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PREFACE

Bo career 1s so elusive to the historian as that of a
loose woman. Calsmity Jane was that sort of woman, and
¥nown details about her life szre hsrd to find., Like most
prostitutes and drunkards she left little behind in the way
of tanglible evidence which eould be used by historians to
reconstriuct the story of her checkered career,

During her many years of cavorting about the frontier,
Calamity Jane gained notorlety and a certain amount of fame
as a character, enough at least sc that the newspapers
mentioned her when she was in town. She caused so much
commotion that she eould scarcely be overlocked. EHer real
~ aszcent to fame, however, began some twenty years after her
death in 1903 snd after the death of those who knew her
best. ghe was all but forgotten by her contemporaries
until, for some unknown reason, sensatlion-writers and
historians began to take an interest in her. Incidents
and stories of her almost forgotten life then hecame
popular. As the vogue for Calamity Jene stories increased,
prodigious quantities of material containing a paucity of
truth were written about her. She became the herolne of

many a tale that found ready sale during the 1920%'s and
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1930%'s, 1If facts were not known, they were inwented.
1

No one eculd prove them false.

This study of Calamity Jane will attempt to ascertain
the facts of her career, so far as they can be determined,
and to evaluate the various accounts left by her many
chroniclers. The account should separate the folklore and
legend of her life from established facts,g The latter
should reveal her true character. Much new material has
been gathered which will fill in the gaps in the 1life of
this woman and e¢lear up many points previously disre-
garded or badly distorted.

Material was gathered for thls study in the summer of
1949 on an extended trip into country cnce¢roaned,by.

Calamity Jane. This included numerous towns in Montana,

"

1

Recently the motion-pieture industry has capitaliged
on this woman's career. Among numerous Hollywocod films
depicting western 1ife and characters, these five will
serve to illustrate the place that “alamity Jane has
attained {Hote the glamorous actresses who portrayed the

plainswoman): The g;g%ggggg (Jean Arthur); !i;gggéll
%i&&ﬁki Eﬁigzace Jane Bussell); Le 8ad
=an %ssiglﬁmigx dane,

Bass (Yvomne de Carlo); Zexan “alamliy

2 .
Three students are now working on studies of Calamity
Janes Claremce paine, librarian, writer of numerous his-~
torieal articles, and instructor in history at Beloit
College, is preparing a study of Calamity Jane; Dr. Nolie
Mumey, physician and writer of historicsl articles, has
recently published his book, Calamity Japne; and Marie M,
Augspurger, author of Yellowstone Park, is working on a
volume to be entitled The ®West's Joan of Arce
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South Dskota and Wyoming. Individuals ranging from Catholic
nuns to a Deadwcod bar-tender who was a pallbearer at Janets
funeral wers consulted for details of her life., Of the
fifty people interviewed, about ten can be credited with de-
pendable contributions. More veluable were old newspaper
files found in publishing offices and libraries;z Fhile
newspaper articles mey be short-lived, they often give a more
zccurate plcture of day-by-day thoughts, féeling and reac-
tlons of pecple to events than do many scholarly works.
Hention of Calamlity Jane in any newspaper is lmportant to
this study becsuse it establishes her wheresbouts on or near
& particular date. Enough of these dates indicate a pattemn
or trend whichymay—be used to determine the truth of heé
own storleg or of those repeated by,ather people.

Other sources were hard to find., County records were
of little value because they often were not kept until too
late a date to be of much help. For example, an sttempt to
start an orderly system of recording did not begin in Montana
until the territory became a state in 1883. No personal
letters to, from or gbout Calamity Jane were found, and only
two relevant diaries discovered, each of which tontained

only one sentence sbout her, The majority of peaple who

p——

-3

Newspaper offices and city libraries proved to be of
much less value than state historical collections, The two
former agencies have in many csses turned over their entire
files to the latter, thus making much research material
aveilable in one place. The following historical libraries
were used: Montans Historical Library, South Dakota Histori-
eal Library, Wyoming Historical Library, Minnesota Historical
Library, and Chicago Historical Library.
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wrote letters or kept dlaries were not concerned with
women of Calamity Jane's type. Conseguently, with the
exception of newspaper notices, her name did not
sppear frequently in contemporary records. Many years
later, however, after she had been glamorized as a type
of western ®wild woman,® people who had once known her
began to write of her in their recollections and
memolrs. While earlier they had thought her insignifi-
cant, they later became consecious of her Ilmportsnce, or
at least of society's interest in her.

Present-day opinion about Calamity Jane varies
from the freguently-met hellef that no such person
existed to the complete acceptance of all the fantastic
stories about her. At the grave of Lalamity Jane the
author heard both views expressed. Many tourists seemed
surprised when they saw the tomb marker at Mt. Morish
Cemetery in Deadwood and exclaimed that they did not know
she was a real person. 7Their local guides, probably
their relatives or friends, sensed an opportunity to
expound on local history, and credited Calamity Jane with
doing and saying things which she, herself, probably
would not have thought of even in her wildest dreams.

People of the older generation in Deadwood were not



pleased to know that further research was being made on
such gz person as Calamity Jane, They thought her of no
consequence and not at all important In Deadwood history.
They expressed surprise that an intelligent young person
should spend so much time and money writing about =2
¥shady character,” when there were so many really worth-
while people. John Sohn, & contemporary of Cslauity Jane,
sald that he wished now he had gone to her funersl, since
she has bec¢ome so famous. It would not have been much of
an effort, he remarked, since the procession went right
by his door, but then she had seemed unimportant and he
had not wanted to take time from his work.

In spite of contemporary opinion of Galamiiy Jane,
she produced an illusion éé subsaquent generations t@gt
has made her into a glorious charsecter. Later writers )
have called her ®The West'!s Joan of iée,*4 tée nBlacanills
Florence Xiahtingale,ﬂs and "1ady ﬁobiﬁhooé.*s To what
extent such glorification is justified will appear in the

4
Bee title of Marie pgugspurger's fcrthcoming book
in footnote two.
5
Edwin Legrand Sabin, "Wild Men of the Hiid ¥est,”
pPe 329.

8
“Calamity Jane as a Lady Robinhood,® Literary Digest,
November 14, 1925, p. 48.
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For assistance in colleceling westerial Tor this
shudy the puthor ls indebted to msny pesple.  Anon
those are Mrg, fnne weDonnell, Assistont Librorian ab
the Historleal Zoelety of Montans (Helens); ¥rs,

21le Patrick, Beference Librarian szt the wouth

Dskots =tete Historiesl “ociety Lilvrnry (Plerre);

end ¥iss Mee Yody, State Blstorisn at the Wyomlng State
Libtrary (Cheyenne). For helpful suggestions im writing
cid corsacting thls amatericl T sm omost greteiul Tor
invelusble help given by D, Paul €, Phillips and

Dr. ¥elvin €, Wren of tne Department of Hlistory.
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CHAPTER I
INTROLUCTIONR

Herths Cannsry wes born zometime in the inte 1840%: or
errly 1850%: in the Middle West, serhros in wissouri or Iowe,
Bnile she wes still a young girl her family misgrrted to
Zontens Territory. Ghe nnd her younger brothers and sisters
were neglected by thelr worthless sarents who elther fled

or deserted thelr youmg family., Hurths wes compelled %o

ok
fos
“%
&

Ferage for herself =nd chose the sasiest sath, In hop
0f shsme she gascelsted with the lowest types of ainsys,
soldiers ané roilreoad workers. During the errly drys of
the gold rush in the Blzoek Hills, having ﬁcmimher& in the
mesntime zequired the nsme of Lolamity Jﬁn&,‘ she nade
herzell esonsplesons by her lamorslifty rudé s2isc by her
k¥indneas to the sick snd unfortunste. For fifteen yesnrs
or more zhe rosmed over the Dskotss, “Ynlorsde, Hontsnu
znd Wyoming, spending eonsiderabtle time drunk or in jzil.

* by whom she muy have

che zecumul:ted numerous Whusbrnds,

borne children, Her more cosmenfable getivities included

spesmodle perieds of bull-whacking, =t rhich zhe wes rndept,
1

- The nickneme Culemlty Jane was often shortened o

Celamity nr Calanm,




running ¢ hurdy-gurdy house =nd & szloon, steking 2 few
ralms, snd walting on tables in rectaursnts. Liter she
returned to Pezdwood, South Dakots, where tempurarily she
\
was welcomed by many respecteble citizens vho hed known hep
in the days of '76. AL two diffcrent times she sppenred in
dime museums in the East, but wss unable to %eep those jaobs
vecause of her riotour behavior., In 1398, she published
g highly flctionasllzed story of her 1ife and s»ld ihe
1ittlie pamphlet =z 2 mesps of psrtisl support. Using some
ci her amorous escapades with the soldiers sz background, sie

ﬁ

told 1in her Aagobiegraghx heraic teles of her gscouting with

bty

the army, The lsst few ye=r

4]

of 4her 1ife she gpent in &
pathetic stzte of slmost perpetusl drunkenness., She died in
Terry, wouth Dakota, August 1, 1903, s lonely broken old
womsn. The oldtimers znd curious newcomers to Yesdwood
turned out to give her one o0 the biggest Tunerzlszs the
community hed ever had. People seemed willing to forget her
sordid 1ife &nd to remember her sunny disposition.

buch, in brief, is the story of Cslamity Jzne. Lon-

sidering the very minor role she played in the winning of

e
This psmphlet, entitled and Adventure:s of Csla
Japne, by Herself (Mrs. E. By k y ir reproduced in il in
the Appendix and 1s freguently quoted in this studyr When

guoting it, spelling, punctuation snd language sre g vern
preeisely ss in the original., The first edition wos
published in 1898, but neither date nor the publisher and
place of publication are mentioned. In footnotes the
reference will be clited meepely as Auboblography.
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the West and the small influence she hed on society, this
sceount 1z o3 detrlled as she probebly deserves., It is
in an effort bt~ separste fact from fietlon aznd o appraise
the lmportance of this strange woman thst the following

snalysis is presented.



CHAPTEER IX

EIRTH
There have besn twe equally vopul:r =nd diapoted

versions of the birth of Cslazmity Janc. The Flrst
story, her own, is thet zhe was born in Princeton,
¥issourl, s Martha Cannary in 18582, The second 1z
thet she was born 23 Jane Dalton st Fort raramie,
¥yoming, in 1860.

It is undoubtedly due to the zupport of & most
d1stinguished gentleman, Dr. V. T, Hebillyeuddy, that
the Dalton story esrly gained numerous exponents, swong
whom were reputable historisns. Dr. HeCGilliyeuddy, &
physieian, was the topographer on the Jenney Expediticn
into the Black mills in 1875, and afterwards beesme 3 woll-
known Indian agent. Perhaps it was because of the good work
he did in his vsrious positions; snd because he was weil~
1iked in genersl, that his words were accepted ss fsct when,
in lster 1life, he told and wrote of his past experiences,

In a letter which he wrote to the editor of the Rapid

City Journasl in Octoher, 1924, MeGillycuddy gave sn account

27 Calamity Jane's life from birth up to the time he claimed
he met her on the Jenney Expedition. Hls biographical

sketch in part readsy



n

She wasz borm ab Fort Larsuwle in 1860, the daughter
of sn enlisted soldler nermed Delton, =nd he was
discharged from the army in 1861, and with bis wife
znd daughter settled on & rsnch on a stresm esniled
the La Bontle sbout 120 miles northwest of Laramie
beyongd Ft. Fetterman. In the fall of thet yesr

a war party of Sioux Indians reided that district
killing everyone in thelr poth, smong them Dalton.
¥rs. Dalton was shot in the eye with zn arrow,
destroying the sight, removing the arrow with her
o¥n hand, she placed her one year old daughter on
her back and escaped. Traveling nights and hiding
by day, subsisting on weeds and roots, she finslly
mensgged Lo reach Fi. Levamle In elght days, a aere
skeleton of her former self, her c¢lothing in shreds,
znd in s short time expired., 1

From this skebch or perhaps from other correspondence

betwaen Mebillycuddy and Mr, Foane Sobinsom, Secrstary of the

goutn Dakote Historieal Pociety, HMr. Hobinson believed the
Vzlton story. A year later he repeated the story to Dr,

Grzce Hebord, then professcor of political economics at the

2

University of Wysming,j He 2lso repeated 1t to ethurs, and
inv-riably cited ¥Melbillycuddy as his asuthority. In this
way the Dalton story spreszd.

McYillyecuddy's notes were left to his wife who used
them in a book emtitled, McGillyeuddy Agent. In this hook
published twenty-four years after her husband had written

his aceount of Calamity Jane, she developed the story in

pr. ¥. T, McUillyeuddy to ®ditor o7 the Ripid City
curnal, October 1, 1924, Gouth Dakots Historleal Soclety
Library.
2

Mr. Doane Fobimson to Yr. Grsce Hebsrd, November 6,
1925, Pouth Dakota Historiesl Soclety Library.



much grester detoil then had the topographer. She

explained that her busband had obtzined the information

3 - i 2 T o
from “olomel #, 1. Dodge. Colonel Undge relsted that he

&

lesrned of It when he First eczmeé tec Wort Leramie where

i 59

falamity had been living for fourteen vears,

The Dodge-MelGillyecuddy version of Calsuity Jane's
origin trecks down when compored to the fantzstic memoirs
published In 1915 by s My, Hsrry voam® Young, who claimed
to have been s teamster with the Jenney Exyaéitiﬂn.é
Comparison of the two accounts reveals beyond contrediction
that Mcbillyouddy's letter of 1224 was copled Irom the
Young narrastive published nine years earliecr, Mrs,
Mcbillyeuddy's story of Calemity Jane ean zlosc be traced
to "Sam® Young's narrstive. Both these zccounts repest the
Dalton tale in words zmlmost identical with those used by
¥oung. Except for = few comurs end an ocezsionsl phrese like
& ®war party of 8inux%" instezd of » "large bosy of Sloux®
or ®Tremoving the arrow with ner own hend® imstesd of "with
her agn hand extrzcted the arrow,¥ the sentences sre rLhe
same. Many other ineidents narrsted by the Me¥illyeuddys
in both the letter =nd the book xre teaken verb:tim from

v

Young's book. These show thst Me“illycuddy wos not the

oo

Julia B. MeGillycuddy, Mcebillyeuddy Agent, pp. 25-87.
Harry ¥sem® voung, Hard mnocks, pp. 171-172

(LI

Ibid., ppe. 169-170.



real suthor of the Dalton story. The whole thing becones
even more unreliable vhen 1t is foumnd that most of Youmgtls
material ig contrary to sccepted history. For example,
Young glosts over his prestige of having been the bhar-tender
in the LBaloon No. 10 when Wild Bill Hickok was killed. It
15 common knowledge smong Lezadwood citizeng that Anszon
Tippie wos the bar-tender at the Tatal shooting of Hickok,
s0 Young becomes =n impostor on that score. Both Young and
HeGillycuddy sgree in almost exsct wards that Jane Dalton
was adopted by fergeant Bossett snd his wife; who colled ths
chlld Calamity Jane, becsuse of the calamity which haéd be-
fallen her ss & bsby. According to Young, "SZhe was the pet
of the fort with no particular use for ¢ citizen, Lut anyone
with & blue coat and brass buttons, could catch Caﬁamity.”b
HeGillyeuddy added thet Yshe was something like Topsy in .
tnecle Tom's Cabin, she wass not exactly 'raised, she groweé‘”.{
Kuch investigation among old-timers failed tc give & clue of
anyone who might be "bam® Young, although this wknown

suthor wrote ag 1f he were ¢n eye-witness tn every event

that took place in the Black Hills. The chances thst thege
two men, both of whom wrote wmore than forty years alter the
event deszcribed sné nine yezrg apert in their own stories,

would come up with aceounts so much alike, sre too slim o

3
Ibide, pe 170.

pr. Mebillycuddy's letter cited in footnote one,



be considered.

The dote of Calemity Jepe's birth as relested by Dr,
Mc¥iilycuddy was in 1880, He gove an eye-witmess sccount
of seeing her in 1875 when she was ®not over gixﬁ@en.ﬂﬁ
If she wag borm in 1852 or before, he erred badly im his
estimate of her age. Inguiries by thiz writer in the sres
on which he reported indicate that some of the doctoris
stories suffered & lozs of debailed accurzcy with the
passage of time. If MeSillycuddy did see a bizarve sixteen-
year-old glrl st Fort Larzsmie, and Dodge told him thab she
was czmp mescot znd wes born in 1880, there zve three possi.-
pilitiess Colonel Dodge wss belng bamboozled by s hardened
camp follower; he was misinforming Meblllycuddy: or the
bizarre young girl who went on the wmilitsry comvoy of the
Jenney Expedition was not the Calamity Jane, but another.
Colonel bodgets story of Calamityvs birth was frankly a
nesrsay report,., He told MeCGlllycuddy that Colamity was ab
the fort when he arrived. HMeGillyeuddy spoke leter in hic
ook of haviug seen & good desl of bs?%miﬁyg g confusion.
of identity is not likely. It seens strange that the commen~
dant of an zrmy camp would allow & young girl tc run longe
ox his post while he commented with a lsugh that she wag

mtae

&

A

Julls B. HMcGillycuddy, p. 25.
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absolutely without nmorals.

The only evidence given by Calamity June hersel? thst
she might have been Jane Delton was a remark shz once uade
while in & slightly tipsy ﬁ&ﬁgiﬁiﬁﬂw che ¢ziled herself
mthe child of the regiment.®  That title £its the refer-
ence Lo nker as the Fpel of the fort®™ during the yeurs when

Lodge gaid she stiyed at Fort Loramle, Bub she could

&)

been referring to other times when, s Martbe Camnary, she
lived zround or nesr some of the army camps; or, maybe, 1t
was simply drunken chatier.

If, for s moment, 1t way be assumed that Calamity Jone
was Jane Dalton, then the probleams of her biographers would
be gresctly simplified. Jane Yalton lived st Fort Laramle
from the time of her arrival at the age of one unitll she
wus fifteen or sixteen in 1875. 1In faet, were Jane Dalton
the real Calamity Jane, the task of writing her ezrly iife
is made so simple thet 1t 15 no wonder so many people have
fallen in line with the Jsne palton version instead of the
Mertha Csnosry one. If Calemity Jane had been Jene Dalton
it seems that she would have sdaltted 1%, for whalt wonman
L

r

o

would seay she was born in 1852 or esrlier, 17 i% were real

18802

o
10

Ib;g., Ps 27
Cheyenne (¥yoming) Baily Lesder, July 7, 1877.



galamity rane's 4utcbilogrephy gives guite a different
story regarding the daste znd pisee of birthe gShe wrote tht
Pity maiden name was Marths Camnery, wes born in Princeton,
Mizsouri, May lst, 1352;*11 There iz Little corroborabing
evidence Lo prove or dlsprove har story. It Iy not, howe
gver, cut of line with what might logleslly bave Lappenad.
I7 zhe had presented the more intserestling end Lrsathe
teking Dslton vercion hersslf, there might be s guestion.
The uatter-cli-fact begianing of her own scemunt is foo
piausible to doubd uniess proof of somethlng else csn be
provided.

Most writers have fsiled bo notice a newspaper ariicls
which appesred in the Montans Pogst in December, 1584. This
notice might help to substantiate hier birth date of 1558s

Three little girls, who stste thelr names $o he

Qanary, appeared at the deor of Mr. Fergus, on

Idaho Street, soliciting charity. The ages of

the two eldest ones were aboul ten anda twelve,

respectively. The eldest girl carried in her

sras her infant sister, a baby of sbout Swelve

wonths of age. Canary, the father, it seeus,

i5 a gambler in Nevads.l? The uother 1z s weman

of the lowest grade, and was lust seen In town,

at Dr. Fvam¥s office, a day or two since, « « «

We understand that the lititle ocnes veturned %o
Kevada, where they have existed lur some time.1®

11 see the first two paragraphs of the Autoblography
in the Appendix.

12 govada was a small town in Alder Guich o few miles
from ¥irginia City, ¥ontana.

i3 Montsns Post (Virginis City), Decsmber I1, 1884.
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The gquestion is, of course, whether or not the Canary
family referred to in the news item is the same Cannary
family of which Calamity Jane was 2 member. The Cannary
emigration to Montana might reasonably have been in 1864
instead of 1865, which would have made it possible for
Martha to have been begging im Virginia City, Montana
Territory, on that cold December evening. If her claim to
be the oldest of four girls was true, she would most
1ikely have been the twelve year old who was carrying the
one year old sister. If she were that girl, the date of
May, 1852, would have made her twelve years old in
December, 1864, when the event took place. <Lhe news item
tsllies with “alamity?!s own story so closely that it is
more than probable that the two famllies sre one and the

Sane.

fewspaper gccopn Ca ¥g5 ‘

1 Three little sisters Had three sisters besides self

2 Age of eldest sbout twelve Was eldest and would have been
, twelve in 1864

3 Rame was Cepary Name was Gﬁgge

ry
4 Ineident was in Va. City, Spigrated to Ya. City, Mont.

¥ont. *err. 1864 err. 1885
5 Hother and father Mother and father emigrated
ment ioned with their family

If the article from the pogt was about Martha Cannary, then
she told much that was true in the first part of her Autobi-
ography. It follows that she might have been accurate, too,



12

when saying that she was born in Princeton, Hissouri,
in 1852,

On the other hand, she may have been older than she
tlaimed to be in the Autobiography. She once told Lewis
Freeman that she was born in lB&B.lé Her statement to a
news reporter in 1887, that ¥it hardly seems to me that I
was born over forty vears ago,¥ helps to substantlate what
she told Fre&mﬁn‘lgi Simple arithmetie from those figures
would put her birth date during or before 1847, &ven 1f
she lied sbout her age in the Autobiography, the Montana
Post data are stilll Just as applicable to the Cannary
(Calamity's) family as ever, because the three little
girls begging could all have been Calamity's younger
sisters. It does not take much stretch of imaginstion to
picture Calamity Jane out reveling in all the licentious
activities that the wicked mining town of Virginia City
offered, while the three youngsters were turned loose to
fend for themselves.

¥r. Clarence Paine, a recent biogrzpher, found mater-
ial which convinced him that Calamity Jane came from

Princeton, Missouri, before she moved out West, but then

he said she was born eight years prior to the time she

“ia
1

Lewis B. Freeman, Down the Jellowstone, p. 74.
5
Cnevenne Pally Leader, June 21, 1887.



claimed, and in Illincis, not Missouri. His evidence was
the federasl census of 1860 which listed an M. J. Conarroy
as living with Ablgasil Conarray, presumably Calamity's
mother, in Marion Township, yercer County, Missouri. M. 7.
Conorrary was listed by the census-taker as being sixteen
years of age and born in Illinois. & younger sister, aged
seven, born in Jowa was alsoc listed. As Palne pointed out,
Martha Jane could have made & mistske in her own last name,
or the census taker could have mixed up the spelling of
Cannary to Conarrsy. While no male head of the house was
listed, there did appear a seventeen-year-old farm laborer,
which indiczted to palne that M, J, Gonarray was probably

18
reasred on a farm.

Perhaps the most widely quoted writer of Calamity Jane
literature, Mr. Duncan Alkman, is certain that he located
Calamity's femily in Princeton and even found records that

Bob Cannary, Calamity's father, bought one hundred eighty
17

acres of farm land for five hundred dollzrs. If deeds for

this proggrty ever did exist, they are not on hand st the

present. Ai¥xman visited Princeton in the 1920's and from

16
Clarence Paine, "Calsmity Jane, Man? Woman? or Both?",
Wegterners Brand Book, 1845-1946, pp. 77-78.
17

Duncan Aikman, Calemity Jane snd the Lady Wildeats, p. 15.

18
Inquiry st the County Courthouse in Princeton, Missouri,

gave no clue to the records mentioned by Alkman.
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a few recollections of old~timers spun an elsborate tale

of Martha Cannary and all of her family. of special interest
In this account were the parents, Bob and Charlotte. The
latter he described as flesmboyant, youthful and voluptuous
w#ith her unruly coppery red hair and large brown eyes which
never hegitasted to flirt with any man whom chance threw in
her path. ©She smoked cigarettes and drank whisky at z time
when such things were classed as & vice. By contrast, Bob
was a2 listless fellow. According to his sister, he was

dazzled by Charlotte's beauty in her early teens when he found

her in an ohlo bawdy house. As an innocent asnd not very shrewd

young farm boy he had married her to reform her, but obviously
failed in his ﬁission,lg

Johm §. MeClintock, Deadwood!s pioneer historian who
spent considerable time and money debunking western frontier
characters, believed that ¥srtha Cannary was born in Prince-
ton. Reports recelived by him which he deemed authentic
stated that her father was John Cannary, 2 hard drinker who
was very abusive of his family. They moved from Missourli to

Calamus, Dodge County, ¥isconsin, and Martha wes known to

¥cClintockrs informant as a member of the family there in 1866.

