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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Montana, with itsliési size and slight population has
an economic makeup that very nearly approximates that of a
frontier economy. These factors have resulted in the forma-
tion of population differentials that are extremely unique.
In view of this uniqueness the age-sex distribution, birth
rates and fertility ratios are worthy of intensive study and,
further, they indicate the present composition and future
trends and changes of the state's population.

Until the present time, there has been practically no
research conducted in the field of population differentials
for the state of Montana. As this is an exploratory study
of the field of population for the state of Montana it is
the hope of the author that this study may, in some way, help
and further the research into the population characteristics
of Montana.

For the purpose of analyzing the available data, the
approach to this study has been based up&h the county unit
as all available data has been computed upon this basis. For
the purpose of further analysis of'the population differen-
tials the state has been divided into relatively homogeneous
areas of simllar social and economic indices and the conclud-
ing analysis has been based upon the characteristics of the
state in comparison with those of tpe United States.

Appreciative acknowledgment is made for the assistance

of Dr, Walter G. Browder, under whose guidance and supervision
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this thesis was written. Further acknowledgment is made to
pr. Harold Tascher, Mr. James Carroll, and Mr. Robert Dwyer
whose stimuleting discussions and helpful suggestions con-

tributed to the drafting of this study.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

There has been a great growth of interest in the
problems of population in the last two decadesl and as a re-
sult there has also been an increased interest shown in the
number of persons in the population of a given geographical
area and in the manner of their distribution within these
aréas with respect to such things as; urbanity or rurality,
occupations, level of living etc. These distributive factors
go further and include such factors as age and sex distribu-
tion, birth rates, reproduction rates and fertility ratios,
and it is with this later named group of distributive factors
that fhisAstudy will be concerned.

The basis of this study wiil deal with the above
mentioned factors of the population characteristics of Montana
for the selected period 1930 to 1940, and, as there has been
little if any preliminary work in this field, this study will,
of necessity, Se‘exploratOry in nature.

A variety of terms have been used in this composition
and such terms as fertility ratios, net reproduction rates,
population pyramids, etc. tend to be meaningless unless clari-
fied and explained. For this reason the following explanations

are advanced.

L1 Thompson, Warren S., Population Problems, page 1.



FERTILITY RATIOS

Fertility rates may be stated in terms of the number
of births per thousand women of any specific age group as
well as for the childbearing period which is generally ac-
cepted as being the ages from fifteen to forty-nine. For
the purpose of this study the fertility ratios were calculated
on a childbearing period of from fifteen to forty-four. The
reasons behind this arbitrary selection were; the desire to
conform as closely &s possible to the data available in the -
population censuses for this state, and the desire to conform
with socioiogicél literature in which this age group, Cifteen
to forty-four, is most frequently used.

"Since birth data have been available for the
entire United States for such a short time, it is
fortunate that another measure of fertility, the
ratio of children to women is avallable for census
years as far back as 1800. In its customary form
this ratio shows the number of children under five
per 1,000 women of child bearing age. It depends
primarily on the births in the five years preced-
ing the census date, but 1s affected in minor de-
gree by child mortality during that period."?

DIFFERENTIAL FERTILITY

Differential fertility means simply different rates of
increase of different groups within a population,3 and these
differentials are found to exiét in the various groups of

Montana. This study is maihly intereéted in pointing up the

< Bureau of Census, Forcasts of the Populaticn of the
United States, page 17.

S Landis, P. H., Population Problems, page 106.




oxisting differences between the various rural and urban
counties end sub-regions, but it should be noted that pos-
gible ethnic fertility difflerentials are indicated in certain

of the regions studied.
Thompson in his book, Population Problems states that

nis findings show the most fertile group to be those people
engaged in the extraction of minerals. This fact does not
quite coincide with the findings of this study in regards to
the county of Silver Bow.which has a large extractive industry.
Thompson's second finding, that the next most fertile group
is that group engaged in agriculture, does agree with this
study as the fertility ratios are highest in the rural areas
.of Montana. His further classification of the fertility dif-
ferential with hand workers, white collar workers, and pro-
fessional workers -in descending order of fertility does tend
to be verified by the differential fertility characteristics
of the population of this state.

One suggested reason for differential fertility is as
follows:

‘There are tremendous differences in the rates

of reproduction of various nations, groups, and
classes. Among some peoples the women bear about
as many children as physiology permits. Other
populations seem to cut across lots in their haste
to commit race suicide. This is to say that fer-
tility more nearly approximates fecundity among
one people than another. One residential group
bears and rears a much larger quota of children

" then another. Ethnic groups and races differ in
respect to the numbers of descendants they leave,



The rapidity of reproduction bears a definite
relationship to social and economic status or class,
and it also seems to be related to re31dential sta-

bility or its oppos1te.4
POPULATION PYRAMIDS

One of the major statistical bases for this study has
peen the population pyramid. The main value of this type of
graph is the ease with which a person can note the character-
jstic age-sex distribution of a specific group being studied.
This type of graph has the age groups loeated vertically
starting with the youngest population groups at‘the base and
progressing dpwerd into the aged groups at the peak of the
pyramid. ’ -

ﬂ The left hand side of the pyramid is~ueed to represent
the behavior of the male population while the right hand gide
is used to represent the behavior of the‘female population.
The base line of the chart is used to indicate the percentage
of each group in the total population and thus the exten31on
of the delimiting line of a represented group is read in re-
gard to the base lihe td figure What tﬁe percentage of the
totei group the epecific group'is. |

Iﬁ}any%pepulation the age distribution approxi-
mates the form of a pyramid, with the younger

members forming the base and the older the apex.

Whenever there 1s a rapid natural increase the base
widens, but»when there is a declining birth rate the

eé Smith, T. Lynn, Population Analysis, page 208.



base tends to narrow and the upper parts, represent-
ing the middle and advanced ages, bulge out.
Migrations also influence the shape of the pyramid.
When the population current is drifting toward the
center of absorption, the upper and middle portions
of the pyramid tend to bulge until it looks like a
top, whereas in areas of dispersion the lines shrink
in the middle until it becomes spindle-shaped.®

In this study of Montana's population characteristics
it is apparent that fluctuations in population distribution
are greatly exaggerated, in certain areas, due to the limited
number of people in the various areas studied. However, it
may be concluded that certain observable facts typify the
population pyramids for the various areas studied.

It is noticeable that the urban regions of the state,
that is those counties with the highest non-agricultural job
holders and the greatest populations, have population pyramids
that tend to a somewhat equal distribution through out all age
groups. This results in the pyramids assuming a somewhat
rectangular shape. The rural reg;ons on the other hénd are
characterized by exaggerations of a normal pyramid with an
extremely large grouping of children at the base and a sharp,
rather than gradual, tapering to the apex of the pyramid.

A feature that is apparent in both ufban and rural
areas of the state is the expansion and contraction of the
upper and middle portions of_thé pyramids. This is indicative

of the mobile nature of the pqpulation and represents the

S Gist, N. P. and Halbert, L. A., Urban Society, page

235,



migrations of the population groups studied. An expansion
over the norm indicates an in-migration and a contraction
indicates an out-migration of the particular group affected.

NET REPRODUCTION RATE

Crude birth rates of a population are not accurate
indexes of the reproductive behavior as they fail to téke
into account the sex ratio and age distribution of the popu-
lation. In view of this fact the more accurate index, net
reproduction rate, has been used in the course of this study.

The net reproduction rates presented in this
report show how many daughters a group of 1,000
newly born female infants would bear during the
course of their lifetimes if subject at each year
of age to a particular set of fertility and mor-
tality rates--in this instance the fertility
prevailing in the period from April, 1935, to April,
1940, and the mortality prevailing in the period
from 1930 to 1939. For exact replacement in the
next generation the group should produce 1,000
daughters. If it should have only 750 daughters,
the next generation would be smaller by 25 per cent.
Other-values of the net reproduction rate may be
interpreted in similar manner. For example, a rate
of . 2,000 would imply a potential .doubling of popu-
lation each generation. (The mean length of a
generation being defined as the average age of
mothers at the time of their daughter's birth.)6

~ Net feproduction rates can be used to compute the
potentialities for population growth of an area but since
they do not have a direct relationship with the amount of

actual pOpulation growth or decllne they should not be used

: g~Bureau»og'the Census, Current Population Reports
Population Characteristics, page l.




for any computations of a more direct nature than that of

the potentialities.

In actual populations, fertility and mobility
conditions change from year to year. There is also
usually a considerable interchange of people between
areas as a consequence of migration. Many areas
with high reproduction rates actually lose popula-
tion as a result of net out-migration. Conversely,
other areas with low net reproduction rates _experience
population increases from net in-migration.”

The net reproduction rates for the state of Montana
show that the entire state has a rate of 1,098 (table III)
which is thus ninety-eight above the figure needed for re-
production. This figure indicates that there will be a
population increase of about ten per cent through reproduction.
Thus, if all other factors such as migration, death rates,
etec. (ﬁhich greatly affect the fluctuation of a states popula-
tion) are excluded, it may be assumed that Montana in 1950
will show an increase of approximately 5,600 persons over its
1940 figure of 559,456 persons.

There 1s a variance shown, in the net reproduction
rates of the various counties, from the high of 1,714 for
Garfield County to the low of 826 for Silver Bow County.
(table III) Thus it is indicated that the rate is not stable
throughout the state but is influenced by the social and
economic natures of the various counties and subregions

studied, and by the personal and ethnic composition of the

populations thereof.

7 Bureau of Census, Op. Cit., page 1.



As indicated above certain factors may influence the
net reproductibn rate. One of the main factors to be con-
sidered when using net reproduction rates is that the net
reproduction rates do not necessarily mean that more deaths
than births have occurred for‘a certain area because that
area has a high net reproduction rate.

A net reproduction rate of less than 1,000 for

a particular period does not mean that more deaths -
than births occurred in the period. An area with
a large proportion of young couples and a relatively
small number of elderly people is likely to have

" more births than deaths even 1f the average couple
does not have as large a family as 1s needed to

. maintain the population. On the other hand, an area.
with few young married couples and many elderly
people may have a high net reproduction rate accom-
panied by more deaths than births. For such areas
the crude birth and death rates would present an.
entirely different picture of the implicit level of
population growth:than would the net reproduction
rate,

"~ B Bureau of Census, Op. Cit., page 2.



CHAPTER II

CHANGES IN AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION, BIRTH RATES, AND
FERTILITY RATIOS OF THE MONTANA COUNTIES 1930 to 1940

Montana is a unique state, with its vast area and
sparse populatien;'and its peculiar population traits of
migratioﬁ; predominance of.men, clustering of population
about cities and along irrigation developments, and these are
a reflection of the individual counties. Thus, in order to
fully understand the popula%ion characteristics if'is neces-
sary to first study those ef the various counties. For the
purpose of this study we will first deal with the counties
and :then take into consideration the subregional approach to
the. population.characteristics; followed.by a comparison of
the state with the United States.:

, - .When Montena.was organized (May 26, 1864) it
comprised the counties of Missoula, Deer Lodge,
. Beaverhead, Madison; Jefferson, Chouteau, Dawson,
and Bighorn as created by the "Act of January 16
1864, of the first (Lewistone) Legislative Assembly
of Idaho Territory. These counties were recognized
- later in the creation of Legislative and Judicial -

Districts until the first (Bannack) Legislature
established the new counties of the territory of -
Montana, incorporating Dawson County into Big Horn
County and creating the new counties of Edgerton
(name changed to Lewis and Clark by Act of December
20, .1867)- and Gallatin and otherwise recognizing the .
old county boundaries.9

Later legislative acts resulted in the division of the

state 1nto fifty-six counties. These counties vary in size,

e et e

S 9 Montana Its Story and Biographx, Stout Themas
page 866 —Vbl I.

T "i b “m'..



10
shape population and’ eeenomio-makeup and ‘due to these variant
factors have 1ndiwidual population characteristicé that are
worthy'of separate study. It 1s also a fact that these small

geographic units are the basis of most of the data available
and therefore any comprenensive study of the populatlon
characteristies for the state should first take these units
idto consideratidn before progressing tdyﬁhe other:units
such as’ regional or subregional for final analysisa

. BEAVERHEAD ‘

‘;,-x .. ‘!
-.Beaverhead Cpnaxy, which derives its name fﬁom the

R IV
AM,-

river of the same name - 14 loeated inzthe south2Weat corner
of’the state and‘is bordered by the states of Idaho;and
wyoming*as-weliwas by the counties of Ravalli Granite Deer
Loége Silger Bow, and;yadison. (sae map I) The méaor in-
dustries og this county arq agriculture~ ‘with 1, 259*persons
employed"-and mining_andeuarrying (cher than coal mining)
With\lQQwDQQSOnS employed~1° The'total population fer~ﬁhis

e
.».x,. e R—

county was 6 654 in 1930 aﬁdaigcreased bo 6 943 in 1 1940 11

.-AM.NJ

§ }T This codnty cpntains only one city of any size Dillon

;-._em by

the county sqat,iwhiehhhas a population or 2 442 (see table
IV3 The fertility ratiOVfor this county was 549 in 1930 as

compared tb”351 in 1940 (table I) andhthe net reproducticn

oS e et
% e

i
o “.‘m E
e

™ 16;Sixteent§ genaus of “the. United States," '1940, Popula-
t;pn Tablse , pages 9. ; . -

—J

'“g P ., -4

i . 11 Fifta tg Cenede of : the United States 1930, Popula-
tioﬁ ipage 1o, an Sixteenﬁﬁ”densus of‘fhe Bniied Sta tes 1940,

Pqnulation; pode. 49,
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ratio was 925. (tablerIIT) These flgures indicate that the
:fercility ratios for this county, as well as the reproduction
ratios, are low, even in\comparieon’witn the rest of the state
where most of the fertility reﬁiee are over 400 and the net
reproduction rates are?greater than?l,OOO. This clearly de-
picts the trend in thielcounty,fas can be seen from the
population pyramid for this county (chart 1) which is toward
a non-replacemenc of the countyépopulacion through births.
Other unique population characteristics of this county,
as can be ascertained from its population pyramid are the
increase or the aged population groups and decrease of the
middle aged and children's groups. The decrease in the per-
centage of children can be accounted for by the low repro-
ducnion rate and low fertility:ratio of this county, ‘the
decrease {n the middle age gronps can be attri§uted to the
out;gigrapion of workers during this period of?industrial
boom in the war industries. Tne reason for the increased
number oﬁ eged persons 1is more: dirficult to determine. This
increase may be due in part to,the general decline in the
death rate during the last century.la
The increase in the female age group 65-69*from .8 per
cent in 1950 to 2.8 per cent- in’1940 (table II) is a very

unusual and noteworthy increase. One unsubstantiated reason

i
-2

PRO——

lz’Thompson,,warren S.,'Population Problems, page 242,
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14
given by residents-of -this county attribute this increase
to the more-liberal policies of’the welfare agencies of this
cpunty which have resulted in attracting a large proportion
of the older widowed women of the neighboring counties.
There :1s also . a large increase to be noted in the women
seventy-five and over but this can, to a large extent, be
attributed to the normal aging of the large 70-74 age group
of the previous decade.

BIG HORN

Big Horn COunty is located on the south-central edge
of the state and is bordered by the state of WYOming and the
counties or Carbon Yellowstone Treasure Rosebud, and Powder
River. (map I) This county was named after the Big Horn River
andvhae as iﬁé major.industries agriculture: with 1, 842 per-
sons employed and a light urban distribution of professional
people retail clerks and other city occupational groups.13

This county with its ‘total population of 8,543 in 1930
and 10,419 in 194014 has only one city with a population:
greater than 1,000. This oity 18 the county seat, Hardin,
with a population of 1,169. (table IV) :

. The--fertility ratio for this county was 603 in i930
and 538 in 1940 (table I) while the net reproduction rate

‘ l5’bixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23 “pages 49455—'

14 Fifteenth Census of the United States op. cit.
page 16, and Sixteenth Census of "the United States op. cit.
page: 49, .7

A\\
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was 1,548. (table III)} These figures indicate a large
reproduotion‘rate and a high fertility ratio. These in turn
indicate that this county more than adequately replaces its
population through births, as evidenced by the population
increase of 1,876 in 1940 as compared with 1930.

Chart 2 graphically portrays the fact that this county
has an exceptionally large numbervof children, a diminishing
number of young adul;s and an increasing proportion of middle
aged and aged persons. The large number of children is due
to to the high reproduction rate of this county and the in-
crease in the middlékaged and ééed ma&Aéé;attributed to the
general maturing of our natioﬁ?l bopulaﬁibn. The decrease
in young adults may be attribu&ed to thé out-migration of
this group';é;-5&oung people constitute a large portion of
those who n?ed to look for a'héw'place in which to live and
make a homé,:when population is increasing fast."ld

BLATNE

 Blaine County had a total population of 9,006 in 1930
and this increased to 9,566 ini1940.15 It haé»only one city
with ? population greater tha@ 1,000, Chinook with a:popula-
tion piwi;szo. (table IV) Blaipe is located in the north-
central portion of the state~éﬁd is bounded by the counties
of H@ll, Phillips, Chouteau, aﬁd.Fergus and by Canada (map I).

15’Thompson, Warren S., Op. Cit., peges 404-405.

i 16 pifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page
. 16, and Sixteenth Census of the United States, Op. cit., page 49.

«\‘
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17
The major industriesroﬁ_thisicounty'are'agriculture, with
1,661 persons employed, and a scattered few in the other
occupational groups.l?

fhe fertility ratio for this county was 591 in 1930
and 593 in 1940 (table I) and the net reproduction rate was
1,528. (table IIT) The high fertility ratio of this county
and the large net reproduction. rate place it in that group
of counties which more than reproduee their population.

Chart 3 shows the proportionately large percentage of
echildren that have resulted rrom this county's high fertility
ratios and net reproduction rate. It further shows a large
out-migration of the people aged 35-45 which may be attributed
to the general trend of the rural population of the past
decade.18 This migratory trend has been a movement of the
population from the rural areas to the urban areas, and
Blaine county may be classified as a rural area due to its
sparse population and major industry, agriculture.

- :-i BROADWATER .

Broadﬁater COunty'isvlooated in the south-eastern
section of the state, and is bordered by the counties of
Gallatin, Jefferson, Lewis and’ clark and Meagher. (map I)
It had. a.population of 2 738;in 1930 and this increased to
3,451 in 1940.19 The major.industries of this county are;

17 Sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion Table 23, pages 49-05.

[

{ 18 Thompson, Warren S., _3. cit., page 513

i

.
P e S e e

19 Fifteenth Census or the Uni ted States gg. Cit., page
l& and Sixteenth Census of the United States _B' ciT., page 49.
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19
agriculture, with 500 persons employed quarrying and mining
(other tham coal mining) with 200 persons employed, and
construction, with 175 persons-employed.20 This county con-
tains no cities with a population greater than 1,000. (table
Iv)

The fertility ratio for this county was 457 in 1930
and 443 in 1940 (table I), and the net reproduction rate was
1,463. (table IIT) These statistics indicate a birth rate
that is more tham adequate for -the replacement of the popula-
tion of this codnty. B :

The popolet.ion pyramid for this county (chart 4) in-
dioateSjthngreat fluctuetion in the age-~-sex distribution
that takes place within an afee with a smeil total population.
This flﬁogoetio; does not neeeesarily prove a4greater mobility
in this*group, but it is more ﬁoticeable due to the fact that
any movement shows up as a 1arger percentage of the total
population. o _w

~ A oompgrison of the sex distribution for:this county

shows that'there.is a definite predominance of females in
the ege'groepe fourteen and under and a predominance of
males 1n most of the other age: groups for both the 1930 and
1940 periods. %

The trends in this county, as portrayed by the inden-
tation’ of population pyramid, seems to be toward a decrease

30 Sixbeenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages Z§-55. ‘
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21
in the fifteen and under age groups and in the aged groups.
A great mobillty can also be ascertained, in the young adult
and middle aged groups, from the inconsistant fluctuations
of the pyramid for these groups.

