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INTROGIDCTION

Research in recent years hes diselosed a serliousness
of purvose in Henry Fleldioe's writings that most eighteenth
gentury readers overlooked. While aocknowledzing him to be a
master of the comlo spirlt, rieldine's ocontemporaries generully
ignored the sooial and moral reforms advocated 1luv his essays
and novels. 7The eighteenth century sttitude persisted into
the nineteenth; but today, thanks to studies by sueh writers
as Aiustin Dobson, #ilbur Cross and Frederiok Hlanchaird, the
mapifest reformatory purpose in much of Flelding's writings
has been brought to light., These crities have emphssized
Fleldiug's sincere humsnitarianism and have pointed out many
sogisl ills which he oensured; the vices apd eitravagances
of the weal thy; the hapless oondition of the poor; the disw
honesty of the poverning olasses; the corrupt prasotiges of
lawyers and of law enforoement officers.

The purpose of this paper is to disouss yet another
specifie so0isl problem whioh Fleldinr persistently and vigore
ously attackede~the problem of dedbtors and imprisonment for
debt. Tho treatment of debtors, one of the outstanuing soolal
abuses of rieldlpg's time, was frequently diseussed in eight~
eenth ocentury litersture. iesley, tmollett, Coldsmith, Thomson
and Dr. Johnson were somo of the more lmportant writers who

evineed ooncern for the wretohed plicht of the debtor. EHone
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of thase menh, however, treated the problem as thorowhly as
¢1d #ieldine, who ospressed decy oymputhy for the {inencially
distressed throurhout ths me jor pert of his writinge. weile
attentlion hoas beon oslled %o orher esuses wileh he championed,
Meldinw's efforts on bslulf of the debtor have been undely.
peglectsd, oince hils sles for amelioration of the debtor's
sondition wns sore porsistent ani sitrplilesnt thap that of
oosparable writers of %42 period, and slnoe it i Lliuvustrative
of his stron reformatory spirit, fleldin:'e trestment of this

parsvioalar sooisl problen merite consideration,



CHAPTER I

ino severity of the law aad bne Cunkiiion ol wngiish
prisous made the treatment of debtors one of the mout giuriag
sogial ovils 1o deuly sleluimg's Siwe; dor failiure %o pay
debts of forty snliilope or more, the luw oopdumbed men Lo
spond taelr lives in lostitutious tuwt nave duun desorived
a8 "tona foulest bliot o0 b luud 0L the sipnieentb eentury»“l
It ia impossible (v stute defioitaly now mery were ailieated
by the hsreh lesu. aysbem, siuce the first scowate souat of
the pumoer imprisvned was not maede until the latter puru ol
the cantuny;g but 1t is certaln, rov ovutenpwsry desori p-
tlons, ihat the culieriog o4 deblors wod toelr upundenis vwas
sufficleatly exteu&ive tv quustitute ¢ najor sooial problem.
mriong the gears denyy sivluilug wes writlog (1700-1704)

S@Veral otoners were eapressins ooncern for the wretehed plight

1 Jay Barrets rotaford, ipeiish Soolety in the Liphte
oenth Uentury (New York, 194), pe 910

£ Johao Howerd, The state of the rrisons in .oglapa and
iales with rrelimivary Observations anu ap socount oi _ome
TOLELin srisOfice LN@ #OFKks UL JOBG 10WATG, mBGs (4VN 6de,
Tondon, s I, ITe Howard found 1o I776 that there were
Z,407 debtors in the Jalls of Lnglund spd wsleb, zarlier
estimates ploced the number much higher. In 1716 ons scurce
states that there were sixty thousund imprisoned inp Zngland.
(Basil williams, The ihig Supremasy 1714-1760 (oxford, 1949),
Be 120]+ Dr. JohGson ©s ima%ea Tn 1753 that the nuwber of
debtors io prison was twenty thoussnd. [ur. Zamuel Johnson,
"uebtors v irizon,” Jhe luler, Loe o8 (1709, slexander
Chalmers, The idritish” ‘swuylsts (Lonmdon, 1817), Vols &8}




¢f the debtore In 1l7<¢ Jumes Thomson cclled s ttention to
the debtor pezicoved ip grison.

Al 1ittle talpg whe gu, livesiious .roud « o o

How mawy pine in want anl dunzeon glooma,

shut from the common zir, oond OoLEOL use

Of thelr own limbs o o o

Unpltied uou uphosrd, where leery moaus;

Where Lickness pines; where 7hirst and !«f{unger burn.a
tnd poor slsfortune foels tie iash of vice ¢ e 0

snd in 1958, destribinr Newgste prison, Toblss imollett

declared, "4 msp must be vold of all sympathy who can reside

smon: 80 many miserable objeots, without fecling apn ioelile

stion to relieve their &1atrass,“4 From various secounits

written during apd stortly after slelaimp's time, one oun

galin an ldes éf the melure of this sroblem, asnud the manber

io wnion it was trested by other elghteunth century writera,
Most of those who wrote on this tplo were primarily

gonoerned with the treatment Jdebtors recelived iu prison

Jdames Thomson, John Wesley and Cliver (oldsmith deploted life

in the dedtors' prison, but fsiled to mention that the debtor's

troubles started before he was oast into Jall. in excegtion

was Ir, Johnsol, wnd wad less sopcerped wlt: prisop eonditions

than he was with the law wiloh exposed "the liberty of wue to

% ne voetical works of Jemes Thomsop (soston, lib-},
"Ihe SOAS0DB," DDe COLwde

4 Toblas Smollett, The idventures of eregrine iiokls,
Pe 168 Zn» Norks of {obli® Lmollelt |Lew YOrk, 190€)e




the passions of ancthar.”5 Under this low, the debtor was
wholly a8t the merey of his oreditor, who had bdut to swear to
a debt to seocure a warrapt for arrest. The proesiure whioch
then followed was one familiur to most eighteenth century
readers, The warrsnt was turned over %o a bailiflf who touok
the debtor isto custody for twenty~four hours, plsoipg him
i a "sponging house.” This fuvstitation, vividly desoribed

ip Zamuel Richardsoo's Clarisss Harlowe,® derived its name

from the exorbitant and illegsl Ieas? for foou, lodgimw, and
incidentsls oharged the debtor while he sought %o obtain the
means of paying his debt, At the end of twenty~four houra
if he had pnot satisfied the demands of his ereditor ani of
the bailiff, the debtor was removed fro:x the sponging house
to prison. Here he remained until the debt was pald, lapn=-

gulshing "at the will of him whom he hath offended,"®

for
monthe, for years, perhaps for 1ife.

Contemporary desoristions of debtors' prisons

® or. camuel Johnsom, "Imprisonment of Jebtors,"” The
Idler, Hos <2 (Doptember 16, 178), ed. git. -

6 Samuel Riehardson, Clarissa Harlowe; or The Histo
of a Young Lady (1747-1748) (Tondon, 1902}, VII, ‘53:9:"‘“1.

v Howard, gpe 2ite, pe b+ Comcernlng the illegality
of oharges madc in spouging houses, Howard stated "there ia
& legal provisioo made against this oppression; but « o« &
the abuse contiopues, The rapine of these extortioners neceds
Bome more effectual und easy 0100k « o » o

8 Jonnson, ibid.



emphasized the physical nsrdehips and the moral degradation
to whioh prisocuers were exposed. On vislitiog Marshalses Frison
John Vesley fousti some of the priscpers underground, others
half-starved "both with cold 2nd hunger, added to weakneas and

pa hh“s -

Smollett, deseribing Mleet Frison, ststed thast the
immates were "cooped up, so as to be excluded from the dbonolit
of fresh air," and piven miserable sleeyimg quarters, where
they "lay prowlseuously smobg f1lth and vanﬁin.”le 4nd of
Bridewell whioh "approsches nearest the notion I have always
entertained of t%@ inferpal rezioms,” he asserted that its
prisoners were deprived of all pnecescities, inoluding teoé.ll
One result of the poor sapitary oonditions and the laok of
food wae "gaol fever,” a malignant form of typhus which age
counted for ap appalling pumber of deaths in prison. Dr.
Johneon estimated that disease apd starvation "put an end
every year to the life of one in four of those that are shut
up from the common comforts of lifey™ this would mean, he

said, that ip esoh gensration, "an hundred and fifty thousand

® Journsl of John sesley (ew York, 1907), 1I, 4.
ihe Marshalsea nhoused only debtors, and oply those arrested
for the smallest sums. Johb Hawaré, in 1776, found the ovn~
dition of the two hundred apnd fifty debtors thers no better
than Wesley had reported some forty years earlier,

10 gmollett, The idventures of reregrine irickle, ps 163.

1 Smollett, The &dvénturus‘gg Roderiok Rupdom (1740),

ad, Gittg Pe cho




perish in our gac&si“la

The physiocal hazards of prison life were acoompapled
by degrading moral condisions. Few prisons sxiated for debtors
only; with seant regard for the inevitable consequences, all
types of priscvers were herded togethor in promisguous asso-
aiaiiaa. debtors and oriminsls, men and women, the young
beginner and the old offender. 48 a result, orime and wicke
edness flourished, s condition noted by Uliver Goldsmith in
The Viear of nakefleld, by John wesley in his Journal and by

Ire. Johnson in the luler. Vice was encoursged by the system
under whieh inglish prisons were o.erateds The koeper or
geverndr seliom received 3 sslary, but relied rather upon the
fees whioh he admittedly extruoted from the prisvpers committed
to his ocustody. ior every service in prison life a oharge was
made; iu one prison a fee of eluven shillings four pence was
demapnded ol every incoming priscner; 1o snother, the turning
of a kay cost one shilling.xa Jestitute prisoners sapk deeper
into debt while unpald fees swelled the charges that had to be
met before release from jJail, Jor the fortunate few suoh as
smollett's hero, Peregrine lekle, prison life presentec a

brighter pioture, IJirivate apartments, coffee-houses, taverns

GO A

1z Johuson, "sebtors ip rrisom,” Zhe laler, Bo. &b
(dapnary, 1769).

o tidoney anu Peatrioe webb, _nglish irisons Under
Locsl Goverpment (London, 19:2), pe €.




and brothels were provided in meny prisons on the "master
debtors' side,” a portion of the Jail rescrved for the wealthy
who wilfully pegleoted thelr debts. But such psrsons, ae
Smollett polnted out, were Iin the minority and most debtors
hsd to rely upon the oharity of others to keep from w«un4»um.w¢
Often entire families were exposed to thess harmful
physieal and moral conditions for some debtors brought thelry
wives and ohildren to prison with them. . Smollett wrote of
the "ories of the hapless wife who was foreed to D llow her
husband to this abode of wretchedness and aﬁa«zym.wnm Ire
Johnson, referring $o women and ochildren starving in priwmn,
deolared, "If there are any made so obdurate by avarice or
oruelty, mw to resolve these consequences without dread or
pity, I must leave them %o be n-snouﬁn‘mw sone other power,
for I epoak only to humen boinga™ % |
From these desoripticons one might wonder what, if any-
thing, was done t0 ameliorate the condition of the debtor in
the eighteenth century. The public was pot upaware of the
seriocusness of the problem, and throughout thoe perlod, various
atjempts wero made at reformtions 7The most ambltious effort

cosurred in 1729, when a House of Commons Committec, undey

14 smollett, The idventures of Peregrine riekle, p» 170.
15 1vid., pe 276,
16 jonnson, Ibid.
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humanitarisn work, and took meny debtors with him to mormhz
NMlly, the london bookseller, pave ov one ogcasion two hundred

£1 and in periods of mational

pounds for the relief of debtors,
prosperity others were frequently prompted to charitable aid
of the imprisoned., Thues, during the rise of the Lputh Sea
stook, one Mr., Guy liberated threc hundred snd f£ifty men ime
prisoned for ﬁobt.ag But commendable though the work of
philanthroplo societies and ivdividuasls was, 1t resulted in
no marked improvement in the situation of the greater portion
of England's debtors.

Sueh then was the oondition of debtors during the
oighteecnth century, a condition frequently and symps thetiow
8lly treated in popular litersture of the poriod, But ime
pressive as tho aocounts may be in the aggregate, they fail
to indlcate any sorious effort at reform on the part of ilndive
idual writers. While generslly expressing pity for the plight
of the debtor, few literary men dovoted more than passing
attention to the matter, Jasmes Thomson's deseriptious of
debtora' prisons were limited to one poemj Oliver Goldsmith's

%

0

20 ,rthur stanley Turbervill % 1ish ¥en api ¥anners
‘ . 08 : 8

1o the :iphteenth Century (Oxford, 19287, Ds oZ0.
2 John kichols, Litera sneedotes of the Eighteepth
Gentury (Londoam, mwuiar%r;“xﬁ. e,

2 potsford, inglish Soolety inm the iiphteenth Centuxy,

De £92,
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prison saenes ogcupy but a few pages in The Visar of nakefields
and Samnel Richardseon made no mention of the subJjeot beyond the
sponging house episode in Clarisss Rarlowe. In severasl novels
Tobias Smollett deploted prison conditions realisticslly and

at lengthzg
provemont of the debtor's situssion. Of those writers only

Ire. Johnson offared 8 speelfle remedy. Declaricg that the

but nowhere did he offer sny eugpestions for ime

confinement of any man in prison "is a loss ¢» the mation,
and no gain to the ereditor,” he proposec that if in a fixed
poriod of time, the areditor could not prove that his debtor
had convealed proverty, the charge should bo dismisaed and
the debtor set maﬁ" After sugresting this reasonsbdle
solution, he added that
o o » 4% i wvaln to continue an institution, which exw-
porience shows to be ineffeetual, e have nar imprisoned
one geperation of debtors after enother, but we do not
find thelr numbers lessen, e have now lsarned, that
rashnons and imprudense will not be deterred trom taking
oredit; let us try whether {fraud and) ﬂar%t may be
uore easily restrained from giving £t o o o
Ir., Johnson's argument was as iptelligent as any mede during

the geptury, but his intorest subsided after the publication

23 ‘&muwt'a plearesque heroes are amatmuy plagued
by their debts. In esoh of three novels, The ;dventures 9_;

oderiok Random (1749), The d\vm turu of Teregrine ii
A ;T"ﬂi vmt::un o, [nand, co ung, Fatho

the hara 15 mp sm
Johnma, fhe Idler.

