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PREFACE

The purposeldf this paper is to attempt to dis-
cover the true piaqe and importance of Pierre Wibaux in
the éattle 1ndustry>of Eastern Montana and Western North
Dakota and to atudy the methods he used in making a for-
tune in bonanza ranching on the Little ¥Milssourl slope.

A more accurate picture might have been presented
had the necessary research been carried on thirty years
agb when many of Wibaux's contemporaries were still living.
The attempt to secure the facts at this late date has neces-
sitatéd the tedioué reading of hundreds of pares of news-
papers covering the years from 1883 te 1913, a study of
county records of the same period, an ettempt to locate
interviews of Wibaux's contermporaries as made by earlier
research students, and the task of finding men who knew
Wibaux during his years in ontana and securing staterents
from them In regard to the man and his work, a task which
invariably proved to be very pleasant.

For ald in the preparstion of this paper I am es-
pecially indebted to ¥Mr. Ray H. ¥attison, historian of the
Theodore Roosevelt National Memorial Park, for the use of
material collected by him, to the State Iiistorical Society
of Montana and the North Dakota State lilstorical Zociety
for making their colleections available for my use, to the
Dawaon County Review Publishing Company and the {lendive
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City Library, both of Glendive, Montana, for allowing me to
nake a conmplete perusal of thelr newspaper files, to the
county officials of Billings Counbty, Horth Dakcta, and Cus-
ter County, Hontana, who cooperated to the fullest possible
extent in ailding me in the use of thelr records, to Lir.
Wallace Scott of Wibaux, ¥ontana, who made his material
avallable for my use, to Dr. Paul C. Phillips, Professor of
History at MHontana State University, under whose able guid-~
ance:this paper was prepared, and to the old tiners of
Eastern Montana and Western North Dakota who so patiently
answered the many questions which I asked while collecting

the information used in producing this thesis.



INTRODUCTICH

The great cattle industry of the Northwest during
the pericd from 1875 te 1200, often spoken of as the pe=-
riod of the beef bonanza, has furnished subjeet matter of
Interest to students of the area for the lest half century,
but too often the resultant writing has taken on the aspect
of the scenario of the western mowvie, colored with the fan-
tasy of romance mcde glarorous by its pilcturesqueness, the
only limitation being imposed by the amount of imagination
pecasessed by the writer, Of all the tales which have been
told, few have imparted any real knowledge of the business
realities whieh the rancher had to face, the courage neces-
sary to overcome reversals, and the element of chance which
pervaded the business of making large scale ranching pro-
fitable.

The story of Flerre Wibaux, who became the largest
and wealthiest individual cattle owner In America and then
went on to beconme a figure of importance in financisl cir-
cles, may well be used to illustrate the problems Iaced
and the methods used by the successful rancher in overcons
ing unfavorable conditions. During his verliod on the range
in Eastern Hontana and Westermn HNorth Dakota many fortunes
were wrecked due to inexperience or laclk of judgment, while
other investments, cared for by men of the calibre of wi-
baux, prudent, sagaclous, 1ling to take a gamble if the

odds were favorable, were bullt intc fortunes. Probably



thlis may be best expressed in the words of a newspaper
article written at the turn of the century.

"Throughout the range distriet of the liorthwest, no
name is more familiar than that of Pierre Wibaux, the
millionaire cattle king of Eastern liontana. There was
a time In the somewhat recent history of range stock
growing in the Horthwest when so-called cattle kings
were plenty. During the boom enjoyed by the industry
in the early '80t's, the title was liberally bestowed;
somewhat too liberally, as was demonstrated when so
many of the bovine royalty went to the wall after the
hard winter of 1886-7, but among the few who emerged
from the disaster referred to with all standards fly-
ing was Plerre Vilbaux. '#Jibaux's luck,? they called
1¢t, but those aequainted with the man and his methods
-knew that it was simply a case of rare business judg-
ment coupled with an indomitable will power and the
courage of convicticns, all atiributes of the kind of
royalty that ig all ages, and under all conditions, has
made history."

1 I1iustrated and Eistoriecal Edition, The Yellowstone
Journal, Miles City, Montana, Sept. 27, 190C, p. &0.




CBAPTER 1I.

PIERRE . WIBAUX'S EURCFEAN BACKGROUND

In order that the character of Pierre Wibaux may be
better understood, it is necessary to first malke some study
of the European background from whieh he came.

Pierre Wibaux was born in Roubaix, France, on January
12, 1858. His parents belonged to families of the highest
cormercial and induatrial distinction in Prance, having been
extensively intereazted in cotton mills, woolen mills, and
dyeing works from the year 1810.1 As 1t was intended that
he sghould follow in the footsateps of his fatirer, Plerre was
given an excellent education of a literary nature which was
followed by technical training to fit im for the manufac-
turing indnstry.z ie left collere st the age of eighteen
to enlist in the Dragoons, as was customary with the young
men of France at that time, but at the end of & ycar's ser-—
vice he returned to his home in Roubaix.d

During the next two or three years Plerre travelled
widely in Burope and became familiar with the wvarious na-
tions, their languages, and their customs.? Considering
his backgraund and the wishes of his family, we may assune

1 The Glendive (Jontana) Independent, June 20, 1896.

2 Helen Fitzgerald Sanders, A Iistory of ilontana
(Chicago: ‘The Lewis Publishing Corrpany, 1913), V. 2, p. 1251.

3 The Glendive (Montana) Independent, June 20, 18296.
4 1pi4.
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that he maide an investigation of methods employed in the
textlle industry in those countries whileh he visited.

On his return it was decided that Pierre should be
sent on a two year tour of inspection of the manufscturing
.districts of England, where he was to study and investigate
: Engli@h methods and machinery. HEvidently he had already
demonstrated that he was the possessor of an uwnusually
brilliant mind as Pierre was chosen from a family whieh in-~
cluded at least two other boys.®

This mission to England proved in two ways to have
a strong bearing on ﬁibaux’s later 1life: it was there
that he met Mary Ellen (Nellie) Cooper, later to become
¥Mrs. Wibaux, end it was also there that he learned from
Bnglish families who had sons engaged in the cattle business
in Americg of the wonderful opportunities to be found in the

range stock Industry of the great Northwest .S

5 By the terms of his will, which is on file in the
Custer County Court House, HMiles City, Montana, ¥#ibaux made
bequests te the sons of two of his brothers, Joseph and
Rene Wibaux. There is no evidence available to indicate
whieh was the oldest.

6 Background for ti:is point is well provided by
Lewls F. Crawford, long time resident of Western North
Dakotae and Secretary of the Horth Dakota Stote Historical
Society, a student of the range cattle industry, in his
HEistory of North Uakota (Chicagos American Iiistorical
Society, inc., 1851), V. 1, p. 496, as follows:

"While in Englend he met a number of men who had
sons on ranches in America, especially in Texas. It
mist be remembered that the textile industry in BEngland
during the periof of the Civil War had been earried on
largely from cotton obtained from scuthern states. i/hen
the Union gunboats effectually established a blockade
against southern cotton, that nart of "ngland which de-
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Undoubtedly the plcture that was painted for Pilerre
was of & very rosy hue as it was then thought that the pro-
cedure in ranching was merely te turn a herd of cattle
loose on the prairie, select from it each year that part
of the natural increase whileh was ready for market, and en-
Joy the ennual income whieh would be forthcoﬁing from the
business with little or no risk invoived.

Plerre was naturally of an adventurous termperament,
as 18 well illustrated by his later 1life, and was ambitious
to make his own mark in the world. He was not attracted by
the 1dea of remalning 1n Roubglx and living off the industry
which had been bullt by his grandfather and father before
him. In 1882 he decided to go to the United States and
investigate the storles he had heard of how cattle, through
the medium of prairie grass, might be turned into gold.

When Pierre announced his plans to his family he

pended upon the textile mills for their livelihcod,
felt very hostlle toward the Unlon forces and espoused
quite sirongly the Confederate cause. When the war
elosed, Texas was prostrate. Cattle were worth nothing
and there was no capital to finance the cattle industry.
Many sons of English capitalists, not a few being of
noble families, came to Texas to take a venture in the
stoek buasiness, which asecorded very closely with their
sporting bloocd. It was among the fathers of this class
in the textile centers that Wibaux got his first desire
to come to America. He had heard that the great Horth-
west country was being opened and that Texas cattle:
were finding their way thither. Ilc st once developed
a strong inclination to go to Amerieca and he definitely
decided on his return to France not to settle dovmn in
the textile industry as his father desired he shold."
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met with strong oppositicn on the rnart of his father who
had hoped that Plerre would take his place, along with his
brothers, in conducting the textile business which had
been in the'hands of the Tamily for over seventy years.
After persalstent and prolonged pleading the faéher, in 8
it of temper, gave him $10,000 and told him that this sum
was the 1é3t he would get and that henceforth he woculd
have to shift for himself.”

7 Ibid., p. 496.

Although Mrs. Sanders, op. cit., p. 1251, states
that with hils brothers he owned the "irmmense textile manu-
facturing business established in Roubaix, IPrance, by thelr
grandfather,” there is no evidence to indicate that Wibaux
retained an interest in the business, and his will, written
on January 8, 1912, feills to mention any property in France.
Papers in the flles of the Custer County, Montana, Court
House include a certificate dated in 1921 which states that
Rene Jules Joseph Wibaux was at that time a retired manu-
facturer and a Knight of the lLegion of Honor. Iie was a
brothier of Plerre /ibaux.

Another certificate states that Daniel Pierre Edouard
Achille Wibaux, Pierrs'!s nephew, was 8 manufacturer living
at Roubaix. His birth eertificate shows he was the son of
Joseph Albert %Wibaux, a manufacturer of Roubaix.

The above would Indicate that the firm remained in
the hands of the two brothers and their neirs, but there 1s
no evidence to indicate that Pierre Wibaux exercised any
control over it.



CHAPTER II.

CHOOSING THE RARNCH SITE

It 1s diffieult at this time to secure the facts in
régard to 'ilbaux's actions during the following year, espco-
cially as t6~£he circumstances which caused him to loecate
on Beaver Creek in Hastern ¥ontana. |

A—study of avallable evidence indicates that on his
arfival in the United States Wibaux went directly to Chi-
eago, where the meat packihg industry was then beconming
centered. His thoroughness and good judgment suggested
that before he began to buy stoeck for his own range he
should know more about the range cattle business--what
class of sbock‘WEs‘favored most in the uarket, how to guess
accurately on weight.and age, and other similar itens which
would meke him a good judge of cattle. This information
was derived principally be spendin- a few weecks in the Chi-
sago stoekyards, watching and studying the daily transac-~
tions and making nental notes of those facts wldch would

1 wivavx protably also

be likely to prove of value later.
felt that in Chicago there would be an opportunity to lis-
ten to the tall of those who had accompanied the catile

shipments to market. From this he might learn of locations

1 BMontana Homeseeker, Ilelena, Hontana, Sept., 1206.
This was & magazine published in the first decade of the
present cenbtury to attract settlers to Hontana. _

Essentially the same story 1s told in blographical
sketches which appear in The Clendive (Wontana) Independent,
June 20, 1896, The Yellowstone Journal, iiiles City, lontana,
Sept. 27, 1900, p. 39, Sanders, op. cit., p. 1251, and
cr“ford’ 92. cit.’ pp. 49‘6"70
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where conditions existed which were favorable to livestock
production and which were still open to newcomers to the
ranching business.

ﬁhile‘in Chicago Hihaux met the Marquis de iores,
also a native of France:s The Harqulis had been working in
his father-in-law's bank in New York City until his imag-
ination caught firevas a result of stories told him by his
cousin, Count Fitzg-James, who had hunted 1n the Bad Lands
rerion. De Fores cane to Western North Dakota, founded
modora, the future site of his pecking plant, and returned
to Cﬁicago. Wibaux accormpsanied De Mores on the ilarquis?

return to the Bad Lands in either April or lay, 1883.2

2 Some have claimed that Wibgux came directly to
Eastern Montana and chose his ranch site before going to
Chieago to study the livestoek industry. IlHowever there
must have been some factor whiclh influenced his cholce of
that area. The above deduction would give & reason for his
selection of the state line ~rea.

It has also been claimed that De iores and Yibaux
did not meet untll after they were both living in  the
valley of the ILittle Hissouri. The opinion expressed above
1s Vbased on the following:

The Wibaux (Montana) Plconeer, Marech 28, 1913, states
in Wibaux's cobituary that he first went to Chicago and
spent a peried of time around the stockyards and that “"After
thus aecquiring a knowle ige wi.ich would enable him to jJjudge
the qualities of cattle he eame west and lcoeated on Beaver
creek, in Dawson county, .+ . "

The Glendive (Montana) Inde endent June 20, 1898,
states that Wibaux arrived in the ds region with the
Marquls de HMores and, after 1ooking over the area carefully,
decided to locate Iin the Beaver Valley.

Crawford, cit., B= 49%, wrote that wWibaux first
took up reaidencé“gn ThTcage and while there "he met Iiarquis
de Mores, who was planning to engage in the slaughtering
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- In the Hontana liomeseciicr Wibaux is quoted as saying,

"When I settled in that country i1t was only after
inspecting almost every part of this section. It was
at a time when there were very few settlers, so 1t was
a very easy matter to pick out a good loecation. I
picked out what I considered at that time the finest
natural loecation for a raneh in sll of eastern ¥ontana
and sinee then I have travelled over the northwest a
good deal and have never found a better one.”

Time dermonstrated that Plerre Wibaux made a wise
choice when he selected the Beaver Valley as the site Tfor
his ranch. Both the topography and the vegetaticn of this
locales favored the livestoek industry. The deep draws and
coulees of the area offered a place where the cattle could
seek protection from the storms which swept the plains.

In axaaptionally dry years when the creelzc ceased to run
the spring»feﬂ holes always contained water. Thickets of
buffalo berry and chokecherry bushes, ash, plum, box elder,

and eottomwood trees, as well as various kinds of brush,

business at Medora. It was this acguaintagnce that led to
Wibaux's coming to Horth Dakectz and lontana. . . .U

This is supported by & letter from A. li. Bznird, of
Beaver Creek, which appeared in the Glendive (Fontana)
Times, June 2, 1883, which =aid, "Cur latest arrivals are

istinguiShed Frenchmsn, the Marquis de Yores and
friend, - .

The 1ssue of the same paper for June 30, 1883, com~
ments that "Grisy & Wibavx propose putting in 10,000 head
(of cattle) on Beaver creek.’

- ~ The information used in regard to the llarquls de
lores is taken fron Arnold 0. Goplen, "The Carcer of Har-~
quis De lores in the Badlands of Noril Dakota,%® reprinted
frorm North Dakota History, (Bismarck: State Historiecal
Society of Worth Dakota, 1946), V. 13, To. 1 and 2, January-
April, 1946, ppe 10-1ll. HMr. Goplen was formerly the Senior
Foreman Historien for the Hatlional Park Service.

3 Montana Homeseeker, Helena, MKontana, Sept. 1906.
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provided a natural shelter for the stock, and sharp buttes

-

nelped to break the force of the cold winter winds. Graz-
ing wvas good during all months of the year as the native
preirie grass ripens early and cures while it is still
standing, thus retalning its food value so that it is as.. .
good as hay when eaten by the cattle in the middle of the
winter.

Possib;y it ie appropriate to insert here a flowery
affervescénae written by an unnamed biographer of Pierre
Wibaux,.

"Phe hishest product of the cld world civilization
having turned his back upon the nleasures of z gay .and
promising life in the capitals of Burope, surrounded
with all that wealth could supply or artistic skill
aguld fashion for his comfort, dellberately chose to
live om the wild llanos of America; to burrow in s
tdug=-out?, to rear and traffic in cattle, to consort
‘with range riders and cow boys. What recks hel! the
great soul’doea not sell 1ts preatness--does not ask
to dine nicely or sleep warm. He exmalts in his choice
for the freedom 1t gives, the indeprendence it assures,
the spice of adventure 1t supplies and the hope of
fortune it holds out."%

4 Sanders, gp. cit., p. 1251.

- Thomas Rush, one of the earliest settlers in the
Beaver Valley, stated In an Interview with .allace Scott on
June 20, 1936, that he showed Tibaux the location whieh was
chosen for the site of the ranch.



BN WILLISTON

Srale: 1 .o = 3 statte .

dFirvaux nmuarchrosed ol boernabte sections n towmsiiipe 1esi -
ratel by lilaronal lines, bout half in Bl in~rs County,
Jorta Dallota, ard half io Daviso: Counon, Montara.
llap si:078 loeatlion of the vanceh houss, tull o...p, ax.
the taree line caips, sed Lo licep cattle from dvif?t
too fex from hornie ra Cli.