CARBON

This county, withiits pOpulatlon of 12,571 in 1930
and 11,865 in 194021 is located onfthe southcentral border
of Montana, and is bounded by the state of Wyoming and the
counties of BigiHorn Yellowstone, Stillwater and Park.
(map I) The major industries of this - county<are agriculture,
with 1,933 persons employed, and coal mining, with 230 persons
employed.22 The largest city in this counxy is Red Iodge,
the county eeet; with a popula?ion of 3,026;~(table Iv)

The ?ertility ratio for this county wa$;425'in 1930
and 386 in 1940‘(table I), andtthe net reproduotion rate was
1,163. (table III) These figures indicate th&t the character-
istics of this county trend’ toward an adequate reproduction
of the population. J ‘

Chart 5~1ndicates a continued increase in the age groups
over fifty, which is in confonmlty with the natzonal trend
tow;;deda maturlng population. This chart also shows a de-~

erease in the middle age groups, ‘which is possibly due to the

i

2T Fifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page
16 and Sixteenth Census of the United States, _2 Cit., page 49.

122 gixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion Tabi“‘zz’ pages 49-55. :

1
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23
out-migration of this group: . There is also depicted a decrease
in the youth groups, in conformity to both the state and
national trend, due to the decreased birth rate of this county.

CARTER

Carter County, with its population of 4,136 in 1930
and 3,280 in 1940,23 is located in the southeastern corner
of the state and is bordered by the states of Wyoming and
North Dakota, and by.the counties of Custer, Powder River,
and Fallon. (map I) The major industry of this county is
agriculture, with 906 persons employed—.24 '

This Sparsely populated county has no cities with a
population greater than 1,000 (table IV), and coupled with
these arezother characteristics similar totthose of the rest
of the thinly pqpulated counfiés of the state. These are
shown on Chart é by the large percentage of children, the
fluctuatlon -in the young adult groups, and by an increase in
the older age groups.

CASCADE

Caédade County is one of the most populous in the state
with its population of 41,146 in 1930 and 41,999 in 1940.2°
It is located in the northcentral part of the state and is

23 Fifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit.,
page 16, and Sixteenth Census of the United btates 0p. Cit.,
page 49. .

24 gixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tlon Table 235, pages 49-55'"v

co 25 pifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page
16, and Sixteenth Census of the United States, .;E Cit., page 49.
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25
gurrounded by the following counties: Judith Basin, Chouteau,
repon, Lewis and Clark, and Meagher. (map I)

The major industries of this county are agriculture,
with 1,995 persons employed, and the manufacture of copper
products, with 1,507 employed. The urban nature of this
county 1is indicated by the fact that there are 1,061 persons
engaged in the professions, 1,009 employed by the railroad
companys, and a general urban distribution in the retail trades
and related forms of eml::lo:,’ment.z6

The county seat, Great Falls, is the most populous city
in the state (according to unofficial census returns for the
year 1950) with a population of a little over 39,000. The
fertility ratio for this county was 337 in 1930 and 311 in
1940, (table I) and its net reproduction rate was 878. (table
III) These statistics indicate the urban nature of this county
‘with the_characteristié low reproduction rate.2?7 This low
net reproduction rate falls well below the number (1,000)
which is necessary for the replacement of the population.z8
The population growth of this county, despite this low re-
production rate,yis atﬁributable to the factor of in-migra-

tion, It may be cqncluded, therefore, that part of the

26 sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49-55,

&7 Gist, Noel P., and Halbert L. A., Urban Society,
page 209.

. 28 Current~Population Reports, Population Characteris-
ties, Bureau of the Census, Pamphlet page 1.
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population depletion of the rural counties is caused by the
migration of the residents of these counties to such urban
counties as Cascade. |

Chart 7 indicatesjthis over-all trend of in-migration
in the more urban counties by its rectangular shape which
is the result of this in;migration; Most age groups show
increases in the 1940 figures over the 1930; however, there
is a decrease in the children's age é;oupa due to the de-
crease in the net~re§roduction’rate of this county.

A unique feature of the population pyramid for this
county is the decrease in the age groups 55—44 This is
unexplainable with the data available and is also contrary
to the general trend which is an urbanward migration of this
group. A suggested and undocumented reason, however may be
the attraction of the war industries of the Pacific Coast for
the peoples of this age group during this pre-war period of
1940, |

CHOUTEAU

Cneuteau County, with a population of 8,635 inVlQSO
and 7,Sle\in 1940,29 is located in the northcentral part of
the statezand 1s encompassed b% the counties of Cascade,
Teton,;fbndera, Hill, Liberty,;Biaine, Fergus, and Judith
Basin;;(map I} The major industry of‘this county is agriculture

29 Fifteenth Census of the United States, QE° Cit., page
16, and Sixteenth Census of the United States, _2. le., page 49.
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28
with 1,717 persons employed.30 The only city with a population
greater than 1,000 is Fort Benton, the county seat, with a
population of 1,109. (table IV)

The fertility ratio for this county was 456 in 1930
and 411 in 1940. (table I) The net reproduction rate was
1,162, which indicates a trend towards a slight increase in

population through births. (table III) These figures testify

to the fact that this county has a declining percentage of
children insits‘popsiation. (see Chart 8)

The population pyramid for this county (Chart 8) in- u
dicates an:inere;se in the young adult asd‘aged groups, and
a decrease:in the middle aged groups during the period 1930- '
1940. These characterlstics are indicative of the rural
nature of this county, and are in conformity with the general
rural mobility within these age groups.

CUSTER

Custer County is locateg in the‘southeastern section
of the state,fand is bordered by‘the following counties:
Garter~«Falloﬁ Prairie, and Resebud (map I)i“_it had a popu-
lation of 11,242 in 1930 and 10,422 in 1940. 3l  The major

industries of this county are agriculture with 773 persons

: B0 Sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940 Popula-
_tion, Table 23, pages 49-55. _ |

31 Fifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page
16 and Sixtsenth Census of the United States, _2 015., page 49.
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30
employed, and railroading; with 505—persons employed.32 The
_ only city with a ponulation greater than 1,000 is Miles City,
‘the county seat, with its population of 7,175. (table IV)

The fertility ratio for{this county was 374 in 1930
and 328 in 1940 (table I), and. the net reproduction rate was
90%3. (table III) These figures indicate that this county does
not have a sufficient number of births to replace its popula-

e e e

tion.

Chart 9Wshows;increases%in peroentage of population in
the age groups over forty-five and in;the age groups 15-35.
It also shows d;c;:ased percentages in thafaée'groups under
5-15 and the age groups 35-45. These inoreases in the older
groups are indioative of the maturing nature of the county's
population while the decrease in the childr;nie groups are
indicative of the declining birth rate of this county. The
increase of young adult groups. is a normal increase due to
the matu;inéwof the large children's groups of 1930, while
the decrease- of the middle aged group 1ndicates,an out-migra-
tion of this segment of the population.

A feature of this chart that is worthy of ‘'special note
is jutting out of the age groups 10-19 in the male distribu-
.tion. A partial explanation of this may be due to the 1ocation

of the State Industrial School for Boys in Miles Gity, with

—32 Sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940 Popula-
tion,,Table 25 pages 49-55,
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32
its male population of boys committed there for correctional

purposes.
DANIELS

This county is located ih»tha northeastern corner of
the state, and is borde:9d by Canada and the counties of
sheridan, Roosevelt, and Vallei.'(map I) The total population
of this county was 5,553 in 1950'and 4,563 in 1940.%% The
only city with a population over 1,000 1s the county seat,
Scobey, with its 1,259 persons. (table IV)

:The fertility»ratios are high with 566 in 1930 and 490
in 1946. (tablé I) The net rep#oduction*rate is also high with
a rate of 1,667, (table III) These figures are indicative of
the large"numbér=of births of this county.--

Chart 10 clearly shows hOW‘in an area of sparse popula-
tion the fluctuations in population can readily be noted.

Thus the largafpercentage of children under the age of fifteen,
caused by the very high net reproduction rate, is more readily
noted as is the decrease of 1940 as compared with 1930. The
mobility of this county's population can also be readily

seen from the fluctuations, which are inconsistant "in the
other age.gr;ups of this county. o

' The major industry of this area is agriculture, with

B3 Fifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit.
! page 16 end ‘Sixteenth Census of the United States op. cit.,
. page 49 .
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34
909 persons employed,34 and this coupled with the sparsity
of pbpulation alows the conclusion to be drawn that this is
a rural county. It may be further noted that the character-
istic trends of this countyléeéh to be in conformity with
those of the other rural areas. ‘

DAWSON

This county with its population of 9 le‘in 1930 and
8 618 in 1940 is located in the eastern portion of the state,
and is surrounded by the counties of Wibaux Richland, McCone,
and Prairie. (map I} Its major industries are agriculture,
with 1,092 persons employed, and railroading, with 439 persons
employed.ss‘ Thé dounty seat, Qlendive, ﬁiﬁh é population of
4,629, is the omly city contaiﬁing over 1,000 persons. (table
IV) ; _, |

The fertility ratlo was 500 in 1930 and 408 in 1940
(table I) Whioh shows a very lérge decline in a period of
only ten years. The net reproduction rate wastl 274 (table
III), which is a little better than twenty-seven per cent
more than required for the reproduction of the county popula-
tion.

" The population pyramid for this county (Chart 11)

closely resembles a normal pépulétion pyramid. However,. the

s 0% Sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49-55.

53 gixteenth Census of the United States, 1940 Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49:55_'
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36
decline in the percentage of children differs from a normal
pyramid, and this 1s due to the decline in the fertility
ratios and in the net reproduction rate.

DEER LODGE -

This county with its small area had a population of
16,295 in 1930 and 15,627 in 1940,36 and is located in the
western part of the state, surrounded by the following coun-
ties: Silver Bow, Jefferson, Powell, Grenite, Ravalli, and
Beaverhead.h(mapvli The méjor industries Sf fhié county are
copper manufacturiﬁg,4ﬁith'1,883 persons employed, and mining
and quarrying (other than coal mining) with 614 persons em-
ployed.57 :

The county seat, Anaconda, is the only city with a
population greater than 1,000. Its population is 12,494.
(table IV)

‘The fertility ratio for this county was 212 in 1930
and 332 in 1940. (table I) The net reproduction rate was 886.
(table III) These statistiocs show that this county falls short
of ‘reproducing itself. -

"This is-a comparatively highly urbanized.county, and
it. is typical of the other urban centers of the state in that

the population percentage is nearly the same in all age groups

B8 Fifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page
16, and Sixteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page 49.

57 Ibid, pages 49-55.
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with very little fluctuation during the period 1930-1940.
rhe low percentage of children is due to the declining birth
rate of this county, while the larger percentage of the other
groups is apparently dug tp thé drawing power of the industries
of this county which have attrgoted a large number of in-mi-
grants.

Chart 12 more néarly approachés the shape of a rectangle
than the shape or a.populationipyramid;vand this is a result
of the urban disposition of the population which is toward
uniform distribution throughout all ageggfbups.

S FALiON .

Fallon ébunty is locape@>on the wesfefn border of the
state, and?istbbundedvby Nortthakota and the counties of
carter, cu;;ter, Prairie, and wibAux. (map I) It had a total
population; of 4,568 in 1930 and 3,719 in 1940.%8 The major
industry 6éfthe county is agriéulture, with 68?~persons em-
ployed .39’ % i
Téé fertility ratio for;this county was 511 in 1930
and 40?{in 1940, (table I) fhé:neﬁ reproduction rate was 1,322
which iﬁdicates that this coun%y hore than reproduces itself.

(tabléﬂiii)

55%Fifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page
17, and Sixteenth Census of the United States, 0Op. cit., page 50.

*sngixieenth Census ggg%he United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 2%, pages 49-55.
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Chart 13 shows-the fluctuation that occurs in a
pumerically small popuiaﬁion ﬁith a fairly high mobility.
This moblility is depicted by the irregularity and frequency
of the change in age-sex distribﬁtion. The large grouping
of children in the poﬁulatién:pyramid of this county is
typical of most rural counties:anduis caused by the large
net reproduction rate. The"irféghlarity of shape in the other
groups points out the . trend of out-migration of this area,
while the increased percentage of aged persons is in conform-
ity to the general trend of maturing populations.

FERGUS ‘

Fergus ¢6unty, located in‘the centéﬁ ;f the state and
encircled by the -counties of Petroleum, Phillips Blaine,
Chouteau, Judith Basin Wheatland Golden Valley, and Mussel-
shell, (map I) has as its major industry agriculture with
2,082 persons employed.40 Theronly oity with a population
greater than l 000 is the county seat Lewistown, with 5,358
persons, and the total population of the codﬂty was 16, 531
in 1930- ande14 040 in 1940.4l {table IV) '

The rertility ratio for this county was 452 in 1930

and 379 in 1940 (table I), and the net reproduction rate was
- 1;088. (tablq III) These indices show that the trend in this

PO
RNt

-, 40 gixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49-55. .

. 4l pifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page
© 17, and Sixteenth Census of the United States,._p. Cit., page 50.
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county is toward & static-population; however, the large
. decline in the fertility retio, ir coﬁtinued, will result
iﬁ ; declining population if all-other factors remain con-
stant. _ o
The population pyramid_toriﬁhis county, Chart 14,
shows the typical rural trend in this state, in the young
adult and middle aged groups, whioh is a trend towards out-
migration. It also; shows a decrease in the percentage of
children's and middle aged groups from 1940 as compared with
1930, and an 1ncrease in the young adult and aged portions
of this counxy's population. ¢ >ﬁ~§
A unique p0pulation characteristic of this county is

the excess of males over females in the agefsex distribution.
This is gee;fbly due to the economy of the'eeanty which re-
quires an abundance of male ﬁoike}s, and whicﬁ does not offer
any great'attraction to femalefworkers. This excess is par-
ticularly noiieeable in the males of the 55-44 age group.

" The. conclnsion that can be drawn about this county,
rrom an 1nterpretation of its pcpulation pyramid, 1is that
. there is great mobility within this county's population groups,
and thatmthemtrend here is towards an increasingly 1arge per-
centage of older persons, and en;increasingly smallerzpercen-
feéeﬁefiyoueger persons and children due to this mobility
doupled with the declining birth Tate of this county.
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- TLATHRAD

This county is looated in the northwestern corner of
the state, and is bordered by canada and Glacier, Pondera,
reton, Lewis and Clark, Missoula Lake, Sanders, and Lincoln
counties. (map I) The major industries of this county are:
agriculture, with 1,646 persons employed, railroading, with
674 persons employed,- and logging and lumber-milling, with
8556 persons employed. There is also a slight distribution
of the population in urban occupational groups such as pro-
fessional groups and retail trnde groups.42. This county
contains two cities with populations greater than 1,000;
Kalispell, with 6,094 persons,vand Whitefish with 2,803
persons. The total population of this county was 19,200 in
1930 and 24, 271 in 1940.43 (table Iv)

The : fertility ratio for this county was 418 in 1930
and 397 in 1940 (table I), and;the net reproduction rate was
1,166 (tablegIII) which indicate a falling birth rate, end a
bare replaoen;nt of the countyés*population. |

Chart 15iindicates.thé nntan dispositiod of this county
with 1t$ deéreasing number of children, and increased number
of yOQﬁg'aéﬁits and of the aged. The out-migration of the
age-gronps 35-45 between thony5ans 1930 and 1940, even tnough

- 42 gixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49-55. _

- 43 pifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page
17, and Sixteenth Census of the United States, Op. cIt., page 50.
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there is an in—migration:tn:?he younger working age groups,
might be explained by the nature of the chief industries of
Athis county which seem to attract the younger adults due to
the vigorous nature of the work. '

GALLATIN

’

This county, with its population of 16,124 in 1930
and 18,269 in 194044, is 1ocatéd in the southwestern part of
the state, and isﬂbordered by éné state of Wyoming and the
counties of Park;‘MQagher,_Broédwater, Jéfferson, end Madison.
(map I) The majorhihdustry is agriculture, with 2,005 persons
employed. There is also a Siightfdistribution in the urban
occupationalgg?oups.45 This county has butgonéicity with a
population>gfeater than 1,000, gBozeman with-g total of 6,855
persons within its city 1imits. (table IV)

The: fértility ratio for. this county was 391 in 1930
and 342 ine1940 (table I), and:the net reproduction rate was
965 (table III) which 1ndicate£that this county is not repro-
ducing its population at a repiacement level.

Tha¢p0pulation pyramid for this county (Chart 16) shows
that ther; is a decrease in-th? number of children and persons
in théugél45‘age‘groups during?the period 1930 to 1940. This

decrease in the percentage of phildren is due to the declining

4% Fifteenth Census of ﬁhé:United States, Op. Cit., page
17, an& Sixteenth Census of the United States, _2 Ccit., page 50.

45 g5irteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, TaBl 23, pages 49-55.
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fertility ratio of this county, and it may be surmised that
the decline in the older middle aged group is due to the pre-
war mobility of this class while the increase in the aged
group is in conformity with the general aging of our popula-

tion.
GARFIELD

Garfield County had a total population of 4,252 in 1930
and 2,641 in 194046 and 1s located in the eastcentral portion
of the state. It has no cities with a population greater
than 1,0004(table IV), and its major industry is agriculture
with 665 pefsons employed .47 |

The fertility ratio forgthis county was 590 in 1930
and 497“in 1940 (table I), and its net reproduction rate was
1, 714. (table III) These figures indicate that while this
county has a birth rate high enough to more than reproduce
its populatlon,Ephe fertility qf the peoples of the county
is rapidly declining. This can be witnessed by the population
pyramid for tﬂis‘county, chart;17, which shows the large per-
centage-prﬁchiléren for this c?unty, and'theadgcrease in the
percentagé of children from 1930 to 1940. In ﬁhé other groups
of thié éounty's age-sex distribution the chart shows a de-

cided increase in the number of older persons and a decided

-~~~ . 46 Pifteenth Census of the United States, Op..Cit., page
17, and Sixteenth Census of the United States, _g cit., page 50.

o - 47 gixteenth Census of the United States, 1940 Popula-
tion Table 23, pages 49-55,
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decrease in the number of middle aged. This change in
distribution can be attributed to the aging of the population
and to the migration of the middle aged groups during the
pre-war era of mobility.

GLACIER

Located in the northeastern part of the state, this
sounty had a total population of 5,297 in 1930 and 9,034 in
194048, and is bordered by Canada and the following counties:
Toole, Pondera, and Flathead. (map I) It contains only one
city, Browning, with a population of 1,172, with a population
greater than 1,000. (table IV) This county has a total of
2,223 nbn-white persons over fourteen years of age.49 Most
of these non-whites are Indians, who reside on reservations
within the county and many of the characteristics of the
county may be affected by the presence of these people, most
of whom are engaged in agriculture.

