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CHAPTER I
THE PROBLEM

Most teachers have almost certalnly enjoyed, at times
in thelr careers, encountering a fine intelligence concealed
in an unlikely looking head. Perhaps the owner of the head
was 1In process of growing up In a shack, on a sagebrush flat,
far from “advantages.” The teacher, after such a discovery,
might have been prompted to make a note on a permanent record
card-~"this 18 a very smart child"-~if his school kept perma- |
nent records. In a city school, the natural course of event)
would introduce the chlld to tests which would yleld further
evidence of his ability. The interest of teachers in child~-
ren of exceptional talent has led to many investigations of
thelr kind, including this very limlted study of some bright
students of the high school in a small town,

Another circumstance helped set this study on its
course. Ciltizens have been known to doubt the wellwrounded
character of children showing high scholastic abllity. The
brighter the student, the more dismal grows the doubt, so 1t
geems. "Tell me, teacher, why these A students don't make
good.”™ "“Wouldn't you rather have your child just normal than
so smart that he is a put?" Speaking of this time-honored
attitude toward the brilliant, often amounting to a supersti-s
tion, Paul Witty sayst

5 B
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Even foday afi unfortunate attitude pérsists to sone
extent, although the spread of knowledge concerning the
actual nature of suparlor children 1s gradually changing
the stereotyped concept. However, very.few schools make
adequate provision for gifted children,l
Leta 8. Hollingworth was so aware of the emotional rejectilon
of wvery highly intelligent young people, even by business
men and educators, that she felt 1t to be "often a disser~
vice" to a boy or girl tc mention the I. Q. in any sort of
recomnendation. She found that the chlld had a better
chance of being accepted i1f she stated other, more under-
standable qualifications.?
Paul Witty's remark, quoted above, that few schools
do enough for thelr gifted students, naturally turns the
thoughts of an Interested person toward his own schooli and

the 1dea 1z another reason for this study.

Purpose of the Btudy

This study had the following aims:s (1) to £ind who
were the students ranking near the top of each class (194
195%) 4in scholarshipj (2) to discover others of comparable
ability, if there were others, in those classes; (3) to
learn whether there were any gifted students in those classosy

lpaul witty, "Educational Provision for Gifted Child-
ren." School and Soclety 76:177-813 September 20, 1952.
P. 177.

ZMipiam C, Pritchard, "The Contribution of Leta S.
Hollingworth to the Study of Gifted Children.® :%g‘g;;zgg
Child, Pauvl Witty, Editor. The American Assoclation for
Gifted Children. Bostont D. C. Heath and Company, 1951.
Chapter &, P. 77.
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(4) to learn something of the backgrounds which produced all,
of these able studentss (5) to find out what they had done
since leaving high school; (6) to learn their views on the
adequacy of their high school educatlon, and what the defi-
ciendes were, i1f there were any; {(7) and to examine the
vhole pleture presented by these young men and women, and
each individual picture, to see whether there were any sug-
gestions which might be wvaluable in improving the high
school program of studles and activitiles,

Detinition of Terms Used

"Exceptional talent,® in this study, meant abllity in-
dicated by outstanding scholastiec achievement, or by school
records of intelligence which would place a child in the top .
ten per cent of the school population.

The study adopted Hollingworth'!s interpretation of thg
term *gifted,™ which designated those possessing I. Q. 130
or above,3 but kept in mind Hollingworth's desire that the
term be broadened to include other talented children besidesp
the highest one per cent in mental ability.*

imit ng of
The study was concerned with the high school classes
graduated during the years from 1944 through 1955. The only
school records examined In Hardin pertained to those classes

3Miriam C. Pritchard, op. cit., p. 51.
lfI_biépg D 80~81,
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but, since the class of 1944 had entered the first grade In

1932, they carried the inquiry b%ﬁk twenty-threes years in
school. It actually went back a little farther.

Although the physical backéroun@ of the Investigation
was prineipslly the senior high échool at Hardin, 1% went
rather far afleld, because 1t wa% concerned with individu-
als, some of whom had left Mbntaéa and were widely scattered
at the time the study began. cofleges in other states sent
data on some of the students, and questlonnalres traveled
as far as Hawall. i

All except one or two members of the group under Iin-
vestigation were graduates of Hardin High School, chosen
mainly because of high grades, although results of Intellie
gance and achlevement tests, age at graduatlon, teacherst
recommandations, school leadership, and subsequent accom-
plishments were taken into consilderation,

Since the community was considered to be an influence
on the development of the individuals studied, Big Horn
County and the town of Hardln were examined dbriefly.

Importance of the Study

The 1dea of the study is of wide importance~-the ldea,
that 1s, that any school should want to know how well 1t 1is
serving i1ts talented students and what becomes of these boyg
and girls out in the world.

The fate of talented chilldren i1s certainly important
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nation. Authorities on gifted children say that they are
generally well adjusted and well behaved, but that a highly
intelligent child can be warped by unwise treatment. Braing
are not an absolute guarantee against bad behavior.? Then,

too, & child of 160 I, Q. or higher is likely toc suffer so=-
clally, since his Iinterests are more adult than those of his
age groupj 1%t 1s sometimes hard for him to £ind a place in
the world of people, and he needs help which often he does
not receive.6 Robert M, Hutching has been quoted as sayling
that in another Lifty years man willl be able to destroy the
world.? %ho will attempt such destruction? If the attempt
is ever made, might not 1ts author be some warped genlus?
The world, working fasgt to save itself, must look for aid to
its most Intelligent people, and especlally to those who,
through education, have become most aware of the forces
which seek dominance over our timss.

Taowing who 1ts ablest students are is the schoolls
first step in educating leaders for the future of community
and natlon. The discovery and training of leaders is Just

SArno Jewett, J., Dan Hull,and Others, Teachine Rapid

and Slow ngzgfxg ﬁgngglgs the status of Adaptationg
in Junior, Senior, and egular High Schools Enrollling More
Than 300 Pupils. Office of Education Bulletin 1954, No. 5.
Washington: U, 8. Government Printing Office,

Gﬂarvay Zorbaugh, Rhea Kay Beardman, and Peul Sheldon,
A8ome Observations of Highly Gifted Children," The Gifted
Child, on. glt. Chapter 5. P, 92.

7Douglas E. Scates, "On Our Research the Answers Hinge,™
The : Naléa Faoreom 20:390.23 . Dosanher ;nl*&‘ P, o0,
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as Important In Hardin, Montana, as it is anywhere else, for

naticonal leaders do not always come from great clties. Here
are the words of Jamea B. Conant:

In many high schools, the potentlial »rofessional
talent suffers the mos% from the present inadequacies.
I wisgh some organization identified in the publiec mind
with concern for all American youth would take some
dramatic action to demonsimate a vigorous Iinterest in
the gifted boy or giri. Thilis would serve a3 an encour—
agement to gll teachers., The school would be stlimu-
Jated in a direction which in some quarters has been
rather spurned a2s being undemocratic and old-fasghioned.
A Rational Commlission for the Identification of Talented
Youth has been suggested by one group of educators; the
sponscring of thils by publie administratorg and teachers
would ba the sort of thing I have in mind.

Frilends of young people are naturally hopeful that
happinese and satlisfaction In the 1life's work will result
from education., These wellemeanlng people should note that
high pentality is not necessarily a guarantee of success In
Just any field into which the boy or girl might be tossed by
chance. Dorothy Canfleld Fisher, in her book Our Young
Pollka, tells of an experiment performed by a "psychologiceal
speclalist,® M. R. Trabue, to discover qualities in vhich
successful saleswomen differ from unsuccessful. She sayst

A group of research psychologists gave extensive interw

views and objective examinations to tne saleswomen in a
typical low-priced department store. The officials of
the store made avallable the sales record of each of
these saleswomen. » « « Judgmentsg were also obtalned
from floorwalkers and personnel managers regarding thelr
relative success,. «

Other things belng equal, high academic intelligence

(I. Q.) may be something of a handicap to efficiency in
selling goods over the counter. In gixteen different

8rames Bryant Conant, *Educaticn in an Armed Truce, %
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departments, the best and the pocrest saleswomen were
both high school graduastes. In only two departments,
however, were the Intelllgence-~test scores of the best
saleswomen (in terms of galesg efficiency) hizher than
the average scores of the poorest saleswomen, In other
words, success in selling in that store was more likely
to be found among the women who possessed less of the
academic capaclty measured by I. 3, tests, although
practically 2l had graduated from high gchool and must
therefore have had average intelllgerice.
The same iInvestigators then carried on the experinent In a
store selling higher class goods, and one result was that a
young woman of high I. Q. proved to be the best saleswoman,
This was a development sufficiently startling to reguire fur-
ther study. The woman of the high I. Q. was found to be more
of a teacher than a saleswoman. Ehe was in the fancy goods
department, where her job was to teach knltting, crocheting,
and needlework.l0 The point is the importance of identify-
ing superlor intellects to save them from enslavement in dull
a obhs,
Educators and psychologists who have taken a special
Interest in talented children have something to gay about re-
tardation and the waste 1t causes. Ruth Strang says:

Undevelopred talent is expensive to societys it re-
presents a lost contribution.

from his bock Education in a D! ggm, Harvard Univer-
sity Press. Atlantic lonthly 182:48-523 October 1948. p.5l.

PDorothy Canfleld Fisher, Qur % Folkg. New Yorks
Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1%4%3. p. 7

1O0rpsa.

11Ruth Strang, "Mental Hyglene of Gifted Children,"
Ihe Qifted Child, op. cilt., Chapter 7. p. 13l.
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E. L. Thorndike, making the point that a child of 150 I. Q.
can master a trade as well as general education in high

school, sayss

We want them to progress rapldly to thelr life work,
80 that they can do more of it, and can afford soon to
get married and produce chlldren. . . « We do not want
them to spend school days in ornamenting thelr minds
with strings of cultural beads or'sciaggific diadens
unless they especially enjoy dolng so.

Terman and Oden says

Because he 18 usually able to accomplish the ordinary
school tasks without serious effort, the gifted chilad
runs the risk of developlng hablts of intellectual
slackness. He may come to take a certain pride in get-
ting his lessons quickly or in makifg plausible recita-
tions without adequate preparation.

Terman and Oden also state:

Educationally, the average gifted child 1s acceler-
ated in grade placement about 14 per cent of his age,
but a three-hour achievement test of subjects in grades
2 to 8 showed that in mastery of the school curriculunm
he 1s accelerated about 44+ per cent of his age. The
net result ig that the average gifted child is held
back two or three full grades below the }Eyel which he
has already attained in school subjects.

'The question of acceleration 1s important, too.
Weter theadvantages are greater than the disadvantages, in
advancing exceptionally talented children, is a matter on
which there is disagreement among educators.t?

12g, ., Thorndike, "Gifted Children in Small Cities,"
Teachers Collere Record 42:1420-27; February 1941. p. 422,

13 M . n, * st
gtudiesﬁrf‘e'é’ﬁg H101e5ma" 8RS HPHLLS Hre08%M0p T00s o0 20 er
« P °
1%1p14,

151v1a., p. 42,
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The present study aimed to contribute facts to show
the high s chool achievements of Hardin High School's best
students and to answer the question "What becomes of them?"
The answer to that gquestion, given in the study, is impor-
tant 4o the school.

of t u

A group to be studled was first chosen. The originsal
objective of the study was to identify the high schoolts
gifted students of the last twelve classes; but the first
careful survey of the records changed that goal, because they
ghowed that not enough intelligence tests had been given. An
individual intelligence test or two group intelligence tests
are the wvery minimum proof to be used in arriving at an I. Q%s
Ne individual I. Q. test had ever been recorded. No student
had ever had more than one group lntelligence test, and most
of them had had none. The changed plan thpn was to start
with the complete school histories, taken ffom the permanent
records, of the thirty-six boys and girls who had attained
the three top places of honor, scholastically, In each of the
twelve graduating classes. That restricted list, though, 4iqd
not iInclude some situdents whose group intelligence scores
were among the highest shown, nor did it include others who
had done well on achievement tests and stilll others who,

while carrying staggering loads of activities, had malntained

16J. J« Munro, lectures Iin Educatlon 148. Missoula,
Montana: Montana State University; June 17, 25, 195%.
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good grades. When these outcasts had been welcomed back,
the list numbered sixty~-six. The general rule had been to
include a student whose record, if it did not show very high
grades in secondary school, did show at least two other evi-
dences of unusual ability. Group intelligence test scores,
high achlevement test scores, high elementary and Junior
high school grades, teachers' ratings, school leadership, an
age of seventeen or younger at graduation, and accomplishe
ments since graduation were all acceptable evidences of un~
usual ability.

Undoubtedly the list is imperfsesct. The 1lncompleteness
of the school records iz shown by some notes made on 110 al-
phabetically conserutive record cards when the study wes in
progress. Kinds of Informatlon given and the numbers of
cards, of the total 110, showing such information waere as
follows: high school grades, 1103 complete grades before
high school, 14; junior high grades, 773 at least one test,
achievement or group intelligence, 99; some health record,
all before junior high, 423 any record of activities, 8;
appralsal of personal qualitles, 213 news of the student
after high school (college, army, job, etec.), 133 other
comments of teachers, 183 photographs, 19. Greatest reli-
ance was placed on high school grades, bacause those vere
complete foxr every graduate, with class rank given.

The second major step in the study was the prepara-

tion of the questionnaire, a copy of which was sent to each
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member of the group. A persohal letter (not a form letter)
accompanied each bulky questionnaire, further explaining the
purpose ©f the study, and telling the reasons for the inclu-
sion of that particular person in it--especlally in cases
vhere such inclusion might have seemed 1nsincere; when grades
were taken into account. Returning questionnalres were often
accompanied by persbnal notes and, in at least one case, by
rhotographs of the youngest generation. A volume of guite
unplanned correspondence ensued.

The questionnaire was degigned to reveal heredlty dback
%o the grandparentsg, It asked for an outline of each gradu-
ates life history, wlth school, and especially high school,
enphaglzed. The blographical information was in four parts:
(1) childhood; preschool and elementary yearsi (2) middle
grades and junior high schools (3) high schoolj and (4) aftexr
high school. The questionnaire asked polintedly for criticism
and suggestions in the high school area. EKnown tralts of
gifted and exceptionally talented children had an influence
on the cholce of questions,

The third step was letiers to ¢olleges asking for re-
¢ords of Hardin High's graduates, whenever 1t was known what
college had been attended. The high school records rarely
gave such information,

The fourth step, lnterviews, was a minor onej there

were some interviews with parents and former teachers, but

not many.
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The f£1fth step, a brief study of Hardln and Big Horn
County, was taken to acquire a plcture of the common home
of all the young people in the group studied.

The sixth step was the use of data (1) to describe thi
community which was the background of the graduates! high
school years, (2) to eompose a poriralt of each graduate
from the bits of history contained in the questionnalre and
in the school records, and (3) to tabulate traits and pointp
of viev.

The last step was the appraisal of the study's results
and recommendations for the future of Hardlin High 8chool, a3
far as the requirements of boys and girls like those in this

study are concerned.
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CHAPIER I1I
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

Lewis M. Terman set out in 1904 to investigate the
traits of mentally superior children. He was impelled by a
susplecion of philesophy then current tending to minimize the
precocious.l Many years later, in 1921, a grant from the
Commonwealth Fund to Stanford Uniliverslity made possible the
twenty-five year study on which Terman and others reported
from time to time, until now the history of the whole experi-
ment and 1ts outcomes is to be found in a four volume work.2
During the years of this experiment, the Revised Stanford-
Binet test of imklllgence was developed.3 The problem of
the study was to Investlgate the degree of constaney of
measurable chlldhood tralts and the factors responsible for
such changes as might be found in educatlional achievement,
personality, soclal adjustment, and tested abilitles. "It
was lack of informatlion that had made thils reglion the dark-
est Africa of education," said Terman.l

llewis M. Terman and Melita S. Oden, Genetic Studies
of Genius. W Vols. Stanford, California: Stanford Univer-

ait{ Press, 1925-19%8., Vol. IV, The Gifted Child Grows Un,
p. -

2Lewls M, Terman and Melita 8. Oden, Genatic Stndies
of CGenlus, op. cit.

3Ibid-’ Vol. IV, p. 6.
".Ibido’ De .
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At the first Walter Van Dyke Bingham lecture at the
University of California, 1954, Dr. Terman summarized his

works

My dream was reallized in the spring of 1921 when I ob-
talned a generous grant from the Commonwealth Fund of
Few York Clty for the purpcse of locating a thousand subw
Jccts of I 14%C or higher. More than that number wers
selected by Stanford-Binet tests from the kindergaren
through the eighth grade, and a group mentzl test in 95
high schocls provided nearly 4CO additional subjects.

The latter, plus those I had located before 1921, brought
the number c¢lose t0 1500, The average IQ was approxi-
- mately 150, and 80 were 170 or higher (13).

The twofold purpose of the project was, first of all
to find what traits characterize children of high IQ and,
secondly, to follow them for as many years as possible to
sge what kind of adults they might becoiids » o =«

The more important results, however, can ve stated
briefly: Children of IQ 140 or higher are, in general,
apprecliadbly superior to unselected chlldédren 1n physlque,
health, and scclial adjustmenti markedly superior in
moral attitudes as measured elther by character tests or
by trait ratingsz and vastly superior in thelr mastery
of school subjects as shown by a three-hour battery of
achievement tests. 1In fact, the typlical child of the
group had mastered the school subjects to a point about
two grades beyond the one in which he was enrolled, some
of them three or four grades beyond. Moreover, the
gifted child’s abllity am evidenced by achievement in
the different school subjects was 80 general as to re-
fute completely the traditional bhelief that gifted
chlldren are usually one-zided.

The work of Terman and his associates inspired other
psychologlists and educators to study and write about mentally
superior children. Likewlse, the work of Leta 8. Holling-
worth had far~reaching influence. She was a psychologist

sLewia M. Terman, "The Discovery and Encouragement of
Exceptional Talent.® Bervice ook No. 1%, Yonkersge
on~Hudson, New York: World Boock Company, n.d. Reprinted,

slightly abridged, from Ihe American Psychologlsg Vol. 9,
No. 6’ 199"’. P ig 2.
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and teacher at Teachers College, Columbla University, when
her interest in the gifted was aroused by the unexpected disg-
covary that a small boy wvhom ghe was testing had an I. Q. of
187. She abandoned her work on mentally deficlent children
and devoted herself, for the rest of her life, to the super-
ior. She was deeply concerned about finding a Y“proper edu-
cation" for them, a matter which she discussed in her book
Gifted Childrens Thelr Nature and Nurture.b 1In another
book, Speeial Talents and Defecis,’ Hollingworth presented
her views regarding the significance to education of spe-
clal aptitudes among children. &he "admits the exploratory
nature of the data and deductions drawn.® She thought that
rarely there might be "complete discrepancy in rank between
performance in one task and performance In other tasks,
with equal training.® Other works of Hollingworth, and of
Terman, are included in the forty-six page annotated bibli-
ograrhy? compiled by Elise H. Martens for the book The
Gifted Child, a publlication of the American Associatlion for
Gifted Children.,

6Leta S. Hollingworth, Gifted Children: Their Nature
and Nurture. HNHew York: The Macmillan Company, 1926.

7Leta S. Hollingworth, Speeial Ialents and Defects.
New York: The Macmillan Company, 1923.

8E11se H. Martens, “Armmotated Bibliography on Gifted
Children.® Theg Gifted Child, Paul Witty, Editor. The Am-
erican Association for Gifted Children. Boston: D. C.

Heath and Company, 1951. Chapter 15. p. 280.
%1bid., p. 277-323.
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Al though Hollingworth, in choosing children for her
apecial elementary ¢lasses, usually required an I. Q. of
130}0 and Terran based his long study on children of I. Q.
140 and over,ll some works listed in Martens?' bidliography
are concerned with superior children having I. Q.'s lower
than 130. Zeachire the BEright Punil includes, In its classl.
fication, children of I. Q. 110 and over~~the upper 20 per
cen.t.l2 Goddard, writing in the NEA Journal, 1930, recom-
monded that children of J. Q. 120 or above be placed in spe-
cial classes.t3 Trusler, in a 1949 article, was concerned
with the acceleration of students of I. Q. 125 or above.ll
The Yowa High Scheol Survey studied, in 1930, the upper 10
per cent of high school graduates.l’ Musselman studied child-
ren of I. Q. 120 or over.l6 The literature included in Mar-

10Miptam C. Pritchard, "The Contributions of Leta S.
Holllingworth to the Study of Gifted Children.” The Gifted
£hild, op. eit., Chapter 4. p. 51.

1lrewis M, Terman, "The Discovery and Encouragement of
Exceptional Talent,” loec. cit.

lapua Al y 3
y Adams and Walker Brown, Teaching the Bright
Pupil. New York:s Henry Holt & Co., 1930.

13y, B, Goddard, "The Gifted Child and His Education,"
FEA Journal 191275-763 November 1930.

th. W. Trusler, ®"Pupil Acceleration in the Elementary
Schools.” Grade Teacher 67:16-17, 96-983 October 1949,

255, R. Geberich, "The Gifted Pupils of the Iowa High

School Survey." Journal of Avnlied Psycholory 14%1566-763
Dacembey 1930,

165onn w. Musselman, "Factors Assoclated with the
Achievament of High School Pupills of Superior Intelligence.®

Journal of Exrerimenial Lducgflion 11:53-633 September 19k2.
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tens!' biblliography 1s listed in sections under the focllow-
ing headings, which suggest the breadth of the fleld covered
by research: General or'OVBrall Consgiderationsj Fhilosophy
and Objlectives; Physical, Mental, Emotional, and Soclal
Traitsg Organization of Local Projects; Curriculum Adjust-
ments; Evaluation and Follow-up Studles.1?

The Amerlcan Assoclation for Gifted Children, whose
aim is to provide encouragement and educatlional opportuni-
tles for the gifted, has distridbuted many articles and pam-
phlets and was the publisher of The Gifted Child, 1951, a
book on which twenty or more speclalists collaborated. "The
Assoclation was successful in securing the enthusiastic and
generous cooperation of a number of outstanding educators,
who prepared chapters,® says Paul Witty, the editor.l8 The
April, 1948, issue of the magazine Understandines the Child
was, under the auspices of the assoclation, devoted to‘the
problems of the gifted.l9 Paul Witty was chairman of the
assoclationts publications committee at the time. He is a
member of Northwestern Unlversity's faculty and is apparent-
ly a devoted spokesman for the gifted child. He wrote two

L

17the gifted Child, on. cit., Index, p. xii.

18paua Witty, "Progress in the Education of the
Gifted,” JIbid., Chapter I. p. 8.

19*Und§ggﬁged;gg th
e Child, Vol. 173 April, 1948,
Published four t 8 a year by th; National Commi%tea for

Mental Hygiene, Inc,.,, Lancaster, Pennsylvanla.
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pters for The Glfted Chi and has five entries in Mar-
tens' bibliography.2} A short article in Time magazine sev-
eral years ago told of a talk given by Witty at the reunion
of 235 Quiz Kids in Chicago. He pointed out that these
young people were not "gqueer, eccentric misfits,” that no
"mental crackups® had occurred among them. He accounted as
follows for the original five Kids on the show: one of the
older boys had finlshed, cum laude, at Harvard law School,
vhere he was then returning on a teaching fellowshlips; a
second boy had a PhD. in organic chemistry and was then en-
gaged 1n research; one girl was a writer and college teach-
er, and the other was a concert singers the third boy, and
the youngest of the flve, was still in college, majoring in
music at James Milliken University.=22

The Report of the Harvard Committee, 1945, called at-

tention to the 1nabllity of many superior students to ex-
tend education beyond high school:

How many {oung people able to do good college work do
not reach c¢ollege? A rough answer is possible on the ag-
sumption, generally accepted by college admissions offi-
cera, that the top 20 to 25 per cent of the total group
can succeed in an average liberal college. This repre=
sents an I, Q. of 110 and above. From a study of young

people of this intelligence made in Pennsylvania in 1936,
it was found that 57 per cent of those whose means were

20pawl Witty, op. git. Also "Nature and Extent of
%ducgtional Provisions for the Gifted Pupil." JIbid., Chap-
er .

2lpyise H. Martens, on. c¢it., p. 287, 298, 299, 317.
22uthe Kids: Quiz Kids," Time 60359 July 7, 1952.
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above average went to college, but only 13 per cent of
those whose means were below average. « « « These find-
ings are confirmed by a study of a still abler group—-
all of the highest 10 per cent in intelllgence, of I. Q.
116 and over--who graduated from Milwaukee high schools
in 1937 and 1938. Sixty-three per cent of them cane
from familles whose income wags under three thousand dole
lars and did not go to ¢ollege. That 1s, over 6 per
cent of the total age group had gexcellent ability but
did not go to col%ege for reasons which were at least
partly financial.<3

In another place, the same report says thiss

There seems no reason to belleve that altogether ex-
ceptional artistle talent existed in anclent Grecce or
Renalssance ltaly, or that sclentifie and executive
gifts, to a degree far beyond all others, are Iindborn in
Americans. Opportunity, rather, gives piay to sone
gifts, repressing others, and a chief role of general
aduca%ion is precisely to check the too iron working of
current forces to the end of eliciting the varied
powers innate in people, thereby enriching both them
and the community.

Flnally, there is a vastly important but equally ob-
scure difference in will power and fidelity to purpose.
Even the best Intellectual gifts come to little with-~
out this virtue, and less than the best may go far with
it. How will power 1s related to background is most une
certain., Nelther extreme privilege nor extreme lack of
privilege seems conducive to 1t, though an occasional
person has c¢onspicuously shown it in spite of--0r perw
haps, in some subtle way, because of--these handlcaps.

« « « But vhatever 1lts orlgin, thils quality of will
powver 1is something different from lntelllgence, though
in the long run it may help 1it. Hence any test of intel-
ligence gives very Incomplete grounds for Judging a per~
son, particularly a young person in his changing years,
and knowledge thus gained must be augmented by some

test of actual accomplishment and by the Judgnment of
teachers. Novwhere i1s the Insight of a good teacher so
Indispensable as in holding students to their best and
in settinghfor each work matched to both his wits and
his will.

23genoral Education in a Free Socletys Report of
the Harvard Committee. Cambridge, Massachusettss Harvard
University PrQSS, 19!"5. Pe 87~ 8.

241p14., p. 85-86.
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How to £it school programs to the interests and abllie
tles of the brilghtest children has been a matter of experil-
mentation and a subject for writing. Albert I Oliver has
written of the problem from an administratorts viewpoint.
Ha discusses varlous plans vhlich he has observed in Mary=
land, Pennsylvania, and New Yorkj; problems of enrichment and
accelerations qualities necessary Iin teachers of the gifted;
costs. Of the last, he says, "The gifted are worth 1t."25
Lew Arthur, 1in Survey, tells the story of Hunter College
Elementary School, where the alm is to locate the exception-
ally talented early and give them the education they should
have. I. Q. 130 is a minimum requirement.Z® Mosso writes

of the program at Sgwanhaka High School, Floral Park, New
York, a echool large enough to have a group of 250 students
above 120 X. Q. On faculty recommendation, children of

I, Q. 110 to 120 were alsgso included in the two year plan,
which, especlally in the second year, permitted much free-
dom for personal projects, with a view to developing leader-
ship.27 Edward 8. Jones, a member of 1ts faculty, explains
the University of Buffalot's plan for glving superlior fresh-

25p1bert I. Oliver, "Administrative Problems in Edu-
gatiggsfhe Gifted." The Natlionls Schooide U48i1l-lb63 Novem-
er .