28 rn14.




¥

of those opinions io tw. thort esssy s in the liler; in his

S

. . 26
writin- thercaftery no Jurther meotion wrs mude of thils “roblem. é

wast 2r. dohuson snd. other vriters geoninsly lzcohed wuns the
grusadiny spirit pegessazry Joy cilestive soelial reforme %o
Yind this spivid one =wus: turs to Uenyy dicl.inn, who poosessed
gz dexrec of soeinl ¢ nselence rare Suuy his literery contemw

coraries, and who had, uasreover, s defl itc znd persictent

intervst in the oconditicn o1 npileh debtors,

6 It 1s interestivs t9 note that Johnson wes not speake
ipng wholly from an scademic viewyoint when he cdiscussed the
di £fionlvies of debtorse. In 1766 he wus arrested for debt aznd
sonfiped to # sponping house, from whleh he wes relcased by
hiohardson, who beocame hie surety. James poswell, The Lifec of
Zamuel Johnsou {Uxford, icu?), I, 808




CHAPTER IIX

The most obvious reason for the intereast Fleliing showsd
in the subjeot of debt was the pertineat faet that he wes hine
self 8 debtor, In 1741, having borrowed one hundred ninety~
soven poudds which he was umadle to repay, he was sued by hias
ereditor, Joseph King, who received not only the Jjudgment, but
an additionsl fifty shillinzs as damages, The fate of most
dedbtors~-indefinite confinemcnt in prison-~faced the then ime
pocunious writer; fortunstely Irionus ocame to his s2id and saved

i A somewhn t different situation

him from debtors' prison.
arose in 1745 when Fleldin: besame surety for a friend's loan.
The friend subsequently defsulted mnd Fleluiny was compelled

by oourt ord.r to pay the sum of four hundired pwnﬂa.a That
Fiolding wae giveu to prodigality and as a result was frequente
1y plagued by his oreditors was an impression given by hostile

8

¢ontenporaries and by uns,mpathetio blogra heraj” but Cross,

1 wilbur L, Cross, The History of Henry iielding (New
Haven, 1918), I, 5%6s e a2

£ 1vid., II, 40,

& Arthur wurphy, Flelding's first blographer, gives &
typ%zaiazighxoenth coniuryfe;isim t;ioid:he vﬁtag in ma:“ "Rasay
on Flelding,' %{ 8 of Heary siclding, ¢ Jamos wn
(London, m'm.% § "Open, unbounaed, and soeial in his teme
per, he know no love of moneyj but inolining to success even in
his very virtues, he pushed his contempt of avarice into the
opposite oxtreze ol imprudence and prodigality.” 4nd Lord Lyte
telton, an asquaintance of Fielding, referred to him as "the
resorseful inmate 0f the sponring house,” who souhnt finsuceial
ald Ifrom Lyttelton. (Jucted from Cross, op. eit., 1II, £70.)
The varseity of such aoccounts Cross dmim, belfeving thut
Pileldiupg's finapoial diffioulties wers greatly exaggerated by
those who knew the writer less well than they supposed,
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whose study of the writer seans the moast suthoritative, raports
these two ocourrenses ss the only verifiable inocidents of this
nature in #lelding's life,

Aotual expericnce as & dobtor might wall evoke sympathy
for others faciog the harsh oonsegquenses of the debtorm' law,
but Fielding's experiences torminated ha,pily and abruptly; it
is doubtful that he was over dotained in a sponging house; cere
tainly he was never imprisoned for his dobt-.‘ His own infre-
quent finanoial di fficultiee do mnot explain his remsrkadle
fomiliarity with the stratagems enployed by dbailiffs, the exe
tortions of the sponging house, the iniquities of the debtore’
prison. Sinee he wrote knowingly about this sudbjest many
years before he was himself s debtor, his informs tion must
have been based upon observetion, Xielding had ample oppore
tunity to observe most sspegts of contemporary sosiety; as a
popular playwright, political pamphleteer and later, magistrate,

hames

4 ) recently dissoverod eightecnth oentury pemphlet
asserts thst rieliing was once imprisoned, The pamphlet, dise
;z;dmﬂ gir Howard ﬁhvimqt.x'ﬁggfnlﬁﬁ’u Eﬂm.;w

8 uage Leview, AXLVI ober 3] -

168 26 iTatorTa brinelplos, :

» £0. O

8 enti storienl Views the rrineiples, Charseters
Fersons he ie urli ters ; rea ritaln e o.
& “..

ﬁ

[ [otteT to Mobsieuy N «g rom “ons rivate
igent these Iwen mu‘uzgm e = ¥Tolr =34, 1n
'BZ1and s o z. : {London, I?*gT.' *he anonymous author iniers

hat Cly Robert Walpole once saved ileldlpr from gaol where
he would have "rotted o +» ¢ had 1t not becn for the genecrosity
in tho ¥inister," G&Sinse the pamphlet iz a satiriecal attack on
Fleliing at the time hc was engaged in sorimonious politieal
warfare, the statemont 1s soaroely to be considered seriously.

J
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he led an aotive 1ife in London, a life which, in his own words,
made him familisr with "every kind of charseter, from the min-
iaster at his levee, %o the balliff st hissgunging house . + -”5
As 8 result of his various sotivities, ¥lelding was probably
well awaroe of the suffering of lLondon'a many debtors, rartiou-
larly pertinent was his logal experience, for it explains his
familiarity with the osperation of the laws concernig imprisone-
mont for debt., sfter atudying law in Holland and England,
feldinyg was admitted to the inglish dar and prasctice.i Lfor seve
eral years in London; from 1746 until 1762 he served as Justiee
of the reace for the Jounty of itidilesex, Considerinz this
background, it 18 not surprising to find that his novels, playe
and pamphlets are full of leal pointaey Fleldln. aud Shakespesre,
one oritic has ramarked, "are the only two writers in our
language who even touoh law without show np thelr lgnorance on
the mbjeet.“s Flelding’s comments on the historieal phaseas

of the debtors' law, whioh are disoussed subsejuently, and his
desoriptions of the trisls and counittments of debtors, lndicate
sonsiderable familiarity with this aspoot or the problem,

5
g History of Tom Jones, & Foundli AIII, 4, The
uorks of gﬁrz ,f'IaT%l'ﬁ ’l’f‘o'n%an. 16MT, Vols. VI, Vil & —

6 : , ‘
He Co Elwin, Lome 4V Century Mea of Letters (Londen
1902), quoted from Cross, ope 9it., IIY, 220, '
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Another and more baslc reason for Fleldimg's interest
in the smelioration of the cebtor's coundition may de found in
his humanitarianisem,. The dlsposition to do good for othera,
to better the lot of the uniortunste is evideut throushout &
large portion of his writiogs. This charasteristio he galled
*good nature" and defipmed as "a delight in the happiness of
mapkind, and a concernat tnolr misery, with a desire, as much
as poscible, to prooure tue former, and aver'y the 1attox.“'
Flielding's humanitarianism, expresse: time sod again in his
plays, vesays and noval s, wae olosely linked up with the eighte
eenth century dostripe of "bencvolisme.” Opiosed to the ooli~
flioting ethlcal philosophies of self-love and self-interest,
benevolism was oonulderod an inheront tandenoy im man to be
"smiably disgosed toward his fellow-man and astively to aeek
his hagﬁinuac.“s It was definitaly the aotive side of this
philosophy that Fielding emphasized; his attitude toward the

4 . ,
The Champion, Maroh Z7, 1940, Vol. V, The vorks of
Heory sieldlue, leq. tLondan. 1§82)- ) ’ -

;] N s
William Brown Irwin, The Makios oI Jonathap xild
(New York, 1941}, Pe 62¢ Irvin states thut mr&?'vw good
pature” ie ‘hothing more thupn a simplified, informel common
sonne version ol the elaborate dootrine of bepsvoliam,”
Pleldiney weems t0 have bocb rather widely read in the popuw
lar philospphies of this time; his aoquaintznoe with this
doctrine may hove come throwh his reading of the Zarl of

Shaftesburyts ulry Concerning Virtue, for Cross (op. cit.
11, £81) npuk%mrﬁo e Dol TL - GAtaFated With o o b —=°°
Shaftesbury."
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so0ial and moral conditions of his day was clearly that of the
reformer, Ibn accord with the didsetioism characteristie of
eighteonth century literature, he stated upon one oceaslon
that '

and profiitable Durpose tnan Shis [mGSGHODt] . e s s

o e hudos whor s5a-SnsieBosign 8 the Sompentiio

is nodnaro than to make us laugh, ;he writer comes very

near to the Charaster of & Bufoon.
The "Instrustiod' he gave hiec readers was reformatory in
nature. He not only censured the manners of nis day, but
exposed spesifie sooinl abuses as welle-drinking, gambling,
prostitution, duelling, erime, FPresent to a greater or less
degree in his novels, plays, and journsls is one regurring
puryose, the amelioration of eizhteenth century scoiety. It
is found 1in imelia, the most didactie of his novels, in whieh
the express purpose was "to expose some of the most glaring
Evils, as well public as private, which at present infest
this aountty."zo The same purpose appaars no less prominently
in his journais. espesially in the two early papers he edited,

In one, the Champlon, ¥ielding sought "with his viotorious pen,

9 . ‘ _ _
The Coveat~Garden Journal by Sir Alexander Irawcansi
Knt. Censor of Great . B, Vol. T{‘HET 10, ed. Gerald Eaward

Jensen (Hew Haven, 1910), BOs« 10.
10 pretace to Amella, The works of Henry Fielding, Vol.

VIiI.
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to lash sankind into humanity « o » ;"u and ig the other,
the Covent-Garden Jourmsl, he had s similar sim, one oritle
deolaring that in thi: periodilesl) ilelding's "dealire to re~
form the age was stronger than his desire to oreate
utoraturo."w Lesu apparent, perhaps, is the element of
reform 4in his early play-writing period, but Cross states
that

SODLYAYY « o o t0 the opinion oi hasaty readers, not

only was Flelding's aim soclal satire when he wrote

the pleys of his youth, but he was then besoming the

::fgingo:ﬁisp;;gcggpg:g:ﬁhe appears in his most
His pamphlets, written while he was a megistrate, give od-
vious evidenoo of his interest in scolol and legal reform, 4

is a wsoolsl reformer, Fielding's attentlon was dirsete

ed towsrd many of the outstandiog abuses of the period; among
them was the plight of the iInglish dedtor. The basis ol his
humapitarianism or "good-nature™ was the alleviation of une-
deserved suffering, and the misery oi debtors plainly merited

concern, for "these proper objeats of charity"” were reduced

The Champi ihe worksa of Ho Fleldiag .
(London, 1GBE), Va?. g: m::n?y"fi,: 172%%0. v &8

L 17 12 Jensen, lntroduetion, the Covent-Garden Journsl,
» [ ]

13 gross, gp. 9it., III, £78.

14 Floldlng's most notadble paaphlets written durd ng the
time he wae Justieo of the resse were "in Enquiry into the
Csuses of the Late Inerease of Robbers,” "4 Froposal for the
Poor,” and ™A Charge to the Grandejury,.,”
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to distress
sometines by inadvertency, sometimes by miafortunes,
and sometimes by the noblest aots ol friendship, and
through the rapsaiouspness, impatiense, and uwomercifule
pess of oreditors, more savage thun {glvus, sand the
impious severity ol ocur 1laws « + « «
Thousands suffered in prison for wiat ¥leldinr thought was
no orime; the punishment of debtors was in his opinion as
unjust a8 1t was harsh, It i3 not unnatural that this sito-
ation should have aroused his reformatory tondencies, for he
was possessed of too grest gympe thies to gaze dlaspassionately

upon undeserved mis fortune.