19
Aixman, pp. 7, 9.

20 .
Jonn S, McClintock, Pioneer Days in the Black Hills,
p', 115) N

20
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Bither mcClintock or his informant could have erred in
recollecting or recording the date that the Cannary family
came to Wisconsine. Thelr arrivsl might have been several
years before 1868, which would give them time to migrate

West and be there by December, 1864. It is not incongruous

to think that the gambler in Montana referred to in the news-
paper and the abusive father in wisconsin were the same person.

Wnhile neither the newspaper account nor the points pre-
sented by paine, Aikman and ¥eClintock prove that part or
parts of what Calamity said about her birth are true, yet
there is nothing which can eompleﬁely disqualify any of the
evidence, With so many little related bits pointing to con-
firm, in part, Calamity's story, the information as she gave
it is, in all probability, vaguely true. It 1is possible thsat
Martha Cannery was not born in Missouri. Her family might
have moved there early in her life, Then, when it came time
for her to write of her birthplace, Princeton was the first
clear recollection she had and comsequently sccurate enough
to suit her.

The most interesting of the many other versions of
Calamity's birth, of which none has ever become popular, is
one given by DPr. A, R, Hendricks of Des Moines, Iowa. It is
noted here not because of any historic importance but because

Calamity, unbellevably enough, was given an ecclesiastical
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background. In an 1877 Cheyenne paper Dr. gendricks claimed
that he knew Cslamity Jane before she scquired her epithet.
He said that he knew her people well, especially her father,
B, ®. Coombs who for many years was a pastor of the First
Baptist Church in Burlington, Iowa. There she was born in
1847, the youngest of four children, with two brothers and
one sisterwgl

Someone must have taken the story seriously, for the
followlng year a Black gills writer said that Calamity Jane
was indignant over the reports that she was "& 'horge thief?,
a 'highway woman,' a 'three-card monte sharp' and a
'ministerts daughter.' 8he says all these are false, the
last especially.”gz Fifty years lster the same quote was
juggled to read that "she was variously referred to as a
thighway woman,' & 'three-card monte sharp' and a 'minister's
daughter.! Jane said all these statements were 211 felse,

23
except the last which is authentic.”®

21 . .
Cheyenne (¥yoming) Sun, July 7, 1877.
his particular article must have had wide publicity
because the same one appeared in the Hew Northwest (Deer
Lodge, Montana), September 7, 1877 and the Flack Hills
Weekly Champion (Central City, “outh Dakotal, July 16, 1877.
22

" Horatio ¥. Maguire, ‘he “oming fmpire, p. 64.
23
nCalamity Jane as a Lady Bobinhood,® Litersry Pigest,
November 14, 1925, p. 46.
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CHAPTER III
APPEARANCE

Calsmity Jane's early life from the time she came to
Hontana until the mid-1870%'s is almost entirely unknown.
Her own words about this period, however, deserve attention
as there may be some truth in them. She says in her Auto-
biography that her family toock five months to mske the
Journey by the Overland Route from Missouri to Montansa.
There is nothing strange in that statement. Hundreds were
leaving their homes to seek gold or claim land in the West.
fne journey was arduous, and the Cannarys probsbly dldé spend
five months traveling through §ebraska, Wyoming, Utah, Idaho
snd Montana to Virginia City. Tt is not difficult to imagine )
that a vivacious girl of the young immigrant®s tempersment
enjoyed hunting, riding and the other experiences which she
described, if zllowance is made for her insistence upon
being the heroine in all the adventures. ©She observes in
her story that ®many times in crossing the mountains the
conditions of the trail were so bed that we frequentiy had
to lower the wagons over ledges by hand with ropes.”
Other writers have related that pioneers trekking west over

the mountains did thst very thing.

i
Autobiography, pp. 1-2.
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Martha's parents did not long survive the trip west,
and her family ties were soon broken. According to the
Autobiograph f?the mother died in 1866 and was buried in
Blackfoot, ﬁontana.a Kartha tells nothing more of her
life in this period but one incident 1s related by Tom
Brown in his book, Bomance of Everyday Life. This story,
which is of doubtful validity, states that Brown saw
Calamity Jane in Confederste Gulch, Montans, not far from
Blackfoot, about 1866, He judged her to be twenty or twenty-
two years of sge then, when she staged a one-woman stick-up
in & grocery store where he was a c¢ustomer. The motive for
her act was to obtain food for some sick miners for whom
she was caring.4

McClintock?!s narrative does much to dampen Tom Brown's
story. He says that he was in Confederate Gulch shortly
after 1866 where he heard the names of many who were or had
been in the vicinity but recalled no mention of this gun-

5
WOman.

2
1bid., p. 2. See first half of second paragraph.

Blackfoot City, Montana, was & tiny mining towm
loceted, in 1865, twenty-nine miles northeast of Deer
Lodge. It should not be confused with present day
Blsckfoot, Montana, in Glaecler County, on the Great
Northern Railroad. Calamity calls it Black Foot.

4 ,
Tom Brown, Homsnce of Evervday Life, pp. 41-42.
5

John 5. McClintock, pioneer Pays in the Black Hills,
p. 116.
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Calamity's own account tells that, soon after her
mother®s death, the family moved to Utah and the father
died a year later. FYrom her statement that "we arrived
at Fort Bridger in 1868, it may be surmised that she took
her brothers snd sisters into Wyoming. Thereafﬁer, ne
mention is made of her family, and it is probable that when
she came to Wyoming she put them out of her life.

Later she went to Yiedmont,Wyoming, where the Union
pacific workmen were engsged in buiiding the railroesd.
There she began her life of following the construction
cemps, Accounts given many years later by people who
saw her at that time vary ss to where she was living and
&s to her age, though none seems to doubt her calling.

In 1868 and 1869, the Union pacific pushed through Wyoming
and, to the throngs of men, this wayward girl found herself
attractive, The story of what happened in Wyoming differs
considersbly with each narrstive. One wss told to Mcllintoek
by a former sheriff snd deputy U. S.mershsl in I')»aen:h!ood,
Captain John P. Belding. He claims thet he knew Calsmity

in Cheyenne, Wyoming, in 1868 when the rsilroad wes being
built. ©She was known as & camp-follower snd at the age of
sixteen was so dissolute that she and others of her class

6
were ordered to leave town.

6
Idid., p. 1186.
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4 different story based on circumstantial evidence
appeared in the Cheyenne Democratic Leader in 1885. It
reported that Calamity Jane came to Miners' Delight,
%yoming, in 1888 when she was eleven years old. ©She lived
with the family of Mejor Gallagher. Mrs, Gallagher picked
up the girl as they passed through Fort Bridger. The
youngster knew nothing of her parents znd was a strazy from
infancy. ghe was pretty and vivacious but in & short time
her escapades shocked the whole settlement. The miners tock
up & collection and sent her to the railroad where for a few
years she became friendly with the most degenerate railroad
workers and other elements of the motley population.7

Paine does not think that this story can be true. He
points out that reports from the local paper in Minerst
Delight mentioned only Major 2nd Mrs. Gazllagher as coming to
thaet town in 1868. Several months later James Chisholm,

&n eastern newspaper correspondent, visited there, some of
the time as guest of the Gallaghers. In his diary he de-

sceribed in detail their family 1life but made no mention of
anyone else in their home‘8

A decided varistion in the story of following the rall-

road construction csmps 1s one repeasted by HMiguel Otero,

7 L
Cheyenne (Wyoming) Yaily Leader, November &, 1885.
8

Clarence paine, ®Celamity Jane, Man? ¥%oman? or Both?,”

Westerners Brand Pook, 1945-1946, p. 71.



former governor of Hew Mexico. He says that he saw her
about Hays City, Kansas, 1n 1868 when she was a compsra-
tively young woman, perhaps twenty years of zge, and still

extremely attractive. After a few yesrs she left Hays City

Ul

end moved from terminasl town to terminal town slong the ad-
vancing Kansag-pacific Reilroad, until she reached Xit
Carson, Coloradc. From there she drifted to podge City,
Graneda and La Junta along the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe.g
Two Black Hills old-timers, Jessie Brown end £, ¥, ¥illard,
perpetuate the story that Calamity wes born in Burlington,
Towa. They wrote in their boox, The Black Hills Trails,
that she was the dzughter of 2 Baptist minister.lo tccord-
ing to thelr story, she ran away from home when very young
and became the mistress of an army lieutenant. In Sydney,
Nebraska, she gave birth to 2 son and hig father sent the
infant back Bast to live with his grandperents. In the
meantime, Calamity's mother merried & retired soldier named
Hart and they crossed the plains to ga21t I~ke, Utah, picking
up the dsughter along the way. Marthes left her perents in
Sglt Lake and went to Rowlins, Wyoming. 1In order to get

away, she deceived her parents, msking them believe she was

cttending school. Lster at Fort ®teele, Wyoming, she became

9
Miguel Otero, ¥y Life on the Frontier, p. 22.

10 o
They call him Heverend Canary, not Coombs, as ¥r.

Hendricks indicated in his story.
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an inmzte of a bawdy house, well-kncwn to many soldiers and
teamsters., Her mother moved to Blackfoot, ¥ontana, and pre-
sided over a house of prostitution known as "Madan Canary‘s.”ll
The latter story becomes even more colorful when jikman de~
secribes the mother as red-headed Madam Canary running s
brothel appropriately called "The Bird Cage.” 7 Later,
Brown and Willard add that Jane married a man named White
who dressed her in finery. Her life with him soon paled,
30 she continued her roving, maklng her headquarters around
Gheyenne.ls |

Perhsps 1t 1s because there were two men working on
that Mauthentie history source book™ that the co-authors
were able to obtain so many detalls about the ezrly life
of Cslamity Jane, while others working feverishly single-
handed have falled to find any authentic trace of her during
these early years. However exacting their research may have
been, it is still hard to imagine that the prim Mrs. Canary
who solicitoqsly took care of her parishioners could be the

bragzen Madam Canary who managed prostitutes.

In addition to the uncertsinty and confusion which

11 I .
Jessie Brown and A. ¥. Willard, The Black gllls

frails, pp. 412-413.
iz

Duncan Aikman, Calgmity Jane and the Lady Hildeats,
Pp. 42-43,
13
Jessie Brown and A, ¥. Willard, p. 4l4.
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have arisen from conflicting reports of those early years
in the life of Calamity Jane, there is the guestion of her
physical appearance as a young woman. So many and Sc varied
are the descriptions given of her at different times through-
out her early life that there is certainly one to sult the

taste of any interested person. Aikman says that her hair
i4
was coppery-red, while a newspaper item from the Hebraska
15

Press tells of her sweeping raven locks. A friend of

¥iss Bstelline Bennett knew Calamity in Cheyenne as s pretty
_ 18
dark-eyed girl, but the Roecky Mountain News mentions that
17

her eyes ®emit a greenish glare."® Wi1liam Berry, an old
1

B

acquaintance of Calamity, said she was six feet tall,
19

while a newspaper In 1878 called her "a 1little creature.”
Otero saw her in gansas at the age of twenty, when she was
extremely attractive.go Ten years later she was described
by a South Dakota paper as looking like the fresult of a

cross between the gable end of a fire proof and a Sioux

14
15 Alkmsn, p. 44
Bogky gggggg%g jews (Denver, Cclcrado}% June 10, 1877,
citing xebrasks (Nebraska City, Nebraska) fress.
16
Estelline Bennett, 0ld Deadwood Days, p. 240.
17
Bocky Mountaln Hews, January 11, 1878.
- 18

Interview with ¥r. William Berry August 1949.
19

Rocky Mountain Kews, Jenuary 11, 1878.
20

Otero, p. 22.
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21
Indian.® Miss Bennett quoted 2z description of a Dr.

Babeoek, with whom Calamity was supposed to have worked
a3 a nurse in the epidemic of 1878, to the effect that
beauty was her best asset,gg while & newspaper account
of the same year remarked that ®the old madam was not
genergus with her when she cast the die that moulded
her.sz

There are dozens of other statements like the ones
Just related which differ greatly from esch other. Those
who describe her all 1nsist that they saw her at one time
or another. The reason for this diversity of opinion about
her appearance may be that she was such an ordinary looking
person that no one noticed anything about her, If she had
had an unususl or outstanding feature, zll who saw her
would azgree slmost wmanimously on at least that one thing.
However, since she probsbly had only the looks of the
average frontier woman, snyone called upon to describe her
might very well make up any story thet seemed plausible.

Close observation of the ten existing pictures of her

show that she had dsrk hair and high cheek bones. Her

21 , . ‘
Black Hi11ls Deily Times (“eadwood,south Lakota),
September 21, 1877.
22 .
Bennett, p. 222,
23

Dally press and Dakotian (Yankton, South Dakotal,
August 8, 1877, citing Deadwood (Soutﬁ Dakota) Champion.



25

figure was slender as a young woman, but stocky during her
later life. Shortly before her death she seemed to be slim
agaln., In no picture is her appesrance striking or even
very attractive., She looks plain and mannish, in fact,

whether dressed Iin her buckskin suit or in z dress.

It is often suggested that there are so many conflict-
ing stories of the activities of Calamity Jane and descrip-~
tions of her person becsuse there was more than one Calamity
Jane, One view 1s that Martha Cannary wass confused with
other women who dressed in male attire. In those days few
women wore trousers and the ones who did attracted attention.
In Jenuary, 1877, a young femsle was fined ten dollars and
costs in a Cheyenne, Wyoming, court for appearing on the
streets in ment's apparel, which implies that the number of
women with whom Calamity could be confused on that score
was necessarily small.

There was, for example, 2 well-known figure in
Cheyenne and surrounding towns. Her name was Minnie Watson,
otherwise known as F. Frank, a worthless woman who also
dressed like a man. There were rumors sbout her exploits
with Custer which have never been proved. Her conduct
and appearance may have been similar to Calamity's but

there is nothing that indicates she was ever given Martha's



alias. The newspapers did not confuse the two, for in
January, 1877, after asn item about Calamity Jane in South
Dakota, the Cheyenne Laily Lesder said thet F. Frank wss
"s£11l vexing the souls of the police of Laramie “ity.”

Besides #artha Cannary, there was, however, another
Calamity Jane, Mattie Young, in Denver, “olorado. From
newspaper accounts it can readily be seen that she had
nothing in common with Martha except her drunkenness and
whoring. Since Mattie did not dress in men's clothes or
roam the countryside following the soldiers, miners or
cattlemen, but chose to reside safely within the city in
her particular district, she could not have been easily
misteken for Calamity Jane “annary by anyone other than
local citizens. Becsuse the accident in which the drunken
¥attie Young wes killed caused injJury to several innocent
Denver residents, the papers carried indignant reports of
the wild spree in which she figured. Injured in a buggy
ride while out with three other persons, the frsil lady
was taken to the hospltal and died a few days lster. Her
demise czme on August 28, 1878, so any confusion of the
two after that date 1s not possible.

There may have been other women who were incorrectly
called Cslamity Jane, but their reputation soon dled and
by the time other Calsmitys began to appear sll over the
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vountry, Martha Cannary had so established herself thst
there wes nc longer confusion among her contemporsries.

It seems to have been the fashion, in towns where
Martha Cannzry had once resided or had been known, for an
especially notorious woman to be named Calamity sfter
Calamity Jane. All the residents knew that she was not
the Calamity but they called her by that name, In
Larasie an example was Mrs. Ople, alies "Kentucky Belle,¥®
alias Calamity Jsne, who wss sent to Fort Collins. The
¢citizens hoped that she would keep "her ugly mug" out of
town for awhiie. [Livingston, Montana, had a similar sit-
uation. An Annie Filmore, called Calamity Jane Number Two,
was badly mauled and beaten by a male friend.24 In
Cheyenne, an infamous womsn cslled Sarah was referred to by
the locsl newspaper as "Calamity Sal." Found in an alley
under the effects of too much aleochol, she was "toted to the
cooler® by the police,gs The three characters are typical
of many others referred to by the newspapers in the 1880's.
Readers todsy have difficulty in deciding whether the lady

of whom they read was the real Cslamity or just another

local trouble-maker. It should be repested sgain that the

24 A
Livingston (Montansa) ®nterprise, June 12, 18886.
£5
Cheyenne Paily Leader, May 16, 1883.
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townspeople knew who their character was and seldom
were confused between Cannzry or Calamity Jane and

the impostor,



CHAPTER IV
SCOUTING

A gcout was 2 man on the frontier whom the army used
as an expert on its campaigns because of his superlor know-
ledge of the Indians. Scouting wag not necessarily an
occupation. A man might be a scout on one campaign only,
because he knew thst psrticular territory and the tribes
there. Usually he was a white man who refused to conform
to the rules of soclety. Before he became a scout he roamed
the prairiesy, mountains and deserts for years alone or in
the compeny of the Indians. He knew thoroughly lsrge aress
of the country-side and enjoyed his wild dangerous life.
Sometimes ke was a full-blocoded Indisn or a half-breed. His
main duty ®&s a scout was to locate the Indians and ascertszin
their number by tracks and slgns. 1In order to do this he
ordinarily went alone in advance of the army, exposed to
danger of ambush and sudden attack. He wes often regarded
as a brave man and sometimes even as & hero.

Calamity Jane professed to ally herself to the exalted
profession of scouting at the early age of eighteen, bosast-
ing that even then she was fully able to perform the daring
and difficult tasks assigned her. ZThe beginning of her
glorious life with the army she descrlbes:
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Joined Genersl Custer as & scout st Fort Bussell,

‘ﬁyomingé in 1870, end started for #rizona for the

Indien “ampaign. Up to this time T had szlways worn

the costume of my sex., When I joined Custer I

donned the uniform of z soldier., It was z bit

awkward at first but I so?n got to be perfectly

et home in ments clothes,
The trousers and persphernslia of e soldier may have been
Tz bit awkward at first® but stlll more awkward for the
story 1s the fact that Custer never wes at Fort D. A. Bussell.
He never in hls lifetime set foot Iinside the bounds of
Arizona, much less fought in the Indian campaigns there,
By & careful check of Custer's every move it is easy to

2

deduct where he was not. In 1870, while Calamity main-
talned she was scouting with him, he was at Fort Leavenworth,

Kansas writing his ¥ar Hemoirs. He even obtained lesve and

with his wife visited New York, 1In the summer of 1870 he
went on hunting expeditions with tourists attracted west by
his fame.a

Ancther milifary assignment from her Life and Adventures
goes:

¥e were afterwards ordered to Fort Custer, where

Custer city now stands, where we arrived in the
spring of 1874; remained around Fort Custer all

T .
Aytobiography, p. 2.
2 > 3
~ Frederic ¥, Van de Water, Ulory-Hunter »nd Frederick
Whittaker, A “omplete Life of Ueneral George A. Custer.
3

Ibid., pp. 473-476.



summer and were ordered to Fort Russell in
fall gf 1874, where we remained until spring of
1875,

gince Fort Custer was not built until 1878 it is hard to

imagine just how or why Celamity was ordered there in the

5

spring of 1874 to remain until that fall.

Calamity Jane claimeé that in 1875 she went with the
troops when they were ordered to the Blasck Hills., There
is some indication that she went In that yecr in some
capacity or other with the Jenney Expedition. Here is what
she says of the trip:

was then ordered to the Black Hills to protect

miners, as that country was controlled by the

Sioux Indisns and the government had to send the

soldiers to protect the lives of the miners and

settlers in that section. Remained there until

fall of 1875 and wintered in Fort Laramie.®

By the treaty of April, 1868, the Sioux Indlans were
given an immense reservation of which the Black Hills were
part. In 1874 Custer made a hasty trip through that
country to obtain information for the government about the
region. The several miners with the expedition found gold
distributed in gulches throughout the areas. The news of
gold, though only modest mention was made of it by the

miners and Custer, fired the imagination of American

4 utobiograph De 3.

5 Edgar ¥, Ledyard, "American Posts,¥ Utah Historical
Quarterly, October, 1928, p. 128.

8 sutobiography, p. 3.



progpectors and frontiersmen. Many wanted badly to go to
the new flelds but expressed no wish to transgress the word
of the government given in the treaty to stay off the reser-
vation. They thought the government should either buy the
Black Hills or get some concession from the Indians. So the
Secretary of Interior appointed several trustworthy persons
to examine the region for paying quantities of gold. The
facts learned about the mineral deposits would give a basis
for subsequent negotiztions with Indians for the territory.

¥alter p. Jenney was commissioned to undartake this
work. Henry Newton was to act as assistent while V. T.
McGillycuddy, M. D., late of the Lake and Borthern Boundary
Surveys, was appointed topographer. Thirteen other men
ranging from astronomer to cook made up the clvilian
personnel. As military escort there were four hundred men
with a train of seventy-five wagons under Lieutensnt Colonel
R. I. Dodge. The two groups assembled near Fort Laramie
May 24, 1875, and began the journey which covered the entire
area of the Black Hills between the forks of the Cheyenne.
Oon October 14, 1875, the expedition returned to Fort
Laramie, having met no Indians during the five months in the
field.7 It was with this group that Calamity is supposed to
have made her first trip into the Black Hills.

i
U. 8. “eographicdl and Geological burvey of the Rocky
Mountain Region, Report on the Geology snd Resources né -
alter

Black Hills of %ggggg, with Atlas by Henry Newton and
P. Jenney, pp. 1.



Dr. Helillycuddy, the topographer, has related a
rather long ecircumstential story of Cslamity Janets part
in this expedition. He alwsys insisted that she made the
entire trip. He later remembered that, according to her,
Colonel Dodge had refused her permission to go. She then
had appealed to the topographer to put In a good word for
her, but he had explained it would be useless since he had
nothing to do with the personnel assigned to the party.
Calamity was determined, for her then current lover, a
Sergeant Shaw, was a trooper in the cavalry detailed to
Colonel Dodge's assignment. Dressed like a trooper she
went with the expedition.

Four days out from Laramie, Calamity Jane was dis-
covered when striding from the soldiers' section past the
officers?! gquarters to the sutler's store at the other end
of csmp. Unfortunstely, she met the officer of the day
to whom she rendered a snappy salute. He acknowledged it
and passed on, only to find several soldlers snickering at
him. He demanded to know the cause of their merriment and
was told that he had Just met and saluted Calamity Jane.
The incident was reported to Dodge who knew that he must
get rid of her. It seemed heartless to send her back sixty
miles through the wilderness to Fort Laramie., DBut disci-

pline had to be maintained and he ordered her to go. As
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the expedition pulled out the next morning Calamity,
standing with her pony by the trail, watched the troops
pass by her. OShe wss not worried, however. As the wagon
train and traln gusrd brought up the rear, she turned her
pony in among the led horses,; slipped under a wagon bow
and disappeared from sight. The next day she was dis-
covered and ordered awey again. The ceremony was repeated
8
daily during the whole trip.

A more revealing story about the discovery of
Calamity 1n Dodgets army has its coterie of followers,
even though its origin is still more doubtful thaen the
other., It is probably but another of the exaggerated
accounts of Holbrooks

While the Jenney party was being formed and equipped

at Fort Larsmle, one of its enlisted men, Sergeant

Frank Siechrist, met up with Calamity Jane...and

got her rigged up in the baggy, shapeless clothes

of the enlisted man of 1875, and awsy she went to

the Blaek Hills.... At some stop along the way,

sfter the party had camped one evening, an officer
strolling near a stream to watch the soldiers
swimming was struck dumb--we can presume——

for Jane was right in there with the boys snd she

had troubled herself no more than they sbout a

pathing suit. She was promptly sent back to Fort

Laramie.®
Evidence supporting neither of these stories 1s con-

clusive, and indeed there is no absolute proof that she

T
Julia B. ®clillyeuddy, McGillyeuddy Agent, pp. 30-34.
9

Stewart H. Holbrook, pittle Annie Oakley and Other
Rugged psople, pp. $2-38.




made the trip at all, even as a camp-follower.
Before the Jenney Expedition returned to its base,

the Uovernment began negotiations for buying the Black
10
Aills, but failed to reach an agreement with the Indians,

Apprehensive of what was to follow, the army began to
strengthen its power around the Sioux reservation and the
mceded territory of the Sioux. General George Crook was
in command of the Department of the Platte with headguarters

at Fort Fettermsn. In ¥arch, 1878, Crook was instructed to
11
reduce the Indisns to subjugsation. There 1s positive

evidence that Cslamity Jsne was with the troops on this
expedition. Just exaetly what she was doing and how long

she remained with the outfit is a point for speculstion.
12
on February 21, 1876, I. N. Bard wrote in his diarys

¥Yery pleasant all day. Left town at 9 a. n.
Made a short eall at Pole Creek. There is six
or eight Black Hills teams here. Drove over to
Fagans. He 1s crowded full. Calamity Jane is
here going up with the troops. I think there is
trouble ahead. Everything 1s crowded here.
There 1s seven Compsnies on the road.

¥hen Crookts expedition returned without sccomplish-
ing anything, General gheridan ordered three separate

10

Charles Deland, The ®ioux ¥Wars, p. 212.
11
|, Lide, p. 220.

Bard worked for John (Portugee) Phillips at Chugwater,
¥yoming. Later he owned Bardt*s Ranch on the Little Bear.
The ®town” referred to is Cheyenne.