26Lew Arthur, "School for the Gifted,” Suryey 87:
475-773 November 1981, ?

27Asenath M. Mosso, "A Senminar for Superior High

School Seniors, Sewanhaka High School, Floral Park, New
York.* School Review 53:46L=703 October, 1945.
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men college credlt for courses taken in high school but not
offered as part of the entrance requirement.28

Among the tltles of United States government pamphlets
are *Education for the Talented in Mathematics,"29 “Curricu-
lum a4justments for Gifted Children,"C and "Teaching the
Rapid and Slow Learners in High Schools.w31

In The Gifted Child, there 15 a chapter on the guali-
fications of those fitted to teach superlor children,32

The fralts of mentally superior children are the c¢cen-
ter of all plamning done for them, as well as the object of
research. Blnce those tralts were of special interest to
this study, they are llisted here, out of the literature.

Terman said that in his gifted group, the ratio of
boys to girls was 116 to 100, whereas in the g eneral popula-

28Edmard 8. Jones and Glorla X. Ortner, "Advanced
Btanding for Superior Students.? KEA Journal h3: 107-1083

February 195h.

29Fenneth E. Brown and Philip G. Johnson, Education
{Qg %glg_xgg Mathematlicg. Office of Educatlon Bul-
195§n 1952, Ho. 15. Washingtont Government Printing Office,

WW Glfted Children. U, S.
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare Bulletin 1946,

No. 1. Reprint, 1953.

31prno Jewett, J. Pan Hull, and Others, Icaching the
and Slow n dn Hizh Schools. orfice of Educa-

Rapid
tion Bulletin 195k, No. 5. Washington: Government Printing
office, 195k,

32y, carson Ryan, Ruth Strang, and Paul Witty, "The
Teacher of the Gifted.™ én;;g on._clt., Chapter
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tion the ratio of dbirths, boys* to girls', 1s 108 to 100.

Howvever, gome of the most brilliant of the group were ghis.33

On speclial talents, Terman sald thiss
aoesngiedigef3§faiv§§§§§31§§s§?°:§tﬁig1§§§fstiﬁ §§1§§§a
that in the history of lew York City there has heen only
ene exhibition by a child artist.3¥

Harvey Zorbaugh and two c¢olleagues from the New York Univer~

sity Counselling Center have made some generalizations con-

cerning traits of the highly gifted {(over 170 I. Q.), using
thelr own and Dr. Hollingworth's observations. (1) In Amer~
lcan children, origin varies as to raclal stock. (2) Fathers
are likely to be professlional men, business men, or propri-
ptors, not extremely wealthy or poor. (3) Age of parents at
birth of these children does not seem to be a factors thare
1s a wide rahge. () Development 1s ahead of schedule, for
the group, in all respects: walking, 7 to 1% montls 3 talking
in sentences, 6 to 19 months; reading at 3% or 4 years.

(5) General health is good and physique superior. (6) Early

interest 1n origing and destinies is aprarent (Hollingworth

thought that gquestlions in this fiecld were symptomatic of su-
perior intelligencel). (7) These children show early inten-

gity of feeling about moral issues of thelr scoclety-~shed

331ewis M. Terman and Others, Mental and
Iraits of a Jhousand Gifted Children. Ganotis Stuires
%Mﬁ’ 2D« m., Vol. I. Stanford:s Stanford Lniversj-ty
ress, 1925. p. 560.

3%1p14., p. 35.
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tears over injJustlices to others. (3) Above 150 I: Quy they
play little with others; congenial playmates are too hard to
f£ind. (9) They have some difficulty in £inding school work
vhich 1s hard enough to be interesting. (10) In ordinary

'sdhools, students of 140 I. Q. waste hsalf thelr time; those
of 170 waste all their time. (1l) The highly gifted are
1ikely to regard school with indifference or positive dise
dike. Lack of interest and lack of sympathy and understand-
ing on the part of teachers can result in truanecy. (12) In
splte of school difficulties, about a third of these child-
ren show unusual creativeness. (13) There iz slight chance
of leadershlp development herej the gap Iin understanding
between leaders and followers would be too great.3’

Terman, following up hls group, found that two thirds
of the girls of I. Q¢ 170 and over had become housewives and
office workers. There was no relation between woments occu-
pations and childhood I. g.38

Terman snd 0dln state:

If you are allowed only one method of locating the

highest I. Q. 111 a classroon, your chance of getting the
right child is hetter IL you merely look in the class

reglster and take thg youngest rather than trust the
teacher?!s judgment.3

3%Harvey Zorbaugh, Rnea Kay Boardman, and Psul Shele
don, "Sone Observations of Highly Gifted Children,® The

Gifted £hilld, on. glt., Chapter 5¢ Do 87-95.
361p14., p. 95

37
Lewls M, Terman and Others, Mental and c
Iraita of a Zhousand Giftod Childrch, QB. Shker Do
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Traits of the children at Hunter College Elcomantary
School have been recorded. (1) Some of then are highly
ereative and imaginatives they "concoct stories." (2) They
are highér in reasoning than In computation skills and be~
come impatient with the accuracy required by zrithmetic.
(3) Only & small per cent have a spraecial talent like paint=-
ing or composing, and thlg 1s true of most groups cof high
I. Q. children. (&) Their childish writings show a "real
gense of democracy.® (5) Higher developed soclal responses
than in other chlldren are apparent. They are interested
in other people and in world affairs, (6) They scem happy.
(7) They are observant and curious,38

0f children having I. Q. 180 or above, Hollingworth
found twelve In many years of searching. Such an intelll.
gence occurs only once or twice in a million. If a child
of that intelligence goes to college, his graduatlion with
tcp heners can ba Yeonflidently predicted."39

Mental learning 1s so easy for the gifted that somee-
times they will quit if physical learning does not cone as
easily. They need %o be taught sports and encouraged to

take part'.z"e

38Lew Arthur, "School for the gifted,"loc. cit.

39Miriam €. Pritchard, op. glt., p. 70

ho‘ﬂhea K. Boardman and Gertrude Hlldreth, "AdJust-

ment Problems of the Gifted," Understandines the Child, on.
Sltey Do ¥2
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"Very few schools make adequate provision for gifted
children,® says Paul Witty.*l pritchara says that, although
Hollingworth set the arbiltrary minimum of I, Q. 130 for her
groups of gifted children, her conception of giftedness was
broader than the requirement indicated. The instruments for
measuring some facets of ablility do not exist.ua Here Prit-
chard quotes Witty:

If by gifted chlldéren wo mean those who glve rronmise
of ereativity of high order, it is doubtful if the typl-
cal Intellligence test 1is auitable for vse in identifying
them, For creatlvity posits originality, and originalie
ty izmplles successful management, control, and crganiza-
tion of noew materlals or experlences. « » + In aesthetic
areas, 1t has never been thought that tests could be
nade, « « « It s the urgent duty of edueators and psy~
choleoglsts to redouble thely efforts toward developing
neg'an& better instruments for measuring creative apti«
tudes

Jamesz B, Conant l1ls quoted as saying that one per cent
of the school porulation ig greatly endowed, and that ten per
cent are so gifted as to Justify a high degree of trainingg
that native talent 1s belng wasted In the way that soil
erodes. 'Vt

“The problem of learning effectively to use 1ts high-
1y gifted citizans 4is a crlitical problem for demecracy.“hs

%lpaul Witty, "Educational Provision for Gifted
Children," School and Society 76:177-81; September 20, 1952.

pe 177 N
2Miriam C. Pritchal‘d, 2. m., De 30.

%3paul Witty, quoted by Pritchard, Ibid.
l*“*I.A‘ew Arthur, op.cit., p. 475.

l"S.Har*w'ay Zorbaugh, Rhea K. Boardman, Paul Sheldon,
Sp. citey po 105.
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CHAPTER IIX

THZ LIVES OF THE STUDENTS
ON WHOM THE STUDY IS BASED

I, THEIR COMMUNITY BACKGROURD

Zown and County

The Hardin Tribune-Herald is publlished every Thurs
day.* ITtems on page one of the June 23, 1955, 1ssue gilve a
elue to Hardin's personality.2 The imporitance of wheat~-
growing in Big Horan County is suggested by several headw
liness The old-tlme cattile industry has not passed awayj
one article states that “grazing privileges on 40 range
units on the Crow Ressrvatlon will be sold by sealed bids
July 1l. A Hardin minister is the district supervisor of
the Christian Rural Overseas Program. There ig a plcture off
the rodeo gueen, a Hardin High School student; and a promi-
nent headline proclaims, "Huge Hardin Rodeo Parade Attracts
Cne of Largest Crowds S8een in Many Yesars." The Hardin
Ridin' and Ropint Club is mentioned, but so is the Blg Horn
County Community Concert Association. On page 13 is the
wedding picture of the son of a Hardin Japaneseg fanily, Of

lmasthead of the Hardin Tridbune-Herald, June 23,
1955: FPe 10

2Ibid., p. 1.
q-;'}é-
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thirty~eight arrests during the week, referred to on page
one, twenty-six were of Crow Indlans, recognizable by their
Indian names, The 1ssue of the week before displayed the
photographs of fourteen rodeo queen contestants, only one of
whom (not¢ the winner, elther) gave her address as Hardin.3
8ix of these candidates were Indian girla. The queen 1s a
ranch girl, A news item on the same page states that the
Hardin High School Band was practicing for the parade, whilae
a neighboring item reports on the drilling of five 01l wells
in the county.

Hardin's 1950 population was 2,306. Its gain, 1940~
1950, was 420, while Big Horn County, population 9,82% in
1950, had lost 595, The naxt largest town in the county 1is
Lodge Grass, with 536 people .l
Out West Magazing has these things to say about Har-
ding
dry and frrigated 1and farming belng the main ageltule
The 11iyestock business 1s an ever increasing fiesd of

productivity. Cattle and sheep are fed and finished
here In large numbers.

e » «» A large part of the area 1s Indian land which
18 leased to a numnber of large farming operations for
dry land wheat production. . « « Thomas D. Campbell,
known as the World's Wheat King, has 50,000 acres under

3Hardin Tribume-Herald, June 16, 1955, p. 5.

" Report the Seve %E;m Decennial Census the
U. 8. Qgﬁw gi’ Efmlﬁ.i.gm 1 . VoicII, W
of Population neral and Detalled

on, Number of Inhabitants
C é of the Population. ﬁart 26, Montana. Pre=
pared under the supervision of Howard G. Brunson, Chief,

Population Housing Division. Washington: U. S. Government

Printing Office, 1952- Pe 9y Table Vi.
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Another boost for the agricultural economy of Hardin

came in 1937, when the Holly Sugar Corporation built a
beet sugar refining plant 1ngﬁardin, one of the most
modern in the United States,

Hardin today 1s a modern city in every respect, with
fine homes, a geod shopping district, churches and one
of the besgst public school systems in Montana. It is
served by the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Rallroad.
Thelir county alrport is a great convenience to flying
farmers as the§ have only two blocks to walk to town

after landing.
The homes of some Hardln High School students are in

or near the villages of Crow Agency and St, Xavier, both of
wvhich are in the same school district as Hardin, District
173.6 A Chamber of Commerce folder describes the two places:

Crow Agency is the executive headquarters for the
Crow Indlan reservation, and 1s located on the main line
of the Burlington and on highway 87. Besides substane
tial offices and dwellings for its employees, many
recople engaged in private activities live In the attrac-
tive town. A most modern hospital is located there as
is a grist mill that does custom grinding. Crow Agency
has good schools and churches and is loecated about 13
miles south of Hardln and two miles fron e Custer
Battlefield, scene of Custert!s last stand.

Ste Xavlier is an o0ld Crow Indlan trading point. With
the sale of a consideradble portion of the irrigated
land in the Big Horn valley south from Hardin to and
above St. Xavler to the vwhite man, this trading post
has taken on the ways of the white man and now hasg mer-
cantlle stores and garages. It 1s located about midway
between Hardin and the Big Horn mountaling. Good schools,
wlth bus service on the black~top highway up and down
the valley, bring the children into a central school.s

{8ic.]

55Hard1n, Jewel of the Pralries,” n.n., a reprint

from Qut West Masazine, December 195%, Vol. XV, No. 11,
Helena, Montanas Treasﬁra Publishing 59., Inc.; 1954,

6&2!22£§2£3Qh2§£§££1§1.Qﬂﬂﬁaﬁr loc. cit., p. 5. Map.
7Big Horn County Facts gad Elgureg. Hardin: Big Horn

Chamber of Commerce, n.d. pD.

81nid., p. 5.
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The Census report delineates further the characteris-
tics of the county people. It deoes not clasgssify any of the
people as "urdban,® but "non-rural farm" people comprise 57.h%
of the population, and *"rural farm® people 42.,6%. "Non-white"
make up 28.8% of the total, Of those who were l4-17 years ol
age inil9503 77+1% were in school. In the case of persons
25 and older, median school years completed were 8.8 at the
time of the census.? White people predominate; the census
showed 6,569 native whites and 422 foreign born. Of the
foreign born, 313 were naturalized citizens.lO

The Census table which gives the countries of birth
for Montana's farelgn born population shows that Big Horn
gtands third high among counties in the size of its group
from the U. S. S. R., 148 people.ll The Scandinavian group
numbers 70, that from the British Isles 28 (and 48 from Cana-
da, none of them French). From Germany the county acquired
27, from Mexico 26, There are other, very small groups, tooi

Of the total non-white population in 1950, there were
2,707 Indlana, 63 Japanase, and no Chinese.l2 As stated
above, this whole group forms 28.8%4 of the county's people.

Forty-four counties have higher median incomes than

9seventeenth Decennial Census, loc. gl%., p. 20 Table
lo&j.-.g." Pe 58, Table !"'2-
1*!2&Q-» p. 62, Table 42a.

12&&0, Poe 7’"’, Table 1"7-

i2.
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that of Big Horn County. In 1950 there were, in the county,
2,170 famillies, 215 of which had annual incomes less than
$500. In the $500 to $999 bracket, there were 21% famillies;
£1000 to #1499, 2003 $1500 to $1999, 1503 $2000 to #2499,
305 families, Toward the top, the table shows 55 families

receiving $6000 to $6999, and 120 receiving $7000 to $9999.
Showing incomss over $10,000, there are 75 families.t3

The Schools
Big Horn is a large county, 5,033 square miles.lk Har-

din is the county seat and also the headguarters for a school
district which covers an immense area, School District 17H.15
The population of this district, however, is only 6,4:2.16
Measured not by speecdometer, but with a ruler on a map, the
district i3 about 65 miles east and west by 72 north and
south, 1ts greatest widths, and from Hardin to the district's
farthest corner is a straight line of about 60 miles. The
area 1s panhandled, though, with District 27 crowding 1t on
the southeast. Although the county i3 roughly gquartered by

highways, other all-season roads are few.*? The educational

131h1d., p. 72, Table 45.

Liyebsterts Geographical Dietionary, p. 724. Spring-
field, Massachusetts: G. & C. Merrliam Co.: 1949,

8, op. elt., p. 9,

17Montana Highway Map, 1952. Published by the State
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problems of familles with children on remote ranches can be
imagined, especially when one considers the rugged hills and
deep ravines through which the crude tralls wind.18 The map
shows that the environs of Hardin are not a pralrle, notwithe
standing the title of QOut West Magazine's eulogy.

From rural neilghborhoods falrly near the schools at
Hardln, Crow Agency, and St. Xavler, buses fetch the chlild-
ren daily.19 Bus routes extend many miles from Hardin dut,
of course, do not serve the whole district adequately,20 The
law comes to the rescue of remote famillies, however, and
monthly payments of a certain amount per chlld {(the amount
depending on the distance of home from the mnearest school)
make it easler than it otherwlse would be for a family to
move into town, or send the children there alone. Older
ranch children often live alone in Hardin rooming houses or
apartments.21 A large proportion of the district?s child-
ren ride to school by bus every dsy; and scme of them have

to ride or walk several miles to reach the bus route.22 The

Highway Commission, Helena, Montana, Prepared by Rand
McNally & Company, Chicago, Illinois,

18114,

193. R. Salyer, Supt., District 17H, Hardin, Montana.
Letter, July 25, 195%.

201314,
*Lpig.
221p14.
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bus schedule is strictly adhered to, not merely because of

a contract with the drivers23 but also because of the im-~
portance of parents?! knowing almost exactly vhen to expect
thelr childrents bus at &2 certain stop. Waiting or walking
in geverely cold weather can be extremely dangerous. when-
aver the administration 1s forced to change the bus schedule,
as at the tlme of the early Aprill storm, 1955, when schools
were closed for a week, frequent announcements are made over
the aly from Billings radio stations.z”"

Hardin High 8chool 1is the only senior high school in
District 17H and one cf two in the county, the second and
smaller one being at Lodge Grass.25 Many Hardin High stu-
denta coma from outside the district, The numwber of stu~-
dents in the high school during the year 1954-55 was 239.

In the year 15u43~-4, when the oldest boys and girls in this
study were senlors, there were 142 in the high school, but
the next year the number had prisen to 15525 The school is
accredited by the Northwest Acecrediting Association.2? Its
bullding was construected in the early 1920's, dut remodeling
in recent years has provided it with a spacious band and re~

26y, R, Salyer, Supt., interview, June 24, 1955,
275, Rr. Salyer, letter, Jloc¢. cit.

1
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creation room, with a fine dance floor, as well as a new
home economics department.28 Combined with the study hall cof
the bullding, there is a library vhich numbered 2300 volumes
(approximately) in May, 1955, after a severe pruning of obsgo-
lete and toe technical adult boolks.2?

A perusal of The Bulldoz, 1955, gives an idea of high
school courses and activities at present. PFPhotographs of
classes in session show various English c¢lasses, physics,
chemistry, mathematics (three years), bookkeeping, typing,
ghorthand, world and U, 8. history, biology, Problenms of Am~-
erican Democracy, business law, drafting and industrial arts,
home economies, boys?! and girlsa' physical education, and art
courses.30 Instrumental and vocal music end Spanish are al-
8O taught.31 In 1ts extracurricular sectlion, this annual
includes student councll, Future Homemakers of Amsrica,
Future Farmers cof Amerlca, Spanish Club, newspaper, drama-
tics, office secretaries and librarians (both groups receive
minimum credit)32 Girls® Athletic Association, girls' drill
team, chorus and related groups, and a fifty-member band with

281p1a.

29L1brariants Report. Hardin High School, Hardin,
Montana, May 20, 1955.

30mhe Bulldoz . Published by the Senior Class
Hardin High School, ﬁar n, Montana, p. 55-58 ’

31y, m. Salyer, letter, Jloc. cit.
3Ipia.
33¢he Bulldom, 1239, one Sit., P. 59-80.
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majorette. The importance of Boys' sports 1s shown by the
seven pages devoted to them.33 1In the 1948 Blg Horn, the an-
nual for that year, one finds the same patiern of lessons
and recreation.-?’l“ The same teachers proesided over musical
activities then as now, and some of the present faculty were
in charge of cther departrments then, to0.3? fnapshot pages
in both annuals, and 1in all intervering ones, suggest the
high school kids?! interests in gqing steady, the out-of-
doors, soclability, sports, and general fcolishness,36 1In
1948, the Oronyx Club, a girls' clud which had twenty-three
members that year, was plectwed for the last time; exd F.F.A4
along with P.H.A, andl. A.A. had not yet come upon the scene.
No annuals vere published by the graduating classes, 194~
1946, and, although the class of 1547 4id publish a small,
paper-bound one, coples of 1t were not avallable for con-
sultation.3?

The Hardélin community also offers some recreation to

youth, One of the Chamber of Commerce leaflets mentlons

33the Bulldog, log. git.

3’*’l'h Big Born. Published by the Senlor Class of
1948, Hardin High School, Hardin, Montana.

351big., "Faculty." See alsoc The Bulldog, on. git.

368ee the following Senior Class publications, Hardin
High School, Hardln, Montana: %g;:g for the years
y 19W9 195 1951, 1952, and 1%21 page numbers);
e Balltos Bor 3534, 9o 98, and 1955, be 51-07.

37H. BR. Salyer, letter, loc. cik.
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the Carnegle Lidrary, the munlicipal swimming pool, the park
and plicnic ground, ice rinks, and the $100,000 community
bowling center.3® In one issus of the local paper, there are
three 1tems about Junlor Legion baseball.3? In the same pa-
per are eighteen church announcements {two for Crow Agency),
two indoor {one at Lodge Grass) and one outdoor theater ade-
vertisement, an item telling of the departure of two high
school girls for Girls?! State in Blllings, and the announce=-
ment of a M1 Club fair.#0 In another issue, there 1s a sto-
ry telling that a Hardin High School girl had won the Amerl-
can Legion Auxiliary's state poppy poster contest, another
item announcling swimming classes to be held at the local
pool, and another giving the news that a softball league was
being organized by the churches,

In these surroundings and among these activities, many
Hardin High School graduates have grown up.

II. LIFE STORIES AKD SCHOOL MEMORIES

Except where otherwise explained, the life astorles of
the young people Iin this study were taken from their question-
naires. Data on grades and class ranks, Intelligence and
achlevement test scores, and certain other data pertaining to

3812 Horn Connty Facts and Figures, op. ity p. M.

b 15 3%The Hardin Tribune Herald, June 16, 1955, op. cit.,

4“Orbid., June 23, 1955, p. 10, 2, ¥, 1, 15.
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school were obtained from the permanent record files of Har-
din High School, andy in some cases, from colleges. The stu-
dents have numbers, because they were assured when they re-
ceived thelr questionnaires that they would not be named in
thls thesls.

Bov 1
This boy 183 the son of a ditchrider for the U. 8.

Indian Service. The facts which he gives about his family
show very limited schoolling for any of them, but his paterw
nal grandmother was a teacher and "very religlous.” The
family has an American background, with some Engllsh-German
ancestors. Hls father finished the 8th grade in Missourl,

and hls mother the 9th in Wycomlng. He sayst

I started sharing the famlly responslbilities at a
vary early age. Since Mother couldn't walk, I had to
¢limb all over the kigchen cablnets to get spices, sugar,
etcs, for her so she could do the famlily cooking and bakw
ing. As I grew older I carried coal and fuel c¢ll for
heating. In high school I raised chickens, mostly for
meat and eggs for our Lamily's uss.

We 4id a good number of things as a family for recre-
ation (and as a greater family). There vere lots of pic-
nica and short drives to vislt frlends and relatives.
Quite often we visited my maternal grandparents, uncles,
aunts and ¢ousing who lived on farms in the ATOE
One labor day we made a three day trip through Yellowstons
Park. This trip was the theme of English papers for seve
eral years,

I liked woodworking., I never made anything fancy,
but great nunbers of c¢rude airplanes, ships, guns, and
the usual run of things little boys make ana collect,

Mother and Dad both read to me~-Andersonts and
Grimm®*s Pairy Tales, nursery rhymes, Charles Foster's
Story of the Bible, and the Sunday comice strips.

About encouragements received during the early grades, and

discouragements, he sayss
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The only thing I can remember 1is that 1n the second
grade 1 made s0 many l100ts in spelling that I thought
something else would be nice for variety.

Yes, I enjoyed school and liked my tsachers.

There was one boy who kept bullylng me and sent me
cerying to the teacher saveral times.

I took violin lessons from the third {o sixth grade,
and tap dancing in the fourth and fifth,

His family did not visit school, in primary years.

In middle grades and junior high, he especlally liked arith-
metle, found geography boring and hard, but enjoyed schecol in
general, He made a practice of dolng homework, grades filve
to nine. There were no organized sports in school, but he
belonged to the g rade school band for t wo or three years ad
took part in plays for speclal occaslons., He became active
in Boy Scout work in the sixth grade and remained active dure
ing most of high school. He attended Sunday 8chool occasion~
2l1ly, but church little. In seventh grade, he belonged to
the 4 garden club, He did only a medium amount of reading,
getting bocks at the branch library (of the Hardin library).
During summers, he 4id “Lawn mowing, raking, weeding, wash-
ing windows,® daily, to earn money, and during the entire
Year he had choresg at home. His schoolling was never serious-
ly interrupted for any reason. He was discliplined in school,
®Justly,” he says.

His entire high school course was taken in Hardin.

Later he regretted not taking typing in high school, but was
grateful for experience reoceived in dramatics and good train-

ing in grammar, speech, math,, and scilence. Of the soclal
life, he says:
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Y can't give the high school much credit in helping
me with my soclal adjustments. As long as we had our
Jessonsg in on time that seemed to be the extent of our
teacher's interest in uas, I c¢an recall only one lady
teacher who tried to help at all.

When he Joined the armed services, he was glad that

he had learned how tc march in %P, E."

He suggests:

Perhaps in a soclal science c¢lass, or even at assem=~
bly groupsg, students could be made acquainted with a wvari-
ety of rieids. Perhaps people who are working in these
various carecers could tell something of the work they do
and of the tralning required to qualify for work.

A home town clergyman, says Boy One, and the church itself,
influenced him in his cholice of the ministry as a career.

He 1s doubtful of the effects of high school traine
ing on citizenship. It did nothing, hs says, to prepare him
for marriage and parenthood. He credits the required read-
Ing of literature with helping him to form a philosophy of
111.'30

He did not participate in sports, but he was an ac~-
tor in both jJjunior and senior plays, also working on stage
sets.

In Boy Scouts, he was patrol scribe. He attained
the rank of Eagle Scout,

He found high school easy and liked best sciernce
and math, Physical education was "a pain.® "Only the star
basketball players got to do anything, The rest of us sat
on the bench a good deal of the time.® It should be said that

this boy was in hilgh school during war years., Nowadays the
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school has some intramural sports.” He did study, two or
somotimes four hours per day, but not every day of the week.
During high school he worked two to three hours daily, caring
for chickens, dellivering newspapersg, ;id dolng chores around
home, About discipline, he saysi

Mostly I was corrected for talking at thoe wrong time

or for not paying attention in class. I remember once
belng called intoc the principal's office for thyowling
blackboard erasers in algebra class.,
Of the faculty, he says, "As a whole I respected and admired
them.® In response to the invitation to say more about high
school, he adds:

I can't r emember high school being as helpful in make
ing fundamental adjustments to life as was college. Thias
may be partially because of the recency of the experlience
and of & more mature insight in college. Although this
isntt a psychological study, this may be of interest and
helpy During my high schaoi years I began to draw with-
in myself {(introversion) but college had the opposite of~
fect. There ars a good number of factors involved, and
I cannct blame the high school far causing my Introver-
tive tendencles, but on the cther hand I can recall noth-

ing belng done to be of hely in making a better adjust=
ment to life.

After service in the Navy, toward the end of the war,
Boy One attended a small college and earned a B. 8. degree.
The G. I. B1lll coversed most of his college axpenses there, but,
when he attended theologlcal seminary immedlately afier cole
lege, he paid his way by painting during summer g'_taca.tions, and
by acting as assistant superintendent of bulldings and grounds
at the semilnary. For the first three years of seminary, he
was a part-time pastor for a church in the neighborhood; and

"1y, R. Salyer, letter, ioc. ¢il.
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during the following two years he was minister of music in

a city church, He thanks hils college music courses for open-
ing this fleld to him. In college, he was a member of the
choir for three years, sololst for two, In college, also,

he was active in a fraternity, was on the paper staff for
four years and editor of the ysarbook for two, He acted in
two plays. His college major was history and politilcal sci=-
ence, 1n a way a preparailon, he says, Tor his present career.
His work is the kind which he would choose. He was married
while s8%1l1l Iin seminary.