The major industries of this county are agriculture,
with 749 persons employed, and crude petroleum and natural
gas production, with 351 persons employed.50 The fertility
ratio for this county was 618 in 1930 and 539 in 1940 (table I),

48 Pifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page
17, and Sixteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page 50.

49 gixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table £3, pages 49-55,

50 Tbid, pages 49-55.
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and its net reproduction rate was 1,150. (table III) This
indicates a declining birth rate and a reproduction rate that
slightly more than reproduces the county's population.

Chart 18 shows that the‘cdunty tends to follow a nor-
mal distribution of the population, but that in the period
1930-1940 there was a decrease in the number of children, an
increase in the number of young adults, and a fairly static
middle aged group. Tﬁe disposition of this county may be
held due to the factor 6f the iarge?population group of
"reservation indiaps". This group seem to be content with
the conditions on the reservation, aﬁd,iéherefore, show little
mobility in search of occupation. This is apparent when the
disposition of;the working aged groups is noted in chart 18.

Thé-inérease in the numbe: of the young adults may be
attributeﬁ to the normal aging of the largé number of children
during this ten year period, and the decrease in the percen-
tage of children may be held attributable to the declining
fertility raiio and net reprodnction rate. '

GOLDEN VALLEY

This county is located in the southcentral part of
the state, end contained a population of 2,126 in 1930 and
1,607.in 1940.51 Tt is surrounded by the following counties:
Musselshell, Yellowstone, Stiliwater,‘Sweet Grass, Wheatland,

; "SI Fifteenth Gensus of the United States, Op. Cit., page
" 17, and Sixteenth Census of the United States, Op. Ci¥., page 50.
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and Fergus. (map I) It contains no cities with a population
greater than l,OOON(table Iv), and its major industry is
agriculture, with 351 persons employed .92

The fertility retia for this county was 559 in 1930
and 426 in 1940 (table j); and:its net reproduction rate was
1,562. (table III) These figures indicate a high fertility
ratio and net reproduction rate for this county, and show
that even though the fertility,ratio is declining the county
is still more than reproducing its population.

Ghart 19 depicts the violent gyrations of a population
pyramid when used to graphically show the distribution of a
small: popuiation group. These gyrations are due to the fact
that the movement of a few people can result in a movement of
a large percentage gf the popu;atlon, and thus this movement
is charted as elther a large riee or depression on the graph.
Certain irends can be readily established from the graph for
this county;ﬂﬂcﬁever and these trends indicate a great amount
of mobility in this rural group. |

It can be concluded that ‘this, due to its small popula-
tien shows an exaggerated chart of what is heppening to the
rural countieS'in Montana. There are a large number of chil-
dren but the percentage of them has decreased in the ten

'year period of 1930-1940, There is a large increase in the

B2 Sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49-55. ;
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older age groups during this same period, and the maturing
of the large children's groups of the 1930 period have matured
to meke the large young adult groups of the 1940 period. The
other groups, which are the middle aged groups are highly
mobile, and have migrated out of the county during this period.
This migration may be attributed to the pre-war migration of
rural groups to the industrialized urban centers.

GRANITE

This county is located in the western part of the
state, and is bordered by the following counties: Ravalli,
Beaverhead, Deer Lodge, Powell, and Missoula. (map I) It
had a total population of 3,013 in 1930 and 3,401 in 194053
Phillipsburg, with a population of 1,300, is the only city
with a population greater than 1,000. (table IV) The chief
industries of this county are agriculture, with 351 persons
employed, and mining and quarrying, with 353 persons employed.54

The fertility ratio for this county was 364 in 1930
and 381 in 1940. (table I) The net reproduction rate 1,126,
(table III) These figures indicate an increased fertility of
the population, and a reproduction rate above that necessary

for replacement of the population.

535 Fifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page
17, and Sixteenth Census of the United States, Op. Ci%., page 50.

54 gixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 25, pages 49-00.
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The population pyramid for this county (Chart 20) shows
an unusual shape in that it is more in conformity with a rec-
£anéle than with a normal population pyramid. This is caused
by the relatively equal distribution of all age groups. The
pyremid shows a prépéndefance«of men in all the age groups
over twenty, and this may be attributed to the nature of the
chief industries of this county which have attracted these
men as workers.- Tﬂe small proportion of children in this
county reflects the low fertility ratio. The fluctuations in
the working age groups may be attributéd to the mobility of
persons wﬁo.énéége in the major industfiés of this county.
This mobil;ty as indicated by the graph may also be in con-
formity Wiﬁh the general trend of the rural people to migrate
during fﬂiévperiod. | o
v Thisﬁcounty, named after the Railroad Tycoon, Jim Hill,
is located én the northern border of Montana, and is bounded
by Caﬁadawéhd the following goﬁnﬁies: Blaine, chOuteau, and
Liberty. (yap I) Havre is‘thé‘dnly city in this cbunty with
a populati?n greater than 1,060, and it contains 6,372 persons.
(tabiS“IV)HThé total population was 13,775 in 1930 and 13,304

in 1940.55

The leading industries of this county are agriculture,

with 1,478 peféons employed, and railroading, with 556 persons

55;fifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page
17, and Sixteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cif., page 50.
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employed. The occupational distribution in the other
categories show a slight urban disposition.®%6

The fertility ratio for'Hill County was 474 in 1930
and 408 in 1940 (table I), and the net reproduction rate was
1,172. (table ITI) These statisties indicate a declining
pumber of births, but the birth rate is still high enough for
the county to reproduce its own population.

Chart 21 depicts the decreasing amount of children and
middle aged in this county for this period 1930-1940. The
cause for the diminishing amount of children is the diminish-
ing birth rate, while the decline of middle aged during this
period 1is in‘conformity with tﬁe general out-migration of this
group during this pre-war perlod Increases are noted in the
young adult and aged groups, and the increase in the young
adult group is due to the normal aging of the children's group
in 1950 which had a very high reproduction rate. The increase
in the aged of this county is in ~conformity with the general
trend toward-a maturing popula?ion within the state of Montana.

JEFFERSON

Thié county is located in the southwestern part of the
state, éﬁa is surrounded by the counties of Broadwater, Lewis
and c}afk, Powell, Deer Lodge, Silver Bow, and Madison, (map
IX and it had a total population of 4,133 in 1930 and 4,664

: tggVSixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion Table 23, pages 49-50.
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in 1940.97 1t has no cities with a population greater than
..1,000. (table IV)

The fertility rgtio for this county was 287 in 1930
and 393 in 1940. (table I) Thié shows an immense increase in
the ratio during this ﬁén year period. The net reproduction
rate was 1,181. (table III) These figures indicate a growth
in the number of children within this county, and also in-
dicate that there will be a continued‘growth in the number of
children.

The major industries of this county are agriculture,
with 491 persons employed, and: mining and quarrying, with
366 persons employed.O8

Ghaﬁt 22 indicates that in the children's groups there
had been a f;lling off in the percentage of children born un-
til 1940, whén there was an:inérease over the 1930 period.
This chart SQQws a large perceﬁtage of this county's popula-
tion is ésipoééd of children, but that the’présent trend is
toward an incréase in the youné adult gro&ps,dcaused by the
aging of the large children's éroups. This ch;rt also in-
diééﬁég ;miérge mobility ofAthis county's age érbuﬁs, and
;~fdrthqﬁ that a large proportion 6f the population,arehmalp.

: ~57 Fifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page
17 and ;Sixteenth Census of the United States, __g Ccit., page 50.

~58 Sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49-55.
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61.
These two factors of the population may both be attributable
~ to. the major inﬁustiies of this county which tend to attract
men of a mobile nature, | .
JUDITH BASIN

Judith Basin County is located in the center of the
state, and is surrounded by Fergus, Chouteau, Cascade, Wheat-
land, and Meagher counties, (map I) and had a total population
of 5,238 in 1930, which declined to 3,655 in 1940.99 There is
no city withia po}ﬁlation greater than 1,000 in this county.
(table IV)

The leading industry of this county is agriculture,
with 869 persoﬁs employed.®0 In conformity with the rural
nature or-this;county's chief bccupationeis the net reproduc-
tion rate of 1,088 (table IIT), which is fairly typical of
the rural counties of this state. The fertility ratio for
Judith ﬁasig was 471 in 1930 and 434 in 1940. ftable I) This
decliningAfértility ratio is ajparent from Chart 23 which shows
a decline in the proportion qffcnildren during the period 1930
to 194Q.wtéther factors thaﬁia;e apparent are; the decrease
in thefmiddle aged groups and the increase in the éged groups.
Theseéérendsiare similar to the general trends within the
1state; which are towards an out-migration of the middle aged

_igroups and an increase in the aged

T b e

15agﬁ:l?‘iﬁ:eenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page
17, and Sixteenth Census of the United States, _2 Cit., page 50.

60 Sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940 Popula-
nmtion, Tahla,25,¢pagss,49;55.,uh o ,
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- LAKE

This county with its population of 9,541 in 1930 and
13,490 in 194081 is loqated in. the northwestern section of
the state, and is surrounded by Flathead, Sanders, and Mis-
goula counties. (map I) Polson, with a population of 1,455,
is the only city with a population greater than 1,000. (table
1v) The major industries of this county are agriculture, with

2,054 persons employed, and quarrying, with 318 persons em-
p]_oyed.62
The fertility ratio for this county was 543 in 1930
and 480 in 1940, (table I) This shows a great decline in fer-
tility during this ten year petiod, but the fertility ratio
ig still quite high. The net reproduction rate was 1,353
(table IIT) and, like the fertility ratios, it is also quite
high. The figures show that a'characteristic of the popula-
tion of this‘counpy is a high birth rate, and a resultant
large number of children. »

A glanéé at Chart 24 sh@ws the large percentage of
children that has resulted ffoﬁ the high fertility ratios of
this county. This chart also shows that during this ten year

period there has been a decrease in the percentage of children

and an increase in all other gioups, but the age group 35-45.

"6l pifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page
17, and Sixteenth Census of the United States, Op. Ci%., page 50.

62 gixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tlon, Table 23, pages 49-55.
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The jecrease 1n this group is especially noticeable in the
pale distribution. This decrease is similar to the rest of
yne state during this period, and may be caused by the pre-
war migration to industrial areas.

LEWIS AND CLARK

This county is located in the eastcentral portion of
the state, and contained a population of 18,224 in 1930 and
22,131 in 1940.6§ It is‘eneompasséd by the counties of Cas-
cade, Teton, Flathead, Powell, Jefferson; and Broadwater.

(mep I) Heléﬁa, the étate capitbl,:has a population of 11;805
and East Helena has a population of 1,059‘makiné thésé the
only cities with populations greater than 1,000 within this
county. (table‘xv)( |

The fertility ratio fd£ Lewis ah§ Clark County was
289 in 1930 énd 338 in71940;‘(table I) These fertility ratios
are low in comparison with the rest of the state, but the in-
creased ferfiiity‘dﬁring‘this ténAyear_period 15 unique in
that host of ihé‘other'ééuntiesAsﬁdw.a deéreased fertiliﬁy
raﬁio during-tﬁisiﬁeriod. The ﬁet reproduetion rate was 917
(table II1), gpd this is also low in comparison with the rest
of éha couhﬁies. This rate is‘ﬁelow the replacement level,
and indicateé‘é décliniﬁg perc;ntage of éhildren in this

county's populatibn.

~ 63 pifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page
18, and Sixteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page 51.
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The major industries of.this county show that this
county is predominantly urban by nature, however, the largest
occupational group are those engaged in agriculture, as there
are 1,971 persons employed in this group. The other leading
industries are government, with 958 persons employed, profes-
sional, with 812 persons employed, and mining and quarrying,
with 491 persons employed.84

The population pyramid for this county (Chart 25) con-
forms to the general characteristic of the more ﬁrban counties
of this state in that it has assumed a somewhat rectangular
shape instead 6f»the pyramid-like shape of A normal population
pyramid. This portrays the even distribution in most age .
groups of the urban county, as compared with the usual pyramid
with a iafge number of children and a graduél in-gradation
through;the other groups until the smallest group, the aged,
is reached.

It iéjevident from the population pyramid for this
county that_phere has been a Qecrease in the percentage of
children during this ten year period, 1930-1940, but that the
present treﬁd 1s toward an increased amount of children, as
evidenced iy the age group ﬁnder five. There 1s irregular
mobility within the other age‘grOups, and as a result no

general conclusions can be drawn from the material at hand.

64 3ixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49-05.
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This irregularity might, however, be due to the pre-war
mobility of the population, or it may be due to the type of
industry of this county which does not attract any one speci-
fied group of peoples but rather a scattering of all ages and
both sex.
LIBERTY

Liverty County is located on the northern border of
the state, and is bounded by Canada and the following counties:
Hill, Chouteau, and Toole. (map I) This county had a total
population of 2,198 in 1930 and 2,209 in 1940.65 It contains
no cities with a population greater than 1,000. (table IV)

The fértility ratio for this county was 511 in 1930
and 492 -in 1940, (table I) and the net reproduction rate was
'1,564. (table III) These figures indicate that there is a
declining fertility rate in this state, but that the net re-
production -rate is still more than adequate to reproduce the
population of this county. - .

- The major industry for this county is agriculture, with
572 persons. employed,66 and the population pyramid for this
county; Chart 26, conforms to the rural nature of this county.
This chart depicts the mobility of a rural county, with a
émall.population, over the ten year period charted. This

T~ 65 Fifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page
18, end Sixteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page 50.

- 68 gixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49-55.
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chart shows the large percentage of children with its decrease
in 1940 as compeared to 1930, and its decline in the propor-
tion of the middle aged. The extreme mobility of this rural
group can be noted by the lack of uniformity in the increases
and decreases of population during this period. This lack
of uniformity makes it difficult to determine any general-
trend within this group, but it might be deduced that this
county supplies a large amount of the young adﬁlt groups to
the industrial areas of the state while having no especial
attraction to any specified group.

LINCOLN

Lincoln County is located in the northwestern corner
of the state, and is bordered by Canada and Hill, Chouteau,
and Toole cduntigs. (map I) It had a total population of
7,089 in 1930 and 7,882 in 1940,57 and has only one city,
Libby, with a population greater than one thousand. Libby
has a population of 1,752 and is the county seat of Lincoln
county. (table IV) -

The leading occupations of this county are logging
and lumber milling, with 693 persons employed, and agriculture
with 458 persons employed.58

The fertility ratio for this county was 471 in 1930
and increased to 488 in 1940. (table I) The net reproduction

87 Fifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page
18, and Sixteenth Census of the United States, Op. Ci%., page 50.

68 Sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49-55,
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rate of 1,333 (table III) reflects this high fertility ratio,
and this rate is more than ample for the replacement of the
county's population.

Chart 27 indicates thé comparatively stable nature of
this county in that there is little migration shown for this_
county. There is some fluctuation to be seen in the young
adult and middle aged groups, but this is small in comparison
with most of the other counties, The'aging of this county's
population is evident, from the increase in the aged groups
of this county, as is the slight increase in children, in-
dicated by:the‘increased fertilivy raﬁios and the high net
reproduction rate.

MCCONE

This county with a popuiation of 4,790 in 1930 and

3,798 in:194659 is located in the eastern paft of the state,
and is bounded by the following counties: Richland, Roosevelt,
Valley, Garfield, Prairie, and Dawson. (map I) It has no
cities with populations greater than 1,000 (table IV), and
its major industry is agricdltuie, with 869 persons employed.70

- The fertility ratio for this county was 511 in 1930
and tﬂﬁs;ratio decreased tq\éﬁ?rin 1940. (table I) This de-

crease did not have any appreciable result in the lessening

- .69 Fifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page
18, and Sixteenth Census of the United States, _2 Cit., page 50.

. 770 gixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49-55,
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of the number of children within this county ag the net

reproduction rate was maintained at 1,532 (table 11T} which
13 more than adequate for the replacement of this county's
population.

The population pyramid for this county (Chart 28)
again shows the result of migration within the smaller less
populated counties of the state. This pyramid clearly depicts
the large proportion of children in this county, and the de-
cline in their numbers during the?ten year period, 1930-1940.
1t further evidences the increase of older people within the
county, andtthe out-migration of theayéuﬂgdédults and middle
aged persons. The greatest decrease of population in this
county is in the age groups 35-45, and this may be due to the
migration of these peoples to the 1ndustria1 areas during
this pre-war period.

MADISON

Madison :County i1s located on the southern border of
the state, and ;3 edged by onmigg and thekcounties of Gal-
latin, Jeffefsoﬁ, Silver Bow; énd Beaverhead., (map I) It
had & total population of 6,323 in 1930 and 7,294 in 1940.71
It has no cities with populations of more than 1,000 persons.
,m(table_IYi The leading occupatidns are agriculture, with 1,252
persons employed, and mining aﬁd quarrying (other than coal ‘

mining), with 528 persons emplo&éd.72

< 71 Fifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page
- 18, and Sixteenth Census of the United States, _E Cci¥., page 50.

' 72 Sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49-55.
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The fertility ratio for this county has been consistant
auring the ten year period, 1930-1940, as it has remained at
429. (table I) The net reproduction rate is barely above re-
placement level with a rate dﬁ 1,169. (table III)

Chart 29 portrays that fhis county has a falrly stable
population, and that the distribution is relatively equal in
all age groups. Thig chart aléo depicts the trend toward a
diminishing proportion of childran and middle aged groups,
and an increased proportion of young adults and aged. The
decreases are due to the stablizing of phe proportion of
children, aﬁauthe normal aging of thé ééé&iﬁtion coupled with
the out-migration of persons in the middle;aged groups. The
aging of the general pOpulation may be the causual factor in
the 1ncré;se of the aged groups.i

MEAGHER

hi,éagher County with 1ts population of 2,272 in 1930
and 2,237 in 194073 is locatédéiﬁ the central portion of the
statei‘ahd i? surrounded'byifn?}gollowing céhﬁt}es; Judith
Basin, Cascade, Lewis and Clark, Broadwater, Gallatin, Park,
and Wheatland. (map I) It has ?oicities with populations of
more @han 1,000, and its leadihg industry is agriéulture,with

620 pérsons employed.74

iy

Lo 13 Fifteenth Census of the United States, Op..Cit., page
18 and Sixteenth Census of the United States, _R clﬁ., page 50.

74 gixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion Table 23, pages 49555.,£ _ :
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The fertility retiojfor this county was 365 in 1930
. in ten years increased to 383 in 1940. (table I) The net
’ré;reduction rate for thte~pougty:was 943, (table III) These
statistics indicate arrgympﬁrth rete‘that will not suffice
to replace the population of this county, however, it is in-

creasing, and at the present rate should increase to a statiec

replacement level..

Chart 30 deplcts the low replacement of this county,
and further-shows that the replacement of the population

through births is on an increase. Other trends that are ap-

parent. are the decreased percentage of the middle age groups,
which may be caused by the pre-war migratlon to war industries,

and the increased percentage of’the aged.e

P , e

“HNERKL
1 ‘ é
§ Thls county is located on the western border of the

state~«a 18- edged by Idaho, Sanders county, and.Missoula
county. It had a total populaﬂien of 1,626 in 1930 and 2,135

in 194075_ and has no populated eenters of over one thousand

'
4

!
persons.. {table IV) §

D
e L

:The major industry of- this county is railroading, with

aﬂm-

124 persome employed and the other occupational grouos are

»~greatlxedefused in distributipn.76
b Lf S

75 Fifteeath Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page
1s, and Sixteenth Census of tﬂe United etates _R Cit., page 50.