- 16 % Champion, Mareh 27, 1940, The sorke of Heary
g a BEe VOle Vo



CHARTRR 111

Henxy rielding degan writing in 1728 and prodused de~
fore his death 1in 1764 a ocousideradle number of plays, poeme,
espays, political traets snd pamphlets, in addition to his
threc novels, Heferences to the difficulties of dedtors
oscur in most of his works, in his first play es well as in
his last nowl, ior the prosent pyurpose, Fielding'e writings
may best de considered in ohronological oxder, aince they seem
to illustrate a growing interest in the treatment of dedtors.
The first iondications of this interest are found in the plays
whioh ogoupied the carly part of his eareer. In thes Fielding
at first refers to debt incidentally, utilisiog the sabjeot
perhapas as a eomie dovice or as & plot contrivanes, but as
his career progressas, his allusions appear more sigunifiosnt
and suggest a developing condern. His interest reached a '
olimax 1o two esaays written for the Chsmpion in 1741; here
one finds emphatio statement of ideas toushed upon in his
earlier works, and defipite expression of his attitude towards
imprisonment for debt., The opinions set foarth in these o«
says are rostated io later writings, Ohilefly in the Misoellauies
and in jmolia. The followling disoussion is congerned first
with the treatment of debtors in rielding's playe up to 1741}
sesondly, with the ideas expressed in the Champion, and finelly,
witn the subsequent appearance of those ldeas in works pudblished
after 1741.



the numercus Yelerewcos ipm Slelulps'o plugu to buillffs,
dups, spurilo ovesn, eredlitovs, spd Wobtore are more Lo, 0r%-
apt for thelr freguops, tise Zor thely fodlvicusl signlilicunce.
Tude lu esprolslly true ol tho early comedics, shere he utilizea
the susgeet ol debt Llu {hr¢e wiye; Lo flpures of spyeesh, 1o coue
neotlon wit: porosses wiose Labtes extecd thelr nesse, aud in
referriog %o too truobive of Lodlowet wrl tors.

The use ol debt Llu filrures of speeen Lo 1llustrated by

ilelding's first ploy, love in Leversl .asgues, wuarcin ooe

eharseter deQluares
Ay stoek of love will be so far exhausted, tast I
shell be iike & cuntosted helr, who sponds hls
estate io Uhe orsult ol LU, su. when his iitizicus
adversayy is overthrown, fiods his possessions Yeoe
dused o a lops lawyer's b11l for nore thap he is
able to puye

To whion another replieu, "Jut then your fetes will be d4ill-
farent, e ooe condempod Lo starve ip 3 priwoso, the siher

10 s similur velu is the mention

$0 surfelt 1o satrioony.”
of DNeslns %o London, "as & pleoe of sevurity sesinst lovee
dahts.“g Sueh firures wers not sncomaok dw eizhtecnih century
litorsturey iu this pertidular iostance thoy msy have been

used to lmpsrt tu rlelding's gomedy of menpers a4 semblanoe

N oA S i RS S0 . AN TR 3

1. . . "

Love in toveral iascues, I, 1. [he .orks of Henpry
Eiﬁaﬁiqh, BGe (1075 ],y vole Lo fuis play was SFodudsd 1o
faw aonth s aftar siclding first srrived Ln London.

2 Tbide, II, Le
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of familisrity with London s00i0l life which the youthful
dramatist lacked at this time, It would bo imj;ossible on
such slizht ovidence to attridute t¢ Flelding any ifuterest
in or congern for debtors; nothiop more than casual familiare
ity with their diffiouliles is evinced by references of thise
types. :ut the cumulative osffeot created by the resurrensce
of sush figures ol apeec!: in later playaa might well suggest
that for Flelding this toyic beonme something more than mater-
1al for fashionable dialogue,.

In several of his comedies dopioting tho life of London's
fashionable soclety, Flelding introduces charseters whose exe
travagant expoendituros far oxeeed their means. Thelr cousequent
fipanolal distress, suggested in Love in Ceveral iaagues, is
dramatically pressnted 1o his sesond play, Ihe Tauple Beau.
%ilding, the title charaoter, finds his rooms invaded by his
long«suffering sreditorse--the milliner, the peri-wigmaker, the
shoemaksyr snd tho hosier, 4ifter a few ghort scenes fllled with
thelr tireats, these "fop makers" are driven out by hia irate
zntmh‘ Wilding, the firet dedtor to appear in Fielding plays,

S . . \
See espeoially The Univorsal Callspt (198%), 1I, &,
and the weddl (1‘!5§$ T, 1 ﬁ. The works o Heory
‘_gg,ﬂ"gg. E. ols 111, .i‘n;'th;r use oI do‘%g In"éiguns ol
speeth ocoours in the novel, Tom Jones, and in The lMiscellanies,
di soussed below,. '

‘ mh ”m 1
The Temple Beau (1720), II, 11, 111, iv he lorks
2}‘-'- w E;ﬁlﬁ BEy £8Ge, Yole I: ! ’ ’ ’ L
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18 suseutiully a ridiculous ochersoter apd his expericnces in
this episode were desigued to evoke laughter, not gymapathy.
"Rvery Joke ox & gourtier's not peyiug his debis is sure to
receive s thuniering apyplavee from the pit and gallerles,"
wrote #iuldling in 1746,°
a similar regeption for the spectadle of & besu's cenwfumt
treatment oi his oreditors,®

and he may have oxpeeied, iu 1730,

Indebteduess leads to far more serious gonsequences
when the same sitation arises in Zhe dodorn Husband. Hard-
presaed by his ereditors, dr, dodern adopts an cdious ox~
pedient to esdape the debtors' prison, selling hiu wife, &
charagter soarcaly wmore adanirsble thao he, to & rich lord.'
idodern's debts, however, are but incidental %o the ceniral
theme of the playe. Gtating 1n s preface his inteution "to
inetruct and mend mmm.'@ Pleldin; attsoked a particularly

unplessant praetice among fashionadle people, that of the

6 she Trw Fatriot, Ho. £8, 9ps 8it., Vols VIII,

6 That Fielding had sny aymputhy for the finsncial
di ffioulties of men such as wilding 1 exceedingly doubtfulj
in subsequent articles he frequently attacked tho wanton ox-
travagance that led so meny finto uebt, Grcu.‘nj. ait., I, 78,
bolieves Fleldins was holding wilding up to ri 1e, for the
playwright "had nothing but covteapt for besus ip gencral,™

7 .
The ern Husdand (17&2), I, v, The jorks of Henry
5lelding , o Vot Jpplend ’
8 vwprefase,” sbid.
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traffig by huohands in their wives' charms.

4 more sgympathetis and inmportant treatment of debtors
is given in The Intriguing Chembermeid. Muoh of the aotion
ocepters in the hero's debts whioh, with the ald of the "ine

triguing chemderms id,” Valentine cndesvors to keep from hia
father's knomledge. The youthful spendthrift is esonstantly
harassed by dunning oreaitors who threaten him with the spong~
ing house ard the debtors' prison; dut thelr threats rove
enpty when = balliff, with a warrsnt for Velentine's arrest,
is driven off in a manner similar to that employed in The
Tenple Besu.? Unlike tho esrlier cowedy, however, the matter
does not end here, for the hero ie finally called upon to
ascount for hias dehte., He s Jjudped blamel ocss bessuse the
souree of his distress is not prodigality, but unfortunate
aswociation with "gentlemen of quality,” who led the innocent
jouth ioto extravegant expenditures, only to desert him when
his money was gore. “he prevalling farciesl tone of tie play
is temporarily suspended, in the censure of thoee gentiemsn
who gloat at the alstress of thely former friend: “ismp mel
there's a pleasure in ruining these little meohanios)l raseamla,

when thoey presume to rival the cxtravagant expenses of us men

o :&n_._x%ams%s nambermaid, I, 1, vi; 1I, 11§, ivs
2 2, X )
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exslaims, "That evar such pledblan secoundrels, who are odbliged
to pay thelr dedts, should presume to engsze with us men of
quality, who are nut!"lo Since he was the innosent viatin
of such unserupulous éharaetara, Valentine 1o resdily fore
given by his father, with the gentle warning, "let the aisery
you so narrowly escared from your formey extrawagance bo a
warning to you for the mtnro.“u

Talentine's sotions and subsequont Aiffioulties are ro-
markably similar to those of the™femple Beaus, Yet Flelding
in no way ridicules Valentine as he 414 Wilding; indeed, his
attitude toward the youthful dedtor in The Intripulps Chanmberw
mald seems to be one of talerange, 1f not of gympathy., Uhen
he wrote this play Floldinz was poseidly more fémiliar with

the caumes of fimarcinl distrecs amornr one seotion of the
middle olasas than he had beon when he first arrived ln London,
In later works, where the subdject is more fully snd seriously
treated, he deslared that the subversive example set by the
ostentatious rioh oo people of modorats mesns was direotly reoe
sponsidble for a large mumber of :nglish debtors., The ajppearande

10 op. att., II, viit.

i1 bide, 1I, xe This play, an adaptation from Reynand,
was freely revised hy Fleldimg to suit his owpn needs, and the
above eylsodo may represent his own views on en important
ouuse of finanoial distress emong the middle elaas,
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of sugh debtors in his early plays say be attriduted more to
the theme of those gomedles than to any Peoifie sooiasl intere
est on the part of the writer, bBut if Fielding did mot feel
any oonvern for debtors at this early stage in his career, he
was at least familiar with the indebtednoss of one class of
perscus, and, as 1s suggested by passeges in The Intriguing
Chambermald, he had definite oplnions on the sourse of their
finsncisl difiioculties.

The third way ia whieh dedt is frequently mentioned in
the plays is in desori tions of indigent authors, These chare
agters appear im The suthor's jarcs, the Covent-Garden Tregedy,
Burydice Hisu'd, and papguin, and are also mentioned in
several of his early poems. Typleal of tnis oless is Harry
Luckless, an impoverished playwright im Ths iuthor's Farse,
whose door has been "almost Deat down with duu.'?u His
dedts, and partioularly those owed to his lsndlady, are the
subject 0f several ocomic eplucdes in the éarly part of the
play. Similar finapeial diffieulties are attriduted to all
mombers of his profession,’® whieh might Laply that Flelding's
own sxperiences were refleoted in those of Luckless., On this

12 7ne sutuor's garee (1720), I, i1, torks, Vol. I.

18 1y o9 I, ¥3 Lucskless: "¢ » o s0ribbling is as
impossidle to cure as the gout,"
Witmore: "iAnd as sure & sign of poverty as the
gﬁt of riches,"” 4 similar sentiment occurs in a song, II,
L
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point Oross belleves, "It would be golng much too far to
identify Harry Luokless with Harry Flelding. No farce ean
be in any true asense sutobiographical.”  He sdmits, hommar.‘
. that Flelding probably used some inoldents from his early.
11fe on occasion, though exaggerting them for comio ottut.l‘
The starvipng author, move or less & conveniional ocharaoter in
eighteenth century literature, was frequently used for oomic
effect, but nelither comedy mor dramstio eormmﬁian seom ade~
quate explapation for Fislding's frequent use of this figure,
He refers to one playwright, whose "limbs are in durance and
hola,"w to another who "ruse away snd lesves all his debte
napnti."m and mentions a8 third, arrested for debt on his way

17

to the play~house, Theti, in a more obviously autobiograph~-

joal vein, he draws a picture, probably exsggerated, of hime
sol L dwelling in & garret, his doors buaisod by baintra.m
To aredit these references solely to dramatia conven tion would
be to ilopugh flelding's coreative ability; rather, theiy fre-

quendy mggests that he was not ummoved by the finaneisl

14 Cross, op. 8it., I, 8.

15 The Luthor's Fares, II, 1ii.

16 7ne govent-Garden lpagedy (1742), I, i, Works, Vol. II.

4
fasquin (1736), I, 1; Yorks, Vol. III.

18 This desoription oecurs in the poem dediested "To the

Right Honmourable Sir Robert Walpole (Now HZarl of Oxford)” (1'730),

W&X’ll, ‘I. 184«186,
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diatreass of his fellow~-writers, distress suoh as he may hime
80l f have experisnsed, In his later warka,u Fieldinz proe-
fesaed agompassion for indigent artists; possidly something
of tha same fealing found its way into his plays.

