Peuple in Amerioca, Augsburg Publishing
House, Hinneapolis, Hinnesota, 1925»12

lgﬁ&wng LERLIATAND 8, PP. 91-82.
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APPENDIX A

Olaf Horgan Norlle, History of ihe Norwesiasn People
B _iperies, {(Eimnsapolis, 1925) ppe 122-123.

"The party consisted of 9 married couples, with 21
ehildren, of whos & are known to have been boys, and 13
girls, while four are listed simply as ahildren. Thers were
also 13 single men and 1 single woman. The name s of these
Sloop Folk, together with the years of their bdirth and death,
are given herewith, based largely on R. B. inderson’s “"First
Chapter of Norweglan Immigration®™:

Family Heada:
(1) larson, Lare (1787-1845)
{3) Hersdsl, Comellus Nelson (1789-1833)
{A) Hersdal, Caroline, nee Peerson ( -1848)
{5} Hersdsl, Hels Nelsen (1800-1886)
(6) Hersdal, Bertha, nee Hervig (1804.1882)
(7) Hervig, Henrick Christopherson (  -1884)
{8) GHervig (Harwiok), Hartha, nee _ _ _ _{ -1868
(9) Lima, Simon.
(30) Lima, _ _ _.
{11) uMdland, Thomas{1778-1826)
(12) Medlana, _ _ . (1768-1829)
{13) Rossadal, Daniael Stenson (1779-1854)
{14) Rossadal, Berths, nee Staveon { «~1854)




(15)
(16)

an

(18)

(19)
(20)
{a1)
{22)
(23}
{24)
{25)
(26)
(27)
{28)
{29)
{30}
(31)

{32}
(33

(34}
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Stene, Johannes (1779 ).
Stene, Marths, nee Kindingstad (1780- )
Thompson (Thoraom), Oyen (1795-1826)
Thompson, Berths Carcline, nee _ _ _ {1790-1844)

Children:
Larson, Margaret Allen (1825-1916). Mrs. Hohn Atwater.
Helson, (Hersdal), ann (181A-1858). Not married.
Helson ,(Hersdal), Zels {1816-1893). Married Catherine Iverson.
Helson (Hersdal), Inger (1819-1896). Married John §. Hitchell.
Nelson (Hersdal), Martha (1823~ } « Rarried Beach Fellows.

¥adland, Rachel (1807- ). ¥rs. Laras Olsen Helland

Nadland, Julia (1810-1846). Hrs. Guidmund Haugaas.

Hadland, Sersna (1814~ ). ¥ra. Jaceb Anderson Slogvig.
Rosdail (Rossadal], Ellen (1807-1883). Mrs. Cornelius Cothren.
Rosdail (Rossalal), Aave (Ovee) 1809-1890). Married Ger-
trude Jacobs (1) ¥rs. ¥arths Haagsnson (2).

Rosdail (Rossadal), Lars (1812-1837). Kot married.

Rosdall (Roszadal), John (1821-1893). Karried _ _ _ Quam (1);
Carcline Peeraon (2).

Rosdall (Rossadal), Helga Hulda (1825-1914). kErs. Erassus
Olson.
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{35) Stene, Heleme Cora (1812. ).

(36) Stene, _ _ .

(37) Thompaon, Sars {(1818- )+ Hrs. Geoprge Olmstesd (1);
¥re. ¥Ym. ¥, Richey (2).

{38) Thompson, Anna Marie (1815-1842). ¥rs. ¥m. W. Richey.

(39), Thompeon, Carcline (1825-1826).

Single Ment:

(40} Bjasdland, Thorstein Olson (1795-1874). Married Guro Olson.

(41) Dahl (Dall), Endre (Andrew). Narvied Mrs. Sven Assen.

(42) Erikson, Nels.

(43) Heugass (Hogas), Gudmond (1800-1843). Married Julls Madland
{1); Caroline Hervig (2).

(33) Helland, Lars Olson. larried Rachel ¥adland.

{4%5) Hettletvedt, Ole Olson ( ~1B49) . Married _ _ _ Cham-
berlain (1); _ _ _ (2).

{46) Iverson, Halvor.

(37) Johnson, George (  -1849). Married _ _ _ Nordboe.

{A8) Johngon, Cle (1798-1879). Married irs. Halinda Frink (1);
Ingeborg _ _ . (2); Ingeborg Iverson (3).

{49) Slogvig, Jasodb Anderson (1807-1864). Harried Serena Madland.