CHAPTER III.
FROK DUGOUT? T© "WHITE HOUSE"

Duiing his first months on the ranch site Wibaux
eohtento& himself with living in a dugout as he desired
to spend all hié available capital in the expansion of his
ranch holdings. The next year, 1884, was to have been
marked by the erecction of a large dwelling with as many
eonveﬁiences as 1t was posslible to have on the frontier.
But, as all funds were néeded in making additions to the
herd, a small log ecabin with a sod roof was buillt that
spring in place of a manéion.l

i
Late in 1883 Wibaux hed returned to France, married,

and secured the capital Hecessary to increase his holdings.?

' 1 The Yellowstone Journal, Kiles City, Montana,
Sept. 27, 1300, The Glendive ﬂﬁ7ntana) Independent, June 20,
1896, and the lontana Ho%Eseeker, Sept., 1 §g€; are all in
essential agreement on ﬁ?e above facts.

2 The Glendive ( tana) Times, Dec. 8, 1883, states
that Mr. Wibgux "has to Europe to spend tqe winter and
will bring a bride back with him in the spring.®

The same paper, in the issue of March 5, 1884, tells
of the weddinge

"Plerre Wibaux, the genial partner of Gus Grisy, was
married Thursday of this week,; at Dover, England, and
will shortly sail with his bride for this country.

They expesct to reach Beaver, their future place of
T residence in about six weeks."

The sanme publicéﬁion,contains the following item in
the issue for April 26, 1884:

iy, Plerre WVibaux, of the firm of Grisy & Jibaux,
is e§§&cted here this month, he has been spending the
winter in France and Englaad and was gallant enough to
win and capture one of England's fairest daughters who
will accompany him to thils place."
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Mr. and Mrs. Wibaux arrived in ¥Hontana in Mgy, 1884, and
plans were imnediately made for starting construction of
the new ranch house on Beaver Creek, about twelve miles
north of the town of ¥Wibaux, and it was only a short time
before the work was begun.®

A rnporfer from The Glendlve Times visited the Grisy

& Wibaux ranch in Auguat 1884, and found that work on the
Wibaux house wasg proceeding quite rapidly. In describiﬁg
the home he wrote,

Hohis rasidence, which 1s now in the course of con-
astruction has stone foundations and a cellar under
nearly the whole building. The cellar is divided into
several compartments, one of which the Times reporter
has an eye on, wviz: the wine cellar. This residence
is sitveted in the middle of a grove which at a great
outlay has been cut intc avenues, leveled up and all
the underbrush cleared away, making it exceptionelly
pleagant. As will be zeen by the ground plan the
building is quite extensive, and from thée plans we saw
it will be very handsome in appearance. MNr. Wibaux is
using extra exertions to make it in every way as conw
venlient and as comfortable ss possible. . wig

3 The Glendive (Montana) Times, May 31, 1884, con-
tains a news urticle which states that "Mr. Wibaux will
build a2 $4,000 house at his ranch ten miles down the
Beaver- He also has five French servants whc followed him
from France, they having arrived this week." Among the
latter were Mr. and Mras. Jules Accart, the former serving
as gardener and the latter as lady-in-waiting to Mrs.
Wibaux. Their descendants still 1live in Wibkaux County.

The issue for April 19, 18855 shows that work on
the house was nearing completion. Ed Davis secured the
contract for patinting asnd papering Pierre Wibauxt!s mansion
in the Beaver valley, snd left the first of the week to do
the work." lr. and Mrs. ¥ibaux probsgbly moved into the
completed residence some time in the early summer of 188S5.

ﬁhe Glendive (Montana) Times, Aug. 30, 1884.
The following groﬁﬁﬁ plan is that mentioned In the item
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The new home had not been completed by the end of
the year and one of the most common stories told of Mr. and
Mrs. Wibaux is that of their first Christmas dinner in
Montana which was eaten in the l1ittle fourteen by sixteen

foot log shack.®

quoted above.

Bedroom Pantry
. RD X 20 SR
/Vcra.h da 12x40 \ Kitchen
ROX 20
Bedroom Drawing Dining
: Room Roomm C

edroor; 16X 2.0 l6x 20 —| BR

B °m = BR.

5 This sboery first appeared in‘print in The Yellow-
stone Journal, Wiles City, M¥ontana, Sept. 27, 1800, p. 40.

"Here in a room whose muslin ceiling scarcely allowed
the broad~shouldered and athletie husband te stand upw-
right, with rats acanpering and squealing everywhere and
with the meliing snow trickling through gaps in the sod
roof, the first Christmas dimmer was served and eaten by
the newly married couple in all the pomp &nd circum-
stanee of evening dress, Mrs. Wibaux appearing in a
strietly modish Paris gown, while HMonsleur sat at the
other side of the table iIn faultless black and whits.

It was an event that is fondly eherished in the remory
of the participants, for, while in later yearsa, when the
'big house' did come and there were servants galore and
a cellar stocked with the rarest snd best of liquors,
coremonisl service at meals was the regular order, there
was something so widely incongruous in the surroundings
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Practically all the ranch buildings at that time
were bullt of logs or sod, but the horme buillt by Wibaux
was made of lunber and painted white. DBecause of this it
become widely known as the "White House." The best de-
scription of the place as completed 1s that by Bertha
Kuhn, who spent many years of her life in the vicinity.

“The White House was a combination of the colonial
and loecal in %ype, a long, one-story struecture 80 by
36. A the front or north side was the low-roofed
porsh, eharacteristic of the ranch house, but usually
added with a view to utility only. But this was one
of many ranch houses whieh gave the impression of
having been plammed and built by one who enjoyed the -
outside as well as the inside of his home. It is

of this Cflirst Christmes dinmner, and yet withal the
sonditions were soc happy, that its memory will always
be fresh and pleasant to the adventurous celsbrants.”

P LA news item in The Clendive (lfontana) Times, llove 22,
1884, ralses a question as to the authenticity ol this story.

"Pierre Wibaux inrorms us that he expects to be
established in his new residence in about ten days. He
" has the finest residence in Dawson county, built in the
best possible manner for convenlence, elecance and com-
fort, surrounded by a grove through which avenues have
been cuts It 1s an elegant place in a very fine situa~

tiOl‘ldn

Eilther-HMr. Wibaux was overly optiristlic, the dinner
referred to was that of Thanksgiving or soiic other holiday,
or else the commonly accepted story is not based on fact.
Evidence previously presented (foctnote 3, pace 12) indi-
cates that Wibsux erred in his belief they would te in the
White House by Decenber, 1884.

Thomas Lihen, who woerked for Wibaux in the 1890's
stated that Ye.J. Bendon had the contract for building the

White House. Thsere 18 no other awvailable evidence on the
sub ject- There 18 no question but that it was the best
built home and one of the most besutiful to be found in
the state line srea at that time.
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g:ident that the White House was built primarily for a
m? L 4 [ J

“"Fhe rooms of the White FHouse were large, with high
cellings and elaborately designed woodwork and wall-
paper. In the sitting room was a cosy fireplace, and
the house also possessed a billiard and wine room for
the amusement of cowboys and ranchers from far and
near. . . . Water for use in the house and the large
lawn in front was piped from the windmill tank by the
barn. In the wash room one of the large sandstones
peculiar te that region had been very cleverly utilized
for a sink. This sink was about four feet long by two
and one-half feet wide and six or eight inches thick.
The center was carefully hollowed out, and holes
drilled for faucets, The result was unique, yet evi-
dently quite practical.

®The White House was the residence of the Wibaux
family only. The foreman lived in a house. some rods
distant, near the road. A high fence added to the
sealusion ol the Wibaux home ghich was set far back in
the trees on the creek banik.”

Hearby was an enclosed parden with a windmill and a teool
house. The superintendent’'s home was about two hundred
yards to the rear, and near it were the stables, which were
bullt of stone quarried on the ranch and decorated with
buffaloc heads picked up on the bench above the valley-7 In
addition to these bulldings there were near at hand a bunk
house for the cow hands, a wagon shei, & blacksmith shop,

6 Bertna Kuhn, "The W-Bar Raneh on the Hissouri
Slope," Collections of the State Liatorical Soeclety (Grand,
Forka: ¥oxih Dakota State Historieal society, 1923),

Vol. V, pp. 163-4.

The White House was bullt at such z low elevation
that 1t was often flooded by Beaver Creek during the high
water level of the spring run-off. An ice jam in 1300
caused extensive damage to most of the furnishings.

After Wibaux disposed of his holdinss in the ares
the bhouse was wnocecupied for several years, and in 1913 1t
was destroyed by fire.

7 A news item in The Glendive (HMontana) Times,
Sept. 6, 1884, states "Robert Dinsdale came up fromw Hine
guasville this week. He has the eontraet for building a
stone stable 35 x 6%, for Plerre Wibsux."
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granaries, a root cellar, corrals, and all the other im-
provements necessary to a large ranch.S
As. the ranch house was about twelve miles from Ein—

gusville, the present town of ‘Vibaux, and as nuch of 'Wi-
baux's business was transacted in town, sometime in the
middle 1@80'3 he had an office building erected in the
village with a‘alceping room, a large kitchen, and quar-
ters for the careteker. “his place became known as "Tha

Park," largely because of the way in which the yard was

landscaped and maintained..

"The grounds surrounding the office building are
large, handsomely kept and constantly under improve-
ment. An elevated tank Ffilled by a windrmill, supplies
all the water needed for irrigation and for the nain-
tenance of two artificial ponds, in one of which,
nearest the house, there is a picturesgue ¢rotto,
formed of immense chunks of many-colored scoria from
the bad landa, and in the center of the pool a little
Cupid directs the spray of a tiny fountain. A vel-
vety lawn stretches away in all directions, and on two
aides of the grounds a continuous arbor, covered with
creeping vines, saffords the shade and comfort that '
agrees 80 well with summer drinks the concomitants of
whieh are readily found in the well stocked cellar."

8 A. Buchanan, "Impressions of a Tenderfoot," Mon-
tana Homeseeker, Helena, Montana, bept., 1806.

othing remains at the ranch site except the grove
and the stone stable which, with the excepntion of the roof,
which has deteriorated rather badly, looks as though it is
as strong as when it was bullt sixty-six years ago. It is

gtill in use.

9 mhe Ve%ﬁgwstone Journal, lilles City, lontana,
S“opt. 27’ Igm' -«

This building, now used as a dwelling, stands scuth
of the depot and between the business section and Beaver
Creek. It originally faced north, but in 1903 ... A. Orgain,
a Wibaux merchant, purchased the property and roved the

building to the re swingi one end around so that it
now-facés west. l'tracgg o' the landscaping are now gone,
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The White House was virtually unoccuried after
1899. Cy»1l, the only child born to Pierre and Kary Ellen
HWibaux, was educated at home and by tutors until that time.
As his parents felt he should be given a thorough business
education and then serve a few years in the French army,
Mr. Wivaux leased a suite of rooms in a fashionable guar-
ter of Paris which lirs. Wibaux and Cyril moved into in

16899 and where they were still living in 1913.10

with the exception of some of the trees. The marble stat-
ues, which at one time graced The Park, have become scat—
tered. A search will still reveal a few of them in the
town.

Illustrative of Plerre Wibaux's efforts tc make
the place beautiful are two items from The Glendlve (ion-
tana) Independent.

"An eermotor wind mill is being erccted in the yard
of Plerre \/ibaux's office. Trees are also keing set
out and next spring the place will blossom like a
rose."” (Nov. 4, 1893.)

"lir. Wibaux has made many improvements to his hand-
some resort in this town in the past year. [I'r.- Vibaux's
park promises to be the most pleasing resort between
here and St. Paul." (Hov. 4, 1899.)

Gus Scrmerfeldt served as caretaker of this proverty
for many years. HHis descendsnts still reside in the vicinity
of Wibaux.

~

10 71e Glendive (Montana) “imes, Sept. 26, 1885.
"YIEBAUX--On the 25 inst. to Hr. and Ers. #Wibaux of the
Beaver Valley, A son."

It has been claimed thwat Cyril Wibaux was born in
France. He was born at the White louse, as indicated above.
Mrs. Wibaux was cared for by Hrs. Armstrong, a nurse of Bls-
marck and mother of C. 0. Armatrong who was ermployed as a
hand on the ¥ Ranch at the time. (C. O. Armstrong interview.)

File 639=-In the Igtter of ithe Estate of Plerre Wi-
baux, Custer County Court House, Xiles City, Ilontana. Jocu-
ment 19, a Petition for Family Allowance, Feb. 19, 1914,
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states that during the life of ¥Wibeux his widow and son
had residence in Paris so that the labtter nmight have ad-
vafitages in education and training not available in Lion-
tana. Wibaux insisted the home be maintained in the most
aelect part of Parls, and Mrs. Wibaux had a long term
lease on the home. The administrator, C. ¥W. Butler,
recormended an alleowance of $1200 monthly for the purpose
of continuing the maintenance of this residence, and the
court aecceded.

N+. P. Yaden, in an interview by Wallace S3Scott,
July 21, 1936, stated that Jordan, a land agent, took
Plerre Wibaux out to hiz old ranch about 1909: Wibaux
looked around, saw the land cross-fenced and plowed and
sald, "Please take me back. This looks rwore like a grave-
yard than my old home."



THE GRISY-WIBAUX PARTNERSHIP

A chapter in the Wibaux story which has been quite
generally forgotten is that dealing with his partnership
in the stoek business with Gue Grisy, who was alsoc of
French origin. Almost the only remaining evidence of this
partnership is fmunérin conteﬁporary newapapers and, they
tell nothing of 1ta'origin. Poasibly it was formed because
of the small amount of capital which Wibaux had when he
arrived.iﬁ éhe range country. The first indication we have
of the partnership 1s 1ts mention.in a news item in The
Glendive (Mbntaﬂé) Times: L“Gr;sy & Wibaux propose putting
in 10,000 heéd ort Beaver creek."l

1 heGlendive (liontana) Times, June 50, 1883.
The next l1ssue of the same paper, July 7, 1883, con=-

tains the following advertisement:

Take Notlce

Notice 1= hereby given that the undersigned have
taken and claimed one range ten miles, and one range twenty-
five miles below MeClellan station, on Beaver creek.

Grisy & +ibaux

The firm is mentioned again in the issue of July 14,

1883, which states that ®"Grisy's & Wibaux's brand adver-
tisement appears in our stock columm this week. This firm

is an extensive one and are grazing a large lot of cattle

over on the Beaver."
The stock colurm of the same issve contains the

following:

Griasy & Wibaux -

il nciiu th it Il
W ea v | AL

Range--Beaver creekx, ten miles frci: the track to

its outlet.

Brand--same as above on right side.
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A reporier for The Glendlve Times travelled through

the Beaver Vallsy in the fall of 188Z and wrote, after
leaving a neighboring ranch, that

A ride of three miles through an interesting and
excellent portion of the valley brings us to the stock
ranch of Grisy & Wibaux. They have a substantial and
comfortable ranch bullding, very large corral and sev-
eral stacks of hay. We do not think that a better
stock range ecan be found than that selected by these
gentlbnan. A conversation with these gentlemen elie-

ted their opinion of the country. HMen could not be
more delighted than they with the country, its topo-
graphy, 1ta advantages as a stock country, and its »
remarkable climate: Both blessed the fate that gulded
them to Hontana, and neither expressed the least regret
about leaving the swiny climate of France. They left
the gayest country in the world to go to the new, the
unknown west, and now they emphatlcally assert that
they never felt nor enjoyed life as well as now. Next
season they wilill add 2,000 heifers to their herd and
will contimue adding stock every year. Mr. Grisy and
¥r. Wibaux will both be married this winter and will
bring their brides from Burope to reside here. In

the spring they will build a large, what in this coune-
try, would be considered a palatlial residence, in the
vicinity of their present headgquarters. Aside from
the natural advantages of the valley it 1s specially
‘favored with as intelligent, industrious, social and
entarpris%ng class of settlaws as can be found in any
country.”

Juring the years of 1883 and 1884 the firm of Grisy
- and Wibaux apparently prospered and, with expansion Iin
nmind, it purchased quite a muter of ydung cattle and some

well~bred horses.s

2 The Glendive (¥Montena) Times, Nov. 3, 1883.

S The follaling news items from The Glendive (Mon~
tana) Times indicate the firm was making a serilous effort
to enlarge its operations:

"There will be three thousand head of youngz cattle
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In the fall of 1884, however, the partnership was
dissolved with Wibaux taking over complete ownership of
the ranch and assuming all 1ts current liabilities.?

shipped here next month by Grisy & Wibaux, and Rowe, Par-
ker & Co." {April 26, 1884,)

"Ole Berg, Messras. Grisy & Wibaux's foreman will
leave for the east in a few days to take charge of 1,500
head gr‘young cattle they are to drive in here." (May 24,
1884.