At high school graduation, this boy tiled for first
place, with a four-year average of 95.58. There were 28 in
the class. Hils age was 18 years, 2 months. In two Sones-
Harry tests, given durlng high scheol, his total percentile
ranks were 96 and 99. The Henman-Nelson Mental Abilities
test, taken In grade seven, showed him to have I. Q. 132.
That was the only such test that he tock in the District 17H
schocls.

Eoy 2 _
Boy 2%'s father is a sugar corpany employee who did not

eomplete high school, His mother, a housewife, did not finish
high school, either. The nationality background of the fan-
i1y is Irish, German, and Dutch, althourh, apparently, it has
been American for several generations, About his childhood,
he says:

During the greater part of my childhood, we lived in
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Hardln and later moved to a farm outside of town, Farnm
work and livestock vere my greatest interests then and
always have been, I used to lowve to travel and we made
two trips to Colorado, which were sbout my greatest
thrills. I can remamber nothing really exceptional or
outstanding that haprened during my early years.

Yas, my mother read a4 lot to me, but I can?t remember
eiacgly vhat, I think it wasg Just mainly childrents
ETories.

s ¢ & School seomed to be very hard for me for the
first two years. My third grade teacher, Mrs. Strangd,
nade me realize that I could do the work ag well as any-
one else, and I had no further rouble in school.

e » o I tock plano lessons from about the ages of
nine to eleven.

Middle grade and junior hilgh subjects were easy, all
of thems but soclal studies and government were boring. H1sgw
tory, English, and the sclence courses were enjoyable. From
grades five through nlne, this boy did not take part in ace
tivitles. He experlismced discipline in school, but says that
1¢ was jJust.

I'm sure that it was qulte just, Disecipline has al-
ways comne very hard for me., In fact, I never really
learned to respect rules and regulations until I came in
the Navy.

In college, he found his mathematlical knewledge to be
lacking, %"One year of advanced math was not enough for col=-
lege work.® But, "Itve found that high school courses in
scilence were mere than enouch for any work in college.”
High school English and history served him well, tooj but

I think high school deoes very little to prepare a per«
-gon for a happy soclal life.

In the Navy:

Just the general education of high school has been val-
uable in passing the rating tests. If I'd had some me=
chanical training, it would have been a great help, but
it*s rny own faulg that I didntt get 1{ in high school.
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I%ve always had a hard time doing mechanical work in the

Navye « « « When I was working as assistant chemist at

the sugar factory, my knowledge of chemistry from high

:;hoo% was always an advantage and source of satisfac-
ion QO me.

This work as chenist waz done two different years during col~

lege-
Hls work at home, on the farm, was the foundation of

his present plan to engage in agriculture. The high school
did nothing in particular to help him dlscover his own spe=~

e¢lal ablilities.

All the c¢ourses In history and government were very
good, espaeclially the course on U. 8. government that was
given in the freshman year. Having practice ballets for
the school during elections was good, too.

Buts

For one thing, I think the school government was prete
ty poor. It should have made the rules of conduct in
school and becn able to enforce them. I think there wasg
very llittla preparation for cliizenship. « « « There
was really no regulation in school that ¢owlldntt be bro-
ken without anythling serlous haprening. « « « Somehow, I
always managed to enjoy the privileges of freedom and
avoid the responsibilities. It was my own fault and I
was very wrong in my attitude.

In high school, this boy entered into activitles toa
1limited extent. Of these, he sayss |
Football, senlor year. This 1s something every boy
in school should at least try for, hecause 1t glves a
person a Sense of confidence and pride In himself that
stays long after school has been completed. &« + »
History, English, snd chemistry were his favorite high
school subjects, and he llked soclology the least. He did
not study wvery diligently, he says~-about two hours per day.

However, he 414 farm chores at home, about three hours per
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day, for the four years of high schoocl. Once he played hooky
and was requlred to write a 5,000 word theme Iin expiation.

He consliders thig punlshment just. The faculty, as a whole,
was very good, he thlnks, but "of course there were a few
weak points.”

Boy 2 spent one year at Montana State College, entirew
1y paying his way. He was then appointed to the United
Btates Military Academy, and he went there in the summer af-
ter his freshman year. He did not like 1t there, and he left
in September.¥2 at Bozeman, he was an active Lfraternity meme
‘ber.

At present he 1s in the Navy, "because of eircum-
stances, and I definitely don't prefer 1t.®* He plans to be
a farmer, although his only training for such a career has

been experience. He does not plan to return to collega.

Bov. 3

This boy, son of a Hardin business man, 4did not re=-
turn his questionnaire, and so nothing can be saild of his
early school days. H1is class annual shows that he was a
very active high school student: i1n football twe years, in
band two, 1n a privately organized swing band for two years,
in the eclarinet guartet, and in dramatics. IHe had the lead-
ing boyt'a part in both major elass playsj and he promoted
and helped direct an assembly entertainment for his class

1":"":[nfl:efrv'i.ew with the y?'s mother, Hardin, Montana,
&y, 19550
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vhen he wasz a sophomora. In his éenior year, he was editor-

in-chief of the class armmual. He was an average student, but

he went on to college and has finished t wo years *t:hera.l’:5

Boy %

Boy Wts father is owner of & small business. The pa~
ternal grandfather was born in Scotland, the grandmother in
England., The doyts mother 18 a teacher and business woman.
Her father, a man with a music conservatory education, came
from Sweden to settle in a small Nebraska toun, where he be-
came the "town musiclan." Thizg mants wife, daughter of Swed-
ish immigrants, grew up in Yowa. And so the boy is in the
second generation removed from Scotland, England, and Swedenj
and half of his blood 1g Swedish, He doesz not kriow what his
father?s education was. HKHilig mother went to cocllege. He
sayss

I grew up in a stadble Christian (First Christian was
the dencmination of both parents) home with parents
whosa love for each other I never doubted., Although fa-
mily events were shared with the relatives of both my
parents, I have always been closer to my mother's side of
the 1ar§e family (my earliast playmatés were ny maternal
cousing), and so my background 1s largely Scandinavian asg
are most of the famlly traditions, I had a difficult
time as an infant and small child and so was quite weak
and frail compared to most of the children about me--a
matter of no small embarrassment to me during those years.
I was somewhat overprotected as a child. My parents ine
cluded my sister and myself In almozst all thelr adlivities.
Trips were amily affairs--especlally the major ones to
Denver and the West Coast. My schooling began as far
back as I can remember~~learning to read and play the pi-
ano at home. When I began kindergarten at five years of

"‘3converaation with the boy, May, 1955. Hardln, MNont.
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age, Mother was teaching the kindergarten. I grew up
close to nature and was given a puppy of my own when I
was quite small., Algo I had my own garden and was al=-
lowed to keep the polliwogs, etc.y, I brought honme.
Mother, as well as my maternal aunts, read to me as a
child. Among the storles were *Peter Cottontail,* The
Eive Little Poprers and How Ihey Greow, Biblical stow

ries.
VYhen he started to school:

I was able to read simple sentences and words and
knew the alphabet. I was able to play simple tunes on
the piano and could carry a tune vocally.

From the age of seven years on I was allowed to, and
expected to, sharse 1n the care of ny younger sister, I
‘also had the responsibility of certalin household chores.

My chief humiliatlions were related to my light weight
and fraill build at that time~-being the one who always
ended up on the bottom side of any wrestling match, etc.
I do remember my humlliation and blitterness at being
rnade to stand In the hall once in the second g rade when
the teacher caught me defending myself. The boy who sat
behind me was Jabbing me 1ln the back with his pencil.

Without too much effort, I was able to achieve con-
sistently good grades. I bellieve that I received both
conscious and subconscilous approval from most of ny
teachers, which made me strive to do even better than
the majority of my classmates. Mrs. Strand did much to
encourage my interest in singing.

He enjoyed his primary years. Outslide of school, he
started piano lessong in the second grade and clarinet in
the third. Both parents were very interested in his school
progress.

Literature was always a favorite school subject. He
particularly liked Latin, physics, blology, and math..in
high school. Plano and clarinet lessons continued, as well
as religlous instruction. During summers, he atitended
church camps.

In junior high, besides taking part in nelghborhood
and playground sporis, swimming, Boy Scout hikes and camps,
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and fanlly camping trips, he engaged in intramural track.
From the early grades, he was In musical activitlies-~band
and orchestra from the fourth grade on. He took part in op-
erottas and small skits. He was forglng ahead in Boy Scouts
and about to become a Pirst Class 8cout, when "leadership
foll to a low ebbi™ but he was a Junioyr patrol leader and
scribe of hils troop. At church camp, he had offices and
committeo responsibllities. He always had chores around the
house, a nd, as he grew older, he helped at the store.

In speaking of his high scheol courses, he says that
he was glven excellent instruction in math,, Latin, and mu-

sic,

Time and again Itve found nmy instruction in Latin to

be valuable.
e « » I recoelved an excellent introduction to the

world of music¢ from Mrs. Russell (piano) and from Mr,.
Hegre and Mr. Carter (clarinet and band). Music has
been and 1is my favorite avocation. I received a one
year course in RArt" in the 8th grade. Now I often
wish I had a better background in painting and paint-

ings,
He thinks, though, that although most of his high

school lnatruction was good, some of it was poor, The Har-
din schools were the only ones he attended until collego.

He has "no comment®™ on his life in the armed services.

The high school made him aware of hia speclal abili-
tles, and so 41d several townspeople. His preparation for
citizenshlip, so far as an appreclation of representative
government 1s concerned, 1s something for which "I must
thank the American Leglion, school, and Boy Scouts, in that
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order.” Xoe tnipks that the high school did well in discie
plinary training and that student self-government was a

good thing, His home life gave him a good idea of what mare
riage should be. On philosophy of lifet

Outside my own family, I owe a great deal to two
individuals for the development of my philosophy-=Mrs.
Russell and Rev. England. It is interesting that all
three of these sources were outside the school sphere.
His activities durlng high school years were: swimning,

hiking and pleying baseball with the Boy Scouts, the DeMolay
basketball team, fishing, hunting, and chess. YSmall town
life encouraged development of outdoor sports.® Everything
in the field of music was of interest %o him, and he also
participated In @ramatics and special assembly programs.
During senior high he acted as delivery boy for hls father
part of every day and all day Saturdays. He tells aboul be-
ing disciplined in high school:

Twice, I guess. One time I had to stay after school
for awhile several days to make up time fcr belng tardy.
Another time I was reprimanded for deliberately playing
hooky with 3 other senior boys. This resulied in emw
barrassing me, as the other fellows were punished and I
was notl .

Of high school in generals

Comparing my high school background with that of
other people whom I have known in the service, college,
and elsewhera, I have realized that Hardin High School,
88 vell as the entire educaticnal system in Iardin, of=
fers excellent schooling, and social experlences.

Boy % financed all but one year of ccllege "with the

ald of the G. I, Blll.%* He jolned a fraternity in college,

took part in sports (swimming, handball, tennis, canoelng,
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fraternity volley-ball team). He helped publish the Pilgrim
Fellowshlp Lenten Devotlon Booklet. Hls musical activities:
choir of a Minneapolls churchj German Club German Band {cla-
rinet)§ male quartet (later octet), Pilgrim Foundation; fra-
ternity chorus. He took part in the production of " Qur
Town" by the Pilgrim Foundation. He had several chalrmane
ships for varlous organizations. Besides hls fraternity, the
Pilgrim Foundatlon, and DeMolsy, he became a member of Phi
Beta Kappra.

In 1950, he recelived the B, A. degree, magna cum
lande, at the University of Minnesota, and was honored at the
Court of Honor Banquet given by the Minneapolis Chamber of
Commerce. His B, 8. degrese was conferred in 1953 by the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Medlical School. The M. D. was granted
that year, too. Hg recelved his Internship certificate in
Seattle a2nd has also been in residence in a California hos-
pital. He 1s Just beginning his career Iin medicine,

T did not plan to study medlicine prior to the time I
enrolled in the University of Minnesota. Vhile in high
Bchool I planned to study music, or botany and horti-
culture, or possibly law, as my life?s work, While in
the service I seriously considered entering the minis-
try, but I finally decided %o study dentistry and I ob-
tained an entrance appointiment to the Unlversity of Min-
nesota with this intentlion. However, on the day I pre~
sented [myself]| at the University for class registra-
tion, I declided to change to pre~med., and so I found
my way into the fleld of medicine.

At high school graduation, Boy 4 tied with Boy One

for first honors. He stcod at the 99th percentile, total

in the Sones-Harry test for two years Iin succession. His
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His music teacher has said that Boy % was a consclentious
plano student, who practiced diligently, and that he was a
nfine boylwlH+

Bor 3

The father of this boy is a retall merchant with a
high school education. The boy's mother has been a teacher;
her schooling included some college work. The fanily has
German and English blood, but at least one branch of it has
been in America for a long time; the mother 1s actlive in the
Daughters of the American Revolutlion. Of hls childhood, Boy
5 says:

I remember my home life, while still in grade school,

to be centered wvery much about the famlly group. I
vorked with Dad in his wocodworking shop,while some
friends made a practice of seeing the show. We {(Dad &
I) hunted together every fall. F and I were both
included in the folks' vacatlons, regardless of vwhere
they were going. I especially remember a trip to Chi-
cago when I was about 13 years old for a Leglon conven-
tion. I liked wery much to get out with Dad to hunt
and fiShc

He entered the Hardin schools 1in grade two and went
¢lear through t¢ high school graduation. In the middle
grades and Junlor high, he sngaged In "sandlot baseball and
basketball every year.® He was In Boy Scouts, went to Sune
day school, and was in the grade school drum and bugle
corps, Summers and after school, when he became old enough
for the work, he was truck driver and yard man for the fam-

1ly busimss.l He was once butchert!s helper at the meat

Wirs. Bossle Russell, interview. Hardin, Hontana,
January 23, 1955.
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The early grades were interrupted by 1llness. Before the
fifth grade, "I had missed as much as one out of every three
school days during one year."
In high school, he liked music and drafting; and
Jater he was grateful that he had learned to type., He did
not learn to s tudy in high school, though, and he learned
little soclally. His reward came for his study of music when
he became a member of an army band early in his military life.
In that capacity I was with a higher educated group of
?3?‘b9ﬁ§u§§a§e§§§ ﬁgig‘tokéiaigf;liértzgexéggdfas bet-
About other advantages or shortcomings of high schools
belfe%goﬁggéc?:miggﬂ?agginbg‘:ggtsngggflgggéhér.tﬁag

have the biology, which 1s not necessary for an engi -
neen X could have had the chen,

I have found much satisfaction in my worke X credit
the lion®s share to my folks. 4 lot I thank J. N. Thompw
son and a few of my teachers for. I strongly feel that
it was the individuals rather than the gchool that
helped me most. A blanket wvote for the school would ine
clude some individuals who I don't believe helped elther
myself or my classmates. I believe my drafting has sl~
ways been a little better than the average. This I
thank Mr. Goller for.

He became acquainted early with the fleld of work that
appeals to him, thanks to hils parents. Good grades in high
school math. and sc¢lence contridbuted to his plan to become
an engineer. He enjoyed "responsible freedom™ when he was
excused from afternoon study halls to work at the lumber
yard, and he thinks that the plan was good--that 1t, along
with "the confidence my parents placed in me," was a step
toward the development of good citizenship. His high school
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activities were thesa: B squad basketball; referee for
grade school basketball (senior year)s drummer in the dband,
in & dance corchestra {(senior year), and for the Oronyx Club
drill squadj reporter on the school paperj actor in the jun-
lor plays; class officer. The only thing about English that
he liked was public speaking, He did not like bilology, and
physics was hard; the other courses were easy. All math.
and drafting were a pleasure. Boy 5 4ld not study very hard
in high school, he says, spending very little home time on
lessons. He carried the Billlings Gaztie to Hardin subscrib-
ersy though, and worked for his father. He tells of hls ex~
perience with school disclplinet
About my first year a guy tripped me and I swatted
him back and the teacher saw me. I got a slap across
the face that bent my glagses. I was also evicted {rom
blology for not disecting a frog and drawing pictures of
him. That was ny fault entirely.
Of the schools contribution to happy marriaget
The only thing X can pin down in this line is the
thought that responsibility, education, etc., all pos-
81bly make marriage ¢asier, and parenthood follows, I
feel that the itransition from single life to married’
life 13 quilte abrupt and with children soon following,
the better prepared you are for the break {whether it be
taught in school, life, or what have you) the sooner you
willl take it Iin stride.
His opinions on the faculty:

I believe I had very gocd instruction while in high
school. Not to lay 1t on thick, I really belleve that.
There were a couple of teachers that had no business inw
structing, but, with few exceptions, they were good.

This boy thinks that travel was an important aspect

of his educations
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My parents never left my sister and me with a 'sitter?t
while they vacationed, We traveled with them all over
the state, to Chicago, to Virginia when Dad was 1in the
Navy, etc. This I consider perhaps my *finest educationt
for future years, I feel that if it can be done, travel
will take the place of many dull class room hours.

This boy took a B. &, in architectural engincering,

financing about 90%Z of his college expenses, with the ald of
the G. I. Bill, by working in the famlly business at honme
and driving a taxi in his college town, A% college, he in-
nmersed himself Iin musical activitlies; he was in the percus-
slon section of the Marching Band and the Concert Band, and
commander of the R.0.T.C. Band., He Joined a fraternlity, the
student chapter of the Montana Chapter of the Amerlican In-
stitute of Architects, Ski Club, and Associated Independ-
ents. He played intramural volleyball. Ha alsc got married.
Finishing e¢ollege in 1951, he went into the Army--~
to Fort Ord, 1o engineer officerts school in Virginia, and,
as post engineer (design branch), to Tokyo. Lately he has
been an architectural draftsman in professional establishe
ments, apprenticing for his license to practice architecture.
Ho adds a positscript to hls questionnaire:s
Again, I think 4travel should be emphasized. A per-

son should be encouraged to travel., Make-up classes or

material should be kept at a minimum for the student

vho is fortunate enocugh to be able to travel. And I be-

lileve courses that make a student think for himself are

extremely valuable. Those that make him memorize do not

prepare him for the future vhera the most wvaluable ag-

sets of life are to be able to think right and to be

able to find and apply material that he needs. .
Looking back, 1t seems that most courses in high school

are based on memorizing.,  « « And again, let me say
that parents were the welight that tipped the scales in
my case and helped agaln and again and still do vwhen

needed.
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Boy 5 18 the father of two small sons,.
Boy §

This boy's father, no% living now, was an office man,
the graduate of a business college. The mother is a teachexr
wvho toock her training in a teachers!' college. The boy gets
Scotch~Irish bleood from both parents, Norweglan from his
father, English and Welsh from his mother. His father's fa-
ther occupled himaelf at skilled labor. His maternal grand-
father, before coming to Montana, had been a superintendent
of schools in South Carolina and a clergyman. This grand-
father made a hobby of reading Greek, beslides dolng carpen-
try. The wife of this o0ld man was a former music teacher,
“very artistlce,™ her grandson says, educated at a finishing
school in South Caroclina, Of his chilldhood, Boy 6 sayss

I likxed all types of athletles, hunting, fishing, and

normal boys' pastimes. I took a trip to California at
the age of 7 years and again at the age of 12. I took
part in Boy Scouts and went on camping trips; also I

vent to church camp for a great many summers., Most all

gr gy adventuraes vere normal to all boys of early childe
Q0Q «

He wont through the Hardin schools from start to fin-
ish, At ning he started plano lessonsg, continuing for severw
al years. At ten he had a paper route., Hils mother, being a
teacher, took great Interest In his schooling, arnd:s

Many teachers comnented on amall abilities which came

to the surface, however nothing outstanding. Many of
the abllities have increased and hecome more useful as
time has gone on.

He enjJoyed the grades and Junior high and liked the

teachars. All studies seemed eagsy--geography and math. dee=
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lightful. He €éid a 1ittle home work during those years, He
He played baseball (summers) and basketball during all of
Junior highsi and, as a freshman, he Joined the football squad.
The chorus, along with plano and c¢larinet lessons, gave him
plenty of music. 1in ninth grade, he was on the main casts of
an operetta and another musical program. He was a Boy Secout
for two years, and, during all cf Jjunior high, he was active
in the youth group of his church. For five years he had a
paper route.

Ho lists hisg high school activities:

Football~~played & yrs., lettered 33 basketballe~
played 4 yrs., lettered 2; tracke~-ran 4 yrs., letisred 13
baseball--played 2 summers; co-captain, football team,
hth year.

Chorus--% yrg; band--% yrs.

Class pla{, years 3 and 43 principsl part in operetta~-
years 2, 3, %; sang sole, Potpourri, Lth year.

Repcrter, school paperj 8Snow King, Rainbow-DelMclay for-
mal th yearj Student Councll rep.~-3d year, vice-presi-
den%-mhth Years rresident, Civics Club--1s8t year.

de liked math. and scmetimes history and English, but

he d1d not enjoy shop, bescause he 13 not mechanical. He did

not study nmuchj extracurricular duties took a lot of time, but
he does not think he would have studled even without them. He
was dlseiplined (Justly) on occasion, He had "many good teachw

ers," but, as a group, he considers their discipline lax. At
High School Week, Montana State College, he was top of the Har-

din group in the tests.*S In grades at home, however, several

1*513. M. Goller, Principal, Hardin High School, inter-
view. Hardin, Montana, May, 1955.
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several of the group were ahead of him, This boy has not

vyet entered college.

Boy 2
This boy 13 a brother of Boy 6. He says these things
of his childhood:s

I had a wonderful time during my childhood days in
hardin.  « o My first love affalr was when I kissed a
girl at the age of six. 8he moved away a few years la=-
ter, and I haventt seen her since, but 1t fts something
I‘li never forget. The other extrems 13 that my brother
and I have been fighting since I can remember. Dad finale~
ly bought us & palr of boxing gloves to use to settle our
arguments. If they hadn't increased our love of fightw
ing, we might have stopped, but, as it was, we enjoyed 1t
80 much that we never d4id stop until I graduated from high
school. I dldnt't feel I was o0ld enough to smoke until X
was age tvelve, when I smoked my first cigarette., My set-
ond was at tho age of seventeen. Prom the time I was six,
I've spent many of my summers travellng over the Western
states. BSome of the trips I'll never forget.

His mother, and baby sitters, used to read to him-w
fairy tales and other stories. He could read, count, draw,
and pick out basic colors before he entered school at age 6.
He was always expected to do small chores around the house and to
to keep his own clothes pickad up. He helped in the care of
his younger brother. Then he went to school; he enjoyed 1t:

Yes. I feel cne of the reasons is because I was al-

ways the head of the class until I wasg about 12, and
people always asked me advice, I also liked everyone, and
i think they liked me.
Vhen he was in the third grade, his mother went back to teach-
tng. Of the middle grades, he says:
The fellows I ran around with in the fifth grade had
a basketball team and wouldn't let me play on it with

them. At the time, this hurt me more than I imagined
anything could.
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In the seventh grade, I wrote a story about a dog, the
story being fictitiocus and wrltten about a plcture I had
once seen. The teacher and the c¢lass gave me s0 many
compliments on how good it was that I realized I could do
things I wanted to i1f I knew they were appreciated.

In the middle grades and Jjunior high, this boy found
geograrhy and history both hard and boring. Math., English,
and musie¢ were easy. He liked literature, story writing, and
musice; dbut he studled very little outside of school. For five
years, beginning at eleven, he studled piano. During these
years, he was a Boy Scout, tock part in many church programs,
belonged to the English Club at school one year, sang in the
elghth grade glee c¢club, and always competed in the annual
marble tournament, The last three years, he played intra-
mural basketball. For money, he mowed lawns, raked leaves,
and collected bottles--all occasional Jobs. Once he broke
his leg and missed a month of school, He endured diseipline
many timea, once unjustlye.

In college and in the Navy, he has felt the advan-
tage or disadvantage of his high school tralning. He could
have used s0lld geometry; hig English stcod him in good stead,
and so 414 history and typing. Further, he sayst

High school training in musie has been of the great-
est help to me, in college, civilian 1ife and military
l1ife. It has helped me to agireciate the difference bhe-
tween good and bad music of fferent types and farms,
as I hear them all.

+ » » Every fellow should have the chance for traln-
in§ in the art of woodworking, mechanics, etc., as he
will use 1t coniinuously throughout his entire iifetime.

s o o Participating in sports glves a person a vast
understanding and appreciation of 1ty even though the

training may never be used once out of high school.
e ¢« «» Dranmatics have glven me awast appreciation and
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a finer knowledge of drama at 1its best or 1its worst,
while 1t has also given me the courage to participate in
functions that require specsking in public.

Particlipating In school govt. showed me that no mat-
ter what the issue may be, or how you nmay feel about it
individually, not everyone will agree and the majorlty
rules.,

In social life:

High school helped but didn't do as much as it could
toward a happy form of soclal 1life. Even though every-
one 1s different, all should be given nore of a chance to
participate In vhat FEW! activities the schaol offers.

A small porticn of school time should be offered for
a dancing c¢lass. Also the students should have a chance
to run certain.things themselves, gilving them a chance
to better the school in thelr own right, while they also
have a chancae to give the school and student council a
good name and place of 1its own.

In the Navy, high school helped him:
To pass certain qualifyling tests, thus giving me a chance
at one of the best schocls the Navy offers. This past
training aiso helped me to acqulire a high mark cn the
General Classification Test, which will follow me all

through militery life and gilve chances for future ad-
vancament.

Lacked & hobby to spend my spare tliwe on. High school

should offer some kind of help for hobby enthusiastz=.

Heo thinks that he would be betiter prepared in math,
1f his instructor had been given enough tine to spend on hisg
class senlor year. He says that aptitude tests t aken In
school called to hiz attention some of his sbilities. He
thinks that high schoel students dc not learn enocugh about
govermment, and that student government is insufficiently
democratie, besides belng lax about the ohservance of rules.
About right and wrongi "Throuch relationships with school
mates and the activities I encountered, I realize how wrong

& person can be, though he thinks he's right."
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The activities of Boy 7 during high school yearss

Sports mgr., Jr, & &r.y3 DeMolay Bowling team, Jr. &
Sre.j A.B.C. League bowling, 1 team, Jr., and 2 teams,
sr.g Jr. Legion Baseball, 2 yrs.

ctette, 2 yrs.j mailn cast of operetta, 2 yrs.§ DeMo-
lays, maln part in degrees~~Chevalier degree; assistant
editor, annuals ?'queen” of the nmixer, Soph.j Jr. class
preglident; Soph. vice-preslident; Student Councll rep.

Hizh school wasg easy, and Boy 7 got along on practi-

cally no study. Musle, drama, and math. were favorite pur-
suita. The only obstacle to his progress was "laziness.® At
home, he had the duties of keeping the yard and repgbing the
house when necessary. He was "one of the most mlschlevous
kids in school,® and now he wishes that teachers had been a
little more strict. He has other suggestions, too:

Many students have a great pctential for the future,
but are never given the opprortunity or help to prove
themselves, &ome of the difficulties are lack of il
nances, lack of assligtance, or maybe pcraocnal reasons.