. mm25esix%eenth Census oféthe United States 1940, Popula-
tion, Tablef23 pages 49455@ g 7
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In 1930 the fertility ratio for this county was 326,

Aand in 1940 it had increased to 448, (table I) Mineral county

more than replaces 1ts*popu1ation through reproduction as it
has a net reproduction rate bf‘l;235. (table III) These figures
explain the increased percentage.of children under five (Chart
31) in 1940 as compared to 1930.

Ghart 31 1nd1cates that. the populatlon of Mineral county
is fairly stable, and has a comparatively equal distribution
in all age groups. The population, however, is predominantly
male, and in the male population distribution there is an
unusuallysiarge increase in the percentage of males seventy-
five and -over in this period. A large portion of this increase
may be attributed to the increased longevity of the population
coupled with the aging of tne ginty—five»and over age group
of 1930 wﬁich was a large grou;. A further factor to be con-
sidered ie the sparsity of the'population of this county,

which may;have exaggerated theﬁpercentage of 1ncrease caused

by the in-migratlon of a number of people of thls specified

i

age group.g ?

mssbum

¥

Missoula County had a population of 21 782 in 1930

3
B i

‘and,29;038 in 194077, end is located on the western border of

1
o

wairteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page

18, end Sixteenth Census of the United States, Op. CiT., page 50.
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the state, bounded by Idaho—and the counties of Mineral, |
.. Sanders, Lake, Flathead Powell Granite, and Ravalli. (map I)
Missoula, the county seat, has a population of 14,657, and
is the only city in this county with a population of over 1,000.
(table IV) "

The leading industries of this county are agriculture,
with 1,041 persons employed, mining and quarrying, with 639
persons employed, logging and milling,<with 700 persons em=
ployed, governmenc, with 1,435 persons employed, and rail-
roading, with 654 persons employed. These and the general
urban distribution of the other occupations show the urban
disposition of the population of this county.”8 The low
fertility ratio 329 in 1950'aﬁd 348 in 1940 (table I), is in
conformity with the urban nature of this county, as is the
low net reproduction rate of 917. (table IIT) '

The populatlon pyramid for this county (Chart 32) de-
plcts that the trend of this county is toward groat mobility
of population as there are fewfage groups that have.remained
static over the ten year perioc,”1930-1940. The;fluctuations
off%he chaft not only indicate?the mobile characcéristic of
théwcogcty, but also indicate that the general trend in this
countyiis toward in-migration.? The large group of in;migrants

in the égefgroups 20-35 are a unique characteristic of this

78 Sixteenth Gensus of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49-55.
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county, and are without adequate explanation with the material
avallable at the time of this survey.

MUSSELSHELL -

This county had a population of 7,242 in 1930 and
5,717 in 194079, and is located in the eastcentral part of
the statq, and is surrounded by the following counties: Yel-
1owétgné; Golden Vélley, Fergus, Petroleum, and Rosebud.
(ﬁap,I)}Roundup, with a population of 2,577 is the only city
with é population greater than 1,000. (table iV)
7‘ - The fertility ratio of this county was 425 in 1§30
and 318 in 1940. (table I) This drop in fertility indicates
that a characteristic of this county is a trend toward a
rapidly decreasing population unless augmented by in-migration.
The net reproduction rate for this county is in conformity
with the low fertility ratio as it is only 997. (table III)
This rate 1s below the level of 1,000 that is necessary for
the repopulation of a county:through births,

" .The majorfipdustries‘of this county are coal mining,
with 605: persons employed, and agriculture, with 453 persons
employed;eo" The nature-of these industries may be the con-
tributing factor in thé extreme mobility of this county's
population; “as "they both tend to attract people of a migratory

. ] ¥:?§7?ifﬁéenth Census of the United States, 0Op. Cit., pége
18, and Sixteenth Census of the United States, Op. Ci%., page 50.

B _80 Sixtéenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49-55,
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nature, and both industries are seasonal which may further
centribute to this hobility.

Due to the extreme fluctuation of the percentage of
distribﬁtion of the various age groups as‘depicted by Chart
33, it is difficult to ascertain eny especially significant
characteristics of the population of this county. However,
it can be noted that there is a definite trend toward a de-
creasing percehtage of children, and an increasing percentage
of older adults in this county. These are undoubtedly due
to the decreased fertility ratios of this county coupled with
the increased longevity of the older persons.

- PARK

Perﬁ County is located on the southern border of the
state, ahd is bordered by Wyomihg and the counties of Carbon,
Stillweter, bweetgrass Meagher and Gallatin. (map I) It
had a total population of 10, 922 in 1930 end 11,566 in 194081
and the only city . with over 1,000 population is Livingston
with 6, 391 persons. (table IV) :

- “.The leading occupatione of this county. are agriculture,
with 1,007 gersons employed,. and,railroading, with 723 persons
em,p;leyefi.“'83"i The distribution of the other occupations indicate
wthat,thie;county has a large ﬁercentage of people employed in

S 81'Fifteenth Census of the United States, op. Cit., page
18 and Sixteenth census of the United States, Op. clt., page 50,

' .82 gixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion Table 23 pages 49-55. :




MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY

SCHOOL OF FORESTRY

b
=1 i
A‘y 1
“., T
1  § T T
-4 i -
H ]
-
aa N Has on R
sEug
o NENE
iRy
.
i} 1]
1] NN
{ ) 1)
T HHHHT HAH In
s i O :4_|_|]\:. va
- N 4 INEREENEE SRR RN RN )
-} d- 4] I} . 00 100 I A 0 ) IR
R EH R A S
] i e R R H TR




88
guch urban occupations,as“clerking, selling, and Professiona)

The fertility ratio Tor this county was 375 in 1930
and 330 in 1940 (table I}, and the net reproduction rate was
976. (table III) These‘f;gures.indicate a decline in the birth
rate, and a net reproduction.rgte,below the level required
for replacement of the population..

Chart 34 conforms to the general shape of the more
urban counties of Montana in that it more nearly approaches
a rectangular\shape:than that of a normal pyramid. This
chart also ahows that the population is comparatively static
as there is 11#61; mobility of population indicated. It also

depicts the . trend toward a decreased percentage of children.

PETROLEUM

e ey

This county had a population of 2,045 in‘ 1950 and
1,083 in 194085, and is 1ocated in the eastcentral portion of
the state.pwit is bordered by the following counties: Fergus,
Phillips, ga;field,'Rosebud;"aﬁdfMusselshell.' The major in-
dustry ofgohié county is.agrgcolfpre, with 235 pérsons em=
Jloyed. 84 B ,; i . |

The fertility ratio for this county was 540 in 1930
and dec;;ned to 397 in 1940,'(table I) The net reproduction
rate w@ﬁ 1,350. (table III)NEhose figures show that the birth

- *33’?1fteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page
18, and Sixteenth Census of the,United States, _R Clt., page 50,

-84 83 xteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Tabl 23, pages 49-59.
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rates for this county are falling off, but are still high
‘ehough to replace the eopulafien without in-migration.

The sparsity of the population of this county is evi-
denced by the extreme changes inAthe population during this
ten year period, 1930-1940. Due to the fact that the popula-
tion is so sparse it is difficdlt to make more than general
conclusions about the oharacteristics of this population, as
any slight shift of population\is depicted in an exaggerated
manner on the population pyramid. However, the trends that
are shown are' towards a decreased percentage of children,

f an increase percentage of young adults a decreased percentage
-of the- age group, 35-45, and an increase in all age groups
over forty-five. The general trend as depicted by Chart 35,
is one of extreme mobility of the population of this county.
{ PHII.zLIPS

i . . ”’f:
A A B

3--m«m»~'L‘h-i-s~-«c:cn;_i;t.,;ﬁwith a«pop&lation of 8,208.in 1930 and
7,892 in 19408§ is?located on the northeastern border of the
gtate, and ieweoudded by Cageia end the féliewing ceunties:
Valley, Garf}eldv;Petroleum, fergus, and Bleinq.,(map I)
Maltafhas a bopulation of 1,3%8,.and is the oniy city to have
a ﬁapuletiaﬁ* larger than 1,qu. (table IV) Tne"chief‘ industry

of,tdisseounty‘is‘agriculture, with 1,407 pereons,employed,86

T T 55 Fitteenth Census of the United States, Op, Cit., page
18, and Sixteenth Census of the United States, _2. Gif page 50,

e e 86 THid, pages 49-55,
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The fertility ratio for this county was 512 in 1930
and 525 in 1940. (tabie i) The‘net reproduction rate was
1,400. (table III) These statistics show that this county
has a birth rate that is more ihan ample to repopulate this
county.

The population pyramid for this county (Chart 36) por-
trays that the trend in this eounty is towards a decreased
percentage of children and middle eged. It also depicts in-
creases in the -young adult and aged groups. These conform
to the general trend of migrations among the working classes,
and towards the increased percentage of older persons in the
state's population. :
' PONDERA

R L S s

% Pondera COunty is located 'in the northeastern part of
the state and is encompassed by the countlies of Chouteau,
Libezty,“Teoleﬁ Glacier, Flathead and. Teton._(map I) It had
a total population of 6,964 in 1930 and 6, 716 in 1940,87
and Conrad is the only city in this county to have a population
of more than l ,000 with its population of 1 499. (table IV)

The leading occupation of this*county is agriculture with
1,236 persons employed.88 :

..The fertility ratio was 556 in 1930, and declined to
469 in 1940 (table I) The neﬁ reproduction rate was 1,359,

: 87 Fifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page
19 and& Sixteenth Census of the United States, _2 Ccit., page 5l.

. 88 gixteenth Census of ‘the United States, 1940, Popula-
~wtion, Tablewzz, pages-439-55. .
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(table III) It may be concluded from these figures that this
. -county has a declining birth rate, but one that is still
sufficiently high enough to replenish the population without
in-migrations.

Chart 37 shows that this county closely resembles the
normal population pyramid as its distribution is in accor-
dance with the decreased upward gradation. The trends that
are indicated, however, are in. accordance with the general
trends of the state, but are not as accentuated. Thus, we
have a decreased percentage of children and middle aged during
the ten year period 1930-1940,, and an 1ncreased percentage
in the other age groups. j f

PowDER*RIVER

g
With a population of 3, 909 in 1930 and 3,159 in 1940,89

Powder River county is located on the southeastern border of
the state~ and is bounded by the following ecunties: Carter,
Custer, Rosebud and Bighorn as well as by the state of
Wyoming. (map I) It has no cibdes of over 1, 000 population
(table IV), and its major industry is agrioulture with 898
persons employed 20 = ? 8 | '

: The fertility ratio was 624 for this county in 1950
andfsuféered a 1arge decline to 403 in 1940. (table I} This

i

!

. .-~y 89 Fifteenth Census of the-United States, 0p.’ Git., page
19 and Sixteenth Census of the United States, _p CiE page 51.

; 90 gixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
'ﬁion, Table 23, pages 49-55.w;
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decline is apparent when noted on.Chart 38, as there is graph-
ically shown the lafge decreasé in the number of children in
this county over this ten year period. The net reproduction
rate is 1,323 (table III);'and this indicates that even though
there is a decrease in the percentage of children in this
county's population there is still a large enough birth rate
to repopulate the éounty.

Other charadéeristics of this county that can be ob-
served on Chart 38 are the increased percentage of older
-persons, and a fluctuation in the percentages of young adults
and middle aged. These characteristics are in conformity
with the general trend of the counties of the state of Montana,
and are indicative of the aging population of the state and
of the m;gfétory nature of the working cléés with their ten-
dency toimigrate to the urban centers of thémstate and to
the induétrialfareas during th?spre-war period.

A POUELL o

Powell County had a population of 6, 202 in 1930 and
6,152 in 194091 and is located in the westcentral section of
the state, edged by the following counties: Lewis and Clark,
Flathead Missoula, Granite, Deer Lodge, and Jefferson. (map I)
This county has as its largest city, Deer Lodge, with its
population of 3,510, and this is the{only city in this county

QWWith a population greater thad 1,000. (table IV)

; 28 Fifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page
19. and Sixteenth Census of the United States, _g Ci%., page 51.
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The leading industries of this county are agriculture,
:“ﬁith 599 persons employed, and railroading, with 289 persons
employed.?2 There is a slight urban distribution in the other
occupations, and these tend to‘giﬁe the county an urban -nature.

In 1930 the fertility ratio for this county was 373,
and in 1940 it had increased to 406. (table I) The net re-
production rate is abéve the replacement level at 1,184
(table III), and coupled with the large fertility ratio re-
sult in a fairly high birth rate for this county.

The population pyramid for Powell County portrays the
somewﬁat nfﬂgﬁ nééﬁre of this gognty,néé~the tendency here is
toward an-equal distribution oi the age groups. This pyramid,
Chart 39; also shows that théf§ has been an out-mlgration in
tné‘;é;:éfoups 20-45 and inqr%gsgs in th;“aée groups over
fdrty-five. | g

o PRATRIE

Prairie County is locaged in the east@éntral portion
o? ehémsfate, and is surroundé?(py the countiés of Wibaus,
Déw;on, M_ccone, Garfield, cﬁsf.*:er; and Fallon.;' (map I) The
total population of Prairie County was 3,941 in 1930 and 2,410
inﬁi§4095;jand there are no cities with populations larger

than 1,000, (table IV) The leading occupation of this county

92 Sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49-55. _

93 Fifteenth Census of .the United States, op. Git., page
19, and Sixteenth Census of the United States, Op. cit., page 51.
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is agriculture, with. 369 persons employed.%4
. ; In 1930 the fertility ratio for this county was 529,

and it decreased to 381 in 1940' (table I) The net reproduc-
tion rate of 1,308, (table III),'ls high enough to repopulate
the county even though the rertility rate has declined during
the ten year period, 1950¥1940.

Chart 40 evidences the fact that counties of sparse

-

populations tend to fluctuate wildly on their population
pyramids due to the fact that a migration of a few people
will result in the migration of a large percentage of the
_population; The greatest fluctuation on this chart is in the
age group 5—9 -which shows that in 1930 8.6 per cent of the
population were girls in this age group. In 1940 this per-

e T g

centage had decreased to 4.2 per cent, and is possibly a re-
sult of the out-migration of the older age: groups who took
their children ﬁith then. Other general trends of this county

B e v .

are: decreased percentage of children increased percentage

’=

of oldep-people and mobility of the other groups.

} RAVALLT !

1

s i B

f Ravalli had a population ‘of 10,315 in 1930 and 12,978
in 194095, and is located on the western border of the state
encompassed by Idaho and the counties of Granite, Missoula

3
H 3
1 &

s h~—94 Sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-

f tion,gTable 23, pages 49-55. . ; .

L 92 Pifteenth Census of ‘the United States, Op. Cit., page. .
“$ and Sixxeenth Census of the United States, _2 Cit., page Sl.
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Deer Lodge, and Beaverhead. (map I) The county seat, Hamilton,
- has a population of l 859 and is the only city with more
then 1,000 persons., (table IV) The leading occupation of this
county is agriculture, with 2,068 persons employed.96

The fertility ratio for this county was 438 in 1930
and 419 in 1940 (table I), and the net reproduction rate was
1,284, (table III) These figures show that this county has a
birth rate that ie aﬁple for repopulation of the county.

The population pyramid for this county (Chart 41) has
an unusual shape in that the age groups 25-64 have a compara-
tively equal percentage of the: population.; This pyramid also
indicatee—that»thie is a relatively stablefpopulation as there
are not many increases or deereases in the population during
this period, 1950 1940. The trends in this county are to a
decreased percentage of children and an increased percentage
of young adults. |

an o

RICHLAND

Tﬁie county is located én‘she eastern border of the
state, aadwis edged by Norta'ngcfa and the counfies of Wibaus,
Dawson,"ﬁcCone and Roosevelt é(map I) It had a population of
9, 633 in 1930 and 10,209 in 194097, and contains only one city
Sidney, population 2,210, with a population of more than

: _— 986 gixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion Table <5, pages 49455.3ﬁ

97 Fifteenth Census of the United States, QOp. Cit., page
19, and Sixteenth Census of. tHe United States, Op. Cit., page 51.
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1,000. (table IV) |
- The fertility ratio for”this county was 568 in 1930
and declined to 497 in 1940 (table I), and the net reproduc-
tion rate was 1,454, (table IIi) These figures are high in
comparison with the other counfiés of the state, and show
the rural nature of this county whose major industry is agri-
culture, with 1,787 persons employed.98

Chart 42 further shows the rural nature of this county
as there is depicted a large percentage of children, a mobility
of the middle ége groups, and en increase of the aged.

§ ROOSEVELT

This county had a population of 10,672 in 1930 and
9,806 in 194099, and is located on the eastern border and
bounded by Nbrth Dakota and the following counties: Sheridan,
Daniels, Valley,‘McGone and Rlchland. (map I) It contains
two citiesiwithupopulatlons grpater than 1,000. These cities
are Wolf Point, fopulation lf5%9' and Poplaf population
1,049. (taﬁle IV) The leading occupation of this county is
agriculture with 1,224 persons employed. 100

..~ 98 gixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion Table 23, pages 49-50,

;vw&ﬁ 99 pifteenth Census of the United States, 0p. Cit., page
; 19, and Sixteenth Census of, the United States, 0p. ci%., page 51.

“-, 100 1pid, pages 49-55.
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This county has a-large in@ian}population, and there

- are 1,409 non-whites over fourteen years of age in the county.l0l
This may be a factor in the high fertility ratio of this

county, which was 558 in 1930 and 512 in 1940 (table I), and

in the high net reproduction rate of 1,412. (table IIT)

Chart 43 indicates that there is a large portion of
this county's population in the children's group, and this
grour has decreased ih'the latter part of the period, 1930-
1940. There’are increases noted in the young adult and aged
groups, and a decrease in the middle age;groups which are in
conformity wiﬁhwﬁhoAgéneral trend in the agriculture counties
of the state. .

ROgHETD

S

Rosebud had a population of 7,347 1n 1930 and 6,477 in
1940103, and is located in the southeastern part of the state,
surrounded»by the-following counties Powdqr“R1Ver, Custer,
Garfield, Peﬁro}eum MusselsheIl - Treasure, iand Big Horn.

(map I) Foysyth has a populatlon of 1,591, and is the only
city~in~th&swcounty with a population greater than 1,000.
(table IV) The leading 1ndustry of this county is agriculture,

with l 057 persons employed and of these 724 are non-whites
—-of indian extraction,l03

e -~ 101 1bid, pages 49-55.

5 102 pifteenth Census of ‘the United States, Or. Cit., page
19 -and Sixxeenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit., page 5l.

§ 103 gixteenth Census of' the United States, 1940, P0pula-
«-%ioa;~?&ble~25, pagesalﬁ 55..v¢ o
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The fertility ratio of this county was 545 in 1930
and 447 in 1940 (table I), and the net reproduction was 1,136.
(table IIT) These figures indicate that there is a declining
birth rate, but one that is still high enough to repopulate
the county.

Chart 44 evidences that this county has a decreased
percentage of children in 1940 as compared to 1930, and that
there is a general trend toward increased population for this
county except in the age groups 35-45 which show an out-mi-
gration., This out-migration may be due to the attraction of
the industrial areas during this pre-war period.