"Messrs. Grisy & Wibaux bought six very fine horses
from the Marquis de Hores this week, to be used in the
round-up. They also have thirty head of Kentucky horses
enroute to this place." (May 31, 1884.) :

"Pierre Wibaux, of the firm of Grisy & Wibaux, the
Beaver Valley stoeck graziers, has gone to Sioux City for
1,200 two-year-old steers, and will meet Ole Berg at that
point, who has in charge sixty Texas mares and two thorough-
vred Kenbueky stalliona. They claim the finest stallions

The Glendive (liontana) Independent, Nov. 29, 1884,
includes & 1ist of all Dawson County taxpayers who were to
pay over $100 in taxes for the year 1884. The amount due
from Grisy & Wibaux was $826.21, making the firm the fifth
largest taxpayer In the county for that year.

4 The following appears in the Bad Lands Cow Boy,
Medora, North Dskota, Nov. 27, 1884:

Hotice

To whom it may concern:

The partnershlp heretofore existinr between Gusteve
Grisy and Plerre liibaux, under the firm name of Grisy
& Wibaux has been dissclved dating from the 1at day of
November, 1884. Plerre Wibaux is now the sole propri-
etor of the Royal Chembord cattle ranch, situated on
Beaver Creek; also the bull ranch situated on the
Little Hissouri. Pilerre Wibaux essumes all the in-
debtedness of the late firm up to November 1, 1884.
All persons hawving accounts will plsase present them
at their earliest convenience.

PIERRE WIBAUX
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Only one source of information has been Tfound which
indicates the oricinal cause of 111 feelin: between the two
men. The story is that Mrs. ¥ibaux rode the mile between
residences %o wisit Mrs. Grisy, who was 111, and tied her
horse in the yard in front of the house. Orisy sow the
horse, removed it from the yard, and tied it outside. When
Mrs. Wibaux was ready to leave she had to go to where her
horse was tled as Grisy didn't offer to bring it, nor did
he assist her in mounting, even though she was riding e
side saddle with short stirrups which made this action very
difficult. Wibauvx ¢took this as a gross insult and, on

meeting Grisy the next day, wanted to fight. When Grisy

. Notices which were almost identical appeared in the
two Glendive papers early in 1885. The notice in The Glen~
dive (HontanaA Independent, MHarch 14, 1885, was as follows:

Notice to Whom it may concern
I am now the sole proprietcr of the G anchor W and
GW brands, formerly owned by Griligy & Wibaux, on the
ranges of Beaver Creek, Montana, and that the home
raneh of said brands 1s at the Dakota ranch of the
undersigned.
o Pierre 7ibaux

The notice in The Glendive (Hontana) Timﬁs, March 14,
1885, was similar.

Fotice
To whorm it may concern: I am now the sole propri-
etor of the G anchor W and G¥ brands formerly owned by
Grisy and Wibaux, on the ranges of Beaver Creek, M. T.,
and Little Hissouri, D. T., and that the home ranch of

said brand 1s at the akota ranch of the undersigned.
- PIERRE WIBAUX

The editor greeted the latter announcement with a
corment of his own, "The notice of Pierre Wibaux in another
column, means the moving of sixty thousand dollars worth of
property from Dawson county into Dakota to save the item of
taxation.® The boundaries of Billings County, llorth Dakotas,
were defined in 1879, but the county government was not
organized until April 12, 1886.
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refused he was gilven a wvery severe tongue lashing. This
difference between the two men widened until a division
of the properties appeared to be the only solution.S

An examination of the characters of the twoc men
reveals traits which make a congenial partnership appear
to be very unlikely. The foregoing pages show the Wibaux
background and as the story develops more is seen of him
as the thorough, shréwd, hard-working business man who was
'illiﬁg to go out on the range and ride in the dirt and
sweat of the round-up. If someone cameé to Wibaux in search
of & }job, his prospective employer went out with him and
worked beside him and, if the efforts of the applisent were
satisfactory, he was placed on the pay roll.

Guas Grisy appears to have been of an entirely differ-
ent pattern. He~hgd little love for the workingman and
probably lacked ambition. He liked to stand on the depot
platform with bare head, white suit and shirt, and a gun on
each hip, thus impressing the pilgrims on passing trains
with the fact that he was a very bad and very tough man.®

While Wibaui; during this perlocd, devoted his time
and energy to the operation of the raneh, Grisy was devel-

oping other interests. In August, 1884, he was appointed

5 ¢. 0. Armstrong, ®Pierre iiibaux, by C. C. Armstrong
Who Knew Him Well," {(unpublished manuscript, Montana State

O v kel S2°8R P10 YRR P el o pARetLenne] EATTES RS
&Iggux for about four years after its dissolution.

6 John Brophy interview. Brophy came into the Beaver
Valley in 1882 and knew both Grisy and ¥ibaux.
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postmaster at the villgga of Mingusville, which had been
named for himself and his wife, Himmie.’ He also ran a
galoon in the building in whieh the post office was lo-
cated.® In the same year he decided to take a whirl at
politics and became a candidate for State Representative
on the Republican ticket. He went before the county nomi-
nating convention with the endorsement of the Mingusville
committee and secured the homination, but was badly beaten
in the November election.®

- Grisy remained. In the area for a year or two after
the partnership was dissolved and operated under the G
Anehor brand. He then moved to a ranch near (Gladstone,
North Dakote, and devoted his time to raising blooded
- horges. Alter a very limited period at this he went to
England, hia wife's former home, and nothing further is
known of him,

With Grisy out of the buainess, Wibaux's greatest

encumbrance was gone. He could now run the ranch as he

v'The Glendive (Montana) Independent, Aug. 23, 1884.

8 Ibid., Dec. 17, 1884.

This information is contained in ¥he Glendiwve
(Montana) Independent, Sept. 27 and Nov. 8, 1884. The Min-
guaville comnittee was composed of A. M. Baird, a prominent
stockman, Ole Bepg, foreman for Grisy & Wibau and Gus%ave
wf%ﬂguzs° P latter'faugld.ha¥g Efe ggegggf“e ection
Dawson County, which was traditionally Republican, gave
Grisy 183 votes and his Democratic opponent, a Glendive
real estate man named Tingle, 404 votes. In the Minguswville
precinct the vote was Grisy—--25, Tingle--20.
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desired, and his shrewd intelligence and the knowledge
whiech he had plcked up at first hand on the range and in
the Chicagaand Sioux Clty stockyarda could be brought
into full play. lowever, he continued to operate on a
small seale due to the minimum amount of capital he had
available. It was st thils time that Wibaux began using
¥ for his brand and the holdings became known as the W
Bar Ranch.'C

As Grigy, who was no friend of the workingman,
was now out of the way it 1s likely that conditions for
the help and relations between cuployer.and employee be-—
gan to improve. DBoth Pierre and Mrs. Wibaux "made a hit
with the eow boys for they were the real stuff and con-
sequently always popul&r."ll Wivaux was admired because
he had already spent two years in range riding, purchasing,
branding, loading, shipping, and travelling with his cattle
untillhe Imew eovery detall of the business. Viith improved
feeling emong the help and with his background of practical
experience Plerrse Wibaux, as sole owner, was ready to take

advantage of the circumstances which resulted from tﬁe

10 The Brand Book of the liontana Stocl: Growers'
Aasociation (HeIena: Independent rublishing Company, 1854),

» £ives the range of the W Ranch as the area between
tha Little Missouri and Yellowstone Rivers and north of the
Northern racific Rallrosd. All cattle purchased were
branded W on the right ribs and the lncrease was given the
same brand on both right and left ribs. The brend used on
horses was ¥, a vented W, which was placed high on the right
flanke.

11 Linecoln Lang interview. Lang was an early rancher
in the Bad Lands whose loeation was near the lower extremity
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winter of 1886~87, .. -

of the W Ranch. Later in the interview Lang stated that
“in mos¥ ways he (Wibawx) was a fine fellow, being well

liked throughwout the western cattle country where he was
knewn,"

George Osterbaut, who worked fer Wibamx as a hand,
stated that Wibaux was well liked by his men.

Te

C. ol Armstyong, op. cit., stated that "Wibaux
always thought his beys were all right.® This feeling is
uaually reciprocated.

e
LRI



CHAPTER V.
THE W RANCH AND THE WINTER OF 1886-87

. The range cattle industry developed very rapidly
ddring the early 1880's. The winters had been mild, prices
stayed at a falrly high level, and word had spread widely
of the large profits which could be made by grazing cattle
on the avalilable free lands. Many of the ranchers already
iﬁ the area, encouraced by the large profits of previous
years, greatly increased ?he number of cattle on their
ranges. FProm an official} estimate of 50,775 cattle in Mon-
tana Territory in 1870, the number had grown to 274,316 in
1880, and by‘1886 this figura had been raised to 663,716.
In the latter year at leaét 100,000 new catitle were brought
into the Territory snd these “dogies“ from Texas and®pil-
grims" from the eastern apd mid-western areas had little
time in whioh they could ?eoome acclimated to unusually
severe ahangesAin the wea%har.l

The summer of 1886;was hot and arid from early
spring. The round-up didgnot atart until late, because
the continusd drouth kqpt%the prairies brown. In July the
ahort grass was dry and p;rehad and many of the water holes
had already dried up. Unprecedented heat also had iis ef-
fect on the range. The t?mperature stood at one hundred to

one hundred  ten In the shade for days at a time and the
asccompanying hot winds alided in shriveliag ‘the small amount

3 Eerrill G. Burlingame, The ontana Frontier (lielensa:
State Publishing Company, 1942), p. 2€3.
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of range groyth.z But in spite of the unfavorable weather
conditions catile were brought into the eastern part of the
state in undiminiashing numbers and thrown on the already
over-stocked ranges.®
As the cattle were not in good condition at the time

of the fall round-up the situation was made even worse.
Many stoelkmen decided to hold all the cattle they possibly
could through the winter, and hoped for higher prices and
bettef feed the following year. Their decision was rein-
forced by a steady decline in the Chicago cattle market.
Southwestern cattlemen declided to get out of the business
due to the lighter demands for stock cattle, and rushed
thelr herds to merket. Cattle sold in the fall of 1886 at
the lowest figure in the history of the range--ten to fif-
teen dollars & head cheaper than in the preceding fall--
and there was an abundance of the lower grades on the mar-
ket due to the heavy turnoff of the weaker stock.4

- Some of the blg Montana cattlemen, in an attempt to
foreséall disaster, eollected their less hardy animals into
small herds of one to five hundred and drove them southwest-
ward into the agricultural part of the state where they were

let out on shares to small ranchersswho had feed to sparé.

2 granville Stusrt, Forty Years on the Frontier igleve-
land: Tho Asthur He Clark Company— T9257, V< IT—P-2sl.

S Ibid., p. 230.

4 Emest Staples Osgood, The Day of the Cattleman
(Minneapolis: TUniversity of Minnesota Press, 1929), p. 218.
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This step was significant in that it presaged the change
in methods which was te take place in the stock industry
of the Northwest.DS

The rirst severe snowstorm struek the range early
in NHovember and was accompanied by below~zero temperatures
and a eutting northeast wind. In the latter part of the
ronth a fall of snow came which was so deep that in many
places the cattle could not get down to grass. About De-

r_cembor 20 the sky cleared, and three weeks of warm, bright

 weather brought hope to the hearts of the stockmen. This
hope flickered out, however, when a new storm began on

E Junuary 9 1887, and snow fell steadlly for sixteen hours,
leaving a fresh dqposit of sixteen lnches on the level.
The higher ground, which was usually swept clear by the
winter winds, remained covered with a deep blanket of snow
whieh kept the cattle from the remaining short grass. The
weather moderated during the latter part of the month, but
the firsti week in February brought a new serles of storms.
While these were not ao severe, they came at a time when
the stoek were least able to withstand them.

In March the chinook winds finally came and the snow
disappearod.quiekly. Down the flooded streams came the car-
casses of thousands of animals. The dead were stacked high
in the coulees which had been piled full of snow and caught
the drifting cattle. The remmants wandered about with frozen

5 1v14., p. 219.



ears, tails, feet, and legs. ° feeling of rewvulsion
againat the whole range system seized some of the cattle~
men, of which one of the more prominent wrote,

. "a busineés that had been faselnating to me before,
suddenly became distasteful. I wanted no more of it.
I never wented to own“ggain an animal that I eould
not feed andzshﬂltegq
Overstocking théifange conmbined with the unusually severe
winter caused 8 loss of sixty per cent of the cattie of
Eastern Montana and Western North Dakota, whereas the nor-
mal loss was about five per cent.”

Maryy of 'ilbaux!s neighbors suffered criltical losses
during thils wihtar. Gregor Lang, whose ranch was near the
wouth of the Little llisscurl River, lost 80~85 per cent.
Hughes & Simpson, who operated in southeastern liontana, ‘
reported a.loss of 70-80 per cent. The Berry-Bolice Cattle
Compeny, which ranged over southwestern North Dakota, suf-
fered a loss of 90 per cent. And the Eaton Brothers, who

vere a few miles sast of Medora, lost about 80 per cent.B
3

6 Stuart, ops clt., V. IX, p. 221,

Information about the winter of 1886-87 has been
drawn from Stuart, op. cit., V. II, pp. 234-37, Osgood,
op. clt., pp. 220-2T, Burlingame, op. cit., pp. 283-84,
and E. C. Abbott, We Pointed Them North (New York: Far-
rar & Rinehart, Inc., 1939), PP. 206-18.

7 Kubn, op. cit., pp. 158-50.

8 w111iam B. Richter, "A liistorical 3tudy of Beef
Bonanza Ranching in Billings County, Dakota Territory,”
(unpublished Master?!s thesis, The University of liontana,
Missoula, Montana, 1941), pp. 107-8. Richter secured his
infornmation from the following sources: Gregor Lang's
from Lincoln Lang's Ranching With Rooscwelt, Xughes &
Simpson's from an interview with Genercal Fariz:: Siwreeney, a
cowboy of the firm, Berry-Boice!s from their foreman, Bill
Follis, and BEaton Brothers' by ccoperation of William
Eaton. )
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Farther west in YMontana the losses were nearly as
severe. Nelson Story, whose cattle ranged in the Gallatin
Velley, estimated his losases at seventy-five: per cent.
Conrad Kohrs, whose stock ran in the sheltered Deer Lodge
Valley, was more fortunate with a fifty per cent loss.®
Teddy Blue Abbott, who rode for Granville Stusrt on his
range east of lewiatown, wrote of the winter,

"Just to show the loss, we had branded by actual
count 10,000 D. Hi 8. ealves on the Platwillow and
Hagimmils round-up in the spring and fall of '863 this
meant, as we estimsted, 40,000 cattle. On the spring
round-up ef '87 not 100 yearlings showed up, and on a
rough eount there were only 7,000 cattle all told,
mostly steers and dry cows, and these were cattle
ralsed on the Hontana range. . . . The loss on trail
cattle that had just come into the country was ninety
per cent. Fully sixty ver cent of all cﬁttle in Hon-
tana were dead, by March 15, 1887; . . ."10

The assessment lists for l‘ontana had shown 663,716
cattle on the range in 1886, but for 1887 the figure had
dwopped to 471,171.11 This would not give a true picture
of the loss as the lformer figure does not ineclude caivaa
born after the assessment date and cattle shipped or
trailed Into the Terrikdwy during the sumer of 1886.

The winter of 1886~-87, which has gone into the
records as the worst'in history, bas been indelibly im~
pressed upon the minds of thousands by the remewbrance of

the gaunt critter standing and fscing the elements alone

% Burlingame, op. cit., p. 284.
10 apvott, op. cilt., p. 217.

11 Burlingame, op. cit., p. 284.
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as portrayed in Charles M. Russell's best known charcoal
sketch, "The lLast of Pive Thousand."