(50). 8logvig, Knud. Xarried _ _ _ Olson Hettletveds.

(51) Stangeland, Andrew. Harried Susan Cary.

(52) Thompson, Nels ( -1863). M¥arried ¥rs. Bertha Carolins
Thompson.

{53) Larson, Bara. Deaf and dum
married.

sister of Lars Larson. NHot
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APPENDIX B

HEMBERSHIP--19471
By Cireults
The Evangelical Lutheran Church
BORTH DAXOTA DISTRICYT

Cirouite Gwm— &mu Bouls Souls

Pa%rn Baptized Confirmed

Biemarck 12 4 3,490 2,338
Cooperstom 41 11 7+599 5,266
Crosby 25 5 3,497 2,097
Diokinson 1A & 1,441 966
Farge 34 16 11,178 7,527
doose River 22 8 6,263 4,642
Grand Forks 24 9 74987 5,469
Harvey 2 5 3,079 2,226
Hettinger 19 A 2,720 1,807
lake Region 32 8 T,640 4,997
Lakota 15 5 2,502 1,891
Max 3 9 4,270 2,544
KcXenulo 16 4 1,644 3,112
Hinot 29 8 6,621 4,569
Oakes 27 8 5373 3,751
Park River 36 8 5,985 4,107
Turtle #t. A7 2 6,238 4,455
Valley City 25 7 4,765 3,232
¥illiston

%@
%

Total




120
AFPPENDIX C

TABLE SHOWING VOTES FOR CANDIDATES IN NORTH DAKOTA, 1889-1944

1889 Rep. 25,365
Dom. 12,733
Ago Dea 12,604
1892 Rep. 1?;235
Pﬁ&n :995
1894 Rep» 23:’¥§
Dawm.

4 Pops Q;ﬂ

‘ Rishardson (Fus.) Pre. 20,690
1898 Fansher op. 27,308
Holmes Dos. mi&
maﬂm Den. 22,275
1902 White ‘Rep« 1,613
Cronan Dem. 1?’§‘g

Grent Boc. 1,2%

1904 Barles Rep. 48,0026
Hogge mgw lﬁi’f%

Aakey Pro. 1,388

Basset Soc. 1,760

1906 wzu Rep. 20, 30
1908 Johnson Rep. A6, 849
Burke Dem. 49,398

I&# ?0 m m* ‘9@

1510 C. A. Johnsen Rep. 44,555
John Burke Dem. 47,005

I. 8. Lampsan Soc. 2,524
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1914

1916

1922
1924
1926

1928

1932
1934
1936

1938

Hillatrom
Swdet
Bowan

Hoarmia
Hillstrom
Williama
Frasier
MoArthur

Ouoar A. Johnson

8. J» m;‘

le
O*Connar

Lanke
Hestos

Borile
Halvorson

Sorlie
Holmes

F. lLoosch

Shater
Blewott

lLanger
a Puy

Hagen
Hozes

134,231
109,863

158270

ia



1942

1896

1904

1908

islz

1916

1920

1924

Patterson Rep.
Hoses Den.
Koaes Dom.
M‘ ﬁvv
Strutz Ind.
FOR PRESIDENT
Cleveland Lome
¥eEinley Rop.
Eryan Dom.
EeKinley Hep.
5 =
’ S00.
Roosevelt Rop«
Debs Soc¢.
o s
‘8N .
Debs 500,
Talt o »
¥ileon mw
Roosevelt Prog.
Debs S00.
oL : Rep.
Benaon Sec.
Cox Doms
Deba Sog.
Coollidge Rep.
Davis Dem «
LaFolette Prog.
Foster Workers

101,287
173,278

T4,5717
162.,399

38135

17,519
17,667

20232

35,898
20,531
518

W.2m

53*“?1
55,206
5,716
159,997
37,442
94,816

13,830
89,733
370

iz2



Hoover Rep» 131,441
Saith Den. 106,648
Thomas Sog. B42
Foster Workers 936
Hoover Rep. Ti,772
Eoosevelt Dame 178,350
Thomas &m 35
Landon Rep. 72,751
Roasevelt Dea. 163,138

m"" 19?

g. m:iaﬁs

Qe Lo

?ﬂht %25
Dewey Rep. 1ns o
Reosevelt Dam. xeaizﬁ
m Sos.