SANDERS

Sanders County is located on the western border of the
state, and is edged by the state of Idaho and the counties of
Mineral, Missoula, Lake, Flathead, and Lincoln. (map I) This
county has a population of slightly less than 9,000, and con-
tains no cities with populations over 1,000. (table IV) The
major industr&ugf Sanders county is agricultﬁré, and has 899
persons empioyed in this occupation.l04

The net reproduction rate for this county was 1,347
(table TTII), and the fertility ratio was 482 in 1930 and 461
in 1940. (table I) These statistics show that this county has

T0Z Fifteenth Census of the United States, 92. cit.,
page 19, and Sixteenth Census of the United btates Op. Cit.,
page 51.
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a birth rate that is high enough to replenish the population
of this county without the aid of in-migration.

The population pyramid for this county shows by its
rectangular shape that there is an eguitable distribution of
population throughout most of the age groups. It further
shows that there has been a decrease in the percentage of the
children of this county, but that this decrease has ceased
and the present trend is toward an increased percentage of
children. There has been some out-migration in the middle
age groups and in the older age groups, but compared to other
counties with rural dispositions of population this is slight
so that the conclusion may be drawn that, in comparison with
other rural counties, Sanders County has the characteristic
of beingH; counfy with a static population.

SHERIDAN

This county had a pobulation of 9,869 in 1930 and 7,814
in 1940105, and is located in fhe northeastern corner of the
state bounded by Canada, North Dakota, and Rooéevelt, and
Daniels counties. (map I) Plentywood, with its population of
1,226, is the only city in this county with a population of
more than 1,000. (table IV)

The major industry of this county is agriculture, with

1,365 persons employed.l06 The fertility ratio for Sheridan

105 gixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49-50.

106 Ibid, pages 49-55.
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County was 548 in 1930 and 430 in 1940 (table I), and the net
reproduction rate was 1,322. (table IITI)

Chart 46 depicts that this county has a large percen-
tage of children, but one that has decreased during the period
1930-1940. The normal aging of the large children's groups
has caused an increase in the young adults during this neriod,
but there is still an out-migration indicated by the small
proportion of these groups. OQut-migration is also indicated
in the middle-age groups, as there is a large decrease in
their group during this period. This out-migration probably
results fromfthe persons in these gréups seeking occupation
in the indus@rial areas rather than in the rural areas of
their county.

Thefe is aiso evidencedéa noticeable increase in the
aged of this county, and this ihcreased percentage is caused
by the maﬁuring of the largeAg}oups of younger reople and by
the generalNErend of our country towards an_éging population.

SILVER BOW

| silver Bow County had a total population of 56,969 in
1930, which declined to 53,207 in 1940107, and is located in
the' southwest portion of the state surrounded by the counties

of Deer Lodge, Jefferson, Madison, and Beaverhead., (map I)

- 107 Fifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit.,
page 19, and 3Sixteenth Census of the United States, QOp. Cit.,
page 51.
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Butte, the copper mining city, and ‘falkerville, with
populations of 39,352 and 2,052 respectively, are the only
cities in this county with populations that exceed 1,000.
(table IV) The leading occupaticns of this county are mining
and quarrying, with 6,980 persons employed, 2nd a distribu-
tion of persons in the other more urban occupations,l08

The fertility ratio of 299 in 1930 and 308 in 1940
(table I) is low, as is the net reproduction rate of 826.
(table III) These indicate the low birth rate of this county,
but it may be deduced from the increased fertility ratio of
1940 thatfthe}trend in this county is towards an increased
birth rate.

Chéft 47 characterizes the urban nature of this county's
populaﬁiﬁn“in that the pyramid conforms to the rectangular
shape of those counties with relatively equal distribution of
population in the different age groups. This chart shows a
variaﬁcegin all age groups during this period, 1930-1940,
but the’variances are not radiéal and show a conformity of
the population trends of both periods, and it may be said
that there are no pronounced t?ends to be noticed in this
county. The trends that areﬂindicated, however, show a de-
crease in the children's group, a comparatively static middle

aged grdup and an increase in the aged groups.

108 sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table <5, pages 49-00.
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STILLWATER

The total population of this county was 6,253 in 1930
and 5,694 in 1940109 and it is located in the southcentral
portion of the state bordered by the following counties:
Carbon, Yellowstone, Golden Valley, Sweet Grass, and Park.
(map I) There are no cities with poﬁulations greater than
1,000 (table IV), and the leading industry of this county is
agriculture, with 1,186 persons employed.110

The fertility ratio for Stillwater County was 405 in
1930 and it increased to 450 in 1940. (table I) The net re-
production rate for this county was 1,338 (table III), which
indicates that this county has_ _a reproduction rate that is
ample for the repopulating of this county without in-migration.

The population pyramid for this county, Chart 48,
evidences that there is a large proportion of the county's
population in the children's age groups, but that the trend
here is towards a diminishing of this group. The trend in the
middle aged bréékets is for a continued decline in this group
that already makes up a smailer‘than average ?roportion of
this county. The characteristic of the aged group is in con-

formit§ With the general trend as this group shows the increase

109 Fifteenth Census of the United States, 92. Clt.,
page 19, and Sixteenth Census of the United States 0p. Cit.,

page 51.

110 gixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tlon Table 23, pages 49-bb.
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that has come about due to the increased longevity of our
country's population.

WEET GRASS

Sweet Grass county is located in the southcentral por-
tion of the state, surrounded by the counties of Stillwater,
Golden Valley, Wheatland, Meagher, and Park (map I), and had
a total population of 3,944 in 1930 and 3,719 in 1940.111
Big Timber is the only city that has over 1,000 persons, and
it contains a popuiation of 1,224. (table IV)

The leading occupation of this county is agriculture,
with 850 persons employed.ll2 In‘conjunction with this rural
form of occupation, this county had a typical rural fertility
ratio of 471 in 1930 and 46lﬁin 1940. (table I) The net re-
production rate for this county is 1,263 (table III) which,
when viéwed With the fertility ratio, indicates that this
county reproduces at a rate which will slightly more than
replenish the population.

Chaftv49 shows that the. characteristics of this county
are towardra decreased percentage‘of children and middle age,
and toward an increased percentage of young adults and aged.
These characteristics show that the trend in this county is

toward a maturing populatioﬁ.

11l Pifteenth Census of the United States, 92. cit.,
page 20, and Sixteenth Census of the United otates Op. Cit.,
page 52.

112 sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49-55.
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TETON

This county had a population of 6,088 in 1930 and
6,922 in 1940113 and is located in the northcentral portion
of the state, surrounded by the counties of Chouteau, Pondera,
Cascade, Lewis and Clark, and Flathead. (map I) It contains
no cities with a population of more than 1,000 (table IV), and-
its chief industry is agriculture, with 1,520 persons employ-
ed. 114

The fertility ratio of this county is high, as it was
447 in 1930 and 459 in 1940. (table I) The net reproduction
rate of 1,417 is also high (table III), and these figures
show that Teton has a high bi:th rate that will result in an
increased percentage of children in this county. This obser-
vation i1s confirmed by the population pyramid for this county
(Chart 50), which depicts this increase in the age group
under five. This chart also shows the rural nature of this
county's population, as the largest percentage of the popula-
tion is composed of the children's groups, and there is a
decline in the young adult groups with an increase in the
middle aged and aged portions of the population. However, in
comparison of the 1930 population and the 1940 population,

we find that during this period there was an increased per-

115 Fifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit.,
page 20, and Sixteenth Census of the United States] Op. Cit.,
page 52,

114 gixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49-50.
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centage of young adults, a decrease of the middle aged, and
an increase of the aged. This indicates that the trend of
this county is in the direction of large groups of children
and aged, and small groups of young adult and middle aged.

TOOLE

Toole County, located on the northern border of the
state, 1s surrounded by Canada and the counties of Liberty,
Pondera, and Glacier. (map I) It had a population of 6,714
in 1930 and 6,769 in 1940115, and Shelby, with a population
of 2,004, is the only city with a population greater than
1,000. (table IV)

The major industry of this county is agriculture, with
412 persons.employedllG, and the fertility ratio in 1930 was
465 while the fertility ratio in 1940 declined to 412. (table
I) The net reproduction rate of this county was 1,116. (table
III) These statisties indicate the rural nature of this county,
and also indicate that the birth rate is high enough to re-
plenish the population.

Chart 51 depicts the declining birth rate of this county
as it shows the decrease in the children's groups for this
period, 1930—1940. It further shows a slight increase in the
young adult groups, a decline in the middle age groups, and

115 Fifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit.,
rage 20, and Sixteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit.,

116 gixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49-55.
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an increase in the aged. These fluctuations evidence the
fact that this is a county with a maturing population, and
with declining proportion of middle aged population due to
out-migration during this pre-war period.

TREASURE

Treasure County had a population of 1,661 in 1930
and 1,499 in 1940117 and is located in the southeastern part
of the state, bordered by the following counties: Rosebud,
Musselshell, Yellowstone, and Big Horn. (map I) It has no
cities with populations larger than 1,000 (table IV), and the
major industry is agriculture, with 310 persons employed.l1l8

The fertility ratio for this county was 655 in 1930
and this dropped to 502 in 1940. (table I) Despite this large
drop in the fertility ratio, the net reproduction rate of
1,356 (table III) is still sufficient to replenish the popula-
tion.

This large drop in the fertility ratio is evidenced
by Chart 52, which shows this decrease in the children's age
groups. This large percentage of decline may be due in part
to the sparse population of this county, which makes any ap-
-preciable fluctuation seem extremely large. However, it does

indicate the trend toward a decreased proportion of the county

117 Fifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit.,
page 20, and Sixteenth Census of the United States] Op. Cit.,
page 52.

118 gixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49-505.
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being children. The inconsistant variation in the other age
groups makes the concluding of any trends improbable. These
fluctuations on the diagram might indicate, however, that the
nature of this county is one of great mobility of the popula-
tion, both through out-migrations and in-migrations.

VALLEY

Valley County had a population of 11,181 in 1930 and
15,181 in 1940119, and is located on the northeastern border
of the state. This county_is bordered by Canada and the coun-
ties of Daniels, Roosevelt, McCone, Garfield, and Phillips.
(map I) Glasgow, with a population of 2,216, is the only city
with a population larger than 1,000. (table IV) The leading
industry of this county is agriculture, with 1,560 persons
employed, followed by construction, with 736 persons em-
ployed.lao

'The net reproduction rate of this county is 1,418
(table III), and the fertility ratio was 540 for 1930 and
508 for 1940. (table I) These figures are higher than the
average for the Montana counties, and are indicative of a
high birth rate and a high replacement rate.

Ghart 53 graphically portrays’ this trend, as it shows

the enormous percentage of children._ This percentage declined

119 Fifteenth Census of the United States, g_p_. cit.,
page 20, and Sixteenth Census of the United States Oop. Git.,
page 52.

120 gixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49- 55.
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during the period 1930-1940, which might indicate that the
trend here is toward a decreased proportion of children in
the population. Other characteristic trends that are noted
are; the increase of young adults, caused by the aging of .
the large children's groups, the decrease of middle aged
people, caused by an out-migration of these people to the in-
dustrial areas during this pre-war period, and an increase
in the aged attributable to the gradual matdring of the popula-
tion.

WHEATLAND

Wheatland had a population of 3,751 in 1930 and 3,286
in 1940121 and is located in the southcentral part of the
state. This county is encompassed by the counties of Judith
Basin, Fergus, Golden Valley, Sweet Grass, and Meagher. (map
T) Harlowtown, with a population of 1,473, is the only city
with a population of more than 1,000. (table IV) The major
industry of this county is agriculture, with 518 persons em-
ployed.l22

The net reproduction rate for this county was 1,262
(table III), and the fertility ratio was 465 in 1930 and 404
in 1940. (table I} These statistics indicate the rural nature

of this county, and show that there was a decline in the

12l Fifteenth Census of the United States, gg. cit.,
page 20, and Sixteenth Census of the United otates op. Cit.,
page 52.

122 gixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49-55.
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fertility ratio during this period, but that the net repro-
duction rate was still sufficiently high to replenish the
population.

Chart 54 evidences that in this county the trend is
toward a decreased percentage of children, an increased per-
centage of young adults, a decrease in middle aged, and an
increase in the aged groups. The significant conclusions
that can be drawn from these trends are that this is an aging
county with a declining birth rate, and a county that is
losing population in the occupational ages due to the out-
migration to other areas.

WIBAUX

This sparsely populated county had a total population
of 2,767 in 1930 and 2,161 in 1940123 and is located on the
eastern border of the state bounded by the following counties:
Fallon, Prairie, Dawson, and Wheatland. (map I) There are no
cities in Wibaux County with populations of more than 1,000
(table IV), and the major industry is agriculture, with 494
persons employad..lz4

‘The birth statistics for this county show that the
county had a fertility ratio of 536 in 1930, which declined
to 469 in 1940. (table I) The net reproduction rate was 1,403.

123 Fifteenth Census of the United States, 0p. Cit.,
page 20, and Sixteenth Census of the United States, QOp. Cit.,
page 953.

124 sixteenth Census of the United States, 1840, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49-50.
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(table III) These statistics show that this is an area witp

a high birth rate that is ample for repopulation purposes,
The population pyramid for Wibaux County (Chart 55)
shows the disproportionate grouping of children and middle
aged. The proportion of children is overly large, due to the
high fertility ratios and net reproduction rate, and the pro-
portion of middle aged is exceptionally small as a result of
the large percentage of children coupled with the tendency
of out-migration of this group. In comparing the figures for
1930 to those for 1940, we find that-there has been a decline
in the children's groups and in the middle age groups, caused
by a falling off of the fertility ratio and the out-migration
of the middle aged. There is also an increase to be noted
in the young adult groups and the aged groups. These are
caused by the normal aging of this county's population, and
also due to the increased longevity of the general population.

YELLOWSTONE

This county is the most heavily populated in the state,
according to unofficial censué réturns of 1950, and had a
total population of 30,785 in 1930 and 41,182 in 1940.185
It is situated in the southcentral part of the state, and is
encompassed by the following counties: Big Horn, Treasure,

Rosebud, Musselshell, Golden Valley, Stillwater, and Carbon.

I25 Fifteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit.,
page 20, and Sixteenth Census of the United States, Op. Cit.,
page 52.
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(map I) It has two cities with populations greater than

1,000; Billings, with 16,380 persons, and Laurel, with 2,558
persons. (table IV)

This populous area has an urban disposition as is in-
dicated by the leading occupations of this county. These
leading occupations are: agriculture, with 2,809 persons
employed, construction, with 966 persons employed, and rail-
roading, with 808 persons employed. In addition to these
there are large numbers of people engaged in professional
services, retail services, and wholesale services.lZ6

The population pyramid for this county (Chart 56) in-
dicates the urban nature of this county, as the general form
of this pyramid is rectangular which indicates an even distri-
bution within the various age groups. The population of this
county is also reasonably static, as the increases and decreases
in the various groups over this period are relatively small.

In comparing the population distribution changes for
this period, 1930-1940, it is noticeable that there are a few
future trends indicated. The main trend to be observed is
that of a declining proportion of children resulting from the
declining fertility ratio of this county, which was 403 in
1930 and 361 in 1940, (table I) and the net reproduction rate
of 988, (table III) Other trends reflect the stable nature of

128 sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, Table 23, pages 49-50.
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this county's population, as there are comparatively small
changes in the distribution of the population during this
period. A final conclusion that may be arrived at, is in
conformity with the general trend of the nation's population,
and that is that there is a trend towards an aging population
indicated, and this trend 1s a reflection of the increased

life exPectanéy of the population.
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TABLE I

FERTILITY AND POTENTIAL FERTILITY RATICS FOR MONTANA
BY COUNTIES, 1930 AND 1940

/—-—-'—__—-_-____‘—_—__—'_—-——'_—-_———————/

193¢ 19l0
' Potential Potential
Ares Fertility Fertility Fertility Pertility
Ratio Ratie Ratic Ratio
gesverhead 349 Y75 351 165
gighorm 603 292 538 274
peine 591 312 593 292
proadwater L57 233 hh3 246
tarbom- 423 207 386 185
Cartezr 600 306 L9k 230
(ascade 337 163 31 156
Chouteaw 456 217 Ak 199
Custer - 37h 176 328 157
Daniels- 566 285 490 261
Dawson:- 500 249 Lo8 208
Deer Lodgze 212 166 332 162
Fallon: 511 286 402 206
Fergus - 452 222 379 183
Nathead 118 206 397 195
GaYlatinm: 391 192 342 163
Garfield 590 28} 497 288

Raeier 618 298 539 281
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g 1930 19k0
Area Fexrtility ?:xt;gﬁ:; Fertility ﬁi;ﬁ
Ratio Ratio Ratio Ratio

solden Valley 559 293 26 232
genite 364 191 381 195
$11 L7k 239 Lo8 206
jeffersem 287 122 393 210
udith Basim y71 234 434 212
sk - 543 263 480 234
lewis & Clark 289 133 338 168
Liberty 511 232 492 246
tincolm vl 215 488 227
ks Cone 511 297 hég 230
jadison k29 209 429 197
leaghor - 365 137 383 167
Uineral 326 18} 448 221
HssouTa 329 159 348 166
Musselshsll 1;25 ‘ 227 317 163
Park 375 143 330 164
Petroleum 840 286 397 211
Pillips 512 251 525 249
Fondera 536 250 469 245
Powder Riwer 62), 308 103 194
owel? 373 200 106 201

Prarie 529 237 381 210
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1930 1940
Area Fertility n?:rt::;i:; Fertility g:ﬁﬁﬁ%,
Ratia Ratio Ratic Ratio
pavelli 438 206 19 210
Richland - 568 275 497 242
Roosevelt. 558 268 512 253
Rosebud S5 29 by7 217
sanders 482 24,0 461 234
Sheridam 548 26l 430 213
Silver Bow 299 143 308 153
St111wartterr 405 253 150 216
Sweet Grass 471 208 461 218
Tetom b7 37 459 235
Toole | 165 229 L2 199
Treasure 655 345 502 212
Valley 540 254 508 259
Wheatiland 465 244 Lok 207
Tibaux 536 278 L69 210
Yellowstons 403 203 361 174

W
Source: Fifteenth Census of the United States: 1930, Population, Volums III, Part II
Sixteenth Census of the United Statesy 21940, Population, Volume II, Fart IV,