13

This unpublished diary is in the Agnes Wright Spring
Collection, Western History Department, Denver Public
Library, DPenver, Colorado.




columns to advance into southeastern Montana near the

Big Horn reglon., The first column was under General

John Gibbon and consisted of troops from the Montana

camps; the second under General Alfred Yerry started

from Fort Linecoln, Dakota; the third column was under

Genersl Crt}ok’l4 The latter was to move from‘Fert

Fetterman slong the same route that he had tzken in

March, past Cemp Reno and Fort Kearney into Big Horn

country and eventually unite with the two cther strong

columns. Under Terry was Custer with his Seventh Cavalry,
In command of fifteen companies of eavalry and five

companies of infantry, General Crook moved out from Fetter-

man on ¥ay 29, 1876, heading northwest. Three days later

a heavy snow storm made the day miserable and drove the

temperature so low that the water froze in the camp kettles.

On June 8, the monotony of camp life was broken by an

sttack of Sicux and Ghayennes.lsl Some time after that attack

and before June 14, Lieutenant Bourke, alde-de-camp for

Crook, noted in his diary that it was whispered one of their

teamsters was Calamity Jane., Her sex was discovered when

the wagon-master noted that she did not cuss her mules

14

John gregory Bourke, Op the Border with Crock, p. 285.
15

Zhidi’ F?o 289“"2961
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with the enthusiasm to be expected from a graduate of

Patrick and Saulsbury's Black Hills stage Line, as she
16
had represented herself to be., In corroboration with

the lieutenant on that point was Captain Anson ¥ills,
well-known soldier under Crook, who saild he saw and talked
to her during that same campaign., pis explanation was that,
in organizing the wagon train, the wagon-master had inad-
vertently hired Calamity who was not discovered until the
outfit neared Fort Reno. 4&fter her arrest she was placed
in improvised female attire and carried along until 2

force was arginized to carry back the wounded, with whom
7
she was sent. Both accounts seem logical enough and might

be accepted if 1t were not for a Cheyenne newspaper item at

that timel

On Bunday, June 10 that notorious female, Calamity
Jane greatly rejoiced over her release from durance
vile, procured a2 horse and buggy from Jas. Abney'ls
stabie, ostenslibly to drive to Fort Russell and back.
By the time she had reached the Fort, however, in-
dulgence in frequent and 1libersl potations completely
befogged her not very clear brain, and she drove
right by thst place never drawing rein until she
reached the Chug fifty miles distant. ©Continuing

to imbibe bug-Jjulce at close intervals and in large
guantities throughout the night, she woke up the
next morning with a vague idea that Fort Bussell

hsd been removed but being still bent on finding it,
she drove on, finally sighting Fort Laramie, ninety
miles distant., Reaching there she discovered her
mistske, but didn't show much disappolntment. She

18
Ihida ¥y y? L3 299‘“50@ L3
17
Anson ¥ills, My Story, p. 397.



turned her horse out to grass, ran the buggy into

a corral, and began enjoying life in camp after

her usual fashion. When Joe Rankin reached the

FPort, several days later, she begged him not to

arrest her, and as he had no suthority to do seo,

he merely took charge of Abney’s futfit which was

brought back to this city Sunday.i8

Lieutenant Bourke did not say that he had actually
seen Calamity or knew her presence to be s fact, but only
that Pit wss whispered that one of our tesmsters was a
woman, and no other than 'Calamity Jsnel® Captain Wills,
however, related a comical incident on the trip in which
he was personally involved with her, His story wes that
the day she was discovered and placed under guard, he was
going through the wagon-master's outfit., &s he passed,
Calsmity Jane ealled out, "There is Colonel Mills, he knows
me!® Tt turned out that she had often seen #ills in the
home of & friend where Calamity had been hired as z cook.
He wss much chagrined at such familierity from a woman of
nher class and turned away. This story Mills told when
reminiscing about the Rosebud &xpedition in an address
before the Order of Indizn Wars in 1917, forty years

£0

sfter the campaign. ¥ithout guestioning his ability =as
an army officer, or integrity as & person, it 1s easy to

imagine that he threw in the fanciful tale of Calamity

i8

Cheyenne (Wyoming) Daily Leader, June 20, 1876.
ig
20

¥ills, p. 397.




Jane to liven up a somewhst gloomy subject.

Calamity®s own story of her work with Crook has
afforded much materizl for fiction writers and historians:

In spring of 1878, we were orcered morth with

General Crook to 3@in Gentls §ilesg Terry and

Custer at Big Horn river. Du gnv this march I

swam the Flatte river at Fort fetterman as I

was the hearer of important dispatches. I had

a ninety mile ride to make, being wet ané e¢cld,

I contracted s severe illness and was sent back

in Gen. Crook's ambulance to Fort Fetterman where

I laid in the hosgpital for fourteen daysﬁgl

It is compsratively easy to point out how palpably
incorrect are the statewents "by herself.® £ few of the
following errors plus the sbove newspaper quotction show
without doubt that Calamity Jane had no part in the
Battle of the Bosebud. It was Genersl Gibbon, not Miles,
whom Crook was to join. If Jane had been scouting,
certaeinly she would have known exactly whom she might
expect to meet when the forces united, even though re-
ealling the battle twenty years later. Furthermore, the
scouts were named by Lieutenant Sourke as Frank Gruard,
"to whom the whole country was as familiar as z book,"

22

Louis Richaud and Baptiste "Big Bat" Pourrier. Just when
she was reguired to carry dispatches bsck to Fort Fetterman

i1s hard to visualize, as only one return trip was made before

21

Autoblography, p. 4.
22
Bourke, p. 290.
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the wounded were sent back. A courier named Harrison
undertook the dangerous Job of carrying official
communications back to Fatterman.gs This fort was on

the north side of the Platte, which mesnt thet no one

need cross the Platte to get from Crook to the fort,

Phere were no written dispatches between Crook and

Gibbon, because the Crow Indlans supplied the news., Up
until the end of June,qna word was received from Ueneral
Terry and his eommand¢h4 Where, then, was she delivering
all of her important messages? The ninety-mile ride about
which she wrote might have been, in reality, the wild

goose chase she made from Cheyenne to Fort lLaramie mentioned
in the newspaper. If she had been a teamster on the Hosebud
Expedition with Crook, which she obviously was not, she no
doubt wounld hsve ridden back in s wagon or ambulance for
the wounded, but umder guard and not because she contracted
an illness requiring two weeks hospitalization.

%riters have been prone to combine bits of Calamity's
story with pileces of the newspaper item and come out with
exciting new stories. Typlcal of many historic attempts to
show the true Calamity Jane is the one by Miss Estelline
Bennetti

23

Lbidn’ p. 2984
24
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She came into the Black Hills first with General
Crook's command in the summer of '75 when he had
marched in from Fort laramie to order the miners
out of the Hills until treaties could be made with
the Indisns. Calamlity had been in Cheyenne getting
a little bored and restliess when she heard of the
proposed expedition intc s new, wild, and dangerous
country. ZThe day she heard about ﬁt, she hired =
team and buggy to "go for a little ride,” she told
the man at the livery stable. B8he drove her horses
at an easy trot through the streets of “heyenne,
but when she had left the eity behind she speeded
up and drove as rapldly es her considerztion for
horses would permit. Arrived at Fort Laramie,

she left her rlg where its owner could recover it,
smuggled herself in smong the soldiers, and wes too
far on the wey to the outlsw country to be sent
back, before anyone discovered she was a woman , £9

Deadwood merchants today are making easy money from

gullible Black Hills tourists who buy postcards like the

two

photostated on the next page. When, after much

research, it is difficult to prove that Calamity Jane

ever accompanied the troops even as a bull-whacker, such

statements as those on the postcards, exalting her as s

scout, are ridiculous.

25

Fstelline Bennett, 01d Yeadwood Days, p. 233.
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CHAPTER V
RICKNAME

The origin of the nicknsme, Calamity Jane, has been
dealt with by every old-timer, historlian, Journalist,
montebsnk and poor man's philosopher who has felt called
uapon to comment on this woman of the frontier., A few
agree wlth George Hoshier, an old friend snd pall-bearer
at Calamity Jane's funeral, that she had the name early
in 1ife because she was prone to calamity. In the color-
ful words of that old piomeer, "if she sat on & fence rail it
would rare up and buck her off.”l Another account ststes
that she got the name after her outstanding service in Dead-
woodts smallpox epidemic of 18?8,2 but by that time she had
already been Calamity Jane for severzl yesrs. The St. Psul
Dispsteh of July 13, 1901, explained it ss follows: ®She
gets her name from & faculty she has had of producing a
ruction at any time and plzce and on short notice." Dr. V.
T. ¥McYillycuddy stated that she was cslled Calamity because
of the calsmltous deaths of her father and mother.g Since

the topographer has been shown to be a writer of doubtful

1 Great Falls (Montana) “eader, July 16, 18086.
2

Lewis Crawford, Bekindling Camp Fires, p. 274.

Dr. V. 7. McGillycuddy to Bditor of the Bapid City
Journal, October 1, 1924, ®outh Dskota Historical
Society Library.
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reliability, this theory can also be questioned,

Perhaps the earliest and most imaginstive account of
the captious appellation appeared in z highly fictionallzed
story, ®#Calamity Jane, Queen of the Plains.® In that senssa-
tional tale, Jesse James inquired sbout her doleful sobriquet.
Her gloomy reply to that frontier bad man is as follows?

when I went Yo a mining town in Colorade at first,
I was simply known as Jane--by some called 'Pretty
Jane.? But wherever I went some great evil came
upon some of the men or their familles....Their
wives would fall into old shafts snd bresk their
necks, some of the men would accidentally shoot
themselves, or so 1t was supposed, when a man was
found with a barrel of his own pistol empty znd

he dead beside it on the ground. Children belong-
ing to such men got lost, and weren't found till
they had starved to desth in some lone gulch.

And as wherever I moved these things happened,
people begsn to think I had the fevlil eye and
carried bad luck with me, and they called me
Calamity Jane. 7I've borne the ominous name for
years.

In addition to scores of suggestions like the ones
mentioned, there are two maln versions, each of which has
numerous adherents. The first theory appesred in Calamity's
putobiography, which was not published till 1896. Calamity
may have been giving the same thrilling story long before
that to a generation of "bar-flies® and "grt-:*enhc:rns."l vhe
may just once have been cajoled by the hoax-lovers into re-

enacting the scene for a erowd of "tenderfeet,” and been

o

Reckless Ralph, "Calamity Jane, Queen of the Plains,”
Street and Smithts Bew York Weekly, January 28, 1882, p. 3.




stuck with the story. Estelline Bennettts uncle,
General Dawson, stated once that Calamity Jane in her

later days had lost track of which stories were true
5
and which were not. Here ig Calamity's story, as told

in the panmphlet:

After that campaign I returned to Fort Sanders,
Wyoming, remained there untll spring of 1872,

when we were ordered out to the Muscle Shell or
Rursey Pursey Indian outbreak. In that war
Generals Custer, Miles, Terry and Crock were 211
fngaged. This campaign lasted until fall of 1873.
t was during thils campalgn that was christened
Calamity Jane. It was on Goose Creek, Wyoming,
where the town of Sheridan is now located. Capt.
bgan was in command of the Post. W¥e were ordered
out to quell an uprising of the Indians, and

were out for several days, had numerous skirmishes
during which six of the soldiers were killed and
several severely wounded. When on returning to
the Yost we were ambushed about & mile and & half
from our destination. When fired upon Capt. Egsn
was shot. I was riding in sdvance and on hearing
the firing turned in my saddle and saw the Captain
reeling in his saddie as though about to fsll. I
turned my horse and galloped back with mll haste to
his side and got there in time to catch him as he
was falling. I lifted him onto my horse in front of
me and succeeded in getting him safely to the Fort.
Capt, Ygan on recovering, laughingly said? ™I name
you Calamity Jane, the heroine of the plsinms,® I
have borne that name up to the present time.®

This exciting quotation can be proved to contain little
truth. The only asccurate statement is that Sheridan,

Wyoming, 1s near Qoose Creek.

t——

S5

Lstelline Bennett, 0ld Deadwood Days, p. 234.
8

Autobiography, p. S.
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One historian has an informative sidelight about the
"rescuer” and the "rescued.” He wrote that "her only trace-
able relation with Egan was when she laundered his uniform,
while he remembered that he ordered her and another woman
off tge reservation because of their bad influence on the
men.® Captain Jeck Crawford, one time chief of scouts
in the United States Army, refuted the &gsn theory when he
said that he "was with Captain Bgan and his white Horse
troop and helped pstrol the roads between Fort “aramie and
Red ﬁanyan, and no such fight ever took place, nor was
Captain Egan wounéad.“g Egan was a colorful personality
and the kind of men with whom Calamity would have liked
to be permanently linked.

In 1872 and 1873, the Nez Perce Indians were stolid
and placid, roaming around at home in Idaho. Those were
not war years but revival years when migsionaries were
busy preaching to their people and baptizing them at &
near record rate.g The Hez Yerce %ar lasted from June,

1877, until gctober of the same year. That brave trek

would scarcely be called elther an uprising or outbrezk by

7
Harold &, Briggs, Frontiers of the Northwest, p. 80.

8 ‘

Rapid “ity (South pakota) Journal, no date on clipping
in files South pakota Historical Ssciety Library. Con-
text tells that it must have been a few weeks after
Calamity Jane's death, August 1, 1903.

9 _
Kate C. McBeth, The Bez Perces ©ince Lewls and Clark,
pp. 73-88.
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& soldier or scout familiar with the war. DBesides,
Calamity was not there when the actual fighting tecok

place. During July, August and September of the five-
month campaign she was conspicuously seen in three
different states far away from elther the fleeing tndians
or pursuing srmy. When she showed up in Wyoming the first
week in July the paper noted! "The return of the well-known
frontierswomen, Calamity Jesne, to Cheyenne, which took
place yesterday, was one of the few events of a dull sultry
July day.“l August 4, she appesred in Sidney, Nebrasks.
The Sidney Telegraph reported; "Calemity Jane has arrived

from the Black pills, She receilved promotion on the road
as assistant wagon boss.”™ 'In true character, a month
later she gave Deadwood, ®outhDskots, newspaper men an
excellent chance to display their journalistic talents:

That theroine of the Hills,' who figured so
largely in the local columns of our contempo-
rary this morning, didn't Ypan out! very well
upon investigestion. ©She is a low down
prostitute who has been herding with Indiens,
negroes, and soldiers, for the past year....
Ingtead of leaving town on 2 high mettled
steed, as described by the ramsntic local of
the pioneer, she repaired to Chinatown and

got drunk. ©&he was met there last evening
¥ith & bloody nose, and, upon being asked where
she was going, answered, 'Yod knows, i dontt.!
That is the kind of a heroine she is.ll

10
1 Cheyenne (Wyoming) Sun, July 7, 1877.

Bisck HIlls Daily Fimes (Deadwood, South Dakota),
September 21, 1877.



47

Generals Howard and Gibbons and Colonels ®turgis
and Miles were the leaders in the sttack on the Indians,
not Generals Custer, Terry and Crook as stested by
Czlamity Jane. Custer, for example was not encountering
Indians in 1872 and 1873 and, during the time that the
Hez Perce fighting was golng on in 1877, he had been
dsad for one year. Likewise, Crook had nothing to do
with the Nez Perces. From 1871 through 1875 he dealt
with the flerce Apaches in Arizona and, during Chief
Joseph'!s retreat, he was busy trylmg to put the Sioux
ageneies into respectable shape. There are similar
time discrepancies for Terry and Miles in 1872-1873 so
it can be econcluded that she did not know who wes in
charge of the Nez perce War.

Chief Joseph did not lezd his people nearly so far
east as to the post where Calamity Jane claimed she was

stationed. From Yellowstone Park in western Wyoming the

Indians went nearly due north into Montsna, while Calamity

was in central Wyoming on the eastern side of the Big Horn

Mountains. 80 many errors in geographical location,

dates, wars and military leaders show that the Goose Creek

incident could not possibly have taken place, and since it

did not, the inception of the name Calamity Jane could not

have occurred in the way the Autobiography stsotes.
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Next in popularity to her own story invelving Captain
kgan comes the more logical but unfounded story which had
its earliest appearance in the obituary notice for Calamity
Jane, The Desdwood paper suggested that sthe name 1s sal
to have been applied to her by R1Ll Hye during the eafly
seventies when he was editing the Larsumie ngmeragg.”¢2
Before the validity of that statement can be snalyzed,
the reader must know that Calamity received her nickname
before February, 1878. The first contemporary mention of
her as Cslamity Jane was February 21, 1876, when I. N.
Bard wrote in his diary: "Calamity Jane is here going up

13
with the troops." The Laramie Boomerang was founded in

1881, at least five years after she became Calamity. Bill
Nye came from Wisconsin to Wyoming in the late spring of

1876 and began his western newspaper career on the Laramie

12
joneer-Limes (Veadwood, Bouth Dakota), August 2, 1903.
‘his writer became enthusiastic over the Lsramle Boom-
erang suggestion snd boarded & bus for Qheyenne‘ £t the
yoming State Historiecsl Library she hoped to find the Bill
Nye guotatlon among the early 1870 Boomerangs. Undaunted,
after a long hot trip, by the fact that the 1library had
no early Laramie papers whatsoever, she put in a call to
the tniversity Library in Laramie to make sure it had the
desired papers before making snother journey. While waiting
for the call to go through, the author discovered & pertinent
book, The Life of Bill Nye, lying on the shelf, glanced
through it and found that éill Nye's Boomersng was not
founded until 1881, more than five years too late to be of
value for this study.
1
: This unpublished dlary is in the Agnes Wright Spring
Collection, Western History Department, Denver public
Library, Denver, “olorsdo.
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Daily #~entinel sometime after sy 10. Three nmonths

previously, Mr. Bard saw Martha Cannary whom he referred
to as Calamity Jane. Tt is, however, possible that the
great humorist, Nye, did at one time suggest that Calamity
Jane was so named because P"hard luck and Martha Cannary
always went hand in hand,“lg but under no circumstence
ca?ld he have done the original naming in either the
Sentinel or Boomerang.

Pernaps Merthe Cannary was not named Cslsmity Jane
because of any one particular episode such as the Gocse
Creek incident or by any person as respected as Bill Hye.

In the early days even the most casual observer of that

lewd "jane-about-town® must have noticed that activity seemed
to spring up wherever she wass, and conversely, that she
followed excitement wherever it went. ~o, 1t 1is possible
thst Marths could hsve become Calamity Jane by the

slightest sccident.

Calamity Jane never did say that any part of her real
name included "Jane.™ 1In the first sentence of the Auto-
blography she steted: "My malden name was Marthy Cannary...."

®hen she was buried in Deadwood her tombstone was marked

14
Reference Librarian, University of ¥yoming, to
Roberts Sollid, June 21, 1950, in the files of this author.
15
Frank J. Wilstach, ®Wild Bill Hickok, p. 262.
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Mrg, ¥. B, Burke. Her husband's name was Clinton Burke

so there was no confusion of initials between Calamity

and Mr. Burke, &ince Jane, the second word of the
nickname, was so important in Calamity's career, why

d¢id she not mention her maiden name as Martha Jane
Cannary? Deadwood residents knew her ag Calamity Jane

for years and yet they buried her not ¥. J. but M. B,

. Burke. The answer might be that Jane was not her middle
name and that whatever her middle name was, it began with
en B. Today, espeeially in society on Calamity's level,

& young woman 1s often called a skirt, a twist, a femme,
or by an old expression, a jane. +hat latter title might
well have been used by many in the middle 1870's when re-
ferring to Calamity. How easy for someone tslking about
the escapades of Martha E. Cannary to have szid, "Calamity
sure follows that jene and I guess from all I hear that
that jane follows calamity. Maybe we ought to call her
Calamity Jene.” From some such statement the epithet
could have taken hold snd stuck. In an age of Madame Moustache,
Kitty the Schemer, Deadwood Dick, and wild Bill Hickok, a
name like Calamity Jane would have had no trouble immediately

becoming part of the frontier voeabulary.



CHAPTER VI
HUSBANDS, LAWFUL AND CASUAL

The name of ®1ld Bill Hickok has often been intimately
linked with that of Calamity Jane in both the movies and dime
novels, Most historians, however, are reticent about agree-~
ing that there was s marriage or even a romance between the
two. *‘he writers to whom ¥ild Bill is s hero will argue
that he was too fastidious to have anything to do with
such a women.

On her deathbed, Calamity Jene muttered something
about being burled next to ®ild Bill but this wes probably
one of her fantastic ideas. During her sctive life, as far
as is known, she sald little that would Indicste any special
affection for him. In 1902 when ssked by z noted explorer
about the truth of the story, "Jane of the Plains," which
had tender love scenes between Calsmity and Bill, she
said that the ®thriller" was full of "blankety-blank li:as."l
Her Autobicgraphy mskes only brief mention of him:; "I
st-rted for Fort Laremie where 1 met Wm, Hickok better known
as Wild Billé and we sterted for Deadwood, where we arrived

about June.n

1
Lewis Freeman, Down the vellowstone, p. 76.

2
Autobiography, p. 4.




There 1s some guestion about when the two arrived in
Deadwood, but most authorities have settled upon sometime
in June, 1876. Since most of the newspaper files of that
town were destroyed by fire in 1879 and the rest stolen,
exact informstion 1s hard to obtain. Despite that fact,
the date of their arrival can be narrowed down to between
June 15 and July 15, 1876. An outside source, the
Ehevenne Daily Leader of July 30 carried a four-word news
item from the Black wills Pioneer of July 15, which said,
"Calamity Jane has arrived.® 7Tt has already been noted
that she was at Fort lLaramie about June 15.3 This fact is
in line with her own statement that she met Wild Bill at
Fort Laramie and they reached Deadwood in June. Captain
Jack Crawford, the poet scout, sald that he talked to Bill
sometime that June in Cheyenne and Bill told him that up
to that time he had never seen Calamity Jane.4 Since Fort
Laramie was ninety miles north of Cheyenne and on the
direct route to Deadwood, it 1s reasonable to assume that
Wild Bill did meet Calamity there or at some other point

along the wey in late June and that the two journeyed

together to Deadwood the latter part of thet month or

3 .
Cheyenne (¥yoming) Daily Leader, June 20, 1876.

4
Rapid City (Pouth Deskota) Journal, no dste on clipping
which is on file at the South Dakota Historical Society
Librarg. Context tells that it must have been a few weeks
after Valamity Jane's death, August 1, 1903.
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early in July.
¥ceClintock wrote that he saw the party come into
Deadwood probably sometime in the month of June, 1876.
It consisted of Calamity Jane, Wild Bill Hickok, Kittie
Arnold, Colorado Charlie Utter and his brother, Steve.
Calamity was dressed Iin a new, elegant well-fitted man's
suit of buckskin and was encompassed by a belt of "arsenals."®
For the short time that Wild Bill remained alive after this,
Calamity was seen frequently in his company usually following
him zbout the street85 "as a dog follows its master.“s
Another on-the-gpot witness to the spectacular entry
of the little party wass Mr. Richard B. Hughes, first
editor of the Rapid “ity Jourpal. He recalled that the
troupe came into peadwood and rode the entire length of
Main Street, mounted on good horses and clad completely
in buckskin, every suit of which carried enough fringe to
make s consliderable buckskin rope. Calamity, riding

astride, attracted considerable sttention, though for all

5
John S. MeClintock, Pioneer Days in the Black Hills,
p. 117. N
Aecording to £, L. Senn, editor of Mc“lintock's book,
the author knew Wild Bi1ll in Missouri before they both
migrated to Deadwood. McClintock had been a sympathizer
of the South during the Civil War and Wild Bill a Union
soldier. The former did not like Hickok but when the
latter came to Deadwood he asked permission to pitch his
tent on KcClintock?!s property and was glven permission.
Senn saild that McClintock was always very Jjust and honest
in his eritieism of Bill and reserved his personal feel-
ings for himself.
6
Mr. Senn quoted McClintock as having often said that
phrase, ®as a dog follows its master,” although McClintock

did not add it in his book.



her notoriety she was basking chiefly in the refiected
glory of Wild Bill.v

Frank Wilstach, probebly the most widely gquoted
biographer of Wild Bill, objects to any insinuation that
Calamity was a paramour of Bill. In his boock, published
in 1926, he protested asbout a letter written for the
Deadwood Pioneer-Times in 1823 by HcClintock, who sszid

that ®"Hickeok drifted, in the month of June, into Deadwood,
8

accompsnied by his consort, Calamity Jsne,” In 19389, when
¥cClintock published his own book, he answered Wilstach sand
others who had challenged him as follows:

In & former story by this writer of some occurrences
of those days, the ststement was made that Wild Bill
was frequently seen while in Deadwood, walking on the
streets with two six-shooters stuck under the waist
band of his pants, with no scabbards in sight, and
that he was being followed by his "consort,' Calamity
Jene. The latter part of this statement has been
disputed by some of his admirers. They contend that
¥11d Bill would not so lower himself, and that
"Colorado Charlie®™ was her man. Nevertheless, it is
a fact that she came to Deadwood with him and others,
followed him up and down the streets, accompanied
him to and from the restaurants, and after he was
killed, wailed over his body and 1nvoked maledictions
upon the head of the murderer.