APPENDIX D

THE DAXDTA TERRITORIAL ORNE

Census Returns for the Comntlies of Allrsd, Powmsn, Buford,
~ Dunm, Nolntesh, MeKensie, Nercer, Nountrail, Oliver, Reaville, Stamten,
Towner, Villard, Vallace, Ward, Fells and Wyns.

8 OF 1885
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Sex Relationship Ocoupation Birthplace Father's Hother's

to head of Birthpl. Birthpl.
Huonds, Jake ¥ Horway Horway [IHorway
amuelson, S. ¥ Rorway Horway Borwey
amielsen, Loulss F Horway  BHorway HNorway
anaelson, Ella F Rerwsy Norway Norway
amueslson, Ole u Horway Roresy Horway
anuelson, FPeter X Horway Horway Norway
asuelson, Mary F Hew York Norway Horway

ahnson, Hartin ¥ Horway Horway |loreay

- Faraer Wisconsin Horway |[HNorwaey

Jjosva, Jno. #

Josva, Sarsh ¥ Wife —— Wigconsln Rorway  Horeay
awell, Rosa F Wife ——— NHorway Horway |Horway
awell, Rary F  Daughter —— Dakota Wigoonsin HNorway
Alack, G. 0. 4 - Farmer Wisoonain Horway [Norway
onmen, Andrew | - Farmer Wisoonein HNorway [Korway
ostad, K. F. i - Farmer Norway Horway [Korway
pringen, J. G. | — Farmsr Wisconain HNorway FNorway
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Sex Relationship Ccoupstion Birthplace Father's Nother's

of Birthpl. Birthpl.
Sundby, A. A. | - Horway Norway
doen, John ¥ -— Horway  Norway
tucken, Chris M - Horway Norway
4nderson, Lars B e Norway Norway
anderscn, Johanna P Wife N Horway Horway Horway
danderson, Adclph E Son — ¥isconain Norwsy Korway
snderaon, Torvel ¥ S8on - Wissonsin Norway |Norway
snderson, John ¥ Son — Wisconsin Norway Norway
Anderson, Loulsa F  Daughter - ‘Wisconain Horway lHorway
indergon, Laura F Daugiter - Dakata Horway [lHormay
doen, H. C. | - Farmer  Norway NHorway Norway
Taristaphason, W. & - Farmer  Norway Norway Norway
shrigtaphsson, L. F. Wife ——e Rorway Rorway Horway
shristaphason, L. F  Daughter - Wisoonsin Norway Norway
soristaphason, H. ¥  Som — Illinols EHorway HNorway
Shristaphason, F. M Som — Illinois Norway [Norway
‘hristaphason, ¥. F  Xother - Horway Horsay |lNorway
<ringlen, H. J. ¥ - Farmer Borway Horway Norway
indrenom, Ae B - Farmer Norway Norway Horway
iakstad, John 8 - Farmer Horway Korway  DNoreay
springen, Fosten | - Herchant YWisoonsln Norway Korway
dpringen, G. K. ¥  Father Farner Horway Horway Horway
fuliek, T« Q. | e Berahant Wigconsin Rorway [Horway



1y
Sex Relationship Ooccupation Birthplasce Father's Mother's

to head of Birthpl. Bivthpl.
{eont.)

everinson, Robert H - Laborer Norway Norway lHorway
und, BMward " J— Faramer  lNorwsy Norway [Norway
und, Eartin E Brother Farmer  Norway Korway Norway
and, Yels G- Farmr  Horway Norway Horway
wnd, Lena F Wife — Horwsy Borway Horway
und, Gsorge B Son —— Borway Borway Horway
und, Nellie F Daughter -— Rorway Horway |lNorway
mth, Ole Y J— Farmery  Norway Norway HNorway
starson, Hary F Wife ——— Horway Horway  Rorway
sterson, Loulsa F Daughter ——— Dakota Sweden Horway
aoobson, A. J. B e- Carpsnter Iowa Eorway Norway
es, Jobhn B o= Farasr Rorway Horway Horway
uamme, Erick - S Farmer  Norway Norway [Horway
aglel, Hellik H - Farmer  Norway Norway lNorway
aglel, Betsy F wWife — Norway Norway lNorway
aglel, sndrew # Son -— Minnescta Norway Horway
aglei, Gilbert ¥ Son —— Hinnesota Norwsy Horway

giel, Carolina  F Daughter - Kinnesots Norway lNorway
agiel, inna F Daughter - dinnesota Norway Norway
aglel, Juila F Daughter —-— Dakota Horway [Norway
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Sex Relationship Occupation Bimthplace Father's Hother's