If the school offered more of a chance for Individual
accompilshments such as dramatics & debating ;eams dpho~
Mﬂ

RETeRRL Ran Rias T P oo of
This boy had one year at college before entering the
Navy. He wag pledged to a fraternity, was in the Concert
Chorug. Work with a selsmograph c¢rew partlially payed his
way. When he 18 out of the Navj, he Intends to finish his

course in electrical engineering.

Boy 8

Boy 8 has an Irish-English-American, Norweglan-Danishe
American famlly background, with a decided musical bent show-
ing on both sides. Hls father, a business man, had a high
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gchool education, and his mother spent two years in business
school after high school. One grandfather was a lawyer and
the other a merchant. The questionnaire of Boy 8's brother
states that the lawyer dled a violent death. The paternal
grandmother wag a nurse, with two years of jJunior college.
&he paints, loves music, and 18 preoccupled "with drama and
the arts.” The other grandmother {quoting Boy 9) was an
*ideal mother."™ The two parents of these boys are apparent-
ly people busy with interests: musle, square dancing, bridge,
crafts. Boy 8's brief sketch of his childhoodt
I was a member of Cub-Boy Scouts. UGained many oppor-
tunitlies~~i,e, travel, comradeship, practical education,
etc. Traveled to East for Boy Scout Jamboree. Next
year « » « to Europe for World Jamboree. Parents big
encouragement in all flelds of my endeavors. Usually
went to Utah every sunmer for a 2 wk. vacation. Very
enjoyable.
His family used to read to hin~-"Grimmts felry tales-~the
0z bocks." At five he entered a city school, coming to Hare
din in the slxth grade. "I read falrly well before school
started. Very elementary books, of course,™ he says. He
met with encouragement in early childhood:
Enecouraged greatly by parents. Also by teachers vwho
recognized a studentts abllity and were always ready with
ise and--encouragement. Facllity with which I accom-
plished studies was helpful.
Although he enjoyed school when very young, he liked 1t bet-
texr later. ‘He took music lessons-~"Always I'm havink to
practisgse da peeanoli{"-~from the ages of eight to fourteen.
Junilor high was easy, music and math. interesting.
He 4d1d a 1ittle homework in those years and entered all acw

tivities that had to do with nmusic., All four years, he was
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very active in Boy Scouts as well as in his church. He be-
came a deacon, a position Macgquired after learning certain
doctrines, & policy of the Church." To earn money, he was

a "soda~Jerk, station attendant, handyman," during summers.
To the questions "Were you ever dlseciplined in school? Just-
ly or unjustly?" he answarss

Yes, justly usually« Very seldom maltreated. If 80--
accepted it as teacher's-«or discipliner?s (?) mistake.

Once later, in high school, he met with unjust discipline:

A boy made a clerical error in a problem at the board,
I whispered his mistake to him sc as not to waste the
class's timg--and=--bang--~instructor grabbed me {from be-
hingd) b¥ the hair and threw me into a chalr. Embarrassed
--but 1t was funny--I laughed 1t off later.

Although in e¢cllege he has found that his high school

preparation was good, he says:

If peossible, I think the high school should give the
szudent more ideas about what he will choose for a voca-
tion.

He 1s appreciative of the chances he had in high school to

try himself outs

Had to observe school regulations. But I learned that
there can be room for discussion.

+ s &« Student Council took several steps on its own,
I was given the go-shead on many jobs (school, music
undertakings), learned what & what not to do by this
practical experiencs,

His high school activities, which he holds in *high esteem:"

Played football 1 year. « « intramural other sports,.
Held leads in 4 operettas. All feostivalse-at M.8.U, and
district musie festivals. Sang in gquartette and ensem-
ble. Junior play, Senlor play, as actor. Also dramatics
manager. Editor, high school annual, Junior prom chalre
man. Class vice-president, band president, and three
times on Student Council.
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Musle and math. were his favorite high school sub-
Jects., Some subjects he disliked becaunse of their presenta~
ticn., He studled only iIn study halls, with occasionally an
extra hour.

Boy 8 has spent two years in college, partially fi-
nancing his education as a surveyor and service station
attendant. In collegze, he has not engaged in sports but has
vorked extensively in musical activities. His major has been
musie, but, if he continues college, he may switch to liver-
al arts, He hasg had an office In his fraternity, and in his
clazs, and belongs to the ment's honor soclety. He ls a mem=
ber of other clubs and has held several chairmanships. For
tvo years he was ocn the honor roll and at least once hearly
topped 1t.h5 The venturing nature cf this boy 1s suggested
by a story in the Hardin Tribune-Herald“? telling of an
elghty mile river trip by rubder rafi. Boy 8 was involved
in a nmishap:

the  students Feperted, but the thres ranaged to grab 11fe
Pleted the trip In the remaiming rour Fafts. o 0 oo
At high school graduation, this boy ranked first in

a class of sixty-seven.

“1onor Roll for Spring Quarter. Missoula, Montanas
Montana State University; June, 1955.

11 “7Hardin Tribune-Herald, op. Sit., Jwne 16, 1955,
Pe .
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Boy 2

This boy is the brother of Boy 8. He says:

My childhood was very normal and uneventful. It was
composaed of the conventiocnal mixture of pleasurse and pa=
thos, and salted very lightly with work. My father was
rather a stern disciplinarian, but very failr. Sassing
my mothey was the only real crime, I never swore,
smoked, or participated in the usual boylsh mlsdemean=
ors. My parents gave me every encouragement, as far as
school goes. I could read any books I cared to, and I
read many. Sports and outdoor pastimasiicolleeiions and

games occupled my time. The only traveling I &id was
during one of the family moves, an occumence every three

Jears.
He started school at five, but his family soon moved

to Montana, where he began the first grade again. As a small
child, he helped around home, and, at nine, he had his firs¢
paper route. In general, he made high grades, but he does
not remember liking gchool, in the lower grades or later.

In junior high, all subjects but reading bored him. In
twelve years of school, he practically never did home work.
He engaged In football, basketdball, and track, in junior
high, and was a Boy Scout. Of church, he says, "Disliked
intonsely~-forced tec attend unless I could think of a way
out.” His childish business ventures consisted of carrying
papers, shoveling snow, and mowing lawns.

His high school math., and science tralning was an
advantage to him in college, Of sports, he says, "Regret
now having played football, waste of time, never thought it
was 'Fun.'" He 1is no longer particularly interested in
' school governmenti he wishes to devote time Instead to “"per-
sonal projects."” College soclal life was "Just more of the
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same thing." He bellieves that high school should ¥place more
emphasis on citizenShip-;Arts,” and that in pudlile speaking
"4t "passes up many chances to give experience.® In high
school, he thinks, "little attention was given to careers of
'any but tspeclal aptitude' students." He was evidently one
of those, for he says that aptitude and achievement tests
given in =chool called hls attention to his special abilities.
His father also interested him in careers.

In high school practice of citizenship, he thinks
that it would be better 1f a student filed for office, rather
than waiting to be nominated and elected to a Jjob, perhaps
ong that he did not want. He couid "expound at length" on
the lack of training for citizenship in high school. He wants
nong of the ungue stioning observance of regulations. He
does not remember hearing the "privileges and hazards of
freedon™ mentioned often In school. The school prepared him
for marriage and parenthood "only indirectly, due to acci-
dental assocclation with females.®

Boy 9's participation in high school activities was
as rfollowss 3 years lettering in footbally senioi plays
various chalirmanships (dances, picnics, etc.); class presi-
dent, 2 years (also 8th grade president)s basketball, 1
year; paper staff; Student Councl]l president, senlor year.

He had a paper route and worked at a service sta-
tion for four years.

Of high school, he says:
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Standards wer much too low, even poor students
werentt forced to study. Little chance to develop tal-
ents, Unless you were athletic, or had a good volce,
you simply could not expand., I perscnally never ran in-
to these frustratlions-«but I always felt that other stu-
dents 41d not receive the attention I did.

Boy 9 went on to college and got a B, S. in geology.

He mays that his parents and the Navy really financed hisg
education, though he worked as a laberatory technlelan dupre
ing student years. He jolned a fraternlty and acted once as
its president, once astreasurer. He alsc belonged to an
 honorary geoclogical soclety, to the plsgtol team, and to the
chess club. He found time for bridge, too. He engaged in
intramural sporist boxing (varsity for avhile), wrestling,
football, softball, basketball, horseshoes,

He has a contract with the Navy, he says, wvhich spe~

ecifies his remaining single. He intends to take further
tralning some dayj; his ambition is to‘bécome a business exec-

utive,.

Boy 10

This boy, now married to Girl 2, entered the Hardin
schools in the 4th grade. His father is a %teacher, working
toward a Masterts degree at present, H1is mother had one
quarter of college. Farming was the family occupation, on
both sides, in the past two generatlions. One grandfather
finished 8th grade and the other high school. One grandmo-
ther finished high schoolj the other went to college. There
ias German, Scotch, Irish, French, and Dutch blood in this
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boy'!s velns., Here are the bhoy!s own words on his childhoods

Baefore moving to Hardin we lived in three smsll Mon-
tana towns, where Dad was a school teacher. Because of
the small populations, we . . » played together more
than with other kids, especially and I. I have ne-
ver enjoyed playing in too large a groupe Our home 1ife
has always been falrly peaceful, and opportunities for
hobbies and play were glways plentiful. I have had many
hobbies, model airplane building, stamp collecting, varie
ous other collecting hobbles, and the one which lasted
the longest and is still going on, photography.

My most exciting adventures were the hunting and
fishing trips that and I used tc take during high
school daysSs o + »

My travels are limited to one trip to the West Coast,
when I wag 7 years old. It took all summer. I swan 1in
the ocean, climbed the foothill of Mt. Hood, and went to
ny first amusement park. Itve begen through Yellowstone
Park quite a few tinmes, and traveled qulte a bit around
the Sheridan-Hardin-Blllings (up tec Livingston) area.

I had a 'girl friend! all during grade school, not
the same one all the time, 2, or 3, or &% different ones.
* %

Yo never had a baby sitter after I was six. We al-
ways knew where Mom and Dad were, though., . + »

My teachers wvere always encouraging. Parents are
alwvays proud of their childrents secomplishments. My
parents were no exception.

He liked school very much, in primary years, and continued
to enjoy 1t. His mother read to her children at homej he
st1ll has his first beok, A Child's Garden of Verses.

In Junior high, math., science, and history were
much enjoyed. Grammar and spelling were a little boring,
"the things I now know the least about and have & great need
for. B8clence was the favorite. He did no homework,

Junior high activities weres B sguad in basketbally
track team (won lst in half-mile at county-wide track meet)s
a Christmas musical play; a minstrel show (end man); Cub and
Boy Scouts, reaching second c¢lass wvhen Scouts were dlsbanded

in the ninth grade; Methodist Youth Fellowship (president for
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two years). His only experience with discipline, to grade

10, came earlys

I was spanked during my first grade. I as yet do not
know the reasonj; Dad might, but I don't think so.

Of his high school training, he sayst

I was able to omlt the first quarter of college mathew
maticas because of ny H. 8, math., and a test I took to
gee 1f I could omit 1it.

I think the science department at Hardin was at least
as good as any in the state. ¥Was able to skip 1lst guar-
ter of college chemistry because of He S. chemistry.

In English, he "got only Ct'g" in college. He thinks that 1t
fwould have bhoen nice” to have German or French in high
school, rather than the Latin which he 4id have. HHe learnesd
nuch from holding c¢lass and organization offices. "I think
that my high school soclal life was very adequate,% he says,
#and that the teachers went ocut of thelr way to aid in the
schoolt!s soclal l1ife.”" That he was so well prepared for
nedical school, he attributes to the efforts of school and
parents.,

Itye wanted to be a physiclan for as long as I can re-
member. Dad says I wanted a Dr. kit when I was about 6.
Got 1t, too! During 4th and Sth grades, I considered be~
ing a minister-~thls was the influence of Reve. Clair L.
Harrls, who was the Methodisgt minister at that tims.
¥hen he left, I went back tc wanting to be a Dr. (M.D.).

¢« » ¢« I an very glad that the school has (I think,
an{way) something of cownseling service. It might not
he those wno have already made up thelr minds about
their life's work, but it wlll benefit the rest groatly.

He thinks that student government, in his time, was

not actually by the students, As yresident of the Student
Counclil, he observed that the opinicns of that body were dls-

regarded when they were contrary to theose of the administra-
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tlon. "I do not bellove this is the way to teach good citi-
zenchip and show people their responsibllities,” he says.
Though history and clvicg classas, as well as the law-abld-
ing character of teachers and parents, were all good iniro-
duetions to clitizenship, "I wish we could have had a shori
discussion a eouple of times a week on current events--the
newspaper being the firs% bookw-to discuss the consequences
of various world happenings.¥le suggests another laprovement:

I bsllieve that some type of courtshlp and marriage

course would be good. Another problem might be~-how will
the students accept such a course? I deflinitely believe
that something has to be taught along moral llnes by the
school.

His high school activities weres football, 3 years,
co-captain hth yearj boys'! octette and operetta, Wth year;
lead in Junlor and senlor plays; sports editor for the papery
rhotographer for the amnualj class officer once; Student
Counell, 2 years, one cof which he spent as president. Other
activitiess

I 414 morning dishes at home, and during the spring

Jim, John y and I would pléw out at Warrents after
school until 10 p,m.--this only lasted a couple of weecks
each spring.

Discipline In hizh gchools

Yes, Justly. Mrs. Riebeth sent Jim ____ and me to
study hall for a week for talking too much in class,

His £ifth year of college has just ended., Doing farm
work, driving a e¢ity bus, and acting as orderly in a hospi~
tal, he has financed hig schooling, with a little help from
his parents, and much from his working wife since his mar-
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riage. He belongs to a medical fraternity, in which he has
been an officer,
At high school graduation, Boy 10 ranked second in a
class of forty-one. In college, he maintalned .a good

scholastic standing.

Boy 11

The family heritage of this boy 1s mostly Scandinavi-
an. His fatherts father came to this country from Sweden in
1876. His father's mother came from the same country in the
1880¢3. Bhe was deeply religious. The boyt!s mother is Nor-
weglan; her parents came to America in 1883. One of the
grandmothers had had no educations the other three grand-
parents had been to "common school.? The boyte father has
a B. 8. in agriculture and is in agricultural extension
work. His mother had ¢two years of high school. Her career
has been that of "household executive." The boy's father's
family evidently had a background of farming, his motherts
one of crafts (carpentry). His home life was normal, he says.

My folks were not especially strict but still many

things were expected of us. Congsequently, we were very
faithful to Sunday School, helped a lot arocund the house,
and were encouraged to read. Dad believed that travel
was a good way of teaching, so the famlly took trips
each gummer to varloug places in the U. 8. The high~
1ight of my youth was a trip to Detroit, New York, Wash-
ington, etc, That I still vividly remember.

At s8ix he started school in Billings; he entered the
Hardin schools vhen he was in the second grade. In those

days, "Mother read us many stories.®™ He felt bad when he

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



uégﬂ

had to leave the Broadwater School in Billings and go to Har-
din. "Hovever, the Hardin school put me In 2A and I seemed
to do well there (under Miss Batty)," he says. After a dis-
couraging fist grade in Blllings, he learned to like schoolj
he received much encouragement from parents and teachers a-
like. In the fourth and £ifth grade years, he studled pi-
ano.

As he progressed through school, he found math, a
1ittle hard, and grammar a little boring, but he still en-
Joyed school. Geography and history wvere his favorite jJjunior
high subjects., He made & practice of studying at hone.

His junior high activitles weres Dbasketball; junior band,

3 yearss; one operetiaj Boy Scouts, 3 yearsj church and Sun-
day school always. He did much reading, especially dog and
aﬁventure tales, most of which came from the publiec library.
For money, he did odd jobs, and started clerking in a store
during the ninth grade-~dally work during the summers. Once
he was disciplined unjustly.

In general he thinks that his high school studles
wvore thorough, and that the drawlng practice which he had
there was particularly valuable later, since it pertained
to his future career of architect. In the armed services,
high schocl math. and mechanical drawing *helped a great
deal.” Although he played basketball for a couple of years,
he does not think that the experience was of particular vazue
later. In preparing students for citizenship and social life,
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he thinks that the school made some effective effort, and
that “some teachers help develop a sense of values.® He
credits the school for encouraging him toward his career,
not by calling attention to speclal abilities, but by pro-
moting “general advancement in confidence in onets own sgelf,
which I feel 1s important in many ways."

Hls other activities during high school: four years
of band; the lead In the senlor class play, "Girl Shy;®

writing for the paper; acting as president of the senior
class, the Student Counecil, and Methodist Youth Fellowship.

He found high school sublects easy except math., and
physics, History and drawing he liked best, and there was
no subject which he really disliked. He di1d not study very
hard--an hour or two per day. For three years, he worked
two hours a day after school, clerking in a store. He was

not disciplined in high school.
Boy 11 has a B. S. in archltecture, with an additlion-

al year of post graduate work. He wholly flnanced his edu-
cation. In collegas he was a fraternlity member, as well as
member of the architectural honorary fraternity and the stu-~
dent chapter of American Institute of Architects, and the
nen's honorary soclety. He also had three major chalrman-

shlps and worked on wvarious publications.
Thisg young man has been married for almost five years.

Ho has a son and a daughter. Hls work as an architeet 1s

his cholce of professions.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-7lw
Bov. 12
Both of this boy's parents went through the 8th grada.
His mother 1is in charge of a bus dopot and also acts as eclerk
in a drug store; his father 13 a laborer. Ancestors came
from England, Scotland, and Holland. Boy 12 sayst
childhood, A1though my fulks aidnts have much in the
Tha big move from Iowa %o Homtana came When I was six.
He started school at five in Iowa, entering the sgsec-
ond . grade when he came $to Hardin. He llved on a farm dur-
ing these early years, and he does not recall enjoying school.
get %grguégciii’agg g%:éﬁft? go?lmgg :gﬁgs:éggtwggrtg
shy (don't laugh) country boy like me was difficult.

By the time he reached junior high, he did enjoy
school., His activities during those years weret unorgan-
ized sports; band in 8th and 9th grades; a small play for
which he got his flrst sult; Cub and Boy Scouts, 3 years;
and, for about & years, active participation 1in church groups.
In the economic area, he advanced from mowing lawns to clean-
Ing a local store to a store clerkts job (elghth grade).

In college, he found himself well prepared by high
school math, and sclence courses. He blames his lack of in-
terest in English for any deficiency felt In that field.
*Typing was especlally helpful when time came for those term
papers™® Having taken part in high school sports gave him a
widened interest in college. High school, he thinks,could do

'mcre to prepare teen-agers for social life; and further:
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+« » «» There should be more emphasis on career guid-
ance in high school. As I recall, after graduating fronm
high school I had practically no idea of what kind of a
career or occupation * wanted., I don't mean that the
scheol should necessarily strive to have every student
plek a profession then & there, but present material giv-
ing the aspects of different professions & vecations.

I like the scientific profession I an in, gnd I do
gilve my high school credit for what I consgider a prettiy
goed background. However, it was not until the latter
part of my second year of college that 7 picked a spe-
cialized fileld. Dur1n§ thege first two years, I had sorie
ously considered qultting college. « » » Finaily, after a
good talk with the Dean of the Sclence Division, I made
my decision., I am indebted to him and to certa colw~
lege instructors, as well as the college as a whole.

In high achool, Boy 12 spent two years on the foot-
ball squad, three in the band. He was stage manager for the
junior play, chairmsn of the Junior prom, president of his
c¢lass the third year, and president of the Student Council
the fourth. He always worked downtown after school. For
an unexcused absence from school, he was once requlred to
write a 3,000 word theme, He has since had the experience
of writing a Master's thesis. He obtalned an M, 8. in 1955,

He partilially financed hls own educatlion working on a
farm sumnmers. One year of graduate study was made possible
by & Natlonal Sclence Foundatlon Fellowship, and this wasg
followed by an appointiment as research assistant to complete
the requirements for his degree., He belongs to a blological
soclety (has been an officer), Phi Xappa Phl Honor Society,
and gnother fraternity. In college he married another Hare
din graduate and has an infant son. “There 1s a possiblli-
ty that I will go back for a PhD, " he says. At present, he

is a bacteriologlst for the U, S. Army.
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Boy 13

Hls father 18 a road engineer with an eighth grade
education; his mother, whé had a year of c¢olloge, has worked
a8 a librarian, Swedlsh bloocd prevalls in the ancestry, and
there 13 gome Irish and German.

: valinad °F SpaKPone Miferoveried poms bt g o s
or Just piddling. HNever did much reading and no study-
ing., I would have probably been betier off if I had.

Boy 13 always liked school and found it easy, except
Junior high English. He liked math. very much. During the
middle grades and Junior high, he spent flve years in sports,
five in musical activities, three in Boy Scouts, and four
in a church groups He worked at a £illing station, and 4did
odd Jobs, and had a peper route.

During the three years of senior high, he played
football (was team captalin when the Southern Dlvisional Chame
pionship was wen), played in the band, spent two years on
the first string in basketdball, was vice-president of his
class Junlor year and Student Council president senlor year.
He found high school easy but there vere no sub;ject# wvhich
bored him. He d41d almost no studying outside of school. He
was never disciplined. He liked the faculty.

Some high school experiences served him very well in
college: math., sciences, English, sports, and school govern=
ment, To these and to his homs he 15 indebted for finding
gatisfaction in his work. Persons ocutside of school first
interested him in an engincer's career. The schoel could
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have done more to prepare students for ecitizenship, he thinks,
although 1% daid make some contribution, mostly through stu-
dies, He values his experience 1n'extracurricu1ar activities.
In eollege, he played intramural football, belonged to Rodeo
Club and M Club, He Jolned a fraternity and the civil en-
glneering society. He partially financed his education.

| He stood first In a high school elass of fifty-four
students. Now he has a B. 8. in engineering and thinks that
he may take further training. He is at present a student
pilot in the U. 8, Alr Force.

Boy 1k

1ike his brother, Boy 13, he spent all of his school
years before college in Hardin, As a small boy, he did
chores at home. Afte} he started school, "My first grade
teacher gave me a gift for being the best student.”

He 1iked Jjunior high, where he took part in many ac-
tivities. A family friend recalls the ardcr and apparent
delight with which he played eighth grade basketball, some-
timesg frightening his mother (in the audience) by the speed
with which his small body hurtled toward the solid brick
wall behind the basket. He also tock part iIn music, Boy
Scouts, and a church group. He did not work to earn.

All of his high schcol courses and sports were an
advantage to him iIn college, as were schocol government and
the high school sgocial 1life. He thinks, though, that a

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-G
high sc¢hool R.0.T.C. would be a good thing.

His father's line of work, and the fact that he was
good in math., put the 1dea of engineering into his head.

In high school, he 414 these things: made straight
A's in freshman English, U. 8. History, and trig.y was in
band % years, in football &, in basketball 3, on the annual
staff; went to Boys' Statej acted as class treasurer, class
vice~president twlce, band president twice, and Student
Councll president as a senior. He graduated £ifth high in
a class of fifty-three. Outside of school, he played city
and lLegion baseball. There was no high school subject that
he disliked, and he thought the faculty "was great,"

Boy 1% expects to finish his training in c¢ivil en-
gineering, two years of which he has wholly financed by sum-
mer worke--doing surveying, which he learned in college. He
belongs to a fraternity and has played intramural football,
basketball, and softball. He is serving two years with the
Army before re-entering college. He was in Hawaill, as this
gtudy ended, where he had recently entered officerst! train-
ing school.

Boy 1%

This boy 1s the brother of Girl 6 and the husband of
Girl 20. He 41id not return his questionnalire, and so facts
about his life have come from school records and the state-
ments of his family and teachers. Hils father had business
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college training and now owns one of Hardin's larger busi-
nesses. He also owns a ranch. This fathert's parents came
from Norway. The boy's mother, who, in the past, made a
hobby of leading a Girl Scout troop, 1is greatly interested
in gardening, crafts, and everything artistic. She 414 not
finish high school, She has German, French, Irish, and Eng-
1ish blood. Her father was a dalry owner, farmer, and dle
caster. The questionnalre of Girl 6, which gives the family
information, sfates'that her mother made a practice of read-
ing to the children, when they were small, and that the fam-
11y enjoyed activitlies together, espeelally camping and tra-
veling. These parents took theilr children to Mexico City
once; fhey made some sort of educational expedition yearly,
before the war.

The boyts wife recalls belng impressed, during junior
high years, by the regularity with which this boyts father
would appear to fetch him home from evening festivities of
"the gang" under the street light on the corner near her
home.

In high school this boy was apparently a leader. He
was sonlor class president, and, in his fourth year, was
elected by the student body as the best boy citizen of the
high schoel., The local Masons gave him an award in recog-
nition of his school status. 7The girl who stood up beslde
him to receive a simllar award for being the best girl citi-
gen was his future wife. He played football, had a leading
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part in a ﬁinstral show, was in the band. He once organ-
1zed a solid geometry class, because he needed the subject in
preparing for engineering training. He 18 now a graduate en-
gineer.“s

In college, he Jjoined a fraternity and made the men's
honor soclety as a freshman, Just before his Junior year, he
and Girl 20 were married, and before his graduation, he was
father of a daughter. He worked in the c¢ollege book store
and also 4id chores, someflimes, on a small farm, to help pay
college and living expenses. 49

The Korean war began whille he was in ¢college, and,
since he had been in R.0.T.C., he Jolned the infantry immedl-
ately upon graduation. Hils second child was born at an Army
post. 8Soon Boy 15 was in Korea, on the front line (White
Horse Mountaln), where he spent many months before hostile
1tles ceased.50

How this young man works in his father's Hardin busi-
ness, where he hag some major responsibilities.51 He has
four children.

kaStatement of Boy 15's mother-in-law.
¥91bid,

59£E£2~ Also see Boy 15's colored slides, taken in
Korea. These have been shown at the Congregational Church
and other places in Hardin.

511piq.
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Boy 16

¥y home life was happy and our famlily was a fairly
cloge knit group. My greatest Interest during this time
was entirely sports. I went to Nebraska 3 times to vie
81t my grandparents and this was always a pleasant ex-
perlenca., + « »

My mother and sister used to read to me, usually
childrents storles and comic becks,

Occasionally my folks would be gone when I would get
home from school so I would 4o all the chores such as
milking & feeding cattle, pigs, chickens.

At the beginning of the second grade, I remember I
was 8 terrible speller. I worked on it qulte & bit
though and cne time when the t eacher (Mrs. Dehnert) left
the room she told me to give the c¢lass the spelling les~
son. I was 80 flattered that after that I always
worked hard on spelling and got good grades in it.

These are the boyt!s words acout his childhood and early
school lifae. He is the son of a farmer, and two of hls ele-
mentary years were spent In a country school. His father
finished the sixth grade and his mother the eighth. The Enge~
lish seaem to have the greatest representation on the family
tree, though there are Germans and Norweglans on 1t. The
boy!s mother is a housewife who also works in the kitchen at

a cafet,
Favorite subjects In Junlor high were history and

readings geography was boring. He studled at home sometimes.