Thess sxamples 1llustrate the three ways in which dedt
most frequently appears in Flel.ilng’®s early plays, in addi-~
tion, oocasional other insitances oocur when varlious aspeots
of imprisonment for debt are mentioned: the sponglng-house

is exposed, zmong other evils, in The Justice Caught in His -

ggg;gQ brief reference 1s made iu two other plays %o the
eounditions under whioh snglish prisons are ayemted.m His
repeated meption of the subjest would seem to indicate that
Fleldin:y had 2 moro thag ¢casuml interest in dedt., This ip=-
ferense gains aeredenoe from evidenoe in two other plays,
Tom Thumb and Pasquin, where Jebt 1s trested in a manner wme-
what more signiflicant tham in the pressding examples,

Zom Thumb, ons of Flelding's most popular plsys, is
8 parody of the heroic drama which 11 ourished in his day,

39 e Champion, ¥obruary 16, 176v/40 (infra); "of

frue Greatneass, (inira).
20 me Coffee Kouss £olitioians or, the éusuco Ca
in iHis Own Trap Js 111, Ve ﬁ ks, 51. st

21
: fhe Miser (1783), IV, xi; V, xii. works, Vol. Il
Dot guixote in Zngland (1?54).'1. 21 ’ %‘lor;:a Vol. Iil.
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Because of its restricted purpose, the comedy does not touch
upon practiocal matters, exespt in one epispde involving
dedbtors. The second aet opens with the unsuscessful attemps
of 2 dailiff and his follower to sesure the person of Noodle,
a ocourtier, These two representatives of a despised profes-
sion hope to surprise their vietim, "to lay arresting hands
upon hls baek, and drag him trembling to the spunging-~house,”
vhere they will "spunge upon him.">° They sre thwarted by
Boodle's oemganién. Tem Thumb, who saves his friend by slay-
ing the beiliff and his follower, orying:

"hus perish all the bailiffs in the land,

Till Debtors at noon~day shall walk the streets,

And no one fesr a bsiliff or his wris,2®

The purposs of thils episode was to arouse laughter; the

"Pragady of Tragedies" owed much of 1ts success to its violent
agtion and few scenes are more viglent than Tom Thumb's ime
petuous sluughter of the bdbailiffs, But though obviously
ridioulous oharaoters, the bailiffs eoustitute, with the Xarson,
the oniy real charagtars in the play; ths others are all stoek
figures, common in heroile tragaéy.24 And furthermore, in this

eomedy whion 1s far resoved from the ooncerns of everyday life,

and Desth o

Trmm

82 . ‘
The Trage Tragedies: or The
mmm%&a -oTL%!“T‘».' » L. Jorks,

%8 Ibide, 1, ids

24 7on thumh, ed. J. Ts Hillhouse (New Haves, 1918),
Preface, pPe Sl
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Flelding saw fit to mention the prosale matter of dedt not

once, but twisce, ihen Tom Thumb suppresses 2 rebellion, the

grateful king, in an outburst of philanthropic seal, commands;
Open the prisons, set the wretoched free,

And bid our treasurer d4i sburse six pounds
To pay tholr debts o o o o828

Flelilmg's purpose in lom Thumb was to ridioule heroie
tragedy. His refercpces to bailiffs, spoogiug nouses, and
debtors' prisopns appesr extraneous to this purpose, and thelr
preseine in the play suggesis some uegrev ol interest ip the
misfortunes of debtors.

Io Pasquin sieliing Zor the Iirst time openly censured
tho law econceming the ilmprisonment of debtors. 7The passuge
oscurs in that part or the play devoted to an attaok upon
Boglish legal oustoms, aeen Common-Seuse, whu cumes O
Bogland to supplant the rule of (ueen Ignoramse, CXpresses
t0 Law her disapproval or corﬁain laws operative in that
gountirye.

I have hoaxd « « « that « « »

Men unsble to discharge their debts,

At a short warpity being sued for them,

Have, with doth power and will their debte ¢t may,
Lain all thelr lives iu prison for thelr costa,

Law hastens to enlighten her with the true state of affairs;

28 7om Thumb, 11I, X.
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That may perhaps be same poor person's ease,
To0 mean to entertaln your royal ear,
But the (ueen disagrees.

My lord, while I am Gueen, I shall not thipk
One map too mean, or poor to be redress'd.

Unfortunately, before her humanitarianisa ean de put into
effect, JQuesn Common-Sense falla before . ueen Ignorance, who
presumably perpetustes the country's time-honored customs,

This episode 1is not irrelevant comedy, but one aa-
pect of Fielding's satire on law, to whieh the latter part
of Pasquin 1s devoted, His attitude toward the imprisonment
of debtors is clearly one of condemnation, and slizht though
his eensure of the praetice may be, it implies a defipite
opinion on the subjeot. The expression of this opinion soems
to ipdieate that by 1756, if not before, Fielding was actively
intereated in the plight of debtors,

Flelding's activity as a dramatist was abruptly halted
" when his theater was olosed by the Licensing sot of 1737.27
This iot marke the end of his early dramatic ocareer, tut be-
fore esonsidering his other work, a summary may be made of the
treatment of debt in the plays up to this period,

26 pa uin tie Latire the Times (1726)
Iv, 1. ‘ﬁa%r 5, o 28 2e )

Gronu. %Lg I, 835, Fielding's attacks on the
xiniatry, espoeiagfy E%' i turioal Hegister for the Year
736, were the cause of
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By 1747 Flelding had produced twenty-one pla,ys.88 of

these, eleven dontain falirly definite references to dedt, and
in four more, debt oocours in incidental figures of speeeh,
After 1741, he wrote two more plays, snd had a small part in
the writing of another. Debt iz only casuslly referred to in
two of these, but ip his last play, The Good Batured Mem, pudbe
lished posthumously, the topie receives signifloant n-ntioa.ga
In one mapner or another, therefore, debt figures in eighteen
of the twanty-four plays ascribed to Flelding.

These references to debt im the plays oeocur prineipally
i1n FPlelding's portrayal of London sooial life, and in his
representation of indigent playwrights. GCeldom does debdt
figure prominently in the plays; rather, it appeers in fig-
ures of speech, and in ipnoidental remarks of characters, and

vaeasionally forms the basis for short oomic sesnes, Ekut in

one play, IThe Intricuiny Chambermaid, the plot 1s based uponm
the haero's debts. For the most part, since its ogcurrense
is in comedy, faree, and satire, the subjest of debt 1is not
genarally treated seriously. Balliffs, frequeatly appear
on the seene meraly for the purpose of being chased off, or

28 pot all these plays were wholly Flelding's; two
were free translations from Molidre, another, an adaptation
Lrom iiegnard,

29 This play, written probably in 1742, is considered
below.
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killed; dums snd oreditora are presented in a ridloulous
light, and are often utterly disregarded by their debtors.
likewise, the figure of the impoverished playwright may

have boen utilized largely for the purpose of somedy. But
ocoasionally, debt is regsrded more seriously, as in Pasquin,
where Flelding, satirizing law in gencral, gives eri tical
attontion to the debtoras® law in particular;

Aside from the dramatic purpose which they serve, the
reforences indicate that Flelding was more or less familiar
with practically every aspeoct of imprisomsent for debt. As
early as his first play, the subjeot is mentioned; duns and
ereditors a.pear in the seaond oomedy} dailiffs, shortly after,
end 1n 1ls ter plays the drammtist dlisplayed some knowledge of
sponging houses and debtors' prisons., But something more thab
mere familiarity with the situation sesms lndloated by his
treatment of the topile., PFis refercnees to debt are remarke
atly frequent, appearing in some instances where the subjeot
is scarcely relcvant to his dramatie theme. Conaldored sepe
arataly, they may have little significance, bu’ together,
their numbder seecms too grezt to attribute solely to dramatie
gontrivanee or to coinsidemse. If to these references is
added the oritical attitude toward the debtors' law, manifested
in Pasguin, the result secms to warrant the oconolusion that,
by the ond of his early dramatio ocareer, Fieldinz had an active
interest in the ocondition of the ZEnglish debtor. It is this
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interest whioh might well have motivated his subsequent attempts
to alleviato the wide-spread suffering caused by the imprisone
went of debtors,

L L] » L] ] L L]

After the Lioensing Aot o0losed the theatre to him,
flelding turned to Journalism, editing and writing articles
for the Champion from 1739 until 1741. His contributions to
this Journel included political artiocles and moral amd social
ossays, In the lattoer, the subjeet of charity is a resurring
theme and serves 1n two essays as the basis for Fleldimg's
most signlficant statements about the treatment ol debtors.
The virtue 0i ocharity was an integral part of Fielding's
philosophy, &8 philosophy whieh parallels, as has been briefly
pointed out, {tho cighteenth century dootrine of bencvoleuse,
Acoording to Shis ethical theory, charity inocluded the ¢om-
passionate seutiments whioh prompted man to good deeds, as
well ag the deeds themselves. Flelding's less elaborate
doetrine of "good-nature” similarly postulated both a feeling
of sympathy for the distress of others and an asotive desire
to relieve the unfortunste. The application of these two
principles t. the plight of debtors was pointed out in two
sonsegutive papers publisbed in the Champion, February six~
tesnth and nineteenth, 1789/40.

In the first of these two articles, Flelding deslared
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that the amiable eharaeteristiec of the present age

13 oharity « « ¢ « This virtue hath shone forth '
brighter in our time, than at any period which I
remember in our annals., Sinoce, tierefore, so noble &
spirit is raised among us, ever; man must wish to see
it conduwoted in a manner whioh may rencer it as extenw
sively bencflieial as possible, to whioh purpose I shall
likewise throw ip my mite of charity . « » by the helg
of whioch, I shall endesvour to point out the properes
objests, as they appear to me, of this virtue.80

The proper objeots of eharity are not beggars; these in Fiolde
ing's opinion, deserve punishment more than roliox.SI Hia colt=
cern is for thos whosa distresses are less apparent and who
seldom foeaivu charitable aid., Flelding copsiders these
persons under five elaaaifieatians, traeing their misfortunes
"from the first distress in thelr eiroumstances, to a gaol,
the last and most miserabdble or‘all human Oﬂllmiﬁitl.”ag

20 png ghamplom, February 16 1729/40, The Werks of
Henry ¥ieldlng, E#q ﬁ""""”.. od. Leslie Stephen (Londof, 18BZ], VeI, V.

%1 The explanation for Flelding's exolusion of beggars
may psrhaps be found in a later work, Au Enqulr 1ato $he

Causes of the lLate Insrease oz bbers &6 ome Proposals

Tor Remedying §rem “wid %n moh tnc *rau Telgn:

;¥uta are ‘aga %,a s aqa .. ?he ﬁurks of Heary
ed., JaMOS owhe (Lonaon{ wvi) T, 401308,

His ox»orienoo: a8 & magistrate led him to tha uanelaa&on that
many beggars were impostors; the blind who outran their dogs
when pursued by pease officers, the lame who used their
eruteches as weapons whenever the occasion arose., iielding
differentiated sharply between the able-bodied poor who were
not willing to work and those who were; the latter, he stated
in this pamphlet, were fully deservimg of private philanthrophy.

o8

The Champiom, February 19, 1739/40.
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The first olass includies those peraona of moderate
eirsumstances who have "by following their superiors iatﬂ
luxury, in order to support, as they oall it, figures of
gentlemen, reduced themsslves to distress and poverty.”
Included 1a this group might be those charsoters in Fielding's
Plays whose assoeiation with "people of fashion" brought them
to disaster. Particularly appliecable seems the example in
Ihe Intriguipg Chambermaid, of the hero, reiused to distress
through emulation of the extravagance of his superiors, and
saved from poverty only by the benevolence of his father, who
practiged the charity Fleliimg hers advoocates,

The second ¢lass of persons deserving ald are "aueh
younger brothers, sons, 0olla teral relations apu persons une
happily of the same name with those who have wiokedly and
foolishly opposed the memsures of & minister," and by virtue
of this "bave, with great adbilities, deen refused those proe
visions ¢ivil and military, whioch seem tc have been intended
only for th-m."“

83 1v14a,, pedruary 16, 1759/40.

o4 Loo, 6it, The misfortunes of this class, seemingly
the least Tmportant of the five here disoussed are again men~
tioma 1o 8 later work, A Journay ¥rom Ihis World to the Next,

o ¢d, James P, Brown 'U.?iﬁ s Buggesting

ummg was a8 consistent witb rugard to the objeetives
of charity as he was persistent in advocating the prsetice of
the virtue,
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In the third group #ielding plages all persons who
have through misfortune been reduced from "afflueney to want,
and having long tasted the sweets, are, without any faults
of their own, obliged to ocxperienee the bitterest potions of
11!0.“35 Since this elassification, no less than the one
nmo&lw, obviously excludes all pelrsons of moderate ¢ir-
oumstanse, it might seem that Plelding's aympathies lay
largely with the finsncial distress of the upper classes.
This impression is dispelled by the subsequent categories
of persons deserving aid.

The fourth obJjeot of charity eonsiasts of those "who,
for want of reputation, friends or money, may apply them~
selves in vain with great industry and ability to any art or
soiomc."“ The designation recalls the indigenti writers
frequently mentlioned in Flelding's plays and poems where they
were generslly deploted as comic rather than pathetio figures.
Here, however, he views their plight seriously, sand decams it
worthy of charitable aid. The popular writers and artists
of his time were not generally persons of positlon and raunkj
nor were those whom he puts in the fifth and last group:

Lastly, and perhaps ohiefly, such as sometimes by

%5 1psd.
%6 rpia.
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inadvertenoy, @ netimes by misfortunes, and some~
timea by the noulust aots of friendship, and through
the rapaciousness, impatiense, and unmercifulneas

of areditors, more savage than wolves, and the impioua
severity of our lawa, are amtohed away from thelir
poor families, from the little comforts of the eon-
versation of thelr ralations and aequaintances, from
a8 possibility of employing their faculties for the
_service of themselves, their wives or thelr ehildren,
from the benefit of wholesome air Lu oommon with the
brute creation; stript of all the poor, litile sup~-
ports of wretohedness, anid even that last and great=-
eat, hope itself, and carried to the dungmsona where
no conveniensy of life is to be had, where even the
nesessaries of it are dearer than the econveniences
elsewhere, where they are sonfined together with the
vileat eriminals, who are indeed much happier, as a
Judge is shortly to deliver them either to liberty, 27
or what iz beiter than their dungeon, to the gallowa,

Flelding's eondemnation of debtors' prisons rests up-
on the asswnption that the inmates ayre by no mesns wholly
responsible for their misfortunes., His attitude is olearly
blased in favor of the debtor; mowhere does he imply that
something might be sald on the areditor’s behalf, He censures
the rich for flaunting their wealth and the tradesmen for '\
their leck of humanity; the impulases that lead men to debt
and to prison he attributes to generous motives, But while
the wvalidity of Fielding's argument is questiopable, the
sinoerity of his purpose is not. Thoroughly aroused by the
injustice of this situation, he suggeats a rather extreme

relief measure, saying that some readers might wonder

14 Ibid.,



whether I would raise & fund lorge cnowh to pay

off the debt of the mztion, or whether I would

impoverish sll the rieh o enrich the poort I .