to head of Birthpl. Birthpl.
— L8811y ,
HERCER COUNTY
(mtu}
Tinstad, -~ ¥ - Farmer Norway lorway Horway

teaters; 4. ¥ - Faroer Borway Eoreay Horway
‘ohngon, J. B - Farmer Korway Norway lNormay
‘shngon, S. E. F Wife -—— Horway Rorway Horway
“oluigon, H. E. ¥ Daugiter ——— Dakota Borway Rorway
ianson, 8. ¥ -— - Norway Rorway |Norway
‘asperson, C. | - — Horway Horway FHorway
‘asperson, M. E. F ¥Wife - Horway Horway Horway
asperson, A. E. F Daughter -——— Ohio Horway [KHorway
-agpersan, Rose F Daughter - Ohio Eorway Horway
olander, 4. # - —— Horway Rorway lNorway
salgon, H. | - — Rorway Norway |Jlorway
saleon, R. E. F %ife Horway Rorway EKorway
salson, Annle 7 Daughter - Dakota ¥orway  Norway
ansen, G. ¥ - — Norway Horway Horway
angson, H. M - — Norway Borway  Horway
alson, J. B - Farmer Norway Horway  Horway
alson, Rary F 9ife ——— Norway Horway Horway
alson, Ole E Son — Eimnesota Horway lNorway
alson, Carl ¥ Son - Himmesota XNorway Horway



Sex Relationship Ocoupation Birthplace Father's Hother's
to head of Birthpl. Birthpl.

OLIVER COUNTY
{sont.)

Daughter - Hinnesota Horway  Horway
Soxx -— Hinnesots
¥ife —— Norway

Binnesota

Jalpon, H. E,
Jalgon, John
Bagley, John
Jsgley, Hary
Bagley, G. T.
Sagley, lena
Bagley, 8. .
2agley, L. E.
Jagley, G, M,
Jagley, 9. E.
*inated, H.
Tinsted, Cle

¥ife - Borway Norway  Horway
Brother Farshand Horway Rorway [Norway

B O ® wq o ow B Owm B R 0w

Borway Norway

1
i

fogelsen, Austin M - Korway [Horway

tervan, T. 5. ¥ - Farmer  Norway  Rorway HNorway
leson, C. H. ] - Hotel keeper Wisconsin Norway [Horway
leson, Clgs F Daughter -~ Einnesota Wisconsin Horwsy
leson, Henry ¥ Brother ——- ¥isconsin Norway Horway
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Sex Relationship Cosuphbion Birthplace Father's Nother's

to head of Birthpl. Birthpl.
{oont.)
dather, Fele ¥ Servant Laborer Horway Horwey  HNorway
Rollin, Joln 4 - e Kansas Horway Horway
3ilbertson, Hattie F 3Servant — Wisconsin Norway Horway
¥sllum, Louls H Boarder ———— Borway Rorsay Horeay
Ldutrom, P. 7. 4 - Farmer Norway Rorway Rorway
Zdstrom, Hary C. F Wife ——— Korway Horway DNorway
Jleson, John B - Farser Norway Horway  Horway
}leson, Caroline F Wifs e Norway Horwsy Borway
Jleson, Ole ¥ Son — Borway Horway Horway
Jlesen, S. C. ® Son ——— Horway Norway Horway
Jleson, Ewma F Daughter - Dakots Borway Norway
Jmenson, Soren ¥ Father-in<law Farmer  Norway Norway Norway
Jleson, Adam ® Brother Parmer Borway Borway Noarway
jarg, G. B == -—— Horway Eorway Rormay
ierg, Hans ¥ 3Son - Korway Norway Norway
serg, J.’ ¥ Son — Norway Norway Norway
sather, A. é - Farmer Horway Norway Horway
Bather, J. ¥ - Farner Norway Horeay lHorway
Arson, lLars ¥ o= Farmer Horway dorway Horway
Rankenburg, G. E -~ iunmberer Norway Rorway Rorway
jlankenburg, Julia ¥F Daughter - Illinois lNorway Illinocls

wd o 1
N
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Sex Relatlenship Occupation Birthplace Father's Mother's

to head of Birthpl. Birthpl.
VILLARD COUNTY
(sont.)