There is no authentie record of the activity carried
on at the W Raneh until the spring of 1887, aﬁd there are
eonflicting reports regarding its losses during the pre-
ceding winter.l2

Plierre Wibaux had, by the fall of 1885, spent four
surmmers in Honteana and North Pakota and now, with complete
confidence in the range, the weather, and himself, he felt
thers was only one nore preroqulsite before the profits
started flowing in freely--capital for the expension of his
holdings. With this in mind he went to France in Novembsr,

iy s

12 Crawford, op. cit., p. 497, states "He started
then (in 1884 after The Bplit with Grisy) with about 1,000
head of cattle, almostiall of whieh he lost in the hard
winter of 1886 and 1887.% This information was secured in
~an interview with W. A. Orgain, who worked for Wibaux from
1888 to 1890. Orgain stated that "Wibaux's original bunch
of cattle, about 1,000 head, nearly all died in the winter
- John Brophy stated in an interview that the #@ went
into the winter with 500 head and lost only ten per cent,
as the herd was small and good range was available.
Probably more credende may be put in the latter due
to an item in The Glendive. (Momrtana) Times, July 14, 1883,
"Grisy & Wibaux, of Deaver, have let the contract for the
putting up of 160 tons of hay to Tommy Kean and John Bub-
ler, . . . Even at this date they plammed to carry insur-
ance againsat the weather, at a time when most range stock
owners planned to have their cattle pick their living all

winter. ‘
‘ During the winter of 18886-87 Brophy lived only about
fifteen miles from the ¥ Ranch, while Orgain dld not come

to Montana until' 1888,

It is certain that Wibaux, who spent the winter in
France, was not discourared by reports of his losses or
the losses of his neighbors as he réturned in the spring
equipped with the eaplital necessary for expansion.

This was the only winter Hrs. Wibaux -ispent at the
White Holss..
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1886, and returned the following April, 1887, equipped
with the resources necesaary to seize the opportunity of
his lifetime.l® The stories told of the previous winter
did not shake his confldence in the Beaver Valley as an
ideal stock producing section and he began at once to pur-
chase all the remnants of former large herds that his cap-
1tal would allow. ¥any eattle were bought at a very low
price Tfrom ranchers who, discouraged and anxious to leave
the range ares and in many instances with their backs
forced to the wall by creditors, scld their surviving stock

at sacrifice prices. A great number were also bought of the

The Weekly Yellowstone Journal and Livestock Re-
porter HiIE' CY - ncana, Hov. 6, 1506e. '"HMr. wibaux
will go to Prance in & few days. . . ."

The Glendive (Montana) Times, April 20, 1887.
"Pierre &ibaux has returned from rFrance. . . .°'

In regard to the amount of oapital ibaux brought
from France, the statement of Kuhn, . cit., 18 most gen~
erally told in Eastern Montana and f nds support in other
articles written about Wibaux.

"He secured a half million in France =t the rate of

10 per cent. By the terms of the transactlion no interest
was to be pald until ten years later, when interest and
principal would amount to one million." (p. 181.)

Crawford, op. cit., p. 498, is in Tairly close agree-
ment.
¥t is said that ¥Wibaux was able %o borrow £4OO
in France by promising to pay back the sum of 1,000,000
at the end of ten years. The cattle business was pro-
fitable and this venture proved an entire success as he
was able to wepay all of his borrowed rnwney and make

consideralle for himaself."

The Glendive (Montane) Independent, June 20, 1898.
pr. Wibaux invested the wvast sum of 3500,000 in cattle and
range improvements before sy returns were recelved. . . oM

All the asbove indicate Wibaux returned from France
with about & hslf million dollars but none state who the

creditors were.
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b;g coneerns owned by easterm and foreign interests which
bad in some cases suffered a ninety per cent loss and whose
owners were discouraged and anxious to salvage what they
could of their original investments. ’

. Wibaux, as a result of;his rﬁhehing experience, lmew
that only the best and strongest cattle had been able to
survive the rigors of the winter. He also knew that the
range wés-no longer overstocked. The larger part of the
rermants whieh he purchased was made up of the older steers
as they had been able to struggle through the winter when
the young steersa, the calves, and most of the she stock
froze or starved.td

There is no single complete record of the purchases
made by Wibaux, but the procedure he followed can be ascer-
talned by a study of contemporary newspaper accounts and
the interviews of men vho were living in the area at that
time.

In May, 1887, he purchased the Iunter & Tvans ren-
nant, cstimeted at 15,000 head, at an average of 322, and

made a down payment on them.1® The round-up railed to

14 poct ranchers ‘did not placc their steers-on the
market until they were four years old. Although some she
stock was raised and marketed, the percentage of "fatali-
ties wae 8o high and the selling price was enough lower
so that wmany preferred to shlip in yearling steers, keep
then three years, and market them, the profii coming from
the gain in weight during the three years on the range.
(B41l Pollis intewwlew. Pellis was foreman of the 7 7 7
during this peried.)

Andrew Larsan, who came iInto Eastern ¥Hontana in
1892, states that steers three, four, or older were con-

sidered beat for narketing.
15 The Glendive (i‘ontana) Independent, Hay 28, 1887.
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gather encugh cattle to take care of the deposit, so he
then took”enough of thelr horse stock to cover the balance
of the payment. Also in Hay, 1887, ibaux purchased the
remmant of the Running Water Land & Cattle Company, esti-
mated at 10,000 to: 20,000 head, wnich were located on the
Big Dry..6

In 1888 some stock was purchased from the ilash
Knife, of Southeastern Montana,l’ and Wibaux also bought
the FUF ramnant, of-neéé Forsyth, mbntana, turning over
to 1ts former ovner many of tﬁe‘horses taken in the Hun-
ter & Evana deal. f;JlBBQ hewadded to his range the stock
of the Freuen Caétle Company, which was located in the
Powder River iaunwry.ls

The article édds, "These cattle have been graded up for the
past oight years, and are the best bunch of cattle in east-
ern Hontana."

18 1pid.

17 Whit Terrell, who came to Eastern Montana in 1881
or 1882, stated that Wibaux bought the rermant at $17.50 a
round with all calves thrown in.

The Armstrong interview states that '“ibaux bought
all the llash Knife she stock.

The Orgain interview says simply that "He bought a
bunch from the Hash Knife. . . Hr. Orgain was working for
the Hash EKnife at the tine and delivered thc stock to the

w.

The Bill Follils interview says that Wibaux contracted
for these remmants before the spring round-up at 320 per
head for all cattle brought in, and that he could have sold
all he had that fall at $30. Instead lie sold only the beefl
cattle, whichk netted him (40 to 345 per head above their
cost, and thus paid for the 16,000 head which remained on
his range, 'so he told me himsell he figured he had 15,000
head of cattle free, and with range costing him nothing, he
made quite a fortune.” The advarce in price was the natural
result of the heavy stock losses of the rreceiing winter.

18 Crawford, op. clt., p. 498, and Orgain interview.
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Early in the spring of 1889 a study of conditions
convinced Wibaux that the bottor was about to fall out of
the horse market, and once more he seized the golden oppor—
tunity whieh presented itself. He sold his entire stock of
horses, 630 head ineluding eoclts, to the Green Mountain
Ranching Company of Forsyth, Hontana, at 60 apiece, and
in turn bought their entire brand of cattle, amounting to
between 3,000 and 5,000 head.l® Two months later he pur-—-
chased all the stock of the Powder River Cattle Company, one
of the largest English syndicates in America, at $18.50 a
head with calwves thrown in. The number of cattle in this
purchase was estimated at 10,000 head, and 300 head of
saddle horses were ineluded in the deal at the same price.<0
Wibaux also purchased the Wrench brand, which was located on
the Red Water, of Gummell, snd undoubtedly picked up many
other small remnants as rapidly as they became available.

By 1890 he had accumulated 40,000 head of cattle and in that
year he branded 10,000 calves.Zl

The Wibaux fortune was built as a result of the mis-
fortunes of men and cattle companies which lacked either
Ffinanciel resources or a faith in the range, and therefore

disposed of thelr stock interests as a result of the winter

of 1886-87.

19 e Glendive (Montana) Independent, April &6, 1889,
June 20, 1806.  Shortly after this deal the horse market
fell to a point below $30 & head.

20 1pi4d.

21 Orgain interview. Crawford, op. cit., p. 497,
states that MHis branding in 1890 to 1892 ran 10,000 to
12.000 a vear.”®

ABYRY Ry
AN




CHAPTER VI,

The dlasastryous losses incurred by most of the stock-
men of the range area as & result of the winter of 1886-87
resulted in a shortage of beef supply, and beef cattle
prices remained appieciably higher for the following three
years.

Nelson Morris, the well known Chicago packer, decided
that prices were going to continue to rise and concelved the
,idaa of contraeting for a large number of western range
cattle for fall delivery. In the summer of 1880 he sent
buyers into the range stock area to make purehascs on whab
he thought was a rising market. Wibaux contracted to sell
him all his steers which wers three years and older, about
8,000 head, at $45 and dry cows at $20 a head delivered at
the stoekyards in Wibaux. Morris paid about 325,000 down
on the contract.t

Between the summer, when the contract was entered
intc, and the shipping season, cattle prices slumped rather
badly. Iliorris. succeeded in getting some of the sellers to
compromise, and others to annul their contracts entirely.
He offered Tibaux 525,000 for his contract, but the offer
was rejected.2

When the shipping season arrived Wibaux begsan to

load ont cattle under the terms of the contract. Horris

1 Crawford, cit., p. 499, The Glendive (l‘ontana)
Independent, June 252 1896, The Yellowstone Journal, HMiles
o Wootana, Sept. 27, 1500.

Orgain interview.
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accepted the rfirst 6,800 head and then refused to receive
the balance called for in his agreement, as he claimed

the stock was not marketable. ﬁibaux had provided for this
contingency by having the cattle viewed both before they
were shippad and after thelr arrival in Chicago by men who
were known to be good Jjudges of range stock. He continued
to round up and make delivery as provided by the terms of
the contract and, as rapidly as the cattle were turned
down by Morris, they waré 80ld on the Chieago market for
whatever they would bring. As soon as the delivery of all
the stock contracted for was completed '"ibaux brought sult
against Morris for the difference between the price he had
agreed to pay for the cattle in lontana and that whiech they
netted on the Chicago market.

The auit which fellowed was watched very closely by
every packer and every cattleman in the country- After
five yeoars of litligation, in which the sult was carried
frowm the district court to the appellate court and from
the appellate court to the Illinols Supreme Court, Korris
was forced to psy Wibaux an amount variously stated as
$62,000 to $80,000. And in addition Morris had to pay all

the expenses involved in the suilt.d

3 crawford, op. cit., p. 499, The Glendive (lontana)

Independent, June , 1896, The Yellowstone Journal, lLiles
TIty, Rontana, Sept. 27 1900, the Orgaln intervieve.

The Dickinson (North Dakota) Press, Oct. 19, 1895,
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indicates the sentiment of the range country regarding the
guit..

! "PILRRE WIBAUX, the largest individual cattle
oxmer 1in liorth Dakota, has won a $75,000 suit againatbt .
Helson Horris, the millionaire packer of Chicago.
lMorris contracted in 1890 to take all cattle of a
certain grade at a stated price. ¥When 1t cames tine
to shlp the market was down and Norris refused to
acecept the cattle. Jibaux is not the kind of man

to submit to sueh dolings and hag pushed hils case to

a sugcessful Tinish."

- The Eva HacLean manuscript, Wibaux County, Col-
lection on Pierre Wibaux, University ol Rontana, issoula,
Montana, gives an interesting sidelight on the suit.

YArter retaining legal advisors the ranchman gathe
ered Iin a passenger car full of cowboys and took them
to Chicage, where the sult was to be tried, as wit-
nesigsae

"fHiave a good.time, boys,! he told them, ?spend as
mich as you like. That company wlill pay for your
entertainment.?

"The bo{s:needed no urging, and when Wibaux won
the suit, the packing company was forced to p an
enormous bill for 'expenses' of the witnesses,

We A. Crgaln stated in an interview, "I was & wit-
nees in the lawsult in both the district court and the
trial court and was in Chicago for six weeks. Johnny
Towers was also a witness."



CEAPTER VII.
WIBAUX AND THE COUUTY COMMISSIONERS

A study of the proceedings of the County Commis-
sloners of Billings County, North Dakcta, and Dawson
County, Montana, reveals that practically all the ranchers,
including Theodore Roosevelt, appeared before one of the
Boards at some time 6r other in an attempt to securs a re-
duction or an abatemﬁnt?in their personal property tax.
With the rancher continually buying and selling stock 1t
wag difficult for county officials to keep an accurate
count on which the assessment might be based. Cattle were
cften brought into Billings County, as an example, on wniech
a Minnaaoté county had slready placed an assessment and
collected the tax_fof the year. As the cattle were often
allowed to roam very freely they were sometimes spotted by
the assessor of a neighboring county in his assessment
aresa, and the Billings County owner might be surprised a
few weeks later to find a tax notice from Stark'County in
his mail. Of ecourse: 1t cammot be denled that in many
cases cabtle were encouraged by their owners to stray into
a neighboring county as assesswent time approachcde.

As the W Ranch lay astride the state line and about

half 1ts acreage was in Dawson County, ljontana, and the

1 this chapter 1is based on the county records of
Billings County, North Dakota, and notes on the Beoard of
County Cormissioners*' meetings as they appeared in The
Glendive (Montana) Independent, which was the official
paper ol Dawson County, Montana, during most of the period
studied. The county records of Dawson County were not
epened so that a study could be made of them.
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other half in Billings County, North Dakota, 1t is not
svrprising that the name of Plerre Wibaux appears fre—-
qpent}y in the proceedings of the county cormissioners of
both eounties. However a,#budy of the records does not
appear'to bear éut the following statement which sppeared .
in a recent thesis: |
"Eapecially were the bilg outfits guilty of tex

evaslon, and among these, the most offensive was

Pierre Wibaux. The County Commissioner's Records ars

full of notations of his attempt to evade taxes and

to obtaih tax abatements."2
This:paper further states that i/ibaux drove cattle 1into
Eiilinga County in the late fall or early wiﬁter and
rounded them up and returned them.ﬁo Fallon County, Montansa,
in the spring, thus having them out of each county at the
time 1ts sssessment was made.s‘ This statement is coneluded
by saying that the Billings County officials of 1890-91
teorminated such action on the part oif Plerre Wibaux.

The offlicial nminutes of the neetings of the Bililings

County Cormmissioners do not seem to support this point of
view. Gh December 12, 1890, the corzidlssioners decided to
hold a mseting In the following wmonth to which ranchers

dissatisfied with their assessments were invited to come

2 ¥1lliam B. Richter, op. cit., p. 30.

® Ibid. Pallon County had not been created at this
time. The writer meant Dawson County.

None of Wibaux's contemporaries made any statement
which throws suspricion on ‘/ibaux's honesty. Iie waa always
able to secure a conmprornise favorable to himself when he
appeared before thez cormissioners.
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80 that the cases might be arbitrated.? As rierre Wibaux
wes among those who felt their assessments were too high,
1t was moved "Also that Wibaux be notified by the auditor
of the same meeting and requested to send an arbitrator.®
Sylvane Ferris, at one time foreman for Theodore Roosevelt,
was appointed arbitrator to represent the county.®

At the next meeting, which was held January 5, 1891,
the following ection was taken: "“On motion Geo. W Towers
was appointed arbltrztor to confcr with S. M. Ferris and
B. Lawles in tax case of Plerre \'ibaux."® By the second
~day following the arbitrators had been able to agree on a
solution as the minutes read, "loved by Woodman seconded
and earrled that arbltrators estimate of 1500 head of
cattle, in case of Pierre Wihaux, be accepted.™?

That this same Beard éf Conmissiocners of Billings

County sharply turned down Wibaux's requests Tor abatements

4 Book 1, Hinutes of Billings County Cormissioners,
Billings Gounty, North Dakota, p. 61.

5 Ibid.

6 Ibid., Jan. 5, 1891, p. &2.

The B. Lawles noted was Ben Lawlis, foreman of the
W and Vibaux's arbitrator-. The customary procedure in
arbitration was for each party to choose an arbitrator and
the two thus selected to choose a third party satisfactory
to both sides. The wording in the minutes indicates that
the Commlssioners appointed a third party satisfaectory to
the other two in this case.

g Ibid., Jan. ‘7, 1891’ Pe 63.
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would seem to be refuted by the following:
"On motion the application of Pierre Wibaux for the
abolition of taxes for the year 1887 and the correction
- of assessment and abatement of taxes for the year 1890
g::?rzé§ﬁgd and recommended the reduction and aebatement
The relatlions between Wibaux and the cormissioners
of Billings County appear to have been harmoniocus in gen-
eral. In 1894 he applied for a reduction of assessment and
the application was granted.g In Juvly, 1897, his assess-
ment was Increased from 9,600 head of cattle to 12,000 head,
but wh@n Wibaux appeared before a later meeting to protest
the increase his assegsment was dropped to 7,000 head .10
Again in 1899 the Board increased %Wibaux's assessment, thia
time by 4,500 head, but at a meeting eleven days later the
"Board on motion decided, 1in view of all facts and circum-
stances I1n coﬁnection with assessment of Pierre 7ibaux to
a¢cept return as made by ¥Mr. ibaux. . . il Again in
1900 the minuvtes show that "On motion the assessment of
Pierre Wibaux was left as returned by him."12 Evidently

the commiszsioners regarded Vibaux as a man who was trust-

worthy and whose sworn statement could be accepted as the

8 Ibid., Nov. 18, 1891, p. 72.

® 1v14., Jan. 2, 1894, p. 101, and Oct. 1, 1894,
p- 115. The minutes for the latter date read, "Application
of P. Wivaux for reduction of the tax 1893 came up for
action and was on motion recommended.”