7
%ﬁﬁgixg of Bichard B. Hughes, pp. 143-144. (unpublished).
can Aikman used Mr. Hughes'! book as source material
for this particular part of the story. From one page of
the original, Aikman developed about fifteen pages in his
owvn story. His zeccount is extremely colorful and frequently

guoted.

8
Frank J. ¥ilstach, ¥ild Bill Hickok, p. 254.
McClintock's letter of January 10, 1923, does not appear
in the pioneer-Timeg under that date, nor in any of the
papers a few weeks before or after it. There is probably a
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114 Bill was assassinated August 2, 1876, at the
Nuttall and mMann saloon (alsc called Saloon No. 10)
while playing a game of poker. HMcClintock added that
after Bill's death Calamity "never appeared to show any
preference for any particular one of the numerous
element who depended upon the resources of one of her
elass for the price of a clgar, a drink, s meal, or a
stake at *'Bank the ﬁheel,’“lo
| A recent development in the Calamity Jane-¥ild Bill
romance came in 1941 when Mrs. Jane Hickok MeCormick
wes Iinterviewed on Mother's Day by Gabriel Heater. Mrs.
¥ceCormick announced to the world that her own mother was
Calamity Jane and her father Wild Bill.ll ¥ith s diary
snd various papers to offer as evidence, Mrs. McCormick,
until her death in February, 1951, made a valiint effort
to prove the suthenticity of those doauments.lL The

marriage statement, which is supposed to record the

8 (continued)
typographical error in the date. Over a perlod of
ten or fifteen years McClintock wrote a number of letters,
usually pertaining to the days of '76, which were
published in the ploneer Times.
2

John ©, McUlintock, p. 106.
10
L Tbid., p. 118.

1 _
1o Buffalo (¥yoming) Bulletin, May 17, 1941.

The present writer has a photostatic copy of the
marriage stetement and numerous pages from the dlary.



marriage of Calamity and Bill on their way to Abilense,
Kansag, 1n September, 1870, is written cn a page in a
Bible, Signatures of witnesses, Calamity's signature

and Bill's are carefully done in different script. Wild
Biil's age is given ss thirty-one. That does not
correspond to the date given by his several bilographers,
who place his birth daste as 1837, which made him thirty-
three at the time of his marriage., Calamity's age is
recorded as eighteen, which 1g In accordance with her own
version that she was born In 18328. Paine claimed that
this piger can be proved to be a forgery, but gave no de-
tails. The motive for such a forgery could easlly be
found in ¥rs. McCormick!s wish to legitimatize her descent
or receive publicity which could be turned into remunerative
channels.

In lettérs and over the National Broadcasting Company
network, Jane Hickok claimed that she was born at Benson's
Landing, near the site of present Livingston, Montana,
in September, 1873. Here is a part of a letter she wrote
when applying for & position in Virginia City, Montana, on
the occesion of its revivael as & piloneer town:

0f course, Calamity Jane had left Wild Bill early

that year (1873). She had been posing as his

partner, the Jack of Diamonds, in Abilene, Kansas,
and down on the Border, She left him in Deadwood

T12
Clarence Paine, "She Laid Her pistol Down," Westerners

Brand Book, 1944, p. 15.
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and hit the trail alone up the Yellowstone Vzlley.

She was only nineteen when I was born. <She had

ggdgigg 2§r2?1430rt and almost died from lack of
One glaring inaccurscy 1s that Calamity could not have left
¥ild Bi1l in Deadwood in 1873, as there was no such town
at that early date. In fact, the Black Hills had not yet
been thoroughly explored by white men. 4 second obvious
error is that if Calamity had been eighteen st the time of
her marriage as shown on the statement in 1870, she would
have been twenty-one when her child was born at Bensonts
Landing, not anlineteen as the daughter claimed., Because
there are no facts to prove what either Calamity or Wild
Bill was doing between 1870 and 1873, no real denlal can
be made to ¥rs. MeCormickts tale. However, her stories
are so out of line with other known facts that they can
be dismissed., For example, in the late 1880's newspapers
were referring to Calamity as "a wreck of what might once
have been a2 woman® and similar phrases;ls yet the daughter
recalled that Calamity took an ocean voyage in the 1890's,
and, dressed in a besutiful black velvet dress, was the

18
"nelle of the ball.®

14
Mrs. Jane Hickok-McCormick to ¥r. Charles Bovey,
June 23, 1947, Montana Historical Society Library.
i5
Larsmie (Wyoming) Boomersng, Februasry 28, 1887.
16

Buffalo Bulletin, May 17, 1941.
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If the Cheyenne Daily resder of January 26, 1877,
gave a true account of Calamity in its review of
distinguished men and women, it did not take long for
that lady to recover from her grief over Wild Bilil.

4 reported by that paper she had "™married and settled
17

down in Custer City, South Dekota.™ There may or may

not have been any truth in that rumor, but at least some-

one was interested encugh in her love 1life to venture

such a statement.

The same year, from Nebrazska came evidence of some
husband or other and a child. Domestic drudgery must
have held no charm for Calamity. ©She deserted not only
her husband for a bull-whacker and her household dutles
for bull-whacking but she slso deserted her offspring.
An unsympathetic press said of hers

She has now gone west with a bull-whacker to

learn the trade. Her husband is not & violent

mourner. oShe is a stubby customer, American

and cussed. If she has any conscience she

took it with her, and if she had any virtue

her husband didn*t know it. The child if now

in good hands, and the painter is happy. 8

4 few years laster from Mantana came a tale of a

husband and a new baby. The announcement read:

17
15 Cheyenne Daily Leader, Janusry 26, 1877.
Sidney (Hebraska) Telegraph, August 4, 1877.
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Calamity Jane has settled down to domestic life
on & ranch in Yellowstone Valley, below Miles
City. ©She lives with her husband and has been
blessed with g ’ine boy baby which she calls
nlittle Calamity,®19

When another paper carried similar news and added, "The
Deadwood papers are eulogizing Salamity Jane and the
recently born little Caiamity,ﬁge it seemed thst at last
some real evidence could be found about & child belonging
to this notoriocus woman. A thorough search of the Dead-
wood papers for several months previous to the notice
uncovered no mention of %little Calamityts” birth‘gl

There is ample evidence that during this period,
Cslamity Jane was mixed up in some menner with 2 young
man nsmed Robert Dorsett. 1In Livingston, Montana, as late
as the middie of the twentieth century, she was remembered
a5 living with him. Two old men, alive in 1981 and re-
puted to be honest citizens interested in history, plainly
recalled Calamity and Dorsett. When one of them, Mr.
George Simon,gg was asked 1f Calamity were married when he
knew her in Livingston, he replied that she was and to a
Charlie Vorsett. He was mistaken about the first name,

but mentioned the surname, Dorsett, without prompting.

19
Semi-Weekly yiner (Putte, Montana), December 6, 1882,

20
ellowstone Jourpal (Miles City, Montans), November
25, 1882,
21 _
Phe Yellowstone journal of Vecember 12, 1882, three
weeks after the notice had sppeared about the birth of
*1ittle Calamity,” noted that Calamity was running a hurdy-

ernrdr hemge in Idvingston.
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When plied further about the time, he said he had no
special way of connecting their activities with any
events which would give him a clue to the date, Upon
further questioning about the legallty of the marriage,
he said that he knew nothing, except that the two lived
together and he assumed they were married. 2 second
Livingstonian, ¥r. Fred Sﬁmner,gg younger than Mr.
Simoms, had more specifie facts to give. Mr, Sumner
remembered that in the early 1880's Hobert Dorsett
worked for him on his ranch in the Shields River valley
and alsoc on ranches on Boulder River. In 1888, Sumner
was working for the Miles Company, where Calamity Jane
bought supplies for her string of race h@rses.zé One
day he took her order for some feed to be delivered to
the fair-grounds. Calamity rode with him, he recalled,
and "talked as nice as any lady he ever saw--not rough
at 211.% ¥hen they arrived at the fair-grounds Dorsett
was there with her outflt and she introduced him to Mr.
Sumner as her husband. Mr. Sumner surmised that, sabout

1880, Dorsett was fourteen, msking him twenty when

Calsmity claimed him as her husbsnd. ©She wss then

o5
Interview with ur. George Simon August, 1949.
238
Interview with Mr. Fred Sumner August, 1948.
24
It is doubtful if Calamity Jane ever owned any race
horses. ©She may have claimed such or given that impression,
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approximately thirty-four herself, fourteen years his
senlor. There is no rerson to doubt the generzl truth
of the story except perhaps the dates. A Livingston
paper in September, 1887, mentioned "Calamity Jene, who
a few years sgo was a consplcuous figure in Livingston
and other Yellowstone points.” 1t seems that if she
“had been in Livingston the year before, as Mr. Sumner
indicated, the phrase "a few yesrs ago" would not have
been used by the paper. Although Calamity could
possibly have been around in 18§6 without the city
editor's knowing it, the likelihood is not great. On
the other hand, perhaps a yecr's bresking spell from her
antics felt so good that it seemed several years since
hearing and seeing her.

The bivingston city directory, published for the
rirst time in 1904, listed a Hobert H, DParsett ss having
moved to pueblo, Yolorado. HNo occupation was given. A&
man from Pozemsn in s story to a Butte paper in 1901 re-
marked that *Calamity Jene's name at this time 1s Mrs.
Dorsett. ©She married a man of that nzme in Livingston

26
some years &go and they parted soon afterwards.” The

25

Livingston (Montana) Enterprise, ©eptember 17, 1887.
26 |

Anaconda (Putte, ¥ontana) & andsrd, February 12, 190l.



editor of the Livingston paper who wrote the cobituary
notice of Calamity said that "in the early 90's Calamity
came to Livingston. ©Ohe married = young msn namsd Robert
Dorsett with whom she lived a short time cnly.”zl In at

least one edition, the futobiocgrzphy has the nsme Dorsett,

photographed from longhand after the final signature.
This indicates thet someone else knew of her connection
with him. It must have met her approval to have the name
there, because she kept on selling the pamphlet, The
diery which Jane Hickok-McCormick presented as Calamityts
contained the statement: "I have been celled the common
laow wife of ging, Conors, Wilson and Dorsett.“28 If the
dlary is bonz fide, then that is Calanity!s admission of
some relationship with Dorsett. 71f the diary is forged it
still shows that the forger knew at least Calamity Jane
was involved with him.

1t wa2s while searching through the records of the

park County Courthouse in Livingston for some semblence of

& Cannary-Dorsett marriage license that this writer found

29
snother interesting document. From its contents it is
27
Livipgston (Montana) Post, August 6, 1903.
28
Clarence Yaine, p. 15.
£9

No record of any such marriage could be found, owing
perhaps to the fact that permanent records for most things
did not begin until after Montana Territory became Montana
State in 1889. (Calamity could have legally married Dorsett
in 1886 when Mr. Sumner knew them and not have had the

marrlage recorded.



sbyvious that the Dorsett incident soured Czlamity Jane
neither on men nor on Livingston, for in November, 1888, some
arrest papers showed that she snd az man named Charles Townley,

both unmarried, were booked for fornication, They were
30
judged not guilty by & Jury, but that did not mean that

they were not living hogether.
Charles Townley was & familiar Livingston character in

the 18807s. In August, 1888, he was arrested for petty
Sl
iarceny and in Janusry, 1889, he was found unconscious

from a dose of morphine. Pinned to him was & noie on
which was writtent

T can't freeze to deszth. I have been ruined by =
prostitute. She sosked my tools for whisky, and
I could have made money by paper hanging and
house painting. What little money I did get I
bought whisky for the harlot. I curse the day we
met, so I have poisoned myself,o%

4 few days later he died snd part of an account about him
rant

To top the climax with his brain befuddled with
the fumes of alcohol, he became infatuated with
one of the lowest women of the town. He managed
to eke out a miserable znd drunken existence
with the weman by doing some house painting.gv

& pertinent question is, "¥ss the fprostitute,’
‘harlot! and *one of the lowest women of the townt

Calamity Jane?®" She was definitely known te be a hard
"0
In the Appendix 1s a photostat of the juryls verdict,
It is a lined piece of tablet geper, yellow wlth age.
&1
Livingston Enterprise, sugust 18, 1888.
32
Ipid., January 26, 188%8.




64

drinker, but whether she would have "sosked his tools®
for liquor may be guestioned. Her known promiscuity
would have entitled her to any or all the above appella-
tions, and her conduct with Townley three months pre-
viously would not exactly be & point for exonerstion. 4
man of Townley's class might well have been assoclating
with any number of disreputable women, and Calamity Jane
could easily qualify ss one of them. There 1s one nmite
of historical evidence which might help to identify
Calamity as %the woman." Aikmsn enumersted her husbands
and loves and hils long imyressize list included "a
drunken painter in L:tuurz.x;qgitat:om.'Ewgs If Calamity Jane did
marry or live with a painmter in Livingston, it is not
certain, but not unlikely, that the man was Townley.

Then there was Mr. Burk (with or without an e), the
ubiquitous ¥r. Clinton Burk. Yarious writers have placed
him everywhere in Calamity's life, sometimes as her first
husband, sometimes as her last, other times as her only
legsl husband, btat always noted somewhere. He undoubtedly
recelived the honor because of the place given him by
Calamity in her Autoblogrephy. He is the only man mentioned

in that account as a husband. Here 1is her story of the

238
1bid., ¥February 2, 1889.
34 , '
Duncan Aikman, Calamity Jane and the bady ¥Wildcats,
p. 109.



romance that culminated in holy matrimony:

¥hile in EL paso, éreached there in fall of 1884)
T met Mr. Clinton Burk, 2 native of Texas, who I
married in August 1885. As I thought I had
travelled through 1ife long enough alone and
thought it was sbout time to take a partner for
the rest of my days. We remained in Texas
leading a qulet home life until 1889. On
October £28th, 1887, 1 became the mother of =z
girl baby, the very image of its father, at
least that 1s what he said, but whe has the
temper of its mother.

When we left Texas we went to Boulder, “olo.,
where we kept a hotel until BB, after which
we travelled through Wyoming, Montana, Idaho,
Weshington, Oregon, then back to ¥ontana, then
to Dakoto, arriving in Peadwood October Sth
1885, after an absence of seventeen years,>5

From the fzll) of 1884 until August, 1885, when
Calamity said she was in El paso and when anyone would
assume her courtship with ¥r. Burk was taking plsace,
three short newspaper items from far-off Wyoming prove
that she was a good seven hundred miles from her beloved

in the Lone Star State. 4 Cheyenne paper under the

" noteds

ecolumn, "Local Mavericks,
Calamity Jane, the noted female rustler of
the Rocky Mountain region, who spent seversl
months this summer in Buffalo (Wyoming), has
again been heazrd from. ©he is leading a quiet
1ife at Fort ¥aghakie (Lander, Wyoming)
this territory.”®

4 month later Calamity must have msde s little excursion

85
Autobiocgraphy, p. 6.
6
Demorazctic Leader (Cheyenne,ﬁyaming), November £5,
1884.




to Rawlins, because the paper said that "Calamity
Jane, the noted and notorious, made famouns by )
Ned Buntline, the border novelist, is in Rawlins.“é?
The whisky of that town may not have suited her, however,
for in the spring of the following year she had ¥concluded
to make Lander her permanent place of abade‘”38

That Calamity "remained in Texss leading a quist
home 1ife until 1889% can readily be disputed. In
October, 1885, two months after her alleged marrisge
to Burk, she was not in Bl paso. According to sn
elaborate account in the newspaper "the hideous ruin® wss
settled in Lander.ag Later she picked up a Mr. Steers as
her pesramour, and ran into court difficulties in Heeker,
Colorado, when she charged him with beating her up.40
Immediately after that the two appeared in Rawlins, where

Calamity complicszted her marital status by posing as Mrs.

41
Marths King while living with Mr. Steers but, according
-l _
Carbon County Journsl (Rawlins, Wyoming), LPecember
20, 1884.
38
Democratie Leader, March 21, 1885,
39
Cheyenne Daily Leader, November 3, 1885, (Special

correspondent from Lander, Wyoming, October 30, 1885)
40

rbon Count %curnal September 18, 1888, citing
Keeker %8olorado§ eralg,’ ’
41

Carbon County Journal, Veptember 18, 1886.
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to her story ten years later, having asctually been
idrs. Burk.

There are seversl vague references to a fellow named
King. ¢(alasmity may have been involved with him, sufficient-
ly &t least so that she felt entitled to call herself Mrs.
Eing. ¥rackelton mentioned that she had appeared in
northern ¥yoming in 1885, where she lived with a maen named
Frank King on & ranch on Powder Hiver. The place wzs run
28 = horse ranch by the "768% outfit snd King hsd charge of
the hcrses.ég Another szccount mentioned her husband ss
John King.ég Furthermore, in the disry slready mentioned
Calamity listed King as one of her common law husbanés.44

Her post office name may have been Mrs, Marths King

according to the Carbon County Journsl of September 18,

1888, but the same paper seven weeks later referred to her
as Calamity Jane Steers. It minced no words describing
Steers. A few cholce phrases it used about him were that

he "deserves a hangmen's knot," "is a miserzble stick,”

and "is one of the worthless curs unhung.”ée
42 ‘
W11l “rackelton, Sagebrush De , P. 125,
48 Casper (Wyoming) iribuyne-Herald, November 26, 1921.
“ Clarence Paine, p. 15.
:Z Carbon County Journal, November 6, 1886.

Tbid., September 18, October 20 and November 6, 1886,
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Monogamous to the point of monotony, Calamity Jane
was still Mrs. Steers one whole year later. Not only did
she bear the same name, but she had been on a trip with
Steers and was returning home with him to Rewlins., She
told a reporter that she "wss married to Mr. Steers in
Rawlins two years ago and had lived there most of the
tine since.”47 With this in mind it is interesting to

acote that sccording to her Aputoblography, five months

iater a girl baby, "the very imsge of its father, at least
that 1s what he said," was born to Calamity end Burk in
k1 Paso.

From 1890 to 1885, little or nothing is known of
Calamity Jane. When she did reappear in 1895, it wss in
Deadwood, South Dskota, as Mrs. Burk. When sné where
she joined company with Burk is herd to say, but, =s her
former unions were of short durstion, a likely supposition
is that it had not been long before rezching Desdwood.

The two local newspapers gave glowing accounts of her
%return home,® but only scanty det:sils of her husband.
From the Ploneer-+imes the following informetion is ob-
tained;

Mrs. Jane Burk...arrived in the City yesterday

after an abgence of sixteen years during which

time she hss been living quietly with her
hasband on a ranch in southeastern Montansa.

47
Cheyenne Daily Leader, June 21, 1887.
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fhey drove across the country to Belle

Fourehe and Mrs. Burk came to Deadwood to

do a little shopping and renew "auld

acguaintances,” 48
The competing daily mentioned s little daughter with
Calamlity azbout nine years old. Calamity gave her own
name as Mrs. M. f}urk, the mother of two "bright little
girls.” ghe was reported to have been living the past
summer with her husband on a ranch about fourteen miles
from Ekalaka, Montana, but she did not like that kind of
1if6.49 Mr. Burk apparently Joined his family for, three
months later, when Calamity went on tour with the dime
museum, one newspapér reported that Mr. Burk, having
been offered & Job, was going to accompany her to
Hinneapolis;so The departure notice a few days later made
brief comment that ®Calamity Jane and her husband, ¥r. Burk,
left yesterday for Hinneapolis.”51

MeClintock gives a good account of Burk who, he saild,
came to Deadwood in company with Calamity and & bright
1ittle girl nine or ten years old. Burk found a job as a

hack driver and proved himself competent. However, he soon

48
Pioneer-Iimes (Deadwood, South Dakota), October 5, 1895,

49 g
ek Hills (Deadwood, South pakota) Daily Times,
Cctober 5, 1895.
50
Ipid., January 9, 1898.
Bl
Ibid., January 16, 1896.
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became sn embezzler by appearing to trust his customers
and making excuses for not turning in his cash receipts.
When he had accumulated one hundred and seventy dollars
in that manner he absconded and was never heard of again.sg
A month after leaving Minneapolis with her husband
Calamity visited Helena, Montana, selling her Autobiography.
The newspaper referred to her as Mrs. Clement Burk, but
did not mention her husband.5g In the numerous newspaper
accounts that appeared subsequently over a period of
years, indeed, Burk was never referred to as being in
company with his wife,

The most provocative angle arising from the Burk-
Cannary lisison is the one involving the daughter., If
the child was about nine years old in October, 1895, as
the Deadwood Ploneer-Times reported, the faet would fit
well with Calamity's claim that she and Burk had a girl

baby born October 28, 1887. But since that possibility

52
John 8. ¥cClintock, p. 119. Mr. Jobn 8S8ohn said in
an interview in pugust, 1949, that he had known Burk
well. He always thought the man was a nice fellow and
had disappeared because he was ashamed of being married
to Calamity. The matter had never seemed important
enough for him to investigate but he had drawn his own
conclusions. When reminded of the story McClintoek told,
Mr. Sohn agreed that McClintock must be right, for he
usually kept close tab on Deadwood pioneer characters
and their associates.
53
Dailv Independent (Helena, Montana), September 18,
18986,
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hags been shown to be remote, the best guess is that the
child was Burk's daughter by another woman. Calamity
insisted that the girl was her own, and stuck to that
story even on her deathbed, when she talked of &
daughter in Sorth DPakota and hinted of an estrangement
with her.s4

¥Miss Estelline Bennett talked to Calamity and the
little girl on the day of thelr arrival in Deadwood.
Calamity told Miss Bennett that she wanted to put the
chlld in a convent to get some schooling, but would have
to have helﬁ-frem her Deadwood friends. The old-~timers
gave & benefit for her at the ®Green Front," a dis-
reputable hurdy-gurdy house. The affair was a great
success and enough money poured in to tske care of the
child's entire education. When the "Green Front" turned
the money over to Calamity, she treated the whole crowd
to drinks for having been so kind. Forgetting all about
the dsughter, the mother got roaring drunk. The purse
was rescued before it was too late, however, and the next
day the child was taken away to St. Martin's Convent in

55
Sturgls, a smell town fifteen miles from Deadwood.

54
eer-Ti Aygust 2, 1903.
55
Estelline Bennett, ld Deadwood Mavs, pp. 230-242.
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The daughter remained at the convent only a short
time. Details of her wheresbouts were and are carefully
guarded secrets. Quite possibly both she and Calamity
realized that it was best for the outside world never to
know of the relationship between them., The stigme of
Calamity even as a foster mother would be enough to
prejudice soclety agaimst the girl. Today she is a
woman about sixty-five years old. Hot long ago she
wrote to the convent for the record of payments msde to
the school for her while she stayed there. ZThis 1is one
main channel which, if followed, might lead to solving

gquestions about Calamity Jane which otherwise will remain
mysteries. All of the sisters who taught st the school
in 1895 and 1898 are now dead, but they did pass on
information about the case whieh the present regime re-

58
fuses to divulge.

In addition to these men whose connection with
Calamity Jane hes been somewhat authenticated, there are
rumors of many other men who had some part in her love life,

The list is long. It goes back to 1862 when “leutenant
57

Washburne was mentioned. Ihen in 1868, the progperous
58 .
Interview with two nuns of St, Martin's Convent
July 1949.
57

Cheyenne (Wyoming) Daily Sun, July 7, 1877.
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Mr. White supposedly married Calamity in Denver.

| 59
4 few others reported are Lieutenant Somers,

Sergesnt Shawac and Sergeant Siechristel though in-
formation other than thelir names geems impossible to
find. Whether any of these stories are true, it is
impossible to say, but they do represent the publicls

ides of Calamity's interest in men.

58

Jessie Brown and A. M. Willard, The Black Hills
Trails, p. 413,
59

Alkman, p. 48,
80

Harry "Sam® Young, Hard Knocks, p. 171.
61

73

Stewart ©. Holbrook, Little Annie Osgkley asnd Qiher

Rugged Fegple, p. 32.



CHAPTER VII
NURSING

Protestations of Calamity's devobion, good-will and

ability as 2 nurse come from almost as loud a chorus of

conmentators as the acelamation she has received ss an

cutstanding roisterser and swearer. A selection of the

aceounts of Calamity's services as a nurse is presented

here to show the attitude of the community toward her

gervices,

Brown and Willard give Calamity Jane credit for day
1

end night selfless toll 1n the 1878 epidemie, but the

most colorful picture of the woman's work in that bad year

sppears in Estelline Bennett's 0ld Deadwood Days:

And everyone of them was remembering those days in
t78 when Calamity Jane alone tock care of the small-
pox patients in a crude log cabin pest house up in
Spruce Gulch around behind White Rocks, the tall
limestone peak over which the belated morning sun
shines down on Deadwood Gulch, #~mallpox was the most
dreaded scourge of the frontier town. Usually people
died because of dearth of nursing, of facllities for
taking care of the sick, and bad sanitary conditions.
For the same reasons, it spread with terrifying
speed. Those who recovered came from their sick beds

with marred faces. 411 that a town like Deadwood in 178

knew to do for smallpox petlents was to set aside an
isolated cabin and notify the doctor.