And:

Played basketball for two years at Community Schoole.
Played softball on a team in a league Iin Hardin one sum-—
mer. Played baseball for Jr. Legion team as a freshe
man. Played on the B squad as a freshman (basketball).
I was elected president of the 7th grade music club, but
sﬁgrtiy thereafter I left Hardin and attendied Community
3 00k o :

At Community School) we usually had a special progran
for Thanksglving, Christmas, and at the end of school.

I was in all of these for two years. I di1dn't belong to

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



-7
sco:zs‘ihis time I was not a member of any church.
co ugl;;x; Ig‘i'gggg;"part of my reading matter came from the

Ha was disciplined in school, Justly, he says.

In high school, he liked best the histories and boock-
keeplng. He thought that math, and physics were hard, but
he d1d not dislike them. He was sonewhat lacking in mathe-
matics, he discovered, in college. H1is extracurricular high
school 1life included: ©basketball, B squad 9th and 10th
grades, A squad junior and senior yearss; football, third and
fourth yearss track, two yearss senlior plays senior annual
{editor-in~chief)s; the honor of being chosen "Mr, Hobo" at a
DeMolay hobo dancej two years on Student Councll, one as sec—
retary. During these years, he says, "I helped my dad farm
and did chores such asg milking, etec.3™ and, "I don't remember
ever being disciplined in high school.”

High school English, sports, and student government
helped him in college. He thinks that "the school could do e-
wn a little more than it has® in preparation for social life.
He d41id not learn how to study untll he reached college. He
1s glad that he went to Boy's State, where he learned much
about the operations of government.

After high school, thls boy went directly to college.
He financed his first year wholly, “except for an H. S. honor
scholarship.* Of this part of his schoolling, he says:

In the summer I worked for the State Highway Dept.,

and during school in the kitchen of the dining hall wagh-
ing pots and pansg 3 mos. at a grocery store and various

odd JObs »
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He joined a fraternity, and he was on the governing
body of his residence hall, besides being chairman of a Stu~
dent Union games committee. He played football, basketball,
and softball for his fraternity.

Bey 16 had third honor place at high school gradua-
“tion. He was listed on the university honor roll, spring

quarter,

Bov 17

His chlldhood:

Well, we traveled qulte a blt bvefore I started to
school. But most of all I lilke to remember when I was
about &% years o1d, we lived about 5 miles out on the
Little Horn. My father had two saddle horses, and he
would send me every day, riding one and leading one,
dowm to the water hole 2 miles away. I llked the feel~
ing of responsibllity he bestowed on me,.

This boy, as far as bloocd 1s concerned, 1s a hundred

per cent Norweglan. Which generation came £irst to America

is not apparent from his gquestionnaire. Hils paternal grand-
father was a farmer and forester, who had attended high

school and forestry schooli his mothert's father was a "farmep
and rancher,” who had been to school, though evidently not

to high scheool., One grandmother had attended school, and
perhaps the other had also. The boy's father 1s & high school
graduate, but his mother did not go to school after the eighth
grade.

A teacherts comment on the boy's permanent record card

statess
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Child is very bright. Began school in lst grade but
was promoted to 24 In Oct, Mother roports that he
%ggﬁ:}ed to read without having had any special instruc-

He started school at seven, he says, in Hardin. He
finished high school at sixteen ysarsg and five months. Since
hia record card shows no marks for grade 5B, he must have
skipped that half year, too. He himself says that he "could
read fluently® before he started to school, and did read any-
thing he could get his hands on. Others at home read to him,
also. He enjoyed school, though, in the early days, he sufl-~
fered the blow of losing a favorite teacher. On his father's
farm, he herded cows on horseback, rode fence, and ran er=
rands to the neighbors.

Hge liked the middle grades and junior high and found
the studles easy. He encountered school discipline but felt
it to be fair. He loved music and "sang all over in trios,
quartets, and octets.” Out of school, he was & member of 4N
Club. Harvesting and peddling papers supplied him with spend-
ing money.

He found all of high school falrly easy. He liked
best shop, Spanish, and physies. He does not now think that
he studisd much. Once he was disciplined for throwing snow-
balls at a teacher, and once for "creating a disturbance in
algebra.* He was devoted to dramatics and had heavy parts
in both ¢class plays. In those days, he sometimes thought that
he would like to be an actor. He played iIntramural baske t-
ball, was in chorus and “an operetta or two.®" Looklng back
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on high school days, he is grateful to the shop courses.
The high school Shop! The best part cof my school
career, enabled me, through the instructor, to secure a
Job 1n a lesding garage dowvntowni. « + «
He thinks 1t was "the greatest catastrophe ever happened to
Hardin High" vhen shop was taken from the curriculum. He
likes his present cccupation of garage mechanic and hag words
of praise for the teaching of Rice sghellabarger, his shop in-
structor.

Puring high school years, he "mi{lked and chored, but
that wasnt't too much~-4id a little farming on the side."
Since high school, Boy 17 has worked o years as a mechanic
and several months as a truck driver and a factory worker.
When this study ended, he was nineteen and a half, He still
hopes to go to callége, and he has other plans, too.

I have a tremendous inclination to make music (West-

ern) ny business as I have 8 band already and we have
made quite a bit of money up to now.

Boy 18

Judging by what he says about his family, this boy is
half Polish and half Dutch. His father 15 a well driller,
his mother a housewife. Of thelr education, he says nothing,
The famlly--at least two generations of it--~-has engaged in
general and dairy farming. The boy says:i

" My father owned a dalry until I was in the 7th grade.
It was on the dairy that I got acgualnted with livestock,
I have always liked working with animals.

In the way of adventures, I rodeced quite a blt and

have always fished and hunted. Prilor to entering the
Marine corps, I never traveled much.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



«83=
In Hardin he received all of the schooling which he has
had. Before schooling began, "My mother used to read nur-
gury rhymee, funny papers, & comic books to me." He says
more about preschool dayss

I could read a little and make small c¢hange. I

learned to make change on the dairy.
I used to take tha couws to pasture & helped with the
chores, milking and numerous othersg, that go with a dairy.
In the sarly gradest

It seems to mg I got most of my encouragement from my
classmates. It used to make me work harder whenever
they complimented me on getting good grades.

I always enjJoyed school except in the 8pring. In the

Spring, I wanted to get outdoors.

My mother and Grandmother visited sometimes.

Higher in the grades, he found Engllsh hard. It was
boring, too, along with "spelling, reading, penmanship.” He
liked math., sclence, and history. In the sixth grade, he
began clarinet lessons, and as a freshman he Jjolned the foot-
ball squad. He was never disciplined at school during these
Years. He alwaysz had chores to do at homs.

His high school sctivities:

Football, % years; rodeoc team 8r. yearj; 1 year in Jr.

Bandj 5 years in Sr. Bandj; Jr. & Sr. class plays; class
ggesident, 9th & 10th; president, Student Council, grade

Boy 18 lived in town during high school years. Stu-
dles were ¢asy for him, and he had a special liking for mth,.
and science. Ha worked on the ranch weekernds. "Hardin High
has a very good faculty,™ he says. He 1ls & "victinm of cir-
cumgtances" in being a marine. He wants to be a rancher, and

e dogs not know whether he will go to ¢ollege. He wag fourth
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high in a graduating class of Lifty-eigh%t, but, from his
present polnt of wvantage, he writes, "No high school course

has helped me so far. If I had taken shop 1t would be a lit-
tle help o

Boy 12

He 1s a minister's son, the brother of Girli 8, Hls
father had college and seminary educations his mother went
through elghth grade and commerclial school. §She was the
daughter qf a German~born "professor at the seminary.® The
paternal grandfather was a farmer. The blood strains of the
fanmily appear to be predominantly Germaﬁ. Boy 19 says:

I have interests in photography, sports and books.

During my summer months I have hel& Jobs as Janitor, bus

. boy, room service walter, grocery clerk, £illing station
attendant, and farm hand. While in the military service,
I spent one year in Japan. My wife joined me for about
half the time there. Ve were able to see a good number
of the historical and cultural spots in Japan. We lived
in a private rental and lived largely llike the Japanese
people do, except that we acquired our foecd through mili-
tary food stores. '

Of his childhoed in Nebraska, this boy saysas

In the home vwe had famlly devotiong--reading the Bl-
ble and devotional materlial. Bedtime storles and similar
material were also read to me by my parents.

At some time in my first three years of schoel, an~-
other student and I played a cornet-clarinet duwet for
P.TeA. Besldss being almost a complete flop myself in
this performance, the teacher gently chided me for not
wearing f*your suit' like the other student., I was too
proud to admit that I had no sult and had worn nmy best
clothes. I never really forgave that music teacher.

Although I was aware that I usually did better than
average work, I always had the feeling that it was not
good enough« Any pralse seemad to me to be unnecessary
flattery~--it embarrassed me. I never really had much
self-confidence, but usually felt deeply my falling shert
of what I should achieve.

I took cornet lessons, ¢hanged to baritone, and had a
1ittle instruction in the pilano.
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Ho 41d not greatiy enjoy his primary years, but "they
wore tolerable.”

In the middle grades and junior high, he found exact
subjects like gpelling and arithmetic a little easlier than
others; all studies were interesting; the only thing that
bored him was slow progress. He liked school., He did a lit-
tle home work and continued music lessons. Every year, grades
five through nine, he played softball. For the last three of
those years, he was In basketball; and he started track as a
freshman. He was nct much of a recreational reader, Weok-
ends during the school year, he did yard and farm work., Dure
ing the summers, he worked dally.,.

*I participated very little either in high school orx
college In what was consldered *soclal lifet such as dancing,®
he says. But he took part in high school sports: 3 years in
football, & years in baske tball, 4 years in track. He spent
% years in both band and chorus. He had major roles in Jjum~
lor and senlcr plays. One year he wase ditor of the paper.
f0nce or twice® he was elected class president. 0Of studles,
he liked best math. ard scilences., %I disllked one class in
latin because of the teacher.® He dild as much as two hours
of home work on some days. Bvidently he was never disciplinaed
enough %o bother hi;n much, Ha always helped in the home and
arbund the yard, and usually had a job during the summers.

He came to Hardin az a senior.

About sources of help and insgpiration for college and

later life, he says:
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While in the army, I used my abllity to type more
than anything else that X acguired in high school or dur-
ing any other tralning period.

I have felt no serlous lack of knowledge or skill.

s « = Jhe greatest influence upon ny 1life has come
from my home and from my college experilence., One in-
gtructor particularly in college was a great inspiration

O me.

I purposely postponed becoming acquainted with flelds
of work because I always thought such a decislon as onets
1ife work should be made afier more extensive training.
%nd I always wnderstood that I vwould be going on to col-

ege.
Through activities, sports, and from direct statements
by students and teachers I was made awvare of special abil-
$ties I possessed.

About training for citizenship:

I feol very strongly that my interest In government
and responsible participation in community affalrs was
never avwvakened. Whether 1t was ny inperceptiveness or
any inherent fault of the scheool system is 4ifficult to

asceyrtain,
e » ¢ & 4o know that I was quite disgusted with the

attitude that regulations should be observed wnquestion-
ingly. Unless a regulation was jJjustified on rational
grounds, I felt quite inclined to vioclate the rule. Per-
haps I was too timid to always carry that inclination
into action, but the inclination was there. Irrespon=
sible 1egisiation and rule making irritated me then asg it
does now (I jJust returned from 22 months in the army).
My participation in sports gave good tralning in dis-
e¢lpline and also let me cobserve at first hand the consegw
uences of poor use of one's freedom and of training. I
eel that responslibility given in connection with school
;ctivities {play production, etc.) was excellent train-
ng.
A sound, mature teacher who handles his c¢lass and hig
sublect ma%ter waell has the most effect uponn a studentts
outlook on life.

Since this boy entered Hardin High as & senlor, hils
comments apply to two high schools. He went on to his B. A.,
financing himself, for the most part, by "washing dishes,
Janitor wvork, and summer Jobs such a8 grocery c¢lerk and fil-
l1ing station attendant.” He d1d not jJoin a fraternity, but
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for three years he played basketball, receiving "honorable
meantion, all-conference one year."™ He also was in football
one year and track one year. He was active in Future teach~-
ers of America, since he expects to be a teacher. In Japan,
he was an investigator for the Counter Intelligence Corps.
At high sgchool graduation, Boy 19 ranked second in a

clags of fifty~three.

Boy 20

When this study ended, Boy 20 was a lieutenant in a
helicopter squadron of the U, 8, Navy. He is the son of a
former merchant, now retlired, vwhose education 4id not car-
ry him past grade school. The boy's mother, a housewife,
went through the fifthgrade., Girl 14 is his sister, The
famlly is German on both sides. One grandfather was a
butcher, and the other a farmer. The maternal grandfather,
the farmer, was "very active in civiec affalrs--school boards,
ete." (according to Girl 1k's questionnailre, which was
ralled from home In Hardin). Perhaps the boy knew this
grandfather, for his comment on him 1s "very strict." The
boyts words on his early chilldhood:

Did a great deal of reading-~had an excellent collec-

tion of boocks for this age level.

Particularly looksed forward to attending the weekly
movies, usually on Baturday night. My favorites--West-
erns. Partiecularly liked traveling with my father when
he made business trips to farms.

Made a practice of meeting each and e very train {one
or two d4ally) at the local rallroad depot.

Had very little opportunity to participate In sports
during early childhood.
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' He went to kindergarten, but not in Hardin, since he
started school in anbther state. Members of his famlly read
to him, "Stories in German comparable to present day English
beginners?’ Sundsay School stories. Poems and rhymes in Ger-

man.® And he has more to gay, mentioning:

Routine chores around home, taklng slips to grocer for
small items. Paper routes during early grade school

yaars. :

Living in what today would be sub=gtandard housing
plus living 1In a less desirable part of town, the result
being that I felt I was apart from what I wanted to be a

part of.
Hils encouragements, in primary years:

Encouragement from home o always do the best I coulds
example from parents, and an interest on thelr parting
teacher by the name of Signa Dahl {(my first in Hard
Crade School); and other esncouragements in the class-

OO

At eight and nine he took musie lessons, “to no avail.®
He atteonded Sunday School and Vacation Bible School.

So far, he had enjoyed school, and in the higher grades
and jJunior high he liked it "very much," especlally math,,
current eventa, history, and geography. He did home work
“when necessary." Onee more he took music lessons. His
other activities were:

Marble tournaments at Hardin Grade School (2 years).

Basketball in school and with Scouts (& years). Hardin
Jr, High Band--school lessons (2 years). Vaguely re-
nember onsg or two Junior high participations in drama-~
tica » Boy Scout program (2 or 3 years). Walther
League, Sunday school classes, confirmation classes.

Paper route. Delivered handbllls. Lawn mowing.

Helped my father ln . . « store, Clerk, drug store.

In high school, he found much to interest him outside

the classrooms
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Partlcipatlion in extracurricular activities extremely
valuable unless reflecting adversely on scademic grades.
May sven be as valuable as the academie work,

His participation:

Basketball, 3 years; football, 2 yearsé Band, & years;
bit parts {very few)j; tickets, stage hand, costumes,
prOpsé Big Yorn (sports): chairman, Junior-Senior proms;
president, Jjunior class, and other forgotten class jobsy
president, Student Council.

High school subjaects were not all easy; English was
hard, and zo was geometry "for a time."™ He stlill liked his-
tory and eurrent events, all science, and math., but he liked
neither English nor Latin ("so much like English®"). ZIver
since, he hag felt a weakness in his knowledge of English
and public gpeaking--"My own fault for staying awvay from
these subjects.” He thinks that "much more could be done" to
prepare students for scclal lifej that i1t would be better if
high school were not so much easler than collegej that high
school gives fine opportunities to devebp the art of getting
along with people.

.Hig parents encouraged his Interest in business, he
says; and then working in & pharmacy suggested the type of
business in which he would like to engage. He has suggested:

Encourage youngsters in the thing that interests them.

Do not attempt to dlscourage students from what you your-
gelf may not like or find desirable.

Foxr any satisfaction derived from hils vork, he thanks
his parents and the church even more than the schools, His
parents "continually stressed importance of dolng any Jobe-

no matter how small or large-~-tc the best of my abllity."
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He found school disecipline to be just. H1s experience
of it followed (1) ®playing hooky," and (2) "wise remarks."
Boy 20 adds a postseript to his questionnalre:

High school 414 not Erepare me for the great change al-
ter its completion. High school can tend 4o lull one ine-
to a vonderful feeling of false secuprity. If en H. S.
(diploma] were more Alfficult to obtain, maybe this would
not be the case, or at least 1t would ba lessened, Whlle
some degree of success in high school looks good on paper,
the cold, crude, competlitlive world awalts you., « « » TOO
much praise or the ease of obtaining some degree of suc-
cess In high school 1is not true of that perlod after high
school. VWhen I graduated, I had a feeling that I, in a
sense, "couldn?t migs® and that success was there for
the taking with the same degree of effort. This, I soon
found out, 1is not true. When you begin paying for an ed-
uecation in.a larger sducational system, it becomes more
Impersonal. The greater responsibllity rests on the in-
dividual. More decisions rest with the individual which
he may or may not be capable of making Intelligently.
Farther, more responsibiliities are placed upon the indi-
vidual—-including financlal ones.

e » « Possibly the school or my parents daid ¢oo much
for me. Maybe I wasn't called upon to make as many de-
¢igiong s T should have been, Life was probadbly too
easy for me. I may have been kept too close to homes.

On the other hand, this may be proof that the learn-
ing porecess only really begins after high school--after
having been guided In all of the basics of education in
school, home, and church.

He partlally paid his own way in college as he worked
toward the B. S. which he holds., He was a drug store clerk,
a "mess boy,"™ a salesman, a wheat harvester, a U. S. Soil
Congservation employee, & bullder of fences, and a doer of
odd jJjobs. Nevertheless, he found time for active partici-
pation in several organizationst varsity basketball as well
as Intramurzl; a fraternity, of which he was recorder; a
pharmacy honorary society and a sophomore service organiza-

tion related to the American Pharmaceutical Association; a
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professional student publicationi and the chuwrech cholr.

He went directly from colleze to the Navy, a move which
did not put an end to his gchooling, for he has had a short
course at an Ohlo wniversity and slmost a school year in Of-
ficer Candldate Scheool at Newport. He intends to take fur-
ther training when he returns to civilian 1ife, but he 1s not
sure that 1t will be In the line of pharmacy, hls college ma=
Jor. He is glad that circumstances drew him Into the Navy:

e » « L often feel that this has been my "growling up
pericd”™ and has certainly matured me more rapidly than
1f I had never been called into the service. I may yet
dlscover that 1t has done as much for me as my high
school and eollege education, because it has been a very
broad, rather than a limited, one.

Boy 21

The nationality background of this West Point cadet 1is
"American.” Both parents saw college life, the father ob-
taining & B, 8, in chemleal engineering. One grandparent
was & farmer., Of his early years, the boy writes:

I have had a very good home life. I traveled around
the country & lot, I have lived in the states of Montana,
Oregon, Washington, Minnesota, South Carolina, and Utah.
In addition to this I have visited or been in many other
states. My interests are mainly in the military and sci-
entifie fields.

He entered a c¢ity school at five, ands

I received no encouragement in grade school. My par-

ents have alwvays let me dc what I deemed best.
lg d1d chores and had a paper route vhen I was 8 years

(o) ™

e » » Whoen I was in the lst grade my teacher called me
a liar after I told her that T had stayed home a day to
help my mother after my father had left for Iran.

I took violin lessons at the age of 8 and 9. I had
dancing lessons at the age of 15.
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He &d1d4 not enjoy school during the first few years.
In Junior high, he liked mathematics and sclence~~found his-
tory and the soclal sclenceg boring, He 41d not do homework,
though he skilpped the fifth grade, He took part In fbofball,
basketball, and track, belonged to Cub Scouts and the "Y."

He also "Presented maglic shows for the PTA and veterans! hos-
pital.” He 4id nct work $to earn in jJunior high years. He
was never disciplined in school.

Boy 21 attended three high schools, Hardin for 2%
years. He particlpated in Iintramural basketball, dramatics,
publishing the paper, and had one e¢lass office. He also was
in DeMolay. He found studles easy, never did home work, and
stood second In a c¢lass of fifty-three at graduatlon.

Hig opinlons on high schoolt

All of my high school subjects have helped me in wvarie
ous wWays.

High school life did not prepare me for college social
activities. My situation is somewhat 4ifferent because
T attend USMA.

They should have had extra work so that Y could have
been kept half-way busy and developed interests.

I st11l]l am and will be In the service for many years.
My high school training taught me very llttle, High
schools will continue to do little for the milltary un-
$1)1 the instructors become {true leaders. Basic military
tgiining should be integrated into the high school currie
culun. -

I an indebted to high school for giving me my basle
dosires and knowledge, I give a lot of the credit to my
parents for letting me do as I chose.

If a person exhibits exceptional ability he should be
Turther aided in additional outside work.: « o « A teach-
er of blology at Richland encouraged me and was going teo
help me ralse hamsters. This was interrupted by ny mov-

ing.

» « » I got good grades without working. I should
have utilized my time detter. There are many more things
I could have and should have done. Remind your students,
for me, t0 take full adwvantage of what 1s offered to
them. « ¢« «» More emphasgsls should be put on athletics,
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There secems tc be a lack of interest to participate in
sports., I know the interest was small in myself.

He says that in his varlious high schools he often
played hooky and suggests that this sort of mischief will not
be stopped uwntil adminlstrations take a more %aduli™ attitude
toward student government and try to make 1t more truly by
the students,

Hoe also suggests short typing cocurses for the general
student. The emphasis on speed "was not good for ne,"

During Hardin days, he worked on an uncle’s ranch and
held jobs at the sugar factory (full time during summers)--
samplé carrier and pan bench chemist.

He took a year at preparatory school before entering
Vest Pdinx. He now leads the life of any Academy cadet, par-
ticipating (by requirement) heavily in sports and in the run-
ning of the corps. He works as an academic coach--"I coach
fourth and third classmen in mathematics and Russian.® His
personal preference is the scientifie field, in which he
hopes to take further college tralning in future. He says:

I have always wanted to come to West Point. The pre-
sent situation would dlctate this anyway.

He makes this final statement about his present works

"To me, 1% is the most important work there is."

Boy 22

There 1s much German blood in this doy's wveins, in-
herited from both sides of his family. H1ls sister, Girl 17,
vho had access to her parents iIn £1lling out her guestion-

naire, mentions no other occujetion than farming for father
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or grandfathers. Al of the women have been housewlves. The
boy's father went through eighth grade, his mother through
fifth, Al)l of the grandparents had a fow years of elementary
education, a2t least one "in Russia.® Gilrl 17 remarks that
her grandmother, with about four years of schooling, Yhas
since been able to read Eng. canned goods labels (self
trained).* Boy 22 says:

Spent childhood on ranch near Ucross, Wyoming. Moved
to Montana at 1% and completed schooling at Crow Agency
and Hardin. Main Iinterests were Iin taking things apart.
D14 wvery little travelling prior to college zraduation.

In my early grades, I do not belleve that the teach-
ers were eguipped with the background to detect certain
abilities. Modern educatlion methods, I belleve, have
partially corrected this situation.

He enjoyed the first few years of school better than

Junior high, wvwhere he liked art but found history and geog-
raphy hard and bozring. In junior high, he took part in dra-
matics but no other activities. He had dally choras--~no pay.
Measles and chicken pox seriously interrupted his early
schooling.

In high schoel, where he graduated second in a class
of forty, this boy engaged moderately in activities and held
some class offices. He lived far from schocl and had daily
choreg on the home ranch.

He financed hlis college education partially by "sunme
mer work at home con the ranch.® He did not join 2 fraterni-
ty, but he belonged to the "military honorary,” the Arerican
Ingtitute of Electrlecal Engineers, Camera Clud, and Ski Club.

Boy 22 advises those lnterested in tralining students
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for college to Ybring the courses nearer a college 1éve1 s0
that students entering college will know what to expect;"
but he eredits his physics class at high school with ealling
to his attention the possibilities of his present work. He
thinks that "Mr, Salyert!'s weekly current events" class was
a good contribution to future citizenship.

This boy obtalned a B. S. degree; toock a year of ple
lot's training, served three more years in the U. S. Alr
Force, and 1s now a practlcing englineer. "This is the one

I prefer,” says he of his career.

§O! 23

Brother of Boy 2% and Girl 24, this young man d4id not
return his questionnaire. The yearboock of hils senior class,
though, indicates something of his high school career. The
book itself is dedicated to "the . . « football team, the
first in the history of Hardin High School to wim the Southe
ern Divisional Class B chanmplonship.® Boy 23 uwas quarter-~
back on that team. H1ls basketball team that year won three
tournaments including the State Class B. He was forward.
Beside hils class plcture, this record 1ls given for him:

Football, 1, 2, 3, 43 Basketball 1, 2, 3, 4; Student

Couneil 2, 43 Band 1, 2, 3, 4; Dramatics 3; Annual

Starff b,

Amid all the excitement of sports, this boy must have

found some time for gtudyj he graduated fourth In a class
numbering fortyerseven. Now he has a college degree, has

spent a short time in the armed forces, has besen married,
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and, in the early summer of 1955 was entering buslness with
his father in Hardin,52

Boy 2% |

This boy, brother of Boy 23 and Girl 24, is the son
of a Hardln business man vwhose grandfather was a Southern
slave-owner. The boy's mother did not finish high schools
his father had a year of university. All grandparents had
at least eighth grade educatlions, and one grandfather had
business college training. Dealing in lumber seems to be an
inherited business on the father's side. The motherts father
was a rancher~farmer.

Home 1ife was very easy and unstralned. I was per-

Joued What I eonsider more ihan a reasonable smownt of
freedon,

Thus the boy speaks of his chilldhood. The early years of
school he enjoyed “adbout average,” but he liked Junlor high
"vory much.®

He 4id a little home work in the upper grades, and
teok trumpet lessons, beslides particlpating "quite a 1ittle®
in sports and ¥slightly® in church. He attained the rank of
Second Class Scout, Each summer, he worked to earn a little
money, but he 414 not work during the school year. He was
disciplined twice "jJjustly,®™ but later, in high school, once
wnjustly.

He found high school easy, did no home work, dut par-

52gtatements of the boy's father. Hardin, Montana, May
1955. .
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ticipated in sports Pguite extensively, in fact I imagine this
phase toock most of my time.®” He spent three years on the band,
too, and one on Student Council. VWhen he was a senlor, his
picture eappeared on the sports pages of Montana papers with
this caption:

[Boy 24 of Hardin was unanimously named the outstand-
ing athlete of the recent Montana c¢lass B basketball
tournament in Deer Lodge. « « « Was awarded a trophy by
the Deer lodge Clivice Club for his performance in leading
the Hardin Bulldogs %t0 a 59-44 win over Fairfield in the
finals and their second straight state cage champlone
ship.53

In college, where he earned a B. S. degree, Boy 2k

took"very little” part in sports. He was actlive in his fra-
ternity and was a member of the student senate. He always
worked sunmmers for his father. "Present occupation results
from circumstances,” he says. "College major included ac~
counting and business. Present dutlies In USAPF are as an in-
ternal auditor, and later plans call for activities relat-

ing %o business." "Pogsibly" he will return to school.