10 Ibid., July 8, 1897, p. 168 and July 16, 1897,
P- 172.

11 Ibid., July 7, 1899, p. 227 and July 18, 1899,
Pe 235.

Ibid., July 26, 1900, p. 260.
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I.i the light of the akeve 1t is 2ifficult to under—
stand tho proceedings of Auvgust and Sceptenber, 1901, which
are be:st told by the minutes.

"L. A. Simpson appeared before the Boarl -n behalf
of Pierre Wibaux asking that an abatement be made in
taxes by sald county assessed against said Pierre 7i-
baux for the years 1897, 1898, 1899, and 1900 in the
aggregate amwounting to $5245.05--upon property belong- ,
ing to .and claimed by said county to be therein said
taxes for the years 1337, and 1898 having been paid--
claiming on behalf of Hr. Yibaux that sald taxes were
excessive in-'that seid property was not thus taxable
by sald sounty and requesting that taxes tgus assessed
for the years 1899 s:nd 1900 be cancelled.™dd

The matter was taken under advisement for further conside
eration and on the following day the board appointed Come-
ﬁissioner Stoddard to represent the county in ruking an
ad justment of the Wibaux taxes.l4

On September 2 the matter was discussed further with
Simpson present to represent YWibaux. '‘The result was the
adoption of a resolution which stated the taxes appeared
to be excessive and the county treasurer was

"authorized and directed taoaccept from the saild
Pierre Wibaux the sum of (6052Y) six hundred filve
dollars, in full for all demands of sald Qounty for
taxes of every kind and nature whatsoever for all
years prior to and ineluding the current year of
19501 . . . {for) all taxes, interest, and penalties
assessed againat the sald Pierre Wibaux."

Wibaux's relations withh the ilcard of County Come

13 1pid., Aug. 30, 1901, p. 295.

14 1y14., Aug. 31, 1901, p. 296.

15

;bido, S‘pto 2, 1901’ P- 297 .
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mlseloners of Dawson Counbty, Montana, are very similar to
the above. In 1889 the comnissioners, meeting as a Board
of Equalization, took the following action as recorded in
The Glendive Independent:

*On motion the Board reduced the assessment of Pierre
¥ibaux from 5,000 head of cattle, ($90,000) revised at
previcus mesting to 340 head of cattle, of the samo .
being the Osear Ward and Deering Catittle Company's cattle,
¥r. Wibsux having proved to the satisfaction of the
Board that the g%ove anpunt of cattle was 3ll he had in
Dawson eounty."

In 1891 the Board of bounty Commis=icners acted as

tay

follows:

"On' motion the assesskent of Pierre Wibgux was re-
duced as follows:

1000 head cattle @ $15.00 pr hd »15,000 00
% gtallions @ 3250 750 00
Total weduction 315,750 00"

Wibaux appeared before the Board of Equalization in

August, 1893, but the minutes as published contain no record
of any action taken in regayrd to his properties. However

in the July, 1894, term of the District Court Wibaux brought
suilt against Alex.3. Glllespie, the Dawson County Treasurer,
which was taken under advisement untll the October term. A ¢
that time 1t was anmounced that a seottlement had been effected
through the Board of County Commissioners with Wibaux to pay
taxes on 4,500 head of cattle for 1893 and the same for 1894
and the c@se to be dismissed at the plaintiff's cost.1® The

16 The Glendive {liontana) Independcnt, Cct. 12, 1889.
7

Ibid., July 25, 1891.

18 id., Aug. 4 and Tov. 3, 1894.



The commissipners took the following actlon on Noverm-
ber 13, 1894:

YOn motlon the clerk was instructed to notify the
treasurer that the Board has made a rebate on the tax
of Plerre Wibaux for the year 1893 frcm 5000 head of
cattle to 4500 head of catile, and for the year 1894,
I'rom 5500 head of cattle to 4500 head of cattle ond
gﬁ:ﬁtrzzs:;:g iztzggfgy instructed to receipt for thg

s , »

In his only other appearance tefore the Dawson
-County Commissioners /lbaux presented the petition of the
citizens of the.taﬁn of Wibsux requesting a jail bullding
and a depﬁty sherlff. The result was that "The petition
vas granted and the jall w711 be bullt in the near future, <0
As previous petitions for a jail and a deputy had been elther
deniéd or tabled for later nction and as a subsocquent report
showa that a deputy was appointed and a jall was built, 1t
appears that Wibaux did have influence with the commis-
sionerse.

The records faii to indicate any ill feellng between

Wibaux and the commissioners of eilther Dawson or Billings
County. Like all taxpayers of his day, as well as those of
'th; present time, Wibaux disliked paying taxes which he felt
were levied unjustly. And easch tinic he asked for a rebate
or an abatement he secured a reduction in his tax, thus in-
dicating that justice ruast lLiove been at lcast partially on
‘his side. B

During the rive yesar period from 1897 to 1901, when

19 1pid., lov. 17, 1894.

20 Ibid., June 10, 1899.
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Wibaux was one of the heaviest taxpayers of Dawson County,
there 1s no record of any attempt on his part to secure a
reduction by meking a plea to the County Board of Equali-
zation.21

A close study of the records makes it difficult to
bulld a case against Plerre Wibaux as one who sought tax
reductions and abatements in order to evade his just obli-

gations to the counties in which he owned property.

21 Wibaux's personal property tax during this pericd
was as followa?

Rank among taxpayers

Year Ampunt of Tax of Dawson County
1897 $ 2437.99 tth
1898 3520.39 3rd
1899 1886,.94 5th
1900 1963.45 6th
1901 1900.32 7th

The total tax paid for these five years is ;11,709.09.

The above information appears in The Glendive (liontana)

Independent, Oct. 2, 1897, Sept. 24, 1898, Sept. 20, 1899,




CHAPTER VIII.
AIBAUX AS A PROGRESSIVE RANCHER

A study of the methods used by most of the "beef
bonanza® ranchers of Eastern Montana and Jestern North
Dakota proves that Ilerrs Wibaux was one of the more pro-
gressive of the large scale ranchers in his day- The
comron prectice at the time was for the rancher to pick
up whatever stock he could, turn them loose on the range,
and each fall ghip the matured beef to market.l

Plerre Wibaux studied the fluctuations of the cattle
market in an attempt to find the type of cattle in greatest
demand and the best time for shipment. He tried to improve
the quality of both his cattle and horses by buying the
best slires avallable and, before 1t was generally recog-
nized that Montana could satisfactoerily be used as a8 breed-
ing country, Wibaux attempted to raise his own calves so0
that he could aveld the neeessity of shipping in all his
beef stock. 4nd, et great personal expense, /ibaux carried
on'k‘aanbdign Against two naturel enemles of the stoclomn~-
prairie fires and wolves—~~and tried to secure the eocopera-
tion of nmighhew&ngrinnchcrs againat them.

The evidsnce whidh Wibaux accurmlated during his
first three years on the range convinced him the better
grade of stock was resdy for market earlier in the season

1 Tnat little attention was pald to the types of
stock 1s evildcnced by the appearance of thousands of Texas
longhorna on the range in the state line area. They were
a menace to the small rancher as, having ceaqiuired the habit
of wander » they frequently sczattered liis small herds.

.In 1883 a bill was passed prohibiting Texas cattle east of

the Hissourl River- (Kuhn, op. eit., p. 158.)

e At
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and was thus able to reach the Chicago stockyards before -
the heavier shipments ceused a severe mar'e: decline.

¥ith this in mind he showed a decided prcierence for
Shorthorns when reking his purchases following the winter
of 1886-87.2 His most serious effort to improve his stock
was in 1897 when he 2dded a group of sires far above the
level of the typical range buil.

"The biggest purchase of bulls ever made by eny
western stockman is being made in Canada by Pierre
Wibaux, the wealthy North Dakota and Montana cattle-
man, who hasg placed contracts for the purchase of
550 Shorthorn bulls from Canadian breeders, for his
western ranches, where he will ship them next spring.

e o « His contracte for bulls call Tor registered )
stock, with strains recorded in English brand books."d

Plerre Wibaux may thus be given credit for improving
the quality of beef produccd in the entire area, as later
sales of this stock to other ranchers exerclsed an influence
toward'gfading up Montana range cattle.

That Wibaux realized the wvalue of well bred stock is
also illustrated by his purchase in 1899 of over 4,000 head
of two-ysar-old steers at Amarillc from a breeder who used
nothing but thoreughbred Hereford bulls.4 Although he could
have picked up ordinary ranse cattle at a lower price Wibaux
knew that good stock would galn welght Taster asnd bring a

}higher price per hundred on the market. ¥Wibaux's herds

2 Armstrong interview.

S The Diekinson (liorth Dakota) Press, Feb. 13, 1897.
Crawford, op. 6it., p. 498, tells of the same purchase but
places the number of bulls at 500C.

4

The Glendive (Montana) Independent, July 8, 1899.
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were predominantly Hereford or Shorthorn 2t the time his
_ranching interests were closed out in the Leaver Vallcy.s
Wibaux knew from his observations that if stock
could be brought through the winter in good shape they
would be ready for the market ecrlier in the fall. Prob-
ably he had observed this while visiting the Chicago or
Sioux City stockyards and while purchasing stock in the
" . Central States where winter feeding was the rule. It is
known that, during 1ts first sumuser of operation, the firm
-\ of Grisy & Wibaux contracted to have hay put up for winter
| use, and this was at a time when most ranchers still be~
lieved the cattle should shift for themselves the year
around.®
Wibaux ralsed the first alfalfa in the Beaver Val-
ley and thias was prcbably the first In Eastern Montana, as
the following news item was not answered.

"§111 any of our nelghbors in the Yellowstone Val-
ley or elsewhsre in the county (Dowson) tell us of thelr
experience with the tillage of alfalfa as a hay crop?
We xnow of no one who has tried it in the Beaver Valley
excepting Pilerre Wibaux, who sowed about forty scres in
1887, and reports several good crops in the early
nineties.”

Aa s general rule, however, hay was given only to the bulls
so that they would be in an improved condition for the

5 Interviews witl: Thomas Lihen auad J. Zoss Calvin,
an associate in the Calvin Investment Company which bought
out the interests of the 7 ilancli.

6 The Glendive (ilontana) Times, July 14, 1883.

7 The Glendive (i‘ontana) Inderendent, llay 5, 1900.
Thomas RuSRh stated 1in an interview 1xn 1505 chat the first
alfalfa field in the commnity was a U enty acre field at
the W Raneh.

.. S .\-‘JF ST XY
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breeding season.8

That Wibsux®s methods paid is demonstirated by the
feat that he topped the Chicago market on many occasions.
In Augmast, 1888, he sold a consignment of steers averaging
- 1392 pounds at 35.00, the highest price paild for any Hontana
stoek ao0ld at that time, while three weeks later he =sold
three Immdred six beeves, averaging 1371 pounds, for 35.1Q
For the season of 1888 he shipped 2,300 beeves te market,
recelwving the highest prices paid for any Hontana stoek and
averaging better priecea than any other MHontana stockgrawer.g
In 1889 Wibaux shipped the first train load of Hontana
beeves to market on July 11, and followed wit!: another train
load on July 19. The stoek were reported to be in excellent
condlition for shipment, and Keenan & 3on, Chlcago commission
meyrchants, stated the former shipment was the first consign-
ment of western cattle to reach the market. for the season
and were a month shead of the first shipment of the previeous
year. Phe steers in this shipment averaged 1,325 pounds
and brought $3.65. A shipment of Texms ateers sold on the
aamn‘maﬁkst at prices ranging from 52.25 to $3.25 and their
average weights were 1,050 to 1,200 pound:mlﬁ Wibaux
topped the market again in 1898 with a consignment of steers

8 Thomas Lihen interview.
The Glendive (Montana) Independent, Aug. 18,
Sept. 8, and Nov. 3, 1888.

1o
bid., July 13, 20, and 27, 1889.
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averaging 1,278 pounds which sold at (34.65.13

There are few records awvaillable regarding the prices
for whieh Wibaux stock was sold, but those which can be
found show that his cattle usually sold at the top price
or approached it wvery closely. |

Wibaux, unlike most cattlemen, thought Hontana ran-
., chers should keep breeding stock and establish facilities
to produce their own young rather than rely on the impor-
tation of yearling steers to be turned onto the range. He
ran nmixed eattle from the beginning; and in the nineties
had more she stock than anyone else in the area.l®

While in partnership with Gus Grisy, wibaux made
iwpnftant moves to improve the gquality of the horse: stock.
In 1884 "six very fine horses" were bought from the Harquis
de Mores, and thirty head of Kentucky horses were purchased
for use on the ranch.l® A month later the firm bought
sixty Texas mares and two thorourh-bred Kentucky stallions
and mede the e¢laim that it had the finest stallions in
Montena Territory.l4 In the following year two of the mares
were valued at over $1,000 each.l® It appears that Wibaux
was trying to compine the toughness of the Texas cow pony
with the beauty and speed of the Kentucky horses.

11 1psd., Aug. 20, 1898.

12 Armstrong interview.

13 whe Glendive (Hontana) Times, May 31, 1884.
14 yp34., July 5, 18sa4.

15 1y1d., April 10, 1885.
o “‘-3&5_%& ‘,.x ,.,‘b ;:‘ '-
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Wibaux greatly irproved his horse herd, and also
gave the ranehers of the Beaver Valley an opportunity to
de likewise, with a purchase whiech was chronicled as
followss: .

"Another wvaluable addition has been made to the
horgse Interests of . Dawson county by Plerre Wibaux, who
has just received six wvaluable stallions. At theilr
head is an imported Worman, 6 years old and weighing
1900; then follows a thoroughbred Clydesdale and four
greded Hormans and Clydesdales. This stud has been
much needed at Minguaville and the people are fortu-
nate in having Mr. Wibaux take hold of the matter,
and thus keep them well up in the front rank."1l8

Wibaux seems to have been the first rancher of
Bastern - Montana to make a serious effort to combat the two
great natural enemles of the cattle on the range--wolves
and prairie fires.

Wolves, now a curiosity in Eastern Montansa, were
plentiful in the 1890's and did uncounted damage to the
stock ralsing industry. Pierre Wibaux, knowing that a
cooperative effort was necessary to reduce the menace,
tried te waken other ranchers by the following notice whieh

was published in The Glendive Independent on October 21,

1893:

"Let me alseo suggest that unless we want the wolves
to drive us ocut of the ecuntry every outfit should
afford to buy strychnine at a wholesale price and fur-
nish it free of charge to every settler, hunter and
other experienced men wishing to use it next winter.
Wolves will travel and in destroying them . . « com
bined efforts are neeessary in order to obtain the
desired result.”"i?

16 14¢ Glendive (Hontana) Independent, May 18, 1889.

17 1pid., Cet. 21, 1893.

That wolves were a serious menace is emphasized by
an article inserted beneath Wibaux'!s notice:

A DR MR ARy IMRYIRSREIA
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Wibeux*s efforts were referred to when, in the next
Yyear, the same paper reminded 1ts readers that the previous
meebing of the Stoskgrowers' Association had recommended
each round-up employ a mamn whose sole duty would be to kill
wolves.

"One round-up at least fell 1n line and adopted the
idea with great successa. We refer to the south-east
side round~up, controlled principally by Fierre Wibsasux,
who has employed two men, and &t the time the rouwmnd-up
was camped at Glendive Creek the results were sixxXB
pelis of old ones besides a large number of pups.”

. Wibaux kept a large wolfing oubfit of his own on
the W which, in later years, alded in decreasing the wolf
mensece.2® In addition he pald hunters 2 bounty of $5 and
£$2.50 respectiwely for wolf and pup skins.20 If other

renchers had made the effort to fight wolves which was made

"Wolves are hecoming more plentiful on the ranges of
Dawson county than ever bofore. From all sides come
the news of cattle, horses and sheep being pulled down
by wolves who are becoming bold enough to unheed the
approach of men on horsebaek.”

18 Ibid., June S, 1896. The 1item adds that Wibaux
stated he should have branded at least 3,000 calves bubt
would be luecky to brand 800 for the year dues to the destruc-
tion by the wolves.

19 Ibido' Dec. 4, 18970

"The W keep the largest wolfing outfit on the r
in Hontana, having over Tifty of the best wolfl ho
that are bred in their kennels, who keep the range
fairly free from wolves and coyotes."