OWh . + o L have a2 fund in view for that purpose,

ané oould hesrtily wis: to see a lesw, by whi:z' glld

ili-gotten estates should be applied to 80 good an

end; and indeed, this would be no more than a lex

talonie, to make these catates repair, ip thelT &is-

golution, the misehiefs they have occasioned in their

ereation; and to coonvert a fund, whieh hath been amuzssed

by preyinc ow the miaeg%e& of mankind to the relief of

those niseries « » + »
His indigpstion subsidins sosewhat, Fielding corneludes on o
less vituperativie note: "Jut however desirable such a law
would be, a8 1t wlll scarce pass this sessions, or perhaps
the next, aund ss (belug coercive) it doth not fall under the
head of charity, I shall say no more of 1t."59

In the next pumber of the Chempion, PFlelding returns

to the sawe subjeot, Here hleg purpose is to ludieate to
favorshly disposed people the most efficient methow of em-
ploying thely eharity. 7The shie! scurce of ooptemporary
distross he attributed to the recent increase iu iuxury in
ingland and the subsequent attemnpt of & great many persons
to aflect sppesrantes beyond their means; zuch sulfering
eould be eliminated, Fleldinpg states, if the wealthy dlsplayed
their posscssione less ostentatiously. He then advances pragw

tiesl remediss for esch type of distress, as outlined in the

&
o &
(el L
&
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preceding issue of this Jjournal; the most detailed conajder-
ation he devotes to

men in the 1last and . greatest of distresses, whieh
oap arise from oi raumatances, or which it is in tho
power of charity to relleve, I mean those wretcheas who
are in gaol for debts whioch they eannot pay. There i»s
not, perhaps, & more shooking refleetion than that of

the numbers who sre esoufined on this agoount, in sll
manoer of misery in the several gaols of this kingdomg
sad more, I believe, than are to de Ioggd on the same
occasion in all the prisons in EKEurope. How agreeable
the making of such numbers of sudjeets not only useless
to, but a burden on the community, may be to a wise or
polite mation, or the inflicting of such misery on so
many sometimes for no offense, may be to & humane or &
Christian people, I will not iotarm&ne. The wisdom and
goouness of our common law suffered this only in cases

of violent trespasses, or for dedts due to the k;nio til1l
the devil found mesans, by alow degrees and several™™ stat-
utea, whieh gave this satisfaotion, as it is ealled,
first in aoccount, afterwards in dedt, Ac,., to introduce
this prototype of hell more generally; and it is the same
infernal spirit, who, in one of our law-books®t mpeaks
through the mouth of a good servant of his, & Judge in

o9 This assumption was verified by the investigations
of Howard {(eirea 1780).

40 Here Fleldiong inserts s footnote; "Marid. cap. 23,
Westm. 2 oap. 11, £6 Bde 3 oap."”

41 Flelding's sesond footnote at this point reads,
PRlowd. Com,” These two references indicate that before
preparing this article, the author had taken the troudle to
asoertain the origin and development of the law eonoeroing
imprisonment for debt, JFlelding's implicstion of the il-
legality of this praotice were borne cut by a later writer,
Benjamin ¥, Washer, "Imprisonment for Debt,” The Green
(1698), VII, 412, who wrote that "Imprisonment Ior debt im
.England « « + 0ffers a striking example of the Jjudielal usur-
pation; of the courts taking unto themselves author ity une
warranted by law, and asserting a power neither vested by
statube nor sanctioned by poliey.”
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Queen Eligabeth's reign, who eaggarcs a man in gaol
t0 a besset in the pound o « ¢ o

After desoribing the sonditions faced by debtors in
prison, he next considers the law, whioh puts "in thonpouor
of every proud, 1illenatured, arué&. rapagious ereditor to

satisfy his revenge, his malice, or his avarice thia way on

any person who owes him a few shillings more than he ¢an pay.b43

Although this law is at present in effest, Fieldin: warns

let a8 Christisn take care  how he uses it, ‘apd -
remember that &8s surely as us Iorgives not his neighe
bouyr his trespasses, so surely will his Father in
heaven deny to forgive him hisj; nor do I know any
erime in this world whioh can appear to a finite underw
standing to deserve infinite punishment so much as that
cursed and ranoorous disposition whiech oould bring &
man to oause the destruction of a family, or the son~
finement of a human creature in misery during his life,
for any debt whatever, unless the ocontracting 2{ it be
attenied with great eiroumstances of villainy.

The artiocle cuds with an appeal for the reformation of the law,
"Sure 1 am,” Flelding declares, "that no age ever called so
loudly for it as the present, when we must shortly make either
an alteration in our law herein, or a very large on in our

gaols, ndl

‘8‘232 Champion, Febrwry 19, 1759/40,.
43 xuxg.

4 14,

45 Ibid,.
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These essays ouvntain Fielding's most emphatio statement
of his attitude toward the practice of imprisoning men for
their debts, uotivated by the primeiples of "good-nature,”
he evinced soncera for the finanoial misfortunes suffered
by persons of various elassea; but it was for those who were
astually imprisoned for debt that he expressed his deepest
compaiaion. His protest against téoir treztment was based
upon an awareness of contemporary prison eonditl ons, upon the
bellef that most debtors were innocent of any save the noblest
intentions, and upon & conviotion that the laws were not only
unnecessarily severs, but illegal as well., &Several of the
ideas embodied in these articles were touched upon iu his
earlier writing; particulsrly do the references in two plays,
Pasguin and Tom Thumb, seem to foreshadow something of the
strong interest sielding here expresses in this social ;roblem.
But whether or not the genesis of these 1decas lies back in his
earlier literary period, it is certain that by the middle of
his career, in 1940, Flel:iing had definite and sinoere eonvig-
tions coneerning the treatment received by ingzlish debtors.

Although he stressed tho need for legal reformation, he
was probdably too well aware of the temper of his age to expest
any immediate revision of the law, Righteenth eentury England
was not poted for its humanitarian legislation, and Flelding,
in 411 repute with the Walpole ministry, was scarcely the man
to effeat any suoh drastio ohange. But although he left the
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task of aetual reformation to future legislators, he was not
sontent to let the matter drop there; while the severe laws
remained unohanged, some good eould be done through ocharity,
And 1t is the praotice of charity which was Flelding's tempo~
rary solution for the plight of ingland’'s debiors. Relying
upon the bencvolence or "good-nature" of others, he sought
the aid of private philanthropy for the thousands who suflfered
in debtors' prisons. This he did in many of his subsequent
works by ¢alling attention to the plight of debtors and their
families, by persistently advoouting a more genersl praetice
of oharity, by pleading for a greater lenieney on the part of
ereditors, warning them that harsh treatuent of one's debtors

was inoompatible with the spirit of Christian morality.

L] ] < . . [ ] *

The next expression of these 1deas oocourred in The

History of the Adventures of Joseph Andrews, aud of his Friemd

Mr. Abrahem Adams, Fielding's first novel, published in 1742,

Originally intenied as a burlesque of Richardson's }amela,
this novel is less didaetioc ip spirit thah msny of Flelding's
works, 4lthough the nature and the initial purpose of the
novel would searcely suggest the presence of the author's
sosisl and moral opinions, he does ex. ress his attitude toward
debtors 1ip one episode which has seemingly little eonneotion
.with the novel's main line of aetion. This episode, "Wilson's



Story,"” ooncerns the autoblography of a person whom Joseph
andrews und rarson sdams meet duriung the courae of their
travels. Desoribing his early years in Lomdon, Wllson re-
lates that he lived beyond his means and was soon brought
to distress through his debts. A4 tailor, although aware that
#ilson would pay if he were able, resolved to oast his client
into prison, At this poimt ig the story, Farson idsms inter~
rupts to exolaim;
How ean such a wretoh repeat the Lord's prayer;

where the word, whioh i{s trandlated, I know not for

wiat reason, trespasses, is in the original debtsl

idnd as surely as we do not forgive others their debts,

when they sre vpable %o pay them, s8¢ surely shill we
ourselves be unforgiven, when we are in no oondition

of paying.$6
Contipuing his story, Wilson tells them that his ored-

itor pleseed the debt in the hands of a bailiff who gained
access to Wilsoun's rooms by disgulsing himself as a womad.
The bailliff arrested Wilson, and after the usual period in
the sponging house, took him to prison,

where, as. I had not ' money sufficient to procure

me-n separate apartdbnt, I was orowded in with a great

number of miserable wretehes, in common with whom I was

destitute of every conveniemse of 1life, even that whieh

all brutes enjoy, wholesome 8ir « « o« ¢« I languished

in a oondition %oo horridble to be desoridbed, and whieh,
in a land of humanity, and what is more, Christianity,

46

The History of the idventures of Joseph Anirews, a
of his ¥riend Mr, ibraham Adsms, 111, 111, Works, ed. o:t;.qs
Vole Ve —




seems 2 strange pneiahmnt for a little inmadvertenay
and indiseretion.$

Whether through eoinoidence or express purpose, this passsge
repeats what Fielding had previously written eonocerning the
punishment of debtors., The similarity of the two views is
mde more apparent dy almost identical wording. while
Wilson's adventures were undoubtedly entertaining, bdoth to
his guueaan@d to Flelding's readers, the entire episode
seems to have no apparent relation to the plot of the novel,
4nd in particular, the pathetio passages deseridimg Wilmon's
finsncial distress, and his imprisonment are not in harmony
wi th tuelyrawiling comie tone of the atory, suggesting that
his experiences may have been designed less to entertain than
t0 instruot and enlighten Flclding's readers on a matter of
sonsiderable fmportance to the author,

Felding's opinions on the relief of debtors, as well
as his attitude on their imprisopment, appesr briefly im this
novel, Joseph iAndrews, on parceivipg the estate of a wealthy
man asks, "Now would pot one great aet of oharity ereate more
respect, as redeening a poor facily from all the miseries of
poverty « « o disoharging an undone debtor from his debis or
a gaol o + o1" 48

47 Joseph sndrews, III, 1ii.
48 joseph indrews, III, iif.
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Andrews' suggestions, ineidentally, are carried out
by Bomsour, in the Good-Batur'd Man, & play written in the
same year as Joseph Apdrewg, but published posthumously.
Among the charitadle aots aserided to Boncour are relief of

the poor, lending money without sesurity , and liberation of
debtors from priaon;“ astions whish are, in effeot, a drama-
tization of the definition Fielding made two years earlier
of "good-nature."

Several of the idess expressed in the Champion are
also restated in aneth;r work published in 1743, entitled
Ihe Misoellanies., Ip this volume appeared Flelding's oole

lested poems and two satires, 4 Journey JFrom This iorld Yo
the Next, and The Life of Mr, Jonathap iild the Great. There

are refercnces in some of the poems to debtors in genersl and
to the nisfortunes of indigent authors in partiaular,so but
the subjeot iz for the most part dut lightly touched upon.
The satires, however, oontain more significapt material; in
the first, Flelding sets forth, onece again, his eonvietions
eonoerning philanthropy; in the sesond he gives a vivid and
detailed piloture of the treastment of debtors doth in and out

49 e Fsth%r!; o %9_ Good Hatur'd Man, & Comedy, IV,

iv. ¥orks, ed. oit,.,

5o "o the Right Honourable Sir Robert Walpole (low
Earl of Oxford,” ™Of True Greatness; in Bpistle to the Right
Honourable George Dodington, Esgquire;" "0Of Good-Nature; To
His Graece the Duke of Richmond.” WNorks, ed. eit., Vol. I,



of prison.

The satirie fantasmy, 4 Journey ¥rom This World to the
Hext, is an account by an "apnounymous suthor™ of his visit
after death to the other world, Minos, who Quardn the gates
of Elysium, assures the new arrivals from earth that "no man

& BEaeh psrson who seoks

enters that gate without eharity.”
entry 1s required to present his qualificationa to the gate-
keeper. A writer requests admittance desause his dramatie
works have docne mush good in enoouraging virtue and punishing
vice. Considering this insufficlient recommendation, Minos
refuses to let him pass, until the writer mentions that he
had once "lent the whole profits of a bencfit night to a
friend, and by that means had saved him and his family from
destruction.” At$ this, iinos admits him inltantxy.sz An~-
other, who was hanged after necessity had foreed him to steal
eighteen ponce, said that he had been a good husband, and a
kind father, "and that he had ruined himself by being bail
for his Irion&. A% whioh words the gate opened, and iinos
bid him enter, giving him a slap on the baok as he passed
hy.”“a This once charitadble act more than atoned for the

erime for which the man was exesuted, and no eandidate

6l , Journey From This World to the Next, Works, ed.