1

Jessie Brown and A. M. Willard, The Black Hills Trails,

pa. 415,



There were halfl a dozen pgtiemts in the small

log pest house in Spruce Yulch when Dr, pabeock
made his first visgit. He said they were all very
sick and he was going back after supper. HNo one
offered to go with him, but when he went back

he found Calamity Jane there.

W?hat sre you doing here?® he aaked.

Somebody!t s gc§ to take care of 'em,® she
raglﬁede frhey can t even get 'emselves @ drink of
water when *hﬁy want it. ¥ou tell me what to do,
Doc, and I'1ll stay right here and do it.®

TYourll grﬁbabi get the smallpox,"he warned her.

®Yes, I know. I71ll have to take that chance. I
canit leave them here to die all salone. ¥on't they
have a better chance 1f I stay and do what you tell
me??

There wag no guestion but what they would and he
told her so, But he locked at her clear olive skin
and the firm contours of her face and chin and re-
minded her that it was Eot only disease and death she
risked. With women of “slamity Jane's sort beaubty
was as important almost as life itself, It was their
stock in trade, Beauty and bravery were Calamity's
best assets., It was doubtful if she would ever lose
her courage but, without her beauty, what would she
do with her 1ife? He reminded her of this too. She
took nothing into accouni except that half a dozen
very sick men needed her services desperately, and
she stayed. The charmed life that had persisted
through fndian arrows, and guus, through desgerate
gun fights, varilous hazards and hardships, held her
dark striking beauty for further destruction. 5She
came unscathed through the long smallpox siege and
most of her patients lived. Dr. Babcock believed
that without her care not one of them could have
pulled through.

She never left the pest cebin during these hard
weeks except to make hurried trips down to Peadwood
for supplies that the grocers gave her,®

Connelley, too, gives her genmeral and specific credit

for nursing setivities, but dates the epidemic a year later:

2

Estelline Bennett, 014 Deadwood Pays, p. £23.
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ghe was & warm friend, ready to grubstake the pal
who was "broke," to care for and nurse any down-and-
out whe needed it. “he was equally quick to mother
some homesick boy or punish the one who would
torment him...es

In 1879, fire swapt Deadwood, aznd a little later,
smallpox ravaged it. Calamity Jane laid aside her
guns and became a nurse--an awkward one, but end-
iessly gentle and patient. Out of her own small
resources, she took money for food and medicines
for those too poor to buy thelr own. ©She worked
long and bravely, going constantly from one house
to amother on her errands of kindness.®

Lewis Crawford insists that Calamity Jane received her
nickname as & mark of affection from those to whom she
ministered during the epidemic of 1878.

In 1878 a smallpox eplidemic broke out in Deadwood,
hundreds were bedfast from the scourge, and many
died. It was here that this outcast womsn, true
to the better instincts of her sex, ministered day
and night among the sick and dying, with no
thought of reward or of what the conseguences
might be to herself. Her unselfish labors during
this great calamity all but blotted out the past
in the L2ves of many, and the people gave her the
name, "Calamity Jane,n as a mark of recognition
if not affections and by this naze she has been
since known throughout the West.

D. Dee, whose memoirs, although discreetly incomplete,
have a more objective tone then many others, similarly
associates Calamity Janets name with her nursing charity
during the 1878 plague.

pa
Williem Elsey Connelley z%,
pp. 188-189, ©See slgo O % rsey, %aguti Diack
Hills, p. 110.

4
Lewis F. grawford, Rekindling Csmp Fires; p. 274.
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In the year 1878, elght men came down with small-
pox, they were guarantined In a little shack on

on the shoulder of the mountzin called "White
Bocks." Calamity had volunteered to care for

these men, of whom three died. She would yell down
to the plscer miners in the gulch below for snything
she needed, and throw down a rope by which to send
supplies. They would bring her what she required
to the foot of the hill snd she would haul them up
hand over hand., Her only medicines were epsom salts
and cream of tartar. When they died she wrapped
then in 8 blanket snd yelled to the boys to dig a
hele., ©he carried the body to the hole and filled
it up. ghe anly knew one prayer, "Now I Lay Me
Down to Sleep.® This was the funeral oration she
recited over the graves. bBut her good nursing
brought five of these men out of shadow of death,
and many mere later on, before the dlsease died out,

Phink of a trained nurse of these days nursing
elight men, working as cook, doctor, chambermaid,
water boy, and undertsker, with the duties of s
sexton thrown in.
If anyone was sick in camp, it was, "send for Jane;
where Cglamity was, there was Jane; and so she was
christened Calamity Jane,B
Holbrook, a skeptic of many Calsmity legends, was completely
convinced of the truth of these testimonials, end gives her
8
full credit for her service to the sick.
“gbin, too, remarks that Desdwood citizens later forgave
Calamity her trespssses becmuse of her concern to relieve

suffering.

L, Dee, Low Down on Calamity Jane, p. 4.

D. Dee, whose real name was_lora fran, owned a
house of prostitution in Belle Fourche snd éapid City,
South DPakota.

8

Steward H. Holbrook, Little Annie Uakley and Other

Bugged People, p. 34.
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Some phases of Martha Jane Canary rechristened
Calamity Jane are to be passed. But she it wss
who, while the smellpox ravaged Deadwood in
1878, like a Florence Nightingale of the bsttle-
field week afiter week nursed from bed to bhed
and bunk to bunk throughout the gulch, took
risks that no one else would take, and asked
nothing in return. Deadwood never forgot this.
The woman in her was bound to come out in one
way or another. OShe turned the same trick over
at pierre, where a settler family was practiecally
abanddned in a guarantine for black diphtheris.
Calamity broke the guarantine, From twenty
dollars whieh she somehow accumulated she spent
fifteen for food and medicine, crossed the desd-
line and stayed in tgs cabin until she was no
longer needed there.

Hoshier, Calamity'!s friend and pall-bearer, whose
account seems impartial, says: "She was a fine nurse,
There wasn't anything she wouldn't do for anybody and
wnenever she had any money it went jJust the same way,
gagily and for the first fellow that asked for it’”a

Calamity's funeral sermon included an account of
her work in the 1878 epidemie, and an appreeiation which
places it in context as part of frontier life:

————

7

Edwin Legrand Sabin, ¥1ld Men of the Wild West, p. 339.
Milner gives her full credit for unselfish service.

He points out, however, apgarently with some malice left
over from his grandather, Lalifornla Jjoe, that Calamity
thus entered cabins where she had neyver been welcome
before. Joe E. Milner and Earle 8, Forrest, Californis

Jdoe, p. 251.
8
Great Falls (Montana) Leader, July 16, 1906.
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We %ra reminded today of the beginning of things
in ¥eadwood and vicinity.

You walk today amid the improvements which have
cost the labors of 85 years., You are fearless
in all your enterprises today. In the other
days you could not venture from your cabin with-
out the rifle or revolver with which to defend
yourself. You are surrounded by schools and
churches and enjoy snd apprecizie these elements
of a higher civiligstion.

The romesnce of the Black gills has never been
written. ©Some time there will come a writer

who with the breadth of mind sufficient to
comprehend the work you have done and the stirring
events whiech have attended your labors, will write
the romantic history of the Black Hills. When

the romance is written whoever may be the heroces,
Jane Burke will in all the deeds whiech kindness
and charity dictated in those days be the heroilne.

How often amid the snows of winter did this

woman find her way to s lonely cabin of a miner
whoe was suffering from the disease of those times
and who felt sorely the need of food and medicine.

¥hen the history of this country 1s written too
much can not be said of the results of this
woman's labors in helping you to build and to
complete the work you had undertaken. As I
think ¢f her labors and voluntary sascrifices
I hear the voice of Christ ass he saild: "Even
gs much as ye have done it unto the least of
thesé my little ones, ye have done it unto me.?®

These accounts are unanimous in crediting her
contemporariest conviction that Calamity could be called
upon for ald whenever snyone was sick and in need of
help. - If she were scber, she would go immediately to them
snd take care of their needs. If she were drunk, she would

Al

3
Pioneer-Times (Deadwood, South Dskota), August 5, 1903,
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sober up and be ready to care for the sick the next day.

Aikman quotes what he refers to as & "leading Black
Hills snti-traditionalist,® which may be translated as a
professional debunker, to the effect that Calamity's
nursing smounted to no more than taking "the boys" a few
drops of liquor when she had too much., Aikman also insists
that upon visiting her territory and talking with dozens
of her contemporaries he found only one who had positive
knowledge of anyone whom Calamity had mxrseé,l0 This
writer, however, twenty-five years later on visiting the
same area, was able to find several people who remembered
well and definitely the specific detalls .of some of
Calamity?s nursing exploits.

¥r. Charles Fales of Fort Pierre, an old ploneer
st1ll living, relsted the following story about Calamity
Jane's nursing his sister while the latter was ill with
mountain fever, Miss Fales was one of the very few
fladies® in Fort pilerre and the men in town had great
respect for her. When they heard that she was ill they
went to Calamity Jane who was in town at the time getting
ready to take a bull-train to Rapid City. They asked her

if she would change into a dress and go to nurse Hiss

10
puncan Alkman, Calamity Jane and the Lady Wildcats,
p. 10B.
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Fales and take good care of her. They also coached her
on how to behave at the Fales' residence: there must be

no drinking, no smoking, and no rough language. Calamity
Jane agreed to act cirecumspectly, clesned up nicely and
tripped up to Hiss PFales?! house. For three weeks she
nursed Miss Fales capably and untiringly until her charge
was well again, Then Cslamity asked her, "Do vou still
need me or are you well enough to take care of yourself?®
Milss Fales sald that she would be able to mansge very

well by herself and thanked her profusely for the wonderful
service she had rendered. Mr. Fales recalled that as soon
83 the thanks had been extended Calamity Jane stresked out
of the house and apparently to the nearest bar; when he
had oceasion to go up town shortly after that he saw her
on the street so drunk that ®if she had tipped her head
forward even the slightest bit she would have fallen.”

It seemed very much as if she were desperstely trying to
catch up  en the drinking she had missed while caring for
Miss Fales, for Mr. Fales remarked that during the last
few days at his home Calamity Jane seemed very nervous

and 'jumpy.”ll Calamity may have been the "angel of mercy"
in many instanges but there was a limit to the amount of

£ime during which she could abstain from ligquor. One of
I '

Interview with ¥r. Charles Fales August 1948.
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12
her friends set the 1limit at six weeks, which might

well have been giving her the benefit of any doubt.

Then there 1s the pioneer Robinson femily of Dead-
wood whose experience with Calamity Jane as a nurse has
been noteg many times by both historiens and sensational
writers.lb In the late 1870's the six children of the
Harry Robinson family were stricken with ®"black diphtheris.®”
¥ithout being invited, but because she was extremely fond
of the sick children and particularly of one little girl,
Calamity Jane walked into the home and took charge of
all the young patients. Three of the children including
the little girl died; of the surviving three children,
one was Charles Bobinson who yesrs later had the dubious
honor of burying his former benefzctress at Mi. Moriah
Cemetery in Beadwnoé.l4

George Simon, a very feeble but mentally alert old
man about ninety years old who owns and operates a ready-
to-wear ghop in Livingston, Montana, remembers much about

Calamity Jane--what a good woman she was snd how she saved

his life when'he was sick. A speech impediment frustrates

1g
15 D. Dee, p. 7.

Duncsn Afkmen, p. 70; John S. McClintock, Ploneer Days
in the Black gEills, p. 118; Jessie Brown and A, M. Willard,
p. 415,

14 5
Interview with Mrs. Mary Bobinson August 1948.



85

him to the point where he staorts crying with emotion and
keeps repeating what a wonderful woman she was and what
& good friend she was when he needed her help snd how she
saved his life.15

With few exceptions, writers who usually give no
credence to most Calamity tales are more than willing to

credit her with at least rough abilities as a nurse. How-
ever, one guestion should be asked: ®¥hy did the Black

Hills Dally Times not 'sing her praises! during the times
when the smallpox epidemies struck Deasdwood?¥ Dozens of
writers mention her good deeds at this time. In the lste
1870%s there were severasl sieges of the dreaded disease
which swept through the town with varying degrees of
sevérity. Yet, in the available files of the Times which
begin July 1877 and continue for several years without a
single missing issue, there is no reference directly or
indirectly to the ®"Black Hills Florence Nightingale” in
the role of nurse. It might be that the editor of the
Times was prejudiced against Calamity and refused to gilve
her the publiec }acognition she deserved. Thls editor

was definitely "anti-Calamity" for in September, 1877,
items in two different editions scoffed at the editor of

15
Interview with Mr. George Simon August 1949.
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the rival Pioneer for allowing her to appear as a heroine,
His contempt for such publicity given her is shown by a
sarcastic notice:

The reason that we failed to "discover the

peculiarities® of the Ploneerts "heroine of

the H{1ls™ /Calemity/ is easily explained.

¥e refuse to cultivate the same intimacy with

her that the presiding genitus of that romantic

sheet did.16
Even 1f the Times editor d1d not like Calamity, it 1is
unlikely that the reading public would have allowed him
to ignore her if she had rendered the services and performed
the sacrifices related by so many writers. Unfortunately,
the files for the Pioneer are missing for this period.
But the editor ebviously d4id romantically refer to Calamity
or he would not have provoked such reactiocns from the editor
of the Times. For the year prior to the 1878 epidemic
there 1s one single edition of the Pioneer still extant.
It contains an article which shows that Calamity gained a
reputation &s a nurse soon after she first arrived in
Deadwood, The heading of the account was *Calamlty Jane
as Nurse" and readss

The man Warren, who was stabbed on lower Kain

B8t. Wednesdsy night, is dolng guite well under

the care of Calamity Jane, who has kindly under-

taken the job of nursing him. ZTherets lots of

humanity in Calsmity, and she is deserving of

much praise for the part she has taken in this
18

Black Hills Daily Times (Deadwood, South Dakota),
September 22, 1877.
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17
perticular case.

411 these bits of information about Calamity as a
nurse may fit together to give s more reasonable view
of the part she played in that profession. For the many
stories handed down second- and third-hand there must have
originally been some basis in fact, or they would noct be
so numerous and so positive. In addition to these tales,
personal interviews with reliable people show that there
were & few people, at least, whoa she did care for:
Biss Fales, & lone woman in & rough {rontier community;
the six little Robinson children; and a friend of hers,
Mr. George Simon. Finally there is the news item in the
Pioneer referring to her taking an interest in the case
of a man "stabbed on lower Main St." Those three
"sources™ the newspaper, the personal interviews and the
handed down tales which all writers give indicate that
she did nurse and cere for some sick people. But with
the omission of her name in the Times in connection with
the smallpox epidemics, the loglcal conclusion takes a
different turn. It may then be assumed that off and on
throughout her life Calamity nursed sick people, purticu-
larly her friends and unfortunates, but never a whole

community nor to the extent of becoming a heroine. Even

17 ,
P;ggegz~2;me§b June 20, 1951, citing the Ploneer

(Deadwood, South bakota), <Yuly 13, 1878.



Calamity made no boast in her Aytobiography of her
services during the epidemic. She left that to the

fantastic imagination of the frontiersman.
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CHAPTER VIII
BULL-WHACKER

According to the accounts of most commentators,
Calamity Jane was an expert bull-whacker. A few
writers, however, lump this story of her bull-whack-
ing accomplishments with the general hoaex of her being
a scout snd a guide. One of the doubting narrators is
Afkmen. He refuses to credit her with more than a sort
of playful taking-over of & bull-tesm on simple and easy
tasks, such as relieving a tired whaeker,l However, it
was found that the few old-timers left around Rapid City,
Pierre and Fort Pierre, South Dakota, honestly believed
that she had been an outstanding driver.

Calamity's Autobiography states:

In 1872 I went to Fort plerre and drove trains
from Rapid City to Fort plerre for Frank Witcher,
then drove teams from Fort plerre to Sturgls for
FPred Evans. This teaming was done with oxen as
they were better fitted for the work than horses,
owing to the rough nature of the country.

There may be some truth in that paragraph. Calamity
wes in and around Fort Pierre during 1879 and 1880, Several

short newspaper items prove that she was no stranger there.

1 i
Buncan Aikmen, Calamity yane and the Lady ¥ildeats,
p. 5&.

2
Autobiography, pe 5.
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The Yankton Press noted that she had left that city on the
steamer, Dakotsh, for Fort ?ierreé and, a year later, the
Fort pierre loeal commented that she had just come in from
the Black Hills,.4 It is not lmpossible that, between her
wanderings here and there in the Pakotas and wyoming, she
took three or four weeks cff occasionally to maske a trip
with a bull-team. ¥o one claims she was a steady worker
but there must have been times when she needed money and
#ghacking® was one way of earning it.

Her reference to Fred Evans is entirely in line with
facts. As early as June, 1877, and for several years after,
the papers ran ads for his freight line which was in the
area where Calamity Jane clalmed she worked for him. One
account sald: *Frgd Evans, senlor member of the Fort pierre
and Black Hills Transportation Company, left for points
along the route between here and Fort Pierre, to expedite
the travel of the many mule and ox teams of his line on the
way between the Missourl River and Deadwoed.“s In sddition
to her being in the right place at the right time working
for the right man, her familiarity with the fact that oxen
fwere better fitted for the wo}k than horses, owing to the
rough nature of the land® substantiates her story a little

e

g
Blaek Hills Daily Pioneer (Deadwood, South Dakota),
Msy 25, 1879, citing the Yankton (South Dakota) Bress.
4

Weekly Signal (Fort pierre, South Dakota), July 21, 1880,
5

Daily Chempion (Deadwood, South Dskota), June 2, 1877.



more., The objection may be raised that anyone would
know that fTact, and yet, there were egually obvious
things in her fictitious scouting stories that she did
not know.

Since bull-whacking was one profesaion to which
Calanmity probably belonged, a description of the work and
the other detalls of it may help to put her in a setting
‘where she had a recognized place., Hr, Charles Fales,s
who 1s consldered an authority on the subject of bull-
whacking, recalled seeing her as a whacker off and on
over a period of time from the yezr 1881, when he first
arrived in Plerre, until 1889 when the rzilroad was
extended to Rapid City. Although Mr. Fales was not a -
bull-whacker, he was familiar with the history snd the
duties of the occupstion and was able to give the follow-
ing informstion.

A bull-whacker was simply a person who "whacked” the
bulls with & long whip to make them go. The covered
wagons which carried goods were draswn by horses or oxen.
Oxen were the preferred beasts, as Calsmity explained, but
the phrase "bull-whacking" always persisted. They were
slow beasts and needed constant prodding, but they were
not sc incorrigible as other animals and they were void

B8
Interview with Mr. Charles Fales August 1949.
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of original ideas. They were stesdy, tireless plodders
that ste up the miles with a slow never-changing gait.

The Chicago and Northwestern Railroad, pushing west
from Chicago, reached pierre, South Dakots in 1879, and
connected that town with the East. As a2 terminsl point
for the rallroad, plerre became an important freight center
for goods brought into and out of Rapid City snd the rich
mining fields of the Black Hills. The trail from Pilerre
to Rapid Clty covered a distance of one hundred fifty miles,
and on the average twenty-one days were consumed in covering
the distance, Ten teams of oxen were hitched together and
pulled three covered wagons. OSuch a group was known as &
bull-train and wzss kept in order by the whackers. In 1878,
& chronicler reported that Calamity Jane had offered to bet
she could Fknock & fly off sn ox's ear with a sixteen-foot
whip-lash three times out of five.“7 By the time she was
frelghting out of pilerre in 1379 and the 1880's her
effectiveness probably had risen to five times out of five.
ordinarily, ten trains traveled together, making a total of
two hundred oxen, thirty wagons, ten whackers plus the
wagon boss, nightherder and cook. %he first wagon was
called the lead wagon, the second the swing, and the third

the trsil. One thousand pounds of freight were allowed per

7
Horatio N. Maguire, The Coming Empire, p. 65,
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oxen head end the welght was distributed in the wagons,
thirteen thousand pounds, four thousand and three thousand,
respectively. The ideal load was thst of "shoes” for the
Homestake Hining Company. W"Shoes™ were large hesvy pleces
of iron which fit on the bottom of the crushers and were
used for smashing the ore. These welghty objects were
packed in the bottom of the wagons, allowlng much space
on top for lighter, more bulky goods. OSuch an arrange-
ment gave the desired poundzge without cumbersome plling
up over Lthe body of the wagon. When the caravan carried
feed for the oxen, the number of days on the road was
shortened beczuse only abbreviated grazing pericds were
regquired. But most wagon basses preferred to use all the
space for freight, even though it meant taking longer
camping time., Regard for the ability and health of the
animals, in addition to personal comfort of the crew,
made it necessary to set up a strict =chedule for work,
rest and meals. ZTo follow this routine meant that the
crew must rise early in the morning for the four-hour
march from four to eight. An eight-hour rest and grazing
period ensued from eight in the mornling until four in the
fterncon when the sun was hottest. The train moved on
again to complete the second half of the elght hour day
from four in the afternoon until eight in the evening.

During the night, the night herder was in charge of the
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caup., Those evenings were times for frollc and good
fellowship. The whackers gathered around the fire to

sing and "out tall-talk™ each other. There was time for

a drink or two, though care had to be taken lest over-—
indulgence incapacitate the party and bring trouble to the
whole caravan. Real revelry was left until the end of the
line. &né what did the bull-whackeress earn for her lsbors?
& dollar a day and board when she ate with the outfit.

The region through which the route passed was called
the Ureat 4merican Desert, large sections of which were
gumbo flats. ZThose stretches made for good traveling in
dry weather but when the rains csme those same flats
turned into seas of a slimy, sticky substance that stuck
to the wheels of the wagons and added tons of welght to
the already heavy load. The hoofs of the oxen became so
loaded that the animals were exhausted and finally bogged
down completely. Such times were extremely hard also on
the bnll~whackers,8 end the fact that Calamity Jane made

those trips not once but at least severel times shows

8

The above four paragraphs with exception of two sent-
ences, one cited in footnote seven, were dictated by Mr,.
Fales. He often is consulted by the South Dakota gistor-
ical Society on matters of local history because of his
good memory and reliable storles. ©®Several years ago he
narrated the same material to a historian who confused
things when his artiecle was published. Mr. Fales was
eager that this information should be recorded somewhere
accurately because very 1li®tle has been written on the
subject, It is the desire of this author to give the facts
as Mr. Fales- gave them to her. Much editing had to be done
but the details are exactly as glven by the old man.
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that she was a hardy character.

This method of earning a living to which Calamity
oceasionally resorted, she began early in life. #ccord-
ing to HcClintock, who was in Deadwood at the time,
she made more than one trip to Cheyenne as a bull-whacker
in 1876. Commenting on her skill with the whip, he saids
tAlthough I never happened to witness any of her cruel
performances with a twenty-foot bull whip, 1t was gener-
8lly conceded that she was an expert with that instrument
of animal torture‘ng It appears that she could work as
well as crack the whip, for after her Deadwood-Cheyenne
run she was promoted to assistant wagon boss_*lG

In the 1880's others saw her engaged in this same
occupation. ¥rs. M. J. Schubert, who came to pierre from
¥iseonsin in 1883, remembered that several times she saw
Calamity walking down the street beside the teams with
her whip in hanémll John Boland, who knew her, saw her
in 1883 or 1884 at Viewfield in Elm Creek Valley, sixty
miles east of Deadwood. She had thirty ox teams, of ten

oxen each, freighting between Fort Pierre and the Black

9 _
Jghn S, meClintock, Pioneer Pays in the Black Hills,
Pe 117,
10
1 Yidney (Bebraska) Telegraph, August 7, 1877.

Interview with Mrs. ¥, J, Schubert August 19490.
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Hills. Mrs, G, ¥, Dow saw Calamity Jane in the spring

of 1889 at a store in Tubtown, ¥yoming, driving an ox team.
Wearing 2 brown skirt, a buckskin hunting jacket, s man's
felt hat and heavy laced shoes, Calamity took her seat on
the wagon, cracked her long bull-whip over the backs
of the leaders and drove off. As a bull-whacker she could
lash out with her voice ass well as her whip.13

How 2 person of “alamity Jane's temperament could be-
come proficient st a job as slow moving, tedious, boring
and tiring as bull-whacking must have been has never been
explained., The train advanced at the most seven miles 3
day over the endless praliries where the distance to the
horizon was twice as far as a day's travel. After those
trips, there is good reason to belleve that the explosions
and reverberations that followed were twice as great as
they would have been normally. But as with Fscouting”
her interest in bull-whacking apparently was closely

connected with her interest in men.

ig
Nolie Mumey, Calamity Jane, p. 54.
13

#John Egmund Boland, River Man,™ Sguth Dakota Shate
Historical “ollections, 1947, Vol. XXIII, p. 216,



CHAPTER IX
SHOW GIRL

It would not be ccrrect to call Calamity Jane an

ackress, and yet, she made two different stage appearances

at large cities in both the #igdle west and the East. The

first series of performances took place during the winter

of 1898, the second five years later in the summer of 1801,

The coneluding two paragraphs of Calamity's Autobiography

mentlion briefly how she started on the stage.