The Hibaux (Lontana) Pioneer-Gazette, Anniversary

Edit :
1an* i ibsux) also had a camp at which he stationed
a wolfer with about one hundred dogs. The dogs were
kept in enclosures or stockades and packs of them run
on alternate days."

20 The Glendive (Montana) Independent,.June 20, 1896.
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by Wibaux many cattle-and sheep would hawve been saved, and
the wolf would have disappeared from the plains of Eastern
Hontana much earlier than 1t did. |
The.prevention and control of prairie fires offered
as serious a yrableﬁ.to tha.ranchers as did the wolves.
Fires, which éight sweep on.for &ays-ﬁurning all the feed
before them, ma&e.imposaiblé the survival of large ﬁumbars
of stook. Destructive blazes occurred in almosat every yesr,

but cne of the worst was that of August, 1889. The Glendive
Independent stated of this,

"Everything indicates that the Tfires are incendiary
in origin and set out for a purpose. At least forty
men are at work trying to extinguish the fire, and

. Pilerre Wibaux is hiring all the men he can get at $2.50

B’ new day. About twenty-five square miles heve been

burned already, and the end is not yet."21
It was estimated that two-thirds of the range in the Beaver
Valley was burned over by this fire and stoclkmen, already
a little anxious as te the outcome of the winter, advised
anyone seeking a new location not to come into that section.Z22
Pierre Wibaux attempted a few years later to secure

the cooperatiocn of the ranchers in fighting prairie fires

by publication of & notice in The Glendive Independent which
called attentidh to iosses suffered previcusly. Ile also
mentioned a piece of fire~fighting equlipment he had devised
and whieh could be purchased locally. |

"A good many years in the eattle business has taught

21 Ibid., Aug. 10, 1889.

22 Ibid., Nov. 2, 1889.

R vy N
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me that the numerous prairie fires that burn up our
ranges during a few monthas of the year are the great-
est drawback to the cattle industry. You are aware
that if one of ocur ranges burns we have either to let
our cattle starve or crowd our neighbors. The way
Yanges are now stocked this means starvation for the
cattle and ruin for their owner. It ocours to ms that
we ought to do everything ian our power to protect our-
asélves and Join in the good work. I have for a number
of years tried to find some device to put out said
fires when started. I have succesded in construeting
a fire drag made of chains that I guarantee to give
satiafaction. I%t 1s the best thing that has been .
brought out, it is handy to pack, it is not heavy to
drag. and will put out fire as fast as two horses can
travel. . ‘ ’

"Thinking that 1%t will be of rutual benefit to all
eattlemen I propose tc have a number of these drags
made thlia winter and will deliver them at cost, that
iz thirty-five ($35.00) dellars a piece at the depot
An ¥ingusville. -

"The old way of slaughtering cattle, besides being
unsatisfactory, is very expensive. These drags will
pey for themselves the first fire and can be carried
in bed wagons on the round-up and ecattered all over
the range where they can be reached in a short time.

"If you wish to try one send your order and $35 to
Cannon & Orgain, Mingusville, H%%tana, and a better
investment you could not make."<

Pierre ¥lbaux is revealed by a study of newspaper
accounts and articles written by his contemporaries as a
progressive rancher who believed in raising stock cattle
when others ralsed only beef catile, who put up hay when
others depended entirely on the range to keep thelr stock
through the winter, who tried to place finished stock on
the market early in the season so that he could beat the
falling market induced by later heavy shipments, and who

&3 Ibid., Oct. 21, 1893. One of these drags ean
3t111l be seentat the old Lihen Raneh, southwest of Wilbaux,
Montana. A

The old method of putting out Tires was to kill an
animal, split 1it, tile a rope to the foreleg and another to
the hindleg of a half, and have men on horses drag the
half a beef over the flames.
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fought fires and wolves at his own expense while at the
same time he attempted to get others to cooperate in
cogbating these natural enemies of the livestock producer.



PIERRE WIBAUX

from a pencil sketch

in

The Glendive (lontana) Independent

June 20, 1896.



CHAPTER IX.
THE LAST YEARS OPF THE W RARCH

The winter of 1886-87, which ruiﬁed many of the
reanchers of the Great Plains ares, was the direct cause
of the growth of Yibsux's investment into a small fortune.
But had Wibaux been less well fixed financially the winter
of 1896-97 might have ruifed him.as the one a decade be-
fore had broken many of his contemporaries.

Ganiineed that larger profits might be derived from
keeping h&é own stock cattle, rather than from importing
young ateers to fatten, Wibaux contracted for 10,060 head
of Utah cows and eélvea from Green & DBadger in the winter
of 1896. Although the first shipment arrived in mid-June,
1897, the final delivery was not completed until in August.l
The range was in good condition, but the cattle which ar-
rived late were not in shape to face the winter and were
not aoclimated. 7To make conditions worse a severe storm
hit the rénga in the latter part of November.Z Pierre Wi-
baux came from the East in December to look over the range

and see how his cows and calves that were turned out the

1 The Dickinson (North Dakota) Press, June 20, 1896.

"piferre Wibaux received twc train loads of cows and
calves on the 15th inst. and they are the {inest stock
that has ever been received at these yards. . . . The
above stock is a part of the ten thousand head which
Green & Badger are to furnish Mr. Wibaux this season.®

The Glendive (Montana) Independent, Aug. 1, 1896.

Tir. Wibeux is just finishing receliving the ten
thousand eattle contracted for last winter.?

2 m_dﬁ' Jan. 2, 189"0
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Preceding fall were standing the weather. He reported
that the 1css%vaa very light conzidering the weather con-
ditiona thus 4 .S

With the coming of spring the Dickinson Press

sontained wery discouraging news. The Yibaux correspond-
ent for the Hilea'01ﬁx'dournal was quoted as saying the

stock loss was much greater than it had been at any'tima”
asince 1886-8?.‘ But Plerre Wibaux stated in‘the 3ame lasue:

"On my range the grass crop was excellent last fall
and cattle never entered the winter in better condition.
November was a bad month, but December and January were
all one could desire; in fact, December was the best
month on record for a great many years. I personally
rode over the range the begimning of January: There
were no losses whatever and never did I see cattle in
better shape at thet time of the year. February was a
hard month on cattle, but the amount of snow on my
range or fa¥ther west never exceeded ten incheas on theo
level. I was in Montana the end of February. A few
old cows died that were expected to die anyway. I saw
cattle 811l through the Bad Lands; they were strong and
doing well, I went to Mlles City and as far as Helena,
and the general impression was that the winter so far
had been most favorable to stock. I am aware that from
the first to the fifteenth of HMHarch the weather was un-
usually cold for that time of the year. Catile were
getting weaker every day and this cavsed some anxiety
among cattlemen. On the 15th, however, we had a change
for the better and since then the snow has been melting
every day."5

S rbi4.
% Dickinson (North Dakota) Press, March 27, 1897.

® Ybid. The same paper contzins the following iten
of interest: :

"The Chicago Inter-Ocean states that Plerre Wibaux
put in 250,000 young cattle last fall and tliat they are
a2l)l dead. This acems & 1little ridiculous as lr. Wibaux
probably runs a little less than 100,000 cattle on his
range and what he put in last fall was a herd of about
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By mid~Aprll the snow was gone and grass was making
its .appearance rapidly as the result of twelve days of
cloudy eand showery weather. FEveryone had an opinion as to
the losses suffered in the cattle herds during the winter,
but they varied from twenty to sixty per cent, while esti-
mates on Wibaux®s los2es ran from ten per cent %o "big."6

It appears possible that Wibaux's losses in the Utah
stock may have been laiger'than he was wiiling to admit as
during the remainder of the years in which the W operated
his tcnddnﬁy was to dispose of she st;ck and calves and to
buy Texas steers.

Wibaux's private secretary and ;gent,,Emil (Jaclk)
Serruys, went to Texas im April, 1899, with the plan of
locking over several groups of steers and buying about
10,000 head. In May Wibsaux announced his intention to
stoek up with Texms steera and that he had already arranged

10,000 Utah cows. TUndoubtedly the loss in this stock

hna been very large-~-perhaps 50 to 70 per cent. It is
probable, however, that the loss among his old cattle

ha® not been one-half as great."”

& Ibid., April 17, Nay 1, 1897.

A news item in The Glendive {Montana) Independent,
April 1Q, 1897, states that wibaux and his foreman, J. B.
Lawlis, were in Glendive and reported the W loss would not
run over 25 per cent. They had thought esrFlier it would be
over 50 per cent, but careful count had shown the loss to
be less than half that. Possibly this was due to the Utah
cattle making up only a small proportion of the herd.

Bill Follis, foreman for the 7 7 7, stated that
Wibaux "Lost heavily on ecattle in 1897-8. The Utah cattle
were shipped in late in September, not in sucii good condition
for winter. . «  Wibaux was the only one I knew of who had
big losses in the winter of 1897-98." (lr. Follis was in
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for a large herd.’ Wibaux went to Texas in June and re-—
celved delivery of 4,049 two-year-old steers at Amarillo,
from.wnaré they were shipped to Moorcroft, Wyoming,over
the Burlington and then driven to the Dawson County range.a
In the fall of 1899 Wibaux sold all his range cows
and ealves to John B. Holt of HMiles City in a sale spoken
of as one of the largest in Eastern Montana for years.9
And about two months later Jéck Serruys was again on his
way to Texas where he spent the winter buying cattle for
Wibeux.10 1In February e purehased 3,500 heéd of steers
fronrneyﬁolds Brothers at $19 for yeérlings and $23 for
two~year—-olds with delivery to he made in the spring.ll
Due to the fires whieh had destroyed tpe'range between
Smith Creelt and the Hissourl River and to the bands of
sransient sheep which had sonsumed rmech of the remaining

grass, Wibaux announeed in June that he would have to sell

error as to the date of this winter as indicated by the
stories of the severity of the weather and the shipment

of Utah cattle.)
. We A. OFgrin sgreed that many of the Utah cattle

woere lost.

7 The Glendive (Montana) Independent, April 29 and
May 27, 1899.

8 Thid. The Independent states that 1800 of these
were branded on the Tirsg day after unloading them at
Mooraroft, %a record the boys are proud of."

® Ibid., Sept. 16, 1899.

10 1pia., Nov. 4, 1899.

1
Ibid., Feb. 24, 1900.
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these cattle as soon as they were delivered "as there 1is
no range on this side of the Yellowstone River for thom."1e
It’was ovidently at this time that Wibaux deeided to
makke vse of some of the very thinly occupied range aree in
the trlangle formed by the Hissocuril, Yellowstone, and ¥ussel-
shell Rivers as a news item in July states that these ateers
vweres tralled from Billings into the Bilg Dry country.ld In
the spring of 1901 Wibaux received four more train loads of
Texas cattle, probably 4,000 to 5,000 head, in Billings via
the Burlington and they, too, were driven to the Dawson
County range on theé north side of the Yellowstone.l%

‘ At sbout the same time lhie W round=-up gathered all
#ibaux's cattle on the south side of the Yellowstone and
held them on Glendive Creek. Weather conditions had slowed
the growith of range feed and, unless range conditions im-
proved, Wibaux planned to ship all his stock.l5 1In the
latter part of June all the she stock and calves were sold
to Prank W. Smith, proprietor of the Edge H1ll Ranch with
headquarters about fifteen miles scuth of the town of Wibaux,

and the following item appeared in The Glendive Independent:

"pierre Wibaux will elose out his cattle interests
in the eastern part of Dawson county this season, having
disposed of his cows and calves, and all the other cattle
will be marketed. Mr. Wibtaux wlll confine his steock

12 1p14., June 2, 1900.
13 yp1d., July 28, 1900.

14 1114., June 15, 1901.
15 1vi14., May 18, 1901.
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interesta to the northwestern part in the future,

gg;:: 2§82§:'3§6pr§aent in the neighhorhoﬁd of 10,000
As he shipped out a larie number of cattle in the fall of
1801 and as later newspapers fail to mention any % stock
on the range to the agutﬁ o' the Yellowstone, it may be
asgumed thot 1901 marked the end of operation of the ¥
Raneh on the Little Missouri Slope.l? |

After closing out in that section Wibaux expanded

his herds In the northwestern part of Dawson County,
making use of the range on both the Bilg Dry and Redwater

Creek. Hermade his headquarters on the present site of

16 1pid., June 29, 1901.

The neéxt issue rakes a correction of this and states
that Snith simply became mansger of the Wibaux interests,
that a large cattle company was being organized which would
run more cattle than ever before in the area, that ‘iibaux
would remain the hesdquarters of the new corporation, and
that Plerre Wibsux would retain an interest in the company.
Later events indicate the original item was closer to the
truth than the correction was.

17 Items in two other papers bear out this contentlon.

g§§gga County Review, Glendive, tontana, Oct. 3, 1901.
'lerre baux wound up this season's shipment of
cattle Priday last, with the exception of a few earloads
that he i3 helding for the late msrket. This closes the
cattle interests of MHr. Wibasux i the irmedlate wvicinity
of Wibaux,% ,

The Billings (Montans) Gazette, April 25, 1902, noted
that the number of cattle on the ranges of Iastern Montana
had increased to a larger number than at any time since the
188013, but that the day of the large outfit was past and
most of the catile were by that time held by small owners
who had only a few hundred head and could corral thelr
herds ssasily. Plerre Wibaux's outfit, the largest remainhg
in that part of the state, had been forced to rmove to the
Big Dry where it hoped to be able to remain a few years
longer, according to the Gaszette, which forecast the fight
between sheepmen and settlers over the vacated land would
be & hiot one but that its end was already in sight.
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the town of Cirecle, and bought 2 raneh in that immediate
vicinity from a Texas outfit owned by Hajor Seth Mabray-18
In 1902 he increased his herd by an additional 4,000 to
5,000 Texas cattle which were purchased by Jack Serruys.l®
They mast have been disposed of shortly after thls because
his personal property tax in Dawson County dropped from
51,900.32 in 1901 to @1@6'.'?5 in 1902, and the former figure
wag never again apprrcached in spite of the fact that he
kept possesslion of a largc part of the townsite of Wibaux,
which he purchased from Gus G‘risy. in 1886, until his death.<0
The last record of a shipment of W cattle, as found in The
Glendlve Independemt, is dated August 12, 1905, so his

cattle holdings were probably closed out in that year.zl
Wibaux did not own any land in the area south of the
Yellowstone, with the excseption of his town property and.
the 160 acres on which the White House was located, until
the present cenbury. In 1903, after the land waa surveyed,
he bought for $35,597.52 approximately 36,000 acres from
- the Northwestern Improvement Company, a subsidiary of the
Nerthern Pacifie Railroad.22 This land was situated in

18 Crawford, op. cit., p. 4C8.
19 gme Glendive (Montana) Independent, April 12, 1902.

20 1pid., Oct. 12, 1901, Nov. 8, 1902, Glendive (Mon-
tana) Times, Jan. 3, 1886.

21 The Glendive (Montana) Independent, Aug. 12, 1905.

22 yuln, op. cit., p. 160.
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a way as to glve Wibaux effective control of the Reaver
Valley from a point four miles north of Wibaux to a dis-
tance of twenty-zix miles downstream. In 1904 the ranch
was sold to the Calvin Investment Company of Miles City

at $15 per acre, and this firm leased it in 1905 to the
dibvaux Ranch Sheep Comwpany, which was composed of eastern
and loeal capitalists whe planmed to stoek the range with
‘large bands of‘sheep.23 This firm evidently did not pros-
per gnd, on ﬁh@ degth.of the head of the Calvin Investment
Company, the land next passed on to Thomas Mathews of Omsaha,
Nebraska .4 The property has since been brokemn up into
many holdings of a much smaller acreage.

At its peak, which came in the 1890%'s, the 7 probably
owned about £5,000 cattle and three hundred saddle horses.
In 1890 over 12,000 cattle were shipped. From 10,000 to
12,000 calves were branded yearly in the early 1890'a,
During this perdled Wibaux employed at least twenty-~five
men in the busy season and ten during the winter.29 The
W cattle covered a large terribory, some of them drifting
a8 far south as Wyoming and west to the FPowder River. AL

33 mhe Glendive (lontana) Independent, Harch 4,
1805, Montanes Bomeseecker, Helena, sontana, Sept., 1908.