!b&ﬁt. Phe 868=70,
5% 1p1d., pe 370.
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reseived quicker admission to the abode of the blessed, Finally,.
the anonymous author presents his qualifications for entry, con-
fossing that he had been profligate in his youth, "but had never
done an imjury to any man living, nor avoided anm oppertunity

for doing good; that I pretended to very little virtue more

than general philanthropy and private trioadahia."a‘

To & eertain exteat, this deseription might be eonsidered
Flelding's estimate of his own oharaeteyr. His oontemporaries
zrtqaontly stressed his profligaey while forgetting his "general
philanthrony."aa But whether or not there is an autobiographe
ieal element ia this passage, the whole episode does again
express Flelding's oonvietions about the relief of the finan-
eially distressed. Hinos' astatement, that only the oharitadle
can gain admission to Elysium, may seem exaggerateu, but in
utrost seriocusness Fielding had earlier stated that as one

"forgives not his neighbor his trespasses, o surely will his

54 1p14d., p. 373,

‘ B5 yielding's later bdiographers are in genoral aenara
esonserning his philanthropy. G. M. Godden, Henry Fieldinog,
unmoir (Bew York, 1909), D 2, says that "no man over more

prunohct and prnctien& the virtue of open-handed

cbarity. “¥Wilbwy Orosa giatoﬁg of Henyy rKlelding, II,
302303, -01 tos several ins mnoes when Fielding relieved the
finaneial diffioulties of others, and adds that hls eharitiea
nften ecx0eeded his means, Gerard Edward Jensen in "Notes,”
%Ef o i=Garden Journal {Bew anun 19156), 1X, 280, asserts

t lng was deeply 1utarextod n "two glorious dene-
!aotionl.“ & foundling hospital and a lying-in hospital,
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Father in heaven deny to forgive him htl."“

The other satire ineluded in The Miscellanies oontains
little mention of eharity, but cousiderable iuformation adbout
dedbtora. The Life of Kr. Jopathan Wild the Great, whieh os-
tenaldbly coneerns the rise andi fall of Jonathan Wild, the
notorious English "thief-taker,” has boen generally acoepted
88 8 satiric attaok on the prime miuister, Sir Robert walpole.
The story ~“relates Wild's long and vieious career, his rise
to eminence through betrayal of his fellow-oriminale, his
eventual downfall, and his death on the gallows. Throughout
the satire the author sssumes ap ironie attitude toward worlde
ly success, representing vice as the path to greatness, and
virtue &as the rosd to failure, Thus ¥ild, through e¢onsummate
villainy, aonieves oonapiouocus triuvmphs, while Heartfree, &
thoroughly good man, meets only with misfortune and iz reduced
by his very virtuea to disaster and the debtors' prison. The
songept of "greatness,” or unserupulous acbition, was fre~
quently eontrasted by eighteenth century writers to the eon=
oept of goodness; ln this sstire Wild reopresents "greatness,”
Heartfree, "goodness,”™ and Flelulng'as vivid comparison of the
two moral attitudes gives an ethical, rather than a narrowly

politioal basis to Jonathan wilduﬁ?

66 | |
The Champion, February 19, 1739/40. JWorks, ed. oit.
&7

107 William Robert Irwin, The Making of Jonatham iild,
P .
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#¥rs, Meartfrae

prnet 2 sleenles: pi~ht in 4 o « oreat 3 onles

any horror ror tnc szbsence ol her husband « « o

In the mornin-, the children bein~ hrovrhit to her, the

eldest askeu, 'where desr iaps was?' 4t which she

could not refrain from vurstins luto tears, IThe

ohilurepn perceivin it, sald, 'lLon'v ory, Mamme; I am

suvre Lapa would mot stay azbrozd 16 he could hely it."!

4t these worda, she eaught the ehild iw her arme, and

tarowlng herself iots n oheir, In ap arony of nassion,

erisd out, ‘Ho, my enild; ugr shall 81l the malics of

hell keep us lony asunder.'6l

Heartfres's own distress is soute, -nd 1% Ls rosumably
not lessened when he is taken from the spopring house Lu the
debtors' prison. ifter 5 short residence ip Hewgste, he is
provisionally released, renulns the deoid on of the aoumission
on bapkrupteye. Dut at the moment when freedom secms assured,
wild fatricates 4 sharre of williul embez:zlem.nt sesaiunst hinm,
and, with the ald of one of Heartfrec's "most bitter and
severe creditors,” has him onoe 20sin committed to Fewente,
where ne is eventuaily Joined py wild.
Fleldlny gives ap enlicrhteninr nicture of Newzate, one

of the bevter known inglish crisons wileh housed both debtors
and oriminsls. He describes 1ln detail one oractice eomnon in

eizhteenth century prisons, "zarnish,” or the sxtraction of

61 jonsthap .ild, 1I, 1x. Fleldlns couments on tois
puthetic episode: Tihese are oeir-umstapces which we should
pot, for the amusemecnt of six or seven readers only, have in-
giuded, had they not serveu to show that there are weaknesses
in valgar life, to whion great minds are so entirday strangers,
that they have Lot oven anp 1des vl them + « & "



the cdvly o@elive ol Lue obory ure lald in the wosurling
Alle w0y, Where Jouno donuthan spooee nuey ol hils
time, beto.dn leavped 1o Lac wige of wiciednocte thut sccelore
ate hnie rise Lo famo. alceldiny's deseritdon ol too gponglug
nouwss lecludes o detsiled autouunt ol thae dilficuitics of
debtors goufluod ifu suen iluslituticus. Lusy had srvested 2
debtor, Count L& .use, who betuuse Lo was umsble to find
pail,
wig Obllged for sd:¢ time to resiue st . Laap's
house; for it seems that the law of the land is, that
wWildeVer owes aunothcer ten pounds, or iodesd two pounds,
may be, on the vath of that person, lawediately lLaken
Uy abd carried away Irom nis house 2w f«iul.&}. a
kept mbroad tili he is made to owe fift; youndis wihether
he will or wo; for which e is poraups slterwards
oblized to lic in gaol; and all thies without any trisal
had, or any oluer evidcase of the aebl than the adbove
said oath, whioh if unirue, 28 it oftem happens, Jou
nave uo rgglea;f sozinet the perjure 3 he whe, ;or*‘”ath,
mistuken.
It is pot in Count L& :use's defense that Fleloin momentare
ily forsskes irony, to speak openly on & weakness ln the lawg
the proedicament of this psrticulsr debtor arouses no pity,
but 1t does aflord slelcins an opportunity to generalize on
8 perlous dapger waleh faoeed sli dehtors.

with the appearsnce of Uosirtires, sicleiw eniarges

56 e Life¢ 04 4r. dopnathan wild tho Sreai, I, ive

Lie Loy 591.: I?.
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on tnose guwiltles wils  odlen lesy to liuwacol:al dlstresu,.
Beariiree wus

POSLBES0U 0L Beversd roat wishnecses of slndg

being pood-natured, friendly, ane geunerous tv & great

¢XCeBs. te lad londece wo litile re.ard (o eomasl

Justice, for e rad forgiveu soue debits t. his 86~

guaintange, owly, vedxuse the; could wol pay themy and

had entrustei a bsukrupt on hie setting up a second

time, frow bavia beur oouviceed Laxt he hewuw dealt

in his banaruntey with g faly suu bhonest heart, and

thet he buad broke throwh gisfortune ouly, swu notb

Lfrom megzleot or imposture.y

But sueh humspnlteriaer qualities d. not make Ior sutcess

in 4ild's world, anu later, robued by «ild, and nard-pressed
for money, Heartfree seeks ip vain to oolleot dobis owed hilm
by people of £aahion.60 Then, unable to s3atisfy his owh cred~
itors, he is arrested and taken from his home %0 ur. Snap's
house., irrest not only affecteu the debtor, but ais fLaaily
as well, a fact which kleldine nusd mepnticned briefly im the
Uhammpion; here, he glves more vivid lliustrution of the
misery encured by the debtor's wife and ohildrem. J.fter faiie

ins in her frantic sttenpls tu rocure her husband's rslease,

59 1vig., 11, L.

60 Fleluing's contempt fur “people ol fashion® was
evinced in sarller works; here il is again revealow in a clapm
ter entitled, "lome preoedents of letters, beinr the Jifferent
methods of answarinz a Jan.' dne “fun" is Heartiree, who
writes five oourteous letters to his clients, "“people of zreat
fashion,” seeking sume settlemcpt on their bills., He recoives
five eourtevus, but evasive souswors, eaoh customer adrolitly
evadinz :ls honeat debts,.
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tribute--in the form of money and olothes~-from all new ar-
rivals by the other prisoners, Garnish forms the basis of
%ild'e last triumph, when he successfully opposes the supre=-
maoy of "one Roger Johnson, a very GRZAT MAN, who had long
been at the head of all the rrigs [thieves] in Newgate, and
had raised contridbutions on thenms" During the conflict de-
tween Wild and Johnson, Hewgate is divided into two faoctionaj
and oddly emough, #leliing remarks, the debtors “who were
the destined plunder of both parties” interested themselves
"with the utmost violenoe, some on behslf of wild, and others
in xavoar of Johnson." ‘When Wild finally wins, he refuses
to share his plunder with the aobter- who had supported him,

They are discontented

until a very grave man, and one of much suthority
among them, bespake tham as follows; '~-that there
was no advantage in the struggle to them, for one
Prig ls as bad as another ., . +» «+ let us, therefore,
who are ecuflined here Ifor debt only, separate oure
selves entirely from the krigs; neither drink with
them, nor converse with them. Let us, st the same
tine, eoggrate ourselves farther !rom Frigglem
itsalf,!

The suggestion of this debtor embodies a plan which
John Howard, the foremost prison reformer of the sentury,

later gdvooatod a8 an extremely desirable prison reforme-

8 Jonathan nild, IV, 111,
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the separation of debtors from criainals.ea It is8 perhaps
too much to asoribe a similar resorm to r¥ieldiung; Jonathaa
#ild is primsrily & political satire, not ab essay oo prison
conditions, "and no one neeusd to dbe i.formed that the Irigs
were plage-hunters . . » and that the unfortune te debtors
wers the peopls who paid the haeavy taxaa."64 But whatever
his purpose, ificlding does show the ovils arising from the
promisouocus assoclation of debtors with orimipals. Toward
the end of the story, #ild's influence on the debtors so
sorrupted thelir morasls "thait they now spoke with the utumost
sontempt of . o+ & ﬁenesey."ss

Debtors figure prominently im this story, and one in

63 jonn Howard, The State of the PrisoDs o « + 4 Pe 23,
"Jebtors and felous should have wards tolally separate; the
peade, the clesnliness, the health and morals of the dedbtors
cannot be seoured otherwise,”

64 cross, The History of Henry Fleldime, I, 42Z0-424,
The allegory is not always 48 obvious as 1G a.pears here. 1In
dlsoussiong the confliot between Wild and Johnson, Cross states,
"But precisely what change in Mipietry the author had in mind
was left--puryosely, 1 thinke-«to gonjeeture,” His eonjesture
is that "+ « « by reversing the allegory in the Hewgate quarrel,
making Johnson stand for uWalpole and wild for Wilmipgton, the
soene oan be made to it the ohange in Ministry." This engen~
ious explamation seems to impute rather excessive subtlety to
Fialiing, and arocuses the suspicion that the allegoriocsl sig-
nifioance of the liewgate episodes may rest more in the mind of
the oeritieo thao in that of the author.

66 jonsthan #ild, IV, 1ii.
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partioular, Heartfree, has a rols secondary iu importanoe only

to that of wild. But since Jonzthan +iid 1s an ironio alliegory,

it would be unwise to attaoh too much sirnirticance tu whut ape-
pears on the surface, he sizuifieznce of the story lies in
what is implied, not 1o what 1ls expressed; the charaoters as
well as the incidents are subservient to the allegorical con-
trast between "greatness™ and "gooiness.” Yet while the
sponging house and the debtors' prison ma, represent something
-alse, irielding's selestion of these purticular lustistutlons,
which he had Iregueﬂtly and vigorously condenmed on several
previous oc¢oasions, seems more than mere colncidence., Horee
over, to illustrate "poodnes." he seleots 2 debtor, & man who
possesses all the virtues of "good-nature." ilelulnz shows a
preoccupation with the misfortunes of {eartiree and his lamily
which thelir role in the story starcely justifies. 4s the foil
and dupe of 4ild, Heartfree is obliged to suffcr some kind of
mi sfortune while the central charsoter triumphs; that indebt=
euness and the debtors' prison werc selected as his particular
fate may well imply that Filelding's preoccupation with his
allegory did not preclude the expression of his concerm for
the misfortunes of the finanoislly di stressed,

Io not 8ll his writings is Fielding's interest in debt-
ors as apparent as it is in the selcotions comprising The

Misoellanies. There is no mention of the subjeot in either

The True Fatriot or The Jacobite's Journals, politieal papers




for which F§lelding wrote from 17456 until 1748. The omission
is8 not unnatursl; sinee both journals were .robably subsidized
by the government.% Flelding's themes wa; have beon restricte
ed to the immediate politiesnl gquestions ol the day. But in
his best-known novel, ihe :llstory of ITom Jones, i ioundiing,
published in 1749, he agnin expresses ln various ways his
opinions on the unjust treatment of dehtcrs.