Boy 25
This boys who stood third in his high school graduat-

ing class, 41id not return his questionnaire. Boy 4 remarks
on his questiomnalre that this boy left school before gradu-
ation to go to war and that he himself was elected to £ill
Boy 25%'s place as genlor class president. After the war,

53mme BAllings Gazette, Billings, Montana, April 2,
1949, Sport page.
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Boy 25 went to college, where he acquired a degree in forest-
ry and another in 1aw¢5h He is ncw practicing law.55

EOZ gé

Second high in his class of sixty-seven, thils boy is

the son of an Indian Service office employee and a house~

" wife-teacher. The father had a short business course after
high school, and the mother two years of teachers! college.
Famlily natlonalities are Scotch, English, and German. One
grandfather was a farmer and store owner.

The boy says nothing about the home life of his early
years, He entered the Hardin schools in the elghth grade.
He had always liked school and continued to enjoy it. Al
Junior high subjects were easy. He never 4id home work.
Boy Scouts occupied his leisure for about four years, and
he d1d much reading of material which he found at home.

In senior high, he wvery much enjoyved his two years of
football and derived "some pleasure™ from one year of musice.
Being in the junioy play was ®very valuable.®™ In training
him for citizenship, the school *3did as well as it possibly
eould with the facilitles available.,”" In c¢ollege, he has
been disappointed with the qualility of his high school prep-
aration, except in art. "Drawing helped very much," he
says. He thinks that high achcol could give better prepari~

5hThe Reglistrar. Indlvidual records. Montana State
University, Missoulia, Montana.

5aig Horn County Chamber of Commerce, Hardln, Montam.
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tion for soclal life later on, The guidance department at
college has been "of great value® to him,

He 1s still iIn college, now taking pre-medics lnstead
of the chemical englneering in which he started. He 1s ac-
tive in a fraternity, and he does intramuwral wrestlling. He

has helped to flnance his course by "various types of labor.%

Boy 27

He 1s the son of a business man whose wife has been
the boyts step-mother since he was very small, The father
has English blood, and the step-mother (whose lineage the
boy gives) is Danish. At least one grandfather was a farmer.
The boy says thils of his life:

Attended pre-school kindergarten in Des Molnes, Iowa.
Moved to Montana in 1943 and resided there since, At-
tended a Boy Scout World Jamboree in Bad Dschl, Austrla,
in 1951, Traveled to Africa, Italy, Switzerland, Ger-
many, and France.

Comnmenting on what he could do before he entered school, he
says, "I couldn't even tell time," and goes ong

My mother used to read to me when I was younger, but
I was not precocious. I learned to read in grade school.

An early disappointment:

My 2nd grade teacher, who, i1n my opinion, was the mos$
beautiful person in the worid, left town.

Further comments on the primary yearss
In the 4th grade I started to write a few poems. By

constant encouragement from the teacher, I began to
write more; and thought they were quite good (although

they weren't, really).
Some of my most rewarding years were spent In grade
school.

I took plano lessons when I was 8 and 9 years old,
but never went on to further studye.
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They had parents? days then, once a year, usually in
the spring. My mother always cane.

In the middle grades and Junlor high, he liked nusiec
and history best of all subjects. He found math. hard.

Had musie training from the same teacher for 12 years,
the best X might add.

He was disclplined ®justly, many times.”

In high school: %I only studled hard In my senlor
year.® He was busy in mctivities, though,

Athletic manager for 2 years, played football in grade

Member of school band and chorus for & years.

Menber of cast, class play, grade ll. Acted In a one-
act play at an interascholastic meet in Missoula. One of
saven finalists in state declamation contest. No final

decision made as to winner.
Asgslistant editor of school paper, one year.
Class vice~president, grade 9, and Student Councll

representative one year.
His music instructorts opinion wasg that this boy had
very unusual talent in both singling and acting. He says,

YA lot of people told me I could sing, but I think it was

12

flattery.: « « "
Further remarks on high schools

Hardin High School), in my opinion, turns out a great
many well adjusted persons, as far as soeclal life 1B cone

cerned,
Next to my parents, teachers have influenced my thinke

I1ng the most.
In the summer I sell haill insurance. Learning to deal

with people has been my greatest asset., I acquired this
in high school.

séﬂthel €. Bchuster, direcctor of vocal music, Hardin
High School, Hardin, Montana. Interview on the occasion of
her production of The Mikado, April, 195%.
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He thinks that the schools should have guldance counselors
in the lower grades.

He failed a subject once and lost the credlt. He
wishes that hlis instructor hadgiven him another chance. He
met with discipline in his senior year; whether Just or un-
Just,he doces not éay:

The Juniors were going to declde thelr prom thene.
We attempted to slip a microphone from a tape recorder
into the meeting room. The recorder was on the roo

£
gnd we were caught in the attic. I washed study haﬁ.
asks for a month.

Boy 27 has not yet gona to college.
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girl 1

This 1s the daughter of a mechanlic and a teacher.

Hor blood 1is Irish-German and French-English-Scandinavian.
One grandfather was a farmer, his wife a housewife, and
thelr educations evidently unknown. The other pair of grand-
parents were both college graduates, one a teacher and doc-
tor and the other a teacher. The girlts father went through
eighth grade. Her mother, a teacher, is stlill taking eol-
lege work and 1s in her third year toward a degree. This
girl is married and has a son,

I was an only child, but I dont't feel I was spolled
as somatimes is the case with an only c¢hild. I belleve
dolls were my first main interest and I liked to keep
house as far back as I can remember.

I was a 44 member for 9 years and wvent to camps, con-
ventions, and Judgling contests.

My firest long trlp was to Nebraska. That was a real
adventure for me. Other trips have been to Canada,
Washington, Oregon, Idsho, and around Montana.

I believe about the blggest thrill of oy younger life
was when I got my bicyecle. My mother had been in the
hospital for two weeks, so I filgured a bicycle would
have to walt. Then one night when my Dad and I came
home from visiting Mother, there was my bdbicycle in the
1iving room. I was s0 happy, I eried and cried.

At the age of six, she entered a country school, where
she finished the first and second grades in one year. She had
been read to, as a small child, and could do her own reading
before she started to school. She could also recognize the
alphabet, count, add, and subiract. Around the farm, she
could feed the chickens and bring in the cows from the field.
f£he was greatly encouraged by her promotion to second grade,

end she lilked school "batter than vacations.™
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Her family frequently wisited schools They provided
her with plano lessons for three years, starting at age ten.

In Junfior high, which she also enjoyed, arithmetic,
elgebra, and language were favorites; general scilence was hard
and boring. Bhe did home work In grade nine. £5She was never
disciplined. ©She was a great reader of library books, and gift
books.

Looking back on high school,y she thinks that math,
made a good dbackground for her business collegse education,

ands

Until I took typing, shorthand & bookkeeping, I had
planned to be a t eacher, but these subjects changed my
nmind and I declded to go to Business College and beconre

a stenographer.
I give the most ¢of the credit 4o high schocl as far

as my stenographlic work 1s concerned, I feel I got far
nore out of high school than Buslness College. Miss Morase
was certainly a wonderful teacher in commercial work, in
my opinion.

About gsocial lifet
High school does a great deal to prepare us soclally,
but I probably 4dildn't get as much out of it as I should

have. It vas my own fault, though, as I wasn't much of
& nixer,

She lived in the couniry during all of high school. How-
ever, she was ln the Glee Club for two years and also in
Oronyx Club. At home, she had chores to dot "Feeding
chickens, plgs, bringing cows in from field, washing milk
palls, gathering eggs amd wood." An hour cor two a day vere
spent on these duties. She studied, too, two to four hours

dally.
At high school, she s3t1ll llked math., as well as
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comnerelal subjects, "ecouldntt get a thing out of General
Science or U, 8. History," and thought the teachers were a

“yery wonderful group of people.®

She had twelve months of business college, which she
did not have to flnance, and spent eight years in stenog-
raphic work, but she says:

My present occupation is a mother and housewife and
I prefer that to anything else 1In the world.

» +» » We are quite proud of our home as we bullt it
ourselves; the hard way--hammer, nails, boards, etc.,
pilece by piece, until it was done.

I feel I have had a wonderful life go far and the

future looks very bright.

This girl was second high in the same ¢lass with
Boys 1, l"' and 25.

gir) 2.

My life was spent primarily on a farm through hi
school, except for 3 years when I was between 3 and O,
¢« o« o My father worked on our farm and my mother was a
housewife only until Y was 9. Ehen I was 1} years old
ny parents tock me to California with them for the wine
ter, but I remenmber only one incident, so 1t wasn't of
much educational value. The winter during my £fifth year,
my parents and Y spent in Texas (San Antonio). I was
¢ld enough to enjoy this, remember a lot, and learn
things. At the end of my first grade we moved to the
country. While In town I had gquiie a few playmates, but
in the country the nearest child around my age liveé
about 1l# miles away so I spent most of my time playing
with my dogs cats and lmaginary playmates I happened to
have. I also enjoyed reading and read quite a fow books.
During the school year I qulte often stayed with other
girls or they stayed with me so I wasn't so isclated
then., VWhen I was in the fif'th grade my parents and I
went to Californis. This was when I skipped my grade
and Jjoined Girl Scouts. In the 7th and 8th grades, ny
mother taught the school I went to, making home life a
bit hard because I had to be on very good behavior all
the time. My freshman year I spent 1n California with
my aunt.

My school up to my sophomore year was about the
most important thing. Then I began dating (after I got
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over being afraild of everyonc) and joined Rainbow, so
had other interests outside of school.
She liked to go flishing with her father, and they had

a fishing trip every summer, once w0 Colorado. 5She says,

thoughs

I would never, hovever, ralse a child in the country
as I llved, because it!'s hard to get over belng shy.

She had learned to read "simple first grade books,
could count fairly well, could print a 11ttle," before she
vent to school. Even as a littls girl, she was avare of the
backing of her parents, and a sympathetic first grade teach-
er gave her a good start toward liking school and doing well.

I enjoyed the first and fourth. In the second and
third I had men teachers (country l-room schocl) who

waren't very good or interesting.

My mother taught me fundamentals of plano at honme
from about 7 to 9, but I wasn?t too interested.

My mother qui%e often vislited the classroon and did
gome subsiitute teachling. 8She played the plano for most

of our school plays.
She did a lot of reading, using the county litrary.
She llked commercial subjects, in high school, and
higtory. There was no subject whlch she dislliked, but the
teacher sometimes could spoll a course for her, although
"most of the faculty were very friendly and very failr.”
Shae 41d not study very hard, and ghe dld not work to earn.
She lived 1n the country, vhere she had home dutles which
demanded an hour or more per day. She was a member of an
Indlan club drill team, spent a year in the band, had parts
in both Junior and senicr plays, proof read the school papar,
and was asslstant editor of the gunual.
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Because of her ccmpetent typing, she was made an of-
fice secretary at the school her last year there.

She had no experience with high school disecipline.

In college, she found that she was better prepaved
than most students in Englishji and ninth grade algebra

proved an asset, too.

I was able to skip the flrst year of shorthand and
typing in college. Also I had a working knowledge of
the mimeograph from working on the scheol paper.

I was very interested in gports but I don't belleve
my high school Lelped muche. I did learn to play and ene-

Joy badminton In the 9th grade. -
My Rainbow activities while in high school did the

most in preparing me soelally. In high school Home Eco-
nomice¢s can help a girl, but the boys, I feel, could use
a ¢class of some sort.

As far as satisfactlion in her work i1s concerneds
I feel more indebted to my home because my parents
gave me a desire to do well. « « « My husband has in-

fluenced me greatly because he always does well and
makes me want my work to measure up.

Her parsenis and her instructors, both in high school
and in college, called to her attention the possibllities for
her in the busliness world. Her grades in commerclal subjects
svggested the same thing, although she 4id well In art and

writing, too.
Literature, and the lives of writers, dld more to

turn her thoughts toward a phillosophy of life than any special
course 4dl1d.

In college, she held thesge positionss chairman of
the Women'!s Assocletion Badminton Tournament one yearsi staff

member of a publicationji planner of skits for the dormitories
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vhere she lived; member of a business sorority; member of
Socla) Standards Committes; food chairman for a church organw
ization for college students.

She and Boy 10 were married at% the end of thelr Jjun~-
jor year in college. Then they transferred to anothey uni-
versity, where her husband is studying medicine. She re-
ceived her B. A. in business there. 8She partlally pald her
way in college by three years of secretarial and one ysar of
l1brary work, all of vhich was either summer or part-time
works She 1s now a legal secretary. Her posltion 1s due to
“pircumstances to some extent," and it is possible that she

will take meore training in future.

I would like to take further tralning in language,
vreferably French, and some art and music, Just for nmy
own enjoyment and satisfactlon,

Girl 3

Her father, a high school graduate, 1s a farmer of
Swedish ancestry. His parents both had elementary education,
and were farm people. The girlts mother, of American fanmlly
background, did not finish high schocl. The girl herself,
top student in her high school c¢lasg, had two years of col-
lege, or a little more, and is nov married.

Her e¢hildhood and early school days:

Except for my vicarious adventures through beoks, I
lived a rather uneventful life in childhood, I'm afraid,
Wa lived cn a farm until I was 7 or 8, vhen we moved in~-
to town. We returned to the farm vhen I was in the 7th
grade. In gpifte of thlis, however, I was never much of a

farm girl. I loved to read and to draw. As for itravel,
a trip to Pine Rldge or Two Leggint' Bridge was an expe-
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dition! Of course we went to Blllings quite often. I
%gved to sew, and made my first dress for myself at age

At six, she started school in Hardin. At home, her
parents read her the funnies and an occasional child's book.
Before beginning school, she could read, wrlte her name, and
count to a hundred. She had no gpecial dutles around home.
At school:

I was often made bitterly unhappy by taunts of tthe
teacher's pet.!' I tried hard not to be, but couldntt be
daliberately dolng poorly in corder to avoid 1it,

Some of my teachers told me I could 4o anything I
wanted to if I wanted to enough, & gave me outside read-
ing they thought would challenge me.,.

She enjoyed "the school ywork, yesy I never wanted to miss a
day." Her mother came on wvisiting days. &he took no lessons
outside of schocl, in those days. All school subjects were en-
joyed, although she Ywas soclally unhappy much of the time."

Thig state of affairs continued 1n junior high. There
ghe liked best art and general sclence. Now she took plano
lossons for over a year, She "d1d very little home work in
any grade.” She was a Girl Scout for two or three years,
Joined Order of Ralnbow for Girls, attended Sunday school.
&he was once in a play. Her favorite pastime was reading:

One year I kept track~--YX read over 300 books! (Very

welghty, of coursel) At one time I had read almost
every Juvenile book in the library.
The Hardin public lidbrary was her source of reading matter.

I was humiliated once in 5th grade because the teach-

er scolded me for talking and used the 'ycu, of all peo-

plet approach. I 8idn't see wvhy I couldn?t be like the
.other atudents!
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During high school years, she was editor of the Raln~
bow paper and srt editor of the high school paper. She was
also recorder for Rainbow Girls and held several other of-
flces In their orgznization. She wasg chalrman of the junior
banguet and acted In the senlor play. For two years, she was
in the girls* chorus. She loved fine arte and English litere
ature, but found geometry and chemlistry hard. The one sub-
Ject she 4isliked was grammar. %I¢ secemed llke we studled
the same thing from 6th or 7th grade through lst yoar in col-

lege, & it got so dulll"™

s I had a summer Job in a store between 1llth & 12th
graaes,

Had my seat moved for talking & passing notes. HNo
doubt Justly.

Severagl of my teachers were wonderful. Most were

average. One was dresadful.

I think a lot more could be learned and sccomplished
in high school if first things came first and if there
wveren't too many outside distractions.

She lived in the country during all of high school. &he led
a rather sasy life, she thinks, not studying very hard. She
wishes she had taken more math. and science and one less yesar
of home economics, She was permitted to skip the first quar-

ter of college English. Art was

A wonderful advantagel I shall never forget my twvo
years of fine arts in Mr. Gollerts class.

I feel I had a suferior preparation in typing, which
vas my only commercial subject.

I had a very satigfactory social 1ife In high school.
I an grateful to H.H.S. for beling sitricter in standards
for dances, etec., than many high schools seam to be now.

We dldntt get much vocational guidance or help in
selecting a college. Perhaps that has been remedied now.
« » » 1 would now concentrate on some field of art, but
am glad to have had business tralning. The trouble 1s
that there aren't many people who are ordinarily Inter-
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ested in an art vocation & 1t's hard to learn much about
it while youtre growing up as you 4o in nursing or teach-
ing, for example. I don't belleve high schocl brought 1t
to my attention in a vocational way.

¢« » & I think tralning for cltizenship could be far
more thorough than 1t was ten years ago, elther directly
oy indirectly.

My home econcmlcs courses in jJr. & sr. high helped
prepare me for homemaking.
As to the assistance hlgh scheool gives 1in seeing the right
and wrong of human behavior, she thinksg there was "not enocugh.”
highzggggggvgdzgigiégsf‘wggguigznzzgke%ézkgéghigqggtgore
important., Perhaps 1t is considered too closely allied
to religlon to be taught in public schools.

She is sorry that she éid not have time for physics
and Latin.

Ehe pald her way wholly during two years and filve
months, including sumnmers, at the university. As secretary
at the Graduate Bchool, she was %tooc busy "making a living?
to partiecipate heavily in activities. But she wag in an
honor soclety, acted as chalrman for the executive committes
for "Miss Montana," and was a representative to the Asscel-
ated Women Students?! governing body. Business administra-
tion was her major, and she worked in the business world for
several years, before and after marriage. She hopes to
finish college some day, but now she 1s "busy raising little
boys.* She has two of them.

I am taking a commercial art course by correspondence

from Famous Artists Schoolsi but haventt enough time to

do justice to 1t, I would like to have resident art
training some time, some place.
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Her father 18 a "beekeeper-unholsterer,” and her moth-
er 18 a post-office clerk. Both parents had g little college
work. The father 1g Scotch~Danish, and the mothey German-
English. One grandfather spent a year in colleges his wife
was & hlgh school graduate. The other grandparents finlshed

gighth grade.

Both of my parents worked the latter part of my preo-
sechool days, 50 consequently a greater portlion of ny
time was spent with baby sitters {(all of which, I might
add, were very nice people), VWhen we were tegether as
a famlly, 1t was always with wonderful *togetherness!
that vwe enjoyed outingsg, trips, rides, ete. My father
was slways anxious to have me along on his hunting &
fishing trips, which also drew our famlly very closely

together.
When my father joined the Navy, we moved to Califor-

nia, which was a very important event in the life of a

g yr. old.
Montana was to be cur next home after my father's dige

charge. It was here that I first renenber coming Into
contact with a g roup of Indlans, their way of life and
the relationships between the variocus races-—all of
vhich played 3 very important part in formulating my
own attitudes and finally my decision as to what ny field
of work would be.--Very valuable experience with people.
She went to kindergarten, started school in Idaho at
8ix, came to Haordin in the 5th grade. She skipped the 7th
grade. She could do nothing "extraordinary" before start-
ing to school; she knew the alphabet and ecouwld covnt. Her
teachers were encouraglng, and she liked school very much.
The famlly sometimes wvlzited school. &he took a few piano
lessonse.
In Junior high, she found the work consistently in-

teresting, but elghth grade civics wag hard-~she didn*t
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study the sublect at all. In fact, she d1d very little home

work. ©She lists her activities:

& 6th peade baskerball. voliey bail; geade achool chorus,

duets, operettas, plays, skits; church youth group 5th

thru ninth; 44 5th thrua 9th.

She 414 little recreatlonal reading, in those days. ©She
had a rather heavy schedule of housework at home, aspeclally
on weekends, and she dld some badby sitiing to earn. She blames
her dislike for reading, noct the schools, for her limlted
knowledge of fine literature.

In high school, she had "many helpful experiences

{gained thru contact with people),'"which helped her see the
rizht and wrong of human behavior. Her activities in high
school:

G.A.A, meot in Sheridan one year {(deck tennls); cho-
for or venilmajor parsocs vy FroTa or. playoskoport-
ing role, Jr., lead, Sr.; asst. ed,--annual, 8Sr. yr.

High school was fairly easy. Math,, the hardest sub-

Ject, was not seriously difficult. Commercial subjects, hlis-
torles, and Englilish were favorite subjects. "Liked school: as
a whole very well," she states. At home she spent about 2%
hours per day preparing meals, caring for her little sister,
and washling dishes.

She thinks that the faculty were “very helpful, & as

8 whole very lnterested In the welfare of the students.” S&he
never encountered discipline.

During high school days, she lived in "a small, out-
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Since hizgh school, her commercial subjects have
proved a "definite advantage.® High school %"does not" pre-
pare one for soclal 1ife, she says, and "Perhaps a more com-
plete program of voc. guldance would be helpful." She has

sther commentss

« » ¢« A great many of the courses are too lax in the

requirements for dally work, ete. Also many of the stu-
dents were capable of a great deal more work, and ease of
‘work rarely prepares students for college student life oy

conselentious citizenry.
of tﬁeir‘afﬁggﬁﬁfs should know vhat to expect as a resuld
She is stlll Iin college, paxtially paylng her way.

She has been a secretary, a recepiionlst, an office clerk,
a baby sitter, and she has dong hougowork for board and yroom.
She takes part ln Concert Chorus, Madrigal SBingers, Woments
Ensenble, and was song leader for the reshman dormitory.
She became & Spur and made musical and scholasilic honorary
socletles. She has been president of her churchts youth

group and 1s now secreidry of the Campus Inter~-Church Council,

Girl 9.
This girl gives no family nationalities, although

all the famlly names appear to be English. Her father, who
had two years of high school education, holds one of the
supervisory Jobs at the sugar factory. Her mother 1s a house~
wife interested in clubs and c¢rafts.

Normal, average childhood. We were alwpys happy and

sSecure. Every summer we traveled somewhere during Dad-
dy*s 2 week vacatlion. We visited most of the Western
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states and natlional parks in the West by automoblle. My
folks nearly always took my sister and me with them when
they went some place. Ve moved from Colorado to Montana
wvhen I was 8. I can't remenber any special interests,
except I llked dolls & playing house better than more
active sports.

She was nearing seven vwhen sghe started school in Colo~
rado. F£he entered the third grade in Hardin, 8&he says, "I
had a time learning to read. Finally accomplished 1t in sec-
ond grade.” Her uncle "worked wonders" by giving her a dol-
lar when shea got into the A reading section. She remembers
‘a humiliation in the fifth gadet her teacher told her she
was the worst wrliter in the class. But she enjoyed school.
Hexr mother visited sometimes.

Beginning about fourth grade, she took violin lessons
for several years.

Junior high was pleasant, sclence the favorite subject.
Math. and English were hard. She did some horme work, and
she took violin and, later, cornet lessons. Her activitles:

A few grade school track meets. I wasntt much for

sports. Joined band and played cornet in Jr. High. Was

in Girl Scouts for 2 or 3 years in grade school. Young

peoplet!s group & a couple of church plays or programs.
£he read "very much®" and was a good customer of the public
library. "I read everything." To earn, she did a little
baby sitting.

She net Just discipline in Junior high.

In high school she llked sclence and languages. Physics

was hard, though~~trig. to¢. There was no sublect which she

disliked. She feels that she studied diligently-~an hour or
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two per day outside of school. Also she worked for four years,

to earn.

Worked after school & weckends in dime & drug stores
and did some baby sitting, also did some housework for a
lady on Saturdays.

Such work averaged about twe hours per week day.

She was in band for four years and probably had sone
class offices, though she does not remember, novw, what they
were., ©She was a runner-up for prom gqueen senlor year.,

Other comnments on high schools

I £fsel I had adequate background in meth and sclence

when I reached college.
Tt'1)] never feel I learned enocugh English elither in

hizh achool or collegs, especially gramnar.
Very good training in language 1n high schools I

took Spanish.
What l1ittle typing I had in high school certalnly

helped in college, dut I wasn't much good at it.

The sclence subjects I took Iin school helped me

choose to study Bacteriology in college.

In college she Jolined a sorority amd also Spurs. She
acted as a waltress and counselor to help pay for her educa-
tion. "I married after two years," she says, "and marriage is
ny career.® Ehe malled her questionnalre, with a personal
note, from the hospital, a day or two after the birth of her

third child and first daughter.

£irl 6

She 1s & sister of Boy 15. Her bleod 1s half Norwe-
glan, the other half belng German, French, Irish, and English.
Her father iz a Hardin busginess men. Her materna]l grandfather

was a "dairy owner, farmer, dle caster." Hor mother is in-
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terested 1n many hobbles.

My home life was wvery strict but net unpleasant.

Most activities were done with my famlly. A%t the age of
ten I made a trip to Mexico with my parents and the fol=~
lowing year a trip to California. Each year thereafter
my parents took nmy brother and me on an educational trip.
Most vweekends were spent on a ranch or on camping trips.
I visited such places of Interest as Glacler Park, Yel~-
lowstone Park, Carlsbad Caverns, Black Hills, Alamo.

A% homey her mother read to the childrent Black Beauty,
Beautiful Jog, Ireagurg Island, Peter Pan, Logst In the ¥Wildg
of Brazil, Bible stories, Befors she went to school, at six,
ghe could write her name and count.

She liked school, but:

During the first grade I became very 11l and missed

the Christmas activities at school and vhen I returned
e »« » I couldn’t pass tests, which was agreat humiliation
to me, and 1t caused a relapse.
She was encouraged by the personal interest glven her by her
elementary teachers.

Danelng lessons started for her at six and piano les-
sons at geven.

Although she found junior high aasy, she did do home
work. ©She read a little, getting bocks at t he public library.
She studlied plano for six years, taking part in a recital
every year, For four years, she was a Gir)l Scout. She was
a member of the church youth group and sang in the choilr,

High school activities:s

Band (flute and piccolo); mixed choir, glirlst glee

glub, girls® sextette; Oronyx €lud, 3 yearsg; drill ma-
O
Favorite high school subjects were chemistry and al-
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gebraj the least lilked was English, and Physics was rather
hard., Girl 6 never studied more than two hours a day, and
she doves not conslder that very much gstudying. She was dis-
¢iplined once, justly, for paying hooky. She thinks that
Hardin High "maintained a good faculty as a body."

In college, she found high school mthematics and
science to be "a great advantage" to her, "Latin saved ny
English,” she says; and ghe wag glad for the art she had had.
rIf I had taken advantage of more publie speaking and English
subjects I would have been better prepared for college. I
fell that English was a weak subject Iin high school.® But the
outstanding sclence departnent influenced her cholice of a col=-
Jege major. The social activitles of high school, she thinks,
vwere & good meparation for college life.

For two years, she attended a junior college, where
gelence was her major subject. She belonged to Saddle Cludb
and "won several ridbbons for horsemanshlp at horse shows.Y
She was secretary of the art c¢lub. Her career since c¢college
has included the work of "laboratory technician, bookkeeper,
housewife." The last 1z her preferred occupation. She has

one small daughter.

8irl 7

In a very brief comment on her home life, thisgirl
says that her family was “close." Her father, though, was ab~
aont from thefamily cirele. He 18 a barber of apparently un-
known education and nationslity background. The girlts mother,

a clerk wvhose hobbles are all doemestic or thoughtful ones, did
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not go to high schoecl after eighth grade. That mother was
the daughter of a rancher and his wife, both having German
ancestors.