Takle II

Population Peresntage Distrﬂutim By Age and Sex,. Montana Counties 1930 and 1940

1940 F Lol Lo8 5,5 3,9 348

Over
County Sex Q=lt 5-9 10=14 15=19 20-2L 25-29 30-3L 35-39 KO-kl L5-h9 50-5k 55-59 60-6h 65-69 70-75 75
wm;@_mumﬁ&wmm L7 .2
Beaverhead 1930 F 3¢5 Fe7 Le0 398 3e3 306 el 3o 3ol 203 2,3 1.9 1% 28 ol
M 3.6 356 323 306 Le9 he9 b8 holi 3.5 he3 kel he2 246
1940 F 33 301 303 302 349 309  3e3 Fol 2.8 2,9 25 2,1 1,6 2,8 B .9
_m._%.ai.n_m__m_m__w 23 308 LB 3.0 30 2,0 2,0 1
Bighorn W 326 3al 209 249 129 1.9 o3 1.3 t 2b o6
2 520 50 50 aé 306 248 3.0 248 2,6 1.6 102 8 47
1940 F 99 lig9 ko9 Dol helh Aol 2,9 2,8 20 23 2.2 Tob 100 10 ok o5
M 5e5 6& Deb g,g be3 325  3el ; 6
Blaine 0O F & ) 209 298 209 249 149 149._.1.1_1;1___.5___;5___.5_
___5.9 5.3 Lie7 Bel Se3 Le2 348 320 207 302 46
1940 F 5.7 Deb he7 LoD Le0 3.8 2,9 242 j.l__g.l__l.____hl__hl__é_.ni
M 7 hoT liel 3ok 246 Leb Leb 348 3.8 4.9__2.3__1%
Broadwater 1930 F lieh 52 505 305 32 208 209 302 342 292 2,2 1.6 146 1.0 10
M _Le0 33 A._L.;mmmmmm.h_ég.gwx,_e__m_m_
1940 F 590 U0 bed L2 Beh 303 207 2ok 20 25 148 1e2 1,0 9 a9
M Lob 505 6e0  Se7_ Leh 343 2u7 328 348 325 Ge5 240 2,0 1,0 Isl o7
Carbon: 1930 F Lok 503 %09 503 306 3a1l 208 302 302 204 2.4 103 1.3 o7 o7 el
M 1e2 hob hoB el a7 1e2 3oB 340 207 .0 3,6 3,1 26 1.8 Jo3 ls2
JOUO F 348 LeO Le5 Be0 309 ek 340  2:7 2,7 2.7 30 2k 1,8 1,7 9 W8
M99 5e8 5.7 Bolt 306  3oh  Le2  he? 342 a2 2,0 2,0 1.0 L0 w3
Carter 1930 r Bel 543 5.g M 209 240 2,0 .9 49 o7 eT s

3e% 342 240 2,9
he? 30 2.9 2.9 Sub hul f—ded—=3
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M Ue2 LB 4eB LeS heli  he2 399 LeS  UeS 303 Fe3  1e9 149 142 1.2 6
Cagcade 21930 F 3¢9 Ueli Sel LeT Ue3 Le2 3e7 6 06 203 203 Tk Tel o8 o8 b
M 3e8 309 he0 Lgh he2 Lok 4eO 3o5 303  3eh 306 340 2
JOUO B 348 396 368 L% 502 NeS 306 o6 FeT  Fel 209 202 1e% 1e2 o9 o9
M y 642 ‘ ' , 6
outeau. 1930 F LoS Ueb Sel lieb Foli 209 249  Fe5 FeB 262 202 Te3  le3 o6 o6 o
M Lo lieh Hol 5oB Bk Le2 Joh 2,8 2,7 3,9 ke?7 3,9 9.0 1 1e2
_JOLO F 38 307 LeO Loll 37 G086 209 243 2eh 303 Fe3 202 Tok 140 1e0 o8
M : 329 Felt  Fe3  Le7 Uo7 Fe6  Fe6 2,0 240 140 140 46
Custer 1930 gawmﬁg_@f 3s7 3el - 320 36 38 20M 20k Yok Yok o7 o7 o5
M O Lot 6o] 58 Lo 308 a.LJ.B 327 3e8  3e3 203 149 12 141
1940 F 996 303 lie0 Le6 LeS kel Fol 342 303 Gel 2e1 108 15 o8 B
W 306 303 3al  Ue9  Le9 392 302 Yol Lol o5 o5 o3
T s o 3 1 X W B VS 2 ‘
505 Hs0 13 6 28 4ol keB 3 , ,
J9U0 F Se3 Le3 Deli D92 Le2 Fe2 248 245 20k 342 206 148 1,0 20 ol
M el G0 5,5 M Lo7 LeO 347 hol hel 3ok 3 6 6
Dawson mg_____s..g_m_s.:s Ueb 309 346 342 3.2 3.2 241 w: fé___:.aﬁ'_
s 33 3.0 gﬁ_-ﬂﬁ.__izh__nl__lﬂ___ﬁ.__é_
19L_A,_A..2_A.E 9 LeB  he2 906 3,2 3.2 3,0 3,0 2,5 202 1ok 1.1 46 o8
M lie2 2 lgb Lk 3.8 kO hoO koD a0 8 6
Deer Lodge _9.3__1'3._4.,04439 Lo UeO 305 249 303 943 205 267 18 0B o8 L8
. 900 " 3l 3.l 2¢2 1 _
19u3&3¢aauuzmezum,mmm 1e0 o8
M 603 5e5 695 5ol Led o8B 2.8 306 346 342 %42 1.8 1,8 o6 6 .5
Fallon 1930 F 509 58 5e7 5e5 3.7 3,1 Poli 8,0 3,0 i
M Lok Sel 642 549 Leb 36 3oL 2,9 19 28 3,6
I940 F L6 502 Fe3 500 Le3 309 he2 2,5 247 205 2,8 2.5 le2 o8 o7 46
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) Ovexr
. ¥ , ) 4 P W A
engus : A
Io.%uxs_wh b ek ka0 a2 2a6 27 S8 L0 9a5 2 L9 T3 TS
M Ul 51 Se5  beb 307 3k Gal 3.9 249 Geb 3.6 2 0
Flathead o F 305 3¢9 342 3.3 3.3._&_;.4__1.__1,__1;___1.___._223
M i a3 lish  laB  heh 39 345 3,3 3s0 Gk 347 3s0 245  Teb 1o Ta3
1940 F g2 3¢9 ok he% hel 3,6 3.k 3e2 2,9 2,0 2,9 2,1 1.7 143 49 a9
M 4¢3 4.6 5:] 5.0 ng 3;6 3 302 202 242 1; ]‘ '2
Gallatin 0O F 2 U M Folt el 3l 3;5 3.5 240 2.6
. M ‘L.zmmma.eha.izﬁakaé_.s N
1940 °F . O PN N A YN Y S W RO Tl
JM G763 58 53 A 29 S0 M9 B 7 %7 L 19 L Ll b
Garfield F . O o ob o3
Y T e T T
7 W Y S 2 Y YW YO R WA P
M 6.0 5.8 5,6 L7 BeO 346 La2 1e2 3.2 942 2,0 240 1,0 1,0 47
Glaciexr 0 F 5,66 » o6 46 o5
M Ge3 501 Lok o2 5e0 Ly LeS  He2 3B 942 303 Bak  1s8 10 a5 o7
T940 F 6yl hoB he? he2  3e7 heS 3e7 2,9 2.7 21 1e8 1sh LB o7 1 o5
.M_A.L.A_M_M__w 2,2 2,8 Uk hoh 3a7  3a7 21 2,0 1.8 1,8 49
Goldem: Iallex 1930 T Seli 5e7 640 359 30 28 2.3 302 322 253 203 Yo% 1.5 o7 oL .36
M 305 ho0 5,1 5e8  5eB ko7 242 149 242 3,2 5,2 3,7 3,1 2.3 1.5 1.
1940 F 11aD 345 lieb  §e2 3,7 2.8 1.6 2.3 2,2 248 249 2aB 148 1e3 4B 1s3
M 33& o2 leb Lol 349 Leb 37 A.6 Lgé L0 lig0 30 3,0 250 - 240 1,1
Granite 1930 F 347 Le5 g,é Lol 305 2ol 340 3,0 300 240 2,0 16 1,6 46 46 o5
M 8 Jie3 lie2 302 204 108 103 1.7
1940 Lol 29 3,_.2 l.h_, Lhe3 3& 35 2 2 6
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Owver

LLJ_S.L%_LG befS  LeO 346 el be7 Le7 342 a2 18 18 o9 49 o5
. ,' 7 ol 3el  3e5 3¢5 2ol 2ol 1.1 el g 5 L

306 249 2e7  Seh  Bel 30l 201 a2 140 4B
33 249 2:7___2:@._3.-9__2&__1& l1e3 o6 i

Jefferson

: 7 3e] 325 345 329 329 205 2¢5 21 21 1.5
F Delk 3 Je2 207 2oB 28 293 203 o6 146 o8 W8 o5
M 399 37 LoD LeT Neb 940 LeB8 38 30 323 32T 00 205 el Ioh 107

1940 “F gk 3.5 3,8 he0 Le3 | 1.0

Judith Basin

MLt el b2 S0 T b ST bt el Wl S Zeb Zeb L2 L uL
1920 F hef B 5] Ll 23 20 2ol el 2l el 2ol LZ L a1 a3

M Lol Ue? Db Loh Lo7 Lal kel 3.8 2,9 3,1 R v
S W P

3

M 523505 €01 Gl 30T 2B 206 9.7 a7 Fol Gel 2,7 247 1o3 1o &9
199 750 5e] Seh Ba2 903 207 2eb 240 2o 208 201 1u6 lab D S T
U 50het 5a2 901 U2 98 a2 90 26 Sl %3 29 23 L7 1u3 Ial
1940 “F 1B 500 562 1o 306 Gk 249 340 265 2.8 206 240 1a5 1.1 a7 4B

M a6 ha2 Le A..sﬁa.e a6 366 lie5  LeS Fa5 3¢5 2ok 2eh 1.9 149 I1a3
1930 F 3ol el Leb Le? 397  3e5 _ 3e7  3a7 26 246 1e6  leb  1o3  1e3 4B
M 1.1 3.5 3.5 3.7 DO 1e3 Lo 3.8 3,3 U0 3,5 2,8 2, 1.6 143 146
190 “F Lol 302 el el Ligf heB Ul 345 209 3.9 207 240 1a7 1a3  Tel  lal

; LeT7 UeT 307 37 240 240 120 140  of

1930 F 500 600 58 14e0 Fo0 240 240 340 300 240 240 140 140 45 o5 o3
M LoD Lol heB Seli  9a3 BeT 309 3l 2e3 2e8 LB 3.5 243 148 1.1 1.1
1940 F LeB NoO LoO Lo 349 a2 248 244 243 249 205 1.8 loh 99 46 47

Lincolm

o

wiﬂﬁgﬁ L Fali Led Le3 LeO LeO 2,8 2,8 Tk Tuh 49
M 5ed bl b9 hed I e 13 95 20 28 L5 T 1.5
1040 F Leb o2 hol Lol o0 06 3ah 3.0 203 2.3 203 1.9 o6 1a2 4,9 g6

3
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, M_6¢3 645 6 60 540 342  3e2 15 1% 8 B8 o5
MeCone 1930 F 599 bolt 6e3  Hol Ge3 209 27 3eh 3
M 25 929 509 920 3.5 3.5 2.5 906 560 345 2ol 1a3 o7 o8
ISMMMMW;_LO 1s0 o2 b
M Le2 5,5.1 L9 L o9 LL:6 3,§ 327 ko3 lis3 349 329 2.7 g,z 1,6 ].6 sl
Madisom 1930 F LoD lioh Ul '7uﬁi’3ﬁa§W o8 o8 o7
M Leh hel Le8 Uo7 ..i_.zd; 1 '
) ; 4 L ;% 220  l.h 1.2
W_A&__tﬁ__u Del  Seli he9 1eO  3e3 323 148 148 47
Meagher Mﬁmma.%mz.@gé_ézﬂmmm 29 49 #b
M Le0 903 o7 UeT Leb lie2 596  Uel 3eG  heb LB g3 3.3_2.2__1...2.__m.
1940 F el 300 207 342 o8 Fe3  Felh 203 24l 248 20k 19 146 1.6 o8 1.2
W,Ms@umwmu LeO 240 2,0 o8
Mineral 1930 F 3.5 346 Lo0 247 2,9 2,6 3.5 305  2eh 20l 1a9 o5 5 ol
_u__u_:ui_m el 38 Loh Uyl 1e0 323 3,8 heh 348 3.l 207  2eli 245
2940 F heO 303 el 303 2,9 348 249 2,9 2 ,
' 2
Missoula 6 13 2 17 17 o9 85
_ IR T YR A Y R YOS B N W i VA
mum__wm Le2 1e9 4o o7 3a3 2e8 340 2.8 2,1 1.7 1.3 L8 B
M Nie2 Seb 6e5  Gel 3.6 '
Musselshell I930 F 4,2 5@ 5,2 5',3 345 297
1040 F E.LLJL_AJ Sell  leb
M 0 6
Perk 1930 F 3¢9 Uie8 1ie8 3¢9  3eli
M_368 349 L0 !L:.é_ﬁﬁ

1940 TF
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M_5+9 692 6 Re%  Ue9 Feli 208 396 346 343 303  1o7 1le7 8 25
Richland 1930 F 5 9 606 990 397 209 257 el Fel 240 2,0 29 29 ;L a6 ol
%ﬁ D02 53 LoD 38 207 203 2,7 293 392 19 lal 9 o7
1940 F O 1 050 LeB 3 29 25 o7
.!..é.:Q.%&._égﬁ__i.&._A.& 309 a5 Lol kel 301 3al 1e6 1.6 o8 o8 o6
.~ Roosewelt 1930 F . Lho? 309 343 207 a0 30 2,0 2,0 1,0 1,0 o5 PLI.
M_ 906 592 L4e9 B¢l 53  ie0 2elt 3 2 13 29 9
1940 F 55 heB 500 5% 3.6 o7 26 o7
M 6 ' LoS  3e3  Je3 240 2,0 142 1,2 .8
Rosebud 1930 F 5%%2 el Lg2 i.g z..__.z.é__a.g_.a.p__z.s__&BL 13 1e3 o7 o7 a6
M LeB L7 BeQ 900 heb 3ab 206 395 307 340 202 144 142  Ya1
10L0 F LoD Le2 592  Uhe9 kel 3.3 302 2.7 226 2,8 6 1a5 el o7 8
M L2 ) I be2 3.6 36 397 37 Le3 2
Sanders 1930 F U2 Uo7 309 a6 300 25 229 2.8 248 246 g._@ o7 99 29 b
M  Le2 Leb 9 Le2 329 3eb ;5___2».8..__&___3.-4!__2.;5 1e9 15 146
JOLO ¥ Lot lio2 LeB Le3 302 o7 3ol 2.9 2
.u;__s_,s_%i_%,o.mmw 27 UeO L0 %5 %S 146 146 46 46 5
Sheridan. 1930 F 9e9 Ogl 693 92 a5 209 2e7 393 323 240 2,0 o9 09 Gh ok b
M Lol Le9 Seli 598 95  3eT 02 249 2ok 2,7 4e3 L0 241 107 o7 W8
1940 F Lol Led 540 D04 Lel 37  2aT _ 245 : 8 29 o9
._._3.:7 368 Lol 0 0 1,0 1,0 o
Silver Bow 1930 i&lﬂ h;LL___A,_ 309 326 3.8 3.8 2,8 2,8 1.6 1.6 o7 o7 ol
M 346303 35 346 L2 Leb  hyS Ne2 U0 ho]  hel 340 2,2 Tgh 29 o7
1940 F 3.6 3¢3 3¢l 3,6 beb Lok 1heO 346 343 3e3 3ol 244 1,9 1.5 #9488
M 590 5¢7 56 5e2 Lol 3ol 249 Felt 3.6 346 2o 244 1e2 o7
Stillwater 1930 F B0 Beli 642 2 2
2,8 3.5
1940 1' Le3 Loli 1e9 g.' L2 3.h 2.9 2.6 200 249 2o7 247 1,9 le3 o9 49
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M 5e3 540 L4eT7 52 lLieh 0 ' 102 1e2 o7
Sweet Graass 1930 B A% LeS He2 Lelt 305 28 247 33 3 o8 o8 ,g_
_LA:_M._M_M.__M—_L&:—M o8 302 306 Feb  Geh 246 1,7 145 la
3940 F Lol Le3 306 Foli 308 306 3.1 207 2oL Fel 246 2,2 105 142 o1 o8
M Le2 5,8 60 D93 ligbh 348 32 ' 6 6
Te ton: o F 6 2 2:7 36 3 2 2 2
M 4o ,g.z LeD B5e5  Selt Ls 327 323 30 36 Lol 2,9 2,2 1,2 s7 121
1940 F  Le8 LoO Le7 Leli Lol o6 342 206 2,4 3, 2,3 1.8 1.2 8 26 o7
M Dol Uo7 LeB 37 jﬂ Lel LL.A Dal Dol L0 Lg0 2,1 2o1 1,0 1,0 o3
Toole 1930 F : 38 303 3e3 201l 2] 1e2 1a2 o5 o5 a3
M LoD 4e3 Uolt 4O 50 l;._J,_é 3.6 342 32 Le0 3 2.k 1.5 28 29
1040 F Lo5 lie3 UeO he2 Leb el 349 29 25 2ok 26 149 1.0 o8 oh .5
M é 2 Lol LB 305 33 3e5 a5 362 3e2 2e1 201 1.1 1] ok
Treasure 1930 F 8 ) [ 3 3 1.7 1.7 12 1s2 o7 Y 22
M 57 57 57 4e7 he3 he3 306 303 2,9 2,6 3¢5 3.3 2 1.8 1.k o8
1940 F ' 329 206 349 109 1.9 323 25 1.7 1
M 6.9 6 6. 3¢9 3¢5 _.9 4.8 Le8 302 392 166 1.6 49 9 W5
Valley 1930 F 5e2 641 6 7 35 Feli 246 21 2,1 29 29 25 25 23
M 5e5 lie8 U4e8 Lo7 LheH LeB A.:O 3.4_3..0 3elt  3eT 206 107 142 o5 o7
I9LO F 0e8 LB 4e8 LoD LB 201 1.6 1.0 .6 of ok
Wheatland 1930 F 541 542 5eb M 3.1 2ol 323 3% 3.5 2.3 g.g 1e2 ].g 26 26 23
M 3L3’8 ko0 ' 8 0
1940 Le2 3els 942 g_,_é 329 37 293 2.9 2.§ 2.8 3.5 202 1e7 1ol o7 o5
M 5.3 5,6 b7 642 249 3¢5 323  3e3 109 1.9 29 49 27
Wibaux 1930 F 597 6,1 5,9 Dol 306 2,8 256 6,1 Leb 18 2.3 29 29 Pyi o7 22
M Geb Lo 3.9 el 2e6 206  3al  3e3 a8 2.4 1o7 1s2 142

1940 Lol Aé 5.&._&:5.__3.& 229

228 246

292 26 340 205 1.3 1.1 25 142
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| © 3 beT Beh 8.3 B bel  %eb  3eb 327 347 Fa2_ 342 1e9 1e8 1.0 1.0 o6
Yollpwstone 1930 F LeB 943 S0)  5e0  hef 28 Gl 345 35 225 2.5 o leb o7 27 25
’ M Uo7 Uel 4eY hel 5eT7 keb ka3 G470 3.8 3,0 246 1.8 1,3 +8 o3
1940 F
Sources Fifteenth Census of the United States: 193¢, Populstiaon, Volume XXX, ¥art 1I; Sixpeeuth Census of ihs

United Stetes: J94D, Population, Volume II, Part IV,
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TABLE III

Montema Net: Reproductionm Rates For The White Populationm 146
By Countiess April, 1939, teo April, 1940

gounty White Females,dgze 15 to 49 Net Reproduction Rate
Montana 135,910 1,098
Beawerhead 1,60} 925
Big Horm 2,008 1,548
‘Broadwatier 778 “1463
Caribom - 2,783 1,163
Certex Ty 1,429
Cascade 11,542 L Yal
Chouteeaw 1,610 1,162
Custex: 2’678 903
Dantels 1,071 1,667
Dawsom 2,148 1,274
Deex Lodgs: 34584 886
Falloni 877 1,322
Fexrgus 3,318 1,088
Flathead Se9Lh 1,166
callatin. 4,815 965
Garfield 573 1,72
Glacier 1443 1,150
Goldem Valley 334 1,562
Granite 820 1,126
Hill 3,128 1,172
Jeffersom 1,104 1,181
Judith: Basin 815 1,279
lake 2,741 1,353
Lewis and Clavk 6,041 917
Libexty 495 1,564
Lincolm 1,781 1,333
MeCons: 851 1,532
Madisom 1,582 1,169
Meaghexr 476 943
Mineral 4y2 1,235
Missoula 7588 917
Musselshell 1,433 997
Park 2,951 976
Patroleum 231 1,350

‘Pd1Tips 1,671 1,400
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Penderm - 1,917 1,35

Powder: Riverr 706. 1:223
Powel 1,310 18]
Pravie. 570 1,308
Ravalli 34053 1,281
Richland 2429 1,454
Roocsevelt 1,861 1,412
Rosetud 1,269 1,136
Sanders 1,428 1347
Sheridam 1,806 1,322
S8ilver Baw 14,215 826
Stillwater: 1,311 1,338
Sweet Grass 822 1,263
Teton 1 ’618 1,417
Toals. 1,683 1,116
Preasure 342 1,356
Wheatland 748 1,262
Wibaux 476 1,403
Yellowstone: 11,379 988

Taken From.Current Population Reports, Population Characteriaties, Bureau of the
Census, Roy Ve Peel, Direetor, March 24, 1950, Washington D. Ce.