Blankenburg, aAlice F Daughter —— Illinels Horway Illinols
Olhus, John LIRS Farmer Norway Borway Horway
Helson, Irmbret N Rorway Norway Horway
Christianson, L M - Horway KEorway Norway
Christisnson, A. F Wife - Norway Horway JNorway
Shrigtianson, C £ Bon - Horway Horway lNorway
¢hristlansen, J. F Daughter -— Rorway Norway  Norway
¢hristisnson, J. ¥ Bon -— Illinnle Hovrway  Horway
Christianson, H. F Daugiter -—— Illinois JYorway  Hoarway
Christianson, O. F Daughter -—— Illinols Norway Horway
¢hristianson, L. F Daughter o Illincle Norway EHorway
Christianson, H. E Son —— Dakota Rorway  Korway
Anderson, Auatin - SN Tensster Roarway Horway |[Norway
Anderson, Amnie F Wife - Norway Horway Nerway
Anderson, Henry E Son -— Iliinels BNorway |Norway
Anderson, Allce F Daughter —— Dakots Horway lNorway
daggleson, H. G. B - - Yisconasin Norway Norway

- S Hunter Horway ¥orway |Norway

H - Carpenter Norway Horway NHorway

B Son Carpemter Norway Boarway BRoreay

F Wife ——— Horway Norway Norway

F Daughter - Norway Horway Horway

F Daughter —— Horway Horway Norway
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Sex Relationship Oceupation Birthplace Father's EHether's

to head of anhpx. Birthpl.
VILLARD COUNTY
(cont.}
Anderson, Hans ¥ Son —— Boreay Horway [Horway
Anderson, Anton ¥ Son —— Rorway Korway lNorway
Anderson, Chris E Son —— Rorway Norway Korway
Hellman, Chas. M —— Farauer Horway Horway Ropway
Sellman, Anna Fwife - Norway  Norwsy Norway
Hellnan, Anns ¥ Daughter - I1linois Norway Forway
Hellman, Anten ¥ Son ——— Iilinois Norway Norway
Hanson, Poter ¥ - Farmeyr Korway Korwsy Horway
Abramson, Chris K’ - Farney Horway No HRorway Norway
Abramaon, Gunda F TRife —— Horway Horway [Borwsy
Abramson, Gussld F  Davghter —— Illinois HNorway Norway
Christiansen, A. H -— Farmer Rorway Borway Horway
%ﬁtﬁm. H. ¥ Sen Farmer Rorway Norway EKorwsy
Indegard, Peter # Son Faruer Rorway Horway  Horway
Indegard, Carolina F Dght-in-law  «- Norway Korway FBorway
Indegard, Geo. B Grandson —-— Dakota Sorway lNorway
Eklund, 1. H - Farmer Rorway Rorway lHorway
foung, John i - Farmer Illinolis Horway Germany
Young, ¥res. John F ¥ife - Norway Rorway Norway
Toung, Jenny F  Daughter —— Illinois 1Illinols Korway
Young, Frank ¥ 3Sen —— Illinois Illinclis Horway
ZALLACE COUNTY
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Sex Relationaship Cooupation Birthplase Father's Hother's
to hesd of Bim:h samz.

— JamilY

—- Laborer Minnesota Norwsy Horway
- Laworer Roresy Horway Horway

- Ladorer  lNorway Horway lHorwsy
-— laborer Wisconsin Norway Horway
- Laborer  lowa Norway BHorway
- Farser Noruay Horway JRerway
- Dressmaker Norway Norway Horway
Horway Horway Horway
- Faraer Rorway Korway HSorway
— Parmer Wisconasln Horway loreay
-— Farmer Iilinois Norsay lHorway
- Farmer Iowa Borway Borway
- Farmer Minnesota Norway Horway

absker, A. J.
atni, XI. O.
atni, 0. L.
atni, Sarah
venson, P.
horwalson, E.
horwalson, L.
dlepon, K.
stileson, E.
etkely, E.
elkely, Liva
elkely, Selmer
eikely, Sven
irkellie, Henry
augen, 3. P.
epe, Ole

#ife - Einnesotsa Norway |Hormay

Son -— Dakota  dinnesota Hinnesota

Son - Dakota  Mimnesota Minnesota
- Farmer Kinnesota Norway JNorway
-— Laborer Rorway Horway Horway
- Laborer  Hinnesota Norway Norway