24 Kulm, op. cit., p. 165.

25 Kuhn, op. cit., pp. 161-2, Crawford, op. cit.,
pPe 498. C. 0. Armatrong was slightly more conservative
end placed the maximmm nurber of cattle on the range at one
time as 40,000. At the other extreme l1s George Osterhaut
who estimates Wibaux had as meny as 200,000 head on the
range &t one time. Kuhn's figure is probgbly the more
wildely sccepted.
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round-up time reps were sent into those areas and also as
:ar east as Crooked Creek and the Killdeer Mountains, and
every one brought back E'cattle,zs

The closing of the operations of the ¥ Ranch ended
one of the most 1nteresting ehapters in the history of the
range livestock industry 1n Eastern Hontana. Wibsux's
developing businsss interests were. undoubtedly a factor in
the disposal of the ranch properuies, but more important
was the flood of homesteaders which surged into Eastern
Montana and Western North Dakota in the first decade of
tlils century, and divided the land into geometric patterns
by the use:of barbed wire.

"HMillions of miles of shining metal threads

Cutting the plain in geometric lines,

Climbing aloft among the mountain pines,

I show the way wherever Progress treads.

Y1 bound the cultivated flelds of man,

Divide his cattle from the masterless,

I form a barrier to the wilderness;

I end that which has been since time begane.
; "My barbed and twisted strands have marked the change
T That comes when Nature pays the debt she owes.

I whisper to each heedless wind that blows
" The last low dirges of the open range."27

26 . o. Armstrong interview.

27 Elliott C. Lineoln, A So of the Wire iFence
{Jos Kinsey Howard, editor,“EBﬁ%%ﬁE‘HﬁF?fﬁ??‘ﬂ@?‘ﬁiﬁen:

Yale University Presa, 1946), p. 284.

.4;’:.



CHAPTER X.

PIERRE AND HMARY ELLEN WIBAUX
AS SEEN BY CONTEMPORARIES

Mary Ellen Cooper, bétter lmown as Hellle, was the
daughter of an aristocratic English family. She may have
acqulred mﬁch of her education in France as she was very
proficient in the uase of both the French and English
languages. She met Plerre Wibaux while he was in England
making a atudy of-thé textile industry, and they were mar-
riled at Dover in l!larch, 1884. Shortly after this they came
to the lMontana ranch where, until the Vhite House was com-
pleted, Mrs. Wibaux shared life with her husband in a log
cabin which had a sod rcocof. And when finances proved to
be a‘praasing problem, Jjust before the hard winter of 1886-
87, Mrs. Wibaux dismissed her domestic help and did all the
work about the house herself, in spite of the fact that she
had been used to a life of ease before her marriage.

Although she was probably not beautiful, Mrs. Wibaux
had a regal besring corxbined with a charm which made every-
one wish to ﬁe of #ssistgnce ﬁo her. It is said that the
cowbeys in their spare time tried to be near her and always
stood ready to help her or to fight for her.

¥rg. Wibaux was a fine horsewoman and, ag she loved
the outdoors, she was certain to be on hand if there was a
round-up in the vicinity. There she would ride slowly
around the herd and talk to each of the men whether she knew
him or not, leaving the Ilmpresslon that she was interested

in his own personal welfare.
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In appearance kKrs. Wibaux was tall and perfectly
proportioned, weighing 160 to 170 pounds. Her complexion
was dark, her eyes were tlaeck, and her hair is spoken of
ag being of raven hue. IHer chin was square, her lips a
trifle full, her teeth perfect, and her nose classically
Greclan, while her forehead wazs massive and somewhat pro-
troding. As shn-gasmﬁeeidedly Spanish in appearance and
gpoke the languagélfluently, the guestion has arisen as to
whether or not she may have had sone Spanish ancestorse.

.Mrs. Wibaux's personality corblned an extreme quiet-
ness, a fine sense of mmor, a large share of common sense,
and a great deal of personal charm.

One of the early ranchers of the area struck the
Wibaux log cabin unexpectedly while riding up Beaver Creek
‘iin the winter cof 1884-~85 and knocked at the ldoor with the
 intention of asking about the road. As the door opened
and lrs. Yibaux stood before him he was so amazed that he
found it dirfieult to place hils question in words. Later,
aftor he ceme to know Krs. Wibaux, they often laughed over
the oceurrence, and when she once asked why he appeared so
upset he told her, "It would surprisc almost anybody to
find a rose gming' in the Bad Lands in the middle of the
nl ~.

=~

winter.

l’most of the abowve deseription of lrs. VVibaux 1s
taken from Lincoln Lang's interview by Hagedorn. Lang was
an early rancher in the Bad Lands areg. Other information
has coms from interviews with Henry Smith, a Kiles City,
Montana, jeweler who came to Montana in 1886, John Flimnm,
Miles City, Montana, who worked for Wibaux in the State
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- Plerre A\Vibaux was also an unusually fine looking
person, especially when he was a young msn. His height
has been estimated at 5% 10" to over 8', his weight as
175 to over 200 pounds. Ile was exceptionally well bullt
and very athletle in appearance. Probably the varying
opinions 1n regard to hisg height and weilght are due to
Wibaux's very well proportioned body. He was proficient
in feneing, boxing, and other s»orts, and he feared no
man.2 He was sxceptionally-strong and could 1lift more
than any of his employeces.

Wibaux's complexion was medium or a trifle darker,
his hair was dark, and lL.e had large, piercing, dark brown
eyes. When he first arrived in kontana he wore a mustachse
which was cared for reticulously--neatly trimmed and podnted
at both ends. Later in 1life he developed a full beard. He
was clean and neat in his personal appearance and liked to
Iwep well dreased.

Li¥e rmost of his counbtrymen, Wibaux enjoyed his wine
and other alcoholie beverages, but he was carefﬁi as to whom

he drank with snd he did not indulge to excess. One of his

National Bank, and John Laughlin, Iiiles Clty, HNontans, also
an erployee of the bank.

" Mrs. Wibaux and Cyril returned to France, probably
about 1915, and nothing 1s known of them since that time.

2 The Marquia de Mores oncc invited Wibaux to visit
him in his lledora ehatesu and while there asked ibaux to
fence with hime As Wibaux proved too proficient with the
foll the Marquis became angry and challenged him to fight
with sabres. Action was about to begin when the HMarquise
stepped intc the room and psrted the two men. (Armstrong
interview.)
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favorite forms of diversion was to go from one saloon to
another and shake dice for the drinksa, while another was to
get a group of the hands in the billiard room at the White
House, have the servants bring in the drinks, and then

" introduce the boxing gloves. The Wibaux home was the center
of hospltality for the neighboring ranchers and theilr hands,
and in his ranching days Wibaux was well liked and highly
regarded by =211 his asscoclates.

Like his wife, Wibaux also had a sense of humor.
Pr&bably one of ita erudest forms of expression occurred
when one of his brothers came from France to wvisit him at
Wibaux. Before the train bearing the brother arrived Wi-
baux approached some of the hands with the suggestion to
"gsmoke him up," but there 1s no record as to whether the
brother was initiated to the West in this fashion. Wibaux
also had exsellant control of his temper and was seldom
Seen angry.

Unlike Nrs. Wibaux, Pierre econsidered himself to
be a real American. lie demonstrated this by taking out
his first naturalizstion papers in Biamarck, North Dakota,
shortly after his arrival in the ranch country-. He later
became a full ciltizen of the United States. Hrs. .Jibaux

appears to have preferred. Paria and there is no record of

any viait to this country by Mrs. Wibaux after her husband's

estate was segyled.s

S Wibaux kill, office of County Clerk, Custer County
Court House, Miles City, Montana, and File in the lLatter of
the Estate of Pierre Wibaux, }lo. 633, loc. cit.
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Although Wibaux was very eareful to figure to the
last cent in business transactions he was likely to later
spend in entertalining the peraon with whom he was dealing
2ll he had saved by his previous parsimoniousness. It is
sald that if he was short of money when he arrived in town
Wibaux would borrow, glive his companion half regardless of
the amount, and never charge for it. C. 0. Arustrong told
of buying, in partnership with a friend, a tear: of horses
for B150 with interest at fifteen per cent. hen the deal
was completed Mbaux tossed his poeketbook to Armstrong and
told him to take what e needed. Wibaux was probably gen~
erous to the point where generoslty becomes a fault, as he
nevexr prosecuted anyone who stole cattle from him. It has
been .s2aid thai e&s a result he started more men in the
cattle business than anyone else in Bastern lontana.4

That Wibaux was respected by his associates during
bhis ranching days is indlcated by the positlions he held.

At the meeting of stockmen from the cast side of the Yellow-~
stone, which was held in Glendive on Marech 10, 1885, he was
elected as one of five delegates to confer with the commlit-

% Interviews with Orgain, Osterhaut, Armstrong, Lang,
Lihen, Larson, and Lou Grill, editor of the liiles City (llon-

tana) Star.

Sanders, 35, cit., p. 1251, glves Wibasux credit for
important charitable work in France.

"lie is the promoter of the free distribution of pure
milk through model farms, the free inspection of chil-
dren. Through his inltiative the good work has spread
all over his native land, saving thousands of babies. . .
Ten years ago the French gevernment in appreciation of
"his good work at home and of his influence abroad made

¥r. ¥ibaux & member of its Legion of Honor.
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tees at Medora and HMiles City so that the yearly round-ups
might be better coordinated.® As the attempted organization
of this group falled Wibaux joined the Montana Stockgrowers?!
Assoclation, attended 1ts meeting at Miles City in 1886, and
was chosan a captain of the round-up for District 7, a posi-
tion which he held until 1893 when e becare a member of the
executive conmittee as a representative from Dawson County.
After he moved to liiles Clty he served as a member of the
conmittee from Custer Gounty.6

In 1894 Wibaux was suggested as the Populist candi-
date for state representative from Dawson County and the
Glendive paper, Republican in sympathy, commented that "The
INDEPERDINT can only ssay in tiiis connectlon that if the
Hepublican is beaten in the free for all race ir. 7ibaux

wilill be a creditable winner.“7

There 1s no record, however,
of V/lbaux showing any interezst in politics or attending any
of the politieal conventions.

Probably the best testimony to the popularity of
Fierre Wibaux was the effort of h1is neighbors in Lastern
Hontana to change the name of the town of Kingusville to
Wibaux. The first settlement was made in 1881, the year
before the Northern Pacific iHailroad entsred lLiontana, and

was called Keith. When the rallroad reachel this point its

statioﬁlwas named McClellan, although the post office

5

6 Proceedings of thc lontana Stockgrowers' Assoclation,
Miles City, Montana, April 1.--20, 1886, pp. 89-102.

7

The CGlendive (Montana) Independent, ilarch 14, 1885.

The Glendive (Montana) Independent, Aug. 4, 1894.
© BNavy Gl
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remained Keith. In 1892 the name of the station was changed
to Tilly, and so 1t remained until all evidence of a settle-
nent had disappeared by 1900. These names all applied to
_an area about one mile east of the present Wibaux depot.

In thq meantime a new villace had been started abouvt
one~fourth mile cast of the railrocad bridge over Beaver
Creek. Theire was no post office here but the orthern Pa-
alfic established a2 station whicl: was named Beaver. 1In
April, 1884, thls name was changed Lo Mingr:sville in honor
of Min and Gus Grisy, and in August of the same year the
post office was moved from Keith to the new town, and Grisy
beeame the flrat postrmmster. At about the same time the
depet and the residents of the village moved to the west
side ol the ereek, the arca which lhias become the per-
manent townsglite. Dut llingusville was not a popular namne.

It was too easily corrupted into "Dingusville,”' suggesting
"any old thing," and a few years later, with ¥in and Cus
Grisy geﬁe and forgotiten, the citizens began acitation to
gecure a new name for theilr town. A petition to the Montana
State Legislature was started in 1893, and in a short time
over 260 signatures of the residents of Beaver Valley had
been secured. Early in 1895 the change in names was recog-
nized by the Post Office Department and the Northern Pacific
Rallroad, and the town was officlally named for the man who

had been 1ts greatest benefactor.B

8 1pid., Sept. 30, 1893.
"phe citizens of Mingusville are netitioning the
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¥ibaux does not seem to have been as popular in
Miles City as he had been in the Beaver Valley. As a ran-—
cher he had been well liked because he rad learned the
business the hard way: by riding in all types of weather,
by'taking part in the round-up, by making a study of con-
ditlons in the Chicego stockyards. TYe was recognized by
hls neighbors as an authority on buying, feeding, shipping,
and merketing cattle. In Mlles City Jibaux was regarded:
as a newecomer bto financlial circles whose bank account had
been the magic key to admittance. He had had no banking
expericnce.? Those with whom he became closely associated
learned to respect and value hils opinions and ultimately

developed a personal liking for him. Others considered him

- Legislature of the State of ilontana to have the name of
Mingusville changed to that of /ibaux, the founder and
townsite owner. lir. Vibaux. is also the larpcst cattle
grower in Dawson county, and 1s an enterprising man and
will do more Tor the town and surrounding country than
any other man cdpuld do. The petition of the citizens
should be granted without delay.®

Ivid., Yov. 4, 18983.

TThe petition for changing the name of Hingusville
to that of Vibaux, now has over 260 signatures. IEvery
person up and down the Beaver valley have signed 1it,
and all strongly favor the change in name.®

Ibid., liay 12, 18%4.

The nane of the town will be changed to Wibaux as
soon as the station 1s rechristened by the railroad
company, which will be socon."

Ibid., Mer. 30, 1895.

TWIBAUX has at last been recognized b; both the post
office department and the railroad. Thus dies the old
town of iingusville and it will be known no rore. . . .
fhe father of the town, Pierre ¥Wibaux . . . can be counted
on to do his share to advance the interests of ibaux."

9 {/Iibauxts investrments and financizsl Interests are the
sub ject of a later chapter.

EPTCX. BeE : AWK : i S F AR
STREN :;:;Jfg LA AMBEE L oSl
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to be & trifle conceited and felt that he didn't care to
assocliate with those outside his special group of friends.10
) One of Wibaux's greatest strengths was his ability
~to plck capable men and delegate responsibility to them,
During his wanohing period, which lasted about twenty-three
years, W}Baux had only four foremen.11 All weré‘exceptionq
allﬁ capeble and Wibaux, who left the range almost every
winter, turﬁéd the manapgpement of the ranch entirely to them
during bis absence. In the lattéf 1896'3 he selected Jaek
Sermruys as hls private secretiary and sent him to Toxas each
winter to purchaac stock which was later fod on Wibaux's
ranges, C. W. Butler, who had been employed previously at
a Glendive bank, was hired by Wibaux in 1899 to serve as
cashier at the State Natlonal Ban: in liiles City.l2 The
msnegement of the bank was turned almost completely to him
in lster years, and Wibaux had such cori.lete confidence in
him thet Butler was named in the will as sdministrator of

10 1hterviews with Henry Smith, John Flinn, Jobhn
Laughlin, Lou Grill, and Archie Harris, Secretary of the
Miles City Club, of which Wibaux was a member for many
years.

11 The foremen were Ole Berg, 1883-85, Sid Tarbell,
1c85-88, C. O. Armstrong, 1888-89, and J. B. (Ben) Lawlis,
18895 to the closs of the ranehing interests.

Berg quit because of a misunderstanding with the
"Stranglers,® a vigilance group; Tarbell died of blood
poisoning which resulted from a broken arm; and Armstrong

t after a di:ggte over the removal of some men, V/ibaux
insisting they should be dropped as they were not needed
during the winter months while Armstrong mailntained they
had worked faithfully during the most difficult season and
should be carried to spring. (Armstrong and Orgain interviews.)

12 The Glendive (Montana) Independent, Dec. 30, 1899.
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the Wibaux estate.1d

Wibaux had a trace of ecotism, although thiis trait
di? not become prominent until after his removal to liles
City. On one of his visits in Paris he hircd a sculptor
named Octobre to meke a small statue, about tlree feet-in
height, of hir, 14 This, along witl: a bust and au enlarged
and framed photograph of Wibaux on his favorite horse, oc-
cupied a prominent place in the State ilational Rank where
all patrons could see 1t.l® Above the entrance to the old
bank bullding can 8t1ll be seen a large scale model of
Wibaux's signabture written in his cwn inirnditable ranner,

In his will, ¥ibaux requested that if the people of
the town of Wibaux were willing a bronze statue of himself
as a cowboy, enlarged to twice his natural slze and seé
vwpon a sultable pedestal, should be placed upon high ground,
raéing the site of the old W Zanch, and hls ashes should be
deposited beneath 1%.16

It has been ssaid that Vibaux used is influence and
hias money to ehange the name of NMingusville to Fibaux.17

13
14 Letter of C.VW. Butler in Ccllecctions of Historical
Society of lNontana, Caplitol Building, lelena, Montana.

15 John Laughlin interview.

Jolm Laughlin interview, the Wibaux will, op. cit.

16 ¥ivaux will, op. c¢it. The Butler letter, op. cit.,
states the small statue was sent to Chicago and the enlarge-
ment was rade by Lorado Taft. The monument is a prominent
landmark on the high groeund just to the west of Wibsux. The
two small figures weres wllled to nephews, Daniel and Noel

Fibaux.
17 judge Loud, of the Seventh Judicial District, in
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The petitions requesting the change, however, indlcate it
was made with the approval of the citizens.