TABLE IV

‘ MONTANA CITIES
ARRANGED IN CRDER OF SIZE, ACCORDING TO THE CENSUS OF 1930

148

O ———————————

Rahilc Namse. County Population
b Butte Silver Bow 394352
2 Great Falls CaScade 28,882
3 Billings Yellcwstone 16,380
4 Missoula Missoula 144657
5 Angconda Deer lodge IZ,494
6 Helena lewis & Clark 11,803
T Miles City Custer TeX75
8 Bozeman Gallatin 6,855

K Livingstom Park 64391
10 Havre HE1Y 64372
11 Kalispell Flathead 6.09)
12 Lewistomn Fergus 5358
I3 Glendive. Dawson: i 4629
4 Deer Lodge Powell 3,510
15 Red Lodge Carbon 3,026
16 Whitefish Flathead - 2,803
17 Roundup MusSelshell 2,577
18 LauFel Yellowstone 2,558
19 DiilTom BeaVerhead 2,452
20 Glasgow Valley 2,216
21 Sidney Richland 2,210
22 Walkerville Silver Bow 2,052
23 Shelby Toale 2,001
2l Hamilton: Ravalli 1,839
25 Libhy Lincoln 1,752
26 Forsyth Rosebud’ 1,591
27 Wolf Point Roosevelt 1,539
28 Conrad Pondera 1,499
29 Harlowtom Wheatland 1,473
30 Polson lake™ 1,455
531 Malta PRillips 1,342
32 Chinoolk: Blaine 1,320
33 Phillipsburg Granite 1,300
34 Scobey ' Daniels 1,259
35 Plentywood Sheridan: 1,226
36 Big Timber Sweéat Grass T,220
37 Baker Fallon 1,212
38 Browning Glacier 1,172
39 Hardin Big Horn 1,169
Lo Fort Bentom: Chouteau 1,109
4 Poplar Roosevelt 1,049
42 East Helena Lewis & Clark 1,039

e—

—————

Source: Abho:t_t-, N. Ce Montana iig_ the Mak:i-gg. Gazettg-frinting Ccmp-aT:;.
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CHAPTER TIII
SUBREGIONS OF MONTANA 1930-1940

The sparsity of population in most of Montana's counties
combined with the absence of adequate informative research
material has resulted in making concrete conclusions about
the characteristics of Kontana's population subject, in a
great degree, to an excessive element of chance variation.
Thus, adequate conclusions based on the county demographic
unit, are difficult to attain. The reasons for this inad-
equacey are well explained by Dr. W. G. Browder.

Population data for a state as a whole, while
excellent for the purposes of broad generalization,
do not lend themselves to interpretation in terms
of social and economic phenomena and compositional
elements. Data presented by counties, on . .the other
hand, often lose much of their significance by the
very fact of the smallness of the unit involved.
Moreover, political boundaries rarely coincide with
the 1limits of cultural, social, and economic in-
fluences. With the emergence of the concept of
regionalism and the consequent emphasis which has
been placed on the concept as a tool for social
research, the student of population has within re-
cent years been enabled to attack the problem of
the delineation of basic units of research from a
more realistic point of view than hitherto had been
possible. The use of the subregion as a geographi-
cal basis of research has received considerable
impetus with the publication of special works de-
voted to the application of the concept.lz7

For these mentioned reasons and in order to form more

complete and adequate conclusions, and to supplement the

187 Browder, W. G., The Population of Texas, 1900-1930;
A Preliminary Study, page 17, unpublished Thesis, University
of North Carolina, 1941.
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county data of the previous chapter, this study of population
characteristics has been enlarged to include a stu&y of sub-
regional areas within the state of lontana, These subregional
areas are formed from groupings of counties that are con-
sidered to be similar and homogeneous accqrding to 2 variety
of socio-economic indices.

These areal divisions conform with the political
boundaries of the county lines, and for this reason the in-
dicated grouping of completely homogenous areas does not exist,
as socio~-economic factors transgress mere political boundaries.
However, a more accurate grouping is impossible, as these
indices are prepared from data that is computed on a county
basis, and for the purpose of this statistical study these
areal divisions will be considered as being homogenous.

Montana, for the purrose of this study, has been divided
into three subregions. (see map II) These divisional lines
may be said to run north and south along the Rocky Mountains,
and along the western edge of the Central Fluins Area of the
United‘states. Roughly speaking, this division has resulted
in having all the counties west of the Rocky Mountaihs in
Subregion I, all the counties east of the Rocky ountains,
but west of the Central Plains Area, in Subregion IT, and all
of the counties of the state in the Central Tlains Area in
Subregion ITI. This delimitation is based upon a subregional

classification of the state of lfontana computed by the Bureau

of the Census, and based upon the Sixteenth Census of the

United States.,
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The delimitation of the nonmetropolitan sub-
regions was done by Dr. O. E. Baker, and was based
upon a consideration of the physical features of
each county, and upon the degree of homogeneity
shown by a number of social and economic indexes.

The physical features included climate, topography,
soil, and vegetation. The social and economic in-
dexes included a plane of living index; the ratio

of children under five to women twenty to forty-four;
the percentage of rural-farm population, of rural-
nonfarm population, of Negro population, of farm
tenants, and of relief population; the median farm
income; the per-worker agricultural income; the
average value of farm dwellings, of farm land per
acre, and of products used by the operator's families;
as well as other indexes. 1In addition, preliminary .
combinations of counties into subregions were sub-
mitted to local agencies and authorities for sugges-
tion and modifications were made in the light of
suggestions received. We feel, therefore, that the
subregions do represent comparatively homogeneous
areas with respect to physical and cultural factors.128

SUBREGION I

This subregion is the western-most subregion, and it
includes the following counties: Lincoln, Flathead, Sanders,
Lake, Mineral, Missoula, Powell, Lewis and Clark, Granite,
Ravalli, Meagher, Broadwater, Deer Lodge, Silver Bow, Jeffer-
son, Gallatin, Park, Madison, and Beaverhead. (map II)

This is the most populous of the subregions, as it con-
tained just slightly less than forty-five per cent of the
state's population in 1940, slightly less than forty-two per
cent of the state's population in 1950129, and, according to

128 Bureau of Census Pamphlet, Description of the Sub-
regional Delimitation for the Study of Migration, page 1l.

129 Computation based on Sixteenth Census of the United
States, 1940, Population; table 16.
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computations based upon unofficial census returns, forty-five
per cent of the 1950 population.

Preliminary census returns show that this subregion
had a population of 263,719 persons in 1950, as compared with
population of 249,662 in 1940, and 225,112 in 193%0.130

One of the main reasons for the large percentage of
people located in this area is the fact that sixteen of the
forty-two cities of the state with populations greater than
1,000 (table IV) are located in this subregion.

Map I shows the populous nature of the counties in this
subregion as it evidences that the nineteen counties are grouped
as follows: one county of 50-53 thousand persons, one county
of 25-29 thousand persons, two counties of 20-24 thousand per-
sons, one county of 15-19 thousand persons, four counties of
10-14 thousand persons, five counties of 5-9 thousand persons,
and five counties of 1-4 thousand persons.

The average fertility ratio for this subregion was
358 in 1930 and 364 in 1940.131 This increase in the fertility
ratio over the ten year period, 1930-1940, indicates that the
tendency in this subregion is toward an increased birth rsate.
The average net reproduction rate for subregion I was 1,116132,

and this indicates that the birth rate for this subregion is

150 Ibid, table 16.
131 computation based on table I.

132 gomputation based on table III.



154
above that figure needed for mere replacement of the subregions
population.

The characteristic trends of population of this sub-
region can be noted on Chart 57. This population pyramid
shows a slight decrease in children during this ten year period,
but it also indicates that the proportion of children, as com-
paréd to the distribution of the other age groups, is below
that of a normal populati&n pyramid. This is significant in
that it depicts the trend toward maturity that is developing
in this area. An increasing proportion of the middle aged
and aged is general throughout the United Statesld3  and this
subregionhis in conformity with the general trend.

The increased fertility ratio of 1940 over 1930 is
attested to by this pyramid, as it shows the slight increase
in the percentage of children under five. The increased pro-
portion of persons aged 20-34 is a reflection of the larger
age groups of children in 1930 who remained within the subregion
and matured., This same reason, maturing of certain age groups,
can be used to explain the decrease in the age groups 355-44,
The age grbup 40-44 shows the greatest variation during this
period, as the distribution of males decreased from 4.4 per
cent of the total population to 3.4 per cent, (table V) but

this is not a unique or unusually great change and may be

199 Thompson, W. S., Population Problems, pages 287~
288. .
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TABLE V

PERCENTAGE OF THE TOTAL POFULATION MALE AND FEMALE,
BY SPECIFIED AGE GROUPS, 1930 AND 1940

Sulbiregion I

Pergéntagg of Total Population

1930 1940
Age Groups _Male Femmle Male Female
Under 5 L0 3.8 4l 4.0
5=9 Le5 4e3 3.7 346
10-14 Le7 Le7 Le0 3¢9
15-19 Leb L he3 hel
20-24 Lel 3.8 Leb Le3
25=29 349 3¢5 L5 4ol
30-34 347 342 4ol 346
35-39 hey 3 349 3.2
Lo=Lk Loy 3ok 3 249
45-49 37 2.6 346 340
50-54 37 246 37 2.8
55=59 2.4 1.6 3.0 2.1
60-6l 24 1.6 2.3 1.7
65-69 T 9 1.7 1.4
70-7h Tek 9 1.2 9
75 and Over 9 5 1.2 o9

“Souree: Fifteenth Census ofthe United Statesst 1930, Population,
Volume: IIX, Part II; Sixteenth Census of the United States: 1940,

Population, Volume II, Part IV.
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attributed to the common factor of the aging of this group

during this ten year period.

A glance at the chart shows that the general trend in
the older age groups is in conformity with those cited in the
middle aged brackets, as the trend in these groups is also
towards an increased percentage of the total. It may be as-
sumed that the maturing of the population is again the reason
for this increase,.

SUBREGION IT

Subregion ITI is centrally located in the state, and
contains the following counties: Glacier, Toole, Liberty,
Hill, Pondera, Chouteau, Teton, Cascade, Judith Basin, Fergus,
Wheatland, Golden Valley, Sweet Grass, 3tillwater, Yellowstone,
Carbon, and Big Horn. (map II) This subregion ranks second in
population, as it had thirty-six percent of the states popula-
tion in 1950, according to unofficial preliminary census
returns, 34.1 per cent of the state's population in 1940, and
33.6 per cent of the state's population in 1930.1394 The total
population for this subregion was 180,539 in 1930, 189,736 in
1940155, and 212,098, according to preliminary census returns,
for 1950. This group of counties also ranked second in number
of cities over 1,000 with thirteen of forty-two cities being

located in this subregion. (table IV)

194 computation based on Sixteenth Census of the United
States, 1940, Population; table 1l6.

135 1bid, table 186.
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The percentage distribution of the population by
]

counties, for this subregion can be noted from map IT which
shows that there are two counties with population concentra-
tions of between forty-one and forty-two thousand persons,
four counties with populaetion concentrations of between ten
and fourteen thousand persons, six counties with population
concentrations of between five and nine thousand persons, and
five counties with population concentrations of between one
and four thousand persons.

The average fertility ratio for this subregion was 433
in 1930 and 390 in 1940.1%6 This decrease of the fertility
ratio indicates that the characteristic trend of this county
is toward a decreased birth rate. The average net reproduc-
tion rate for this subregion was 1,253.137 This figure is
well over the rate of 1,000, which is required for the re-
plenishing of an area's population by births, and this indicates
that the net reproduction rate for subregion II is, therefore,
high enough to more than reproduce this subreglons population.

The population pyramid for‘Subregion II,‘Chart 58, de-
picts the charascteristic trends of the population in this
subregion for the ten year period, 1930 to 1940. It indicates
that this population group conforms, in general, very closely

to that of a standard population group, as there is a large

156 Gomputation based on table I.

137 Computation based on table IIT.
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percentage of children that gradually tapers down through
the older age group brackets until it reaches the smallest
group, those of seventy-five and over.

The decline in the average fertility ratio in the
period 1930, as compared to 1940, is shown on this pyramid by
the decreased percentage of children for this period. There
is also a decline to be noted in the age groups 35-45, which
may be attributed to the general mobility of this age group
during this period as many persons were migrating to heavy
industry during this pre-war period. This decline is heaviest
in the male portion of the population, as the age group 35-39
decreased from 4.2 per cent of the population in 1930 to 3.4
per cent of the population in 1940, and the age group 40-44
decreased from 4.2 per cent in 193C to 3.1 per cent in 1940,
(table VI)

The increased proportion of young adults in the ropula-
tion of this subregion can be attributed to the normal aging
of the large éhildren's groups during this ten year periodqd,
and the increase in the older groups may likewise be attributed
to the normal aging of the older middle aged grouns during
this same period.

The over-all trend that is evident from this chart is
the trend of mobility in all age groups. The only age group
that 1is static and remains constant for the period 193C and

1940 is that of the 70-74 age group. This general mobility



TABLE

VI

PERCENTAGE OF THE TOTAL POPULATION MALE AND FEMALE,

BY SPECIFIED AGE GROUPS, 1930 AND 1940

Subregion II

Pexrcentage of Total Population

161

1930 1940
—Age Groups MaJe Female  DMale Female
Under 5 4B Le7 Le5 Lelt
5-9 563 561 Le3 4.0
10-14 Seli 53 Lol he3
15-19 L8 Le7 Le7 Leb
20-2} La2 3¢9 he7 Leb
25-29 3e7 345 Lol bel
30-34 35 3e2 3¢9 34
35-39 4.2 3k 34 3.1
Lo=l; L.2 3eb 3.1 2.7
45-49 3 243 3.2 2.8
50=54 34 2.3 346 2.7
55=29 2.0 1.3 340 240
60-6) 240 1.3 2.2 1.5
65-69 1.0 o7 1.5 l.1
T0=74 1.0 o7 1.0 o7
75 and Over 1.1 ok 1.0 o7

Sourcet Fifteenth Census of the United States: 1930, Population,
Volume III, Part II; Sixteenth @snsus of the United States: 1940,

Population, Volume II, Part IV.
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of the population 1s indicative of the frontier economy of
this state, which seems to attract people of a migratory
nature. This mobility may be further evidenced by a study
of all of the counties included in this subregion which will
show this same general trend to be common to all of +“hem.

SUBREGION ITI

This is the eastern-most of the subregions, eand it
includes the following counties:  Blaine, Phillips, Valley,
Daniels, 3heridan, Rooseveit, Richland, McCone, Dawson, Gar-
fleld, Petroleum, Wibaux, Prairie, Musselshell, Treasure,
Rosebud, Custer, Fallon, Powder River, and Carter. (map ITI)
This is the most sparsely populated of the subregions, contain-
ing 23.2 per cent of the state's population in 1940 and 24.5
per cent in 1930138, and 19 per cent, according to preliminary
census returns, for 1950. The total population for this area
was 120,015 in 1940, and 131,903 in 1930139, as compared with
the preliminary census returns of 112,167 for 1950. The
sparsity of this subreglon is not reflected in the nuaber of
cities it contains with populations greater than 1,000, as
it has thirteen of the forty-two cities with such populations.
However, most of these cities are just slightly greater than
1,000, and Miles City is the only city in this subregion to

boast a population of 5,000 or more. (table IV)

138 computation based on 3ixteenth Census of the United
States, 1940, Population, table 16.

139 1bid, table 16.
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Map II shows the sparsity of the population of this
subregion. The twenty counties of this subregion are grouped
as follows: one county of 15-19 thousand persons, two counties
of 10-14 thousand persons, seven counties of 5-9 thousand
persons, and ten counties of 1-4 thousand persons. (map II)

The average fertility ratio for this subregion was
534 in 1930 and 460 in 1940.140 ©This decrease in the fertility
ratio over the ten year period! 1930 to 1940, indicates that
the tendency in this subregion is toward a decreased birth
rate. The average net reproduction rate for subregion III
was 1,35714Ll, and this indicates that the birth rate for this
subregion is ébove that figure needed for mere replacement
of this subregion's population. In addition it should be
noted that the fertility ratio and the net reproduction rate
of this éubregion are the highest of the three subregions.

Tﬁe characteristic trends of the population of this
subregion ééh be noted on Chart 59. This population pyramid
shows the rural nature of thié area with its large proportion
of children, small proportion bf young adults, and increased
proportion of:aged. The high fertility ratio and net repro-
duction rate is attributable to the large proportion of chil-
dren, but it is evident, after looking at the chart, that

during this period, 1930-1940, there has been a marked decrease

140 Computation based on table I.
141 Gomputation based on table III.
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This decline isgs indicative
of the present tendency in this subregion toward a lower net

in the percentage of the children.

reprcduction rate and lower fertility ratio.

This chart also depicts the out-migration of the young
adults in this subregion. This class generally cannot find
work on the farm, or are attracted by the lure of the more
populated areas with heavy industry. The increase in this
age group that can be noted during the ten year period under
consideration is due to the normal aging of the large children's
groups over this period.

The exceptionally large decrease in the male age groups
40-44, (from 4.4 per cent of the total population in 1930 to
2.7 per cent of the total population in 1940), and 35-39 (from
4.4 per cent of the total population in 1930 tb 3.0 per cent
of the total population in 1940)142 is due mainly to the normal
aging of the smaller young adult age groups during this period.
However, this decrease is also indicative of the general trend
in this age group throughout the state to migrate out of the
state during this pre-war period.