Bom o®B o om Eowm B OROR OBE OB Owowm = OB OE OE OB OB OB OBE N OB
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Sex Relationship Ocoupation Birthplace Father's Nother's

to head of Birthpl. Bipthpl.
WARD COUNTY
{oont.)
Yleson, Knute B -— ileborer  Horway Horway Horway
Jamenon, Ole B - Laborsr Horway RBorway Rorway
Jlespon, Ole # -~ Laborer Rorway Borway lNorway
Baker, John B o~ Laborer Eorwsay HEorsay [lHorway
filgren, John B - Laborsr Horway Rorsay Borway
An, Ols E - Laborer  Eorway Norway Norway
Sogerson, T. K. B — Laborer  Horway Borway Borway
Telson, Jo Ao b4 - Farmor Rorway Horway Norway
delson, Anna F Wife Rorway Borvay Rarway
isleon, Dora F  Daughter  ee- #innesota Norway Norwey
Relson, Andrew 2 Son —— Hinnegota Horway Norway
felsom, Albert ¥ Son — Dakota Korway lNorway
Sakany, I« & R - Famer Horway Eorway LHormay
igeson, Hans E - Farmer Roreay Horway |lNorway
ageson, Johsana F  Wife — Eorway Rorway HNorway
Juistad, Peter ¥ - Farmer Sorway Norway lorway
Juistad, Mary - Horway Borway Horway
alstad, Henry — Dakota Boreay DlNorway
isleson, John Faruer Rorway Horway Boreay
Jaleson, Haren — Rorway Rorway  Norway
Ialesan, Jenny — Horway Borway Koreay
jaleson, Haren ——— Rorway Sorway Norway
daleson, Hans - Horway Horway  Horway




i35

Bex Relationship Occupstion Birthplacs Pather’s kother's
Birthpl. Birthpl.

Salesgon, Syrina F  Daughter — ¥innesota Horway Horway
Galeson, Atele F Daughter — Pakota Rorway lNorway
dule, J. 8. u - Farser Norway Rorway Horway
dule, Lena F wife ——— Norway Horway Norway
sule, Hans ¥ Sen — ¥innesota Norway lNorway
#ule, John ¥ Son ——— ¥innesota HNorway lHorway
¥ule, Andrew ¥ Son — Bakota Korway Horway
dule, Haren F Daughter - Bakota Borway BHorway
B)erky, Peter ¥ - Farmer Horway Horway Horeay
Hay, Johan ¥ - Farmer Norway Horway [Horway

' F — —— Norway Norway lHorway
Jleson, Sarah F  Daughter -— Horway Sweden Sweden
Jleson, Chas. ¥ Bom - Horway Sweden  Sweden
Spokely, . T. # - Farmer Korway Horway Torway
@pokely, Gurll F ¥ifte -——— Horway Norway Norway
Spoksly, Knute E Son —— Rorway Horway Horway
Spokely, Jones 2 Som -— Hinnesota Sorway KNorway
Spokely, Kjersten ¥  Soa -— Hinnesota Horway Norway
Spokely, Chas. H Son -— Dakota Norway Norway
Bpekely, Engbert % Son — Dakota Korway [Horway
Eragenes, A. G. B -— Farmer Borway Norway NHorway
Jernes, K. J. # -— Farmer Horway Rorway HNorway
Gesman, Alfred " - Farser Wisconsin Norway Norway



Gesman, Hinnle
ganger, Stork
4ibinbly, Cle
dygesen, Ole
Hygesen, Weldel
dygesen, Annie
Larson, Botsey
Ramagtad, Eplek
Ramptad, lena
Jnlegon, Betay
Ramstad, Annle
Ramstad, Bartha
Ramstad, O,
damatad, Peter
Rametad, Ola
Skaro, Eriek
Skaro, Betsy
Thompaon, Sven
Thompson, Liva
Swenpon, Ton

Swenaon, lver

Eex Relationship Cceoupation Birthplace Father's dother's

. w of mnh;:if ﬁm;.
WARD COUNTY
{eont.)
F wife ——— Wisconain Norway |lorway
¥ - — Wisconsin Horway BNorwey
¥ - —— Hichigah Horway |JNormay
8 - ——— Rorway Hormay Horway
| S Farger  Norway Horway Ea@m
F  Wife ==~ FWorway  Norway Norwasy
F  Daughter —— ¥isconsin Rorwsy - Serng
F - o Horway Norway R@m
| - Farser Rorway Horway [KNormay
F ®Wfe ——— Tisconsin Norwey umaa
N —— -——— Horway Horesy [Horway
¥ - N Horway Forway lorway
P Daughter - Rorway Borway JHorwey
# Grandson — Eorway Korway Horway
H - Farner Borway Norway Narway
F Wife —— ¥orway Norway Norway
¥ Son - Dakota Rorway  Horway
2 - Parser  Norway Horway  Horwsy
F e - Norway Norsay Norwsy
¥ - Farmer Korway Horway  Horway
F ®ire -—— Xorway Horway Korway
¥ Son Farasr Norway ¥orwsy EKorway
¥ Son - Eorway Horway  Norway

136
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Sex Relationship Oscupation Birthplace Father's Hother's

to head of Elrthpl. Birthpl.
WARD COUNTY
{aont.)