One manner in whioh these oyinions are stated in Tom
Jones is in figures of speeoh, reminiscent of those occurring

in his early plays. Thus

western behcld the deplorable dondition of his
daughter with no more eontrition or remorse than the
turnkey of lewgate feels on viewing the agopies of &
tender wife, when takling her last farewell of her oone
demned husband; or rather he looked down on her with
the same cnotions whieh arise in anlonest tradesman,
who sees his debtor draggeu %o prison ior tem pounds,
which though % Just debt, the wretch is wickedly un-
able to payeb

sdnother passage Gontaine this long simile;

As a ballift, when well autnorized by his writ,
having possessed himself of the person of some un-
happy debtor, views all his tears without ooncern;
in vain the tenier wife bereft of her eompanion,
the 1littloc prattling boy, or frightened girl, are
méntioned as induocemcnts {0 reludtance. The noble

66 cross, ibide, II, 264.

67 .
The History of Tom Jones, 4 ¥oundling, VI, i1,
Works, ed., Lesile o gphen, )




bum~trap, blind and de¢af to every oircumstance of
distress, greatly rises above ali motives t0 human-
ity, and ipto the hands of the gaoler resoves to
deliver his wniserable prey.bé
?he auvthor's atiitude on this subjeat is also iudicated by
suoh satirlo remsrks as that made when Tom Jones, after
borrowing fifty pounds from Lady Bellaston, decides (o 'de~
vote himgelf to her, from that great prineiple of Justiee,
by this the laws of some sountries oblige a debtor, who is
not otherwise sapable of discharging his debt, to besome the
glave of his orcditor."sg ‘

If these allusions sonvey any impression of levity,
it 1s soon dispelled by ¥lelding's obvious simerity when
disoussiog the same toyie in another passage. rartridge,
telling the story of nis life, says,

I owed two or three small debts, wnioh began to be
troublesocze to me, partioularly one whioh an attorney
brought up by law gharges from fifteen shillings to
neayr thirty pounds, and as I found all my usual means
of living had forsook ?3. I paoked up all as well as
I eould, and went off,

That the purpose of this inoident was to expose a certain
sorrupt practice sevms evident from the footnote Flelilng
appenda:

This 1s a fact whioh I knew happen to a poor

68 1p1a,, vII, 111,
%9 1pid., LIII, 1x.
70 vide, 4VIII, V1.
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olerzgyman in orsetshire, by the villany ol an attorney
who, not oontented with the exorbitent costs to which

the poor man was put by 8 single action, brought afterw
wards another action on the Jjudgment, as it was cslled.’d

Seldom in his fietion does Fielulilng's interest in dedtors ap-
pear as obviously as 1t does here, where he drops momentarily
the role of story teller to point out to his readers the legal
extortions inflisted upon debtors.

In addition %o Partridpe, other debtors appear in the
story. One 1s introduced in the "Tale of the Man of the Hill,"
an: eplsodic interlude similar to "Wilson's Tale" in Joseph
sndrews., 4s 8 youth, the "Man of the Hill" had found the
soeial life of Londop full of  itfalls for the umnwary; led into
debt by the inducements of a wealthier youth, he stole money
in an effort to satisfy his ereditors; for this orime he was
later arrested and inprisoncﬂ.78 The hero of the novel also
runs into debt while in London, and is dunned by tradesmen.
Jones' indebteiness, however, results not from profligaey, but
from his somewhat excesuive geRnerosity. So touched is he by
the pligt;t of the inderson family, ruined after posting ball
for a friend, that he readily a-ntributes to their relief ten
guineas which he can 111 afford to pert with, His landlady,

n Ibid., XVIII, vi.

72 rbid., VIII, .



deeply moved by sueh oharity, exclaims, "'Can there de an~
other so generous?' 'I hope, madam,' cries Jones, 'that
there are many whio have common humanity; for to relieve sueh
distress in our fellow ereatures ean hardly be oslled more%'"va
This is patently the ssme sttitude Flelidiny had urged in the
Champion, and though his hero accumulstes debts which he osn~
not pay, his condition is apparently not dishouoradble in
#lelilng's opinlon, for the author, in speaking of debt, ad-
mitted thet he looked

upon. indisdretion with pity, not abhorrence, and on

no indiseretion with so muoh pity as extravaganse,

whieh + « « may bring men into the greatest calamities

of this 1ife « « « [and] may srise from the gosinooa.

the openness, znd the generosity of the heert.

Tom Jones is a novel large in soope and rioh 1n incid-

ent, and the troatment of debtors is ooly obe of many aspects
of eighteenth oentury life touoched upon in 1tis pages. But
while neither prominent nor irequent, the references to fine
anoial distress ooccur where sear:ely pertinent to the thueme:
in figures of speech, in one direet and forceful astatement

by the author, and in s long eplsode whioh has little ponnee~

tion with the rest of tho sto:y.,g These references refleot

"3 1vid., x11, viid,
74 tne Champion, February 16, 1739/4C.

75 Oross, &bid., 1I, 18Ys Cross speaks of "The Tale of
the Man of the HAYI™ as "detachable™ from the rest of the novel
and adds that many dontemporary readers complained that it
interrupted the story.
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Fielding's previously expressed opinions and iudisate that he
was still interested in the conditlion of debtors at the time
when he wrote this novel,

In 1749, shortly after the publlication of Iom Jones,
Fleldiine was appolinted Justice of the fosoe for the County of
Middlesex, While servinz 4u this office he wrote and publiahed
bis last novel, Amells, in sdditiosn to a wotadble pamphlet en-

titled An Enguiry into the lLate Inorease of iobbers « « o o
The Lpquiry deals exelusively with orime, and mestion is made
of debt only as one of many eauses econtrituting to thefts amd

robbcries.’ﬁ

4melia, however, eonteins the most dotalled pore
trayal of imprisonment for debt to be found im Flelding's
oovels, There oan be little question about the seriousness

of the author's purpose in this instance, for in an introduse
tion, he states that the novel is "sincerely designed to
promote the cause of virtue, and to expose soxe of the most

glaring evils, as well public as private, whie: at present

Enquiry into the Late Inerease of Robbers
With Some ?5& a-aIs ar Remedy Y "tﬁfs Growiog Zvil In 1ch

Zresent reiga cas are exposed and
Tawe %E ¥ Relate to tho on ! ‘ oor, and to the
Fﬁi!bﬁﬁant of Feions ars“iarge L and f?eo;¥ examiped (17EL

w¢ kc. de olt.. 111, 2664 Fieldlng repeats here what he had
;;;; am¥1gg' that luxury and extravagant pursuits
oro roupan e not only for mush of the suffering among the
posrer people, but for most of the lawlessness as well, When
sonfined to the "palaces of the great,”™ luxury may result "in
the migery, distress and ruin of a private family. But when

this vice desoends downward . + « 1t 15 most evidently the
parent of theft and robbery.”




infest this oountry.“" smong the various evils which the
story points out are gambling, duvellinr, immorality, and
aorrupt legal praetiees. ‘iost prominent, however, are the
ovils resulting from Enzland's treatment of debtors,

The openinz scenes of imells sre laid ip a prison
which Fielding refers to as "Bridewell."” Booth, the hero of
the novel, is brought “here, charpged with assault., On enter«
| ing he is at onoce aubJeeto&‘ta “garnish,”" which, he is told
by the keeper "was the ocustom of the plase for every prisorver
upon his first arriwval there, to give mething to the former
prisoners to make them drink,™ Because he has no money with
which to purchese protection, Booth is left by the kccper to
the merey of the other inmates, who "applied thenselves to
his uncasirg, as they oslled it, andfwith such dexterity that
his coat was not only stript off, but out of sight in a

u&nnte."’s

This is not the only imposition to whieh prisone
ors arohyut; the governor of these "infernal regious” operates
his ipetitution strietly for profit, charging exorbitant sumas
for food, drink, lodging, and every incidental service one
might require, For the poorer prisoners, aieh as Booth, only

e

- 77 Amelis Y1751)s Morks, ed. oit., Vol. VII, Dedleation
to Ralph Allen,

72 Amelis, I, 1i1i¢ The same iraotige ot ;ga{gishz z-i
desoribed By Ollver Goldsuith, The Vicar of wukefield, ed. git,
I, 390+ No mention is mado._ﬁoiSVer} of the lees 055;333'5 il
the keeper, whom the Viesar fipnds "eivil enough.,”
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{he barest neoessiiles are furnished, their daily allowance
consisting of a penny loaf of bread. Imorality flourished
in this prisoca; zambling and theft were openly practioced, anmd
drinking and prostitution were not only oountenanced, but
aotively proaoted by theo avariclous prison governor. iio
debtors are mentioned, but 1f, as one oritic assumes, ilelding
waa desoribing Hewgate as it was twenty years before the |
prison reforms of ﬁauard.’9 there might well have been debte
ors amunyg tho "erowd of wretahesa" whose lives were boing ‘
irreparably ruined by thelr experiences in‘prison.

The first montion oi debt oocours in Booth's parration
of his liile aistory to a fellow-prisoner., Booth, an army
oaptain servinz at Gidbraltar, raa iugp dqgﬁ soon after his
marriage to Amelia, ills troubles did not beeuvme sarious,
however, until he roturmed to ungland. wilth his family,
Booth moved to the country, where his debts coutinued to
mount up while he lived 1n ille~advised luxury omg a furm,

"The consequences of all this could be no other than that
ruin whioh ensued « « » t0 avold lamediate confinement inm

prison, I wmas foroed tobleavo the county, with all that I

L K. M. Godden: Henry ¥ielilng, 4 Memoir, p. £39.
Flelding knew thot debtors were doniined In Newzate; "Newgate
is tho plece for all debtors that ocsn't find bail." Amelia,
VIII, x. The prison seencs involving debtors in Jjonathan
Wild were laid in Newgate,




nold dear in the werld, my wife and my poor chiliren."80 4
fow days after nis arrivsl 1ln Londop thoe ipcldent cocurred
wideh resuclted in his arrest asnd imprisonment, I fter 2 g ort
confinement on the charge of assault, Booth 1s relessed znd
returneg to his Lzoily.

But his pnew-found frecdom is soon lmperiled by his
unpaid debts, und throushout the eourse ol the novel, he is
harsssed by bullilfs, and in corvetant dapser of being come
mitted to the Jebtors' prison. on learning that & werrant
had been issued for hils arrest, Booth, In desperation, re-
solves to romalp a2 close :risoner in his own lodviuzs, while
awvaitior 8 promigsed army comnission. In defense of Booth's
coadition, which was ocommon enousch amon: his felloweofilcers,
Fleldiny asks, "How 1z it possible that, without runnisy Late
debt, any person should maintein the dress and appearsnce of
a gentleman, whose ifucome Is not hslf s¢ good as thﬂt'of a
gcrtar?"sl

Despite his prooesutions, Hvoth f31ls inty the hands of

80 smells, III, xil. In this episode, us iuo others,
Booth seems gullsy ~f pot of prodigality, at lesst of & singu-
lar lsok of prudencs. fThe sume want of cautlon 1s evidecnt ia
Tom Jones, in Zartridze, in Heartfree and several of Fielding's
other characters who besonc icuvolved in finupvial difficulties.
Fieldipp's sympathotie itreatmert of their misfortunes would
suggest thut he did npot put much eschasls upon the praoitlice of
prudence in the practical affzirs of life,

8
: Ibid., IV, viii,



a bailifi, who resorts %o a deapleable triek to secure unls
vietim. Informed hy a mossenger that his wife is taken viole-
ently 111, Bootu rushes out of the house, leaving his c¢i.ildren
"roarinz at the pews ol thelr mothaer's illuess."” unce iu the
street, he is arrcsted by the supposed messencer whd excuses
his aotion by torning it a "stratagen of war.” 700 relicved
to grotest, Booth leaves with the balllif for the sponging
house., Contemplation of his a, proachipg; fate, however, saddeas
the uniortune te wman:
The oharms of 1liberty against his will rushed 1in

his mind; and he ocould not avold suggosting to hime

self, how much more ha.py was the poorest wreteh,

who, without control, eould repair to his homely

habitation and his fawmily; coumgsred tu him, who wae

thus violently, and yet lawfully, torn away from the

gompany of his wife and ohiluren, .nd thelr condition,

espesially that of his égelia, gave his heart many a

severe and bitter pang.