The incréase in the_older age groups depicts the uni-
versal trend in the state toward a maturing population. The
general conclusion that/may be drawn from these increases and

decreases in population is that this subregion is increasing

142 5ee table VII for more complete listing of percen-
tages population in specified age groups.



TABLE VII

PERCENTAGE OF THE TOTAL POPULATION MALE AND FEMALE,
BY SPECIFIED AGE GROUPS, 1930 AND 1940

Subregion III

166

v

zgrce;_'_aggg of Total Population

1930

——Aze Groups Male Female
Under 5 55 Seh
5-9 5¢9 567
10-14 €2 5.7
15-19 540 L6
202} be3 3.6
25-29 3ol 3.0
30-34 342 2,8
35=39 helt 32
4Ok hob 302
L5-49 ek 2.1
50-54 3el 2.1
55=59 1.7 1.0
60-64 147 1.0
65-69 <9 o5
70-7h 9 o5
75 and Ower 5 ol

1940
_Male Temle
L9 4.8
Leb 4e5
560 LB
53 L8
L.9 Le3
L1 36
3.6 3.1
3.0 2.6
2.7 244
363 2.7
349 2.6
342 149
2.2 1.3
15 9
o9 b
o9 b

Sourcet Fifteenth Census of the United States:
Voluma III, Part II; Sixteenth Census of the United States:

Population, Volume II, Fart IV,

1930, Pocpulation,

1940,
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its median age through out-migratvion of the young adult
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decreasing fertility ratios, dec s
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. . g birth rates, decreas-
ing net reproduction rates, and through increased 1
ongevitgy

of the general population.



CHAPTER IV

SIGNIFICANT TRENDS AND CHANGES IN THE STATEZ OF MONTANA
1930 to 1940

The study of population and population trends with
their varying characteristics of age-sex distribution, birth
rates, fertility ratios, and reproduction rates have an im-
portant contribution to make to the analysis of economic and
social conditions of any state, area, or region. This study
of Montana's population characteristics clearly depicts sig-
nificant treﬁds and changes within the state.

Perhaps the most notable characteristic evidenced is
that of the high mobility of this state's population. This
mobility is not limited to any one region, subregion, or
county, but is found in all population groups in Montana.

Montana has a highly mobile population. During
the twenties at least sixty-one thousand people left
the state, but after due allowance for natural in-
crease (excess of births over deaths), the State had
a net loss of only 11,283 people or 2.1 per cent.
During the thirties there was a net gain of 21,850
people, or an increase of 4.1 per cent, which was
equal to but about half the natural increase of
births over deaths, indicating that a movement of
some twenty-th thousand people out of the state
had occurred.l43 .

The various population pyramids that have been studied
so far clearly indicate this mobility. It is characteristic

of the more rural counties and subregions to have large out-

143-Renne, R. R. and Plambeck, H. H., Montana Population
Changes and Prospects, Mimeo. Cir. 37, Montana State College,
Bozeman, lMontana, 1942.
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migrations and it is more characteristic of the more urban
counties and subregions to have large in-migrations.

The charts portray the fact that all age groups tend
to migrate, and this period studied, 1930-1940, shows mobil-
ity within the various counties and groups as few have remained
static in the period observed. As a conclusion it may be
stated that Montana is a transitional state, that is to say, .
a state which has an ever changing and shifting population.

A population that is shifting within the various counties
and cities of the state, and migrating into and out of the
state from other states.

One of the unique trends that has been ascertained
from the various studies of the Montana population is that of
the difference in the sex distribution within the state. There
is a proportionately higher ratio of males to females. This
is characteristic of most of the counties and subregions as
well as characteristic of the state as a whole. A second,
but not unique, trend is indicated 1h the age distribution of
the state. This is the trend of the population of the state
to become gradually more mature. This maturing is caused by
the increased fatio of older people to younger people, and
by decrease in the percentage of children.

The rural-urban shift of the population of the state
is another trend that is indicated. This shift has been from
the rural centers to the urban, and this migratory character-

istic is becoming increasingly greater in the progress of time.



170

Montana's population is becoming in :
urban. In 1940 more than a third, %7,3°£Z:ségﬁiy
of the total population lived in cities or towns’
of 2,500 or more. This is a higher proportion
than in any previous year. During the thirties
Montana's farm population declined almost a seventh
(13.8 per cent), while the urban population in-
creased more than a sixth (16.8 per cent), and the
rural non-farm population (villages and towns of
less than 2,500 and non-farmers in open country)
increased more than an eighth (12.9 per cent). In
spite of these significant increases in proportion
living in cities and towns, Montana's population
is still more rural than that for the nation as a
whole. In 1940 more than half (56.5 per cent) of
the United States populatiin was urban compared with
37.8 per cent for Montana,l44

A further trend is the intra-state migrat&ry nature of
the population which has caused a shift in the population
groupings of the various counties. This intra-state migrétion
has seemed to be a migration from the rural areas to the urban
centers. An example of this can be seen when a comparison of
the population distribution of the cities with populations
greater than 1,000 is considered. Table IV shows that there
are forty-two cities within the state with populations greater
than 1,000, and of these forty-two all but six are county
seats. Therefore, the conclusion may be drawn that the intra-
state migrations are, in part, a migration to the county seats.
This may be due to the merchandising facilities and professional
services available in these cities, or it may just be the re-
sult of the desire to escape the farm for the luxuries and

lure of the city.

144 Renne, R. R. and Plambeck, H. H., Op. Cit.
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e .
P © Study of the characteristic intra-state

migration of the lMontana Population
Was attempted b
Y Renne

and Plambeck with the following resultg and conclusy
- Slong:

During the twenties when Montana had s popul
tion decrease of 2.1 per cent, nineteen of hegufi;
six counties showed increases. Counties with c0n,ty'
siderable irrigated acreage, large Indian populations
or newly discovered oil wells showed the largest in- °
creases during that decade, while counties in the
western cut-over areas and the central range and dry
farming areas of ‘the State showed the greatest de-
clines.

During the thirties Montana had a total popula-
tion increase of 4.1 per cent, more than half (31)
of her fifty-six counties showed decreases. Largest
decreases occurred in the southeastern and central
counties where drouth and insect pest ravages con-
bined with low agricultural prices resulted in heavy
out-migration. Some of this was to the mountain
valleys and irrigated areas of the western counties.
Counties with considerable irrigated acreage con-
tinued to show increases in population as they did
during the twenties. The increase in Valley County
was due largely to the influx of people in connec-
tion with the construetion of Fort Peck Dam. Sub-
marginael land purchase programs assisted many
families in Petroleum and Prairie counties in selling
their properties and moving to other areas where
economic opportunities appeared to be more promising.

These shifts in population among Montana's
counties during the past two decades have resulted
in a greater concentration of people in the irrigated
valleys and in and around the larger cities and
towns. Montana's population now shows rather heavy
concentration along the Yellowstone, Milk, and Mis-
gsourl rivers, in the Western irrigated valleys, and
in and around the fifty-six county seats.

COMPARISON, MONTANA and UNITED STATES

A comparison of the population pyramids of the United
3tates and Montana (Charts 60 and 61) clearly depict the

125 Renne, R. R. and Plambeck, H. H., Op. Cit.
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unique features of Montana's population as well as certain
similarities. At first glance it is noticeable that the
chart for the United States conforms to the general shape of
a standard population pyramid except for the indentation in
the children's groups. On the other hand, Montana's pyramid
is very irregular in shape and conforms to the general shape
of a standard population b&ramid in only a few ways, thus in-
dicating the transitional nature of the general population
of the state.

The age-group distributions for Montana and the United
States, as observed from a comparison of tables VIIT and IX
shows that in the children's groups, under fifteen years of
age, there is a close conformity of the general distribution.
In these groups both tables show a decrease during the periods
studied. The greatest decrease in both groups are found in
the age group 5-9. In this group there was a 2.2 per cent
decrease for the entire United States, while the decrease for
the state of Montana was 1,9 per cent.

A comparison of Charts 60 and 61 shows that in the age
groups 15-24 there is a difference to be noted. This dif-
ference results from the fact that during the periods studied
there is no change in either the male or female population
for the United States, while there are changes for the popula-
tion of Montana. These changes are: a decrease in both sex

for the age group 15-19 in 1940 as compared to 1930, and an

increase in both sex for the age group 20-24 for the compared
periods.



TABLE VIII

PERCENTAGE QF TOTAL POPULATICN IN SPECIFIED AGE

GROUPS, UNITED STATES, 1930 and 1940

Age Grouping Per Cent of Population
1930 1940
Under: 5 93 841
5=9 1043 8ol
10-14 9e7 849
15-19 9elt Jelt
20~2; 848 848
25-29 8o 85
30-34 Toli 748
35=4ls 1440 1349
4551 1046 1146
5564 649 840
65~Th 349 L8
75 end over 145 1.9

Sourcet Browder, Alice J. Changes in Age and Sex Distribue
tion, Birth Rates, and Fertility Ratios of the Texas Popu~
latidn, 1930-1940, unpublished master's thesis, University

of Texams, Austin, 1943, table 6.

i
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TABLE

IX

PERCENTAGE OF THE TOTAL POPULATION MALE AND FRMALR,
BY SFECIFIED AGE GROUBS, 1930 AND 19,0

Montana

Percentage of Total Population

176

1930 1940
Ags Groups _Male Female Male Female
Under 5 be7 Le5° hey b3
59 5e1 le9 L1 440
10-1}4 5e3 52 Lok he2
15-19 L8 Leb Le7 he5
20-24 4.3 3.8 L7 Lok
25-29 3.7 3e3 Lok 1.0
30-34 3e5 3.1 349 3eb
35-39 helt 344 3¢5 340
Lo-hiy Lok el 3.l 2.8
L5-49 36 24 3ok 29
50-54 346 2.4 347 2.7
5 5;59 2,1 1.4 3.1 2.1
60-64 2,1 Yo 2.2 1.5
65-69 1.2 o7 1.6 1.2
70=74 1.2 o7 1.1 o8
75 and Over o7 o5 T 8

m——

Source: Fiftesrdh Census of the United States: 1930, Population,

Volume IIT, Part Il: Sixteenth Census of the United States: 1940,

Population, Volume II, Part IV.
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Both charts show an increase in the disﬁribution of
the age groups 25-34 for these periods, but the increases
noted are greater for Montana than they are for the United
States. The distribution again differs in the age group
35-44, as there is a slight decrease in the male group for
the United States while the female group for the United States
shows a slight increase. The male group for Montana, as well
as the female group, shows large decreases for the compared
years of 1930 and 1940.

Another divergence of characteristics is shown in the
comparison of the age groups 45-54, which shows slight in-
creases for both sex in the chart for the United States while
the chgrt for Montana shows a slight increase in the female
group and a decrease of .2 per cent for the male age group
45-49.,

In both charts, both sexes show increases in the age
groups 55-64. However, the changes are slight and constant
for the United States while Montana has inconsistant changes,
as the increases for the age group 60-64 are slight and the
increases for the age group 55-59 are large for both sexes.

Inconsistency is again noted in the age groups 65-70
for the state of Montana, as slight increases are to be found
in both sex for the age group 65-69 and an increase in the
female group 70-74, while the males of the latter group show

a slight decrease.
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In the final age grouping, 75 and over, both chearts

depict increases, but it 1s worthy of note that the increases
here noted.are larger for the state of Montana than for the
United States,

The conclusion that can be drawn from this comparison
is that both charts indicate increased percentages of the
population in the older groups, and decreased percentages of
the population in the children's groups. But, while the
pyramid for the United States shows a fairly static population
in the middle aged and young adult groups, the pyramid for
lfontana shows this group to be highly mobile, The mobility
trends indicated here are in-migration in the young adult
groups, and out-migration in the middle aged groups.

The explanation for the increased percentage of older
people in both sexes for Montana and the United 3States rests
upon the increased longevity of the general population, which
has increased the total number of aged in these areas. The
decrease in children for both lMontana and the United States
is attributable to the decreasing birth rates of both. The
static nature of the other population groups in the United
States indicates that no unusual changes are taking place in
this portion of the general population. lMeanwhile, the mobility
in the middle braékets of Montana's population are due to two
general reasons: the maturing of the large children's groups

of 1930, which resultantly caused an increase in the young



179
adults of 1940, and the out-migration of the middle aged
groups during the period 1930-1940 which may be due to this

pre-war period when this group migrated to war industries.



CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Certain conclusions may be arrived at, in reference
to the counties, subregions, and state of Montana, as a re-
sult of this study. Paramount of these is the conclusion
that lontana's rural and frontier-like economy coupled with
its sparse population tends to exaggerate and produce the
population differentials studied. Thus, large and commanding
trends and changes are noted in the various demographic units
and from these definite and conclusive ascertations may be
made as to future conditions of the state. However, these
ascertations are fallible and open to error due to this exag-
geration of trends, which may be completely reversed by the
shift or change of the characteristics of a small population
group. Thus in a sparsely populated county of about 1,000
persons an unusual trend, such as one toward high fertility,
can be reversed by the out-migration of a small number of
women of child bearing age.

The statistics studied indicate that the state of
Montana will have an increasing population. This increase is
evidenced by the increasing birth rate of 1940 as compared
with 1930 and also by the increase in the majority of age
groups studied. However, it is also an indicated trend that

there will be a falling off in the middle aged grours of the

state, caused by the continued out-migration of this groug.
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Unofficial preliminary federal census returns tend to
confirm the general over-all increase of population for the
state, as the census returns for 1950 show that ontana has
587,269 residentsl46, as compared with 559,456 in 1940147,
for a total gain of 27,813 rersons.

Close scrutiny of the statistics for the individual
counties show that the counties with rural populations, and
predominantly those counties where 2griculture is the chief
means of occupation, show a decline in total population vhile
those more urbanized counties whose chief means of occunztion
is other than agriculture show population increases. 3ince
the majority of the counties of the state fall into this rural
category,'it may be concluded that a majority of the counties
will show a population loss, while a small minority of the
counties will show relatively larze population gains.

This observation is affirmed by the unofficial pre-
liminary census returns which show that thirty-six of the
fifty-six counties lost population during the decade from 1940
to 1950. (table X) Thus the gain in —opulation for the entire
state is centered in the remaining twenty counties. These
decreases range from four persons in 3Sanders County to 5,215

in Silver Bow County.l48 The largest percentage loss of

146 ynorficisl Federal Census Returns, released by the
Bureau of Census, for the state of vontana, 1950,

147 sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Popula-
tion, table 23.

148 gomputation based on table X.
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TABLE X

POPUMATION FIGURES, BY CCUNTY, F(R STATE OF LCITANA FOR 1950

-—

County Population
Beaverhead &,417
Big Horn 94799
Blaine 8,473
Broadwatsr 2,887
Carbon 10,106
Cartex 2,785
Cascade 52,408
Chouteaw 6,908
Custer 12,619
Daniels 3,928
Dawson 9,038
Deex Lodge 16,529
Fallon 3,647
Fergus 1_;.95
Flathead 3L,412
Gallatin 21,718
Garfield 2,154
Glacisr 9,643
Golden Vallsy 1,337
Granite 2,765
Hill 1,281
Jefferson 4,005
Judith Basin 3,204
lake 13,767
Lewis and Glark 2l 4,18
biberty 2,162
Lincoln 8,672
Madison 54906
McCone 3,246
Meagher 2,039
Mineral 2,062
Missoula 35,002
Musselshell 5392
Fark 11,974
PetTcleum 1,025
Phillips 6,348
Pondera 6,429
Powder River 2,680
Powell 64258
Prairie 2,361
Ravalli T3,001
Richland 10,343

Roosavelt 9,546
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Rossbud €,529
Sanders 64922
Sheridan 64623
Silver Bow 474992
Stillwater 5+345
Sweet Grass 34619
Teton 7130
Toole €,859
Treasuras 1,406
Vallsy 11,320
Wheatland 3,162
dibaux 1,9 Oy
Yellowstone 55,743

Sourcet Unofficial Federal Census Returng, rsleassd by ths
Bureau of Census, for the state of Montana, 1950,
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populatidn was that of Valley County with its loss of 34 per
cent.149 The largest zains were in the more urban counties,
with the exception of 3ilver Bow County, as evidencsd by
Yellowstone County's gain of 14,561 persons and Cascade County's
.gain of 10,409 persons.l50

The migration of the state population indicates a shift
from the eastern counties to the western counties. This is
in conformity with the out-migration noticed in the rural
counties, and the in-migration noted in the mors urban coun-
ties. This noteworthy shift may be zattributed, in part, to
the fluctuation of the business cycle. Thus the recent years
of high farm production and high farm income may be larsgely
credited with this shift. Specific datz are lacking, but in-
dications are that this decade of prosperity has resulted in
farm consolidation, which has in turn resulted in the dis-
nlaced farm owners and operators migrating to the western
counties, as evidenced by the increased population in the
western counties and the décreased population of the eastern
counties, Perhaprs this is occasioned not only by the increased
prosperity, but also by the increased ability for furmers to
retire occasioned by this prosverity. A further suzgested

reason for this group retiring and migrating to the western

149 Computation based on table X.

150 Computation based on table XK.
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counties is the more coastal climate of the wester-nmost
counties which is not as severe as that of the eastern-mcst
counties,

A political implication of this shift is to be found
in our political represeﬂtation systemn which divides the stute
into two geographical units. The implication to be noted is
that representation in the House of Representatives of the
United 3tates will be unevenly distributed in reference to
population content of these areas. Thus fewer people in the
eastern section results in their having a larger voice in the
Federal Government, while more people in the western section
will result in their having a smaller voice in the Federal
Government.

The political implication within the state itself is
that this population shift will occasion a reallocation of
seats in the State House of Representatives within the near
future. This, however, is allowed for by state statute, and
as a result there will be no great undue representation with-
in the state itself caused by this population shift.

It has been observed in this study that the movement
of heavy industry to an area; the development of natural re-
sources, such as oil wells, copper mines, lumbering etc.;
and the building of large governmental projects, such as Fort
Peck Dam, will occasion the in-migration to the area being
exploited, and will cause the increase of population of that

area to be greater than usual. Thus it may be said that the
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western portion of the state will, in the future, show an

even greater increase of population due to the present con-
struction of such federal projects as Hungry Horse Daa, and
other such projects as are proposed for the future. Present
plans call for increased industrizlization of this area by

the creation of aluminum processing plants and other industries.
This allows the conclusion to be made that present migratory
trends will be continued thereby causing the rurz2l sections

of the state to become even more depleted of population, while
the urban sections gain greater population concentrations.

The fertility ratios and net reproduction rates studied
indicate that the birth rate for the state is going to show
a continued increase. From this it may be presumed that the
State of iontana is going to continue to gain population, not
only by increased industrialization but also by means of an
increased birth rate. ‘

The study of age-sex distribution for Montana shows l
that there is to be a continued inequality of distribution
according to sex. Thus the state will continue to show a
larger proporpion of males than females. However, this should
be a decreasing proportion, as when the state commences to
lose its frontier-like economy it should also commence to lose
this increased number of males as compared to females.

The increased longevity of the United States is to be

reflected in the increased maturity of the population of ilontana.
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This increased maturity indicates that there will be an
increased percentage of older persons in the state's popula-
tion in the future,

A final conc¢lusion that may be arrived at is that the
increased urbanity of the population has resulted, and will
continue to result, in the population centering in and around
the larger cities and towns as well as along irrigation pro-

jects and other governmental and private projects.
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