D —

My arrivel in Deadwood after an absence so nmany
years created quite an excitement among my many
friends of the pest, to such an extent that a
vast number of the citizens who had come to
Deadwood during my absence who had heard so much
of “alamity Jane and her many adventures in
former years were sunxious to see me. Among the
many whom I mel were several gentlemen from
eastern clties, who advised me to allow myself
%o be placed before the public 1In such & manner
as to glve the people of the easstern cities an
opportunity of seeing the Woman Scout who was
made so famous through her daring career in the
West and Blaeck Hill countries.

4n sgent of yxohl & Middleton, the celebrated
Museum men came to Deadwood, through the solici-
tation of the gentleman whom I had met there and
errangements were made to place me before the
publiec in this manner, My first engagement began
at the Pslace ¥useum, Hinneapolis January Qcih,
1896, under Kohl and #®iddleton?!s management.

1

Autoblography, p. 7.
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Mr. Biddleton of Kobl and ywiddleton's Palace Museum
went to Deadwood in person to persuade Calamity to tour
through vsrious citles exhibiting herself to the curicus
public. Quite probably, as she said, she attracted his
attention after the enthusiastic reception she received
upon her return to Deadwood the previcus October. Her
garb for the act in which she appeareélwas & handsome
male attire of buckskin trousers and jacket. TIn addition,
she was rigged out with all imaginsble accompanying wild
west aceouterments. John Yohn, a local Deadwood shoemaker,
had the job of shoeing the aspirant museum heroine. When
Hiddleton visited the shop to see about ordering some
appropriste boots, Sohn proudly exhibited several pairs
which he thought were excellent samples. uiddleton ex-~
plained that he wanted boots with very high heels. Sohn
showed the highest ones he had but still they were not
high enough. W%hen he remarked that Calamity could not walk
if he made the heels any higher, Middleton assured him
that it did not matter since all she had to do was stand.
Her performance required no walking. The shoemaker made
the boots for eleven dollasrs but was not surprised when
Calamity 48id not pay for them., HMany months later one of
her friends who owned a loecal jewelry store settled the
pill. He hated to see Schn stuck for the boots, and as a

long-time friend of “alamity Jane he wanted to put her
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2
credit in good standing.

When word of this venture of Martha Cannary broke in
Deadwood some considered 1t a joke but all made comments,
The papers bustled with news. One account told that her
itinerary included Minneapolis, “hicago, Philadelphis, New
York and other cities, her zppesrances not exceeding two
weeks in each. MNMentloning that she did some splendid shoot-
ing when she practised with a “inchester rifle, the news-
paper went on to brag that although it was fifteen years
since she had hendled a gun, at one hundred paces she put”
five bullets out of eight shots in a six-inch bull's eyegﬁ
& week later another item told of a contrasct for elght weeks
with a fifty-dollar-per-week salery and 21l expenses.
Calsmity and her husband, Mr. Burk, left Deadwood Janusry
15 to open her engegement at the Palace Museum in Einne-
apolis five days later.4

That Calamity Jane spent some time in show business
is amply proven by a small advertisement on the theater
page of the ¥inneapolis Journal. Alongside a tiny sketch

of a feroclous looking womsn appeared these wordsi

e -
Interview with ¥r. John Pohn July 1948.
=

Black Hills Yaily Times (¥eadwood, South Dakota),
January 9, 1896.

4
Ibid., Janusry 16, 1886.



KOHL & MIDDLETOR
PALACE MUSEUM
WEEK BEGINNING MON. JABR. 20
The famous womsn scout of the Wild West. Heroine
of a thousand thrilling adventures. ZXhe Terror of
evildoers in the Black Hillst The comrade of Bnffalo
Bill and ¥ild Bill Hickok. See this fawous woman and
hear her graphie descriptions of her daring exploits.
4 Host of Other Attractions
A Big Stage Shgw .
Thatts All--pne Vime--thatts All®

Just how long Calamity Jane stayed at the Palace is
hard to determine, <The following week the museum advertise-
ment in the newspaper ballyhooed another woman, Madamolselle
Peanka who did amazing feats in the cage with fierce man-

6 ,
esting African lions. ¥hether “alamity remained as one
of the performers included in the "Host of Other Attrac-
tions® is anyonet!s guess.

If it be assumed that Calamity eontinued on her
circuit, the next logical jump was to “hicago, geograph-
ically the closest large city. One newspaper article in
Deadwood esrlier made the statement that Calamity would
open in Minneapolis December 12 and in Chicago Januery

7
15, Although those dates were changed it shows that
she originally expected to stay in Minneapolis two weeks

end then go on to the next stand. W¥ith that in mind, a

5

Minneapolls (Minnesota) Journal, January 20, 1896.
8

Ibid., Janusry 27, 1896.
7

Black Hills Daily Times, Pecember 12,1895,
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thorough search was made through the files of the Chicago
Iribune for any mention of Calamity Jane's appearing in
& dime museum there or of some gossip concerning her.
Nothing was found. This lack of evidence might mean
that Calamity Jane by-passed Chicago on her way to points
east, although that 1s unlikely, or that she lost her
major billing and continued without any publicity. But
those familiar with her personality would probably zgree
that her name could not be found becsuse the Minneapolis
engagement was the last of her dime museum career. The
ehances are that she was not able to stay away from her
liguor and conform to the restriections imposed upon her
by the management. One writer of Calamity stories wrote
that she invaded not only Chicago but ot. Louis, Kanseas
City and many other stsatlons. Where he obtained his
knowledge he did not reveal.B

The first authentlic news that she was back in her
old haunts eppeared in 2 Deadwood paper of June &, 18896,
Ihe notice mentioned that she had returned from the
East and planned to reside permanently in Newcastle,

Wyoming. It ststed that youths who had devoured nonsensical

yarns about her exploits had found an opportunity to "feast

8
Aikmen, Celemity Jane and the Lady ﬁ;lgcazg, p. 118.
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their eyes" upon her. The article went on to say that the
public had gazed at her, simply an ordinary woman, and had
lost 1ts interest in her. It ended with the stsatement
that she had filled all of her engagements in the eastern
ciﬁies.g Despite the last statement, absence of any other
proof indicstes that it was probasbly untrue. There are not
even hand-me-down stories from voluble 0ld piloneers
mentioning that they or anyone else saw Calamity Jane in
the dime museums of the bBast, Had she "filled sll of her
engagements,g certainly a vestige of & story would remain
today., If she did not follow the suggested schedule of
appearances, then the time from her Minneapolis engagement
to her arrival in Hewcastle, Wyoming, a period of five
months, may be accounted for in some other way. With

her aimless attitude toward 1ife, Calamity was probably
in no hurry to go anywhere in particular, and she may
have spent several months roasming through the Middle West
enroute "home.” The next five yesrs of her 1life are a
blank in the records, but she apparently remained in the
West, settling at the little mining camp of Horr,

¥ontana, near Livingston.

————van

9

Pioneer-Times (Deadwood, South Dakota), June 6, 1898.
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Calamity Jane's next venture as s show attraction
was in 1901. 1In thst year the Fan-Americsn Exposition
at Buffalo, New York, was in full swing. The promoters
for the midway planned to add to their attractions s
wild-west woman straight from the cow country. They sent
Hrs. Josephine Brake, novelist and newspaper writer, to
Montana to inveligle Calamity into golng Fast to assume the
role. The editor of the Livingston Post sccompanied the
journalist to Horr, where they found Calamity lying on =
dirty bunk in a negro house of 11l repute, sick and half-
fead from a long drunk. If Mrs. Brake had known what she
was letting herself In for she would have turned around
and traveled home alone, s happy woman. Instead, she
talked Cslamity Jane into going to Buffalo, evading the
real issue and promising her plenty of money, a palatial
home and good ccmpany.lo ¥rs. Brake and her charge rode
the Northern Pacific on the trip between Livingston and
St. Paul. Calamity, who knew how to take advantage of a
situation and always liked to play the part of an untamed
frontier woman, had a wonderful time. She promised Mrs.
Brake thst she would not tske s drink without first telling

her chaperon, and she kept her word. &very time she took a

gston (Montana) Pogt, August 6, 1903.
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drink she told Mrs. Brake. The only trouble was that the
telling became more frequent ss the journey progressed.
When the two arrived in ®t, Paul, Cslamity was still
going strong, but ¥rs. Brake showed signs of considerable
strgin. Reporters met them st theﬁhmtel and had a field
day interviewing the strange yaif.ll

In what capacity Calamity Jane thrilled, frightened
or shocked her audlences on the midway at the Buffalo
Exposition is known either from accounts written years
after the exposition or from hearsay. 4#n old-timer,
Mr. W. H. Newcom of Miles “ity, saw her performasnce and
described it thirty-three years later in the Miles City
Daily Star. He told vivid details about the barker who
introduced her act. This master of ceremonles, spesking
through & large megzphone, captlvated the audience with
tales about the famous ¢haracter who was going to perform.
After s grest fan-fare and bugle calis, Calamity %came
'vtearing into the ring' on horseback buckskins, boots and
guns, 'and stole the show!"™ Mr. Newcom attended this
exhibition with some plous eastern relatives. Learning
that the cowgirl wss a former Montana acguaintance of his,
they insisted upon meeting her. Worried and trembling at
what this western character might do and say to startle

il

8t. pawl (Minnesote) Digpatch, July 13, 1801.
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his sedate relatives, Newcom led them backstage for an
introduction. All ended well Tor Cslamity put on a most
lady-~like act.12

A different story is told by ¥ilstach. According to
him, Calamity begsn her eastern career in a smsll house

built on the electric route to Nlsgars Falls., Here she

sold her Autobiography and to advertise her scheme she

drove an eight-horse team through the streets of Buffalo.
For some reason the plan did not turn out well, so she
appeared ;n an act on the midway of the exposition.lg

An article sbout her death in the Iivingston Post
on pugust 8, 1903, had & brief note concerning her work
at the exposition. It read that %"at Buffalo, Calamity
wes glven a2 Job driving 2 six horse team to & coach in
the midway."

The reason why Calamity "resigned"™ from her position
to head west again is unknown. It might have been trouble
over the royalty from the sale of her Autobiogrsphy;
more likely it was too much drinking and sguabbles with

the authorities. One account recalled that after imbibing

& little too much she "knocked out a Buffalo policeman,

12 i ._ |
Miles “ity (Montana) %Ygily ®tar, May 24, 1934.

13 r
Frank J. Wilstach, ¥11d Bill Hickok, p. 258.
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14
She was arrested but was shortly released." in even

more plcturesque version reported that "drunk and fight-
ing to the last gasp with the exposition officer Calamity
was shooting the midwsy up.“15 Buffalo $il1l was quoted

by a Bozeman newspsper ss having sald: "I expect she wes
no more tired of Buffalc than the Buffale police were of
her, for her sorrows seemed toc need a good desl of drown-
ing."™ He went on to say that "she wanted money to get

West again. Well, of course, she was one of the ploneers.
For old timer's sake, you knowaﬁaﬁla The implication was
that he bought her a ticket or at least gave some financial
help, Being the great showman that he was, Buffslo Bill
would no doubt make a bid for this kind of publicity,
whether or not 1t was true. At least he let it be believed
that he had furnished her with a ticket and expense money
for her return to Montana. Heportedly she made things

17
lively at several stops along the wmay.

There is no way of telling just when she left the

Exposition City. A newspaper of October 2 nqticed her in

14
Livingston Post, August 8, 190%.
15 ,,
Duncan Aikmen, Calamity Jane and the Lady ¥ildeats,
pi ize,
8
Avant Courier (Bozeman, Montana), August 7, 1903.
17 ‘

Montana Weekly Pecord (Helena), June 3, 1802.
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Chicago, so her departure from Buffalo probably was sometime
in September. This item reported that several Montanans saw
Calamity on the midway at the exposition. She had a chance
meeting in Chicago with an ¢ld acquaintance from whom she
begged ecarfare back to Montana, She had placed herself on
exhibition in Chicago Lryling but falling to earn enocugh for
train fare, hoped that the friend would pity her. However,
if he refused her she was prepared to return "hobe fashioa,ﬁlg
To give Buffalo Bill benefii of the doubt concerning his
charitable gift to a "lady in distress,” it may be said that
her financlasl distress in Chiecago does not mean that he had
not given her more than ample funds for the whole trip. She
could well have spent the entire zmount while in Chicage and
then started either working or begging.

An ®pril, 1902, Livingston paper noted that she was in
town again, giving the impression of belng tired of the
gastern cities and of the people who lived there. That town
must have looked good to her. The people were the same,
the bars were the same and the jalls were the sasme. The

Buffalo Exposition was over and Cslamity Jane was home to
18
stay.

18 . .
Fergus Younty 4rgus (Lewistown, Montana), Uctober 2,
1901.
19
Livingston Post, 4pril 24, 1902.



CHAPTER X
JAIL

it can be said without reservastion that Calamity Jane
knew more zbout Jjails and related subjects than nursing,
scouting, trouping or maybe even bull-whacking or any of
the other csreers attributed to her by her meny chroniclers.
7o glve veriety to the discussion, such topies s bail,
arrest, warrant, trisl or any brush with the suthorities
w1lll be considered along with jsil.

The Tirst contemporary evidence in print that Calamity
Jane cenme to grips with the law was in 1876 st the youthful
age of twenty-four. Ro mention was made of the reason for
her detainment in the Cheyenne jall but she was reported to
be rejoicing over her "release from durance vile.® So
happy was she with her freedom that she "borrowed® a horse
and buggy and drove nilnety miles to a neighboring army fort.
When the gentleman who was sent after the conveyance arrived,
she begged him not to arrest her and, as he had nc authority
to do so, he merely took charge of the cutfit‘l A year
later when Calamity tried to borrow a2 rig at another shop in
the same town the owner refused, recalling the previous
ordeal. 4 notice in the psper commented at the time that

1
Chevenne (Wyoming) Daily Leader, June 20, 1878,
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after her joy ride a year earlier she had been booked for
2
larceny but the prosecution had not pressed the case,

Under the heading of nCullings from Territorial News"
an amusing short notice appeared in a Miles City newspaper
in 1883 that "Kibble and Calamity Jane, charged with sell-~

ing liguer to the Indians, got free owing to a technical
@z
Rl

error in the complaint.” The incident could have happened
anywhere in Montana, for the Territory had numerous Indian
reservations. Selling liguor to the Indians was an easy
way to make unlawful profit.

Two years later a Rewlins paper gave a spirited account

of Calamity in action:

Calamity Jane became endowed with the ambition
to meet any and all comers in the fistic arena
last Saturday and accordingly loaded up with &
more than average supply of ®Elbow crooker® and
started out. The first one to share honors with
her was one Blanche Daville whom Calamity sent
to grass on the first round. The next comer,
however, proved toco much for her, it being none
other than one of the guzrdlans of the peace
who placed the gentle Maggie in durance vile
until Monday morning when Edgerton scooped in
the stakes and gate receipts amounting to nine-
teen dollars and ninety-five cents.4

¥het seems to be a paraphrase of this episode appeared in

the Miles City paper two weeks later. "Cslamity Jane has

o
Ibid., July 7, 1877.

Yellowstone Journal (Miles City, ﬁontana}, March 3,
188z,
4 .
Carbon Sountv Jfournal (Rawlins, ¥yoming), July 25, 1885,

1
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been heard from again. This time she bobbed up serenely at
Rawlins, gobt drunk and knocked a frall sister oubt of timse
for which she was arrested and fined ten dollars and eosts.”s

in “eptember, 1886, at Weeker, Colorads, Calamity
Jane swore out a warrant for a fellow named Steers, a man
acting in the capacity of her husgband, At the trial shs
charged that he had stabbed her with the handle of a butcher
knife znd hit her on the 1ip with a rock. After being
fined, he "hit the trail® but had not gone far before he
realized that he needed Calamity to cheer him or his journey
snd so went bazck after her. They both started out afoot,
Jane carrying the pack.a

The congenlal palr probably hiked north, for the next
month the Rawlins paper mentioned that galamity Jane was in
the local "bastille.” She and Steers got into a drunken
guarrel, The lady went in search of an officer but was way-
laid st a saloon where she caused such a commotion that she
was removed. Then she threw rocks through a plate glass
window and was last seen belng taken away in the city trans-

fer wagon. A jail sentence apparently served temporarily

g a8 lesson for the culprit. In November Steers was given

5
Yellowstone Journal, August 8, 1885,
6

Carbon Sounty Journal, September 18, 1886, citing
Meeker iCalcrada) Herald.
7

Carbon County Journal, October 30, 1886.
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thirty days in the county jail, but no mention was made
a
of his companion.

Very likely Calamity had a past record for uproarious
antics in Laramie, because when she returned there in 1887
a writer for the Boomerang saids

To say that the old girl has reformed is some-

what of a2 chestnut. BShe was gloriously drunk

this morning and if she didn’t make Rome howl

she did Laramle. Her resting plsce is now the

soft side of an iron cell. Judge Pease will

deliver fthe lecture and collect the fime in the

morning.

Two weeks later this gentle creature turned up in the
capital city of Wyoming in & very dilepidated condition.
Though she apparently gave authorities no special trouble
for awhile after her arrival, she was still remembered
for her unbecoming conduct even after a decade away from
the vicinity. The opening sentence of the notice sbout
ner return was that "after an absence of ten or eleven
years, the notopious Calamity Jane who used tc figure so
prominently in police courts and circles inlthis city,

G
has again made her appearance in Cheyenne.”

A spicy charge was made against Calamity in Livings-

ton, Montana, in the fall of 1888, The crime was fornication

8

Ibid., November 6, 1886.
]

Laramie (%yoming) Boomerang, February 28, 1887.
10

Democratic Leader (Cheyenne, Wyoming), Msrch 12, 1887.
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and the two gullty psrties were Charles Townley and Jane
Doe allas Calamity Jane. Bail was fixed at two hundred
dollars and one hundred dollars respectively. The case was
presented to the court on November 10, and the verdict came
back from the Jjury "Not guiltya”ll

A year later back agsin in Wyoming, Calamity made her-
self at home in the Laramie Jjall. However, she was not the
only woman making trouble for the law in that lively frontier
town. The record shows that another female character spent
a week?s streteh there at the same time zs Celamity Jane.
It is interesting to imagine that the two were cellmates
during their sojourn. A reporter noted briefly thsat:

Two women, both well-known characters, were

before Justice Tohren this morning charged

with drunkenness. @ne was known as ®01d

Mother Gladdis,” and the other as "Calamity

Jane," They were given eight and a half days

each and are now in jail.lg

Having made contributions to the disruption of peace
in ¥Wyoming, Montana and Colorado, Calamity had no intention
of glighting South Dskota. The day after she made her tri-
umphant return to Deadwood in October, 1895, she paid =

visit to the adjoining town of Lead. After patronizing a

117 )

Papers cre on file at Park Ccuntg “ourthouse,
Livingston, Montana, in the Recorder's VYrffice. Photo-
static copy 1s in Appendix.

iz

Laramie Boomerang, fugust 30, 1889.
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saloon she had to be bodily assisted intg a hack by an
officer to whom she used wvile 1angnagebiy Shortly after
that she gave z drunken exhibition on the streets of Hot
Springs. After attempting to take & ride on 2 saddle horse
which did not belong to her, Cslamity yelled revolting
names to a young lady passing by, and had not a gentleman
interfered it 1s possible she would have struck the lady.
Although she carried on here in a high-handed, wild-west

manner she was not arrested. However, the editor of the

Hot Springs Star concluded in s disparaging paragraph

gbout her conduct that ®the disreputable outcast...
ghould have been locked in the cooler,”14

At the sge of fifty, Jjust a year before her death,
Calamity still was experiencing that familiar sensation
of sleeping in a cell. In the summer of 1902 she made
an involuntary over-night stop at the Livingston jsil.
The trouble all started when officials brought the old
girl into Livingston to provide her with a berth at the
county poorhouse. Her violent protests and promise to

leave town brought relesse. Hegving a small amount of

money she purchased a train ticket to Lombard, but missed

13
Black Hills Daily Times (Deadwood, South Dakota),
October 6, 1895.

14
~ Ipid., November 14, 1895, citing Hot Springs (South
Daxota) Star.
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the train and spent the layover drinking her favorite
ligquor. The station master, unable to put up with such
& drunken nuisance, escorted her %o the customary strong-
hold for the nightalﬁ

In Billings, however, she rated & sixty-day sentencse
ss guest of the county on a charge of disturbing the pesace.
As she wss in poor physieal condition, the judge thought it

ie
& good idea to keep her away f{rom temptation, Tt could

hzve been that she turned out to be more of & problem in
jail than out, for twenty days later in a somewhat %"jagged®
condition she boarded a train for Deadwcaéalv

Without any authentication but repeated sc often that
it is often believed, there is a story of Calamity as a2
righteous thief. The story goes that, in Deadwood, Calamity
worked in a questionable resort. One morning a particular
patron, after awakening from his drunken silumbers, found
that his thirty dollars were gone. Called before the
justice of the peace to testify, Calamity rezdily admitted
the theft. The man was completely drunk when she found

him, sc she ransacted his pocket for "loot" before the

other girls could do likewise. When it was learned by the

15
Livingston (Montana) FPost, Junse 5, 1902.

18
B111ings (Montana) Gazette, November 25, 1902,
7

Ibid., December 16, 1902.
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maglstrate that she used the money to pay the hospital
Bill of a young girl without funds, the case was dropped
and the gentleman reprimanded for his own unwise canéuct.18

Captain Jack Crawford recalled that as assistant
marshal of Custer City, Pouth Dakota, in 1876 he was under
the painful necessity of arresting Calamity for intoxico-
tion and disorderly conéuctﬁlg

Sometime in 1895, in ¥iles City, Mr. ¥, H, Hewcom was
asleep one night in the old stable office where he worked.
The door opened and someone shook him. It was Calamity
Jane, Booming out through the darkmess that she wanbted
Hewcom to take her to Deadwood, she told a tale of woe,
Ed Jackson had put her in jall because she was a celebrity
and Judge Milburn had fined her one hundred dollars. 8Since
she had not had the mcney the judge had let her out %o
rustle it, but instead she was going to "make a run" for
it. Promised that her friend, Sam Pepp, would pay for the
trip, Newcom agreed to let her have a carriage and finally
rounded up a driver. As the prisoner left Miles Vity, she
shouted out that it had tzken Jackson and two other men
to put her in jJail and that she would be back scme day to
18 ]

Jessie Brown and A. M. ¥illard, The Black Hills

Trails, pp. 415-418.

Presphr sty

Rapid City (South Dakota) Journsl, no date on clipping
in file at South Pakota mistorical Soclety bLibrary. Con-
text tells that it must have been a few weeks after
Calamity Jane's death, August 1, 1803.
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20
get even with him, Chances are that her escort dumped

her off at the next town zlong the way where she could
stay until her own fency moved her or the law would tsake
her in agaigg

These examples of Cslamity Jane in jail were picked
from only & few newspspers in the larger settlements.
Careful snd deliberzte inspection of zll locel newspapers
in towns where she visited would undoubtedly revesl dozens
of similsr news items. In addition, 1t is probable that
for many misdemeanors she was not arrested and that in
numerous places where she put in her appearance and was
arrested the press falled to mention 1t. Her very nature
indicates that her whole mature life was spent in and out
of jails and that the above mentioned incidents sre but a

few that received extra publicity.

20 )
Miles City (Hontsna) Daily Star, ¥ay 24, 1934,




CHAPTER XI
THE GUNWOMAN

There is a group of tales about Calamity, which may
very well have partial basis in fsct, but which form 2
chapter in that great Western cycle which is still por-
trayed in moving plicture thrillers. These zre the tales
about Calamity drawing her guns and outfscing an opponent
or making him dance the tenderfoot dancel or otherwise do
her bidding -- the scrt of thing which happens when the
hero in the Hollywood western picture enters s saloon full
of killers, dominsting them with the strength of his reputa-
tion and a certain mystic cuality which 1s part of the
frontier mythology, or when he walks across a corral facing
a barnful of armed despersdoes and manages to capture then.
No one knows why he is not shot.