They soon arrive at the spouging house, ono of the
"glariog evils™ whioh tiuis novel sought to exposa, Iln these
institutions, helpless debtors were subjooted to large fues
they were often unable to pay, such s the demand madse ou
Booth for coach-hire for fwo shilliigs, a sum that was double
the legal fare. The bailiff ucxt tries to persuade Booth to
buy food and drink whioh he neither desires nor can afford,
When this atteupt falls, the bailiff resorts to auother

praotice sommon among the mercenary members of his profession,

8% 1vide, VIII, 1.
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Lfter assurin: Booth he wished him soon frue of his diffieule
' ties, he ordors nis porter to esll wpon hie priscner as many
astions as possible. Flel!inr remarks at this point that
the reader may be apt to ennciuvde thet the
balilirx, instesd of being 8 Iriend, wes really an
enemy to poor Booth; but in faet, he wss not »so,
Hie desire was no more than to egcumulate bail bonds;
for the bailiff was reokoned an honest and pood sorXt
of man in his way, and had no more maliee agalast tho
bodies {n "is eustody than 8 butoher hath to those in
his; and as the iastter, when he takes his knife in hand,
hath no 1dua but of the joints Into which he 18 to out
the ouroase; 8o, the former, wien he hahdles his wrig,
hath no other desirn but to cut out the body ihto as
many bail bonds ae poseidles 48 L0 the life oi the
animal, or the libertyy of the man, they are thoughts
shioh pever obtrude themselves on eitner.td
To show the efieot of the debtor's imprisonment upon
his dependents, Flelding turne momentarily from tne sponzing
house to imeliz and her ahildren, who werse to be “utterly
undone with: their fzther,” although the, were entirely
innosent, .aifter imolis tells them of the fste of their
father, a soene follows whioh rielding deelayes "“is beyond
my power of deseription; I must beg tho readers’ hearis to
sagpest it 0 themsgelves.” Jilelding's purpose uoes not loss
in efieotiveness by the omission of melanoholy seenes; his
realistic desoriptico of the troudbles of tho uiebtor is sufe
ficient evidence ol the need for reform.

Booth is saved fror the debtors' prisocn only by the

8 Ibide, VIIl, L.
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timely arrivai oif . Harrisun, wiao secures Jor h.a the nscesw
sary buils. oub beiore Jooth leuves LLs spogling avuse, Lo be-
cuaes invaléeu in ¢ guarrsl over the "eivilitvy-money" duwanded
by who bullilil. 40U is Vaca asgla;ueu Lo Wle Larrisob that
"gustom hath estaolisbed a gresent or foe tu them [pailiffs] at
the delivery ol a prisvuer which thegy eull civility-mowney uhnd
sxpect as in o munoer taeir due, theuga 1o reality tuo, have no
right." Jhe doctor, yrescuticg what ls perhlaps Jleidlg's judge
ment aﬁ this cusiowm, and oo balliiils, in gencral, daﬁlares

-it is a pity, .that iustead ol a custom o fevipg
them out of the pocket of the poor and wretehed, when they
dou't beuave themselves ill, there was not boilh & law and
a practios to punish them severcly when they do « «
fund) there ure noue wivse Oonuuot should be 80 strietly
watohed as that of these neocessary evils in society, as
thelr ofilice coucerns, ior tbhe most part, those poor orea-
tures who caunot do themselves Justlee, aud ss they are
genoersily the worst ol wen who undertuke it

Sooth returns to his family without payiug the "oivilitye
woney ," but belore many days elapse, ho 1s ouce again iu the
hauds of the same baillfl, this time tnrough debis inourred
through gawbliovg. The purpose i this ineident was probably
0 show the conseguences ol gambling, & vice whion the gogulry

declared often led 4o fimenolal ruip and highway robb&ry-eﬁ

8. I1bid., VIII, x.

80 in anquiry o « . , III, 224, Cross, ope 9it., 1I, 211,
noting thnal tHe seme toviss ajpear in both works believes that
the Snquiry is the backgzround of imelia. Jne notable difierence
between the two is that the furmer, sddressed tv legislators
along csarries conorete proposals for reform; the latter, written
for the general public, merely @2xposes soaial evils,



Tooth l¢ not drawn into erine, butl Lig gambling losses threate
en to ruln hie famlliy when he is azgolp arrccted,

Imprissped for the secomd time iv the sporping house,
Zooth hears the eries ol o Lellow-prisoner sra ic infornca by
the bailif?f:

'"This poor rasesl resl:ited the law rrnd justice; &0
i gave him & out or two with san hangar. I& they should
nrove mortsl, he must thopk himesell for it o ¢« « « Hot
that, I believe, I have done his busipess, nelther; but.
the fellow i¢ fuintehesrted, snd the surgpeon, I fapoy,
frightens him more than he need, ~But, however, let the
worst come to the worst, the lew 1 81l on wy side, snd
it 1s only se defendo.'
48 Flelulng presents the ineldent, however, it wae anything
but a case of self-defense, anu if sueh eallous brutality were
typleal of beilifis, Filelding's Lfrequently expressed coutempt
for these officers was Justified,

While her husbsnd awalts assi stonoe again from Dr,
Harrison, smella is informed by the doctor that he lacks
money for the ball, "Then leaven ngve merey on us all,”
ories amelia, "for we huove no other friend on earth«-iy poor
husband is undone, snd thess poor little wretohes must be

starvedn"av

But at the moment when things seem darkest, a
sudden turn ol events brings long-swalted gooa fortune to

Hooth and Amelia. Ip the ver, sponging house where Booth

86
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Ibid., 4£LII, 1ii,
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had spent &0 many miserable hours, a dyins debtor corfesses
an old erime, resinstatins ‘melis 2nd her £-omily to thelr
richtful estate.

On finishipe this lenrthy scecount of Yooth's Tinencial
difficulties, the modern reader mipht resdlly agree vit: Ir,
Herrispn, who remarked to Amelia, ™I am sorry, child, for the
share you are to partake im your husband's sufferings; but as
for me, I think he deserves no oomgassion."as Flelding, how=
ever, treats his hero more lenlently; he attributes Booth's
misfortunes not to his imprudense, but to the wickedness of
hlis associates, Trioked at the gambling table, deoeived by
intrigulng sgoquaintances and ruined by heartless oreditors,
Booth 1s deserving of pity rather than eensure. He may have
laocked ocaution ip finanoisl matters but he was not wilfully
neglectful of his debdts; when money at last ocame into his
possession, he made haste to discharge all his obligations,

To Flelding indedbtedness was not a orime; others might deo-
plore Booth's extravaganse, but it was the unjust severity of
his punishment that aroused the author's eondemnation.

Admella contains the most thorough desoription of the
debtor's position to be found {n any eighteenth century English
novel, uxvery aspeoct of the problem is disoussed, from the

causee of indedbtedness tu the effeet of the law upon the

08 mid., 417, i1,



debtorts deﬁend&nts.ag U sregarding the author's expressed
reform tory pur.ose, some oI5 his readers thought that Fleldiug
was motliwated by persunal rancor when he wrote at sush oonslde
arable lepgth about the vielous practices of ballifls eni the
ovils of the sponzing house., Une@ readsr stated she was Goue
vinced that the suthor had “given us 2 true pleture of himself
and his first wife 1u the eharseters of ir. aud drs. Eceth.”gg
#hile there are a few superficlal similariiles betwecn cer-
taln episodes in the story and incldents iun Flelding's early
l1ife, the weight of avidence 1s entirely against the viewpoint
that the novel 15 autoﬁiagraynisal.gl It is more scourate t0
83y that in deseribing Booth's experionces, Fieluing was de-
ploting misfortunes common to all debtors, sand that ip expos=~
ing the practices of bailiffs agnd the conditions of prisous
and spougipg houses, he was attcoking the law itsell woioh
ganotioned the arrest and impriscnment of debtorss IiIn an

introdue tory chapter he argued that

89 ebt, in 1ts various aspects, is one of the most
prominent tcgies in the novel, and 1s mentioned in instances
where Booth's misfortunes sre not cocoerped. Thus in one
minor episode, a charagter relates thut her husband, a poor
parson, was dunned by a oreditor and was forced to seek
sapataary from bailiffs in London. Ibid, VIII, V.

%0 Lady wortley Montapu, Ihe Letters and Horks of

Lady wortle: iontagu, p. oxxiii, quoted from G, H, Jodden,
eng{f?furﬁtng, a Henolr, pe 235.

crOSS, O Glt‘., Vol. II, 628 360 .
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£4 will probabl, be objecled, thut the snsll imperice=-
tions whleh I am about tu produce du not lie in the
laws themselves, but in the 111 sxecution of the;

but this « « « @ppears to ne to bo no less an absurdity,
thadn Yo s3y o shy meoitline thel it is exoellegtl; mad.,
thourh ingazable of performiae its function.?

Unfortunstely, Fieluine's strong plea on behalf of
debtors went unhesded. The public, expeoting a novel more

in the comic veln of Tom Jomes or Joseph indrews, acsorded

smelis an 1ndifferent reception, &ith faipt praise oune re-
viewer ocrnceded #hat the novel ountsined "many reflestions
which are useful, if the reader will but take notioee of them,
whioh in this uathinking sze, it 1s fesred, very few will, %@
This feax proved all too true. iis readers, in Fleldinz'sa
words found the book a "Heay of sad otulf, Dulness, and
ﬁoasenso;"s‘ lagking bhis humanitarian spirit they either
missed or ignored the lesson wihioh the "Glsmal scencs” were
intended tc oonvey.

Meldinz was greatly disappolinted when this novel, whieh
he termsad his "favourite ehild," suffered s.eecy znd uvhdcserved

nogledt. Jimuring the two rexalnipg years of his life he wrote

% smellia, I, 1ii.

9% cne London mpazine (.ecembar, 1751), XX, 661. an
vnsigned artliole quovea from srederick 1. Slanghard, Flelding
the Bovelist (lew Haven, 1926), p. 81,

¢ The Covent-iarden Journsl, No. 7, January 2b, 176Z,
els Uerard ndward Jensen (Lew naven, 1916), Vol. I. 1Ir tais
issue Fiel.iny 2iscusses the charges urought against his novel.




but 1ittle about soecisl problems apnd mede no further direet

mentlon of debtors, In the Covent-lurden Journal, the last

veriodieal for which he wrote, he euuntinue. to advoczthe ithe
practlee of charity, but did 50 in gepcral yrsther thac in
specific terms,sﬁ smells thus murks both thoe eulmination

end the end of Picldinr's active efforts on Lehzlf of debtors,

These efilorts are discernible throughout the . rester
part of his writing; in his esrly ploys, references t¢ finane
clal digtress were Irequent, snd they ineressed, Loth Lo
number and in relstive significance as his carser wogrucsed;
then in two e¢sssys in the Champlon, he rave definite apnd sm-
phatic expression to his oplpions coucerning the luwprisonment
of debtors, and offered at the same time suggestions for their
relief; 1o subseguent works he champioped tho cause of the
debtor more or less persistently, and fipally, in his last
novel, he gave the subjeot g position ol major imyortance.

From the repeated mention which HMelding mude of debtors
it is certaip that thelr condition was a mtter of great inter=-
est to him, iiis Interest arose from his humanitarian coucern
for the distress of others, and he was oonvipced, through early

observation and lzter, tnrough his experiencos as a magistrate,

that of 311 persons, debtors wero most deserving of alde 4

professed reforwes, .lcicing did pot limit his ecncern to

96 210 Coven.c-sarden Jourpal, ed. git., Nos, &7, o8, 42.




edpreselons of plty amd sympathyy with couslderatle vigor he
esposed the unjust treaiment o which debltors were subjested,
and urged hls readers tise sud spain 1o do all ip thelir powar
to relie¢ve tae sufleriugs of luprisoned dedbiors and thelir
families.

Fleldin:'s efiorts Lo this alreotion have beeh unduly
neglecteds Thus a modorn eritic, referring Lo the prison

seencs in Phe Vicur or .zkefield stateu tant Golasmith'as

voice was "the sulltary one raised iu protest against this

shooking conditiou of tning%.”gs

Thie statemcnt slizhts tne
work of such writers as omollett, Thomson, wesley and Johnson,
and uoes s grave injusiloe to sleldirge Lo other popular
writer of nis time sbowed an iuterest as consisteni as Fleld-
lng's in the tresiment of debtors; nor uild any other treasi
the jroblem as thoroughly ae he ulde. He studled the eauses
of indebtedness, exumineu the laws zoverning the imprisonment
of debtors, and exyosed tho legal machinery thut permittved
the extortions of bailliis snd gsol keeperses He emphasized
the hardships that lmprisorment inildeted upon the debtor's
dependants and stressed the difierence hetween debtors and
oriminsls in prisons, a distipetion that other writers did

% £. rropkfort doore, The Life of Oliver Goldsmith

(Bew York, 1911}, p. 272,




not aiways make.gv Horeover, slelding's atvitude towsrd this

s00ial problem sppesrs more sippilicant than that ol his gon~
temporaries because he oxpiliciily stated that he was deeply
afieoteu by the finaunoial dissress of others, and that he
slnoerely desired to relleve the suficring cszused by the
imprisonment of deobtors,

Henry tfilelulvs wes ilutorested in many of the outstand=-
ing soelal snd einloal problems of nle time, but in nome did
he show a ueeper apnd more lastips concern than he evinced in
the deplorabdle aondition or unglund's dedbtorse It is Litting
that he shouly reoccive credit for his efiorts in this msiter
since his plea for reform was the most eloquent of the period.
fhat hie efiorts wmel with failure does pot lessen the value
o1 his attonst for ip isleldiw's own words,"surely there lis
soms pralse uue tu the barve design of doing a service 4o the

96
publie,"

s

L while wesley, Goldsmith and fmollett deglored prison
conditiouns, tne, did not Imply that debtors werc unjustly
imprisoned,

An Enguiry into the Causes of the Late Inorease of
RODDOYS « « » o HOrks, ed. 8its, XL, od4.
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