Swenson, Stene ¥ Son —— Horway Rorwey Horway
Swenson, Ragnild F  Daughter —— Horway Harway Norway
Swonson, Ammle F  Daughter ——— Korway Borway Horway
Swenson, Ole ¥ Sen sas Rorway Horway lHorway
émxma, K. | -— ——— Horway Horway  NHorway
Larson, 0lal B - - Norway Horway lowma

Larson, Jenny F Wife e lows Horway Horway
{arson, C. E 3Son - Dakota Sorway Iowma

Larson, Chas. B - Farmer  KNorway Horway Horwsy
Larson, Carl B - Farmer Horway Harway Norway
Larson, Alice F Wife — Norvay Nerway Norway
Largon, L. O. ¥ Son - Iowa Norway Norway
iarson, Olaf ¥ Son lown Rorway Eorway
fellson, C. E Son Farmer Einnegots Eorway Norway
ilegon, Helle M - Farmey ¥innesota Horway |Sorway
Yleson, Haldls F  wWife e Norway Hoarway  Horway
Jlegon, Guatad H Son -— bakoba dinnesotaiaraay
Jleson, Ola E Son ——— Dakots Einnesotaliorvay
teilaon, Iver ¥ - Farmer Korway ¥orway Horway
jehnson, Hathlas - Fapser  Norway Ecrway Norway
otter, Adaus - Farmar Norway Horway Norway
lelerson, H. u .- Farmer  Norway Norway Norway
Irynlulson, Geo. B e Farmer  Norway Norway Horway
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*Collections of the State Historical Soslsty of Narth
Dakota, 0. G. Libby, Bditor. Farge: Knight Priming
Company, 1913. 7 volumes. Vol. &, pp. 338-448.
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APPREDIX B
CENSUS OF
COURTY TOTAL TOTAL FOR- HNORSE FOR-

POP. SIGN BORN  XIOH BORM
POPULATION  POPULATION

PERCEET OF  PERCENT OF
NORSE FOR- NORSE 70
GN BORN  FOREIGN BORKN

POPULAT ION
Barnes 7,045 2,798 1,150 , 41.1
Banson 2,460 97A A62 18.7 47 .4
Billings 170 86 T 4.1 12.5
Bottinesu 2,893 1,721 348 11.3 20.2
Bowman 6 - — - -
Buford 803 291 17 2.1 5.8
Burleligh &, 247 1,177 107 2.5 9.1
Caas 19,613 7,740 2,428 12.3 31.3
Cavalier 6,471 4,052 680 16.5 16.7
Church T4 20 3 4.0 15.0
Dickey 55573 1,716 450 8.07 26.2
Dumn 159 79 1 .6 1.2
Eddy 1,377 525 146 10.6 27.8
Zamonsa 1,971 802 &7 2.3 5.8
Flaanery 72 23 6 8.3 2.0
Foster 1,210 494 101 8.3 20.4
Garglield 33 5 - - -~
Grand Forks 18,357 7,971 3,518 19.1 44,1
Griges > 2,817 1,338 822 29.1 61.4
Hettinger 81 13 - - -
Kidder 1,311 249 2% 1.9 9.6
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CENSUS OF 1890

(oont.)