Before she started school, 1in Hardin at six, she could
count and recite~-"Nothling wvery unusual." Her mother read to
her before she gould read. She enjoyed the early days of
school, and continued to enjoy it, reading being a favorlte
subject throughout the grades and Junlor high.

the 414 home work, in junlor high, and also took pil-
ano lessons (five years). ghe played the pianc in church.
Her activities were: tennls, chorus, edltor of freshran pa-
per, Girl Scouts, Rainbow Girls (at age of 13). &he 4id
"much reading,¥ as a patron of the public library. She baby
sat for money *h hours a week." She was never disciplined
in junior high. _

In high school, she was in the glrls! triple trio,
and the junior play. ©&She held two class offices. The facule
ty chose her among those to attend High School Week, slnce
she was second ranking student in her senior class. Outslde
of school, she studied ®vyery seldom." For three years, two
hours per day and all day Saturdays, she wag clerk at a drug
store. To the twitation to comment on the faculty, she says,
“Koi* A married voman now, she says, "Homa ec. was benefil-
cial.? Mock elections and elass government were activities
salutary to the budding citizen.

Girl 7 went immediately from high school to the Job
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of legal stenographer, which she relinguished tvo years later,
when she married, ¥I received my vocational training in high
8chool " she says. "My mother encouraged me to take commer-
clal." Her commercial teacher was also an Influence in her
cholce of work. This girl, now almost twenty-two, has one

¢hild, a son.

Girl 8

Sister of Boy 19, and a clergyman's daughter, this
girl topped her senior c¢lass. The family has considerable
German blood. The father i1s a college man, and the wmother,

though only an eighth grade graduate herself, 1s the daughter

of & college teacher.

My childhood was spent in s Nebr. OCur house,
church, and yard all seered very spacious to me. Then, I
guess our yard really was quite large, for we had a huge
garden, pet rabbits, cats, chickeng, and even a covw (we
1ived on the edge of tcwns. The continuous sidewald from
house to church was perfect for roller skating, and the
huge lawng were ideal for games on sumnmer nights. Play-
ing house, nurse, or school werae the chief pastimes in
about the 3rd and 4%th grades.

Our famlly has always been very c¢losely knit, due to
several things now that I look back on it. Famlly devo-
tions, famlly games on a cold winter night, and the com-
mon interest in listening to classical mnaic, I think
were the experiences that bound us together.

TIrlips to Estes Park in the summer or to Chicago for
a family reunion were always a big thrill. Entertalning
ministers and missionaries very frequently in our home
was wvery educational.

She went ¢o kindergarten and the early gradesg in

Hebraska, entering the Hardin schools as a high school f{resh-
nan. At five, she was taking plano lessons from her mother,

and, later, rusic teachers encouraged her musical inclina-

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



«120-
tions. &Ehe llked schoclj the only disappointment was her
grades, which were lover than those of heyr brothers and sis-~
“ter. Her mother wvisited school sometimes.

' Her enjoyment of Junlior high was only "falr,” because
she disliked ons teacher. History and geography were boring,
but other subjects were a pleasure. She studlied "little."
She had plano lessons from the sixth to theelghth grade.

Her other activities:
cay SESEETSGIIR & 0y Shpletmr gLyt ensde) S
than one ght a week. |
She read books from the town library, %a medium a=-
mount” of reading
Hexr senlor high activities:
Triple tric--l yrs.j chorus--4% yrs,; band--% yrs.s
operettas--4% yrs. {(solos~~2 years); Jr., & Br. play; ed-
itor, Junior edition of paperj; chorus president; soph.

secretaryy F. H. A. treasurer; head librarian, senior
year.

She worked im the county library for high school c¢red-
11t, one school year and three sumers, several hours a week.

the 414 not like history untll college courses showed
her Ythe wvital significance of it."

Of the bearing that high scheol courses had on col-
lege work:

Blology & gen. science in high school were a good
background for zoologye.

Both grammar and lit. aided my freshman English at
%gll;iz. I would say the gammar training much more than

e »

Spanish helped with German--pronunciation, conjugation
of verbs, etec.

My music training has very definliely benefited nmy
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eollege music {even 1if I 4didn't make the choirl)

I felt very deficlent in thenme writing when I cane to
college, More compositiong—~creative writing in high
school, I think, would have helped. :

X wish I would have taken more advantage of the so~
¢lal life offered in hiegh school.

Typing has been invaluable to nme. « « »

Girlst State helped me appreclate more the workings
of a student govt.

She will soon start her senior year at college. She
has partially financed her education by working iIn a cafe-
teria, reading for a blind boy, and acting as a receptionist.
the has belonged to muslcal groups there, including the chapel
cholr, for which she has sung s0los sometimes. Her other ine
terests: |

Gorman Club--muslec master; Christian E4d., Club--pres.

1955-63 Mission Study--corresponding sec., 1952-3, vice-
pres., 1954=5; L.D.R.=-historian, 1954=~53 Deputat{on Tean
leader--1954-5,

Christian Education is her majJor subject.

Girl 9
This glirl, first ranking student 1in her class, d4ld

not return the questionnaire. Her faillure to comply is gquite
understandable, since she recently lost a chilld at birth.56
Her school record shows that she 1g the daughter of a Hardin
attorney. Her senior ammual gives the followlng school hig-
tory:

Class sec. 1-2; nusic sec, 33 office sec., 4; Student
Council %3 Big Horn Staff 4; Annual Staff &, Chorus 1~
2=3=k, Glee Club 1~2~3-4; operetta l-2-3-4; Potpourri
43 dramatics 33 Triple Tric 2-3-b; FHA 1-k; music vice-
pres. hg librarian 2-3=% (head librarian hi; maid-of-

honor, Junlor prom.

56statement of the girl's sister, a Hardin High School
student, lMay, 1955. |

-
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g4rl 10

This girl left high school in her sophomore year to
marry and now, at the age of twenty-two, is the mother of
two boys and two glrls. »

Her father, of a German-English family, was a pumber
and well driller. His schooling had extended only through
the grades. His father was "an early settler in Hardin,®
and his mother had diled vhen he was nine, leaving five small
children. The family, on the girl's motherts side, is Dutch,
This mother, like her husband, had an eighth grade education.
As a small child, she had the experlence of losing her mother.
She is now a widow and works as a store clerk. The maternal
grandfather was a "teacher~carpenier.” The girl says:

Vhen I was born my brother was 20 and my slster 17,

80 ny early years were sgpent largely among eadults. Ve
went on geveral long trips and quite a few camping and
fighing trips, and had good times as a famlly.

My father died when I was seven and nmy mother had to
go to work.

ren'ﬁysﬁgzgzg,rgigrgatggezfrgiglgeziérié%% ggﬁfs of ehild~
I began taking plano lessons at the age of four.
the entered a Hardlin first grade at six, liked 1%,
and had a "general feeling® that she was doling all right, es-
peclally when encouraged by several teachers. Music was her
speclal Interest from the start. At elight she begzan the stu-
dy of the clarinet, and she had two years of tap dancing les~
song. Her mother was sometimes among the "few visitors” who
ever came to school.

In junlor high, which she did not particularly enjoy,
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she liked math., Spanish, and music best--history and gym
least. No subject was hard, and she studied less than she
had in the lower grades. She had continuously studied ple
ano, and, in the ninth grade, she undertook mastering the
pipe organ. &he was in chorus and band, was editor of the
Junior high paper one year, and took part in all the youth
groups of her church. Until the sixth grade, she had been
g Girl Scout. During Junior high, she read wvery much, gete-
ting books from the county library. Sometimes she worked to
earn, baby sitting or clerking in the dime store.

During her brilef stay in the senior high school, she
st1ll disliked history, still liked math. and forelgn lan-
guage--also English. Band and chorus were Yof great value%
to her. Subjects In general were easy. She says, "No--un-
fortunately,” she did not study very diligently.

I missed quite a lot of school in ny sophomore year
and didntt go any farther in the public schools. I do
hope to finish by taking correspondence courses.

I worked at a supermarket during my sophomore year
from 5:00 to 10:00 P.M. week nights and 1:00 ¢to 10300
P.M. Saturdays and Sundaysj 5 hours week days~-8 hours
Sat. and Sun.

High school discipline:

Justly, yes. I spent almost a week visiting friends.
Actually I migsed 3 days of school because of the Thankse
giving holiday. I had finighed my slx weeks tests, but
they were stlll in progress during my absence, and I was
unexcused. My principal thought I had missed tests.

The faculty:

I thought they were most helpful and secemed to take
a personal interest in the students.

This girlts high school rocord card shows that she
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has made up, by correspondence, a year of English, a year of
history, and a sexester of typing, and that she has studied
plano and pipe organ at Rocky lMountsin College in Billings.

In six achisvement tests which she took during her

school days, Girl 10 always ranked above her class, once two
years nine months {seventh grade), though she was probably
anong the youngsr ones, s8ice her birthday was in June, Her
grades were consistently excellent through ninth grade, when
she made an A average (A plus in Tnglish). Nowadays, when
there is an important musical program at high school, this
girl 1s 1ikely to appear as plann accompanist,.5?

Girl 11

She has Scotch, Irish, German, and other blood. Her

father was a merchant, her mother a housewife.

I haé a very happy childhood. Lots of my dear girl
friends to play with. We had very sonderful times to-
gether. I also remember the trip with Mom during the
summer of 1941, We went on the train to Chicago, Wash-
ington, D. C., stayed for awhile at Binghamton, N. ¥,
Stayed about a month at Daytona, Florida. Had such a
wvonderful time.

My home life was Just perfecit, reslly nothing to
tell about 1¢t.

She had sttended Bible school before the age of six

when she entered first grade in Hardin, and she had been
read to at home--falry tales and some of the Bobsla Twing!

adventures. "I think that I could read a few words, and

575tatement of Frank Solazzi, band director, Hardin
High Schoel, Hardin, Montana.
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print my namej also recite some pleces.® At home she had
dong ®just little chores to help mother.®

Of early school days:

I Just loved it. I was always so proud when the

teacher let me pass out the sc¢lssors or clean the eraseras,
I took riano lessons, which I started in the second

grade, Clarinet lessons, and drum lessons,

Her mother came to school on visiting days.

She liked Junlor high wery much and found it easy,
"all except general sclence.®™ She di1d home work, besides
practicing piano. History, math., and commercial subjects
wore favoriteg, ©She was In band, Methodlst youth groups,
Brownies and Gi»l Scouts, and gsome church dramaties, She
read much, using the public library; and she baby sat, "but
only on wesk-ends.”¥ She was never disciplined in school.

Her father died berafe ghe finighed secondary school.

In high school (Gee, I can't remember what I wasi!
I'm really getting old.") she went %o Girls' State and High
8chool Week, held offices 1n'class and musical organizations,
She was Worthy Advisor of Rainbow snd president of the Method--
1at Youth Fellowship. She did study diligently, but she did
not care for biology~~®I just didn*t like bugs and things."”
£he recallsz being cheer leader during her senior year, drum
najorette for summer band, singing in chorus, girls'! sex-
tet, playlng in band and clarinet trio, and accompanylng others
on the pilano. 8he was in junior and senior plays. She be~
lieves in activities: "they are a good way to develop person=-

elity."
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Other remarks on high schools

I would have given anythlng to have two years of
stralght dramaties. . « » High school gave me a8 wonder-
ful foundatlon, but my experience has given me mecre.

I think you should offer more subjects, especially
for boys.:. + « » in 's case% he Just doesn!'t know

vhat field he would ilike to enter. I really think Har-
éin 1s lacking in variocus subjects, after talking to kids

from larger clties.

It seemed llke there were always pets that did the
important things., « . . I was always really lucky getting
elected to offices, and getting the real experlience.

She has been thankful for her commercial studies, ex-~
pecially bookkeeping. She remenrbers the teachers as "wonder=—
ful personalities after school hours." She liked them all.

She went to a business eollege the summer of graduse
tion and has worked in offices ever since. "I love my pre-
sent occupation,™ ghe says; but she is also attending model-
ing school. She has been married for two years and has a

i1ittle boy.

§irl 12
This girl, third high in a class of forty, did not re-

turn her gquestionnaire. Her father and mother were both dead
before she entered senlior high. Her father had been a rancher.
She was a very active high school student. Not long after

graduation, she married, and she now has some children.58

Girl 13
The girlt's dlood is mostly German. Her father is a

58statement of C. R. Riebeth, the girl's former Latin
teacher,
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mechani¢ who went through the fourth gradej her mother is a
housewife who finished eighth grade. The paternal grandpar-
ents were both "home taught® in "German education.” This
grandfather was a blacksmith, the other a carpenter. The
mother's parents both had some elementary schooling. The
girl sayss

Spent early life in a boarding house atmosphere, makw~
ing i1t possible to know and be at ease with strangers,
which has always helped in my later years. D14 extensive
traveling with ny parents and enjoyed seeling new places
and learning new things of states and places other than
our own., Enjoyed belng in the outdoors, swimiing, horse-
back riding and various other sports. Enjoyed my Job of
telephone operator most of all my varlous ones.

Her mother rend to her vhen she was small., She en-
tered schoecl at six In another state, but shortly the fam-
1ly moved to Hardin, where she entered the second grade,
sklpping the first. Her accomplishments before she started
to schoolt: reading, writing, addition, division, multipli. _
cation, subtracticn.

I came 1in second in an achievement test in reading
in grade school and was scolded by the teacher in front
of the class. « «+ +« I always regarded as sncouragement
the fact that I was chosen to enter special contests
given in school, in regards to reading.

She liked school, Her family visited "“gometimes."

In the grades, she began eight ysars of pilano study.

She liked Junior high, especially soclal studies.
English was hardest; no sublect was boring. She did home
work. Her activities were: musiec, some dramaties, four
years in the chwch youth group, five years as church organe-

ist, much reading of books from the school llbrary. Ihree
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nights a week were spent as a theater usher., She worked cc-
casionally as a waltress. The ushertszs Jjob was for one yeare.

Although high school was not all easy, she did not
gtudy very hard. 5She had other duties:

" Part time Job clerking and later on as telephone opera=-
zgr. Also worked at home aa Mother worked out during this
me

She had these duties for four years, and theyconsumed "most of
the time left over after school.m™ &he was disciplined once,
“justly," for playing hooky. "I was teld not to try again.,®

I think we had a good group of teachers with the ex-
ception of only onge « «» o« I feel I would have become
more qualified in _________ had the teacher been more quall-
fied and interested in her teaching and pupils. « « « My
typing and basic bookkeepling have been a great help in nmy
case. ¢« ¢ « A friend started me in the job of clerking in

a dry goods store and there I was told of the wonderful
work at the teleghone company .

Bookkeeping gives you a little boost in trying to
make & budget and sticking to it. e ¢« I hope my child-
ren will be able to have a higher education than I had.

I saw vhat effect clanish groups have on those left
ogz gnd therefore I have a8 strong feeling against any and
a oTms,

This girl spent two years in the band, two in chorus.
8he had the leading part in her jJjunior play.

8ince her marriage a Yyear after graduation, she has
worked occasionally. She has two sons. She says:

My present occupation wzs helped by my home econcmics,
as I am now a homemaker,

She finished high school three months before her seven-
teenth birthday.

Grl 1k

She 1s the sister of Boy 20, daughter of a famlly whieh,
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apparently, is completely German in blood. The education of
the grandparents 1s unknown. The mrents had no more than
elementary education. One grandfather, a farmer, was "very
active in civie affairs--schoocl boards, ete." The other
grandfather was a butcher. The girl's father 1s a nserchant.

Both parents like gardening and crafts.

I remember that I always insisted on a bedtime story
and one of the nicest things I ever received as a gift was
a set of books-~all gorts--~fairy tales and many other
kinds. I was always interested In creative things--any-
thing I could make with my hands. Mother also tells me
that I always "stuck up® for my oun rights and that if I
liked somecone I always got along with them, but, if not,

I would have nothing to do with them. I remember, too,
that I always enjoyed pretending that I was someona's
sacretary.

She entered the Hardin schools at seven with no previ-
ous . accomplishments~-"I eoculdntt even count to 10"

Mother tells me that she could always depend upon me

to do what she asked ne to.
The only serlouns disappointment I can recall is not baw

ing able or allowed to enter the Lirst grade when I wasg
g8ix vears old, Mothexr tells me ghe had a terridble time
convinecing me that 1% was best.

My parents were always interested in anything I d4id,
and, although they didntt overdo 1t, they always tock
pri&e in ny work ard d1dn't fall to show thelr pleasure
at my accomplishmentis. My teachers have always encour=
aged me by telling me how "fine" I have done. I seems to
me that everyone has always placed a g reat deal of re-
sponsgibil ity upon me from early childhood

&he 414 home work In the grades and Junlor high, and

also had plano lessons (about ten years of them). She was
active in church and very often called at the county library
for recreational reading matter. She did no work for money.

8he considers high school activities "very valuable."
She took part as follows:
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Chorus-~4 yearsj First Triple Trioj Choraliers; oper-
ettas, Potpourris; ¥ trips to Missoula to the state musie
fostivalsy Junior play--leading role; chairmanship of Red
Cross--2 yearsg; many awards In high school subjects;

DAR Good Citizenship Award; =zZone sgecretary of Walther
Leaguej Montana District secretary of Walther Leagues
secretary of chorusj vice-president, F.H.A.

She finlished with the highest honors in her class.
Her remarks on high school:s
Geometry + » « Just 4idn't make sense., I never felt
that I deserved the straight A's I recelved in it, either.
I belleve I had one of the finest groups of teachers

available anywhere and think very highly of all of them

oxcapt tWwo « &« v
I yemoenmber that when I was a freshman, the chorus

was t0 be moved downstalrs to the room 1t presently oc=-
cuples. At that time Miss Schuster gave me the entire
responsidllity of painting it, etc. which, together with
a very small handful, was accomplished. i believe that
1t st1ll has that coat of paint we gave 1it.

She felt well prepared for business mathematica, and
high school English proved an advantage, too. ©She is grate~
ful to her teachers and very grateful to her parentg--1l'p
very, very fortunate to have had parents like this.®" She
thinka that young people who do not early discover their in-
terests are "not interested in discovering thely interestsi"®
0f eltizenghilp tralning, she gays:

Mr., Gollerts class in Problems of American Democracy.

This was one of the finest and most enjoyable classes I
had~~praesented as onlg Mr. Goller can!
Y

I discovered that being trustvorthy I was allowed
& great deal of freedom and many privileges.,
She 1s partially paylng her way through a large com-
merc¢lal college by working in its general office. She was
staff member of one college publication and founder of anoth~

er. ©She was gecretary of the student councill, and was made
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a member of an international honor scrority. She received
an award "vwhich 1s awarded very few people and 1s given for
quallties of leadership, character, scholarship, personality,

ete.® She also won second prize in an international essay

contest, with a subject pertaining to business education.
She 1s about to start her career in the business world,

although "perhaps®" she wlll take more training, in Yeducatlon
or the field of advertising."®

Girl 15

My home life has been much the same as that of any
young person of a moderate income famlly. My interests
have always been somewhere in the fleld of education
with a partlicular Interest in math, scilence and home ec.
T have also been very interested in church work. My tra-
veling started in my pre~scéhool days when I used to go to
Miles City to visit an auwnt each sumner. Since then ny
traveling has been mostly in the northern part of Mon-
tana and in Canada. Most of this ¢raveling has either
been done with my brother and sister or to sse themn.
The rest of 1t has been to and from state conventions
and district conventions of variocous types. The trips I
have enjoyed most have been to Banff Park, Regina, Gla~
cler Park, Flathead Lake, Missoula, Haelena, Gt. Falls,
and Bozeman.

In primary school, she did mot like sitting in the
front row during music; but she liked school.

She liked Jjunior high, though spelling and muslicwere
hard. &She 4id not study much, and she was not a great read-
er, though she gometimes ealled at tho county library. Her

activities:

P.E. sports-~baseball, basketball, volley ball, deck

tennis, badminton, ping pong and a few others.
Was 1in the mnsie class until I was a freshmon. That

year I was in high school chorus.
In an F,H,A. skit for district conventicn.
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Member of Baptist Youth Fellowship from 8th grade on.

Member of church choir in 9th grade. Was a YW menber for
six years and a Canmpfire 0irl for one year. I helped _
Grandma about once a week--cleaning house and other simple

tasks, usually on Saturdays
She was not diseiplined in school, "except to be asked to be
quiet once in a while,."®
Although sre has not yet attended college, she did go
to High School Week, as a senlor, where she took testsj; and
ghae had other tests dwring her last year. This experlience
with tests revealed certaln strengths and weaknesses in her
trainings mathematics, deflicienty grammar, deficlent; liter-
ature, Ypretty complete;' scilence, "fairly well coversd that
vhich appeared on various testsi™ history, "a decided advan-
tage® as far as her courses have gones music appreeciation,
good. High school activities have been wvaluable to her. She
lists those in which she took parts
Chorus-~i% yearsj; church choir-~-4% years; senior play
and various skits for F.E.A. and F,T.A.j director of
church Christmas playj chalrman, costume committeg-~jun-
lor plays; proof reader, senior annualj chalrman, food
comnlttee, H Day; chairman, Easter breakfast committee
for the church, 2 yearss chalrman for B.Y.F. campling
trip; delegate to Sunday school and church conventliong-—-
5 yearss slternate for Congresss president, B,Y.F.,
local and district; vice president, B.¥.F., also Pep
Club; secretary, B.Y.F. and 4H; treasurer, B.Y.F., and
3 years for F.H.A.; reperter and recreatlion leader, uis;
song leader and parliamentarlian, F.T.A.
She studied four or more hours each day outside of
class. Sha enjoyed school, liked her {eachers, graduated
with tep hornors, and is laying plans to work her way through

eollega., Oirl 16 1g her sister.
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girl 16

The father of Girls 15 end 16 is a ditch rider for an
irrigation company. He 1s of Danlsh~German famlily, the son
of a farmer. He finished four grades 1ln schoocl. The girls!
mother, of Engligh-Irlsh-Scotch family, finished eighth grade.
Her parents, who also went through the 8th grade, were farm
people, her mother at ong time a teacher. She "ralsed tuclve

children on a Montana homestead."™ The girls evidently knew

thelr maternal grandfather; one says, "He loved to fish," and
the other remarks that he was an "excellent violinist,."®

This girl, like her sister, wag flrst ranking student
in her high school class, 8he received snowgh teacher train-
ing to go into the schools for a whille, is now marrled, and

hags a daughter. &She says:

I grew up in the country rear a8 wooded area complete
with a rurning creek. I was always a nature lover, I
suspect often to my wmother's dismay, DBoxes and Jars
filled wilith snakes, tadpoles, chipmunks, skunks, etc.,
were pore the rule than the exception at our house.

My brother {(four years my elder) and I were always
very closs. Qutdocr sporits including swimming, skating,
anghhorseback riding were among the things we dld to-
gether.

Mother and Dad read Falry Tales and other childrents
stories, also Sunday school steorlss. 0Older brother read
to me from his school books. « « » After much struzgling
and hard work my brother taught me the counties and
county seats In Montana (before she went to school]l .

Often had chickens and gathered eggs.

She liked the early grades. Her mother sometiuses vie
gited, The little girl was "often asked to resd or recite po-
etry to the class.

Favorite sublects, junior high: math., selence, llter-
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ature. DNone were hardj history was boring. ©&he studied at
home, and took plano lessons. School was enjoyable. Her

activities:

Yearly track meets--grades 5 and 6, noon baseball and
other recreation (teams) during jJjunior high. Thankse-
giving and Christmas plays--grades 5 and 6. SundaK
School--entire perlodj Bible School~~each summerj 4H
Club=wentire period.

She was an ardent reader, of magazines found at hone
and of books from school and publie libraries. She lived In
the ecountry and 414 nct work to earn. At schcol, she was
"lustly®” disciplined for gum chewlng and talking. Thent

tal Starting with grade nine spent two years in s hospi-
Bd

The trouble was polio, which made useless this girl's right
arm. She had to learn to write with her left hand.5?

At college, she found herself very lacking in gram-
mar but well prepared otherwlise. Acqualntance with fine
literature has been one of her greatest enjJoyments.

I was glven many opportunitles from grade school

through high school to take over parts or scmetlmes the

whole of my classes. I think this really started me to

want to teach.
Future Teachers Assoclatlion, which I understand you

now have, would have helped my case.
Tests revealed aptitudes in science and math.

0f the emphaslis on law-abidingness in high schools

Perhaps too much emphasis on fdo this" and not enough
on 'why.?

Somewhat handlcapred with a crippled arm, sha still

59statement of C. R. Riebeth, Girl 16's teacher for
two years, Hardlin High Scheool, Hardln, Montana.
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took part In school life:

Worked on annmual and paper staff during senlor years
president of F.H.A. senlor year; master of ceremonies,
county 4H achlevement day; Girlst' State, junior years
4K Congress at Bozeman, sophomore yearj High School Weeks

resident F,H.A., 4, B.Y.P; vice-president Junior Class,
s B.Y.F.} secretary Senlor Class, 4H, B.Y.F.j; treasur-
er l'lﬁ, B.,Y.¥.

Though she found high school physics rather hard, 1t
was a favorite subject, along with chemistry, math., litera-
ture. She "rather digliked memorizing dates in history.®
She had household dutles at home, and she also studled at
home. HNow that she is a housewlfe and mother, she says that
she sometimes wishes that she had four years of home econon-
les.

One of her instructors there wriltes that in college
this girl made "close to an A" average. She was ong of
ocur finest students. It was a pleasure for me to have her

in class.”

Girl 17
She i3 the slster of Boy 22. All cf her grandpar-

ents were apparently foreign~born, Germans who lived in Rusg-

sia, and had very meager schooling as children, at least one

of them "in Russla.” It was a famlly of farmers. The girlt's
father went through the elghth grade, her mother through thse

£ifth. The father likes to bowl, the mother to style and

sew clothes, to garden. The maternal grandmother has taught

herself to read English, “canned goods labels.®
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My interests when small were paper dolls in every
phase from drawing dollsg, eutting, drawing clothes, and
playing with them. I was also very interested in musice
vhen smalle~in fact my earliest ambltlion was that of be-
ing an opera singer.

Travels include two trips to Seattle, Washington, one
to San Angelo, Texas, Logan Utah, and this summer to Chi-
cago, whichuwill be my first ven%ure east of Mliles Clty.
ggese grigs were respectiively at the ages of 9, 12, 13,

’ an [ ]

Girlst State, Paclflc Regilonal F.H.A, conference,
and my high school trips will always stand ouf in my mem=
Oy e

Mother read Bunday school lessons and Bibdble storles
every night before bed. I was also given a nursery rhyme
picture book.

Before the age of six:

I was given the responsibllity cof getting cows and
often stayed alone till 6 and 10 p,m. when parents went
to Billings or meetingsa.

And in grade school:s
In the 5th grade, I was glven my first "C" and this was
in art, a subject in wvhich I was particularly interested,
After receiving the "C" Iin the 5th grade, my 6th grade
teacher encouraged me in art work. The &th grade teacher
spirited my Interests in spelling by placing me as top
speller and the first one in her class fto work out a sys-
tem of notes while she lectured.

She especially llked the second grade, when an Indlan
teacher used to %tell stories. Starting at the age of nine,
she tocock planc lessons for the rest of her school life. Her
enjoyment of school was threatened because her "schoclrates
secmed awfully mean and Jeslous at times." B&he always liked
art best of all courses.