In a recent article on Wild Pill Hickok, Stewart
Holbrook remarked that Wild Bill "mede the town gquiet and
safe, and created a sltustion that was a marvel to sll
reflective men: here was the iron will of one man holéding
at Ppay &ll of the malice and lawlessness ¢of 2 town that

2
had been second to none in violence.,™

1
Tenderfoot dance was a frequent performance in which
the gunman mszde his opponent dance by shooting close to his
feet.
2
Stewart H. Holbrook, "Wild Bill Hickok, There Was a
Man," Dgquire, May 1850, p. 64.
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In the mythology of the motion pictures, which goes
back to the o0ld dime-novels, this guality is usually
connected with courage, will, a pecullsr integrity, znd a
dominsting eye. Since Calamity's eye, although described
in a eouple of instances as keen or plercing, was usually
more accurately called bleary, and her reputation for
integrity so dim, it is hard {o think of her as being
sllowed to domlnete on this basis. If cowboys and others
danced at her bidding, it seems likely it was done a2s a
kind of joke, to humor her, There is also the possibility,
the lezst she would have csred to admit, that it depended
somewhat on her being z woman. The frontiersmants con-
fused chivalry and awe of women probasbly were not
completely overcome even by Celamity!s vehement rejection
of the virtues of femininity. BHis code would have told him
what to do when threstened by a man, but with s woman, even
Calamity, he was baffled, and declded to enjoy it as a jJoke.
California Joe, who actually was an Indisn scout, wes one
man, however, who did not go along with this sttitude.
Milner, the nephew of California Joe, tells of a quarrel
between Calamity and Joe when she allegedly tried to steal
Joe's dog. It must be remembered that a scout's trained
dog was a valuable piece of equipment. After that on two

ocecasions Joe pulled his guns and made Calemlity do the



tenderfoot dance, as he sald, to keep from being pestered
any further by herig

Although there are a few vague generslizations on
Calamity a8 a2 kKiller of Indians or husbands, 1t is slmost
always stated thet she was known not to be a killer., There-
fore, thig personality split becomes even wider, ©Ohe was
nelther a reckless desperado nor a symbol of dominsting
integrity or righteousness. HNevertheless, she is credited
with deeds appropriate only to one of these two types,; or
to an outstanding maorksmsn, and there is no record of her
marksmanship.

Here is a newspaper story of the tenderfoot genre:

This was in the cow town of Oskes, North Dakota.

She drank much and In one saloon the cowhoys began

to chaff her. Calamity Jene smiled grimly and

asked everyone up to the bar. They howled. Two

revolvers suddenly appeared in the woman's hands.

She could draw as guickly as any man who ever lived.

"pDance, you tenderfeet, dance," she commanded grimly,
and fired a few shots by way of emphasis.

They danced, and with much vigor. 7They did other
things that she commanded. Calanity Jane wss not
s person to be trifled with., The manner in which
she shut up that saloon was powerfully convincing.4

Aikman reports that she was tarown out of o Livingston house

of peculiarly rlotous fame for the same performance, but
5
not that she was interrupted in the act. Leter, he tells

—

&
Joe E. Milner and Barle R. Forrest, Californisz Joe, p. 233.
4
Avant Courier (Bozeman, Montana), August 7, 1903,
5 e
Duncan Aikman, Calamity Jane and the Lady Wildcats,
p. 114,
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of her lining up & bunch of h%lﬂclaé prostitutes andéd making
them do the tenderfoot danceyé but to do so would hardly
reguire auny legendary coursge.

Frackelton recounts how she terrified a newspaper
editor in Sheridan, ¥yoming, who wrote an offensive
article sbout hefﬁ? There is another story of & visiting
Chicago newspapermsn hiding out in the Blsck Hills to
avold meeting her because he composed a bawdy lyric sbout
her marital statusig An even more plcturesgque flight

was executed by the city editor of the Cheyvenne Leader

who, when encountered by this psrticular femsle,

#elimbed upon & convenient desk, sprang through the
skylight, ran nimbly scrogs the adlacent roofs, jumpeda
through asnother skylight snd hid in s friend's ﬂfficead
In these three cases the men may have wished only to
aveid s scene, but that they are supposed to have made a
guick exodus, instead of ignoring or dismissing Celamity,

suggests that she had accumulated at lesst a reputation

for impatience.

3
Tbid., p. 121,

Will rrackelton, Sagebrush Dentist, p. 124.

o

Anaconda Standard (Butte, Montana), February 2%, 1901,
Cheyepne (Wyoming) BPgily Leader, July 7, 1877.
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There is = story which shows Calamity inm the role of
the scourge agsinst someone who is eruel to animals, The
story appears in slightly different settings repeatedly.
It is told in a Literary Yigest article referring to a

10
maileskinner whom Celamity found asbusing s mule. When

she told him to stop, he flicked off her hat with his mule-
whip. She pulled her guns and ordered him to put the hat
back. "The muleskinner paused but a moment when he looked
into the eyes confronfing him, then plcked up the hat znd
replaced 1t,.¥ In this case the mule-skinner may not have
been armed, and in any case had his hsnds full, But for
the story to make sense he would have to be terrified that
she would actually shoot. Another version of the story
appears in Bennett's Qld Deadwood Uays:

Do yau remember, Judge,” the General said, "the

time “glamity pulled & gun and a volley of language

on a bull-whacker down here becsuse he was belabor-

ing a tired ox? He didn't even frown at the beast

when she got through with him, 11
Coursey recounts the story at greater lengthi

An aged army officer gave this account of Jane,

just after she died. He sald that they were

coming up the Black Hills! trall from Laramie

to Deadwood with a pack train of army supplies.

Jane was along. They had with them a new
muleteer. He was an experienced driver, bui had

10
"Calamity Jane s a Lady Bobinhood," Literary
Digest, Hovember 14, 19285, p. 48.
il

Bgtelline Bennett, 014 Deadwood Days, p. 299.
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only recently been assigned to duty with the new
sommand. Above Custer, along the creek, ons of
the mules went down. 3he fellow kicked it
viclously with his heavy army boots and abused it
mercilessly. Jane stood nesr, dressed as & govern-—
ment scout. <he new driver did not knmow that she
was a woman. Finally the Christlen instincts in
Jane's heartgot the better of her, and stepping up
to the villain she sailds "Pon't you kick that mule
againl® With that he gave a sharp flirt with his
whip, and jerked her hat to the ground.

Quicker than a flash, Calamity Jane Jerked out her
pig “olt's revolver, stuck the muzzle firmly under
his nose and commanded: "put that hat where you

got itiw .

He saw the white circle forming rapidly around her

firm mouth, and judging by the look in her eyes

and the tone of her volce, he promptly obeyed.

12

She said: "Phank you," and walked away.

Tom Brown gives an eye-witness account of Calamity
Jenets appearing in a grocery store in Confederate “ulch
in 1886, getting a sack of groceries including items
that were luxurious in that day, then pulling her guns 1

18
and backing out without the grocer's daring to interfere,
The motive for this action was the need to feed her
patlents who were i1l in a nearby cabin. 1f the story
were true it seems like z deliberste effort to show off,
With the open-handed generosity of the frontier, it

would have been simple to take up & ccllection for the

i2
0. 8. Coursey, Besutiful Bjack Hills, pp. 105-107.
=

Lom Brown, The Momgnce of Evervday Life, pps 41-42,
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afflicted, The story, however, appesrs in another form
in Deadwood:

During one of these epidemics, her eplc has it,
a new store proprietor sold 2 hard looking
female an agsortment of groceries and preserved
delicaclies that would hzve kept a falr-sized
family through a Nontana winter. He helped her
wedge her treasures into a capaclous dburlap
gsack and throw 1t over her sturdy shoulders.
Then he bent over his counter to make the
addition. When he loocked up he was facing down
the muzzle of & steadily pointed six-shooter and
2 ginister contrzlto thunder was rolling about
his ears.

#1'm Calamity Jane, by God, and them sick boys
I'm lookin'! out for up in the hills don't pay
for ne grub till they get good and able, Geb
that?® As she vanished through the door with
the approved backing-out step of the success-
ful stick-up ertists, amused by-stsnders con-
vinced him that to attempt prosecution under
the eircumstances would be a dangerously anti-
gsocial manoeuvre,l4

An article written by Ylendolin Wagner tells the same
story with this stirring conclusion: ®the weak-kneed
proprietor never even gasped out his protest, for he
knew that a leveled gun in Calamity's ever steady
hand, backed by the steady glint of hard eyes, meant
business.”ls

Another story turns up fregquently, that of the bar-

tender who refused to give her drink because ladies were

14
Puncan Aikman, p. 107.

15 | |
Ulendolin Damon Wagner, ®Calamity Jane," Montana

0il and wining Journal, January 1938, p. 7.
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not allowed in bars in those days. As told by Aikman it

goes 1ike this:

.«+a new bartender in the town, with the restraints
of penver's drinking proprieties firmly engrained
in his nature, declined to give her service. He
found himself looking into the barrel of her pistol
and heard z hearty contralto voice commanding, *r1
reckon you don*t know who I am. BSay, young feller,
dontt you know if Celamity Jane wasn't a lady, you
might be setfing up drinks right now for this
blankety-blank crowd?® A bystander interposed

at this point with a sufficient explanstion. Also,
as was often charac?gristic of her pstronage, he
paid for her drink.™

Calamity herself started a lurid story about how she

overpowered Jack McCall, the murderer of Wild Bill Hickok.

This time she used & meat cleaver,

On the 2nd of August, while setting at a gambling
table in the Bell Union salcoon, in Deadwood, he
/¥114d B111/ was shot in the back of the head by
the notorious Jack McCall, a desperado. T was in
Deadwood at the time and on hearing of the killing
made my way at once to the scene of the shooting
and found that my friend had been killed by HMcCzll.
I at once started to look for the assassin and
found him at Shurdy's butcher shop and grabbed s
meat cleaver end made him throw up his hands;
through the excitement on hearing of Billts death,
having left my weapons on the post of my bed. He
was then taken to a leg cabin and locked up, well
secured as every one thcught, but he got away and
was afterwards caught at Fagan's ranch on Horse
Creek, on the old Cheyenne road and was then tsken
to Yankto%7 Dgk., where he was tried, sentenced
and hung.

The Pioneer related only that "Jack McCall was cap-
18

tured after a lively chase by many of the citizens.”

18
17
18

Duncan #Aikman, pp. 57-5B.
Autobiography, pp. 4-5e

Jessie Brown and A. M, Willard, The Black Hills Trails,



McClintock, who was on the street when ¥cCall ran from
the saloon, sald that the assassin "was found by Ike
Brown and others.® ge added that "no report was current
at that time of him resisting arrest nor w?re there 'ten
mens armed with rifles' masking the arrest."*g Because of
thegse reports the only conclusicn that can be drawn is
that the autoblographer was not telling the truth about
her part in the drama. If Calamity went into the Belle
Union saloon to find the murdered Wild Bill, she must
have been sadly disappointed. His corpse, according to
the same news item mentioned above, was not there, but
at the hgll of Nuttall and Mann. The Belle Union was

much farther down the street, but certainly no one would

criticize her for confusing a saloon or two.

Mokler and Cunningham give her credit for the capture.

Nelson seems to relate the incident in earnest, slthough

he scoffs at a good many of her other clzims. He may have

21
assumed that the resder would recognize his sarcasm.

Connelley makes quite a point of the story, adding the

18 (“ontinued)
p. 407, citing the Pioneer (Deadwood, “outh Dakota)
August 5, 1876.
19 |
John ®, yeCliptock, pioneer Vays in the Black gills,
pPp. 108-109.
20
Alfred James Mokler, History of Natrona Qounty
¥yoming, 1888-1922, p. 433.
Eugene Cunningham, Triggernometry, p. 272.
21
Bruce 0. Nelson, Land of the Dacotahs, p. 164,
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element thai the timorous men around at the time were
afraid to go after McCall in his hideaway, but that

Calamity gtalked in, unsrmed and captured him with the
28
cleaver, ¥hy McCall, who had just shot wild Bill with

no gualms, would not have shot her too is beyond inter-
pretation. 7Tt should be remembered that these men are but
recent writers and that they took their opinion from her
8Lory.

A Dbrave deed often retold shows the daring snd coursge
of Calsmity Jane in rescuing a Cheyenne and Black Hills
stage. There are writers who tell the story exactly as she
narrated it and believe 1t, others who claim the story may
be partielly sound and still others who cell the whole thing
ridiculous. Her own thriliing verslon reads:

T remalined arocund Deadwood locating claims, going
from camp to camp until the spring of 1877, where
one morning, I saddled my horse and rode towards
Crook city. I had gone about twelve mliles from
Deadwood, at the mouth of Whitewood creek, when T
met the overland mail running from C‘heyenne to
Deadwood. The horses on & run, zbout two hundred
yards from the station; upon look1n§ closely I

saw they were pursued by Indians. Jhe horses ran to
the barn as was their custom. #s the horses stopped
I rode along side of the coach and found the driver
John ®lsughter, lying face downwards in the boot of
the stage, he having been shot by the Indians. When
the stage got to the station the Indians hid in the

22
William ©lscy Connelley, Wild Bill and His Era,
p. 191.




bushes. 7T immedistely removed all baggage from
the coach except the mall. 1 then took the
driverts seat and with all haste drove to Deadwood,
carrylng the six passengers and the dead driver.2d

The tale could be accepted as fact except for newspaper
accounts written at the time of the incident. "ince there
are no Deadwood files available until July, 1877, and the
murder occurred in March, 1877, the account in the
Cheyenne, Wyoming, daily, taken from some Deadwood
journals, 1s adequate to settle the points in question.
The newspaper narrative relatess

pesdwood City, March £6. _

A bold attempt to rob the Cheyenne & Black
Hills stage, bound north, was made near here
last evening. As the coach was coming domn
whitewood canyon and about two and a halfl
miles from Deadwood, five masked men, walking
along the road before the stage, suddenly
wheeled, ordered the driver to stop and
instantly commenced firing on the coach. At
the first fire Johnny &laughter, the driver
was killed and Walker Iler of Deadwood, was
slightly wounded in the hand and arm. The
horses started suddenly, throwing the driver,
Iler and another passenger off the coach. +the
stage was not stopped until it arrived in town,
leaving the driver on the road dead. About
twenty shots were fired at the cosch, but all
the passengers, except Iler, were unhurt. A
party went out and found the body of the driver
with a charge of buckshot in his breast. The
robbers got no booty.24

..osnad it not been for the stage team taking
fright and running away, in all probability the
ten passengers would have shared a like fate with

putoblography, ps 5.
Chevenne (Wyoming) Daily Sun, Msrch 27, 1877.
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25
the driver.

The fact that Calamity's name was not mentioned in
the article is ample proof that she had no part in the
affair. Calamity, whose name was becoming a household
word and who had her name appearing in newspapers all
over the West, would certainly have rated a few lines
telling of the daring rescue, had she actually effected
it. It is obvious why it did not appear. 8She was not
there, The discrepancies in her story are so numerous
as to provoke smusement. Here is how the two stories’

compare point for point:

Calsmity Newspaper

1 one morning last evening

2 about twelve miles about two and & half miles
from Deadwood from Deadwood

& T saw they were pur- five masked men, walking along
sued by Indians the road from the stage,

suddenly wheeled
4 the six passengers the ten passengers
5 found the driver...ly- leaving the driver on the road

ing face downwards in the dead....2A party went out and
boot of the stage...and found the body of the driver
drove to Leadwood, carry-
ing...the desd driver
The comparison proves beyond doubt that Calamity Jene
was not at the spot when the hcld-up took place., The woman
probably wes not even in town to read the newspapers. She
must have gotten the story second- or third-hand and then

I1ster made it her own.

25
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Investigation at the scene of Calamity's activities
produced s tale which may be authentic. If i% is, it
showe that even in her later period, people felt they
could count on her in time of need. William Berry, an
eighty-four year old Missouls resident, for s number of
vears related this story whiech reeks of the 014 @%stmgﬁ

Between 1895 and 1902 ¥r. Berry was a passenger con-
ductor on the Northern pacific Rallway in south central
¥ontsna. OCalamity Jane was often a passenger on his run
and they were casusl friends for several years. One night
Calamity boarded the train at Billings enroute to Bozeman.
As was her usual custom; she sat Iin the front part of the
smoking c¢ar. Forty miles out of Billings at the little
town of Columbus, Bam Jackson, under-sheriff of Bweet
Uragss County, got on the train and confided to Berry
thet he had warrants for the arrest of two catile rustlers
whom he spied in the back of the smoking car. Unable to
make the srrest there in Columbus because the town
possessed no jaill, Jackson had conceived a workablw plan.
They were to proceed up the line to Big Timber, where
officers from that town had been notified of the situation
and wére to meet the train 4o help with the final disposi-

tion of the ruffians. Berry wss to lock the fronmt door so

28 ‘
Interview with Mr. William Berry July 1949,
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that all the passengers getting off would have to file
past the sheriff., Then Jackson saw Calamity and nudged
Berry:; "Say, Bill, as you go through the smoker casually
tell Calsmity to amble back this way. T have a hunch
that besides those two scoundrels there may be an accomplice
or two sitting somevhere in the car. In case that is true,
T will probably need some help from her.® Bill passed on
the message and she played her part with aplomb, In ten
or fifteen minubtes she swaggered out to the under-gheriff
and received instructions. After coming back to her seat
she took & nap. She had her reliable six-shooter and
that was all she needed. It was always kept in 2 holster
under her lefs arm beneath a buckskin coat or jacket. As
the train neared Big Timber, Bill Berry locked the front
door and galled the station. He reguested those getting
off to exit bhrough the back. Z<he train stopped, Jackson
showed his badge, poked his gun at the ftwo rustlers who
obligingly forfeited theirs, and made the arrest., The
sheriffts suspicion had been right: there was an
accomplice sitting a few seats from his two friends who
sterted to come to thelr rescue while Jackson was hand-
cuffing his victims. As the third man made his first
sudden move for his gun, Calamity quickly and guietly

stepped from behind and stuck her gun against hils back.
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#Dhrop that gun, brother, right on the seat.? He did.
By that time she had changed her expression from that
of grim determination to & wide smile. W"Here, sheriff,
is another gun for your collection,™ she added.

In the memoirs of D. Dee there is a passage which
indicstes that many of Calamity's gun perfurmances were

mock serionst

"When “alamity decided 1t was time to go on
another sSpree, her first idea was to don her
buckskin sult, high-heeled boots, and Stetson
hat, a2 wide smmunition belt and 2 44%'s hol-
stered at each side, P“he looked like a very
formidable person and anyone who crossed her
got cussed up one side and down the other, and
she was & past master at profanity. T never
knew her to fight with her fists; but when in
a8 peevish fit, out c¢ame one or both of her

big 44's and folks were told where to head in.
She was never known to be & killer, but one
didn"t know but what now was the time she would
atart in, and the big bores of her 44Vs aiming
at the mid-gsection was an excellent persuader.
A1l right, Jane, I'11 take it all back,'! would
mollify her and a drink made her forget any
differences in a second.® 27

A few years after her death an acguaintance of
Calamity Jane reminisced: "But she was a kind-hearted
girl; there wasn't anything vieious sbout her, either,
She never got into fights or wanted to pull a gun, or

28
anything like that,®

27
D. Dee, Low Down on Cslamity Jane, pp. 6-7.
28

Great Falls (Montansa) Leader, July 16, 1906.



CHAPTER XIT
DEATH

After the turn of the century, Lalamity Jane's seem-
ingly rugged health begen to fail. Her friends noticed
that she was not as robust as she once had b&ﬁﬂ@i Her
holsterous past was catching up with her,

If she herself reallzed this she did not show it, for
early in 1903 Calasnmity went back to her old haunts 1ln the
Black Hillsg country. Travelling from town to town and
camp Lo camp, she renewed acquaintances with her oldéd
ploneer friends and sold her little Autobiography and
scouting plctures. Her 1life was & gay one and seemed to he
made up of one drunken carousal after another. An amusing
incident took place as she rode in a hack from Aladdin to
Sun Pance, Wyoming. The episode was of s more temperste
nature than many in which she had figured, but it illus-
trates the personality and character of thiz frontier woman,
then in her early fifties. Hiding across the hills she
yelled at everyone she met, asking for a drink of whisky or
& smoke, OShe passed two fellows herding horses who were sit~

ting on the ground playing cards. "High, low, Jack and the

1
. Pioneer-Times (Deadwood, “outh Pakota), July 15,
903,
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game,” she shouted. 7ot a bottle?" W¥hen they informed

here that they had no bottle she asked for & smoke,
Their negative reply brought a reguest for a chew. One
of the men produced a plug of Climax and she took g chew
#that would have made s Kentucklan asshamed of himself.“g
That was Calamity Jane as she neared the end of the traill.
Barly in Euly‘@f 190Z% she spent some Lime in Yeadwood
and on one occasion expressed @ desire to re-visit the
greve of Wild Bill Hickok. A prominent man, Percy Russell,
still residing in Deadwood today, hired "Wim's Hack" for
ner and the two went up to Mt. Moriah Cemetery. Attired
in a long bilack dress and broad brimmed hat, Calamity
posed for a picture by Hickokrts gra veuﬁ Inis photograph
has long been used on post cards sold each yesr to tourlsts.
For the next few weeks the movements of thils wandering
woman are uncertain, but in the last week of July she
went from Spearfish to Terry, a small mining town eight
miles southwest of ﬁeadwoad¢4 Complaining thst she was

sick and weary, Calamity Jane told friends that her time

was near to "cash in.® There, in Terry, she was ccred

2
Z
5 rbid., June 25, lgevav

Interview with Percy Pussell July 1949.

The same idea aﬁpears in & short unpublished paper in
possession of Mr. Russell, Calamity Jane as Remembered by
‘ercy Russell.

4

Host accounts state thet Calamity died in Terravilie,

south Dakota. It is & town less than a mile from Deadwood.




for by ¥r. H. A. Sheffer, proprietor of the Cslloway

Rotel., Her characteristic gpirit was displayed in her
reaeg%icﬁ of the attention of her physician. #~he showed

g rebellious disposition when her doctor tried to give her
medicine., Luckily for Dr. ﬁieﬁaréé, her weakened physical
condition kept her from carrying out numerous threats.

The day before her death the edltor of the Terry News-Record
visited Deadwood to solicit aid for this impoverished old
woman from members of the Black mills Pioneer “ociety.
Several cld friends c¢sllied on her at the hotel where she
was staying. To them she spoke of a married daughter liv-
ing in North Dzkota, but would not reveal any details about
how she was getting along or why the two had guarreled.
Her ®dying request® was that the funeral be held under the
auspices of the Pioneers, She wanted her remains to be
buried in Mt. Woriah Cemetery in Deadwood bheside those of
wild Bill who wss murdered twenty-seven yesrs before in
Deadwood. Her demise occurred at five ofclock in the
afternoon of August 1, 1803, The immediste cause of her
death was recorded by the doctor and undertaker as in-

5
flammation of the bowels, but over indulgence in alcchol

5

?ionesgafimes, August 2, 1903.

This writer was able to unearth & book which contained
the records of deaths in esrly Desdwood. It is of speeial
value because the county records did not begin until con--
siderably later. Vital information about Calamity was
written in and signed by both the doctor and undertaker.
That dats should end any and all controversy concerning her
death over which writers disagree.
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over a period of masny years was undoubtedly a contributing
CBUSE.

the body was brought to the undertzking parlors of
Charles Bobinson in Deadwood. Czlamity had taken care of
Robinson one winter when the boy was only seven years old
and throughout the years a sort of friendship had continued.
¥nile she lay on the cooling board, many curious women, who
would have scorned her on the street, came to look at the
fece of the dead woman. They clipped locks of her hair for
souvenirs, and 8o disgusted was s former crony of hers with
their vandal-like actions that he had 2 wire screen put
over her heaé¢7

Her friends who gathered to see her agreed that she
looked better than she had ever locked in her lifetime. &
photograph taken of her in the coffin shows her serene gnd

neat, The white dress was very different from the buckskin

outfits or plain black dresses which earlier pictures show

6

In an interview July 1949 with Mrs. Mary BRobinson, widow
of undertaker Charles Hobinson. ©She told that when her
husband!s mother had to go &est one winter to a funersal
Calamity took little Charles to the shack where she lived.
needed additional winter clothing so she made him a pair of
trousers from a red California blanket. Several times over
a period of years she did services for this famlly snd they
never forgot her., In later years, Mr. Pobinson gave finan-
cilal aid whenever she needed 1t but he insisted that she
never come to his home, Desplie her kindness, he realized
that she was not a fit associate for his wife and children.