) The statements of Yibaux's contemporaries indicate
epmplete agreement regaerding Wibauxts honesty. There ia
no reeqrd,of.aﬂy shady dezalings in which he had a part.
His business was condueted entirely in ean opéﬁ ﬁanner, and
ne atteﬁpta were rmade bo give anyone tl.e short end of a
deal. The genersal opinion was best expressed by a piloneer
who at wvarious times served as sheriff, under sheriff, and
county commissioner of Dawson County, "Plerre Wibaux was
just too big for any underhanded work."18

No aréicle written about Plerre 'ibaux would be com=-
plete without a statement regarding his religious beliefs.
Wibaux has usually been thought of as an infidel, primarily
because of his request that his body be cremated and also
because he never attended churcech services.

C. . Butler, who accompanied Wibaux on his trip to
Chicago where he went for medical attention In 1913, was
told by the hospital staff that Vibaux could not live wuch
longer. On his return to Kiles City, Butler succeeded in
getting Father O'Carroll, who had been a frequent companion
of Jibaux's on horseback rides, to go to Cihilcago for the

purpose of talking to Y%ibaux abouil the hereafter. IFather

econversation with L. C. PFalteruyer, long time oflicial of
Dawson and Wibaux Counties. The Judge stated that liibaux
askel him what it would cost to change the name to 7ibaux.
On being told it could be done for $1,000, ¥ibaux irmediat-
ely wrote a check. The Judge added that cne Lettcr to
Senator Carter brought the change in names.

8 Andrew lLarson interview.

ZENGAFORNSLY o - F
PENBIT TR AN o
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O'Carrell, who was sure the trip was hopeless before he
went, told the siek man that this life is.fleeting while
eternity is long, that he might die and should consider
his soul. Wibaux's response was that he had not considered
those ﬁhings while living, and he preferred to die as he
had livea.l19

Wibaux stated hic religious bcliefs and his code for
living very clearly in his last w11l and tcstament.

"I have given the important matters of life and
death and their consequences a great deal of thought.
I as I belleve death is the end of all things for me,
I shall be glad to rest, forget and wailve all respon-
8ibilit%tes. If as I hope therc is a hereafter I have
no fear as I have tried hard to follow the richt path
regardless of consequences, and honestly believe I
have been Just and right according to the btest of my
Imowledge and understanding. If at times I may have
unwittingly caused any body trouble I sincerely regret
it.

"ILife with some object in sight, some purpose to
fulfill 1s good to live, but it is not a joke, it is a
very serious matter. As an atom in the universe 1
have played my part and would not care to live nmy life
over again, however, had I an opportunity to do so, I
would Ltry to do better and accomplisi: greater things.
"Zhen death lays her hand on me I will face her
like a man and I hope to entertain no bitter feelings.
Then 1f some part of my being is still conscious when
this document comes to light, the best of me will re-
main with my son, thggfriends I have dearly loved and
my unfinished weork."<V

The people of Eastern Montana and Western Horth
Dakota were shocked to hear of Plerre “Wibaux's death in

St. Luke!'s Hospital, Chicago, Illineis, on March 21, 1913.

19 ¥. F. Flinn interview. PFlinmm was editor of the
Miles City (Montana) Star and a close friend of Father
arro .

20 wipeux will, op. cit.
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The words of one of ¥Wibaux's Toremen probsbly best express
the sentiment that existed toward Wibaux in the atate line
area, especially -amont those who had served as an employee.

| "There never was but one Plerre Wibaux and I think
that the world was much better by having him live in
it and we lost a real man and a perfect gentleman when
he left us and there is no other that can £111 his
place ‘and mey his soul rest in peace, his memory will
always llve with those like myself that knew him as
he was.®2l

- E Armabron& AT pt op. cit. Thls tribute was
paid by the foreman who left "ibaux's employ after the
dispute over retalning cow hands over the frinter months.

Sy e



CHAPTER XI.

THE WIBAUX WILL
AND ADHMINISTRATION OF THE ESTATE

Although articles written about Wibsux before his
death speak of his property in France, lexico, Califernia,
Texas, the Klondlke, and many'other areas, the appraisal of
his property which was made after his death shows his only
real estaio outside Montana consisted of the Clover Leaf
Mine in the Black Hills of South Dakota.

The largest single item among VWibaux's asgssets con-
sisted of 958 shares in the State National Bank of Niles
City, Montana, which were valued at 350 each. This bank
was organized in 1895 with Wibaux as a member of the Board
- af Directofm and vice preaident.l In 1897 he was elected
president of the institution, which at that time had a cap-
ital of $80,000 and average deposits of $575,000.2 In 1902
Wibaux built the Wibaux Block, and the bank was moved from
its 0ld home in the Ceggshall Bloek to the beautiful quar-
ters in the new bullding.® At the time of his death Vilbaux
owned 95% of the stock and this, together with the building
and the lots on which it was located, was appraised at
nearly $400,000.4%

1 Dawson County Review, Glendive, Liontana, March 28,

1913.

2 The Glendive (Montana) Independent, Feb. 27, 1897.

S Dawson Coun Review, (Glendive, Montana, iarch 28,
1913, Miles City, (Hontana) Daily Star, Mar. 22, 1913.

4

John Flinn interview. W¥Wibaux will, op. cit.
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Another plece of property which Wibaux owned was the
potentially profitable Clover Leaf 'ine at Roubaix, near
Deadwood, South Dakota.® Wibaux became interested in this
property, which was formerly known zos the Uncle Seam liine,
In 1897 and was able to purchase it guite cheaply ac its
eperaﬁion had becomé very expensive and it was not rroducing
mich mineral wealth.® Wibaux piaced in charge of the mine a
man by the name of Treweek, who for eighteen years had managed
the Homestake Mines, and as a result thc reputation of the
Clover Leaf advanced.’ The development of the mine showed
that gold was present in cuantity but a heavy flow of arte-
sian water fléoded.the underground workings. As a result
Wibaux, who felt he was too old to undertaske the laborious
and costly project of constructing tumnels to drain out the
water, decided to seal the mine.8 ‘ibaux's heirs later made
an agreenent regarding the mine with the Anaconda Hining
Company but any sttempted operationa were evidently unsuc-
cessful, as in 1942 Lawrence County, 3outh Dakota, took tax
deed to the property fcrAdelinquent taxes and it was sold
to Fred M. Reausaw and C. H. Black.®?

A third msjor item in the property of Pierre Jibaux

5 Roubaix was named in honor of Roubaix, PFrance, the
home city of the Wibaux family.

6 The Yellowstone Journal, Hiles City, lontana,

sept. 27, 1900. Kuln, op. cit., pp. 165-66.

7 The Yellowstone Journal, iilles City, i‘ontana,
Sept. 27, 1500.

8 John Laughlin interview and RHobert Lowry interview.

9 Lotter from ¥ilton A. Williams, Register of Deeds,
- <3 '1;5 1§»ﬂyh Dekota, July 11, 105
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wag 48539 shares in the American Bankers Insurance Comwpany
of Chicago, valued at $10 sach. Wibaux was one of the
haqviest stockholders in this company, a merber of its
Board of Directors, and a member of the Advisory Beard
for the state of Montana.l®

The Tfourth major group of properties as listed by
the appralsers conasisted ol sabout 225 lots in Wibaux's
Pirst Addition to Wibaux and aboutyseventy~fourfacres of
land sdjoining this. The value of this land was placed at
$25,655.11

The tolal valve of the Wibaux estate, as appraised by
Je Ba Collins, W. B. Holt, and Thomas Shore, was $515,414.94.
Between the date of the order admitting the will to probate
and appointing the executor, April 22, 1913, and the ordery
of {inal discharge of the executor, FPeb. 2, 1915, over
$100,000 in dividends, interest, and rent was added to the
estate. The liabilitles amounted to about $3,200.12

Plerre GYlbaux's will is a doeument of about 2,000
words and eontains his philosophy of l1life as well as direc-
tions for disposal of his property. The main proviasions may
be sunmarized as iclleowsa:

First. Wibkaux's body was to be cremated and the

ashed placed wunder a bronse statue representing him as a

10 senders, op. eit., p. 1251.
11 p11e in the Matter of the Estate of Plerre 7ibaux,
op. eit., Doocument 12.

iz
Ibidc’ Documents 16, 2‘?, 33, 38.
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cowboy, the statue to be placed in the attitude of loo¥king
over the site of the W Ranch.

Second. The executor was to pay all expenses of the
last illness and other just debts as soon as sufficient
funds were avallable.

- Third. A gift of 310,000 waslmade to 1iles City for
the purchase of land for a puﬁlic park which was“to be
maintained at public expense.

Fourth. A gift of $20,000 was made to C. ‘7. Butler
of Miles City as trustee, the money was to be invested and
both the principal and interest werec to be pald to Tibaux's
nephew, Noel Wibaux, on his attaining hls twenty-fifth birth-
- day or on his marriage. If lie should die previous to recelv-
ing the bequest it was to go to his father, Rene VWibaux, or
1f he should also be dead the noney ias to revert to the
residuary estate.

Fifth. A gift of $20,000 was made to C. W. Butler
on behalf of Daniel Wibaux or, on his death, to his father,
Josgﬁh Wibaux, the terms being the same as above.

Sixth. Prowision was made for gifts of 31,000 to
310,0001to the employees oif the State Kational Banlg pro-
viding they were s8tlll working for the bank at the time of
Wibaux's dgath.

Seventh and elghth. Gifts of ten shares oi stock in
the State Matlonal Bank were made to C. W. Butler and Joln
E. de Carle, boith of kiiles City.

Hinth. Wibaux's saddle horse and all the contents of
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the stable in M¥iles City were willed to i"atiier J. J. O!'Car—
rell of Miles Clty, the horse to be killed in some humane
manner if he did not care to keep him.

Tenth. All clothing in the apartments at the rear
pf the 3tatc liational Bank were given to Henry Donahue pro-
viding he was still in Wibaux‘s erploy at the time of Wi-
baux's death, but otherwise they were to go to the Salva~
tion ﬁrmy.? |

Eleventh. The contentz of the wine cellar under the
aparbmant were given to Wibaux's frienda in the Bachelor's
Mess .13
| ?welftﬁ. The two nephews, Daniel and iicel Wibaux,
were each glven a bronze statue of Wikaux as a cowbow.

Pnirteenths. All of the personal jewela were willed
to Pierre ¥ibaux's son, Cyril.

. Fourteenth. All residue of the estate was to be even~
1y divided between Mrs. Wibsux and Cyril or, if lrs. Wibaux
should die before Plerre, all was to belong to Cyril.

Piftesnth. C. W. Bubler was named executor of the
will and all former wills or testamentary dispositions pre-
wiously made were declared wvoid.l¢ |

The will was made and signed on January 8, 1912, and

13 The Bachelor!s Mess was the name of the group
of men which customarily dined at the Mileg City Club.

14
Wibaux will, op. cit.
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Plorre Wibaux dled on March 21, 1913, in S5t. Luke's Hos-
pital, Chicago, Illinols, of carcinowma of the liver.yd

15 liiles City. (Montana) Daily Star, Mar. 22, 1913.




CHAPTER XII.

CONCLUSION
HIER ) % . _ )
Hrs. Wibaux and Cyril arrived in Wibsux, Montana,
1n'Apr11,-1915, the month fellowing Pierre!s death, to
select a site for the statue deaignated in the wili.l of
- the two szpots under consideration, one on the flat near
the Catholic Church and the other on the hill sbout a half
mile west of the town, the latter was chosen.

The monument was erected in 1914 with the nine foot
bronze status deplecting Wibaux in cowboy garb, holding his
rifle in one hand and-field glasses in the other, being
placed on a fourteen foot granite base. The lower part of
this base is medium gray in color while the top layer of
granite is rmch lighter, almost white.? Situated as it is,
on & hill looking northward over that part of the Beaver
Valley which was once the home of the W Ranch,

Bthe wind and storms of coming years will descend

with fury from the hills on either side and beat ,
againat the statue as If it would wash away from that
lonely speot the beautiful work that the trained hand
of the seulptor had fashioned. But as a semblance to
the man for whom it was erected the character of that
granite rock will not be changed by the heat of the

noonday sun or the wrath of the howling tempest bub

likened unte the memory of him it will stand for cen-
turlea,.S

1 Wibsux (Hontana) Pioneer, April 25, 1913.

2 Although the will stated the statue of Wibaux was
to be twice life size, the figure as it stands is approxi-
mately nine feet..

=
¥ Exeerpt from the Beach (North Dakota) Advance as
quoted in the Wibaux (Hontsna)] Pioneer, July 10, 1514.
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Pierre Wibaux lived in the state 1line area at a

time when hardships and other existing conditions made 1t
possible for only the strongest of men to ernduré; at a
time when civlil law was almost unlmown; at a time when only
the best men won in the struggle for exlatence. Plerre
Wibaux lived to see the dewn of eivilization pass over this
ayrea as the large territory whlch was once contz?olled by
the wandering cowboy and the ranch owner for whom he worked
passed into the hands of tha-v farmers. He saw towns grow up
with schools and churches to replace the earlier villages
which could beoast only of thelr general stores and saloons.

- Today the Cattle Kingt's statue still stands on the
hill a short distance west of the town of Wibaux. A few
nxired yards to his rear is the Wibaux Cemetery where
many of the ploneers who knew him in his ranching days are
taking their well-earned rest. To hils left lies rolling
land which is hﬁokmn.with.fields of small grains separated
from each othér by barbed wire fences. To his right lies
the town which was renamd in his; honoy, but its streets
are now lined with auvtomobiles instead of hitching racks
and saddle ponles as they were in Wibaux's day. Plank
sidewalks have been replsced by conerete, and the principal
streets, from whieh horses! hoovea once raised & cloud of
dust, have now been oiled. Kerosene lamps which once
lighted the town at nighs have been %éplaead with elecirice
ity, and neon signs add g splash of color to the business
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section when dusk settles over the prairie. The old lig-
nite-burning locomotives which used to labor heavily as
thegy strained bto haul a string of loaded frsight cars out
of the valley and over Beaver Hill have been replaced by
8leek diesels which quietly and effortlessly pull a train
twice as long over the divide which separates the drainage
basin of the Little Miassourli River from the Yellowstone.
And as he looks ahead, toward the north, out over the
valley he loved so well, he sees a stream of automobiles
'glide by on U. S. Highway 10 which lies about a half mile
away. Even the use of the binoculars which he holds would
probably never reveal £ifty head of cattle at one time
with the exception of the éhipping season in the fall when
small groupacof stock are brought to Wibaux to be shipped
from the remains of the same yards into which the W stock
was driven when 1t was in marketahle condition.
Easstern Eontaga has undergone a great change since
Wibaux scld out his interests in the Deaver Valley. The
rancher was crowded out by the homesteader who, due teo
periods of adverse conditions for profitable farming, has
in turm been weplaced by the large scale farmer. The fence
has divided the open range.
"The passing of Pierre Wibaux rermoves one of the most

conspicuous characters of eastern Hontana ranch 1ife.

He braved all the hardships of the early day stockman

and won nia way to the top by hard work and Indominable

perseverance. The town which bears his name and the

home of the State National Bank in HMiles City are monu~

ments of his industry that will always refresh our
memory of the greatness of the man."4

4 pawson County Review, Glendive, kontana, Mer., 28, 1913,



stone barn on tbe W Ranch..
Note chimney on slope of roof.
This is the south end of the barn.
Photographed in August, 19409.

North end of the barn.
Built in 1884, this has been called
the first stone barn
erected in the Northwestern range country.
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Trio town house aad It looks today.

m

Park” showing the grove of trees
tranfl*Xanted by Wibaux in 1G96.

i/ibaux I.ialn Street on a Sunday afternoon.



The Wibaux Block, Lilies C ity, Montana,
b uilt by Pierre Wibaux In 1902
as a home for the State N ational Bank.

SIRPLIS STORE

ARMV-NAVV-MANUrACTIiRI HS
SURPLUS MERCUANDISL

Front view of Wibaux Block.
Note Wibaux’s signature above entrance

A view In Wibaux Park, Lilies C ity, Montana,



Entrance to
W ibaux Block,
M iles C ity,
Montana.

V/ibaxix’ s
SURPLUS S signature
TRRIIANT®  is visible

above the
entrance.

Pierre Wibaux’'s statue on h ill

west of Wibaux, i'ontana.
Mote cowboy garb, rifle in right hand, binoculars
in le ft hand, lariat coiled at feet. Statue faces norti:
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