COUNTY TOTAL TOTAL FOR- RORSE FOR-  DOLRCERT OF  PERCENT OF

POP. EIGN BORR EIGH BORN YORSE FOR-~ MHOHSE T0

POPULATION  POPULATION EI&! BORE ﬁ?ﬁiﬁgxﬁw

La Hours 3,187 1,235 337 10.5 7.2
Logan 597 382 16 2.0 &.1
KeHenry 1,584 673 389 24.5 57.8
Molntosh 3,248 2,221 T4 2.3 343
RcKenzie 3 - - - -
Holean 860 %S 4 8.6 20.2
Hercer 428 264 b § -2 3
Horton 4,728 1,919 252 5.3 13.1
Hountrall 122 &2 a i7.2 32.9
Nelson 4,293 1,8%0 1,098 25.% 58 .6
Oliver 464 162 18 B2 9.3
Poumdina 14,334 9,144 380 2.7 A.2
Pierce 908 461 289 3.9 62.6
Ramsey 4,538 1,844 676 15.3 36.6
Ranson 5.393 2,031 o7 17.% 46 .6
Renville 99 66 5 5 T+5
Richland 10,751 4,062 1,837 17.0 45.2
Rolette 2,427 1,397 182 T+5 13.0
Sargent 5,076 1,791 732 1A.4 40.8
Sheridan ] 1 - - -
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CENSUS OF 1890
{oont.)
COUNTY TOTAL TOTAL FOR- NORSE FOR-  PERCENY OF  PERCRNT OF
POP. BIGK BORN  EION BORK  HORSE FOR- [HORSE T0
FOPULATIOR  POPULATION IRE FOREIGH BORH
POPULATION
Steele 3,717 1,567 1,118 1.3
Stevens 16 8 -- - -
Btutssen 5,266 1,621 12 2.2 T4
Towner 1,450 570 169 11.6 2946
Traille 10,217 &,701 52572 35.0 79.0
¥allace 2% 3 - - -
Walsh 16,587 8,559 2,523 15.2 29.4
¥ard 1,681 698 382 22.7 58.7
Weolls i,212 570 81 8.6 14.2
Willlamp 109 &2 22 20.1 5
Unorgenized 511 12 19 3.7 9.8
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CERSUS OF 1900

COUNTY TOTAL TOTAL FOR- RORSE FOR- PERCENT OF PERCENT OF
el POPULATION TOSULATTON EioR BoRN  TOBATGE BORS
POPULATION
Barnes 13,159 A,357 1,63 374
Benaon 8,320 2,132 1,048 49.0
Billings 975 253 24 9.4
Rottinean 7.532 3,246 908 275
Burleigh 6,081 1,494 116 7.7
Cass 28,625 9,025 2,548 28.2
Cavalier 12,580 6,153 782 12.7
Dickey 6,061 1,808 307 5.0 16«?’
Eddy 3,330 901 259 T7 28.7
Emmons 4,349 2,005 80 1.8 4.0
Foater 3,770 T79 180 4.7 2%.1
Grand Forks 24,459 8,483 3,308 13.5 39.0
ariggse 4,744 1,784 1,03 21.7 58.3
Eidder 1,754 550 26 1.4 4.7
La Houre 6,048 2,203 ko2 6.6 18.2
Logan 1,625 859 28 1.7 3.2
NeHenry 5:253 1,849 Sh1 10.3 29.2
Helntosh 4,818 2,302 &3 . 1.4
$clean 4,191 1,770 99 2.9 5+6
Hercer 1,778 834 40 2.2 4.8
Horton 8,069 3,381 285 3.5 8.4
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GCERSUS OF 1900

{eont.)
counTyY TOTAL TOTAL FOR- HORSE FOR- PERCENT OF  PERCENT OF
POP EIQR BORN EIGE BORE  NOHSE FOR- HORSE TO

POPULATION POPULATION EIGN BO FOREIGN BOI

POPULATION
Oliver 990 368 29 T.8
Penbins 17,869 9,027 328 1.8 3.6
Pieree &, 765 1,798 890 12.3 32.8
Ramaay 9,198 2,866 1,026 112 35.8
Ranson 6,919 2,097 1,026 14.8 48.9
Richland 17,387 5.318 2,17A 12.8 40.8
Rolette 7:995 2,16% 262 342 12.1
Sargent 6,039 1,754 668 11.0 38,1
Stark 7,621 5,381 136 1.7 4.0
Steele 5,888 1,857 1,297 22.0 $0.0
Towner 6,491 1,544 318 4.9 2.6
Traille 13,107 4,797 3,472 26.4 70.2
Tand 7,961 2,445 606 7.6 24.8
Tells 3,510 3,198 627 745 19.6
¥illiams 1,530 416 &7 3.0 11.3
vwx*a,m 111 1 Ok 9

Solleations of the State Bistorical Sosiety of North Dakota,
©. &. Libdy, Biditor, Blssarck: Tribune, State Printers and Binders,
1906. 7T volunes, Vol. 1, pp. 150-151.
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