She did home work, in junler high, and still took
pianc lessons. During the seventh grade, she was confirmed,

the youngest in her churchts confirmation ¢lass that year.
Her Jjunior high activitles:
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Cheerleader 8th, 9ths 8th grade play; class speech.
Went to church canp avery sunmer from 4th -%th. Started
in Young Peoplels lLeague 7th grede. Posters for btaghkotw
ball schedule. Librarian in grade school., I 6th, 7th.

fhe €14 s pedlun amount of reading, using the county library.

Heyr high school sctivities:

Beeund triple irio as a poph., first Jr. & Br., Chora-
liere Jr. & 5re; Cloe Club and Chorus % years; Jr. play,
interscholastic conpatition at Mlssoula Jr. yeoreeserious
declamation and “Happy Journey." Potpourrl, operettus
schiosl paper and annhual, paper ptaff artiast z a natio
chairmanship in F,2.4.¢3 Girist Ctateg Cirlst Ration, alw
'tamataz guecn®s attendant, prony president, Fep Club,
F.H.4, (local and districk); orgenizer of Pep Clubj drew
up local canstitution for P04, state cdrnirman, muslc,
F.HeA. 3 vica~-president, G.A.A., chorus; sacretary, FH.d.,
district, of ohurch ies‘aithar Lezgue local and sone) trea-
sarery F.H.A.3 0.4.R. Dowling teanm, 4rill fean, mid re-
porters org zor cf Gihehas Exill toam.

ghe ¢1sliked no high schosl sudlect, but one course

vag ruined because of the attistude of the teacher. She thinks
that she probsbly awveraged, over the years, four hours of
dally study ocutpide of schoole-hours vhich more likely to oow
cur betwesn ten and twelvs at nicht oy $ix and gseven Iin the
aernling, because of soclal dutlies. Hoy bus schoadula consunoed
two hours daily. '

Girl 17 held the second placa of honer in hor graduw-

ating clagas,
£ir) 18

She is girl 17%s cousin and a renbor of the sgme
class, in which she ranked fourth. A group intelllgzence

test taken by this class during thelyr sonler ycar placed hey
at the top of the clasgs, Che did not return hor questlon-
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nalre, but her senlor year book lists these activities for

her:
Operetts 1, 2, 3, %; Potpourri 1, 2, 3, 4; Glee Club
1, 2, 3, %3 "B® Cheerleader 1, 2; Librarian 33 Dramatics
33 GAA 1, 2, 3; CAA Btudent Council rep. 23 GAA ZTreasurer
33 Drill Team 2, 33 Pep Club 3, 4; Annual Staff 4; Paper
Staff 33 Publicatlons Pow Wow 33 Awards: Civics; World
historys Shorthands Typing 2.

She was editor-in-chief of the yesrbook.

Gir) 19

The father of this girl 1s a sugar company executives
her mother is a teacher. Both parents are intorested in the
gchools; the father is head of a county committee appointed
by the governor of Montana to lnvestigate education, and he
has been a school board member. The girl's maternal grand-
father was a Jeweler. Some of hls farmily in Norway had deen
makers of fine funiture.60

A letter from the ragistrar*g office of theo universi-
ty where this girl earned her B. A. degrea states:

She ranked in the first quartile of all Bachelor of

Arts with a numbrical rank of Sth in 410, When ranked

with all students recelving degrees from gge college of e
Arts and Belences, she ranked 6th in 481.

The girl ranked flrst in her high school class, 8She
did not return her questionnaire, but her class yearbook

gives her activities:

601nterview with Girl 1J9's mother, Hardin, Montana,
spring, 1957.

6lprances Hutchison, Assistant Director of Records,
University of Colorado. Boulder, Colorado, Juns 7, 1955.
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Band 1, 2, 3, %; Chorus 1, %, %3 Class Historian 2;
Paper Staff &; Editor of Annual k%; Girls' Sextette 3, k.

Girl 20

Of her father she says, "Inventor. He is very capable

and I'm sure he could do anything well. « « « He want through
the 5th grade in Minneapolls, but I'm sure he knows as much
as anyone else.® This mants famlly is German-Polish-French;
his father, who came %o America in the 1860's from Poland,
was a teacher and a merchant, of college education. His
motherts famlly was partly New Orleans French, The girl's
mothey, daughter of a f amily which has lived in America for
many generations, 13 a college graduate. Of the maternal
grandfather, Girl 20 says, "Indilan agent, worked in banks,
I remember I liked him wery much," Her sister, Girl 21, adds,
YA good grandfather." Of her grandmother, Giri 20 says,
YAnotheyr of my favorite people.” This grandmother had once
spent two years in college; her father was a graduate, a
Judge.

Ve lived with my grandparents in Billings as early as

I can remember. Daddy was in Hardin, where hls bullding
was, and he came on weekeéends to see us. Occasionally
we canme to Hardin with him, then went back the same day.
1 remember liking to come--Daddyts rooms in the bulld-
ing basement were full ¢of stuff--rocks and minerals in
bottles, and little machines and bocks and Sharp pic=-
tures--everything typical of Daddy and everythlng neat-
1y arranged. We moved to Hardin when I was 12, The in-
terests I had then were horses and our cameXa. » « » 1
had a sincere love of horses, and I think X still do

only at present I don't gee much of them. I still like
to take pictures, too.

She started school in Billings, coming to Hardin in
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the last months of the sixth grade.
Although she was read tc before she could read, the

early favoritesg best remembered are the Doctor Doolittle
books which she used t¢ read to herself.
Her early school yearsi

I used to 1ile ¢to wateh the baby across the streed
for her mother. I think I was about 7.

I dontt think I really neceded encouragemsent in school.
In the early grades, I don't remember anything beling
hard to 4o and § dont*t remember worrylng abdout not learn-

ing anything.
She enjoyed gchool.

People were always nice to me, though. All the fanm-
1ly and ny teachers. I don't think I had any reason notf
to like school then.

I took plano for awhile.

The whole famlly was always Interested in anything to
co~operate with us and school.

She also enjoyed Junlor high in Harding

I remember Just enjoying the kids. I had lots of
nice friends and we had a good time, which I'm sure
neant more to me than the studying. I don't remember
anything bvoring me. I think that if I were bored all
subjects would do 1t on that particular day. We always
had fun in physical ed., especlally in nlce weather,
wvhen we went outdoors.

She often d1d home work, but she took no lessons outside of

school. Her activities:

I usually ran races in track meets while in 5th & 6th.
I liked to ride horseback and go swimming summertimes.
I sang in chorus groups vhen they had music festivals in
schoolj so did everyone, though, One summer, I was in
& children's Shakespeare group in Billings and I was in
two playss « « «+ I was a Girl Scout, buft only for a year.
I dont{ rememnber church as a vital part of my life.

She thinks that she probably 414 a medium amount of reading.
Soma of her reading matter was found at home, some at the

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



o L

gchool and publie libraries.

I think I read fumny hooks for avhile, probably when
I was about 1+, I outgrew them, though, in.a hurry.

ghe addss

I didn't have to worry about not learning things, for
example in arithmetie, because I always had help at home
if I needed 1t. I remember 8th grade math as being harde
er than anything I had met up with previously

She remembers no dlsclpline 1n the grades or junior
high school.
Of high school days:
I liked most of the faeculty; I think most of them
1iked moe.
Once I was reprimanded by the junior high principal
for whistiing . s ¢« « Another time I was rude to a teache

or I didntt like. I was to blame both times. It pays teo
co~operate and go more than half way,

She dia consi&egable work at home during high school,
after school and on Saturdays, although she says, "I had all
the free time I wanted. Bhe usually spent some time on home
work.every day--two hours, sometlimes more. "I liked high
school and when I look back on it I feel as though I learned
a lot there.™ She liked sclence best of all subjects. Her
activities:

Pregident of sophomore class; vice-president and
president of Oronyx Clubs Worthy Advisor of Ralnbow;
annual staff; one year in band; Masonlc¢ award for best
girl citizen of the high schoolj dramatics--a worker be-
hind the scenesj prom gueen.

Hor other comnents:

We had economics & soclology one year, which I liked.
Mr. Sezlyer was the teacher, and I z2lways thought he was
good at getting the important things across.

I think I used to get arcund regulations one way or
another. Thelr being there kind of bothered me.
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I think the basiec grammar I knew I learned at home from
ry mother once when I was sick, I know this helped very
much in H. 8. and college.

The sclence teacher we had, who also taugh math: was
a good one, I think. « « « The classes he had ¢idat't dare
do anything dbut pay attentlon and lesrn. . . «

College was lots harder than high school malnly becauss
in college they covered so much material in gulte a bit
shorter time. I didn*t feel my high school had not pre-
pared me for college.

We wanted more athletics for girls.

I remember being impressed by the vocational library
at the U. It was In the guldance office and open to any
student. I thought then that high school kids should
heve access to such a library.

Gir)l 20 spent most of three years in twoe different
colleges and oneg summey session in another. She was mar-
ried at the beginning of her Jjunior year and went back to
gschool with her husband, Boy 15.

At college, she worked for avhile in the student un-
ion ecafeterla.

It wag fun, not work. You get acqualnted with more
students, and you spend time that you probably would
waste otherwlse.

For two summers, she was 1life guard at the Hardin munilcipal
swinming pool, having gualified for the positlon at a2 Red
Cross school. She taught swilinming and organized the water
festival.

She 18 “not necessarily" trained for her present cc-
cupation, mother of three. "I'm glad to be halfway educated,
though. I think mothers should know sonething."

This girl was top ranking student in her high school
clasa. At college, besides Joining &8 sorority, she betarme a

fember of the woments honorary soclsty.
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This girl 1s the daughter of a business man and a

teacher, She 18 Girl 20*s sister. £She gives her father's
hobbles as “sports, mining, inventing, reading, gardening,
bird-watching, geometry.,¥ her mother's ag "readlng, house

eleaning, travelling, costume making.”

I have many pleasant memories of my childhood. « + .
¥We lived with nmy grandparents in Billings for many years,
then moved to Hardin when I wag ten. It seems as though
wa were always doing something interesting, traveling
here and there, goling on short sight-seeing trips, have
ing pienics, etce

We spent the summer of Y42 In Casper, while ny Dad
vorked at the Alr Base that was being constructed there.
My mother and I did much horseback riding, swimming, and
tennis playing, and had lots of fun at 1t.

In ! we gpent a very enjozzhle summer Iin Minneapolils
with my amnt and uncle., In t46 we traveled to Taos, New
Mexico, to wisit an old friend of my parents, an artist.
x» ¢ » The trip wvas of great importance because we had al-
vays heard much about him and had many of his paintings
hanging in our house. We want during the war years,
vhich made the trip a real adventure.

I spent many summers at the hiome of my aunt and uncle
in Hamilton and on thelir ranch in the Bitterrcot Valley.
I always had a wonderful time~~also a lot of upbringing.

She started school in Billlings at five years, nine
months, but she had known how to read for about a year, and
had already been through her sisterts first reader. Of her
small childhood, she says:

I was read to a lot: Peter Rabbli, Iale of Iom K1~

Xen, probably all of the Beatrix Pot%er stories, along
with many others.

I wag gilven an allowance when I was very youg. Vas
always permitted to do any chores or housework that I
wanted to.

With a 1ittle help from her grandmother, she taught

herself to play the plance when she was seven cr elght. She

had learned in school how to read notes vocally, and, with
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that knovledge as a starting point, she learned to read pi-
ano music. *Members of the family tock great pains in teach-
ing me such things as playing the plano, reading, horseback

riding,®* she says.

I played hooky In the second grade « « «» but T always
enjoyed grade school in spite of that.

Alvays, when anything was going on in the way of pro-
grams or open house, some of the famlly was there,

fighth grade math. was the only hard junicr high
subject. Soclal science was a bore. English, art, musie,
and math. {"excluding 8th grade™) were greatly enjoyed.
Her early activities:

Track meets in grade schoole-gven Jack playing toupr-
naments., There were not many girls' sports after grade
school except for regular P. B. couvrses.

Chorug and band in Jr. High School.

Church--~Pllgrinm Fellowship.

I was a Girl Scout for a long tine.

At times she 4did a great amount of reading, and she rode
horseback, though she lived in town.

We had a nice fat horse to ride, when we lived in
Hardin., She kept us wsll supplied with colts and pas~
ture problems.

I had a very independent childhood. . « « Any tinme
it was ssible to do so5, decislons were left up to me
concerning my clothes, spending money, my activities.
I had a much more unimhibited childhood than most of
my friends, I believe.

Reflecting on high schoel days and thelr contribution
to her 1ife, she says:

I could have used more languages and history. « « .
I have always been aware of the good training that was
available both in dhorus and band. « . « Art courses
would have been more advantagetus.,

Cirls' gports were utterly lacking, and I feel they
are jJust as important a part of high school for the giris
as for the boys.
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It 1s advantageous for anyone to have the chance to
take part in scheool government. . . « I learned much from
the part I had in 1¢,

I don't believe the school had much to do with ny
great ambition of becoming an architect, but rather my
parents and thelr interest in it and all the books and in-
formation available right in my hone.

In any courses I was particularly good at, I was al-

ways encouraged by the teacher.
We were taught all the mechanics of voting. « « « and
they tried to teach us to keep off of peoplest lawng and

talke care of school property.
People that are sitting around thinking they are belng
treated unfalirly are probably making excuses for themselves.

0f the extracurricular activities:

They are most important. They glve youngsters a
chance to know the importance of working in a team--which
they will f£ind themselves doing in almost any type of job.
In competlitive sports they have the chance to learn how
to win or lose gracefully. They also give the mind and
body something entirely different from the grind of study-
ing from a book.

This girl liked athletles., When she was a senior, the
younger glirls at the junlor hlgh were recelving Instruction
in tumbling. She requested, and was granted, permission to
enter the seventh grade physical education c¢lass in tumbling.
She lists her high school actlivities:

Tumbling team; sextet, girls?! chorus, mixed chorus--

L4 years; senior band--5 years (beginning 8th grade), horn
solos; Student Couneil--2 years; president, soph. classg
Junior play, and another play put on by a clvic groups
Orcnyx Club (and 4rill team)--3 years, president 4th year.
paper staff and annual staff, senlor year; Worthy Advisor,
Rainbow; church, Pllgrim Fellowship; several other club
and class offlices; 2 operettas.

During the spring of her senior year, she broke a
colt to saddle and bridle.®2 She always had duties around
home, "but no one demanded that I do them." Her favorite

studies were "geometry, vhysics, advanced math & trig." She

625tatement of the girlts mother.
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found Latin and chemlstry hard, but high school was "fairly
easy," and she disliked no subject. "If I dlsllked the teach-
er, that sort of ruined the fun of the subjeect.®

On some I didn't work at all. On the omes I enjoyed I
worked fairly, although I didn!'t exert nyself on any, I'sn

ashamed to say.

She entered collegze at seventeen, her major being archi-
tecture. In the architecture department, she met the man
wvhom she married. After her marriage, during her second year,
she continued college for three guarters. DBesldes those of
her sorority, activities cccupled her leisure:

Regular P. E. sgports, glirléirs soft ball team, skilng

teamy A Capellia Cholri Architectural Clubg president of
the ireshman dorm.

Bhe would like to return to college some day "after
children are grown, or before I1f I have the opportunity."”
Yearwhile, she says of her present occupation, keeping house

and raising children (there are three), "I much prefer 1t to

any.”

Girl 22

Her father and grahdfathers were farmers, the women of
the family housewives, The family 1s German-Austrlanj; three
of the grandparents were born in Europe. 0One went through
fourth grade, another through third; the education of the
other two 1s unknown. The girl's parents both went through

the eighth grade.

I was reoared on a farm and of course all the dutles
of a farmer?'s daughter were mine. There was naver a
lack of things to be done, but rathoyr a lack of time to
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to get all the things finished that needed to be done.
My father always had time to play with my brother and
me but of course most of the time I was off in a corner
reading. I loved to read and did a great deal of 1%,
e « My memorles are all pleasant ones, but of course
i must have had my wnpleasant moments, toco. I am grate-
ful for the wonderful guidance my parents gave ma., They
tried to instill into my life the importance of honesty
and dependabllity. - +» « My travels were almost nil, ex~
cept for an occasional fishing trip.
Ehe was in the second grade when she came to Hardin.
As & little girl, she sometimes had the care of a smaller
brother.

When I first started school in Hardin, we were given
a spelling test by a substitute teacher and not knowing
the words I couldntt write them. The teacher snatched
the paper from me when the test was over.
Mrs. Strand--3rd grade teacher--was always a very
faverite teacher of mine.
She enjoyed school:s

Yoz, very much--after I became used to it. The first
several weeks of the flrst grade vere trylng.

Her famlily visited school sometimes.

In junior high, she liked mathematlics, found honme
economlics boring and physieal education "most disteteful.*
History was hard. £he 4id home work. 8She took part in oe-
casional Christmas and other speclal programs, had bassoon
lessons for four years, belonged to the ycung people's eoci-
ety of her church, and constantly read hbooks from the publie
library. She 413 not work to earn.

"118312§ I remember having to write, "I will not chew
gun meg,

In high school, she llked the commerclial subljects,
particularly bookkeeping. Though geometry was hard, she dig-
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liked no studies. ¥Some could have been taught more inter-
estingly.” During every year but the last, she d1d home work,
That year she spent two hours daily as bookkeeper for a Hardln
businesas. Her commerclal teacher remembers her as one of tha
most remarkable students he has ever had in many years of
teaching.53 Her high school activities:

Chorus, lst ysarj make~up committee, seniocr plays;
typist for annual (but I didn't do any typing); good
eitizonship award; F.H.A. president Sr. year, secretary
Jr. yearj; Student Council rep. one year; High School

Week.
She did not go to college, but was nmarried a few

months after high schocl graduation arnd now has a son. She

docks back on high schools

I would have lliked to have the second ysar of short-
hand, It wasn't avallable because of the lack of stu-

dent interest.

« « It glves one a feelling of confidence to know
what he is doing and that he 1ls doing the type of work
{or gquality of work) hls employer expects. Without the
training I received in high school I could not have this
satisfaction with my job.

There were opportunities on all sides of us to pre~
pare us to be good clitlzens » ¢ ¢« » Our school gov't
helped me understand somewhat better how our gov't worked,
on a smaller scale.

. I liked most of the faculty members. They were con-
genial & friendly and most helpful and yet they expected
you to do the best work you could.

I enjoyed my high school life wvery much., It encour-
aged me to learn to work with a group and to take an ac-

tive part. e » »
Though now, for several years, a housewife, she still

works sometimes as a bookkeeper. She 1s grateful to the

63gr. G. Robertson, interview. Hardln, Montana, May,
1955
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conmerelal department and instructor, who prepared her to
enter the business world with confidence.

I enjoy my work very much and belng a housewife be-
sides proves 1t 13 the work I prefer or I wouldn't be
doing 1%.

~ WI# circumstances permit,” she will continue her ed-

ucation, either by correspondence or in college.

!
{

§irl 23

Her father is a farmer; her mother has been an of-
fice worker and a teacher. The girl was third high in her
class of fifty-four students; and she went on to college with
the intention of working toward an M. D. degree. She did
spend somg $time in medical studles.™ She is married now,
and has at least one child, a daughter.65éhe did not return
the questionnaire, but the yearbook of her senior class lists
her activities:

Band 1, 2, 3, 4; Clarinet trio 2, 3, 43 Clarinet
Suartet 1, 2, 43 Chorus 1, 3, 4; Glee &duv 1, 3, &3 Oron-
5i- 2, 33 Oronyx Vice Pres. 3; Student Couneil 3, %; Big
Horn Staff %; F.H.A. 1, 4; Dramatics 3, k.

She had leadling parts in dramatics, and she would

have been president of Oronyx Cluby, & very active girls' or-

ganization, had 1t not been disbanded by order of the school
board.66

6% Tnterview with the girl. 8t. Vincent Hospital,
Billings, Montana. September, 195l.

65L.etter from the girl to Mrs. E. W. Riebeth.
Christmas, 1954%.

66z, R. Salyer, Supt., District 17H., letter. Hardln,
Montana, July 25, 1955,
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girl 24

This girl 1s the sister of Boys 23 and 24 and daughter
of a business man and housewife. At least some branches of
her family have been in America for a long time, but her tlood
1s English and Dutch. Her father had one ysar of unlversity
education, and his father some business college training; but
all other relatives named on the guestionnaire had no educa-
tion beyond grade school,

I always enjoyed reading a great deal and would almos$
rether, S0, FIat than, e oateics g ey I the igs.”
the Southwest--Arizona, N, Mexico, Californla, one to the
Central East of the U. 8., and another trip to Canada.

Every weekend or Sunday, during the summer, we used
to go canmplng or fishing, and I always snjoyed those ex-
cursions.

"Mother used to read to us every night," and, wvwhen
school days began, Mother came “on visliting days and the spe~
elal occasions.® At six, the girl entered the first grade
in Hardin. ©She enjoyed school. Pilano lessons began that
same year.

In the later grades and Jjunior high, arithretlic was
hard and borings; she liked history and geography. After the
silxth gradey she 4id home work. About that time, she began
lessons on the elarinet, Glrl Scouting aﬁsorbed.her from the
sixth to the ninth grade, when she Jolned the Pllgrim Fsllow-
ship of the church and the senior high school band. During
those years, she borrowed many books from the county library.

In high school, where the amount of studying she did

was "just about average,® she dld not like algebra and geom-
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etry, which were hard, &She did like history, commercial sub-
Jecta, and English. &he found the faculty "quite adequate.”
At home, she "had to help with the normal amount of house-
work, but 1t wasn't very tlme consuming,"taking perhaps a halfl
to a full hour per day. She does not remember belng dlsci-
plined in her whole school life.

Her hich school activities:
Band--i years, president senlor year; minor parts in
Sf sophomore elassy presiaent, Oronys Cluby memhes 3 o

yearss Worthy Advisor, Ralnbowj maid of honor, junior
pronm.

Her comments on high school:

I 4d1dn't take bookkeeping In high school, and H#at was
to my disadvantage the first quarier of accountlng.

I belleve teachers c¢ould be more enthuslastle about
the different vocations.

Altho I felt I never had any special talent or abili-
tles, I honestly belleve that most of the faculty would
go out of their way to promote & stimilate s studentts
interesgt or taleni in music, sports, or intelligence, if
the student showed extra or above normal promise.

There could have been more emphasis on current events,

We waere encouraged to use common gense more than blind

ocbedlence.
Extracurricular activities, in my opinion, are almost
as important as the regular subjects.

8he wishes that there had been greater stress on fine
literature.

She thinks that having a toy typewriter vwhen she was
small, and having aunts in the commereial field of work, in-
fluenced her to choose business administration as her col-
lege majJor. She obtalned a B. 8. degree, taught for one
year, and was narried. Following her husband from one mili-
tary post %o another, she worked sometimes in offlces. Now
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she has two children; her formal education i1s finished, she

says.
In a class of forty high school senlors, she was first.

Girl 25
This Japanese girl came to Hardin during the war, in

hey senlor yoar, At graduaticn, she ranked second in the
elass of thirty-three students. She tock business tralning
after high school, 13 now married, has at least one child,

and lives on the West Coast.Gs She did not return her gques-

tionnaire.

girl 26
Her father, now dead, had a degree in agriculture,
which he had earned at Montana State College and Cornell Uni=~
versity. His father was a merchant, and hls mother had at~
tended c¢ollege. The girl's mother has been a teacher and is
now a business woman., The maternal grandfather was a mer-
chant with high school and business college education; the
grandmother had attended grade school only, The family hasa
English and German blood. Of childhood days, the girl says:
Have three brothers-~one older, two younger. EnjJoyed
ecaring for youngest brother very much. Lived on a farm
& consequently played for the most part with my broth-
ers. Our family had thelr entertalinment in the home--as
a unit. Several famllles lived fairly short distances
avay & all of the f amllles got together for slelgh rides,

skating, pot luck suppers, & picnies. An occasional trip
to 8heridan, Wyo., and to see the carnlval, was quite a

65irs. Rose Kawamoto, phone conversation, May, 1995.
Hardin, Montana.
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treat. Traveled to Minnesota several tinmes to vigit
Erandparants, which was very interesting & fascinating.
iked to help my father get the cows Iin from the pastures

in the evening.
Her mother and Lather both read to the children at

horme. She was seven when she entered the fiprst grade, and
she could read a little, "had learned to write name & family
names, read some, knew alphabet & knew all colors.” As a
small chlld she did baby tending, of her small brother and
neighbor?'s children; she also did chores, housework, and gar-
dening.

At gchool, "father and mother wvisited rather often.”
She liked schoolj; having to stay home during a family quaran-
tine one time was a major disappointment. Teachers reconm-
mended skipping the second grade, but her parentsg, belng
doubtful of the advantages of skipping, 4did not let her do
it. ©She liked the piazno and tcok lessonsg for five years,
beginning at age nine.

Favorite Junlor high subjects were spelling, arith-
metic, Bnglish. In the ninth grade, she began to do home
work. She read widely, took part in school sports, hiked,
rode horseback, and went to Girl Scout camp each eummer. Sha
was a Scout for four years. At church, she was & Sunday
school teacher, church organlst, member of the Junlor cholr,
and member of the Junior Altar Guild. By baby sitting, she
made pln money.

The Indian Service brought her father to the Hardin
area when Girl 26 was a high school sophomore. High school
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was not entirely easy; chemistry and geometry were hard.
English, history, home ec¢., blology, algebra, and Latln were
all enjoyed., ©She studled regularly but '"not particularly
hard,® at least two hours per day as a freshman and gopho-
more, dwindling to "maybe ¥ hr. Sr. year." She was never dlsw
eiplined in school. The faculty were "very likeable & fairew
414 thelr best. I respected many for theilr examples and the
way classes were organized." Her activities were these:

Pep Club--freshman yearj; Band--2 yrs.; Sr. class play;
readings for assemblies, freshman year; circulation mana=-
ger for the paper; D.A.R. award for citizenship, Sr. years
Worthy Adviscr, Ralinbow; secretary, freshman class; presi-
dent, Home Ec¢. Cludb, 8Br. year.

High school studies "all helped inmmensely™ in college
courses, she says, particularly algebra. The abllity to type
was a boon in nurset's training and later practice.

Other comments on high school:

I thought the student government was a weak organiza~
tion--may have been laclk of interest on part of students.
Perhaps the motivation for students was missing.

Counselling and guldance program would have been bene-
fieial) to many students. o« » »

She consgidered the extracurriculum "very wvaluablel®

Of her own special abilitles, she says, "Didn't know I had
anyl® About alids in the developument of her plans to study
nursing, she says:

It 18 rather hard to my who should get the eredlt, but
certainly nmy rents would get the mcst. I was inter-
ested in nursing & my father & mother were pleased & I

%now struggled to see ma through most of § yrs. of col-
ege.

Sclence courses have saided me-~chenistry & bioclogy,
but at the time I thought chem., was hard & did not see
the full value of taking 1t. « « « Famlly friends and
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and the Indlan Service hcspital probably contributed the
most information.

In college, she Jolned a sorcrity and engaged in ac-

tivities:
Womsn's Athletic Associationg sororlty aportss; circu~
lation editor for sorority chorus; m