7
Jesse Brown and A. M. Willard, The Black Hills Irails,
?t 4}.8;
8

A reproduction of the original is shown at the end of

&
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as her ordinary costume. According to the Diamond
Jubilee Bdition of the Pioneer-Times, Mrs. Gilbert Parker,
the only lady from the days of ¥76 still living in Dead-

wood, claimed that she made the dress in which Calanmity
[
ped

was buried. This is extremely doubtful. & newspaper
article thirteen years esrlier carried a story in which
Hrs. Parker said thst "the famous frontiers-woman was
buried in a plain black dress, with & white collar.® The
cleim of the seamstress 1s In contradiction to the photo-
graph which shows Calamity in white. In the earlier inter-
view Mrs. Parker did not claim that she had made the dress,
as she surely would have done had she taken such a part in
the funeral of the notorious woman¢10

To thls day Deadwood has seldom seen such s funersl.
The services were held in the First Methodist Church on
August 4, and the bullding was packed with old settlers

as well as many morbidly curious citizens. ¥r., C. B. Clark

delivered the sermon and ¥rs. M. M. Wheeler snd Miss &lsie

8 {(continued)
the chapter. The original picture, in this gloomy pose,

is in possession of this writer. It is the only one known
to exist. Formerly, Mrs. Mary Robinson had it in her home
smong other relics of the old dsys. ©She turned the picture
over to the writer with the understanding that no commercial
use ever be made of it. +his kind of sensational picture

is always in grest demand by people who make tourlist post cards.
9
1 Pioneer-Times, June 20, 1951,

0

Great Falls (Montans) Tribune, November 19, 1938,
(United Press Dispatch from Deadwood, November 19)



Cornwall sang, sccompanied at the organ by Miss Helen
Powler, After reading the Ninetieth Pszlm and making a
few remarks upon the uncertainty of 1life and the level to
which desth brings everyomne, the Reverend Dr. Olark
reviewed the history of Deadwood gnd the part which
Celamity Jane had played in its development. He stressed
the kindness she had exhibite@ and recalled her part in
nursing the sick during several epidemics. The more
unpleasant and sordid things were tactfully omitted. At
the close of the sermon tﬁe remains were viewed by seversl

11

hundred persons. Mrs. Psrker in her estimste that ¥

over
ten thousend people erawﬁe& around the ¥ethodist Church®
was exaggerating grossly.lg

As the people filed out of the church they noticed
that a man who had been sttrseting their attention by his
weeping and walling throughout the service was still
kneeling and sobbing bitterly. Ko one knew him, but some
one touched him on the shoulder and asked if he were a
friend of Calamity Jane. “Yes;“ he said between sobs, "I
was her first husband. ©She wes the flnest woman that ever

13
lived —- the kindest.™ Sons and daughters of the ploneers

11
. Deadwood Paily pioneer-Times, August 5, 1903.

12

Great Falls Tribune, November 19, 1938.
(United Press Dlspatch from Deadwood, November 19)
13

Estelline Bennett, 0ld Deadwood Pays, p. 243.



still remember that incident as told by thelr parents in
after years. One lady laughingly said that her mother
recalled 2 remark by Seth Bullock on the subject of the
stricken spouset "The Methodist Church could never .
possibly house all of Calamity Janevs so-called ;m‘s;}:e:mds.“4“4
¥hile no one was Interested enough at the time to find out
more asbout this man, they assumed that he wss some imposter
trying to get a few dollars from the Picneers, He did,
and was never seen againglﬁ

Calamity was conveyed in the hearse down Lee Street
and up to ¥t. goriah Cemetery. ©5he was escorted by meny
of the old settlers and the band which alwzys came out
in full dress for such an occasion. The road leading to
the cemetery winds around and up some five hundred feet
above the town. The grade is so sherply steep that
tourists often ask how Deadwood buries its dead there
in the icy winter.

In compliance with her dying request, she was deposited
peside Wild Bill Hickok after & brief ceremony. Of the

14 N
Seth Bullock was the first sheriff of Deadwood, U. S.

marshal, Rough Bider and intimate friend of Theodore
Roosevelt, and one of Deadwoodt!s most outstanding citizens

in the early days.
15 i
Miss Florence Hankin told this story in the public
library one day in Leadwood. ¢he knew no other stories al-
though she gz2id her mother used to tell lots of them when
the children were much younger.
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five pall-bearers one, George o, ﬁopkins, 1s still Bving
in Deadwood, & bazr-tender in a popular tevern. The 014
Pioneers provided a handsome casket and purchesed the
desired burial lot. OSympathetic friends sent masses of
filoral offerings that =211 but concealed the casket.la
The tombstone which today marks her grave 1s 2z gsmall simple
stone slab with the inscription:
CALAMITY JANE
MRS, M. E. BURKE
DIED AUG, 1 1903
AGED 53 YEARS
Something iilke a fable has grown up sround the date of
Calamity Jane's death. It rivals almost any of the stories
about the date of her birth. From the fset that she died
on August 1, 1903, and wild Bill died on August 2, 1878,
some writers insisted that Calamity passed awey on the
anniversary of Wilid Bili's death. Typleal of the stories
giving the date of her death, is one by 0. W. Coursey,
historian and one-time poet laureate of South Dakota:
"By a strange hand of fate, the Judge of the Universe
called her before the bar of omnipotent justice on the same
day of the month, twenty-seven vesrs later, that her
consort Wilg Bill, beside of whom she reguested to be

17
buried, met his death.” Another writer gives the whole

T8
Deadwood Daily pioneer-*imes, August 2 and 8, 1803.
17 ‘ )
Sioux ¥alls (Pouth Dakota) Argus Leader, August 20,
1924,
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2 0falr an even more mystle touch when he says that %she
passed away on August 2, 1906. on the same day and
month and samelgaar ¥Wild Bill was assassinated thirty
years before.®

There 1is no more truth in such stories about the tinme
of her death than in many of the fabricstions which have
been woven around the life of this strange woman. of all
the helf-legendary characters who roasmed the frontier in
+he last quarter of the nineteenth century and whose

exploits have provoked the imagination, one of the meost

amazing was Calamity Jane.

18
Harry "Sam®™ Young, Hard xnocks, p. 2086.
~ Young is historically off three years in the date
af her death.
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EPILOGUE

& COMPILATION OF OPINIONS ABOUT AND ATTITUDES TOWARD
CALAMITY JANE

Generals

In 21l the existing material written about Calamity
Jane there is a remarkable hesitation to condemn her, in
spite of the fact thst her sexual irregularities snd
drunken escapades were prodiglous and well-known. The
material includes the memolrs of & lady of unimpeachable
character, as well as those of a renowned madame, and
accounts by Journalists, historians, a government official
of long service, and a number of piloneers who knew Calamity
Jane. ¥et in gll this array of accounts there is little of
protest or indignation about her uproarious activities,
particularly during the early years of her career when she
and a few prostitutes were the only women in the regilon.

& few, however, criticized Cslamity for her riotous
eonduct and attacked those who defended her. In & letter
to the Deadwood Chamgion in 1877 one indignant Deadwood
citizen bitterly upbraided that newspaper!s editor for
attempting to dignify Calamity as a frontier heroine.

The letter had little effect upon the editor, apparently,

for three months later he was hailing his heroine as



fheginning to take front rank amongst the Few famous
ladies in the égiaeg?'ﬁills.”l

& generstion later attitudes were changing with the
movement of wives and families to the Black Hills and the
shift of the frontier westward. TFormer boom-towns were
teking on an alr of respectability ss the century drew %o
a close. To a few old-timers Galamity Jane may have
epitomized "the good old days,” but to stsid newcomers who
demanded peace and guiet, she was becoming 2 nuisance,
when the Black pills Daily Times brought out a laudatory
editorial about Calsmity upon her return to Deadwood,
outraged ciltizens wrote indignantly to the editor. The
newspaper rescted guickly to this popular pressure, and

atoned for its indiscretion by referring to Calamity as

g

%a notorious ruin.?

¥ost of the writers who have dealt with Calamity Jane
have written long after the fact, and few have given preclse
indications of their sources, DBut there is usually a vague
evidence that contacts were made with people who had

known her or known of her. Thus the vast veriety of stories

1
Deadwood (South Daskota) Champion, December 2, 1877.
2

Black Hills (Deadwood, South Dskota) Daily Times,
November 14, 1895,
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and opinions about her, although difficult to assay
for fact, at least adds up to a report of a general
attitude toward her, There are some ringing denuncls-
tions of her behavior, but few that show evidence of
reflecting contemporary opinion. In the case of those
writers who actually knew her, there iz an even greater
tendency to point out her rough virtues as outwelghing
her obvious vices,

Cezlamity Jane's violent personality certsinly con~
tained some characteristics that enéeareﬁ her to the
rough and ready companions of the early boom days. Her
spasmodic generoslty; her brusque, rough sympsthy for
the underdcg; her fallure to be impressed with riches,
fine clothss or Fsociety;™ her lack of pretense or
affectation of virtue; her complete rejection of simper-
ing femininity; such asttributes were esteemed on the
frontier. ©She was a symbol of rough virtue--hardlness
with s hesrt of gold and 2 lively sense of humor. She
completely ignored high society's condemnation of un-
conventional frontier ways. Few who were anywhere near the
scene of her activities were in the least deceived about
her status as s kind of eccentric prostitute. HNcwhere in
the record 1s there approval of her aberrations but there

ig much support for the view that her virtues outweighed

ner vices.



The following sections of this chapter will deal with
the sttitudes which lay behind the hesitation to condemn
her and will attempt to establish her relation to frontier
soclety as a person and as a legend. There wlll be 1little
emphasis on the zuthenticity of the vsrious sources, since
in most cases the evidence is vague, and since the material
is being considered es a record cof opinion, rather than for
its value as historiesl evidence,

Heart-of-gold-vindicstion:

¥Most of the many commentsators who have good words to
say for Calamity tske the attitude that under her rough
exterior was a "heart of gold® which led her to many good
deeds that more than outweighed her scandélous conduct.,
Frou the point of view of her early rough-living compan-
ions, this might have served as a Justification for them-
selves, and a general vindication for the outcast status
of frontier soclety in some qusrters. The same attitude,
however; shows up elsewhere.

For instance, in the book called ¥cGillycuddy Agent,

Julia HceGillycuddy, second wife of a physician and
topographer who said he knew Calamity Jane in 1875, records
her husband®s views in a book or his life which he dictsted.
Mchillycuddy after this period was a government offieial
for many years, snd would be expected to represent a

typical bourgeols point of view. Nevertheless, as he tells



the story according to his second wife's reporting it,
he and his first wife were completely aware of Calamity
Janets whoring, drunkenness, and genersal scandalous
behavior, but knew no one who cered to condemn her,
McGillycuddy recounts seeing Calamity Jane's drunken
offer to care for s boy stricken with smallpox after the
return of General Crook's starved army in 1876, and his
wife reports hls reaction to it as follows:

Then the Doctor recalled incidents of his former
acquaintance with Calamity. He spoke of her kind-
ness Lo anyone in trouble, as well ss her utter
recklessness and lack of morals, expressing his
opinion that there was much more real feeling in
the hearts of the average rough humsn beings of
the West than in those of more cultured centers.3d

In a letter written in 1824 to the editor of the Rapld City
dJourpal, McGillycuddy showed the same attitude:

Jane was a healthy girl of an sffectionate
disposition, =nd naturally had many husbands,
license shops and preschers being scarce in
those days, she would select a new one when
cccasion made 1t desirable or necessity required.
the was not immoral, she was unmoral, she lived
in accordance with the light given her, and the
conditions and the times.4

Those teo quotations indicate a consistent opinion of

3
Julia B. MeGillyeuddy, McGillvcuddy Agent, pp. 72-73.
4
In a letter from McGillyecuddy to the editor of the
Rapid Yity (Pouth Dakota) Journal dated October 1, 1924
on file at the South Dakota Historial Soeclety Library
(?ierre)‘
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Calamity Jane's character from the ssme man. The book was
published in 1941, three years after McYillycuddy's death
and seventeen years after the letter to the Journal. He
had had plenty of time to reconstruct his view or forget
the past as 1t really wes. Yet, he held to his earlier
attitude.

Miss Estelline Bennett, a most highly esteemed Deadwood
citizen, would be expected to reflect s conventional point
of view. When a youngster she looked upon Calsmity Jene
&g something like Alice in Wonderland or Joan of Arc. That
childish view would be of little importence if it did not
surely reflect adult attitudes, in all likelihood somewhat
tempered for chlldren's easrs. Mzny years later when writ-

Ry

ing her book, 01ld Desdwood Days, Miss Bemmett still spoke

respectfully of Calamity Jane.

Her father and uncle, Judge Bennett snd Genersl Dawson,
both regorded Calamity as & prostitute, but still they had
good words for her character, generosity snd charity. 1In
fact, it was the general who introduced his ?1ece to
Calamity on the streets of Deadwood in 1895.

Brown and ¥illard, presumsbly reflecting the opinions

of old-timers, many of whom were sround when their book was

written, summarize the general attitude as follows:

2

[ . -~
kstelline Bennett, 014 Deadwood Yays, p. 220.



She was a strange mixture of the wild, untamed
charscter of the pleins and moutain trails,

and generous kindly womanhood. But under the
rough exterior there beat a heart so big and
friendly as to be withoubt measure. Brave,
energetic, unfettered, kind, always on the line
of action, with helping hand ever turned to the
poor and wnfortunate, the personslity of Calamity
Jane became indelibly stamped upon the mindg of
the pioneers, 8

Frackelton tells of an ¢ld mule-skinner, who had what
the aubhor deseribes as a "confused attitude” toward
Calsmity. He speaks of a family feeling between the people
who shared the frontierts rough unconventionslity, and a
feeling of disloyalty in speasking 111 of such z one.

I worked wilth Jane on three freight trips with

a bull string. ©he took her place &s any aan

would, and did her share of the work with the

best of them. But when night came, if any of

the boys wanted to go to the brush, she was

always willin' to pull off a pants leg.

Then the old mule skinner paused and sald reflectively,

"Doc, Just forget I said that. Jane was a perfect angel

sent from hesven when any of the boys was sick, znd gave
7

them a mother's care till they got well.®

Captaln Jack Crawford, who was chief of U, 5. Army
scouts in Calamityts time, ststes definitely that she was

never & scout, stagedriver, cr express messenger, a3 che

é;’;
Jessie Brown and A. M. Willard, The Black Hills
Treils, p. 417.

%11l Frsckelton, Sagebrush Dentist, p. 185.
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clsimed in her Zutoblogrephy. But he adds, "It is to her

credit that she did retain o kind generous heart, even
while following in thg footsteps of her dissolute fasther
and careless mother.® /

Otero, former governor of New Mexico, who probsbly had
only hearsay knowledge of Calamity Jane slthcugh ke claims
to have seen her personally, gives her the same reputstion;
"She was typical of those ;nfeitunaﬁe wvomen of the frontier
in her charity, and willinggess to spend their last dellar
to ald anyone in distress.®

In 1895, on her return to Deadwood after an sbsence of

sixteen years, the Black Hills Deily Times gzve her =

hearty welcome and the following review of her repvotztion:

She did not wait for an introduction, but reached
out her hand for a friendly grasp and was glad to
see us., This is her disposition. She has always
beernn known for her friendliness, generosity, and
happy cordiesl manner. It didn't mstter to her
whether & person was riech or poor, white or black,
or what their clrcumstances were, Calamity Jsne
was just the same to ail. Her purse was slways
open to help a hungry fellow, znd she was one of
the first to proffTer her help in cases of sickness,
accidents, or sny dlstress.lO

Wilstach, who in genersl wss most eager to discount all

3
Rapid City {(South Dakota) Journal, no date on clipping
in files South Dekots Historical Society Library. Con-
text tells that it must have been a few weeks after
Calamity Jane's death, August 1, 1803,
9
Miguel Oterc, My Life on the Frontier, p. 22,
10

Black Hills Daily Times, October 5, 1895,




147

talk of her romance with his hero, Wild Bill Hickok, never-

theless admits that ®"she lived a hard and vicious life, yet
11

she had a most kind and generous heart.®

D. Dee, pseudonym for a famous madame at Belle Fourche
and Rapid City, South Dakota, who knew Calamity Jane, ex-
plains in her discreet memoirs what Janets status was in the
frontier community. She puts it gently, perhaps aware that
it was absurd that she should feel called upon to apologize
for one whose eécapades exceeded those of her own employees
only in the publicity they recelved;

As an old-timer said, "Jsne had a very affectionste

nature.” There were very few preachers zround to

bother, so whenever she got tired of one man she

soon selected a2 new cne. Bul deeds, not morals,

were needed in those days, and many can testify

to the many good deeds she did.1?2

George Hoshier was an old friend of Calamity Jane. In
reminiscing about her and her friends, Mesdame Moustache

and Stem-Winder, femele csrd-dealers, he was guoted as

follows:

Those were all good-natured, kind women. Of

course none of them would jump out like Cslamity.
She was always there first, It didn't make any
difference what was the matter with a person,

1f Calamity could help them she would. GShe wsas

the girl who went to Elizsbethtown, here in
Deadwood, and took care of a man. He was a stranger
to her, and had the smallpox., KNobody else would

11

Frank J. Wilstach, Wild Bill Hickok, p. 263.
ig

D. Dee, Low Down on Celamity Jesne, p. 8.
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go near him, and she went and took care of him and

brought him through all right. ©She was a fine nurse.

In the collections of materisl compiled by the South

Dakots Department of History there is a summary of the
characteristics that established the legendary Calamity
Jane, as well ss the real person, in the affectiocns of

many early settlers:

One of the best known characters who was con-
spicuous 1in the early history of the Hills was
& woman known fer and wide ss Calamity Jane.
She was a series of paradoxes. She was three
persons in one. She was a type of the Hills,
she was three types in one. The first was

that of a common casmp follower, lewd, disgust-
ing--a menace to gociety. GOhe also represented
another type of the carefree, independent and
unruly character that haunted the border. She
was a reckless horsewoman, a crack shot, fear-
less and adventurous, never known to abandon a
friend in = fight. §She loved the wild free
life of the West; she hated the conventions of
fine society. 8he was s tomboy frontiersman.
In one respect she represented a distinect type
of the early setiler for she had much of the
milk of human kindness in her nature, Her deeds
of charity and benevolence have therefore
rescued her from oblivion and the odium that
the world is wont to heap upon women that succumb

to her vices.l4

Calamity Jane 23 2 symbol of the good old days:

Although it does not match the great chorus of

opinions which holds that Calamity's rough frontier

virtues outwelghed her vices, there is still a numerous

Great Faells (Montana) Lesder, July 16, 1306,
4
Dept. of History Collections, South Dakota, 1926,

Vol. XIII, p. 35,

13



group of comments which attempts to make her represent
something specisl which only ocld-timers could understand
and which could not be apprecisted in a later day of
vanishing virility. 8he became & symbol of the nostalgia
of an exclusive group who shared the knowledge of the
speeial circumstances of boomtown barbarity asnd wide-open
generosity.

Teddy Blue, who knew her in Miles City's hey-day,
said in an interviews "I've been on the plaing for fifty- |
elght years, and I've never heard an old-timer thst knew
her, but what spoke well of her.“l5

After Cglamity Janets confinement in the Bozeman poor
house, the Anaconds Standard takes the same tone, with
added editorial p@mgesitf. sLike the buffalo and the
distinetive characteristics of the plains and mountains,
she is a patheti¢ reminder of the wvanlishing glory of the
0ld pioneer days and the free and essy life of the
bardar.“l6

Estelline Bennett sensed the same feeling in a group
which assembled to meet Cazlamity when she returned to
Deadwood in 1895:

But even before 1 had time to be disappointed,
I sensed something sbout her that had assembled

15
Teddy Blue, "When I First Met Calamity Jane,¥
1928-1929, in a collectlon of stories compiled by I. D.
O'Donnell on file at Billings, Montang Public Library.

18
Loo1 Standard (Butte, Montanas), February 23,
901,
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this group of the best ploneers to welcome her
back to peadwood. It was the most representative
that the town could have assembled. ¥any among
them were pioneers of 176, who in some way or
other had known Calamity Jane in those early days.
A few of them had come in a year or two later
always regretting that thelr youth or some other
trivial but insurmountable obstacle had held

them baek from the first dynamic rush %nto &

life that never could be regeatad....l

Later Miss Rennett says, "More than anyone else who lived
into the twentieth century, Calamity Jane was symbolic of
old Deadwood. Her viritues were of the endearing sort.
Her vices were the wide-opern sins efla wide-open country--
8

the sort that never carried a hurt.®

Just after Calamity!s death, the Avant Courier of
Bozeman; ¥ontana, where she had been in the poorhouse,
gquotes Buffalo Bill to the same effect. It has long
been suspected thet some things this renowned character
wrote were more to enhance his own prestige than to
record fact. An excerpt, however, will illustrate the
tones

Only the old days could have produceéd her.

She belongs to a time and a class that are

fast dissppearing....Calamity had nearly

all the rough virtues of the old West as

well as many of the vices....She was one of

the frontier types and she has all the merits

and most of thelr faults. There is no
frontler any more and never will be again,

17
Estelline Rennett, pp. 221-222.
i8

Ibid., p. 225.



and that is why we like to look back, and

why the few that remain of the old-timers

we marehed with and fought with have a

warm place in our affegtian, whatever or

wherever they may be.t

A far-fetched but interesting variant of this
attitude toward Calamity as "one of us? appeared in the
Fergus County Argus of Livingston, ¥ontana, October 2,
1901, when Calamity's fortune bad reached a very low
level: #Calamity may not be pogsessed of gll the
feminine graces but she is & better citizen than Emma
Goldman any day in the week.™

Calsmity's rejection of society, preference for the

frontier:

There are frequent comments tc urge that Calanmity

Jane could act the lady when she wished or that she re-
jected soecial luxuries for the open honest life of the
frontier:

Mokler in his History of Natrona County reports that
"zome people say that Calamity had a wealth of knowledge
and was familisr with the best of the social graces, and
was as much at home in a fine parlor as she was on the
ranga.”ge #his author expresses grave doubts about this
opinion, wuit records 1its presence,

19
Avant Courier (Bozeman, Montana), August 7, 1903,

20
Alfred James Mokler, History of Natrona County,

Wyoming, 1888-1928, p. 434.
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Brown and Willard discovered the same attitude toward
her upon return from an exhibition in the East:

Once a kind-hearted woman of wealth sought to

lure her out of the slough and took her back to

Buffalce, but the lure of the hills was too

strong and Jane soon bade farewell to the stiff

and conventional life of the East, and hastened

back to the big hearted westerners.2l

Ihe same reaction was recorded by Connelley in his
report of a visit she made to her old home in Missourl:

She asked for leave to revisit her old home in

Missouri. It was granted but the visit was &

great disappointment to Jane., Calamity and the

women of the stagnant little Missouri town hsad

nothing in common. They regarded her as a

curiosity, and ggre repelled by her uncouth and

masculine ways.
There i3 little reason to take much stock in this tale.
It is not mentioned by any other writer, nor is it
possible to imagine from vhom Calamity ssked leave., Its
significance, llke that of many other quotations in this
chapter, is merely to show the characteristics out of
which the frontiersman fabricated a heroine.

Several writers mention a marriage of Calamlty Jane

25

to a man named White in 1866. ¥nite was supposed to

have become wealthy asnd taken Calamity to Denver where

21

Jesste Brown and 4. M. ¥illard, p. 417.
22

William Elsey Comnelley, Wild Bill and His Era, p. 189.
28

Estelline Bennett, p. 240; Jessie Brown and a. M.
Willard, p. 418; Robert J. Casey, The Black Hills and
Theilr Incredible Characters, p. 177,
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she was rigged out in fine elothes, free to enjoy the
luzuries of civilization. It is always contended that
she soon tired of this, threw the husband over and came
back to nlittle old Deadwood,®

Percy Russell, an old-timer who knew Calamity de-
scribes her marriage to White as follows:

White sold out his property and became guite
wealthy. He decided to quit the wllderness.
He dressed his wife in the finest clothing

to be had and departed to Denver. A few days
of the fancy apparel and classy hotels was
sufficient for the wild, untamed spirit of
Martha Jane, and she made her escape.

Frackelton presents a similar evidence of this attitude,
A man who knew Calamity told this dentist-author:

That's Calamity! When she wants to be &
lady she's as good as any of them. But let
her go into a saloon, or a gambling jJjoint
and shefll outswear any man in the place.<5

Brown and Willard record the ssme view:

She could swear like a trooper, drink like a
sailor, snd rough it with the roughest. Yet
when sober, she could do the part of & real
lady, and st all times was very fond of
children, in whoge presence she was watchful
of her conduct,

George Hoshier, an old-timer of Veadwood, did not go

so far as to insist upon Janets ladylike behavior, but he

24
Percy Russell, "Calamity Jane as Remembered by Percy
Russe; an unpublished story in possession of Mr. Russell.

will Frackelton, p. 124.
26
Jessie Prown and A. M. Willard, p. 417.
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reflected the same féeling about her preference for the
Black Hills, "But she'd no sooner get settled somewhere
than she'd hear the wind in the pine trees, and see the
lights in the gay old streets of little old Deadwood, and
remember the boys and all, snd shetfd ccme back,ﬂg?

The-pity-of-it c@@g@ntgf

Hany of the writers about “alamity Jane take the
attitude that the woman was the victim of circumstances
or of an unfortunste childhocd. A smattering of examples
will 11llustrate this viewpoint.

An artiecle published in the Litersry Vigest in 1925,
statess:
¥hile brave and kind, her moral side left much
that was to be destred. 'If Calamity Jane was
to & certvain extent s social outcast, 1t was
not entirely her fault. As one of the old

gatern ballads so admirably states the
philosophy of the day:

- m .

The trail to the great mystic reglon

Is narrow and dim so they say.

¥hile the cne that leads to perdition
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